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“Oine generafion shall praise thy
works to another, and shall de

elare thy mighty acts.”
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Dedication

I'n loving memory of Reverend and Mys. John E. Chapin

THJ Reverenp Jors B, CHariy came upon our scene at a crocial
moment in the life of the Neenah Church. The doctrinal dispute
that had split the church for a decade was healing, The twa rival
General Assemblies reunited in 186n, which set the panern for di-
vided presbyteries and local churches.

The two Neenah congregations [ell into line, calling John E.
Chapin to be their pastor, He entered upon his ministry on May 285,
1870, and served our church for g3 years, until his retivement in
tgog. Thereafrer, until his death in 1g11, he demonsirated whar i
takes o be a good predecessor. Continuing e make his home in om
midst, he was ever helplul 1o his successor, the Reverend ]. L. Mar-
quis, and never in the way, His capacity for self-effacement amonnted
to a fine are

Those of us who, as children, came into membership under Dr.
Chapin’s munstry. remember him for his six foot four inch height,
his LI1|.1'-|1,'!II:_'.|]| frockeoat which he alwavs wore, and his long beard
which hid all facial expression but the kindly and understanding

EYCs, Nﬂ"l-i."" i} 1'|:'..l||'f. 1Iii'\4.'|'. he e the il|'||'l|:'-l1il|'l'“.' aof oTedl Teserve.
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He, nevertheless, had the reverential respect of the enLire comimumity.

Mot only did he heal the breach of the '6o's, but with D). W.
Bergstrom he laid the foundation of our present day church life.
The Sunday School evolved from a few grownups and an “infant
class” to a completely graded enterprise. A young people’s society
of Christian Endeavor was organized. Raising congregational funds
through pew rents was displaced by the voluntary pledge. Sensing
the need of something to catch the imerest of boyhood, Dr. Chapin
nursed into being the Boys’ Brigade, an organization which promptly
evolved into a community program.

Mo testimonial to John E. Chapin would be complete without
a tribute to his wife. If ever there was a pastor’s wile who supple-
mented her husband at every warn, it was Harriet Ely Chapin, Her
ready smile, quick wit, and gracious good nature balanced his dignity
and reserve, A woman of refined tastes and level judgment, she was
also a skilled seamstress, amd excellent cook, and a model house-
keeper. In the homes of the congregation, she was not only a fre-
quent visitor, but genuinely loved,

And so, with true affection we dedicate this book, that the lasting
ministry of these two servants of God may continue to bear frut

FLERAER  HLgg A



Foreword

A=y

Reverexp Jous E. Bouguer

NE CLIMBING a mountain will sometimes
O pause to look down with new perspective
upon the trail he has mounted. Then refreshed
by the moment of rest and contemplation, in-
spired by the challenge of the heights above,
conscious of strength and ability, he strives
again to conguer his goal.

In this Centennial year we pause on our
upwatd journey to gain such inspiration.

This book will make vivid the past with
some of its personalities and accomplishments.

From our history, ler us gain a deep sense

of the presence and power of God, working
in and through this congregation, Then lew us
breathe a praver of gratitude for those servants of His
who have done His will through all these vears,

It is our hope that each will gain a vision of the
slorious victory God has reserved for us, who face the
prospect amd challenge ol an even greater future. It is
for us o rise to the tasks of a new century, a new work.

FLI LA LRI I'I'IEI]H:I'I'[IIII Th'A

Pastor
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Centennial Program

CENTENKIAL COMMUNION
Sundey Ociober 3

Our urrlgn!g.‘lliun DTS the observance of our Cenvennial Year with the Com-
mumion Scrvice. It is particularly significant thay this is o World Wide Com-
Lnb P T

AxnvaL CONGREGATIONAL MEFTING
Thursday, October 1y

We review our past vear and plan for the future.

Oracax REciman
Sunday, October 17

A wveiper service at gigo. Our organist, Miriam Clapp Duncan, AAGO., as-
sisted by guest artist presents a progrom of sacred amd classical msic,

CexTENNIAL Banguer
Thursday, Oclober 28
Boys Brigade Building

A [clh:-wshil_l. SUppET :.lmnmrvl_'n;l by the Waoamen's Sﬂl:'il.'l':.‘ with |mnm':.':1l of

historic events.

Distribuiion of Centennial Booklet.

