THE CZECHS IN WISCONSIN HISTORY

By Karer D). Bicua

F ALL of the national and ethnie groups

who came to Wisconsin during its first
half-century of statehood. probally none was
as consequential for the subsequent develop-
ment of their sroup’s “national life” in America
than were the Czecha, Czech-speaking immi-
grants from Bohemia and Moravia, most of
wham settled in Wisconsin between 1848 and
1880, were both pioneers of Wisconsin farm-
land and primary instruments in shaping the
vontours of the Czech-American institutional
life which flourished [rom the 1880% t]‘ll‘l:rug]:l
the 1920°s.

Bohemians of the mid-nineteenth century.
first aceorded the right to migrate by the Habs.
burg authorities in 1848, found much in the
well disseminated image—and future potential

—of the new state to attract them. Low taxes,
]_i]',lE‘!rﬂ_I ]'HE;&E]‘IC[‘. J'E:rluirl’rn‘u?n‘ts, int’.xfn‘:nﬁl‘.-r:
land, a climate of political and religious free-
dom, and similarities in soil and physiography
attracted both the unobtrusive peasants and
village artisans of southern Bohemia and the
vociferous, visionary refugees of the Prague
11Pri55ng of 1848.% Attracted ]13' the assiduous

woTE: The auther is indebted to the American Philo-
sophical Society and the Canada Council for assist-
ance in the preparation of this article.

EmroR’s NoTE! Because of the impossibility of pro-
cllrillg a r:mi 1:-:r|:||;.1i]:|j:|"|ﬁ {-,.'w-.l."l:l. di:u'riil‘-n, many wiords
and names in bhoth the text and in the footnotes are
rendered as English characters.

*Thomas Capek, The Cechs (Bokemians) in Amer-
icq (Boston and New York, 19200, 37.
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diatribution of American propaganda in the
Habzburg lands and directed by Wisconsin's
active immigration commissioner in New York,
Gysbert Van Steenwyk of La Crosse, the state
hecame the first center of Czech- American rural
life.? Within a Hun:—staliqn, however, the once
pre-eminent attraction of Wisconsin was
eclipsed by the prairie lands to the west and
southwest,

Ceech settlement in Wisconsin (and  else-
where in America :I was the Eur“ust of any of
the Slavic-language peoples, roughly contem-
porary with the main body of German rather
than Slavie immigration, [t consisted largely
of farmers and skilled tradesmen, as well as a
considerable number of refugee intellectuals,
and in lerms of :Jd!.!ﬁ rnprtrsn:ntcﬂ a&n ab].m‘
group than the more numerous Ceech immi-
grants who arrived later and settled in other
states. [1 was, however, a geographically repre.
sentalive movement, consisting primarily of
persons from southern Bohemia, the most
Stu'l.-it'f least Germanized |}l.‘r1‘l'lm1 of the old
kingdom. If the numerous reminiscences of old
settlers in the Crech-American press and the
almanac Amerikan may be regarded as approx-
imately definitive, the regions of Plzen { Pilsen)
and Ceske Budejovice (Budweiz) contributed

the bulk of the immigrants,”

2 Fhid ., 36-39.

i Amerikan; Nerodni Kalendar (American; Na-
tivnal Calendar) was a vearbook published from 1678
te 1957 by the Chicage Svernost (Concord). The
reminiscences in Ameriban constitte a major hody
of primary material concerning Czech immigrants in
the United States.
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Gyshert van Steenwyk, Wiseonsin's - fmanigration
comiissioner stationed in New York,

Like German settlement in Wisconszin, the
Incation of early Czech selllements was quite
disparate and widely diffused throughout the
southern half of the state. Though there
were valid historical reasons to avoid the asso-
ciation. most of the Ciech settlements were
associated with, or contiguous to, German
settlements: In reality, a rationale for the sites
chosen is difficult 1o discern, except perhaps in
terms of the proximity to water transportation
or of =oilterrain similarities with arcas of
southern Bohemia.

As a generality, Bohemian immigrants lo-
cated in two widely separated partz of Wis-
congin-—the eastern lakeshore area, especially
in the counties of Racine, Milwankee, Manito-
wo, and Kewaunee, and in the bluff and coulee
country of the west-central and southwest parts
of the state, in the counties of La Crosse, Ver-
non, Grant, and Crawford. All of the major
setllements were established by 1857, although
toward the end of the nineteenth century new
groups, often after previous residence in Chi-
cago, sought land in the cutover from Antigo
to Ashland.

With the pUESilr[l: tlﬂ&ptinnﬁ of Milwaukes
andd La Crosse, the Czech communities were
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founded specifically for agricultural purposes,
and Czech farmera in Wisconsin were the earli-
est of their cthnie defivation in the United
States. While the earliest Czech arvivals came
to Milwaukee in 1848, the first of the farming
communities was the township of Caledonia,
which lay along the lakeshore just north of the
town of Hut:iné‘, a little settlement W}I[CI‘[ tur[}'
Czechs in the area knew as the Ceska Betlemska
(Bohemian Bethlehem|.! The original settlers
came to Caledonia in 1830, and lamily groups
followed in 1831 and 1854, though no perma-
nent homes were erected until 18553, Later the
Caledonia area inherited the name “Tabor,” so
called after the famous south Bohemian fortress
of the Hussite Wars.®

Caledonia-Racine proved economically viable
from its inception, and it provided something
of a developmental model for later settlements
in the lakeshore area, Farms were deliberately
established in heavily wooded country and
seltlers cut hardwood to secure the cash neces.
sary for taxes and four. The Chicago and
Morth Western Railway provided something of
a guaranteed market, but the sharp drop in
wood prices in 1857 occasioned considevable
hardship. For the most part the wood-selling
deviee worked 'h’e]l, lm'l.-.lt-!ver, and h}' the time
the railroad converted to coal (1870 the forest
was gone.®

Muost Crech settlers in Caledonia purchased
heavily mortgaged plots of forty to sixly acres
at prices ranging from £5 to $10 per acre.
Business establishments appeared in 1854, and
by the 1860Fs the Czech farmers were amply
supplied with zaloons. The Civil War provided
a major stimulamt for the linle settlement,
assuring profitable markets for lumber. pota-
tocs, and corn, and allowing the settlers for the
first time to look cutward,” Racine, with a few
Czech families, provided its “arban™ focus, and

I W, Mikulesky, “Notes on Early Davs in the
Hohemian  Settlement, Caledonin Township,” unpuhb-
lished manuscript (1940) in the Archives-Manu-
scripts Division, Stare Historical Society of Wisconsin.

