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Dedication 
f 11 loving memo1y of R cvcreud tmd i\1 »s . .f0/111 E. Chapin 

T l-I E R&vritt:i-;o Jo11i-: E. C1tAl"IN canl c upon ou r scene :tt a crucial 
11101ncn1 in Lhe life of 1he Neenah (:hurch. Ffhc cloctt'inal dispute 

th:'l t had spli1 the church for a decade \\'M h<.~1l ing. The L\\'O ri\1:11 
Cencr.il :\sstn•blic~ 1·euoit(:d in 1 R6~). \\1hich sci 1hc pa11crn fen· d i­
' 'ided presbyteries :and lt>C:al cht1rchc$. 

'fhc l"'O Neenal1 co11grc:ga1 ions fe ll iott> line. calling j ohn E.. 
Chapin to he lhcir p:tslor. l·le cn lcre<.I upon h is n1inistr)' o n !\f;1y 28. 
18jO. and s:erve<l our church for ;j~ )'Cars. un1 il his retirc1l1cn1 in 

1903. Thcrc:1fter. until his de.1th in 19 11 , he clcnlonsn·alcd ,,,h:it it 
takes to be a good prcclccc.'\Sor. Continuing 10 111:1kc his hc)1llC in our 
1nidst, he''~$ C\'Cr helpfu l 10 his successor. the l{cverend J. L 1\•far· 
qu is, and never ill 1 he \\'; ty. 1-t i :5 c:1p:u.:i1 )' ror sclf·cff:1cen1cn t an1ou111(.'<L 
lO ~' fine a1·1. 
1~hc)S(; of ns ,,•ho. :-is ch ildren. c.11ne in to 1ne111bcr;ship ondcr l)r. 

C hapin's n1iois1ry. 1·e111c111b{:r h in1 ror his six f<><>t four inch hcig-h t. 

his knce·lcngih frockco.11 "•hich he ah,•ays " ·ore. :-ind his long bean:L 
\\'hith hid all r:1t:ial exprc;5Sion hut 1hc kindly :tncl undcr!)l::lllding 
c)'CS. Ne\1er a rc.1d y 111i.xer. he gave the appe~11·ance of gl'C!'al reserve . 
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I-le, ne\'er Lhe lcss, had lhc rcvcrc 111 i:tl rcspcCl o f 1 he cnli1 e co1n1nuni1y. 

Not o nl)' <Ud he h eal die hrcach of t.hc '&o's, bul " 'i th O. \ V. 
llc rgstro1n he laid Lhc found3tion o[ o ur prcscnt d :t)' chu rch life. 
The Sunday Sch ool evolved fr c>111 a fc \\' gro\\'nups :tnd an "infant 
c;lilss" 10 a c;o111p lc t<:ly gr:~tled c n1e1•prise. A )'Ollllg" J>COplc's socict)' 

o f Christian Endeavor \\' :.lS org::i.n iied. llai.siug 0011grt~-a 1 iooal funds 
Lhrough pe \\' rents '''as d isp!ace<I by the volunt:trr pled ge. Sensing 

Lhe n c<.xl of sontclhing 10 c;a 1c;.h lhc intCl'CSL of boyhood , Dr. Chapin 
ourscd i1110 1.>eiog the 1~0)'5. l! rigade. an 01·g<ln ii::itio n h'hic;h prc)n1ptl)' 

evolve<l ioto a con11nuoit)' pi-ogr<irn . 
No tcs1i1nonial to J ohn E. Ch:i1,in \\'Ottld l.>c co n1p lcte \\•itho u t 

:i 1rib111c to his \\' ifc. ff C\'Cr liacre ,,·:1s a pastor's \\•ife \\'ho supple· 

01cnte<l her husl.>an<l a l ever y tL1rn. it \\'ilS l-l a1,·icL Ely Chapin. I le i· 

ready s in i le. quick ,,•it , aud gT:1ci o u s go0<l n :l1 ur<: h::1hu1ct."<J hi$ <ligu ity 

and reserve. A \\'Ont:ln of refine<I 1a$IC.S ;u~d lc \•e l judgnlcnt, she \\·as 

:tlso :1 sk illed sc::in1:;1 re$.S. :H1d e xcellent cX>Ok. and :-i 1nodcl house· 
keeper. 111 1he hon1e~ of the congreg:ltion , she ''':ts nol o n ly :l fr(:· 

q uenl \'isitot. but genu in e ly lo\'e<I. 

And so. " ' ich true :1ffcc1 io11 ,,·c.: d c,.'fl ic;;;u c thi:s l>ook. th:\l the l!lst ing 
tninistry o f 1hcsc l \\'c't ~er:arl ts (>f Cod n1ay continue to llC:tr fr11 i t 

:uno ng us. 



Foreword 

By 

R EVEREND jOHIN £. J30VQUl~'I' 

0 Nt:. ci..1:.161:-.:v ::i n1o uo1ain \\' ill son1clintc:; 

pause 10 look du,,·n n•ith ne' ' ' perspective 
upon lhc trail he l1as n1ounte<l.1~hcn rcrrcshed 
by 1hc n1001cnl o( rest ;ind c::on1cn1plation, in· 
~pire<I by the chal lenge of the heights above, 
conscious of s1re11g,Lh aod ;:1bili 1y, he strive.s 
<igain 10 conquer his goa.I. 

In th is Centennial year "'<! pause on our 
up,.,·an:I journey lO gain such if1spir:it ion . 

-rhis book \\1ill 111akc ' ' i"id the past ''' iLh 
sonu; of i1s pcrsona li1icsand :ic;coo1plishn1en1s. 
Frorn our historr, let us g-;tin a deep sense 
of the prcscnc;e :Hnd 1>0, .. ·cr o[ God, "·orkil)g 
in ::ind 1hrough this congregation. Then let us 

hrc:uhc tt pr:1ycr of g-rat itudc for 1hc>sc ser,•ants of l lis 
.. vho ha\'e done liis \\1 ill through ;1ll 1hesc years. 

Jt is our hope lha1 c:u·l1 \\1 ill g<1in :l vision or the 
glorioos victor)' Cod has 1·e:.se1·ved [or us, 'vho fa.cc the 
pr<>spcC't ;uul c:lt~1llengc o[ :i.n even grc;:itcr fu ture. It is 
for us to 1·ise to the 1asl.:s of a 11c,,· century. a ne,,· ,,·orl.: . 

a greal oppor1u11 i1y. 

f'(l.S/Or 
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Centennial Program 

CENl.ENNIAL. Co~l~1UNION 

Sur1tiay October ; 

Our w ugrcg:11ior1 opens the ()1.1$er\'=luc;C of (lur Ccntenni:d Vc:at with 1hc Co1n­
rnunion Stn•iee. It it. parti<:ularl)' signilie11n1 that t his ij a \Vorld \Vide Corn· 
n1u11ion. 

ANNUAL CoNCRECATIONAI. i\l 1-;i-:·r1:-;c: 

·r11utsday, Ottober 11 

\Ve rc,·iew our pa~1 y~~r :ind pl:in for the: future. 

0RCAN R t:Cl1'AI. 

Sut1day. Ortob~r 17 

A \'CSJ>t'f scrvi«: :'ll 4:3:0. Our organis-t, ~liria1n Clapp Duncan, ,\ . .'\.C.O., as.­

si$ttd by guest ;anis-t presents " prc)gr.1111 ()f ~<red ;ind classical n1usic. 

CE:-.,·1-:NNIAL. BAl"QUt'I' 

·r1i"rs.day~ Ortob<:r ,s 
lk>)S IJrig;ade Huilding 

i \ fcllo\,•sbip supptr sponsored by the \ \Torne11'11 SM:icty witlt poru'i.\yal of 

1th1oric: C\'Cll t$. 

Dis1ributinn o r Ccncenni ;;i l Jk>Qklct. 

ll ECOGNITlON SER.VICE 

Sunday, _.,._,~,,1ber j 

At Oltr morning " '<11-ship , .. c i«ognhc and hon<1r our 50 Y<'a.r nlcn1ben. 

Cno11~ Co:-<:J.~'t 
Sunday~ l\ro1Mt11bcr ;:,1 

A \'e,J)('r .\(n'iCC ~l .,:30. Our choir .... ith g uest :u·t i~ts presents :1 lll~l~Ul or 
nlusic :11111 sacred song. 

C•::-tr1::. ... :-11A1. SuNt>A\' 
Dccct11bt1' 1;:, 

CHURCH $C1100L M l l, \•-9 : 15 

·-r11c Sund:.» Churcl1 Sc':hool 1necu in t11c Church 1\ 11ditQriu111 ror wo1,hip and 

1>rntse. 
;\IOkl'>lNC \\'Oll.s llll'-10:55 

A M?:n·icc or th ::tnl:.1 o,lith the receptio n or tl1c O:ntc-nni :;i l cl:l~ l)f ue...· u1e111bcrs. 
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The Centennial Anniversary Service 

T he ~toc:lcr.uor or 1he Geller.ti 1\ sse111 bl)' of lhe Presl))' lerian Church 
in ihe U.S .. •\ .. l)r. J c~<se f.-1 . l~ait'<I. Presiding. 

+ 
S1'A'rE~t•::-;1· Ol' PuRl'O~I! 

0 t.'R God h::t$ io 1-1 is gl'!lce brought the co11grcg~1tio11 oC this c:hurch 
through a century o f ftllO\\'Ship :;ind scr, •i(C to this great day of cele· 

b1·:u ion. 1'hercforc \\'C g:;i1.her 1ogc1hcr in our sanc:tua.ry lO rcde<lica1e our­
scl"CS :111d our dturch 10 Lite teaching. prca.ching and healing 1ui11istry of 
J esus Christ. I.I) the \\'Orship or(;()(( :ind the ::tdtnin i-Stn.ltion of l-lis sac:ra· 
ntcnu . and to all otJ1cr good \\'Ol'l:s \\•hich h'C, :1.s the Uoc-1)' of Chri;)t, shotild 
render u nto hun1anity. \ Ve 1hcrcforc seek I li.s blessing l' i>On 1hi.s ser,•icc. 

+ 
The Litany of T hanks 

Afi11ister: 1:-or Th)' providen 1i:tl c::'lre 1hal hath broughl us in pc:u;:e 
aod prospcriL)' inlO Lhis hour: 

/>cople: \ ,\ re g-i\'C Thee lh~1nks, () Lord. 

i\linistcr: For lhe s;1c:rific<: arid devolioo of all the faith!u1 '''ho have 
eslablished and n1ain1ained our chorch, 

J>eo/1/e: \\'e give 1~hce hurnble thanks. 0 Lord. 

1'fi11;s1cr: For Thy grate, ,,,hich sustalnet,I oul' faLhers and ga,·c co 
the1n the vision a nd Slrengch 10 n1al:.c kno\\'n Thy uan1e in lhe 
\\•ildcrncss: 

f'co/1/e: \\'e g-ive -r hee heart)' Lhanks, 0 l..ord. 

l~fiuistcr: For Lhc CCOlUT)' or liviog \\' itncss IU ~rhr glo1·y; for lhe 
fo ttndalion finnly laid for us: 

1-'eoplc: for lhese and countJess other blessings, ,,.c do give .. fhce 
exceeding abundantly our J>raisc ancl (hanks. 
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t\liuister: Seeing Goel h;uh :;o ric·hly blesse<I Lhi.s ch urch :lod 
pc.--ople in the century thaL i!j past. " ·c: nO\\' r c,'flc,.'flic:ue our· 
selves to 1 l i.s co1'llinucd service (or the century that lies 
:1hc;1d . 

1~hercrore. to the:: S<JoClthing of Lrouble<I hearts. the• ru111fOrl nf 
the sorr0\\1ing. 1he preac::hing or 1hc \\'Ord or (:O<l in Chrisl , 

l-'eo/1le: \\'c redt.'tlic::ue ou rselves. 0 l .or<I. 

t\liuistet: ~ro 1he Chrisli:tn nurlure ol lillle <:hihlren. 1he 1c;1ch· 
ing :'Ind g uidan ce or )'outh: 10 the kindling of high courage 
a ncl holy purposes in 1he hc:lrts o f all \\1 ho " '0 1·ship in <n1r n1idst. 

1•co/>lt·: \Ve rededicate o u rsel\'CS. 0 L.orcl. 

J\/iuisler: To t he fai thful \\'OrsliiJ> of Cod. 1hc obscr,•anc e or lhe 
~u:1·a 1nc111s. 1hc d evotion of heart ~ind 01ind in htunhle scr\·· 
ice or the Christ. 

/);·ojJ/,·: \ \le rededic.'t1e o u rscl\'<:s 1hi5 cl:1y 0 L.ord. forc"er. 

+ 

A1,;o..11~11TY COi'•, our F':ithc;1', ... rhol• \\'ho h:t.Sl called us iuto lite fcllOh'· 

.sh ip of ~f"hy t hurch.gi\•('11 u.s thcspirilua l heritage of ::il l the s:1inc,..; and 
l'rophets. :ind 1natchet:I 11., 10 the challenge of this hour. bcstO\\' ,fh)' 
blt."SSing upon II.) \\·ho ,,7, it before 1~hcc. 

Kindle in our hc:a1·ts :ipprc:ci:ition of the high J>l"ivilegc of scr\•ing ' J"hcc 
and Jill us \\•ilh the IO\'C of 1 .. hcc. ·rhr Kingdon' ;:ind our re llo"'nien. Ci,·e 
U.S that true \'iSion of .. fhy \\' i ll th;1t ~1:111 llll''ll OUI' he;1r1s 10 pr.tisc ... fhec 
both in \\'Ord and d et.>tl. 

Cr;tnl 1' hou 1'h)' blt.-s..; ing t-O folio''' u~ into the fu ture, "'' 1h:11 :1s \\'C 
a(hicve "'e shall add glor)' to 1' hy Kingdo111. Crane s trength o! 1nind <•nd 
purpOSC. <:our;1gc;: ur hca1·l :11111 soul 10 each \\'h o \\'ill .ser ve ~fht.-e. 

ConscC'r:ite us. our p rayers, our 1:dc:nts, our labor$ aod g ifts . ye:1 C\'Cn 
our "'hole li,·ts, u nto the se_r\'ice or ~rhy Ki11gd o1n. This i\ o ur pr:iycr 
as \\"<:enter our nch' c:cruury. 1\nd ... fhine shall he the Kingdo1n and the 
P O\\'Cr ;iud the (_;Jory, hQth ll0\1' ~~nd ro1'('1'er, Through J i..>sus (;hri5l our 
Lo rd, ,.\,.tt:N. 