RECOGRITION SERVICE
Sunday, November 7

At our morning worship we recognize and honor our 50 Year members,

O CoONCERT
Sunday, November ar

A wvesper service at g:zo. Owr choir with guest artisis presents o program ol
romsic and sacred song.
CENTENNIAL SUNDAY
December 12
CHURCH SEHO0L RALLY—00 L5

The Sunclayy Church § eels i ; 4 itor shi
I'he Suncay Church School meets in the Charch Aucitorium for worship and
praie.

MORNING WORSIP— 1055

A service of thanks with the receprion of the Centennial class of new members,

« 10 -



The Centennial Anniversary Service
December 15, ro48, 7:30 o'clock
A ServiceE 0F RECONSECRATION

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Preshyterian Church
in the U.S.A., Dr., Jesse H. Baird, Presiding.

oy

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

vr God has in His grace brought the congregation of this church
O through a century of fellowship and service to this great day of cele-
bration, Therelore we gather together in our sanctuary to rededicate our
selves and our church to the teaching, preaching and healing ministry ol
Jesus Christ, to the worship of God and the administration of His sacra-
ments, and ta all other goad works which we, as the Body of Christ, should
render unto humanity, We therefore seek His blessing upon this service.

+

The Litany of Thanks

Minister: For Thy providential care that hath brought us in peace
and prosperity into this hour:

Pﬂ:rjl'.lf.:': We give Thee thanks, O Lovd.

Minister: For the sacrihce and devotion of all the Githiul who have
established and maintained onr church,

People: We give Thee humble thanks, O Lord.

Minister: For Thy grace, which sustained our [athers and gave w
them the vision and strength to make known Thy name in the
wilderness;

People: We give Thee hearty thanks, O Lord.

Minisier: For the Century of living witness to Thy glory; for the
foundation firmly laid for us;

People: For these and countless other blessings, we do give Thee
exceeding abundantly our praise and thanks,

2T



Minister: Seeing God hath so richly blessed this church and
people in the century that is past, we now rededicate our-
selves to His continued service for the cenwury that lies
aheadd.

Therefore, o the soothing of troubled hearts, the comfort of
the sorrowing, the preaching of the word of God in Christ,

J"rrujrh'r’: We rededicate ourselves, (3 Lo,

Minister: Ta the Christian nurture ol littde children, the teach-
ing and guidance of youth; o the kindling of high courage
and holy purposes in the hearts of all who worship in our micst,

People: We rededicate ourselves, () Lord.

Minister: To the Faithful worship of God, the observance of the
Sacraments, the devonion of heart and mind in humble serv.
ice of the Christ.

Peaple: We rededicate ourselves this day O Lord, forever.

gy

Al--'-IHI-IH"i' Gon, our Father, Thou whe hast called ws into the Tellow-
ship of Thy church, given us the spiritual heritage of all the saints and
prophets, and matched us to the challenge of this hour, bestow Thy
blessing upon us who wait before Thee,

Kindle in our hearts appreciation of the high privilege of serving Thee
and hill us with the love of Thee, Thy Kingdom and our fellowmen, Give
us that true vision of Thy will that shall turn our hearts 1o praise Thee
bath in word and deed.

Grant Thou Thy blessing o lollow us into the luture, so that as we
achieve we shall add glory to Thy Kingdom. Grane strength of mind and
purpose, courage of heart and soul 1o each who will serve Thee.

Conscorate us, our pravers, our talents, our Iibors and wilts, vea even
our whole lives, unto the service of Thy Kingdom. This is our praver
as we enter our new century. And Thine shall be the Kingdom and the
Power amd the Glory, both now and forever. Through Jesus Christ our
Lovd, Asies.

o

Fle B



Centennial Committee

Jonx 8, TOLVERSON, CHAIRMAN

Hisromicar
Stunrt Thompson
Mrs. Arthur Ritger
Mrs, David Jones
Mrs. H. k. Steurt
Willsur 5, !'!i|:|:|rk\.
E. A, Severson

BookLET
James H. Shatoeck
Mrs MNed Righiom
M. George Banta
Erouglas 3. Tauhert
[hom Weler
I. H. Wilterding
Wilbsert Rike
Miss Joan Hagen
Miss Rathryn Scliliz
Miss Helen Baboock
. F. Shatiuck