B Fhid

"Capek, The Cechs [Bokemians) in America, 39-
405 Jam Mikalecky, “Ze Zivota Jana Mikuleckého v
Caledomii, Wis." (From the Life of John Mikulecky
in Caledonia, u'i:-.'h in .Imrrr'krfn. X181 I:]_m[]}',
MNan Mashek, “Bohemian Farmers of Wiscongin,™ in
The Chartios, XII:212 (December 3, 1904),

" Mashek, “Bohemian Farmers of Wisconsin,” 212,
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in 1860 a Czech newspaper was established
there, followed in 1861 by a library and lyce.
um.” Taking a strong stand againzt the rebelove
(rebels) of the Confederacy, the Ceechs of
Caledonia, only recently freed from serfdom
themselves, loyally supported the Union cause
and commenced their rapid Americanization.
Lh.umﬂ. the war a Czech- Jﬂllguag:. arhool was
eatablished in Racine asz well as Nova Skolo
{ The New School |, founded to teach English
languaze and compoesition, with the assistance
of a Czech-English dictiomary preparved in Ra-
cine for that purpose.’

IMULTANEOUSLY, Bohemians began to

filter inta Milwaukee, crieating ane of the
twir oldest Czech urban quarters in America.
Many soon moved on to rural Manitowoe
County. The best known of the early Milwau-
kecans was Vojta Naprstek, refugee of 1848,
“.h‘.! Li]l.h’:l:l El.nr]. Fubllﬁh{,‘d u ':.!Ll'mﬂ.n-lﬂ.n"llﬂ."(
paper. the Flug-Blétier ( Leaflets) between 1852
and 18534."" Evidently the paper was so radical
in tone that some members of the state legisla-
ture endeavored to keep it out of the hands of
their colleagues, Naprstek returned to Prague
in 1857, and later established there the Napr-
stek American Museum, but Milwaukee be.
came a Czech community of some size and an
important publishing center.'!

More diffuse and numerous were the Czech
seltlements in Manitowoe County, 1o which the
first settlers came in 1851, The environs of the
small hamlets of Kellnersville and Greenstreet
were first aceupied, but by 1855 Czech farmers
had settled, and in some instances created, the
villages of Kossuth, Cooperstown, Francis
Creek, Melnik, Tizch Mills, and Tweo Creeks,
founding farms, churches, and social institu-
tions in the original effort.” More than 2,000

SCopy of library and lyceum application under
dute March 3, 186l, in the Charles Jonas Papers,
State Historical Soviety of Wisconsin,

" (Racine) Slovie, Janwary 12, 1865,

" lan Habenicht, Dejiny Cochuy Americhkych { His-
tory of American Czecha) (51 Louis, 1910), 462-403

" Capek, The Cechs (Hohemions! in America,
F20-127.

¥ Hahenicht, Majiny Cechur Ameorickyek, 467, A69-

474, 475477, 47H; Louis Fnl,_-.m fed. ], .H:'.Hr.lr_}' Jr_||l
Muanitowor Cepnty, Fisconsin (2 wols, Chicago,
19123, I: 321, 326, 536,
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Czcﬂh:‘a, lhl‘r.r:-l:]lmrlgtrs of the number wha
would ever COTE, Were settled in the counly l:}'
L&T0. Median date of settlement was 18631
and the subsequent history of Czech life in the
villazes of the county wasz guite uneven. In
some communities, notably Two Crecks, resi-
dence was often El'lill't-]i'l.-'t.‘{l, nwing to t]'n': {aﬂ-
ure of local enterprizes.'® Tisch Mills, on the
other hand, became a solidly Czech community
of 170 families, supporting a small hrewery,
brick factory, cheese factory, and most of the
basic trades." Kossuth demonstrated its faith
in the future by sponsoring in 1856 the first
Czech-American political rally — in honor of
John C, Frémont—and stagcd the firsl amateur
theatre production in the same yvear! In gen-
eral, Czech life in Manitovwoe County was zeli.
contained, with marked cleavages along reli-
gious lines dividing the small communities and
forcing an exaggerated degree of parochialism.

The same features characterized the town
and county of Kewaunee, although Crechz in
Kewaunee were from the beginning the largest
ethnic group in the county, comprising slightly
less than half of the population. Settlement in
Kewaunee began in 1854, with a small exodus
of seltlers from Milwaukee constituting the
uriginal Czech pu]}ulaLinn. The 'uiﬂu;.';u of ke
waunee and the hamlets of Stangelville, Krok,
Pilsen, and Slovan in the middle and southern
portions of the county represented the areas of
principal concentration.!™ Like the Caledonia
and Manitowoe settlements, the first founda-
tions of Kewaunee were in heavily forested
country, and wood secured by elearing poten-
tial farmland was sold to various lake steamer
companies, The economic downturn of 1857
drove some of the rar]}' residents out of the
settlement, and one of them recalled in later
life that az he made hiz way eircuitonsly toward

“alen L. Taggurt, “Crechs of Wiseongin as a Cuol-
ture T}':.u-:“ |:IJIIFI1I]I“L-‘|‘I.I_'I,I Ph.13. thesis, l_!l:l.;\'t‘.l"ﬁi;t':r' of
Wisconsin, 194, 17