+ 
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Centennial Committee 
Jc>11N S. Tot.VERSON, c11A1R~1As 

J.h~ IOIUC\L 

S1uar1 · r11(1n1p¥111 

i\l rs.. 1\rtl1ur RitSC'r 
1\ 1~. 1);1vic.I J <111t' 
i\lrs.. H. I\. Su1:1rt 
\ \filbur $. Sp:1rk~ 
E. 1\ , 5'.."'<:r'IOn 

HOOt>Ll.T 

J ounc) I I. .'>h :l1tuC'k 
i\Jr.._ Ned Rigl1to1 
!\Jn. (:c;urge U:in1a 
l)•lu~las O. ·r.1ub('11 
Oun \Veber 
J. I I, \ \'illc1°ding 
\\'ilbc1 t Rike 
.\fj,, Juau 1 lagen 
:O.fis) f\. ;nhr) 11 Sc-J1ult1 
~Ii~ llcl~u ll:1IJC·o tl 
s .•.. $hi1lttt("I: 

l:<.\'11.\ll t>!''> \ ;'.0 l ·fO,l'l ft\IJlY 

;\fr.. 1- J. l'inkcr1nn 
.\h~. H.obc1 1 ;\lull 
\\'illi.1111 Qwc;u 
I~ rl \ \' i 11 i :uns 
·r ed \'on:lu 

J'M(M:IC.,\\I 

.\1nbro>e Owen 
S:ulir r ipler 
.\ I i"> l lc1c11 H.,1!,,oc,k 
,\h'.l>. ;-\ . £. ,\l.:ii<Qu:1nic 
i\h .1<. 1\. (:. (:ill>crt 

P l.81.ICIT\' 

(;1i11rgc .A. J ai;crsun 
Fred Bent1en 
l)r . • ·\ . I'. (;111h:uu 

;\hJSIC 

.1· C. JUe11i11ger 
1\ h '!o. (:1:orgc \ Veigandt 
A. C. Cilbcn 
i\Jr),. S. N. Pick:nxl 
,.\ 1nhr())(: 0"'"(:11 

'l'OUS(l l' f..01"1.f' 

~uiur \ \l(:")tn1instC'I' Crou1) 
S. J.', Sfi,1ttuck, . \ ch'i.,.)r 

f unior \\'c.1 1 ni11~1cr <.:n>up 
i\lr. and ,\h·,., Oon:lld 1 lci.,.el', 

, \ d\•j'>()I' 

·' " \lllY.ll.•1111' 
Ralph R id<:) 
i\lrs. S. F. Sh .. ttuc-l 
I.on-en Sc-hrocder 
F. F. i\l:1r1iu 
\1 \ O E. \ ' a\ll'i1) 
l\1a than \\1;1ud:i 
Eu M)I}' I_ R i<k;1rd 
;\Ir:-. S. N. l)ickard 
i\lrs. Ccor,;c \\1<:igi111rh 
i\ fr), J· B. ,\lill:ir 

"''°'· \1nbr0l>C O\\c:11 

P.u.t'.Al\ r 

),Ir;,. R.. E. & nd<:I'$ 
N:uhoon \ \':11111:1 
),11'$, , \ nhl1r R i1gcr 
.\fr.,, P,1l1ner l:t 1\ h C.01111t·ll 
),fr:.. llobc11 ,\uder;,nu 

C. H. Clark 
S. N. Pick:ucl 
,\ f f$, II. K. Jktbc-ock. 
i\f rs:. 1\ . I'. Re111le) 
J)()u I I . Sc:,·e~n 

'"rhc c:ong·regaLion is cx1 rc1ncly gr.:ucCul 10 Lhvse 1nc111bers or our 
church '''ho h;t\·c ren<lered a real ;ul1l las1iog- .scrvic<: in planning ;uul 
pres<:111ing oul' Ce1~1e~1111ial prog r;un :ind lhis Centennial Uuok. 
Bo1h lll~rk :tn enduring l'i:C:orcl or CUIT hundrc.xl )'C;•rs in 1J1c \\'Or:)hi p 
and service or Cod. \Ve '"ill long re1nc1n ber lheir ach ie\'en1enls . 
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010 llO\lf-~'-D OF Jf,Ul~' Rr10 "' utluth tire fint rell~ 
fiO•J J<M-teJ irt .\"teMh wrc ll~ld ,,. 18-lj· /t ..._. irt • Ji,..it.r 
Jl'1l<t11te o;i:n<d ll'J '-"J•I II )o,.eJ llt•t tltt (ant PY°"'r 
tt'J'NN <O.Kft(!ll10tt "''' /mO• to /orJlfNI 01i-11r:.lron •• • ,,..,,,,_ 
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A Century of Service and Worship 
By \\1 1 t.J~UK Si>AKKS 

"Lei thy work af'pcar u'1IO tlly servants, 
and tlty glory u"to their children." 

T HE &Ak.l..Y 11 1~'TOR\' of 1hc First Presbylcrian Church of Neenah is 
the record of tlVO si11all n1issions. t.'Stablishcc:L and sustainc..xt for 

n1orc than a d <.>cade, one b)' the Congt·egationa1 Church, and the other 
h>' the J>resbyteri:to dcno1nin;11ion. The field 1n1ly \va.s pioneer. for 
100 years ago Neenah \\'as onl)' a ga,,, n1ill, a gl'ist 1nill, a fe ,,• setLler;s' 
cabins in the vast forcst:s of \Visconsin. \\•hose 101.aJ population 'vas 
only seven thousand. 

J ( the propel' order of prcscnta1io11 '''ere follo\'.'Cd, the St01')' of 
the Presbyterian rnission '''ould be l'elated before that of the Con­
greff<ltional, but it sce1ns '''i$C to reverse the c)1·dcr. ,~here are a nun1· 
ber of rC3S<nls for t-his. The Conb'l'egntional n1ission '''<IS est:tblishccl 
;, yc..'lr earlier; there '''as \'Cry close cooperation bet,veen the t\\'O 
denon1inatioos; a[tcr t\\·ent)'·l\\·o )'C~n·s the Congregational group 
united '''ith Lhc Pre.sb)'lcrians. and at Lhc Lin1e of union oucnunt· 
bc1·ed then1 by nlore than ''''O lO one. 

The First- Presbyteri:u1 Church o( \ Vinnebago Rapids, as Neenah 
\Vas then kno,,•n . '''as ory,ranize<.I Decc1nhcr 15, 1848. This ,,·:ts not. 
ho,,•ever, 1hc fi rsl protestant service held in this con1n1unity. Three 
years prior, an itinerant 1ninis1cr of t-hc C\'Cr alert ~lcthodist church. 
preached a scnuon :it the home of J·larrison lleed. located on the 
Point n<..~r the east end of \Visconsin A,•enuc. The village's entire 
population of seven ,,,hitc 1ncn and a fe''' Jndians con1poscd the 
audicocc. 1-\ Fe'" days later ''''O o( those scveo ,,•hitc nlcn Jay dead. 
y,,,o Olll o( seven \\'as a serious d<..-.i1..h loss percentage. as it '''oulcl be 
to any c01l11nunity, but that- the serrnon '''as in an)''''a)' responsible. 
1 he records do not shO\\'. 

The second J>fOt<..-stanL religious service hef(l in \\1hat is no''' the 
ci1.r of Neenah, '"as conduct<xl in 18-46 by the Reverend 0. I>. Clin· 
ton. 1·ep .. e.se11ting the (:ongregational I-Jonte ~t issionary Society. This 
ser\'itc "·as also held in ;1 ho111c on t-lu:: Point not fur front \\•here 
the 1-fintcrthucr ho1nc non• stands. There ,,·ere ''''elve persons pres. 
ent. 

1-\ gifted 1n;111 \\' :JS this young llev. ClintOll, ror he had foresight 
as \\'Cll as religious zeal. I le "·as c:h:11·111<...xl br the breathless be.'lllt)' 
of this region. I le " 'as able to vision a city rising on the baoks o[ 
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lhC Fox River \\'here \\'a tc:r j)oh·cr n•as su J>lc111 if111. I le kne\,. th:ll 
en\igrants \\•ere lrccking \VCSt\\·ard, and that in lhis ter1•itory of \ Vis· 
con.sin there \\'ere tJ\en v:ist acre;) of f errilc lancl.s :t \\·aiti ng ti llcrs o f 1l1c 
soil. and lhat there \\'ere n1any 1housa.11ds of S<1ua1·e 1nilcs of un· 
1ouchcd titnlx:r r t::1dy to supply the ran· pr<>duccs o f indus1 ry. Ccr· 
1ainly for this rcg-ioo 1hc1·e \\•as a destin)'• 

1-lcv. Clinton did not jus1 recognize the a1 1.~1c1 i vencss of the place. 
he d id ~>1nct.hing a l>Oul iL l·le pra ised h t\•hcrcvcr he \\·ent. He \\•rote 
letters lO his fl·icnds :tncl :.c;quain1anccs. ul'gin~ thc1n tc.> settle here. 

;\fsu.. 0 . I' . C1 IS'TO~ 

:ind s uccccch .. '<I in inducing 
quite a nun1l>e1' to do so. 
\\

1hile proving h intSclf :1 

pro n101er of no n1can a bil· 
i 1 )'. he di cl nc>t forge t his c.."<1 ll­
i ng or ncgl1.'C1 thc spiri111nl 
needs or 11 is lello,,· pioneers. 
I le ~t hin1self to cst.i.hlish· 
ing a C hri:;1 ian (hurch. 

r\J>ril 4. 18 Ji• \\'as :in 
epochal dale in IJ1e hii)to1 y 
of this r(..-gion. fo r ir ''':1s on 
tli:lt <kt) ' 1he l11·s1 Chris1 i::.n 
rhu1ch here <"l'nue into be· 
ing . • \ 1 1hc rcqu1.:s1 of l~C\. 
Clintun a snlall g1·oup o[ 
Chri$1 ian people 1nc1, :ind 
after pr.lycr :tnd dclil>cr:t· 
1 ion. o rganized tl1crnscl\'es 
i11 10 a Congregational 
church. r\t this 1nccting :il:;o 
1 he flni;t c::o1n1nunion ser\'· 
ice in th is <·onununit")' \\·a~ 
ob.served. 

/tor the fro11tir1 ;-\ ('~JI \\":!~ CStcncled IC> 

l{ev. C lincon lO serve a.spas· 
tor. ,,•hich call \\'as acccptecl. Fot ahotu rour yc•n·s \Vith great love ancl 
c:trc he 1nin ist<'r(..'fl 10 the fh.'(lgling congregntion. l·le 1lu:n resigned 
to re.su 1ne his ho1ne niission ,,.ol'k \\'hich he <lir e<·led for 1na11y ye::1rs 
fro1n his ~lcn:tshn hcunc. 1hc lot ror " 'hich \\':tS given hi111 b)' Go\· 
crnor J)OI). lie ;tlsu e~tabli~hed l11e C.~ong1egation:t l Church in ~l e· 
oasha. "there are so1nc in our church '''ho in 1h c;ir ro1u h k1lC\\' 1{e\'. 
Clinton :utcl $t ill honor his n\eniot)'· 

Fur :t p l:lcc in \\1hicl1 lO '''orship. the C:ongrcg:ttional i.st~ sel1.-c1c..-<I 
a log house j ui>1 1hn·th aod e.'\Sl c>f the iu tersection o f l~hn Street and 
·~- l)ot)' r\\•enue. · rhe house had hcc11 hui h hy the governn1cnl :ts :t 
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hon1e for Indians. bttL \\'as used br Lhe1n as a stable. '"r his ''>:ts a11 
hu111ble place in ,,,hich lO '''orship, hut ,,·:..s il oot in =:i Slab le lhat 
d te Christi~ul e~1 had its Ol'igin? 

Need {or con1n1oc-lious <1u ;1r1crs so()n lt.--<l the Congrcgalion alists to 
lease a .store roo1n o n E. \ Visconsin ;.\ve. about OJ>posite the librar}'. 
\ Vhilc "·o rshiJ>ing here, 1he)' d ecidetl 1.0 sec:u1·e 3 church horne of 
their o'' 'n . ;.\ joint stock con11>.111r ''' :1s in process of erecting a 
church building al 1hc in ten1eetio11 of O;lk St. and J~ . l)Ot)' t\ ve. 
n•herc the l n1n1anuel Luth· 
cran Church UO\\' stand!. 
'"r li is the Congregation:1lis1s 
ass111ned in an unfin ishecl 
condition and <·:1rried the 
\\'Ork on to co1nplctio n as 
funds bcc;a111c :'l,":1ilable. 1· h e 
building '"as rc1:>0r ted 10 

h:ivc cost s2.ooo, $208 of 
'''l1ich 1\'aS reccivetl fronl the 
Church E1'eClion Fund. 

The congreg;1tio 11 u•as 
able lO OC:CUJ>)' llS J\e\\' 

church ho n\e in 185~. The 
l>uilding ,,·as a lso used for 
public school purposes. It 
''"'s a n eat fl'a111e building 
vancered ,,,i1h brick. It a lso 
had a front 1>0r1ico \vith 
f<n11· colu1nns. and became 
knoh'n :is 1l1c " l~ittle Brick 
Chu1'ch," Here 1hc Congrc· 
g;u.iooalislS ,,•orsh ipped \Ill· 

til 1860 ,,,hen thcr 1nergcxl R t:\'t:llE."'0 Cl.1~TO~' 
• 11 Slf!111 and steadfast /c11°th \\1iLh a group of Prcsllylc· 

ri;ins to l>econic the Second 
J>rcsbytcrinn Church of Neenah. 

No''" ha\ling introcluccd fo r h:tckground purposes Lhe Congrc.·ga· 
tionalis1s, predestined in due t i111e to Ix: Prcshytcri:u1s, \\'C! proceed 
to ttace fron1 lhe 1><.-ginning chc 1hread of history of the First Pres· 
bytcri:ln Church. !Jae one hundredth anniversary of \\'he-~<· founding 
is llO\\' being cclcbrntt..'fl. 

In 1\og ust o f 18.18. 1he s..1.111c year \Vi.scon.') in llCc'an1e :1 state :ind 
one )'C.'11' afler \\' inncb;ago H.apicls bec.'u11e :1 village. ll c\I, 1-1. ~I. 
l~obcrt.son, :a J'Cpl'C'sentat i\'C of the ]>r<.'Shy1erian l\c).1.rd or Do1nestic 
~·rissions . .scoole<I Lhis conl111unit)' 10 see i( conditio ns '''a rr:tntcd 
c:stahlishing a ni ission church l1crc. I le fonncl the nucleus of a ft\\' 
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l'resb)' tcrian f:i1n ilics ::ind began to preach statedl)' at the ho1nc o[ 
Loyal Joi, Jones, located Oil \ ·\lest \\liscoosill 1\ve. ne::ir \\'here the 
Bergstrom rnill no''' s1ands. for a shorl li1ne in the late fa ll . services 
,,·ere held in tJ1e sa.1ne Indian cabin on Ea.st Doty ,,·J1cre the Con· 
grcgationalists originally "·o rshi ppcd. 

In Occernbcr or tl~c stunc year a large roon1 O\'CI' the store of 'talc 
ancl Jones ,,•as usc.'<1 as a 1ncc1ing place until a cln.1rch building could 
be erC.'(:tCc.I. This store building " 'as located e.ast of 1he \1~1lley Ion 

'V•scoX$l/\" A\•1;.-.:-u•: .u it looked it1 18'18• Yale n11d ) 011es ge11ernl store 1cl1e1e 0111 
churrh l •MS fon11f'rly organized u~s 0 11 tl1e rigJ11 br:yorul. the irtte-ruction. 

aero$$ d1c rnillvay tr::icks on \ ·\1isconsin "\veoue. lt ,,•as here that on 
Oece1nber 15, 1848 the first P·resbyterian Chun;h of \\linneb~go 
Rapids \\':IS fon11ally org-.tni1.ed. The officers of Lhi!l infant church or 
eighleen n1en1bers "'ere Rev. l\'filton Ht1xley and l.c)yal 1-1 . Jones. 
duly cle<:1c.'({ :ind ordaine<I as elders, and Osial \\1ilcox. elected and 
o rd:tincd a!l a deacon. "'flle follo"•ing 0<:1ober, \Vill ian1 L Lindslcr 
,\·~s n1adc a ruling elder and thus beca.1nc the lhird 1ncn1bc1· or the 
scssioo. Rev, Roberoon consented to bcco1nc the p:tstorand rcn1:1int.'<I 
lO nurt ure 1he church for a pcriocl of five yeal'$. 