Ixvirarioxs axn Hosprrapiy

M. L | Pinkerton
Alrs, Raberr Mo
Willkim Owen

Earl Willisms

Ted Yonan

Prosp A
Amibsrose (hven
Saclic Tiple
Miss Helen Balboock
Arsc A EC MacQuarrie
Mrso A, C Gilberi

PusLicimy
George AL Japerson
Fredd Beneen
D A P Graham

Musi
Jo G Blewinger
M George Weigandt
A G Gilben
Mrs 5. M. Pickard
Arnberiose Owen

Youxo ProrLE

Semor Westminster Group
5. F. Sharouck, Advisor

[uamicr Westminster Group
Mr. and  Mmm.  Donald
Mlvisanrs

AR BERSI
Halph Kisley
Ars, 5 F. Shattuck
Learen Schrosder
F. F. Miarnin
Arva E, Vaurm
Nathan YWauda
Fusory 1. Bickand
Mps. 5 No Pickurd
Mrs. George Wedgadi
Ms, [0 B Milkar
Mrs, Ambrose Owen

PaGEANT
Mrs, B E. Sanders
Mathan Wiada
Mrs, Arthur Ritger
Mrs. Palmer B, MoConnell
Mrs. Robent Ancderson

FiNAxc
o B Clark
5. M. Pickard
AMrs, H. K. Baboock
Mrs. A P Remley
Idon H. Severson

Heiser,

The congregation is extremely grateful o those members of our
church whe have rendered a real and lasting service in planning and
presenting our Centennial program and this Centennial Book.
Both mark an enduring record of our hundred years in the worship
and service of God. We will long remember their achievements,



(un Hosestean or Hanemoxn Reep in which the first relis
plows services i Neenah were held in 1855, 1 wai in @ gmilar
wtrwcture oaned by Loval M. Josei hat the firsd  Preilry
FETiER |L‘|H-.‘.:]f|_'._1fr::|'l L P-lj..l! Iir r.u-u.ql- .-.-.ﬂ.:qru.'..:ln:m Ol &
church.
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A Century of Service and Worship

H}' WirLeur Sparks

“Let thy work appear unto thy serants,
and thy glory unto their children.”

THH EARLY HISTORY of the First Presbyterian Church of Neenah is
the record of two small missions, established and sustained for
more than a decade, one by the Congregational Church, and the other
by the Presbyterian denomination, The field truly was pioneer, for
100 years ago Neenah was only a saw mill, a grist mill, a few settlers’
cabins in the vast forests of Wisconsin, whose total population was
only seven thousand,

Earty Ties with ConGrREGATIONAL Missiox

If the proper order of presentation were followed, the story of
the Presbyterian mission would be relared before that of the Con-
gregational, but it seems wise to reverse the order. There are a num-
ber of reasons for this, The Congregational mission was established
a year earlier; there was very close cooperation between the two
denominations; after twenty-two years the Congregational group
united with the Presbyterians, and at the time of union cumums
bered them by more than two to one.

The First Presbyterian Church of Winnebago Rapids, as Neenah
was then known, was organized December 15, 1848. This was not,
however, the hrst protestant service held in this community. "Three
years prior, an itinerant minister of the ever alert Methodist church,
preached a sermon at the home of Harrison Reed, located on the
Point near the east end of Wisconsin Avenue. The village's entire
population of seven white men and a few Indians composed the
audience. A few days later two of those seven white men lay dead.
Two out of seven was a serious death loss percentage, as it would be
1o any community, but that the sermon was in anyway responsible,
the records do not show.

The second protestant religious service held in what is now the
city of Neenah, was conducted in 1846 by the Reverend Q. P. Clin-
ton, representing the Congregational Home Missionary Society. This
service was also held in a home on the Point not far from where
the Hinterthuer home now stands, There were twelve persons pres-
ent.

A gifted man was this young Rev. Clinton, for he had foresight
as well as religious zeal. He was charmed by the breathless beauty
of this region, He was able to vision a city rising on the banks of
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the Fox River where water power was so plentiful. He knew that
emigrants were trecking westward, and that in this territory of Wis-
consin there were then vast acres of lertile lands awaiting tillers of the
soil, and that there were many thousands of square miles of un-
touched timber ready to supply the raw products of industry, Cer-
tainly for this region there was a :1L':-[III:|-

Rev. Clinton did not just recognize the attractiveness of the place,
he did something about it, He praised it wherever he went, He wrote
letters to his friends and acquaintances, u ging them to settle here,
and succeeded in inducing
guite a number o do so.
While proving himself a
promoter of no mean ahil-
ity, he did not forget his call-
ing or neglect the spiritual
needs of his tellow pioneers,
He set homsell 1o estallishi-
ing a Christian church.