"1 F. Wojta, “Town of Two Creeks, From Forest
to Dairy Farms" in the Wisconsin Wagezine of His-
tary, XEVIL: 421 dJune 19443,

" Hahenicht, Hﬁ_ff'rr_'r Cechuy Americkyeh, 480,

" Ernest Sizka, Czech Cultural Contributions (Chi-
cig, 1942, 105,

ny, F. l'I-'Ill-llilﬁ'.l\. “Hohemian Settlements in Kewau-

nee County,” (unpublished manuseript, 1889), p. 2,
in the John Hoeseler Papers, State Historical Society
||{ 1II"ilkl.'lll'hs'il!l.
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St Paul he learned his hrest effective word of
English, “work.”® Kewaunee became home for
some of the mozt notable members of the early
Czech-American community—VYojta Mazek, a
prominent merchant; John Karel, influential
in hanking and active in Wisconsin politics un-
til hiz afjpnintmr_'t!’r as United States Consul in
Pragiae; and Vaclav Pohl, one of the organiza.
tional luminaries of early Czech.American [ra-
ternalism. ™ By the 1880Fs some 5,000 Crechs
of the first and secomd gtnrrral.iml in America
resided in Kewaunee Ccunt}'.m

Less numerous and more widely separated
were Lhe settlements of the 1850°s in western
Wisconsin in Grant, Richland, La Crosse, and
Crawford counties. The carliest of these settle
ments was al Muscoda in Grant County, to
which the first Czech settlers came in 1853
Muscoda waz a small colony, dividing very
carly along Catholic—evangelical Protestant
lines, an uneommon fragmentation for @ Wis.
eonsin Czech community *' A larger settlement
was commenced a few years later at Castle
Rock. Much of the prime land in both areas
had already been acquired by German and
Si:ﬂ11fti1tﬂ\';ﬂn {urm:!rF-. J]'nfl. I.hE H(:]‘Lt_‘rniﬂ.]'l sl
tlers were forced to occupy the ridges and
rougher lands 2old by speculators.™ Meverthe-
less, both settlements prospered sufhciently. and
by the early 1870°s Crech names were promi-
nenlk AIMOngE t}“‘: Lown "mi:':‘l'ﬁ l:Jr }{uﬁﬂl?dﬂ Elru.l
Castle Rock® In the late 1880°s farmers of
Czech extraction comprised about 60 per cent
of the Castle Rock area and 40 per cent of
Muoszcoda ™

The larzest of the weslern Wisconsin estab-
H:‘]Imr.nl‘.'.'. was tummtil.l.'d::] i.ll ]HES il:! l.l:lf’ town

5 B e sl L.".'sf;r,, _i':'llll.lrl.n_,I 2T, 18492,

* Habenicht, Defjiny Cechur Americhovch, 481, 484;
Josef Martinek, Steleti Fedwoty €84 (One Hundeed
Years of the C5A} (Cicere, Hlinois, 1955}, 8, 20-
21,

* Lowis  Bruemmer 0 HRoebhen Gold
March 20, 1889, in the Roeseler Papers.

* Habenicht, Dejiny - Cechun  Americkyeh, 495
Vilém Siller o af, Pamatnile Ceskych Evanjelickych
Cirkei o Spef, Stteck  (Memorial of the Crech
Evangelical Clhurches in the United States) (Chicagn,
1900k, 3042,

“Joseph Schater, The Wisconsin Lead Region
(Madison, 19321, 220, 230.

= Capstello M. Holford, Mistory of Grane County,
Wisconsin {Lancaster, Wisconsin, 19000, 689-692,
778

Thwaiies,
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of La Crosse, a settlement which later took co.
hesive shape around the society and chureh of
St Vaclav. Inthe late 1870°= a major influx of
immigrants from the region of Ceske Bude.
jovice increased the number of Bohemian-born
in the city to nearly 500. By the end of the
century Czech life was well developed. and the
community possessed a weekly newspaper,
Flastenee (Patriot), a Catholic church and
achool, lodges and social clubs, dramatie facili-
ties, eight stores retailing “mixed goods™ (gro-
ceries |, ten taverns, a butcher, baker. saddler,
harber, furricer, I.insmllh_, fﬂnn maker_. 1'.'155.1'
maker, tailor, several COOPETS, and arbizans
gpecializing in grave markers and billiard ta-
blea®

Contemporary with the La Crosse founda.
tions, Czech families from the Plzen (Pilsen)
rl;.‘g'mu IH.‘gan fo occupy I:hr. lmlatcd riﬂ,;c ﬂm:]
'L'alll:j- ecounlry of northern Richland and south-
ern Vernon counties, establishing themselves
around the village of Yuba in Richland Coun.
tv. Their principal settlement, Champion Val-
ley, attracted other immigrants and by 1861
nineteen Czech family names were represented
in the valley, As an izolated outpost, household
manufacture was r.*mpln'_'r'n’:d for most purposes,
and the men of the community made an annuoal
journey to Lone Rock to mill the year’s wheat
and to convert surplus corn, maple sugar, and
some butter into tools, coffee, and cloth, Dairy
J.H'ﬂ'[ll.“'!!ﬁ P‘J‘F\d.?d H mﬂiﬁr Tiiﬁp()!‘;ﬂ! Pfllhhfrl'l {nr
the community, and until the Yuba cheese fac-
tory commenced operations in 1892 the prod-
uets of the butter churn often served az a lubri-
cant for machinery. Yet the colony fourizhed,
amdd Ir}' 1900 spme 233 Tamilies of the first and
second generations farmed the ridges, blufls,
and valleyz of the Yuba area.™

The last of the sizable Czech settlements in
weslern Wisconsin was founded in Crawford
County. especially in the village of Prairie du