Rev, Robertson \\'as lhe ideal pioneer p.1.Stor. Young in ye~rs. (ull 
of vigor. ,,·ell trained for Lhe n1inistry. a nd schooled io Presb)•tcriao 
fai t11 and practice, he guidc..'<L \\•iLl1 a strong hand. 

As early as 1851 tllc church took steps lO\\':trcL erecting a house of 
" 'orship. The site selc:x:1ecl '"as E. \\lisc:onsin t\\'C, near the ccn1cr of 
the Lhrec hunclrccl block on L11e soulh side . .. rhc undert.'\king £01· the 
litlle congregation \\1as indce<l au an~bitious one, but \\' i l h assist:uu;c 
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F11UT PR&SIJ\"n:IUA.S C t lVllCH- 1851- 1870 

of 1he 1>.-irenlal chul'ch bo.1rcl. the building \\·as co1nplcted tind de<li­
ca.tl'd in .Ja 1\uary 1852. 

T he net'' church \\•as a beautiful '''hite fi·amc structure, quite adc­
<1uate (or the needs of the day. I t had a .sc."4l1 ing cap.'lcity double that 
of the "liltlc Brick Church" o( tl1e Congregalionalists. lt '\'as a day 
o[ g reat j oy and h igh hope..:; to the Prtsbytcriao.s \\'hen they ' verc a b1e 
to O<:cupy tfleir net\' church home. 

l\ ut sc:1rccly had the church gotten olf to :·t propitious St.'l t'l Ulan 

dark clouds a p1:>eared on the horizon. Ugly rumors '''ere abroad 
that certa in n1en1bers t\•cre not '";1lking the s1 r:1ig-ht and narro,,· ,,·ay. 
1\ t that t inte. a ny 111enlbcr f;illcn into sinful error. unrepentcd :ind 
unconfessed. becanle a so1·c that \\•as cancerous and 1·ec1uire<I surgical 
attent ion ~•t once. Or.:1s1 ic action of the church as practiced then s<.-cn15 
stern ;ind severe to ws loday. but '"hile \\1e have co1l1e <t long '''a)' in 
the one hundre<I years since Lhcir day. \\'C 1n us1 bear in 1nind that 
they, tOO, had CC>1ne a long \V3)' in the hund red )'etll'S that preceded 
1Ju;1n. 

There \\'ere cenain g1·ouncls on " 'hich di.sciplioc 1night be invoked. 
··cencr:il rttnlO~,,·· ''c.:01n1no11 fa111c'' or '':lCC11$1tion'' \\1Cre 1nanda1or)' 
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('.<lll!SC.S r.,r the p:1.sto1· and 1·11ling clde~ l() give hcetl. If in 1hcil' 
opinion the ch:1rg~ ,,·ere o( sutJicieut I)' scrioos nalure to h':lrr.1111 
an i11vestiga1io11. in11nedia1e at':tion boc;uue ntttSS'l1'}'. .1-\ con1n1i11c<: 
'"ou1cl 1hcn he :lppoinlcd by the session lO '''ai1 upon the nlleged 
offclldcr. If there ,,·ere cooft.'S.Sion ~ind repeauancc the 1n;111cr n1igh1 
be considere<l closed. If noL. the accuS(.'<L '''ou1d be )llllHnoned to 
sho ,,· C'tu:S.C " 'hy J1e or .i.he .i.hould not he t:xt·luded fro1u du.: chnrc;h . 

Io 185:: 1hc '''hole , ,illnge " 'as tense " 'ith escite1nent. ··Conunon 
{ame .. had it that one of the sisters \\':ts gu ilty of a serious .,·in1e. She 
'""'"S n 1a i1e<l upon hy the 1>.1stor ancl Inter by a con1n1ittee of the elders. 
LO nll o[ '''hon1 she stoutly declart.'<I her inn0<:c1u;<;. l\ut :;11.-spiciuu 
agaillst lier \V<t!S too strong and she '''as su1111nonccl to ap1>ear at ~1 hear· 
ing, that her innocence cu· guilt 1nig-ht be d c1crn1incd. 

Tin1c :ind J>lncc for a 11·ial '''ere set. l{e\', ltobertson pr<."Sidcxl ns 
judge. "J~he l'ttl inJ; elcltl';!. ser\IC<I :1s jury. 1~he sis1c1· '"as ;1tc:11s<.'<I of 
ralschood. theft of a hlack sil k dress. nnd of unhol)' conducL ·r11e 
trial lasted l\\10 £ull days. Bo1h defense :u1cl 1>n)sCcutiou c-01111.scl \\'(fc 
1>rovidc.."<I. \ Vi1nc.ss(."S '''ere S\\'Orn and 1esti1nony t:iktn. boLh in direct 
and Cl'OSS csanlination. 

--rhc cvidcnc:::c \\'as incri1ninating :1s 1he clefenclant ooulcl not s.1tis· 
ractorilr account for the J>OSSCi:Sion of l\\'o black silk aprons '''hich 
lhe pro.s(.'Clllion charge<l ''' t1·e n1adc fro 111 the slolcn d ress. "rhe sis1cr 



\\'as found guihy and exp.cited. -r hc hndi11gs l\•ere also read in church 
the rollo"·ing Sunday 111orning. 

S1ern :is 1his pruning pr<x:ess sccn1s lO us tO<lay, it 1nusl be s:tid of 
those pioneers Lhat an ~uten1pl '''as n1ndc to follO\\' Ute scriptural i11-
j unctio11. " f f n bro1hcr-in 1h is case a sis1cr-be overtaken in a (;tuh. 
re.stol'e such a one in the .spirit o( 1nc..-ekness." "r l1e '";'y ,,·;is left 01>en 
for lhC sister 10 repent :iud rclurfl 10 her place in the church. 1~hi.s 
she evcnlually did. Lhus closing this dark c:h:tp1cr \\1 i1h :' happ)' end· 
ing. 

In suC<'Ceding: yents other n1e1nbers lvere likch•ise de:1lt lvith. Con· 
siclerobly laler an incident oc;currcd th:tL .shO\\'S ho'" the thinking 
of the chur<·h l\'as undergoing a change. 1\ brot.her \\':t.S extluded. 
c:hargc..'<l '"ilh :tltcnding puh1ic: b:llls ;u1d ''' iLh dancing. :\ year later 
the session 1·epealed this action and .sent the broll1er an in vitat io n 
10 re~urn lO the services and privi1cg<.'S o f die church. -rhe invitation 
'"as sig·ned by J . . ·\. Kin1ber1y and J ohn Shiells. 

·"'°' lhe close of the year 1853. Ile,·. llober1so11 con<:hu1cd h is p.:"IS· 
toral rcl:1tions \\'ith the <'hurch. Duriog- his J>.'tS-torate sixteen n1cn1· 
bers had been added lO the church and there \\1:t!) evidence Of SJ>iritual 
grO\\'lh. 

1-\ t the close or Ile\', Roberuon's labors \\' i th the ('hu1·ch \\'C lea\IC 
the Presb)'1er i;111s ,,·orshippiog in 1hc \\1hitc churcJ1 on \ ·Visconsin 
Avenue. ,,•hile ' ''e trace the acti,•itics of 1he thirteen )'t'4U'S the Con· 
greg:atio11alis1.$ rctaint.'fl 1heir dcno1n.in~1tional connc..oetions. 

Arter the rctirc1ncn1 of llcv. C linton. 1hc founder. 1he sncccc.."(_ling 
Coogreg;uion;tl 1xtstc>rS " 'ere the lle\'ercod.s C. t\. 1\da1ns, J. 1\rl. l \lol· 
COLL, A. l ,.1Lhrop. Hira1n 1\ 'larsh. and J . .E.varl.s Pond . .. rhe 1;1Ltcr tlvo 
'''ere Princeton ll}cn. ~1-1iesc 1><1stora1e:s \\'Crc shot"l but so ,,•ere the 
.sal::iric.s. l;oou,· to six hondrc.xl doll:t~ per year c:oulcl not l>c expcclccl 
10 hol<l good n1iois1cr.; long. 

l~he J>.1SlOr:ttC or ll ev. l\1:irsh ,,•;15 :1n C\'enlrul one. I-le \\'as a \\1ise 
le:1der an<l a n1uch 10,•ed p.1s1or. Jn 1856 he secured ll ev. 0. Pa1·kcr. 
an e:1rne.st :tnd :i1>1e evangelist, to tondnc;t :1 series of ev::ingclistic 
111cctings. Revival 01eetings in our moder11 econo1nic lire ~ire oot 
r<.-g~1rdccl ,,,id1 f;tvor, h111 Lhc scrvites c;onducte<:I 1>y Rev. Parker ,·e· 
suhetl in spiritual b lessings an<l in nun1e1·ous :tdditio11s to the 1nc111. 
l>crshi1> of both the Congrcg:ition:.I and 1he J)rc.·.sbytcrian churches. 
t\\1CnL)'·ll1rct: t <> the rorrncr :u1<l L\\'enty·t,,•o to the l:1t1er. ; \ftcr the 
close o( these rneetings. the Congregalional thurch had a me1uber· 
sh i1> of 75, :t congregat ion or 130 and :1 Sunday school of 75. llc:v. 
t\farsh a[ter resigning conlinued to 1nake Neenah his horne. 

"fhe p:tSl ()r;ttC or Ile\!. J. F.. Pond \\':l.S also 1l0l."lb1c. 1 lc '''as •• young 
111an o[ fine christian ~haracter :lnd excellent tullure. l·le '''as Lhe 
son of a dis1 i nguishc.."(_l 1hcologi:in of l~angor. t\'f ai 11e. I le cooc i 111u.xl to 
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se1 ve this J)COple till 1he;y cc:1st."<I 10 rcntain a Congreg-aLional church. 
'Ve llO\\' re.sun1e the histOf)' or the firs1 Prcshytcri:ut churC'h at 

t..he Yesignation in 1853 of Re\'. lloberLSOn, its first J>.'lstor. Near t..he 
c lose of that year. the pul]>il having rc1n:1i11ed \7\C:tnl for nine 1nonth~. 
Rev. J. I I. R<>ssccl succeeded l(e\'. Robertso1l and becan1e the 
church's second p.'lStor. Rev. Ro~el \\'<IS a hig h ly rc.sJ>ectc.xl 1nan of 
culture. :- good ancl £:iith£ul pas1or. Soon :Lrter eotcring u 1>0n his 
l abors the church sustaine(l a he:•V)' loss in the dc.-..1h or Elder \ Vin. 
Lindsley \Vh<> had long scrve<l efficiently as e lder, Sun<iay·sc::hool 
superintendent and leader of the choir. l~cv. R.o~cl's p..1-sto1·:"1J rela· 
t ion.s continued for :1 period of nearl)' seven years. 

Nc~1r the close of Rev. llos.seers J:>;l.Stor:11c the stor1n that in 183i 
hacl cleft the Prcshytcrian in the east into Ne'\' School :incl Old 
School c:unps nOl\' SJ>read to tlle Jlre:Jby1erian ch11rcl1 of Neenah. 1~his 
l\1e,\· School-01<1 School oontroversy \\•as little short of tr:1g-ic. :alike 
l<) the clcnotn ination as a \\•hole and to the c;horch here. The serious 
nature or tlle controvcry dc.-scrvcs cxpla11:-ition. 

In NC\\' Engl;u1cl \\•here cooperation bct\\'Ccn Congregationalists 
and l'resb)•teri~u1s \\'as cspc.--cia11y close a blending of their thinkillg 
natu1-allr rollo\\'t.'(I, and this. to stanch C:1lvanis1s. bordered on rank 
heresy. 

'l~he regular Presl>yteri:-in clung to the d()(;l rine of election. that 
is, that son1eu•here in the councils of hea,·en certain selected ones 
\\'ere elected or predestined to beco1ne children of 1hc [-ai th, \\•hile 
others \\'ere not. The lil>Cr:'tls believed that election depe11ded cn1 ircly 
u pon 1,.he \\•ill of the indil•idu:.ll. that .. ,\111<.>S(>Cvcr \\·ill nt:t)' conic." 

The oonse1·vativcs. \\•ho cunc ro be knO\\'n as "Old School .. e1n· 
phrtsizctl the 1najesty and justice of Cod. \\•hilc the liber:tls or "NC\\' 
School" ernphasize<l thc 1nercy ;111d love of God. ln the 1837 General 
AMCn1hl)' · l>y i>rc::irr.angc.><l planning. the O ld School h:•cl a c lear 1na· 
jorily, :tncl the NC\\' School gr(>up ,,·as s111111n:lrily ousted. "'fhe p."lssage 
of a resolution b)' the .l\1C\\. School conde1nmillg slavery \\1 idcnc..'<l 1hc 
breech. 

~fhe Cu111bcrland branch hacl long since SC\'Cre<l itself fr(nn the 
n1o thcr church. 1~he NC\\' ScJ)OOl·Old School split t..he church ~n· 
other \\•ay. Then the civil \\':tr brought about another cleavage. Thus 
it :tppc.arc,'(I. th::tt the Presb)'teria1l church lvas thrcalcnc:d l\'ith utter 
dissolution. 

The Ncen;•h J>rc.-sbytcrian church ''':ls finally Sl\'Cpt into l-he ncH· 
School·Old School contrO\'ersy. In 1800 tl\'Clll)'·four menlbers of the 
little flock asked for and ,.,.ere granted letters of diS1ni$$o-1l to unite 
,,•ith the Congregational cl1urch. l.Jo,,·cver it had been agreed bc­
t\\'ten the Congregationlists and Ute t\\'tnt)'·four disrnisscd Presb)'· 
1crians to organi1.e an entirely J'tC\\. c;onununion tl1at h'Ould adhere 
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10 ~c"· Sch<>ol policit.'"S :ind be kno"'" as Lhe Second l'rcsbyterian 
church o[ Neenah. 

Thc.:re then exiiac.'11 in Neenah [ron1 1860 to 1870 t\VO Presbyterian 
churches \\1hich in tJ1eir interests \\'ere a:s divergent fron1 eich other 
as L11ey ,,·ere fr(n11 ;U))' other deno1nination. For four years, \vhile the 
l'C\\l' School group continued to occupy the " Liltlc Brick Church," 
Lherc n1ainlaincd 1hc ano1nalous situation o( L\\'O sntall su·uggling 
Presbyterian churches, fund:unent~lly identical in creed, located in 
1he s;uoc block ''' ith Lhe 1•ear of their chu1·ch lots ali11ost cooliguous, 

S>:c:oso PM&llYTEIUAN Cu uac:u- 1S6o·1861. This buJt,ting 11.1.u origintrlly crtcttd 
by 1he CangregatiQnnliJt.s '""' 11.std by llitni /ror11 t8J1·1$60. 

dividing their st rength \\1hile the forces of evil continued in finn :tc.:· 
cord. ' The Rev. J.E. l'ond \\1ho \\'as serving as the Congregational p.1stor 
at tl1c Li1ne o( Lhe churches d iS5<)lutio11 '''as asked to be<:oo1e pastor o( 
the ne'"ly cOnstilutcd St-cond Presbyterian church. He acccpte<I and 
the J>.'lstoral relationship co11tinucd for a year an<l a hal(. J·Jc \\':tS suc­
cecclec:l by Rev. J arncs l}:tssctl, during '"'hose pastorate chc Second 
Presbyterian church in 1864 sold its church pro1>erty to the ~1eth· 
odis1s and ere<.:ted a n1ore c-0n1nuxlious church e<lifice on Church 
Street, on t..he site of tJ1c present First Pre.sb)1 teria11. church. 