April 4, 18457, was an
epochal date in the history
of this region, for it was on
thar day the lirst Christian
chutch here came inta be-
ing. At the request of Rev.
Clinton a small group ol
Christian people mer, and
after prayer and delibera
tion, organized themselves
into a2 Congregational
church. At this mecting also
the hirst commumnion sery-
ice in this commuanity was

Mes. Ok B Crsrox ohserved.,
For the fronwtier . .. A call was extended to
Rev. Clinton to serve as pas
tor, which call was accepred. For about lour years with great love and
care he ministered o the Medgling congregaton. He then resigned
to pesumee has home mission work which he divecred for many years
from his Menasha home, the lot for which was given him by Goy-
ernor Doty. He also established the Congregational Church in Me-
nasha, There are some in our church who in their youth knew Hev
Clinton and sall honor Lis memory.,

For a place in which to worship, the Congregationalises selected
a log house just north and east of the intersection of Elm Street il
E. Doty Avenue, The house had been built by the covernment as a

o 1 -




home for Indians, but was used by them as a stable. This was an
humble place in which to worship, but was it not in a stable that
the Christian era had s orvigin?

Meed for commaodious quarters soon led the Congregatonalisis to
lease a store room on E. Wisconsin Ave, about oppaosite the library.
While worshiping here, they decided o secure a church home of
their own. A joint stock company was in process of erccting a
church building at the mtersection of Oak St and Ko Doty Ave,
where the Immanuel Luthe-
cran Churgh now  stameds,

This the Congregationalists

assumed in oan unfinished ‘r, -
comdition and carried the ‘L‘
work on 1o u:ll11];||1'1iilll a5 REAS -

funds became available, The
building was reported 1o
have cost 52000, 5zo8 ol
which was received froom the
Church Evection Fund.

The congregation  wis
able o occupy its new
church home in 1852, The
building was also used for
public school purposes. It
was a neat frame building
vancered with brick. It also
had a front portico with
four columns, and became
known as the “Latcle Brick
Church.” Here the Congre-
gationalists worshipped un-
til 1860 when they merged REVEREND CLINTOX
witly a1 Zrowf af Pt‘l‘!i]:'!.'lt'- oo oot stern aad steadfost farth
rians to become the Second
Presbyterian Church of Neenah.

Now, having introduced for background purposes the Congrega-
tionalists, predestined in due time o be Preshyterians, we procead
to trace from the beginning the thread of history of the First Pres-
byvierian Church, the one hundredth anniversary of whose founding
is now being celebrated,

In Aungunst of 1848, the same year Wisconsin became a0 state and
one year after Winnebago Rapids became a village, Rev, H. M.
Robertson, a representative of the Presbyterian Board of Domestic
Missions, scouted this community to see il conditions warranted
establishing a mission church here, He found the nuclens of a few

e 17 s



Presbyterian Familics and began to preach statedly at the home of
Loyal H, Jones, located on West Wisconsin Ave. near where the
Bergstrom mill now stands. For a short time in the late fall, services
were held in the same Indian cabin on East Doty where the Con-
gregationalists originally worshipped.

In December of the same year a large room over the store of Yale
and Jones was used as a meeting place until a church building could
b erected. This store building was located east of the Valley Inn

Wisconsiy AVENUE ai if leoked in 18¢8, Yole and fones generel slore where our
church was i’nrmrnl_r organized was on the right J.-r.-_:.-d-u.r! the intereeciion.

across the mailway tracks on Wisconsin Avenue. It was here that on
December 15, 1848 the First Presbyterian Church of Winnebago
Rapids was formally organized. The officers of this infant church of
cighteen members were Rev. Milton Huxley and Loyal H. Jones,
duly elected and ordained as elders, and Osial Wilcox, elected and
ordained as a deacon. The following October, William L. Lindsley
was made a ruling elder and thus became the third member of the
session. Rev, Robertson consented to become the pastor and remained
to nurture the church for a period of five years.