“l. A, Thomas te John Roeseler, December 20y
1889, in the Rosseler Papers, Thomas was county
r:||_'.r11 r_|'F f:r:‘n‘ll (:vul:ly,

* Habenicht, Definy Cechuy Americhkyoh, 508, 510,
516-518: see also A. H. Sanford and Louis Hirsch.
heimer, A History of Lo Crosse, Wisconsin, [1841-
190 (La Croese, 19513, 208,

"’Jllf'i.'l jﬂ.ill,:l'rl-t Hrilrs, “t’l- H[s.lnr:,.' |:|F thc Bnﬁc—
mians of (.'llu.rn[li-e:-n v::]h:.}'” 11948, in the Archives-
Manuscripts Division, State Higtorical Society of Wis-
consing Habenicht, Dejiny Cechur dmeorickych, 3497,
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Chien and the townships of Eastman, Bridge-
port, Mariella, and Wauzeka. Except for iso-
lated cases, the earliest of the main bodies of
immigrants arrived in 1837, selling on federal
land, and coming principally after a brief resi.
dence in Chicago. Crawford County Czechs
aciquired a repulation for exclusiveness and
parochialism, even in the broader Czech-Amer-
ican community. These attitudes were later re-
Hected in secessionist tendencies from Catholic
fraternal bodies. Nonetheless. the colonies ex-
!.M‘.riﬁ':l]-ﬂud l‘.ﬂniii’]t"l‘uh]rr E.Erl:lﬁ'l-'tl'l... ﬂ]ld ]J_'_-' IR(JU
about 1400 immigrants and their children
lived in the vicinity of Prairie du Chien
In summary, all of the major Czech settle-
ments in Wisconsin were founded in the 18530,
and by 1880 the bulk ol Czech immigrants who
would come to Wisconsin had already arvived.
Increased demands on the immigrant lines
aperating from Hamburg and Bremen permit-
ted a drastic drop in fares, and by the 1870°s
an immigrant could come on a single ticket
from Prague to Racine, Milwaukee, or Kewau-
nee for ffty dollars or less® Other Czech
lmmigrm‘:t&. after unﬁu'ﬁafﬂt:lﬂr}' :&x'p-t-rium-.es
in the mushrooming Chicage Ceech ecomma-
nity, filtered after 1876 into the newly cotover
areas to establish farms. Small settlements
were made near Phillips in Price County, and
many of the early arrivals reflected the success
of unserupulous Chicago land promoters. A
larger number located, with greater advance
knowledge, near Antigo in Langlade County.**

ET THE DOMINANCE of Wisconsin as

the principal attraction of immigrants from
Bohemia and Moravia was at an end by the
187(Ve. Thnugh little is known of the internal
mobility of immigrants in the United States,
it iz a certainty that even in the 1860Fs out-
movement was commonplace among Wisconsin
Czechs. Grant County, owing to the relatively
unfavorable conditions of initdal settlement.

“ Hahenicht, fejiny Cechuy Americlhyveh, S-506:
Emily G. Balch, Our Slavic Fellow Cidzens (New
York, 19100, 222-223: Frank Brady to John Roeseler,
undated (probably 1890) : C. E. Alder to Roeseler,
February 6. 1890, both in the Roeseler Papers,

= [Racine) Sleefe, Febroary 5, 1879,

® Taggart, "Crechs of Wisconsin a3 o Culire
Type,” 7, 14; Habeniche, Dejiny Cechuy Americkych,
495499,
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was perhaps most affected, but Manitowoe
County also experienced some losses® The
Nebraska prairie became the magnet for Wis-
consin Bohemians intent on wsing the new
Homestead Act.

Saline County, Nehraska, especially the vil-
lages of Crete and Wilber, received the first of
the exodus of Wizcongin Czechs just as the area
of the county had received itz first settler, a
Czech from Watertown, Wisconsin, a decade
carlier. Large-scale settlement, however, dates
[‘rl::lm ].Hﬁ: "r\"]'l.lf"rl “rist:nnﬁin Cﬂl:[}hﬂ .Eﬂ'il'l t]'",':
agricullural foundations Tor Saunders, Butler,
Coltax, Douglas, and Knox counties ™

The federal censuzes demonstrate with clarity
the inability of Wiscopsin to remain a major
attraction for mrwl}' arrived Bohemian immi-
Erants, J'".l:x:n:din;_- to the Ninth Census (1 a7y,
10,570 Bohemian-born persons lived in Wis.
consin, with 2,360 in Manitowoe County, 2,011
in Kewaunee County, 1,524 in Milwaukee
County, 703 in Racine County, 347 in Gram
County, 489 in La Crosse County, 402 in Craw-
ford County, and 281 in Vernon County,™ In
180, the Tenth Census listed 13,548 Bohemian-
born in the state. with 2408 in Manitowoc,
26600 in Kewaunee, 1611 in Milwaukee, 800
in Racine, 637 in Grant, 783 in La Crosse, 537
in Crawford, and 446 in Vernon.® And the
Eleventh Census (1890 listed only 11,999 Bo-
hemian-born, with 1,958 in Manitowoee, 2,200
in Kewaunee, 1,517 in Milwaukee, 800 in Ra-
cine, 463 in Grant, 506 in La Crosse, 567 in
Crawford, and 414 in Vernon.®® Thus, while
Bohemian immigration to the United States
exceeded 753,000 between 1870 and 1800, Wis.
consin experienced a net decrease from death
and departure. Inclusion of the second genera-
tion—designated by the census as “persons
with hoth parents natives of Bohemia™—alters

* Ferdinand F. Doubrava, “Experiences of a Bo-
hemian Immigrant Familv,” in the Fiscensin MWag.
zine of History, VIII: 4038 (June, 1925).