• 

' • 

The erc.>ction of Lhe nC\\' church \\';'s a l.>01d adventure on the part 
of 1hc Nch' School flock. The building cos1.- $5()()0, a very large .su111 
i11 that day, but \\•itJ1 so1ne outside help, \\'as dedicated (rec or debt. 

Rev . .J. H. ' Valkcr \\·as the concluding: pastor of the NC\\' School 
church . J·Iis services te1·n1ina ted \\'hen the t\\'O churches unit<.'<l in 
1870. 

The O ld School church, \\•ith its 1nembershi1> dc.-ci1natcd, C(lrried 
on under the Sttt<;C.."<.'<ling pastorates of Rev. I(. 1\. Thayer, Rev. 1\ . t\. 
Dinsn1ore and 0£ Rev. Ja111es C. Kelly. Rev. Kelly. 3 self effacing 
man, ardently gave hitnself to bringing about the union of the l\\'O 

churches. His labors \\'ere TC\\'ar<led, for at the conclusion of ten year$ 
of separate cxiste1~c:c, the uoio11 \\•as effected. :\t the tl1ne or unioi\ the 
S<.'(:Ond church (NC\\' School) had a inen1bership of 160 and the First 
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church (Old Sch()OJ) had a n1<.•1nbership o f 75. --rhus Lhc united church 
\\'as launche<l ''' iLh :1 n1e1nhcrship of 2;35. 

Soon aftc,:r die union. die nc\\1ly conslilu1e<L F'i~t l'rcsbylcrian 
church of Neenah C.'\l le<L Dr. J. E. Cha1>in 10 be its J>.'lstor, ;uld thus 
b':g.111 one or chc 111os1 rc1oarkablc p:tstorau:s an y church C\'Cr hnd. 
So n1;u1>' lhings \\'ere done or inslitute<I dul'ing his 33 years of loving 
service 1h<11, \\'ere 1hcy ::ill scl <fo,,·n, hook~ '''<>11ld be rc<Luircd L<, c;On· 
lain thern. 

J)uring the fil"$t )·cr.u· Or. Chapin's c :1rncs1 pr.1ycrs and c-0ns1ant 
hope '''ere for a gr<-al spiri tual revival and lhe transforn1ation o( 
n1;1ny Jives. I Ii$ h ig h pu11)()sC \\';}s oo t then realized hut 1hc follO\\'· 
ing >'e;1r occurred t he great l'es1igo fire \\' i th its serious loss of life 
aod 1or turing hurn.s fo r 111:iny \\'hO survivetl. ScJrnc of 1hc lllC01bcrs 
h 1 i1nessecl the harrying scenc.s and tnadc rc1>0rts 10 the church . A 

notable relief prog ran1 " ';1s u11dert:aken ,,•hich . added 10 the pastor's 
J>;ission for sou1s . .s<:c1nccl to J>;l\'C the h ':l}' (or the great ingathering 
Lha1 resu lted 1he follO\\'ing \\'inte1'. EighL)'·Cight lllCnl bers \\'ere re­
ccivc..'<I upon confessio n o f fai1h :tn<L eig h t \\'ere rcccivcxl by letter. The 
church \\'as then ready 10 undertake a great 1>rogra.1n. 

\\Then 1hc rift io the d c:no1uio;1tion h ':ts heah .. '<1, na1io nal head· 
tp1artcrs :isk<."<l :is a Lh:ink offering that Lhc churches 1·aise the sun1 
of fil'c 111ill io 11 d ollars 10 be 11$1...'<-I fo1' 1hc ad\';uu:c111cn1 o f Lhe king· 

1•11tS"r P1tts.o\"1t;1t1A,,. C11u 11.c11, o/ttf Co1isolidn1io11 of tht; "OlrJ'• n11tl ''!1l1:w School" 
churrl1c1 ;,, 18;0. 1·hr; b1li ldit1g 14•4u (!11/nrgr;d ;,, 1871')~: 11/~ rhapr;l Wdf added 
i11 187J. 
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do111. The ;uno unL ;u:tually raisc<L \\'as SC\'Cn n1illions. Each ch u1·ch 
'''as ::lsk.cd 10 111cc1 its <1uo1a ::-ind to use the n1onC)' raised in \vh::-itcl'cr 
'''a>1 "'a.s deen1ed bcsL. 

T he Neenah chu rch n1ct its quota and d(.'('id<.'<l to invcsL its o iler· 
ings in re1no<leling and enlaa-ging its house 0£ '''01'$hip. The rear of 
the: b uilding ''':-ts scvc.:rcd nnd 1110\'c..'<I h:u;k to adn1iL the addilion of 
\\•ings., creating a 1nore a1·tistic edifice an<l doubling the seating 
cap.1.city. A chrtpcl build ing \\1as :.lso ;added. pro\•iding a suit::i.ble place 
ror 1>r:t)'t 1• service and recreation::i.I 1>u1·1>0ses . • ·\ 1noderate deficit ,,·as 
tllCl by ;1 re''' liher.iJ 111c;111hers $() lh:tl :ti d <:diC:tliCn1 1hc l'ClltOflclcd 
building \\'as free or debt. 

~1t1 , . H1t1t:A1,1 a.~ : Lt'Q (,Hid Kai $(l1111Hr1t and 
£d Stntlu:r. Ut1dct D1·. C.'l1apii'Q 1Mt:d1u1rc. 
the ,\'(cnnh llgy1 ,,,;g.,tlc 1.mf s-ib;tfcrl i11 
1898, 011d 1ri/1i1lt1 f/eru:/Qpcd iPltO a <"OnlfnJt• 
ru'ty•'l.lridr /ntJit(I, 

Only the high lig hts of 
Or. Chapin's long·to·be·re· 
n1e1nJ,c;red p:istor:1tc can be 
touched tt pon here :ind those 
but lightl)'• 1•erhaps the 
UIOSl ()UISl:tn d ing tltCOlll• 

pli$hn1ent of Dr. Ch:11,in, 
judgc:d hr scope of vision 
:_·111d later fu lfilhucnt.$. \\•as 
1he organ i1 .. 1Lion of tl1e Boys' 
Urigade. This \rork \\'ith an 
cve1· expanding prognun ,,·as 
c:irricd on by S. f. Shatwck 
:ind other efficient leaders in 
the <:hur<~h "•ho ha"e guiclc..~I 
i t to the highly .successful or· 
gr1nizat ion i1 is toclay. \ 'ery 
fe''' cities tnl)'\\'here have for 
Lhei1· )'Otllh a heritage 00111· 
pan1ble to that of 1hc l\O)'S. 

Brigade of Neenah . 
.-\ oothel' in11-.01·1anl ac· 

co1nplislunent of 1l1c t in1e 
,,,...s the ab:tndonn1ent of 
renting pe\\'S as n 1neans of 
church sup1>0rt. Quite an 
cdu t :1tional pn>gran1 \vn.s 
necessary to persu;ule the 
n1e1nbership 10 tr)' 1hc c...:· 

pcrin1ent or rncecjng (horch expenses h )' regular pro por1 ionatc gi,:i•~g 
;u1d frcC·\\•ill o fferings. 1~h<: nC\\. n1c1hod 1>roved successful ;ind saus· 
fau·1c>r)'. 

l)r. (_~h:ipin tr.'''C rnuch at1c111ion 10 cncour:1ging pro.1nising f.O~ng 
people of the c;hurc:h to prcJ>.'trc then1sell'CS £01· full unu! Ch1·1st1an 
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01·k F11"111;!'111 .i-\..-.;sn·~~k\' ti•111 tlic occasio11. ·r1ic /M/l~T t /1t1itu 111ntir. by tlu: 
chi ldren <atiscd son1t: <0111rl11Jr.1·sy. but 1c~1c fi'1ally allo111cd to lu111g, 

~rvic~e. Dr .. .\r1hur l\ro'''" \\·as o ne of a nu1nber \\"ho, \\' ith son1e help 
o[ the church. g:t''" the cause ol the kingdom ""d of the cicnomin:i. 
lion in\r:tlu;tblc ~rvic::c. I le b(.'(;UUC a 1no~t able ~l'C~u·y or the Pres­
bytcri:in Bo.i.rd o( foreign 1\1 issio ns. 

l)r. Ch;tp in n•as in~trun1eo1a1 in establishing a \Von1en·s l\lissio n · 
ary Socic1y in the church for the study of 1nissions an<I for 1hc 1>r•» 
lllOtion or llli.llSiOnary ;u·tivitie.s ho th ho1nc and £01'tign. 

In 1871 :i \'oung Peoples l\•lecting \\'::IS org::uii t.c.'<I fo r prayer. praise, 
and .study o( the Scriptures. ~rhis 01·ganii.1tion later beca111c a Young 
People 's Soc;ic1y of (:hris(i:1n Endc;tvor. :ind \V<ts sus1:1i11cd fo r 1na1l)' 
yea1'S. 1~hc 11·::iining Lhe )'Oung people recei\'ed here provided n1~ny 
coo1peteo1 leaders :utd 1eachers so sorely nCc,.'tlc."<I by 1hc cx1x111cling 
church and Sund:l)' M:hool. 

D11ri1)g 1hc hucr }'<':1rs of l)r. Chapin\i p;1.s1oratc the oee<I f() r ~· 
ne\\' church buildi1lg l>ccan1e apparent.. 1~he ever gr0\\1ing Sund:1y 
school dcscrve<I :i n1orc efric:icnt \\'(Irking 1>lant. ~rite ch:tllcngc \\':.'IS 
1nc1. Pl;;in s \\·ere clra \\'n and the 111crnbcrship canv:t:sscd. ~fhe building 
p1·ogra1n tallccl ror :1n cxpcllditurc or so1ne $33,000. The o ld church 
\vas razed and the chapel \\'as sold a nd n1ov<.'<L :t\\':ty. 

·rhc ne\,. church \\"as cl1.:c:lic:-ttcd on .June 2. 1901 rrcc of debt. ,.\II 
three tic.:rvic.:ts held 1ha1 day \\'C.:rc largel)' :tltCncl<.'fl. 1~hc ln1ilcling \ras 
considered one of tJ1e finest Presbyterian chu1·ch prupeaties io the 
111 itl·\\"C~I. 
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For Dr. Chapin the \\'eight or years and Lite but<lens of a long 
pastoral<: "'ere taking their toll, so the end of his p:i,storatc ,,·as nc:ir 
at hand. liis gl'catest co1npens.i.tion ,,·as the IO\'C of his friends and 
lhe kno''' l<."<lge du1t he h:td scrv1,.'ll his ~ ·J:is1er ,,·ell. Or. Ch~pin \f:l:S 

aJ,,·ays one ,,·ith his pe<>J>lc: one ,,·ith then1 in Lheir '''ork and in 
their J>lay, in l11cir succcs.1es :ind in their dc;fe:tls, in their jO)'S :tnd in 
their son·o,,·s. truly a beloved leade1'. 

After a p:tstor:itc of 33 years :tl :1 \\'Or$hip scr\1ice in ' !)03 l)r. 
Chapin announced his 1·esignation. The audience '''as stunne<.I. ?\Jany 
of the 1ne111l>crs h::id never kno'''•l aoothcr pastor. 

1\ s \\'Cj>t the Ephesian ciders. bidding rare\\•ell lO the departing 
:tpostl<.: Pau] \\•hen he lOl<l thcnt tha1,. t-hcy \\'OUl(l see his r.u;e no !})Ore. 
so '''CJ>t Lhe congregaLion al the close o[ the service as they g:tthcrt.'<l 
about IJle J>astor tu express lheir <lccp rcgreu. Dr. Chapin ,,·as n1ade 
p3stor enicritus for the ren1aining e ight years thal he li\'ed, 

It fell to the lot of Rc,1 • .f. I~. ~far<1uis in 1903 to succec.."<l Dr. 
Chapin. :t very difficult undcrt..1J:,ing under the circun1stancc:s. l\ut 
he sooo '''Oil Lhe hearts of: his J>eOple through the gi·eal courtCS)' an<l 
1nany kin<lnc:sscs he ex1endcd 1<> Or. Chapin. I-le ,,·as not unlike a .54)n 

to a1\ estee1ned father. 
,~he thirtCCll·)'Car f><i.SlOl':'ige or Rev. ~·l arqui.s \\';u; 111arkc..'<l by a 

.steady grot,•th o[ church 3c1i,•ities. ixirUcularly t.hat of the Sunday 
School. ,~he \\'Ork o[ n1issiorL~ had u1>pcrn1ost plat<: in his heart and 
he presented Lhe cause ''' ith great fervcr and JX>'\' CI'. I-le h,i1nsel( 
preached often in outlying ncighbo1·hoo<Ls. Ou1·ing d1i§ pastora1c 
addi1.ional 1·001ns t\·er<: ercc:;l<."<I for Sundar school 1>11rposes . 
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Son1cd1ncs, even in church, ::unusing things h:tpJ>en. FQr 5(>1ne )'t'(lrS 
\\•hile Rev. ~·larquis \\•as p.1.Stor, it \\'3.S the tUSlOlll at the rcarly busi· 
nc5S n1cc1ing to c 1l1 the r<,11, all 111e1nhc:rs 
present 1·esponding ''' ith a verse of scri 1>· 
1ure. 1\ t one of the n1cc1 i1lgs '''hen 1hc nao\e 
of a certain oAicial " 'as called, he rose and al· 
teinpted 10 quote l)s. 8.1 : 10. I le confident!)' 
began. "1 " 'oulcl rather " 'oulcl l>e a ho use· 
keeper-No! No !No!-1 ,,·ould ta1he1· be a 
house- No! No!- 1- l give up." ancl d1C1l 
subsided. The story " ·as to1d about to,,•11 for 
q uite so1nc ti1nc l>ut 1he follo"·iflg )'C.'tr at 
roll call he de1llonsu·:1ted that he could re· 
cite lhc vel"$C corrc..-c1 ly. 

O•. J. locAN ~(AkQV1$ 
Poslor- 190; •1916 

:\fte1· leaving Neenah Rev. !\larqui.s 
g:iincd the d ist inction of being one pastor 
0£ this congregation LO have the good judg· 
1nen1 and the good £or1unc to \vOo the heart 
and ''' in the hand o[ one of the estin1able ladies o f th is church . . .\£1cr 
h is n1arri:1ge he nlade his hon1e in (".:1li£ornia. 

In SepLCrn hcr of 19 16 Or. n. c. J ones began his l::tl)Ol'S here. l·lc \\•as 
notable £or his scholarship, his kno''' lt.""<lge of the ScriJ>turcs. and his 
abiliL)' :L~ :11\ expositor. I le \\•as 1'eputcd to have had the l:1rgest private 
libr:lr)' of all the PrcsbytC1·lan 11iiri is1ers in Lh~ state. His CO(>iOu! 
n1arginal not.1Lions testify to his Lirele.ss search ror truth. 

:-\L Lhe beginning 0£ Or. Jones· p.."l.St01'3te, c:Jouds of \.Vorld \V;n· I 
hung heavy over the church as \\•ell as over the entire nation. "fhe 
pro p:tganda to create the ,,•ill 10 figh t. the tu1nult or mustering nten. 
the fa te tl1at threatened loved ones. and the uncertainty of ,.,.hat the 
end of the conflict \\'On l<L bring. all had lasting effeclS o n the life or 
the church, trul)' a tin1e that tried rnen's souls. 140\\•ever the church 
as al\\':t)'l. rcrnaincd a refuge in the t intc o( stonn. 