Rev. Robertson was the ideal pioneer pastor. Young in years, full
of vigor, well trained for the ministry, and schooled in Preshyterian
faith and practice, he guided with a strong hand.

As early as 1851 the church ook steps toward erecting a house ol
worship. The site selected was E. Wisconsin Ave. near the center of
the three hundred block on the south side. The undertaking for the
little congregation was indeed an ambitious one, but with assistance

- 1B s



First PrEspyviemiax  CHURcH—1851—1870

of the parental church board, the building was completed and dedi-
cated in January 18gs.

The new church was a beautiful white frame structure, quite ade-
quate for the needs of the day. It had a seating capacity double that
of the “Little Brick Church” of the Congregationalists. It was a day
of great joy and high hopes to the Presbyterians when they were able
to oceupy their new church home.

But scarcely had the chureh gotten off to a propitious start than
dark clouds appeared on the horizon. Ugly rumors were abroad
that certain members were not walking the straight and narrow way.
At that time, any member fallen into sinful error, unrepented and
unconfessed, became a sore that was cancerous and required surgical
attention at once. Drastic action of the church as practiced then seems
stern and severe to ws today, but while we have come a long way in
the one hundred years since their day, we must bear in mind that
they, woo, had come a long way in the hundred years that preceded
them,

There were certain grounds on which discipline might be invoked.
“General rumors,” “common fame” or “accusation” were mandatory

. 19 -



causes for the pastor aned ruling elders to give heed. IF in their
opinion the charges were of sufficiently serious nature to warrant
an investigation, immediate action became necessary, A committee
would then be appointed by the session to wait upon the alleged
offender. If there were confession and repentance the matter migli
be considered closed. If not, the accused would be summoned 1o
show cause why he or she should not be excluded from the churel.

DMrawing by D [%etner

e EVIDENCE was inerimciesfing o .

In 1852 the whole village was tense with excitement. “Common
fame™ had it that one of the sisters was guilty of a serious crime, She
was waited upon by the pastor and later by a committee of the elders,
to all of whom she stoutly declared her innocence. But suspicion
against her was too strong and she was summmoned o appear at a hear-
ing, that her innocence or guilt might be determined.

Time and place for a wial were set. Rev. Robertson presided as
judge. The ruling elders served as jury. The sister was accused of
[alsehood, theft of a hlack silk dress, and of unholy conduct, The
wrial lasted two Full days. Both defense and prosecution counsel were
provided., Witnesses were sworn and testimony taken, both in diree
and cross examination.

The evidence was incriminating as the defendant could nor sacis.
factorily account for the possession of two black silk aprons which
the prosecution charged were made from the stolen dress, The sister

- 20 -



was [ound guiley and expelled, The indings were also vead in church
the following Sunday morning.

Stern as this pruning process seems to us today, it must be said of
those pioneers that an auempt was made to follow the scriptural in-
junction, "If a brother—in this case a sister—be overtaken in a faulg,
restore such a one in the spirit of meckness.” The way was left open
for the sister 1o repent and return to her place in the church. This
she eventually did, thus closing this dark chapter with a happy end-
ing.

In succeeding yvears other members were likewise deale with, Con-
sidderably later an incident occurred that shows how the thinking
of the church was undergoing a change. A brother was excluded,
charged with attending public balls and with dancing. A year later
the session repealed this action and sent the brother an invitation
to return to the services and privileges of the church. The invitation
was signed by |. A. Kimberly and John Shiells.

At the close of the year 1853, Rev. Robertson concluded his pas-
torzl relations with the church. During his pastorate sixteen mem-
bers had been added 1o the church and there was evidence of spiritual
growth,

At the close of Rev, Robertson's labors with the church we leave
the Presbyterians worshipping in the white church on Wisconsin
Avenue, while we race the activities: of the thirteen years the Con-
gregationalists retained their denominational connections,

After the retirement of Rev. Clinton, the founder, the succeeding
Congregational pastors were the Reverends C. A, Adams, . M. Waol-
cott, A. Lathrop, Hiram Marsh, and J. Evarts Pond, The latter two
were Princeton men, These pastorates were short but so were the
salaries. Four to six hundred dollars per year could not be expected
to hold good ministers long.

