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ties that could offer greater variety, lower prices, and access to a bank and
post office. School consolidation occurred in this region in 1962, turning the
rural school into a relic feature or adapting it as a dwelling or storage facility.
So the functions of the hamlets have changed, and they are now primarily
areas of residences only.

Other changes are occurring. Former urbanites have moved into the
area, seeking the tranquility of the countryside. Frequently these individuals
have little relation to the Belgian community. College-age Belgians are in-
creasingly obtaining degrees and are often unable to find appropriate em-
ployment in the region, forcing them to move to Milwaukee, Chicago, or
even the Sun Belt! Thus, the opportunity to transmit the culture to future
generations will be curtailed.

Currently the culture fourishes, and it must be remembered that north-
eastern Wisconsin still has the greatest concentration of rural Belgians in
North America. Individuals of Bélgian descent are well known, respected,
and hold leadership roles in the professions, public service, industry, the
arts, and business, especially banking. The Peninsula Belgian-American
Club is an exceptionally active organization, which sponsors and participates
in ethnic events, hosts and exchanges visits with friends and relatives abroad,
supports scholarships, promotes research and genealogical investigation,
and acquires valuable archival material. Much of the archival material is de-
posited in the Area Research Center, University of Wisconsin at Green Bay,
which houses an important research collection documenting the Belgian
community. A major annual event is Belgian Days, held in Brussels each July.
This celebration of Belgian culture attracts thousands and is often attended
by the Belgian ambassador to the United States, as well as many European
Belgians. Green Bay’s Heritage Hill State Park continues to develop a Bel-
gian farmstead, circa 1890. The ensemble includes a log-brick house, a num-
ber of barns, a summer kitchen with attached oven, and a chapel, all accu-
rately restored and interpreted. The farmstead is enthusiastically supported
by the devoted Belgian community and has appeal to Belgians and non-
Belgians alike.

This Heritage Hill restoration has been a successful effort. Interest in
and respect for ethnic groups has increased in Wisconsin, especially toward
the Belgians. Among the Belgian community there is additional pride in
themselves and their artifacts, especially houses, bake ovens, chapels, and
barns. This is good news indeed for those who appreciate rural vernacular
landscapes.
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