Dr. Jones' J>aStorate \\•as a period of consolidating the gains and 
preparation £or an advance 1nove1nent. Ea.ch year there \\'ere received 
into tl1e ll'tembership or the churdt a goodly nuo1ber o[ young J>COplc 
fron1 the church school. 

Out of deference to the impaired hca11h of Dr. J ones, and <Inc 10 
a change in c.hurcl1 trends. Sunday eveni_ng scnriccs a1\d n1id\\·eek. 
prayc.r 1nectings \\•ere d iscontinued. 

~l iss Florence 1-l:tuJ>Cl't of deepl)' religious ~·lor.tv ian J>."l1·en1.agc be· 
can1c ;i.ssociaicd \\'ith 1hc '''(n'k as director o[ 1nusic and leader o f 
young people"s actil'ities. 

1\ s.. Or. Jones neire<l the entl of h is n1inistry here. he evidenced 
n1uch concern, even gr ief, because of 1hc cxtrcznely libe ral thlnk.ing 
o f u1any l'rofessing Christians an<I not a re"' 1ninisters of the \Vord . 
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I le aeganlctl as un.christi~11 1 :-aod unhol)', ::tny dcn i:il thaL u1t n arc 
.sinners S<1vccl by gr:'tc':C. This fund:uncntol truLh \\'~ never lost sight 

))R. l)A;<.'lf,I, C, jO~t.s 
/)ru tor. 1916-19)'-

<>f in h is gospel 1nC!).'J:'1gc. l)r. Jones truly 
\\1:1s a 111an o r Cod , and o ne of the g-i·~tt 
prc;1chers of his tin1e. 

Dr. Silas f~v;uissupplic.."<1 lhc1>ulpil in lhc 
in tcri111 bCL\\·cen Or. J ones· p:\:!.lOra1e :1n<L 
1 he s ucceeding o ne. 

Jtc,·. \ \':tile r Courtcnar \\":ts unan i1nously 
calle<I 10 b(.'COtne 1hc nexl J><'lstor. I Jc earn(: 
10 a great cl111rch. I t \\1:1s :1 generous church. 
generous in contr ibutio ns hc,th l:)rge and 
s1nrill. It \\•rts a faith[ul church, \\' i th livin~ 

.Sp rings \\'Clling up (rotn g1'eat re.scrvoirs or 
s1>iritual JX>lvtr. 1\ ll tha1 \\·;1s ncc:.'Cle<I \\•:1s 
an a h ie ancl cha llcnging l<.'<ldcr. l~ev. ( :Ou rte· 
nay concecle<ll )' \\' :"IS the righl 1nan at the 
right ti111e. In the flo,vcr of y<n111g Olao­

hood, jus1 gr.ulu;1Lcd fro1n Princeton. a nd j ust n1ar1·ic..'CI, " ·i1h ,,•in­
n ing personalitr and 1>rescncc. he ,,·as :tl o oc;c ~cccp1e<I b)' a ll age 

g:r<>U J>.S o f the Cong1·cgai ion . Dr:unritic, forceful, he d r<:''' large :1tuli­
ences. Quiet and rcvcrc1u·e i:nh::iucc<l 1he " 'orship services. T he ex· 
ccllence of church 1n usic. both ol'gan and choral. :1ddt.--tl to 1he spir it 
of lror:!h ip. A period or expw1n:!ion ,,·;1s at hand. 

O ne or the fi rsl, an<l perhaps the rnosl no tc\\·orth )' accon1plish111cnt 
or H.cv. C.ourtcoay·s pasu,ratc. , .,.as the organizatio n o f the \ Von1en·s 
Socict)'. T he suggestion \Vas the 1>as1or's but the £01·1nation and dc­
velo1>1nent o f 1hc p hlll \\';~S the \\'Ol'k o f the \\'OIHCll lhernsCl\'CS. 

T he \ \to111en°s Soc.icty 1nc1, :1 great ucc..'fl. It n1ct :-thnost unsurrnount· 
able d ifficulties. 1~he '''01nen of the various s1n:1ller organiza 1 iolls ' ' 'e1·c 
lo;,11J1 10 l>c scp:1r.11e<I Front their Joog·tin1e friends. 1•ersistcncc :ind 
<liplon1ac)' ,,•on o ut, aucl a J>O'''erful arrn or 1he C hurch canle into 
being . 

T he \Vo1ncn's SociCl)' is cit-signed 10 iu<:ludc e"e'1' \\·01)1an o( the 
C hurch. ~,~he Society. though rt unit, is divide<I inlo d1ir-1cc.:11 circles, 
, ,,h ic:h 111cc1 1non1hly except in t he ~111111)lCr. General supper rind pro· 
gran1 n1ectingt arc held bi·111011 1hl)'· 1~hc s:irne slu<ly to p ic is pre­
sented :1t :111 c:ire1e 1)\<.-c1 ings. Every tl\'O years a ll cil'cles are broken 
u p and re.ror111e<I. EITcctivc " ·o rk is clone \\•hen r his org;-1ni1.:11 ion t:tk(,'$ 
a hand. 

T he .\fc.:n 's Club. or~'71niz<."<l about the s:uoc 1i1ne, \\·as second onl r 
10 the \\ro111en·s Society in 11t11nbers a nd activities. Jts progr:un. 
though less co1nprchcnsivc. a fford(."<I fin<; [clJ()\\1Ship. :1 ch:incc t <) dine 
1ogcL11cr. ;\n<l to hear spcake1'S of note . 
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~,r iss l~hod;t .~\bl::ih ;u, a fine Pc1'$i:ln young l:idy of high Christi:nt 
cultUl'C, a graduate or the School of C hristian l~dutation i1l Chictgo. 
bc.>can1c :lssistant to the p<tstor ~nd director of )'Oung J>eople's lvorl.;. 
J·ler char1n and zeal 1nadc C hrist.iao ' vork a ttract ive 10 those \\1 i1.h 
,,·hon1 she "·orkcd. 1\ han<Lsonic young 1nan of hc1· 0\\'11 oationalit)' 
clainte<I her as his brid-::, and lhc Church beg:1n looking fo r sonic o ne 
to 1:1ke her place. 

~·lrs. ~lar~ret Chatterson had bccoruc kuo \\·n to Neenah J>rcsby· 
tcrinns throogh n1issionary tn1ks lhC)' had heard her give. She and 

.A Su:.:1),,, • . \U)RN1se ;,, the t ll'c,,t1't.s 

hc1· husb:tnd ,,·ere on furlough in this country lro1n the ntissio n fie ld 
they scr ... e<I in Can1:troun. 1\fri('a. Fortunately. the Church sccure<I 
he1' as :is:;is1:lnt to the J>:tstor <luring the 1'en1ainder of her leave of 
a. bscncc. 

1-lcr clyn:l1nic personality. her fervor. her consecr:1tion and high 
Christian conce1>t soon boc.;n1e :111 i1n.pcll ing force thrc>ughout the 
entire ConS1·~1ion . .Both she and the p.istor \\'e1·e an ins1>iratio n to 
young people. 

r\ nothcr n t:1t1cr of good (ortune lO the Church \\'<LS the gift of a 
llC\\' :'Ind cxcellenl p iJ>C o rgan through the gcncrosit)' of ~lrs. J l:1rt")' 
J\alx;ock . . .\long \\' ith lhc install:tlion or the o rgan c..1n1c other inl· 
1>roven1en ts. ~rhe interior of the c l111rch ,v;1s rc,.'(lt.'Coratcd. The t l1:.'lncel 
\\•as rc111odclcd, ilS ceiling adorned \\'ilh suitable hand·painte<l de· 
signs . .. f"•o s ide pulpits replaced the forn1er cc111cr one. 1\t Chrisunas 
tirnc " ' ith :t st::itcly dc:corn1c.'(I evergreen tree at either side of the ros· 
trun1, a n1orc beautiful chu rch setting can h<t1'(11y be conceived. 

l·lo,vcvcr, the sc;ating capaci1y of the church at li1nes \\'as taxe<I, 
ancl expensive re1>.1i1·s \\'Cl'e bcco1n ing necCS$..'lt')'. ~rhe drea1n o f an¢\\' 
cl1urch C.'unc to 1he pasto r and 10 others. 1~hc excellence or Dr . 
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J;-.: 1·11Ju(11t of our pl'<S<11l cl11u·ch frl'ior to 1931 

Courtenay's ser1uons led 10 pul1ing 1he Sunday 1nor1tiog services o n 
1hc :lir. ~rhc $httt·ins '''ere 1hus able to \\'Ol'ship \\•ith the Cong-1·ega· 
Lion and the bcnefi1s or lhe C hurch 10 rc-ach a l:lrgC circle of he:lrCrs 
1101 present. 

J)r. Courtenay's resignatio n early in 19,l•I 10 h<.>eon1c pastor of 
lite F'irs1. Prc.~lly 1 crian Church of Nash,•ille, ""fennessee, \\'as grc:l1ly 
1·egre11e<I. both b)' the CongT<.-bratio n and by the co11)11lunity. 

llcv. George Peters ))egao hi~ pastorate here in ~l::t)' of 1944. C.On1· 
ing £ro111 an a.ssistan lShip of one of the lr1rgtsl Preshyt<:1·ian C hurc·hes 
in 1he East. he S()OO allayed feat5 that he nligh t not 1neasure UJ> to 
his predecessors. It \\'as in11ncdiatcly a1,pw1rcnt 1hat he \\'as a pulpit 
o rator of the firs t 1uasnitudc. lo other pastoral duties he \\•as equally 
a success . 

.'-\ nuutlllc acc;<nnplislu11eo1 1hroughou11he \\'a1· period \\'as Lhe \\'Ork 
of the Board of Deacons. In so fa r ;is i~ \\•:is JlOSsihl<:, the dt;1<:ons kept 
in 1ouch '''ith the nearly t\\·o hundred service 1l1en and \\'01nen f1·onl 
Lhis church b)' letLers. 1nagazincs. church hullc1ins a nd 11¢\\'S. 

The d rc.101 nf :1 nC\\' church had. du1'ing L-tev. Pe1cr's J).'lSlOraLe. 
begun to assu1ne realil)'. ;-\ C:lll\':l.SS or l11c 111c1nhcrs rcsuhcd in pledges 
and cash 0 11 hand ;uuounting lO S:15•>.ooo.oo: $20.000 or \\1hich '"as 
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l!>'rl!ltJOtt o•· SAl"cruAstY sho-11Jb1g rh,n1g('J 10 chancel r1111rle u1 19µ. Our.-l'hrhd 
cl1nn<lclicr ttN's rc1nout<l i11 19.JO. 

ap1:>0r1 io11c..'<l 10 lhc Rcslorn1 ion Fund. Exces:1ivc costs, ho\\·evcr, have 
1>re,•enled any inltnediate building 1>rogra.1n, 

.-\rtcr 1hrcc )'Cars in \\1l1ich the :u.:tivilics o r the Church \\·ere \\'Cll 
1naintaine<I. Rev. Peters resigned to beco1ne ~i_s1or of the Gcnl)an· 
tC)\\'ll Prcshy1crian Church of Philadelphia. fn explan:~tion Re\'. 
Peters stated, ··The l,,·o gTea.t negle<:te<I fields in this countr)' arc 1hc 
rural ar('<\i ::ind the 1,>ig cities. The c:onlfor1ablc thing for 1ne to d o is 
to 1·en1ain here. but l feel called of God to go to the city. l can do 
,,·ork there llO\\' thaL I could not do 1,venty yea .. s hellce." ~rhere ' vas 
noth ing for the Congregation to do but sadly concur. 

llev. John I~. llouquel ca1ne to lhis Church bringing his " ' ifc and 
t\\·O SOOS in No,·ernber 19,17. \ \li1h :t h;1cki,'1·<)uncl of :t d l'C.'tdc 0£ f>O:lS• 

Loral experience :.ind L\\'O years as chaplain in lhe U. S • . •\rn•y over· 
seail. he i!5 c;arryiug on :111ct enlarging the Churc·h's :1c1ivitics '\' ith 
vigo1· and al>ili1r. 

He is ably assiste<I by 1\ I iss l'eggy Prrt)'. \\1ho has co1nc as cl irector of 
Christi:1n F.<luc11ion. Under 1hcir lcadcrsl•ip. lhc Churc._-11 is p1-ojec:t· 
ing llC\\' plans and progr.nus to realize our ::iiol o f teaching lhe kno\\11· 
e<lge and love of Chri.s1 through 1hc &rip1 urcs 10 all our people, :;o 
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Lhat a.s ~l unitt.'<l church \\'C 1uay press ror,vart:l le) the ~u:h ic\'e1ncnLS of 
Q tll' $CCOlld CCJ\ t \l ry. 

1\ ctivit ies of the present ;u·c current e,·cnt.s :utcl do not have a 
pl:ice as hislory. In 1his historical skelch, 1nany records of \\•hat indi· 
' ' i<Luals have <lone ha\'C been in1cntionally 01nittcd. T he ;1c«ou1n is 
lhat of the Chul'ch as a , ,•hole. l \lhate,•er of glory lhere 1nay be belongs 
co Christ, lhc great l·lc.1cl of the Church. 

" '/'he L or<l our Cod be u1ith us, llS h t 
~·ns with our fnlhc1·s: let l-li111 1101 leave 
us,, nor forsRkc 11s." 



Pastoral Chronology 
Since prior to 1$6o our Ch u1'('h h iJtory d o,·c:taih:cl so closcJr \fi th that of 
the: C'A ngl'eg:itionalisu. it i.s fi tting 10 l is t the \'Cl')' t-:1rly Congrcg~11ional 
lc<iden along ,,·i1h our o'''n in any rc ,·iC\\' of th ii. kind . 

.fnt.\"r <:ox<:Rt:c:Ai-10:-:AL C11UR(;U Ot' ~. t.NAll 

1$.i 7·1860 (13 years) 

18,Ji·1850 ... . . • . . . • , • , • . ••• , • . .•.••..• ... . . • ll,c: \'. 0. P. (.:linton 
185 1· 1852 • , • , • , • . •.•.. . • . • . . . , • , , , • , , .• , •• , • , • , Rt..'\'. C. t\. t\ d ;uns 
1853·18.5.1 . . . . . . . . . . • .. ••. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ..... n.e'" J. ~I. \ Voltott 
1855· 1858 . . . • ... . . . .. . . . . . , . , . , . , • , • , . , • , . , . . , . R ev. l-lir:un ).(:1rsh 
1858·186o . .. •. .• •. . • . • .... . •. . . •. . . •....... .. . Re'" J. Eva1 ts rond 

"Oi<t School" 
1"1Rsr PR.t.Sl~Y1'£RIAN C11uae u Q F \ V1111:-:11n .\C:Q llAP1os 

18.18· 1869 (ir1 yc:1!'1') 

1&_18-1853 . . . . • , .. .. . ..• , . . . . • ...• . ... . • . . . . . l{C\'. 1-1. )oJ. llObel'U(Ul 

185.1-1861 , •. , . . . . . . . .. . .. ... . , . ••. . •. .... . • . • , . Re,-. J. l·l. Rosscc1 
1861-186.1 . • . • , •. .. . ..• . . . • . . . • . •.• . • ... • , •.. , •. Re' '· Ii . B. Thayer 
186.1°186i . . . .. .. .. . . .. ...•. .. ••..• . ..• . . . . . . . Re,•. ;-\ . 1\ . llins1norc 

1867·1869 . .... . ... . .. . . . ... . .. . . . .. .. .. .. . . . ... . . . Rev. J. C. Kelly 

'' JVe?u Sc/100/11 

1860.1861 
1862·1863 
1863·186'J 
1865·186g 

s~ooNo f'RF~'ln\~r1-:1t 1AN C H1;1tc:11 

186<>- 186!) (9 years) 

. . .•. .. .•.. . • . ... . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Jle-.-. J. £ , -;-lr ls Po nd 
•... . . . . . . . . . . . , . • . •• . • , . •• , , •• .... . ll cv. 1-1. G. ~lcArthur 

•.. . • . • , . • ••••.• • • . . , .. . . • . •. • . ..•. • . • . R C\'. J:uncs 6;1ssett 

. . . . . . . . . . ..... . , . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . Re'" ,J. 1-1, ' Vall:er 

f-~IRS'r P1t1-:;st1\''fl!.Rl"N C111JRC11 01-· N1-:t::-o"u 

1SJo·1 9~8 (78 Y"'") 

18j0.1 go:s .. .. ...•. .. .. .. , . , . , • , . , . .•. , . Kc\1• Joh n E. Chap in, 1).1) . 