The pastorate of Rev, Marsh was an eventful one. He was a wise
leader and a much loved pastor. In 1856 he secured Rev. O Parker,
an earnest and able evangelist, to conduct a series of evangelistic
meetings. Revival meetings in our modern economic life are not
regarded with Favor, but the services conducted by Rev. Parker re-
sulted in spiritual blessings and in numerous additions to the mem-
bership of both the Congregational and the Presbyterian churches,
twenty-three to the former and twenty-two to the latter. After the
close of these meetings, the Congregational church had a member-
ship of 75, a congregation of 150 and a Sunday school of 575. Rev.
Marsh after resigning comtinued to make Neenah his home,

The pastorate of Rev. J. E. Pond was also notable. He was a young
man of fine christian character and excellent culture, He was the
son of a distinguished thealogian of Bangor, Maine. He continued to

o



serve this people till they ceased 1o remain a Congregational church,

We now resume the history of the hivst Presbyterian church at
the resignation in 1853 of Rev. Robertson, its first pastor. Near the
close of that year, the pulpit having remained vacant for nine months,
Rev. |. H. Rosseel succeeded Rev. Roberison and became the
church’s second pastor. Rev. Rosseel was a highly respected man of
culture, a good and faithful pastor. Soon alter entering upon his
labors the church sustained a heavy loss in the death of Elder Wm.,
Lindsley who had long served efficiently as elder, Sunday-school
superintendent and leader of the choir, Rev, Rosseel's pastoral rela-
tions continued for a period of nearly seven years.

MNear the close of Rev. Rosseel’s pastorate the storm that in 1837
had cleft the Preshyterian in the east into New School and Old
School camps now spread to the Presbyterian church of Neenah. This
New School—0Old School controversy was little short of tragic, alike
to the denomination as a whole and to the church here. The serious
nature of the controvery deserves explanation.

In New England where cooperation between Congregationalisis
and Presbyterians was especially close a blending of their thinking
maturally followed, and this, o stanch Calvanists, hordered on rank
heresy.

The regular Preshyterian clung to the doctrine of election, that
15, that somewhere in the councils of heaven certain selected ones
were elected or predestined 1o become children of the faith, while
others were not. The liberals believed that election depended entively
upon the will of the individual, that “whosoever will may come.”

The conservatives, who came to be known as “Old School” em-
phasized the majesty and justice of God, while the liberals or “New
School” emphasized the mercy and love of God. In the 1837 General
Assembly, by prearranged planning, the Old School had a clear ma-
jority, and the New School group was summarily ousted. The passage
of a resolution by the New School condemming slavery widened the
breech.

The Cumberland branch had long since severed itself from the
mother church, The New School-Old School split the church an-
other way. Then the civil war brought about another cleavage, ‘Thus
it appeared that the Presbyterian church was threatened with utter
dissolution.

The Neenah Preshyterian church was finally swept into the new
School-Old School controversy. In 1860 twenty-four members of the
little flock asked for and were granted letters of dismissal to unite
with the Congregational church. However it had been agreed be-
tween the Congregationlists and the twenty-four dismissed Presby-
terians to organize an entirely new communion that would adhere

e I



to New School policies and be known as the Second Presbyterian
church of Neenah.

There then existed in Neenah [vom 1860 to 1870 two Presbyterian
churches which in their interests were as divergent from each other
as they were from any other denomination. For four years, while the
New School group continued to eccupy the “Little Brick Church,”
there maintained the anomalous situation of two small struggling
Presbyterian churches, fundamentally identical in creed, located in
the same block with the rear of their chureh lots almost contiguous,

¥ oo 11 il e

S ‘l—'_"'g_-l'l;...'-:l =T

Secoxp PRESMCTERIAN CHURCH—r8fo-r86y. This building was originally erecled
by the GCongregationalisis and wsed by them from 18551860,

dividing their strength while the forces of evil continued in firm ac-
cord. '

The Rev. ]. E. Pond who was serving as the Congregational pastor
at the time of the churches dissolution was asked to become pastor of
the newly constituted Second Presbyterian church, He accepted and
the pastoral relationship continued for a year and a half. He was suc-
ceeded by Rev, James Bassett, during whose pastorate the Second
Presbyterian church in 1864 sold its church property to the Meth-
odists and erected a more commodious church edifice on Church
Street, on the site of the present First Presbyterian church.