A Rase Rosicky {eenmpl,, A Hiseory of Crechs (Ho-
hemians) in Nebraska (Omasha, 1929), 70-97, 97—
115, 195-205,  137-168, 175-182, 182-195, 47-63;
Capek, The Cechs (Bohemions! in America, 47,

% Ninth Cenaus of the United Stares, 1870, Val, I,
Popalation {Washington, 1872}, 336, 376-377.

= Tenth Census of the United Siaves, 1880, Fol. [,
Population (Wazhington, 1883), 468 534535

® Eleventh Census of the United Stares, 1800, Pt
1, Populetion | Washington, 1893), 608, 608,
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the picture significantly, and provides, in 1904,
for 31,074 Wisconsin Czechs of the Rrst and
second generalions™ By 1904 Wiscansinites of
Bohemian birth or antecedents lived in some
187 communities and in all bot three counties
of the state

More consequential than the numerical or
|rru-r]1.11:l ive conlribution to the gl'nwt}l of the
slate, however, were the contributions of the
Wisconsin Czechs to the distinctive “national
life” of the Crech immigrant community in
America, especially in the realms of journal-
i.E-m, TI:,':“.;;:‘I{]]'L‘ ﬂnd [ruln‘rnalllﬁm. I.:I!'.‘f_:l'l-.l‘.'.mi"ri.-
can journalism, which experienced a prodi-
gious growth in the half century between 1860
and 1910, had its birth in Milwankee and Ra-
cine, beginning in 1852 with YVojla Naprstek's
radical little weeklv, Flug-fildter. Owing to the
&‘an_:il}' nf pﬂlr:ut'lal Czech subseribers and the
inahbility 1o acquire a Czech-alphabet press, the
paper appeared in German throughout its briel
history.* Publication in the Crech language
itself commenced n Janoary, 1860, with the
appearvanee in Racine of Slowan Amerikensky
{ American Slav). a paper turned out by one
Frantisek Korizek, an immigrant from Mora-
via, on an old German hand press purchased
from a Milwaukee !Jl."i.i:‘ﬁt for £40 and a mort-
gage on his cottage. Korizek went on to more
significant editorial work elsewhere, and by
October of 1861 Slowan Amerikansky gave
way o the Racine Slovie (1861-1918), the
dean of American Czech-language papers.®®

Shm'e', a H'E!Elt!}" af {usuall}'} Eig]'tt Pages,
served a list of national subacribers which never
exceeded 4.000. From itz inception the paper
was a national rather than a Racine or Wis-
consin-oriented organ, and its original patrons
were located in Wisconsin, lowa, Chicago,
Cleveland, New York, and St Louis. Its adver-
Hsing was national in coverage, and its news
content was national and largely international,
with news sections deveted Lo all major Euro-
pean nations. The number of subscribers to
Slavie grew from 750 in mid-1863 to 1,200 in

B lited in Balch, Qur Slavic Fellow Citizens, 261,

™ Habrenicht, feriny Ceckar Americhorok, 520-521.

T Capek, The Cechs {Hokemions) in America, 125,

B Thomas Capek, Padesat let ceskéha tiska v
Americe (Fifty Years of Ceech Letlers i America)
(New York, 1911), 1-33
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Frank (Frontizel) Korizek, founder of the fires

Bohemian press in America, pictured on the cover

of @ Czech-language magazine prllished in Racine
i

mid-1864, and the distribution of the paper
was revealing of the areas of early Ceech con-
centration: Wisconsin 500, Towa 180, lineis
150, Missouri 80, Ohia 80, Michigan 75, New
York 75, and Minnesota 45. Only one Kewau-
nee Crech of mature vears failed to subscribe
because, as the editor observed scornfully, “He
is illiterate.” and another in Manitowoc was
hiug.'.fed oul as similarly di&a:]vaniagnr_l.“”

By the end of 1861 Slavie had established
local news contacts in Manitowoe, Kewaunee,
Franeiz Creek, Twn Crecks, Muscoda, Yuha,
La Crosse, Prairie du Chien. and a fesw smaller
settlernents, Its format was quite formalized by
La6 1. and much space was devoted to serialized
fiction, especially novels on a Hussite theme,
Slavie rendered more than |'|b|'.1'ar:r' sen'i.oc',_
however, for it uperal::d a message service, its

o " lhid, 9 see also list of early patroms of Shevie
in the Jonas Papers.
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Society s leompgraphic Collections

["|'|.'||'I'4'a.' IKe’.'h: ! I-:Illn'-'\. .‘.rr:-.lrl i) ,rrJr.llr'nr IIlu.l'f.l'.'r.;il I':-.!r [l
wnkriown arfist,

Mala Posta | Little Post Office ), and it endeay-
ored il'll'nl'la'i-h"lll|.'. ] -:ll:'l]l.J'.Li!lt ils readers with
American federal and state polities In addi-
tion. the paper carried detailed comparative
price information for staple loods and firewood
for the cities in which its readers resicded,®
Oecasionally Slavie also provided substantial
analyzes of specific American states. An 1871
report on Wisconsin was especially noteworthy,
for, in addition to a detailed examination of
the state’s population and resources. informa.
tion was provided about library facilities, espe-
cially the 45,500-volume holdings of the State
Historical Society.