1903·1916 . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Re,._ J. Log;111 ~·l ;tr(1uis. D.O. 
1916-1932 . . .. ... • . • . . . . . . . • ... •. . . .. ... . . R,c,·. l):inicl C. Jones, D.O. 
191p~·•9·14 . .. ... . . . . .. •. .. ...•. . . , , , . Re,·. \ V:tltcr R. Couric:::nay, ll.J). 

19.14·•9-!i . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .•• . • Re" . George T. f•c1crs 
19.11· .. . ... . • . ... . ..• . , . .. . ... . • .• . • . Re\'. john I~. Bouqucl 

. ;9 . 



Fcm-\'ua "lt'."'1.UU:R~ rs 19$5- 1c1,.,, ot • rcctpt1ori "' 01eir htn1or. f 'rottt ro1i1•. ltJ 
1·. ll'lrt<l<r, ,\liu .\l•ry E. Jone•. ,\f rs. ~\l11ry Cfra.J011, fll1t. J~t1r1e1te Cuutd Jr 
Ch1i11i. &tk tow:·'''· 1\lpon ,4. Du,ut, J\l llJ /1'"1Jn 1·t1ul'r, ,\f iu ll<lt'lf I). lt 'ht.-d 
\/1i1 • IHnn l PrtH tnr, ,\f1u ,\/ 111'1' 1-,. t;11111n, .\If, 141r:(llll C. $1)rff"'f. 

fU"l'\••\ t'Ak C•()Pr ._, lfJt l 11.1 tbrr /;ov-il 1.i.•1tA /) r, Jf'pltl'"r It Co11rlr~. Ltft t 
PtMto,, o\l iu· //,.ltn lrofu«l. 1\fu1 ,, , • .., f,tu..-111, /lfo1 Olle J>r1r.,, 1\ l iit .\l1u1 Ci 
,.,,, Jta,,..4 roir: ;\f r, Alif:Ull ~'"'"' ,\ fnt / l tl-tn II htc>lr1, ''"· I 11111.\ Atllu~. ,\I 
r'ftltd (:(JtOlf'ltlf), ;\fin C•t()/1nt lrhrf/ff, ,\/i.H jl'"lfll'f ll•1tfl, ,\ff, 01ffft /_,1nt, 



•IO ti~1'1~ .\lo' .\l•'J £, /....,....,,,, ,\h•1 C•rol1nl' 
miion, 1\111. I OltiJt E.lu .. er1, 1\l1n .\l111'~1trtl B. 
r, .\ftn Jr11"'" ~. l lanlt, .\1111 1)11"''" 11'/l,.,./,r, 

> rritlif, /'~"' 1<u1•: \/us E _.. l.1tM' lfiu "•"" 
~hti, 1\111 , il•<lf 1\l. IAri:1, .\111. /Ntnrittltf' /ami· 
'· 1.,1,. ft,,.t '"'"• .\fr. /#Aft /Ir• 1tr1111t, H111 . .., 
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()ur Prc>tnt Role 

or 
Fiftv Year ~ !embers , 

+ 
1111\UUI n, •• ,. ... 1""1•, 

lt111' t H\llC '•" 1Pll117 

~ll\ ,\I ,., II "''111 1tloiJI 

''"'' :.. S.1t;.\1 .. •\I ,...,. 

\(I [lt:r~ UI (AM•' •"'•I 

\lb. Bumi\ R l>t ' ' 1llof'l 

\la.\. Rr.ssu fttntt"" I~ 

j1,,11 tl\1.IU~ 1J!4,, 

II•••~' lht 10' 1ll1H 

()v ,. J ,,,,. 1 1lllM.tt 

I fl IJ )k.(,.Al It" ..... 

()ti\~· Pu.11,\ , .... ; 

' ... ~llAnt.C:S:. '"J' 
\fb, (;l .. Aa.A \'10l.l.l.lt\I\' 

\I.,., \ot.&>tor \ 1111 '<. 1tk,ti 

\\ ltT Soau.' I I 

\lu' \ .f l\\tU. l .. fl 

I flllll &<1,\N ''"''• 

\111;.t.. Ct.A&A lh"'tllllU .... ltl(lfJ 

\lu. \ OIJllL f\t\l 1KK1 

\lb. ...... , \ l'Jt "''· •'-;~ 

\I». '.\tu . .-~,._.,~ 1~;2 

\(& £u_, ).'"'' 1-'-· •19t 
\l•l. f·ln"' I 1 '', ,\, 18.,1 

''• Otl\t' c:o"''' •"•1• 
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Centennial Hymn 

+ 
God or rca1's, Thy love hath led us, 

1~hou hasL hccn our bul\\'ark SLrong. 

\\'::ill of fire against tJ1e \\' ickccl, 

5,,•or<l of J>c>l\'Cr :ig:tin:st lhe h' l'ong. 

Thou h::is1 blest of old ~rhy se1·\0:t111s 

As they J)()re Thy n1<.>ss:1ge far: 

\ Ve '''110 follO\\' in their [001s1c.:ps 

Eve11no1·e their debtors ;u·e. 

l.c;1d us (ortJ1, a Church united, 

St1•011g. C!Qur:.geous, in ·1~h)' 1uighl. 

l.o, 1hc fields are ,,•fti tc \Vilh har\'eSt. 

She-a\'e-s to garner ere the night. 

One our purpose, One our l.e:ldcr, 

Thus "fhy Church shall never fail; 

t .cacl us on. 0 King Eternal. 

So shall IO\'e, ' ' 'orld·' ' ' ide. prevail. 

J. G. ELORIOC. t 

. . 
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And Now for the Children 

" Train li/J tt child i11 the way 
he sh()uld go, a11d when he is 

old, he will not deparl from it." 





Development of Our 
Sunday School 

JJy \Vu.BUR S1•ARl\S 

(11111 ~IRS. f-l ucu Ro1u.tK'I~ 

T Ht: tt t.:COKDS of 1 he c::irly days o( bol11 the ))rcsby1crian and 1he Con· 
grcgational Sunday Schools are 1ncagtr. l·lo,\•ever. Lhel'e is rcc·or<l 

that !\1ilton ~1:-ir;sh, son of llev. tliran1 ).l:ir$h, S<:rved as superin· 
Lt ndcot o r the a,ogrt.;g;~liOn:t l Sundar School fro111 1855 IO 1 $6<). 
J l is also sra1e<l that he \\'as a good ,,.,..-.. 
sing<:r as \\'Cll as a goocl oflicial. '\ ~ "\ 

Jn the earl)• cla)'S of the Pres- ~ -~; 
bytcri;in Churrh, \ Villiant l .inds· i:;>;.g..-
le)' an<l David J~lakel)' \\•ere rncn­
t.ioncd as supcri n1cnclcn1s of the 
Presbyterian Sundar School. For 
\V:tnl of 1 he custon1:ir)' l'Cc.'<l o rgan . 
\Vm. ~'ftrl'in)~ln ac:co1opanied the 
singing '''ith his " fiddle" as the 
vio lin '''as knon•n in 1hose clays. 

ln 18.i;7 J ohn Proclor settled in 
Neenah ao<l ,,·as i1n1ncd ia.tely 
111adc the superintendent of t11c 
Presbytct'i;tn Su11da)' School. .-\ 
courteous. :lnd dignified n1an, a 
gooc:L executive. ~ind a .:;<;hol;1r, he 

Dy Do"g T11.tvP-t 
" \ \111.1 '"~' ~ l i;1uu.,.1 A:o; nceqr11/Nit1icd lhc 

singing wil/1 Jtij fidtlle." 

soon proved hi1nsel( a real leader in both the '''Ol'k o[ tJ1e church and 
of the Surlday School. J-le carrie<l his Creek Tcs.ta n1cnt " 'ith hi1n 10 
ser,,ices. and n1ade his 0\\111 translations. 

john P roctor '''as o ne o f Lite Presl.>yterians " 'ho tr:lns(cn·<."(l their 
1ne1nberships to the l\1C\\'·School church, ,,•here he serve<l as Sunda}' 
School superintendent during lhe tell )'C<trs the churches '''ere scp;•· 
rate, ,.,.hile .J. ,\ . Kio1be1·l)' se1·ved i1i_a Like co1pacity :"It the Old School 
c;hurc;J1. 

Jn 1870, " 'lien the t'''O churches "'ere unitc:..'<I, by :1gree n1e.nt of the 
l\\'O supcrintcnclent.s, J. t\. Ki1nl>erly ,.,·as g i\'en charge o[ lhe Sunday 
School and served fo r four ye.a.rs . .John Prcx:t<n· '''as then chosen to 
succeed i\fr. Kin1lx:rly :lnd $Crvecl until 1880. having c.:01nplctccl 
20 )'ears a.s general superintendent. H ir:un S1nith. h is :1!Sis~1111. \\';1$ 



;ul\ .anted lO lite ~u1>e1 in1cndcnC) and 
~'' ed t\\·ct) tar~. He ''-as succeeded I)) J, L. 
Clcn1cot \.\h(J $("f\cd un1il 188:,.. 

188:, ,,,1s<1n ~cntful )C3r, for it ,,3_s 1hc1l 
that an ad1ninistr.ltion bcg:tn 1h.11 ''·'.> to 
the Suncl.t) School ,,·Ja:at the p<i.)lOrJtc c,f l)t. 
Chapin \\,lS to the church. The :1d1uini.>tra· 
1io11 \\;,, th:lt or n. \V. l\e1g)tlOIH. Fu1· 
,,,·cnl)'{:iKht yea~ ~Ir. l\ergs1ron1 Jf'''C the 
S1uul:1y S.:hool ;111 he hllcl, :incl he had n1t1C'l1 
le) p.i,·1·. I It• '''~•s :1bly a.ssiste<I by :i.11'1', Uc114· 
' ' rf11n '''ho ~har<.'fl \\' ith hi111 in :111 hi) lr1l)()n. 

I 

Jo11s P1toc10tt. ~1uul1ty 

Seh()OI STtfK,it1trt1dr,u for 
111'""('1 f""" 11nd p,01111° 
tltlfl lt"ttd('Y' ,,, ,,,,, ",\'n; 

~Ille Suncl:t)' Schoo1 is large1) indeht<·d u-. 
~tr, lk~s1101n for the a1r.1nge1nc111.> <;( il5 
ruc>in,, JS he""" a11 efficient 111cn11>e!I' ctr the 

· · v-1roor· mtn.'Nft~nt. h111ldinic tc>1nn11tttt ,,·hc11 chc 1>rcscn1 
ch11rcl1 ln1ilc'ling '''M c-rcctM Jn<I .lllC.t ''hen 
it ''J~ later cnlar~e<I. ~Ir. ~rgs1r<>1n tc)1l<'ludcd hi~ ~oices in 191;t. 

I he 'illf"<4."t'fling supcrintendentl \\1tl1 their cla1cs are ;L, (ollOhot: 
Re\, f, I .• ~larc1uis, 1913°1916: 1)1 , I·.(;, ·1~.,)IOr. 1916·1!,Pt:t: S. I;-, 
Sha1t11('l, •!J!l!l· 1~ns3: N3than l\erg,110111, •!J:S:i·•!):Jr;; Chas . . \bel, 1935· 
191r,: :111d Nalhan \\ 'auda, 191fi to tl1c p1 cM:lll tin1e. 

Fo1· lhc 11H1ny )'C:lrs the Sunday &hool ha<l o nly l'\'O dcp:l1 uncnt~. 
knO\\'ll ill die 1naio school ancl the Infant ctk1ss. ·rhese n1ct togt1 her 
(01 the upt•ning exercises, and th\.'ll 1hc inf.111t class adjo111·nt'tl 10 the 

.)la. I).\\' lhlt(;.\1-.0", 'ia... 
w1t4f'r wltol.f' Jt1/)('n.isio11 
our ~wlOld.y VltfHll "'°"" 
b<tnlup ,,,.., 10 • lti~h ~ 

Ol<tr • tlt1111MOtd boJ• •nd 
tirl1. 

chapel fo1 the It''-'"" period. ln July. 189~. 
the infan1 t l,1,.> \\.t.S o~ni1e<I a" a 1)rin1a1 y 
dcp.-irt1ncn1 \\ith its Q\\'U cnrolln1en1. tca<.h· 
iog fo1cc, :.nd c'pcning c-xerciscs.. ~Ii\.~ ,\nn.1 
Proctor \\.I~ clet1cd priru.an supr1 intc.-n<l~nt 
;11 chat tin1e .1nd ,,·ith great efficicn<=) con 
tinue<.l 10 ..cr\C in that capac;it) for a pe1ioct 
or £01't)-<:i14li1 )c:.1r.s. She had hope<.l to round 
out 1he h:1lf <cntury hut li111i1:1tion~ uf ;1ge 
prcvcntctl it. 

Fol' :i ,1101·1 !i1nc. ~lrs. \ Val1e1· Courct·nay 
.;uccC(..~ l('(l ~fi,s 1•1oc-tor in this cler-11·1n1cn1. 
~lrs. C:.11h<·1inc Gilbcrl Rrclun took o'er 
1hc s111x:ri111e11dt'IK}' fc>r a tin1e and \\';t) lllt:· 
c:ttclcd I>\ \In \nu•n Such,·. tht" p1t-~·nt 
~u J><'ri n 1 cn<lcn t. 

111 1goj ~I iq 1•roc1or organizM a Cr.ad le 
Roll. a sup1>lcnu:111 10 her prin1a11 <lep;:irt 
n1cn1. \\'hen 111 '9<>Q the nc,,· Snn<IJ:) School 



roo1ns n1c.:rc added, lhc Cradic l{o ll bet.":une a SCJ).1rate dep:trlnlenl \\'iLh 
~I iss Jd:i Kellogg as sufK!rint<:ndcnt. Sue<:c.:ed ing superintendents \\•ere 
l\.liss .·\ddie Kcye.s. ~·liss Clara Shenn.an , ~·liss Elizabc1h l\;i bcock, ~·J rs . 
1:rank Opt is, i\frs. Eileen Sorenson Le111b<:rg, J r .• and at prescnl. ;\l1·s. 
r\r1\o ld Pctersoo. 

r\t the sa1ne tin1e a Beginners· Departn1ent \\1as (ortne<l f1·0 111 IJ1c 
rounger children in the Pri1nary ncp;1r1nu.:n t \Vith ~l1·s. \ V. 1-f. 
Krueger in chal'gc. Succeeding lead c1-s \\'Cre, in order. ~·lrs. ;\l:ll')' 
l\rnnn, 1\ lrs. J. f.. l .c .. fourncau, 1\.lrs. :\ . C. Gilbert. ~ 'l rs. N:-ithan 

.\ h1sDE:R<'.A1tn:s C1.1os.<o o~ SusoA' ' ~fo1ts 1.sc 
PrcJXlri'ng /rw Ille fu111rc 

Bcrgs1ronl, ~iiss lluth N iCl~r\ , ~Jiss Doro thy Fenton, ~·lrs. Clara 
Sherman. ~·lrs. A111brose O ' \'Cll and at the present tin1e, ~·riss Eleanor 
Neubauer. 