« 23 .
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SECOND PRESEYVTERIAN CHURCH=I 861870

The erection of the new church was a bold adventure on the part
of the Mew School flock. The building cost $5000, a very large sum
in that day, but with some ouside help, was dedicated free of debt.

Rev. |. H. Walker was the concluding pastor of the New School
church. His services terminated when the two churches united in
1870,

The Old School church, with its membership decimated, carried
on under the succeeding pastorates of Rev. H. B, Thayer, Rev. AL Al
Dinsmore and of Rev. James C. Kelly. Rev. Kelly, a self effacing
man, ardently gave himself to bringing abour the union of the two
churches. His labors were rewarded, for at the conclusion of ten years
of separate existence, the union was effected. At the time of union the
Second church (New School) had a membership of 160 and the First

i



church (Old School) had a membership of 75. Thus the united church
was launched with a membership of 255,

Soon after the union, the newly constitnted First Preshyierian
church of Neenah called Dr. |. E. Chapin o be its pastor, and thus
began one of the most remarkable pastorates any church ever had.
So many things were done or instituted during his g3 vears of loving
service that, were they all set down, books would be required to con-
tain them,

During the frst vear Dr. Chapin's carnest prayers and constant
hope were for a great spiritual revival and the transformation of
many lives. His high purpose was not then realized but the follow-
ing year occurred the great Pestigo fire with its serious loss of life
ane torturing burns for many who survived. Some of the members
witnessed the harrying scenes and made reports to the church, A
notable relicf program was undertaken which, added to the pastor’s
passion for souls, seemed 1o pave the way for the great ingathering
that resulted the following winter. Eighty-eight members were re-
ceived upon confession of Faith and eight were received by letter. The
church was then ready 1o undertake a great program.

When the rift in the denomination was healed, national head-
quarters asked as a thank offering that the churches raise the sum
of five million dollars to be used for the advancement of the king-

Fiest PrEspvTERIAN CourcH, after Consolidatien of the 00" and “New School™®
churches im 1870, The burlding was endarged in r87r-72; the chapel was added
in rivy.



dom. The amount actually raised was seven millions. Each church
was asked to meet its quota and to use the money raised in whatever
way was deemed best,

The Neenah church met its quota and decided to invest its offer-
ings in remodeling and enlarging its house of worship. The rear of
the building was severed and moved back o admic the addition of
wings, creating a more artiste edifice and doubling the scating
|.'_.1|:|.;1:"Ll1.'. A (_']L:!I'H_‘] building was also added, |1-rm'irl1'|1!;( asuitable 51I;u1:
for prayer service and recreational purposes. A moderate deficit was
met by a few liberal members so that ar dedication the remodeled
building was [ree of delb.

Cinly  the high lights of
Dr. Chapin's long-to-be-re-
membered pastorate can be
touched upon here and those
but lightly. Perhaps the
most  outstanding accom-
plishment of Dr. Chapin,
judged by scope of vision
and later Mulhllments, was
the organization of the Boys’
Brigade. This work with an
ever expanding program was
carried on by 5. F. Shattuck
and other efhicient leaders
the church who have guided
it to the highly .t.uwu»‘a‘-l'nl or-
ganization it is woday. Very
few cities anywhere have for
their youth a heritage com-
parable to that of the Boys
Brigade of Neenah.

Another important ac-
complishment of the time

was the abandonment of
J[:;-';ul‘lr ITIII.HEIIH\; .F.rli- -um:. |l.,Ii.,-r.-r'."r'm'nl-lu!’i\a:l’:fl‘ and 'I'!.‘"Iii"}; pews as a means of
i Alacker. rder L. Gl WTRICE Tt : i g

the Neenah Hoys Brigode f‘ﬂ \ﬁrﬂ! I 1"1!]!1[1_ SUppOrt. {\.E""“‘ i-'LI't
1508 and raprdly developed info a comremi- educational prograne  was
nityaride fornject, necessary o |;||:‘I‘:i.Li.'tI::|:.‘ the
membership 1oty the ex-

per iment of mecting church expenses by regular proport ionate giving
and Freewill offerings. The new method proved successful and satis-
Frctory.