For nearly thirty vears Slavie was edited by
Charles Jonas, a young refugee intellectual who
assumed control of the paper in 1863, Jonas,
the “frst [ie., leading] Czech in America,”
t‘!'ltPft:':l J.I'l'ii.‘.'i‘J:l.' into “‘ri.—y_‘u]];iri Demaocratic
politics, weaned a sizable proportion of his
readers fraom their original Republican sympa.
thies, and was elected lieutenant-zovernor in
the Democratic upsurge of 1890, Among Amer-

18,

(Racine) Slawde, December 11, 1861: December

1661,
'lhid., June 22, 1870.
“Ihid., January 25, 1871
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ican Czechs Jomas™ pozition was pre-eminent,
and he was called upon to arbitrate many of
the 1“-F|.lull.!:-' which racked the i.mr'n"lgrant O
nlllnilj- until his th‘pmtur:' in 1894 for consular
service in St Petersburg, Prague, and Krefeld,
Germany, ™

Jonas was largely responsible for the deter.
mination of norms and techniques in Ceech-
American journalism. His other ventures —
Pozar Amer r'c.'r.:_'r [ American Attention ) in 1865
and Amertkan in 1872 —were intended for re-
ligious liberals and took a pronounced anti.
church position, These organs, among the firet
in the freethought movement, were intended to
provide outlets for these views without disturh-
ing the readership of Slavie, which he held 1o
:{'l‘L:|JuJL.-1.|H J|-:~|irr:1|it_1.'.”

A zecond fruitful source of Czech ||uri|:c|ir“.1]
publications and newspapers was the well.
diversified firm of Antonin Novak, who arrived
in 1600 and settled in Milwaukee, Some of the
longest-lived Caech-language papers came from
ili!“ 1l”i4'("5"\-. I:II.I1H|.'|.|!|' :JI?.’JlﬂJ_Z”f.’ﬁ.f- |.|:IIJ|_|,‘|-I:"|"|I_?1I_'J|.
|!'l|ll'f|-‘.-'hl'.‘ii semi-weekly from 1870 to 1930, and
Rovnose I|-li|uui]l_1. I. which a]}prztn'd 4l:ii|}' in

892 and weekly from 18% to 1919, His other
efforts—Ceclh (18700, Besidfa Deiska (Chil-
dren’s Arbor, 1854, Hospodyne | Housewife,
1869, and Flaseimidl (Homeland, 1896-1897)

had much briefer histories® Novak's ven.
tures reflected curious tastes, em]:-]msizin{_- dis-
mesticity on one hand and religious liberalism
on the other. Finally, Novak laid the ground-
work for a distinctive Czech contribution to
American immigrant life, the {oreignlanguage
farm press, by undertaking in 1879 the publi-
cation of the shortlived Haspnr.rnr ;]'n:l.err'c.r;j.'
i American Hushandman), edited from Coop-
erstown in Manitowoe County by a former
priest. Thomas Juranek.*®

Besides Racine and Milwaukee only Kewau-
nee and La Crosse sustained Caech-language
papers. Kewaunes was served l'-}' Kewaunske

¥ Thomas Capek, American Czechs in Peblic Of.
fice (Omaha, 19407, unpaged,

" Lapek, The Cecks (Bohemigns! e America, 170,
180, 183184

" ibid., 166, 193 Capek, Pedesat let ceskeho tiskn
- Amierice, 259208,

“ Hahenicht, Deginy Cechur Americloch, 464: Ca-
pek, The Cecks (Bohemions) v America, 130,
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Listy (Kewaunee Paper) from 1892 10 1917,
a paper edited with considerable skill until 1704
by Jaroslav Lunak, who had worked on the stafi
of Dennice Novevekue (Morning Star of the
New Agel in Cleveland, a paper unequalled in
its literary taste among Crech-American publi-
calions. .‘.:'S!'j.’ wias 5upplr:mt?ht1::1 lrri:rﬂ}-‘ in 1002
by Kewaunshy Ohzor (Kewaunee Horizon)
La Crosse was home for Flastenec (Patriot),
publizshed from 1898 to 1909 and again briefly
in 1927, and Seats Rodima (Holy Family),
which a}:pﬂarﬂl |,:-ri1:ﬂ}' in 194497

ITH THE EXCEPTION of agricultural
and family-oriented publications, Wis-
consin Crech journalism wasz involved on one
side or another of the growing cleavage of the
Bohemian immigrant community along reli-
gious lines, This religious dichotomy became
L}IE ||rl.1iﬂmlll‘1a:nt I‘."IGITIE.';II'. EII. {:ZL‘HJ"E‘(‘I..ITII:T]L'H.II
life. and by the 18705 the small immigrant
community was split into two hostile and ex
clusive camps, the Roman Catholics and the
partizans of Seabodomyslene (Freethoughy) ™
Freethought was a sorl of intellectual posture,
o set of attitudes sustained by a philosophy
which represented the working out, in a free
and unstructured social climate. of certain
facetz of the Czech historical character deter-
mined by the Hussite tradition and the unfortu-
nate relationship of the recatholicized Bohemi-
ans with the control mechanism emanating
[rum ﬂ'u;: a.]lintlr_:ft uf the Ha.hslrur;’:_a .rmd t.h-E
Church. The Habzburge and their clerical allies
produced a hitter fruit, not in Bohemia but in
America. In freeing themselves from Vienna,
Czech immigrants were not hesitant to free
themselves from Rome as well. Ultimately a
major Prnpurtiun of Czech immigrnnta—ﬂli-
mates varied from 50 to 70 per cent—defected
from the Chureh and found meaning in orga-
nized frnlf'rnahﬂ;m and a highly ritualized
agnosticism. "
The intellectual origins of Freethought are
irrelevant here, but the leaders of Czech life in
Wii—:n‘nnﬁln, }“Il.i.";l;_"ﬂi Hﬂd I.'l."li.g;‘]uﬁ rﬂ.[]i‘calﬂ {II

T Ihid., 486, 583-514, 755; Capek, Padesat Jet ce-
ského piska v Americe, 263, 267, 268,

“Tomai Capek, Noge Anmerica (Our America)
1 P dgrie, 'l'-'."ﬂ:ll a70-373.

