





Cars and buses left abandoned on outer drive from 12th to beyond 25th street. About 500 cars line side of north and south outer
drives when tow trucks finished pulling them from center of road to make way for rush-hour traffic on fifth day after storm began.

find that the storm had not abated. The snowfall
had broken all records for one-day accumulation.
Thursday night Chicagoans were sitting amidst
16.4 inches of snow, a volume cracking the pre-
vious 1939 record of 14.9 inches.

The city’s three airports were shut down, and
local transportation was practically nonexistent.
People who had spent the night in gas stations,
schools, buses, or trains could get home only if
they could walk.

Many people who were working shifts the pre-
vious day stayed on their jobs because no one
came to work to replace them. Most Chicagoans
had no way to get to work, and those who did,
arrived so late that they almost turned around
immediately and went home. Finally at 10:10 a.m.
Friday, the snow stopped, 29 hours and 23 inches
after it began.

The city was at a standstill. Main thorofares
were closed, and streets were clogged with stranded
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Oakwood drive entry to Lake Shore drive is typical of storm scenes with cars strewn across entrance. Cars are unable to move
because of slippery roads and high snow drifts. Estimates placed more than 20,000 cars abandoned in such manner.
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CTA bus, southbound in Michigan avenue at Walton
street, sits at acute angle across boulevard. Also immobil-
ized on slippery pavement is nearby motorist who is helped
by policeman.

cars, buses, and trucks. Winds up to 53 miles an
hour had left mountainous drifts, and people were
warned not to drive except in case of emergency.
The only dependable mode of transportation was
walking.

Most people stayed indoors or close to home
that day, but the crisis was not past. In some
cases emergency routes to hospitals were snow-
blocked, and patients had to be carried down the
streets. Helicopters flew emergency missions, bear-
ing medicines and sick people to hospitals, or food
to the stranded and hungry. Expectant mothers
arrived at hospitals on bulldozers and toboggans.
Others delivered their babies at home.

In the city alone, more than 20,000 abandoned
cars littered the streets, and 500 Chicago Transit
authority buses were stranded. Firemen, often un-
able to take their heavy equipment down blocked
streets, walked to fires.

Many grocery stores opened that morning with
a skeleton staff and found crowds of people wait-
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Morning after storm began, Michigan avenue is deserted, except for few middle-of-the-road hikers. Photograph is taken from
33rd floor of Sheraton-Chicago hotel looking toward Chicago river and Wacker drive.




ing to buy food. In most places, the milk and
bread supplies were gone before noon.

The city asked for help to augment its over-
worked snow removal equipment, while citizens
tried to shovel walks and driveways. A few winter
buffs did such things as ski along the traffic-less
outer drive or attempt to capture the fantastic
demobilization of the city on film.

By the next day, Saturday, Chicagoans started
to dig themselves out. Rapid transit was back in
full operation, and buses were operating on 85 of
the 126 lines in the city. The city mustered a
force of 2,000 workers manning 500 pieces of
equipment in a massive effort to clear the streets.
The county worked 150 men with 75 pieces of
equipment, and the state used 200 pieces of equip-
ment. Iowa sent 22 pieces of equipment, including
giant snow-blowers; and Michigan sent 40 pieces.
Wisconsin also furnished heavy pieces of snow-
removal equipment.

By this time, the biggest hindrance to a return
to normal was the number of abandoned vehicles
which prevented street clearing. (continued)

Pedestrians slop thru snow and slush to get to subway
entrance. Stations had lines of people waiting to board
rapid transit lines,

Youngsters jump out of second-floor window on West
Margate terrace into snow bank. Others brought out skis
and snow shoes or toboggans and sleds.
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Michigan avenue’s only traffic at this point was a snowshoe-clad young man walking down the middle of the boulevard. Practi-
cally all public transportation was at a standstill on morning after storm began.



Many people helped fellow motorists such as this scene on the outer drive at 31st street. Some motorists managed to get into
the parking lot at Soldier field, only to find they could not get their cars out.

Drifts up to 10 feet high made this street totally impassable. Automobiles stuck in middle of streets prevented snow plows from
clearing thorofares. No one bothered to dig out cars until stalled vehicles blocking streets were removed.
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Truck tows away bus obstructing Michigan avenue at Walton street. Even slight incline made towing process difficult on slippery,

o

snow-covered pavement. Chicago Transit Authority estimated about 500 buses were stranded in storm.

It was not long before another facet of the emer-
gency became known. People were running out of
heating oil. Hospital supplies were low, and whole
apartment buildings were without heat. No oil
trucks could serve the buildings until the access
ways were clear,

The next day was Sunday, and street travel
picked up only slightly. Expressways and the outer
drive were cleared for the most part, but people
who dug out their cars and got onto a main thoro-
fare discovered no place to park. O’Hare was
opened at 6 p.m., permitting some of those who
had been stranded at the airport for days to leave
the city. During the day, another two inches of

snow fell.

City crews continued to work around the clock
to get the situation as near normal as possible for
the Monday morning rush hour. And altho the
effort was tremendous, Monday dawned with only
a few traces of a normal day. Motorists still were
urged to leave their cars at home; and most of
them did, producing a calamitous crush on public
transportation. Many bus lines were still not op-
erating, and people squeezed onto rapid transit
lines.

Schools were closed because teachers might not
have been able to staff the classrooms and because
fuel supplies were low. The only side streets that
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Aerial view of Grant Park parking lot shows congestion of cars. Photograph was taken on fifth day after storm began and after
many vehicles in the lot had managed to drive away. Motorists were told not to drive to Loop because there was no place to park.



Pedestrians buck storm in Michigan avenue while snow continues to pile up troubles. Very few people arrived home on time
this night. Some spent the night in buses and trains.

Even Red Cross disaster van is stranded on Rush street befween Grand avenue and Ohio street. Helicopters flew patients to
hospitals and carried food to stranded Chicagoans.



Familiar scene on many streets was snow-stopped cars such as these autos in West Argyle street.



e L

In midst of snowstorm, Field Museum of Natural History is obscured

drove snow so hard that visibility was limited to a few feet.

were opened were those where the block residents
had joined together in huge cooperative shoveling
projects. Cars remained abandoned and snowed
in on many smaller streets.

On Tuesday, the sixth day after the start of the
storm, theschoolsreopened at 10 a.m. and transpor-
tation on main roads was largely back to normal.

But Chicago was ‘“‘once bitten, twice shy;”” and
when another snowfall driven by gusty winds de-
scended on Wednesday, people got uneasy. The
prospect of another devastating storm sent people
home early from jobs and caused another jam-up
on public transportation. Shoppers again de-
scended on grocery stores to stock up, and hotels
did a booming business with those who did not
want to be stranded half-way between anywhere.
Only four inches of snow fell.

A third storm rocked the city back on its heels
Sunday. But the city, now geared up to handle
snow removal on a massive scale, did not hesitate.
While the snow was still falling, crews cleared the

streets. (continued)

from view looking east across L

ake Shore drive. Wind

High winds rip umbrella inside out defeating man hoping
to protect himself from snow.









































































