












































chapel's location is f unh.er enhanced by ics being separaced from the house, 
barns, and driveways by a low hedge. Aower garden , or fence. Thus. che 
chapel becomes more of a sanctua ry and less a farm structure. 

Whereas proximity to a road is an advantage for both user and owner, it 
has been a disadvantage for the longe\'ity of some chapels. Road widening, 
errant vehicles, and overzealous snowplow drivers have on occasion reduced 
a chapel co a pile of kindling wood. Ac least four owners have anticipated 
these possibilities and have moved their chapels a greater distance from the 
right-of-way. 

Field work over che last decade has identified twenty-four chapels on the 
Door Peninsula. Of these, twenry-one are located in the Belgian settlement 
area. Most of che chapels are found in the vicinity of Rosiere, a hamlet on the 
Door-Kewaunee county line that continues to be the stronghold of Belgians. 

Belgium's Walloon region was the source a rea for the Door Peninsula 
chapels. While such chapels in Belgium are similar in size and function there 
are notable differences. The Walloons built them almost exclusively of brick 
and stone. Instead of a rectangular door, the Belgian chapels feature an 
arched, often Gothic, entrance, and the door is often only a metal grill. Open 
to che weather, the interiors are rather plain with only a few planes Aanking a 
starue or a crucifix. The locations of Walloon chapels in Belgium are less 
predictable than those of chapels in Wisconsin. They are found in urban 
centers, along rural roads, ,.,.ithin forestS, or incorporated into farmyard walls. 

The Changi.ng Cultural Landscape 

Of the components of material culture, the red brick fa rmhouses, the 
oven attached to the summer kitchen, and the chapel are particularly d istinc­
tive elements in the Belgian landscape, while food, customs, and language 
persist as elements of the nonmaterial culture. The persistence of these con­
stituent factors has been remarkable, as an analysis of plat maps and census 
daca over the last cwelve decades will show. Farms have remained in the 
founding families for generations. As families in the area grew, the farms 
could not possibly have supported the additional population. Fortunately, 
the industries of the nearby cities of Green Bay, Sturgeon Bay, and to a lesser 
extent Algoma a nd Kewaunee were expanding and were able to absorb che 
excess regional population. T hus, the young people were not required to live 
far from the home farm or village and could easily maintain contact with 
family, friends, and institutions. Through these frequent contacts, especially 
with the extended family, Roman Catholic parish church, spores league, or 
deer hunting camp, the culture was continually reinforced. 

This is not to suggest that there has not been change. Buildings are de­
srroyed, modified, or moved as age deteriorates them and their functions 
change. The hamlets, with their ensemble of church, cheese factory, general 
score, mill, cavern. school, and town hall are changing. A close examination 
will show that priests now serve several area parishes rather than just one, 
and there is encouragement from the Diocese of Green Bay to consolidate 
congregations. The small cheese factories have been unable to meet compe­
tition from larger, more modern and adaptable fac tories and have closed. 
The general store and mill also have closed as transportation has improved 
and they have faced competition from larger operations in nearby comm uni-
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lies lhat could offe r greacer variecy. lower prices. and access to a bank and 
pose office. School consolidation occurred in chis region in 1962. curning Ll1e 
rural school imo a relic feacure or adapcing it as a dwellin g or scorage facil icy. 
So the functions of the hamlecs have changed, and che}' are now primarily 
areas of residences only. 

O ther changes are occurring. Former urbanites have moved inco the 
area, seeking the cranquility of che countryside. Frequently these individuals 
have little relation to the Belgian community. College-age Belgians are in­
creasingly obtaining degrees and are often unable co find appropriate em­
ploymem in the region, forcing them to move to Milwaukee, Chicago, or 
even the Sun Belt! Thus, the opportunity to transmit the cul ture to f ucure 
generations will be curtailed. 

Currently rhe culture flourishes, and it must be remembered that north­
eastern Wisconsin srill has the greatest <;oncemration of rural Belgians in 
Nonh America. Individuals of Belgian descent are well known, respected, 
and hold leadership r oles in the professions, pu blic service, industry, the 
ans, and business, especially banking. T he Peninsula Belgian-American 
Club is an exceptionally active organization, which sponsors a nd panicipates 
in ethn ic events, hosts and exchanges visits with friends and relatives abroad, 
supports scholarships, promOles research and genealogical investigation, 
and acquires valuable archival material. Much of the arch ival material is de­
posited in the Area Research Center, University of Wisconsin at Green Bay, 
which houses an important research collection documenting (he Belgian 
community. A major annual event is Belgian Days, held in Brussels each July. 
This celebration of Belgian culcure attracts thousands and is often anended 
by the Belgian ambassador t0 the United States, as well as many Euro pean 
Belgians. Green Bay's Heritage Hill Stace Park concinues to develop a Bel­
gian farmstead, circa 1890. The ensemble includes a log-brick house, a num­
ber of barns, a sum mer kitchen with attached oven. and a chapel, all accu ­
rately restored and interpreted. The farmstead is enthusiastically supported 
by the devoted Belgian com munity and has appeal to Belgians and non­
Belgians alike. 

This Heritage Hill restoration has been a successful effort . !merest in 
and respecc for ethnic groups has increased in Wisconsin , especially toward 
the Belgians. Among the Belgian communicy there is additional pride in 
themselves and their artifacts, especially houses, bake ovens, chapels, and 
barns. T his is good news indeed for those who appreciate rural vernacular 
landscapes. 
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