"(:ap*k, Padesae let cesfého tishw v Americe, 33-
42; Capek, The Cechs ¢ Bohemians) in America, 119
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818 and the 1860'= provided the arena, the
ideas, and much of the initial leadership for
the struggle which polarized American Czech
life. In Bobemia itsell, anti-Catholicism and
anti-Austrianisoe were synonymous by 1830,
Both were emploved as agents of national re-
]ﬁrt]'l._ 1.*!:E.lf:l.’ﬁs||1:|' ]:}' qoyoung anl -.’-!nnrmuu:-'-l}'
influential Prague journaslist, Karel Havlicek,
writing in his Narodni Noviny (National
NWews) . Havlicek's writings turned up in Vojta
Naprstek’s Flug-Blitter of the 1850°s, and the

contection of Bohemian and American radicals
M
wl.

i

was lﬂ.rl'l thta];]]nhl

In America Freethought had dual if net
multivarious origing. The Flug-Bliter opposed
the Catholic Chureh as an institution, but as a
formally organizged movement Freethought
[]’ﬂirﬁ fr:lrll. r]'l_l:,'. al'l'}ﬁ'af El'l Iﬁ{;‘) {If IJ\H(IEI"EI'
Klacel, a former Augustinian monk, an invet-
erate dreamer and prolific writer, who edited
in lowa City Sfovan Amerikansky (1869) and
later, in 1872, undertook the publication of
Hins Jednoty Svolodomysinyeh [ Voice of the
Freethinkers' Union )™ Klacel subsequently
restded in 2everal Wisconsin communities, and
in 1873 and 1874 dire poverty drove him to
perform priestly functions in rural Manitowoe
Counly.™ The groundwark for Freethought had
been well laid, however. All of the leading Wis.
consin Czechs—Jonas, Korizek, Naprstek, No-
vak, Pohl — were of Freethought dispositian
anrl unhus.t'ltatlngl}' entered r:lig'iuus combat.
All of them contributed to the specific and com.
plete departure of many Czech immigrants
from their old world faith, a phenomenon
which has had no parallel among other immi-
grant groups™

Freethought in Wisconsin was also propa-
gulnd in jc:hrnaiﬁ established for that ].rartltt:u-
lar purpose, Bodlak (The Thorn) commenced
in 1876 in Milwaukee, and Ruch (5tirh, which
followed in 1893, graphically expressed the
views of the religious liberals.® In spite of its
frequent degeneration inlo lasteless material-
ism. however, Freethought evinced a spirit, a

* Capek, Noase Amerifio, 364-366,
® Copek, Padesat let cesiciho tishn v Americe, 33—

43.
2 [,.'u!:n-ek, The Cochs { Bohemions) in Americe, 102,
- ?:ir.kd, Crech Cultural {’.'wrlrﬂ‘.h';n-ﬂns,, 70,
® Capck, Padesar fet cesioeho tiskua v Americe, 259,
47,
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sincerity, a concern for social well-being and
a ritualization which marked the movement as
decidedly religions.™ Since Freethought he.
came the dominant feature of Caech-American
life by 1580 it is difficult to accep! as common-
place such simplistic explanations of the phe-
nomenan as that offered by Vaclay Pohl of Ke-
waunce, one of its early leaders, who indicated
that irreligion came easily to him, for as a boy
in a Bohermian v'l]lagt-! school the cabechizm was
one book too many to manage on the long walk
home ™

In Wisconsin the task of frecthinkers seeking
to decatholivize their expatriated countrymen
was made easier by clerical shortages, prob-
lems, ineptitude, and hesitancy within the Cath-
alie community. Wisconsin Czechs. owing per-
haps to their ruralness, were probably the most
heavily Catholic group of Czech immigrants in
America. But they weve tardy in organization
and lost the initiative to the liberals, and they
produced numeraus converts to Freethought by
an unhupp:..' pelt‘i.ah hiﬁtnr:.'. In part, the Catholic
problem was the commonplace one of owner-
ship of physical facilities, a problem which
split many immigrant communities in America.
Since IMany church facilities were constructed
by devout laymen before the coming of the
clergy, there was considerable reluctance—and
often absolute refusal—to surrender property
to church authorities. Perhaps of equal conse-
quence, however, was the alienation wrought
by the behavior of immigrant priests, especially
the inability of many of them to perceive the
religious realities of a nation in which the
authority of the church was not buttressed by
the strong arm of the state ™

The first organized Czech parish in Wiscon-
sin was established in 1859 in Greenstreet,
Manitowoe f:c-unt}', and other nhapc]s were
built shortly afterward in Cooperstown, Tisch
Mille, and Kewaunee, Pariches in most Wis.
consin Czech communities were founded in the
1860°s.% Father Josef Maly, who arrived in
18535, served as the first clergyman and worked
in some twenty localities in the hrest hall of a

“ Balch, €hur Slavic Felfow Citizens, 391,

¥ Keweunske List - June 20, 1802

" Juseph Cada, Czech-American Cotholics, 1630-
1920 (Lisle, Ilinods, 19641, 24-25 &t possim.

B Fhid., 0, 11-12, 3031,
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fifty-year Wisconsin career.™ Many parishes
were wracked |.1_1,? dissension in the car]y VEATS,
and in La Crosse, lo cite one example, one of
the early pastors was forced out by the parizh.
ioners,"™ In some localities the refusal of elergy-
men to permit burial of freethinkers in parish
cemeleries reacted against the church. For this
reason, it was alleged, By 1877 Catholicism
died in Caledonia,™