'"r he .J unior Ocp:trLOlClll \\'as orgnni1ed on Child ren·s n ;ty, 1902. 
\\1 i t1~ l\'lrs . .J . R. Rloon1 :lS superintendent. Sua::ccding her \\'Crc 0 1'. 
F'. C . T:l)'IOI', \\'. \ ·V. Osborn, i\·lrs. ;\gnes Sorensen, ~lrs. Fr.ink Proc­
tor. ~l rs . I lugh Davies, a nd a 1 the prcscr\t tin1e, ;\l iss Sadie -ri ple1'. 

O n Child ren·s Day. 1909, the lnlern1e<lia.te Dep.1.rtn1cnt \\"aS organ· 
ized. M1'. H . ~I. Bro '\'" \\'as lLS til"$l superintendent. '"rlu>se suet.ced ing. 
in order, \\'ere S. F. Shattuc:k, E. C. Dl'aheiol, George El\\·ers. George 
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·r1u; \'ot1111 J.lou.>1, d.-rU~'"" to yt11t1h nr1ivi1id. ii also rt:sidtnt:t: of our 
I>irt:<fOr of Cl1rislitH1 Ed11c11tion. 

Sande, \ Vilbur Sp.,rks, C:lrroll ~lcl~rt1hron, i\[iss Florence \Varner, 
Nathan \\'auda, 1\ •(rs. A. Gross. " 'lrs. l~. f. Ji.fartin, rtnd i\'lr. Lee 
Dryden ... fh is dep."lr tn1ent i.s no"' kno\\•n :'IS 1he Junior 1-1.igh. lt is 
n1c;c1 ing :11 1hc Ilo)''s Jlrigade l>uilding. an d undel' Lhe lcadershi1> of 
~·Ir. 1-lal'le)' l~orgen :ind a large group of t<.oachc~ the: parcnt.s and 
young people.: are pur.suing :t Characte r Education project. 

Jn a922 George El"·ers beca1ne superintendent of 1hc scoio l' de· 
p:lrttncnl :-.nd served until the young 1>eoplc assu111ed 1he 1na11;igc­
n1ent of the group as a sociCl)' o( their 0'''11. Jns1cad of ;i superin· 
tcndent, a senior aclvisor \ Vas subs1i111tcd. Serving in this capacity 
,.,.ere in turn . 1::1'cd \ 'an Lie'''· E11lOI')' IZ.ickal'd, Robert \Vood :ind 
~·1 rs. Hugh llobcrts. l .. "ltcr d•is dcp~rtn1cnt \\'as orgal) iz.ccl into a \ \1c-St· 
n1ins1cr Youth FellO\\'Shi1> \\·ith S. 1::. Shattuck as advisor. This Fel­
lo\\1ship is no\' ' expan d ing in 1nc1nbersh ip and :lCl ivitics \\!ith both a 
1n01'1ling and C\'Cning pr-0gran1 . 

.. fhe ho1ne dcpartn1cnt "·as organized in 1903 \\•i1h l\Jis.s ~linnie 
Gittin.s as supcrintendenc She scrvctl 111ost cfflcicntl)' ror nearl)' (our· 
teen yc:lrs, building up a clcp:trtntcnt of more than 300 1nc11)l>e1'S. 
Succeeding her in this \\'Ork ,,·ere Fred 1\lxlcnschein1, Oscar Lindsey, 
!\liss ~'far)' L..11·so11. and since 1934, ~lrs. K~i $<:huh.art, 1he preSCl)l 
su J)tri ntendcot. 
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Jrl acid it ion LO lhe deparunents o( tht: school there h;l\'C been CktSSCS 
for 1nen. \\'On1e11 aod youog ladies of 1hc church. 

T he high \\':llCr 1nark in Sunday School enrolhoen1 ,,·as reached 
io 19 11 n1hilc D. \V. 6c~r:)1ro1n ,,·as superintendent. .•\t that Li1ne 
the 6oo rnark \\':lS exceeded, no t including 1 he ho1nc dcp:ir1n1cnt :-tnd 
cradle roll nu111beri11g :'lbout •i<><» Since 1915 the school dcc-rea$ed 
considerably d ue to itnproved r-acilities of o llu.:r c;hnrch schools to 
care for their o'''" c:hildren \\•ho h:id been t."lking advantage of 1hc 
excellent opportunilies afforded in our school. This situ:tlion ,,·as not 

;11 :tll <listnrbing for it faci li1:ltccl 
t..aking better c.-.rc of the children 
o( our O\\' ll school. J to,,·cver. in 
the late chirtics. ,,•hen at the Lin1e 
of the gre.'lLCSt expansion of 
church 1ne1nbership, Lhe Sunday 
School con1io11c.'<l to decline, Lhe 
si1nation bec.11ne Olle or concern. 

,.\ de<:linc in cnrollrnent and in 
inlcrest of children in Sunday 
Schoo1 \vns not peculiar to lhe 
Neenah Presbyterian Ch11rch 
a lone. The use and abuse of 
1novies, rJ1ildren's radio 1>ro· 

"11.S.$ l'f.cc ,· P•"'°· 011, nt"w oi·reetor of b'T:lrns, and cornics nlade teach ing 
Cl1ri$litn1 £rl1tMtioir rar rnore dirficult 1han (orn1erly . 

.. fhc average child \\•ho invested 
a di111c in Sunday School relt that he got a be11er return on his ten 
cent ioves11nen1 at lhc 1novies. ,~his is not an indictn1enL 1L is ;1 con· 
dition to be rnet . .. fhe Church is rising to tJ1i:s challenge of a finer and 
ntore cffcc1ivc Christian education program \\1iLh OC\\' n1eLhe)(ls. nc,.,. 
equi pn1ent. and llC\\' leadership. 

\\Te arc .strenglhening and enlarging the \\thole p1·og:ra1n to bring 
Lhe kll0\\1le<lge and love of G0<L lO all our people. :\ traine<l \\'Ol'l:.Cl', 

i\•fiss Peggy 1'1'3)'. has been c;hmcn to head a for,\·arcl looking 1novc­
n1cnt that has every pron1isc of succ<=ss. ;-\ truly n1arvclotLS plan of 
Stlld)' is orrcre<L io the NC\\' Curricuh1111 fo r Preshy1crian Church 
Schools. :t Progran1 for Chun::h ;lnd l~ornc. JI p.<trenlS an<l other 
n1en1be1'S of the c;hun;h give their backing and cooper.ttion to 1his 
llC\\' effort in Ch1·istian e<lucation 0111· history of the fulure ' viii put 
this revie" · in total eclipse. So 1uay il be . 
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Our Church Goes Forth 

"Go ye thet efote tmd tet1ch all 
natio11s, baf>tizi11g them in the 
name of the Fathe,. an<l of the 
So11 and of the H oly Ghost." 
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Rl'i\., [l)\\'AIW 1\1>A.'.'•~ rtatl"'IC """of tllt! 
fir,t '"t:"11'1gt'4 fron1 K~nl'll, after the 1wir 

n 10 foot 1-it1tl1 lettrr f'""' 1\111. Suh. 
who g1ew "P witli i\lr, 1fda,n1 ,,. Tei&"· 
814Tdt:n of tltt: ltllt'r-"111r "''d tht 
1niuionotit1! U'htn will )OU ,,,,,., 
l101n,r· 
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Review of Our Missionary Work 
Dy \\111.B\JR SPAR"'S 

/ 11 rollnborllliou ivillt ~·[Rs. L EONARn C11AT'l'Hk~ON 

and l\l tss J·L£1.€1'' l\Ancoctt. 

B t:NJA~11N I I ARR•S<>N once s:,id 1 lt:lt 1)0 greater succw has ever been 
attained th:tn lh:lt of fo1·eigo 1nissions. ""f he lflllh of that $L:UClllCJl.l 

5ec1ns lO h:ivc stC>()(f the 1cst of 1i1nc. ;.\nd there is reawn fo,. it. }\lis· 
:sionary elfort is in :1coor<l \\'ith the 
gre.'\L conunissiou of o u r l .ord. and 
is :u;co1111><u1icd b)' :in equally great 
pron1ise. 
1~hcrc is a .second~ry r<.-:i.son for 

the success of 111is:sions. l\'f is.sional'ics 
arc of n (.'CCSSit)'. superior people. 
superior in Christian fa itJ1 :ind de· 
,·otion. superior in pl'CJ><'lration, 
ioitiativc, t:ict. cour:igc. :ind p:ls.sion 
for soul:s. 

The lilSk o[ a 111i11ionary is noL an 
c:;tS}' o ne. \ ·\'ht:rc there is no Bible, 
there usually arc on,sanilary condi-
1ions. vcrrnin, and d isease. 1· hcse 
con<lition:s are in addilion l O Ian· 
gi1:tgc difficul1 ies, and the prcrereocc 
of pOOJ>IC lO conro1'Jll tO their O\\'ll 

\\":lf of life. 
"'!'he Neenah Presbyterian Church 

has good rCZLSon to be nlis.sionary­

1 ' \\'0 M.'ltl.\' u.,vc111 ~ Q/ our ,\ 1ce• 
11t1h th111Y"h who uil'nt out a.s 1eatl1. 
er$ ltJ tlic /ore1'p.n 1nissio11 field: 
1\li" Fru111y Cu11d(lll, It/I, J((Ult!d 

her 111Qrk i11 Syrin obo11t 188'; while 
i\fi.J.l )t '"'Y JVht:ell'r, 1i1el1t, /Q1111d(ld 
a sclu.>Ql i n 1\1t!xit•o u,,dcr Prcsby­
tcria11 sp<n1sorsliif>. 

ary.zninded. J-lad it not been for the genero:sit)' o[ godly n1cu and 
\\'ou1e11. \\•hose C<>n1ril>111ion:; established :ind nurture<I this el1urch at 
its beginnings. il n1ost lil:.el)' \\'Ould not ha\'e co1ne into being. 

lt is a no tC\\'Orth)' fa<;1 iJ1a1 through the hi.story of thii; C hurch. its 
p:istOr$ effccl ivcly promoted the cause of n1issio n :s. and (To 1u this 
COllg'l'cg<\1 io rl have gone o u t ;unbassadors or Christ LC.> \':lrious J).1rts or 
the eal't h . 

Notable a111011g those \\•ho \\ICl\t fro1n this chu rc:.h into 1nissiooary 
\\'Or i.:. \\':t:S Dr. 1\1·thur 13rO\\'n, lvho, a(tcr having b<.-c;ornc 1>-1stor of one 
of the largest Prcsb)' ttriao chut'chcs o n the Paci lie coasl, '"as adva11ted 
to a secretaryship in the office o[ the S oard of J:"orcign ~'fissions. a 
J>OSt he held for rnany )'c:trs vlith honor ;!Ind cRitienC:)'· 
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i\·l iss fanny Cunclall. " 'ho ca1ne to Neenah lO teach in our public 
schools. 'vas sent 10 :1 1nissio11 fie ld in Syri;1. Unable LO Sland Lhe 
clin1atc, she found it ncc(.-ssary lO gi'e u1> her \\'Ork and return. 

~li§S \ 'erna Phillips, also :1 1>ul>lic school teachcl' here. engaged in 
n1issio11:1ry \vork in Venezuela, Sot11h ;-\1ncric;;1. 

l\•l iss J ennie \\'heeler expended nlOSt ~111 of her ,,·or king I ife as h(.~d 
of ''"0 n1ission schools in l\1cxi<.:o. I ler 1hirty-1hrce ye.'\1'$ of devotio n 
rc.sulte(l in a notable '''Ol'k, recog·nized both by the Board of fore ig n 
!\·fissions of the ll nitcd S1a1cs, ::ind by the :tuthoritie5 in 1'.lexico. 

Perhaps the n1ost notable and the nlost interc.stin g of 1nission fields 
\\' ith \\1hich this church h:is h :tcl c<nl1ac1 is the one locatec:l at ~reigu . 
Kore.'\. ~rhis 1xu·ticu lar interest '''as brought about throug h the l::uc 
~'1 1'$, .J. I~ . 1-\d:uns, \\'ho \\1::.s for1n<::rly ~·f i s." C:1rc>linc 11abc:ock. 

lleing d eeply in1eres1e<I in nlissions, ~!rs. 1\dants, then ?\fi:JS l\:lb· 
cock, \vent to Tcig u. 10 visi1 a lady friend C01)nected \\•ith the n1issio n 
there. and LO investigate the ,,·ork of die Sl:ttion. 10 dc1cr1nint.: 
'"hc1hcr or not :she should :1ISO illdCJ>Cndcntl)' join in its labo1·s. t\l'te 1· 
a several ll)Ollth·s stay, she 1·elurnecl ho1ne. 

Rev. JanlC5 £ .. 1\d:uns, a 'vido,,·cr \\' ith rour children, all of \\1hon1 
beca1ne associa1e<l \\•iLl t 1he n1issio11 :it Teig u, l:ilc r c;a111e to Neenah 
and 1ook. ~.'fiss llalx:::ock \\•ith hint b;~ck 10 Korea as ~·lrs. 1\da1ns. 

For several years Ile\'. :lnd ~·frs .. \d~uus <.::lrric.."<I o n their \\'Ork at 
Teigu until the f;, ilu re of Re\' . . <\dan1s' health, n ecessitated their 1·e· 



t urn to J-\111crica. Re\'. 1\d:uns' son, l~d\''~1rd. continued serving lite 
ln ission and '''as chosen as n1ission a t) ' p:tslor of 01u· Neenah Prcsb)'· 
Leriao Church in 19ao. 

1"'he labors 0£ R.ev. E<l"•ard Ada1ns \\'ere serio usly h::intpCretl during: 
Lhe criliCtl )'C';n-s or \\'ar bCL\\'C'Cn J a pan all<.l China. \ \'hen the United 
Sla tes declared '''ar, [ollo"'ing Pearl Harbor, he \\'as <1rrcs1e<l. held in 
j ail ror three ,,·cek:s '''ithout heat or beddiog. but later '''as allo,,•e<l to 
live in his O\Vll hon1c, but as a i>ri:soncr. \ Vid t other 111iS$iOnarics Cro1n 
.. \ sia, he retul'Ol..'<l lo the Un itC..'tl S1a tcs 011 one or lht: h istoric tri~ or 
Lhc Gripshoh11. 

to Se1>tCn1ber of 19.161.he Foreigo Jloan:I of ~·fissions conlnlissioncd 
Ile''- 1\ da1ns to return 10 Korea :lnd cn 1r1Jste<I to hint chc irn rx:u·t::illt 
t.'tSk of rnaking a survey or the entire tnissionaf)' situation [ollo"·ing 
t he d:nnn.gcs br<>ught :llxnn by ihe '''nr . I-l e is 110''' l0<-a1cd in Seoul. 
the ea.pit.al. 