The fracturing of the Czech immigrant com-
munity along religious lines was principally
responzible for the profusion of fraternal socie-
ties and the flowering of lodze life in Czech
America, Wisconszin Czechs were instrumental
in this process, particularly in the establish-
m.ll,':ni. {if IJ'H' S{I?f:ﬂ"j."ﬂ Ll:im'.: I:S]Eﬁ'il.’! Lindr_'[:
Tree) chain of societies. Slovanska Lipa, a
sorcial organization named after a revolution-
ary sociely established in 1848 in Prague, was
brought 1o Racine in 1861.% 1t was the prime
mover in the creation of Slavie, and later the
various lodges became part of the Sokol move-
ment,™ The societv opted for religious liberal-
iam at the outset, and it set in motion a move.
menl o institutionalize immigrant life, creating
lanzuage schools in Racine and Milwaukes,
burial societies in smaller settlements, and
amateur theatrical groups.™ The idea of non-
rE*HgiULIF- hrnlht.‘rhl;\m'] Wwas E:mn a muinr imPl:-
tus by Slovarska Lipa. Stangelville, a mere
hamlet, sustained five societies,® and by 1864
Caledonia boasted four associations of note—
Slovansie Lipa, Osvetn (Colture ), a burial so-
ciety, and an organization called simply Cesko-
Moravsid Bratri { Bohemian-Moravian Brother-

hood .5

B rtid., 012

“ rbid., 17,

O Mikulesky, “Motes on Early Days in the Hohe.
mian Settlement, Caledonia Township,”

= Themas Capek, The First Crach Society in dmer-
ice { Chicage, 19500, 13

“ Sokol (Falcon) was a gymnastic-physical culiure
mavement with patriotic and liberal religious over-
tones. It was the equivalent of the German Furnye
rein. The movemen! was [ounded in Bohemia and
intraduced among American Crechs in the 1860'e

H Mikulesky, “MNotes on Early Days in the Bohe-
mian Settlement, Caledonin Township™; Capek, The
Cechs (Boliemians! in America, 241,

® Habenichi, .i'}:ejf.rl:y !’:'r-f.‘.illnr.' ..-imarr'(_'kjch, 403,

“ Tan Movak, “Ye Zivota Jana Novaka v Tobore,
Wis." (From the Life of John Novak in Tabor, Wis-
consind, in Arerifan, IX: 170 (1886},



By the 1880¥= Slovanska .Ir.r'pr:' became im-
bedded n the and fraternal
and benefit functions largely devolved
Cesko-Slovansky Podporujici Spolek (Crech-
Slavie Benevolent
which i_;]nu!l_'ﬂ' in St. Louis and l]|1i]1lill{'3}
became the nmi-ur Caech H'-m‘i-:t'. in the United
States, C.5.P.5. expanded femn from St. Louis
and its first Wisconsin lodge was establizshed in
Milwankes in 1877, A state lodge was founded

Sokal movement,
upon

Society ), a fraternal hody

in 1878, followed by local branches in La
Crosze (187%1 . Prairie du Chien (1879), Ke-
wannee (1881, Francis Creek (1853 ), Racine

[R.L8 ]

88 (1885, Manitowoe {1886},

020 5 Toward the end of the
century the Western Bohemian Fraternal Union,

1] I, '1I|I'.|i='3‘l:l
and Caledonia {14

an Omaha-Cedar Rapids based body represent
ing a secession from C.5.1P.5., hecame promi-
nent in Kewaunee County.™ The fraternal
badies, '\r-f-”,l' and '\L|Erl|'ar1ill women's and
children’s societies were well re preserole +il l"t
1000, and all of the o ran izalions woere [ltl"'il'l
or dominated by free thinkers.

Wizeonzin's Czech Catholics were slow to
evolve parish-oriented fraternalism to compete
with the freethinkers, Milwauker Catholics had
ng arganization until 1871; Racine Catholics
remained ||nu:1':.=.'mi.3£'l| until 1896.% Parish so-
cieties in La Crosze, Watertown, and Milwan-
kee, however, were among the nine founders in
1877 of Ceshn Rimsko-Katolicka Pront Ustredni
Jeidnota ve Sp, St. Americkych (First Bohemian
Catholic Central Union in the United States),
the principal Catholic benefit snciety.™ In 1891,
Czechs in Prairie du Chien inspired a “seces-
fram the Catholic Central Union, leading
ultimately to the separation of twenty-one Wis.
vonsin parish lodges and the creation of & rump
|rr|r|i'n the Czech Roman Catholic Union in the
State of Wisconsin, which elaimed all of 900
memhbers. ™

gion”

This kind of exclusiveness was not untypical
of Wisconsin Czechs, and it was this separatist

T Martinek, Seoferi Jednoty C54, 83, 03, 87, 105,
10, 110, 150, C.5IMS, wos the major constituent of
the post-Waorld War [ fusion which produeed Crecho-
slovak Society of America.

* Hubenicht, Dejiny Cechur Americkyveh, 486,
= Thid., 334, 465.
™y |--.-|||| Cada, The Cathalic Central Union {Chi
cagn, 19521, 10, A6
1hid., 23-24: Capek, The Cechs [Boliemians} in
Arverica, JHL
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Jonas' greve in Prague, ]'lil.l'-*tﬂ 'r.:,pi'an;,’ef in JOOMS,

tendency which renders the designation “Wis.
consin Cgech” meaningful and useful. More-
over, just as Wisconsin became the first major
center Of '::?.E‘I:'h-.‘l'l.m“ri(:ﬂ[l lltEE'a iTS flL‘(.'Il FEE‘]
dents were also the first to succumb to the im-
mutable processes of assimilation. Undoubtedly
their exclusiveness and separalism. as well as
the decline of the stale as a major attraction
['.II' Hlf"'-'\i\ Hl'l'i"uf"lj i.]ll.ll'l.]:_",l'ilnl.‘.. wers .nh.lj“]. Con-
tributing factors in the assimilation process,
additions Lo the
immigrant stock after LEM,™ and the years of
World War 11 even witnessed a revival of
Czech-language journalism in the state, But the
creative role of the Wisconsin Caechs in Crech-
American life was fulfilled by 1890,

.]1]1I"r|' WEre, I.-F COLIFSE,  THS

¥ See Konrad
York, 1925).
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Bercovici, €n New Shores (Mew
50 and Jozeph Anslander and Audrey
”_l' Unele Tan ([ New York, 1948)