1-\ le tter fro1n j ohn C. S1nil11 o[ the Board of Forci~rn ~liss ions in 
repl)' 1.0 an inquir)' has 1hii to :o;ay, " I t is a J>le.'lsure to su,te that Rev. 
£d,vard 1\ dan1s is no''' ho lding lhc 1nos1 rc..-sponsible position in our 
Korea ~·lissioo. I le is not only Exetuti\'e St."Cl'Ct:u·y for the rn ission. 
hnt is d ie :tdntini.'!1r.11or o f R.cstorn1 ion Funds; son1ed1ing 1norc than 
a n1illion dollal's "·ilJ go Lhrough his o llice in the re-esla blish111ent of 
.schools, rnissionrtr)' hon1c.s, a nd c;hun;h cs disrupted b ) L11c h"ar. ' 'ou 
1nay be ' ' 'ell a.ssure<I tJ1at he is an able and eOicic11t executive." 

Re\•. Ad:tms· resJ>Onsibilitits go f~r beyond those of his C>!C(Uli \IC 

d uties. He is in the st~1tegic 1>0sitio 11 as \\1a tchn1an for :'II Christian 
civil iz<11 ion. Close :ll his hand lies no·n1:1n·s land bcc'''ccn " 'orld (rec· 
clon1 and Soviet atheisn1. Should Christianity Cail here, the light of 
liberty 1n;1y long cease to shine for K<>re;1. rtnd 1 he danger to che peace 

' ·" )11'.)IOtliY o" 1111. Ru·. 1"-''~ t:. An.~ ... n .o. A rt"' )'f'll'l life« hJ• 
de;a1h, the llW'tllbtf1 ot t li< ~Ina 1' tt'llrt(T'isn Cl•u•d• in , .('lit" <nnlC'd 
to l1000I' 111<1' (Ille" 10!11) l111d 1•1-0n«•·~'ll i n their m itht and ....,., 1hc 61~1 
ml~!on:iry 10 t<llnC' 11• 1 li•o: in •reign •nib baulifnl tablet -. .. lhc 
im 1ll, h M'lll d<d1a H:d June 1&. 1ft!l5-

l)url°' tht war )'till", tbC' l\.orC1111t foullol h 10 thtlr ad•i'lllU:f:C. In II• • 
Ing 11niltt the Jap:inoe n•IC' .10 111 IC'll" ih·c an :111)pcJ11>i1M"t "' bd113 ll1UI• 
:\111Crla n. "l'h l1 st- l'l'l-1. :i 100 cvldc111 o'tmiruln -Of AutcliCm in!lu( 1W'(', 
and KllM of die nloflrc ou11f'C)k<n ('1111rc:h ll'lll.lcn .. 110 "·"'ltd to cuny 
fa1·0I' wllh lhc JlPJ.11(K, fll•om.1 pv.lhog h o;k,ot.·n s nd t.iroki•IJ it "P• 
Au o td 1elnh1n, lllC' Re"· Munc·jcw Ltc', .. 110 had bttn llllHOI' of tbt 
S<11,11h G111c Prol.>}tl'Nn Cl11ud1 in 'rdg.,. for '5 )'C"aU., J\l~cor e1f 
(':c1"";11 AMmbl7 11Qd good friend()( OT. Aclil:mJ. luPflenCd 10 be pr~1u 

on t>Uot J~da ocnsle1n. t 'ul l f (ognlr.1111 ol wb:u It udJt.hl c1112ll, h e oltppcd 
up 10 tht stont. thrnr hi• :nuu: :uou.id ii, 2"'1 uld M'ill\ gtt.ac ft('ling; 
'"\\ '11oeYtr brcsk' l11b uo11c ~ill l~•c:- 10 bu•.1\, fflC fi rst." It " '" n<Mkc• 
able 1lu1 1bClnly ~l!tt lh i•, (I" c>nir darl. n ig:l11. 1J1~ tat.lie:- d b;;lppt.;irt'd • 
. \fin- 1111: w.1r. the f:i.l1t1r1JI "''°" 6u.g h "P and rotort'd h. so 1h:11 Oftl' 
l'l"OU-11) ~·CT ~n(IW lhl' JilctC'.11(~ l'C)l'I". 
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The J.i.dcd •rc•.s s.how the countries wficrc N41tional 
ot Fottign Miuionary wo1k is wpportcd by the 
Pn:sbytc:rion Church. 

Siri~ I 848 our Neenah diurd. h•1 contribvtcd 
more th41n • qu.rlc1 of e mfllion doLrs to btMvoknt 
~usei.. 

01o1t d irect rcspOMibility !Ms been for rx11 own 
rnissionorKs in Ko1c• and 1n West Aftic•, but rMny 
other projects h.vc received 9cMrC)U1 sifts., cit.her 
di1cctly or tfirou9h OU1 svppori of the M1s1ion 8oerd1 
of the Ch""'h 

Our goal is to devote • thi1d of cedt •nnual 
~get towerd miu.ionary wor\. 





of Lhe \\'oriel bcc:;unc still rnorc serious . .. rhc succ;eS$ of Kor~1n 111is· 
siOllS is Of (;OllCt:'l'll tO IO\'CN of liberl)' every\\•hcre. 

\\r£S'r :\ FRICA ~'llSS ION 

On the OJ>p<>sitc side 0£ the \1Jo1·ld our church has a J>.1rt in the ,.,.ork 
or the \ Vesl 1\ {rica ~fission \Vhcrc the Cl1attCr$01lS represent us. This 
'"as the first n1i.ssio11a1·y \\'0 1'k ever starled b)' our Board of Foreign 
f\I issions. Jt ,,·as i11 the yc~1r 1850 that lhC fir.$t st.'\tio n \\'as establisJ1cd. 
'"roc:lay, nearl)' 100 years later, lherc a rc 17 st..1tions ancl 101 1nissio11-
aries on the roll. Adele.~ 10 th<lt l\tunbcr :are tJ1ousand.s of rnission 
trainc;..~l 1>;1stor.s, evangelists. t<.-achcl"$, n1cdical ~ssistants and nurst'S, 
carpenters, 1nech:111ics, printers aod la.bo1'e1·s. In every departaneJ\t of 
the goveroo1ent and the co1111ncrcial finns one fincls 1ni5$ion rrainc.xl 
Christian n1en. 1~hey " 'ere in the French arn1y that foug h t in north 
,.\fTiC:'I :'Incl Europe. Onl)' last )'C;u· l \\'O .-\rric;1n ));IStors studied at 
l'rincetOll .. rhc."<,Jogic::al Se1nina1')' \\•here they \\'ere :1 c re<Lit to the 
church. \Vhlle a .s1n ::ill tninority 
have had contact \\'ith lhe ouuide 
\\·orld. tl1c great illajority have 
had no such c:ont:u; t and live still 
in the clecp dark ju1lgle o[ super· 
stilion and fear that is C' 'Cl')' \\•herc 

in C1111cr<,1111. 1\dded tO· this set· 
ting. \\'e feel in C:an1eroun toclay 
the rorces or 'vor1tl ~x::ial :lnd 
econonlic revolution. ;-\theistic 
forces are 1n:1rshaled ;against 
Christianity as never before. 1\ s a 
result, the Prcsb y1erinu ~-f i$SiOn l\hss•ol'o· 1·10)11; of 1/le Adot11s 
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in \ \lest :-\fi-ic:i. 10<:1:1)' facc;.-:s its 
grcatc~t ttlSk i11 100 yeal'S- the 
task o[ bringing the Christ \\'C 

kll<)\\. to those in confusion. t11e 
Ch1'ist o[ IO\'C, kno,\•le<lge and 
unders1:111cli11g. 1hc Christ '"It'' 
died that they as '''<: II as \\·c 
1night have c1er11al life, :u1cl in 
this '''orld a life of hapJ>)' use· 
fulncss. 

To this end is c::irrie<I on a 
fourfo ld 1>rogr:1n1 in C:uncroun. "rhcre :trc 1hc hospi1als :lnd lc1>er 
c;\lllf)S cal'ing- for thous:tuds of patients. ~rher<: is the lndus11·ial School 
t<.>aching trndes ancl fi tting 1ncn to n1ect n1ode111 life. There arc the 
,•illage and tO\\' ll i;chools lvhcrc c;hild r <:11 arc taught 11ot ooly to .:e:td 
and \\'Titc but 10 kno''' the g·reatest Teacher of all tirncs. "f hcre is a 
Sc1ninary for train ing rninistcrs, a Nor111:1I Schoc>I for teachers. sch<>Ols 
for training nurses and 1\1e<lic:a.1 assi.s-ta11ts. Just started is the Can1· 
croun Christian College. a college \\•hich \\1 ill be f ully :ux:-r«.:ditc<l an<l 
the uni)' o ne of i1s kind for 1housa11ds o f 1niles. -rhcre is the liaise)' 
~1Cl110l'ial f>rcss \'Jhich sup1>lies all the departlllClltS o[ ~·fission \\'Ork 
' "ith tCxl books and other Chris1i:tn literature, 1>rioting these 1na. 
tcrials in sevcrnl ,\ [rican dialects as \\·ell as frcnch. 1 "'\\'0 thous.-.nd 
doll:irs \\'as glvcn by o ur chu rch ic:Hvftrd :1 iiC'i.V building lo h{>use tliis 
dcpttrt1llent or the nlission \\!Ork. \\1hich is n1ee1 ing ever g reater 
<:lcrn:ind:s. 

Fron1 the report of the llo.i.rd of 1:-orcigi1 1\ •( issions LO the General 
t\ .sscn1bly in 1948, n·c rcarl: 
··ours is a tirne fraught \\1it11 J>eril to the " 'hole hurnan 1'acc an.cl 
yet a tin1e ,,,hen the follo\\·e~ of J C!$u.S Christ 1nay c:o nt::civably n·in 
the \\•hole \\'Orld to 1-:1 int, A surve)' of the overse.i.s \\'Ork of the !>res· 
b ytcr i:'ln Churt::h i n the U.S.t\. <luring tJ1c past year 1n:·1kcs tt\'O f.iCt.$ 

c lear bC)'ond all doubt- that 
~ t11cre is uxlay :ut uuparallclcd op· 

J>0r1unity (or Christia11 evangel· 
isnt. and that \\'C nntSI rc:apquick· 
ty or perhaps rniss the harvest 
fo rever." 

Certainly in \Vest :\fr-ica th is is 
true. Tl is a ti111e of peril and op· 
portunity. an<l our First Presby· 
1cr i:u1 Chu rc;h of Necuah is J>lay. 
ing an i1l1portan1 par1 in pt'C(><'lT· 
ing 1 he ground that this hal'vest 

~h»1os 1·10~11~ of the Chaucrwn.r might be reaped fo1· Christ. 



T111s FAMOI/$ l'A1:o.'11t>.'C Oft ·1 ·11r. l..01U>'S l.A$T Sur1•1'1t" is by Anobnlc Cnnnrri nnd 
dates 10 tht: early 17t1' tcntury. II has bet:,1 giuen 10 the F1'.rst Prab)tcritut Cl1urch 
by a grou/1 of friends as a r11tt110ri11l lo Or. anti '''"· C1'n/Jin. II is /Jln1111cd that 
il 1cill l1Qvt o plate of lionor i11 011r neu• churth, 
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" TT 
Y £/?11~>·1 11r1ll), I (f') u11to you, 

he Iha/ bcliet'tl/; iu ttlr, the 1110rk.f 

that I do J/11111 he 1lu afw; and 

greater ii-or As thnn 1l1t'J< Jhnll hr do: 

beca11~ I go unto ,,,,. l't1thrr. And 

111ha1 so ever >e shnl/ 111Jt ;,, '") nt11;1e, 

tlu1l r11ill I tlo, tlu11 the f.'nthcr u1ay 

lie glori{trd iu tht• Son. I f ye lout.: 

1uc. kee/1 "'Y ro1111un11dn1t•nt.v." 
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T11os1-; ,,,110 rounded this CJ1urch. an<l tho~ \\'ho 
have succ.:ccdtxl the111 in iLS n1en1betshi1> h:t\1C 

\\•roughL fi1ithfully. "rhcy have served Ccx:l and nlan. 
\Vith earn~tn<;!)S. Their lives have been n1arkcd by 
vision and .sincerity. In thi$ s;11ne s1>iri1,. '''C 111ust con· 
tinue 10 \\'Ol'J:. together in facing th<; p rCS(;nl, and the 
fulure. \\te n1usl not 1·esL content \\' ith past :u:hicve-
1ncn1s o r even 1>resent attain1ncnts. For if '''e cease to 
d rearn our drca1ns, or f;t il to strive lc:>gethcr to i1nplc· 
n1ent then1 " 'ith dcCXI$. our church \\' ill fa lter in her 
fOf\\'3f<l 1><"1.CC. 

God helping us. \\'C shall not £alter. 

Thcrcf<>rc. '''C '''hon1 you have chosen to escrcise 
authority :tnd le:1dcrship c:ill upon (.'3.Ch 111c1nber 0£ 
our congregation to und<:rg-ird tJ1c life of the church 
'"ith prayer and S.1.crifice. Jn the (aitJ1rut <>bscrv:1ncc 
of th<: 5erviccs of public '''orship. in our g ifLS of tin1e 

and talent and possc.'$.$ions, lcL us share in 1naki11g 
Christ knO\\'ll. lo\•ed and ohcye<I a1nong 1nen. In so 
doing ,,.c shtill be " 'Ol'thy of Lhe p:tsl. ;in inspiraLion 
to thns.e no'" serving and a challenge to high advcn· 
tul'e for tJ1e onco1ning gencr:l1 ions. 

" ..• forgettiug tho.~t lltiugs 1vhich are behiu(I, and 
rcnching fo1·1h unto thou: t/;iugs u1/;iclt are before . .. 
press tou,,1r,/ the uu1rk jor the />r1':e of tlte high calling 
of Cod i11 ChriJt ]r..$11.s. Let us the1·efore. as 111t111y ns 
be n1nture. be thuJ 1niu<led." 

T11£ S&~rox 

T HE BOARD OF TRIJS'I'£•~ 
Tui:: 60ARO OF D£Aco:-;.s 



We Plan for the Future 
By S. F . S1-1A'r'11JCI\ , Cllairn1a11 of lJuilding Co1n1nit1ee 

T HE hope persist~ th:'lt llu'! 1Je:1utiCul stru c::turc J>ic­

tored al the right shall hecorne a realiL)' · 
Eight ytars. a \\1orld l\'ar. and a n1ajor innation have 

i1\tcrve1\ctl since 19iao \\1hen die decision " 'as reached 

io l>uil<l :1 l'IC\v church c.'<lificc. 
"rhe original plan, designecl hy ~(:1g11cy, ~r1 1sslcr :111d 

Setter. has been 1·e"·orked 01any tin1es :1s building 
costs spiralled UP'' 'ard {ollo,ving tl1e \\'a t'. 

111 the light of lhc next honclre<l years, the ~1Jagney 

J>lan, as fioally :1pprovc,.'(l in 1946, fi1.s the nce<ls of this 

Congregatior1. 
\ Ve all [eel the need {or ac:tior1. \Ve .shou1d-"~l:tke 

no s1nall plans. ~fht)' have no 1nagic to stir n1en.·s 
blood . .. . 1\i1n high in hope :lnd \\"Ork, rcn1c1nbcring 
LhaL a noble, logical diagrao'l once recorded ,,·i11 never 
die. bul long after '"care gone ,,•ill be a living lhiog. 
asserting ilSClf '"ith ever gro'ving insi.stcncy. l~enle1n· 

ber that our sons and grandsons arc going 10 do things 
that \\1oul<l stagger us: · 

. 64 . 
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