Dr. Chapin gave much attention to encouraging promising young
people of the church to prepare themselves for full time Christian

. 25



Our FIFmemit ANsivErsary wes the occaron. The paper chaing made by fle
cfitldren coused some conlroversy, fut were foally allowsd o hang,

service. Dr. Avthur Brown was one of a number who, with some help
of the church, gave the eause of the kingdom and of the denomina-
tion invaluable service. He became a most able secretary of the Pres-
byterian Board of Foreipn Missions.

Dr. Chapin was instrumental in establishing a Women's Mission-
ary Society in the church for the smdy of missions and [or the pro-
motion ol missionary activities both home and foreign

I'n 1871 a Young Peoples Meeting was organized for prayer, praise,
and study of the Scriptures, This organization later became a Young
People’s Saciety of Christian Endeavor, and was sustained for many
years, The training the young people received here provided many
competent leaders and teachers so sorely needed by the expanding
church and Sunday school.

During the later vears af D, Chapin’s pastorate the need for a
new church building became apparent. The ever growing Sunday
school deserved a more eficient working plant. The challenge was
met. Plans were drawn and the membership canvassed. The building
program called for an expenditure of some 543,000, The old chuarch
was razed and the chapel was sold and moved away.

The new church was dedicated on June 2, 1901 free of debe. All
three services held thar day were largely attended. The building was
considered one of the finest Presbyrerian church properties in the
miicl-west.



For Dr. Chapin the weight of years and the burdens of a long
pastorate were taking their wll, so the end of his pastorate was near
at hand. His greatest compensation was the love of his [riends and
the knowledge that he had served his Master well. Dr, Chapin was
always one with his people; one with them in their work and in
their play, in their successes and in their defeats, in their joys and in
their sarrows. truly a beloved leader.

After a pastorate of 35 years at a worship service in 1gog Dr.
Chapin announced his resignation, The andience was stunned, Many
of the members had never known another pastor,

First PrEspy TERIAN CHURCH—T000 [0 frresemd,

As wept the Ephesian elders, bidding [arewell o the departing
apostle Paul when he told them that they would see his Face no more,
so wept the congregation at the close of the service as they gathered
about the pastor o express their deep regrets. Dr. Chapin was made
pastor emeritus for the remaining eight years that he lived,

It fell to the lot of Rev. |. 1. Marquis in 1gog to succeed Dr.
Chapin, a very difficult undertaking under the circumstances. But
he soon won the hearts of his people through the great courtesy and
many kindnesses he extended to Dr. Chapin. He was not unlike a son
to an esteemed father.

The thirteen-year pastorage of Rev, Marquis was marked by a
steady growth of church activities, particularly that of the Sunday
School. The work of missions had uppermost place in his heart and
he presented the cause with great ferver and power. He himself
preached often in outlying neighborhoods. During this pastorate
additional rooms were erected for Sunday school purposes,

'}U'




Sometimes, even in church, amusing things h:lr.n'n:n. For some years
while Rev. Marquis was pastor, it was the custom at the yearly busi-
ness meeting to call the roll, all members
present responding with a verse of scrip-
ture, At one of the mectings when the name
of a certain official was called, he rose and ar-
tempted to quote Ps. 84:10. He conhdently
began, "1 would rather would be a house-
keeper—No! No INol—I would rather be a
house—No! Nol—I-I give up,” and then
subsided. The story was told about town for
quite some time but the following year at
roll call he demonstrated that he could re-
cite the verse correctly.

Alter leaving Neenah Rev. Marquis
gained the distinction of being one pastor DR ]. Locaw Marguis
of this congregation to have the good judg: Pastor 1p03-1016
ment and the good fortune o woo the heart
and win the hand of one of the estimable ladies of this church. After
his marriage he made his home in California.

In September of 1916 Dr. D. €. Jones began his labors herve. He was
notable for his scholarship, his knowledge of the Scriptures, and his
ability as an expositor. He was reputed to have had the largest private
library of all the Preshyterian munistérs i the state. His copious
marginal notations testify to his tireless search for truth.

At the beginning of Dr. Jones' pastorate, clouds of World War 1
hung heavy over the church as well as over the entire nation. The
propaganda to create the will to hght, the tumult of mustering men,
the fate that threatened loved ones, and the uncertainty of what the
end of the conflice would bring, all had lasting effects on the life of
the church, truly a time that tried men's souls. However the church
as always, remained a refuge in the time of storm.

Dr. Jones' pastorate was a period of consolidating the gains and
preparation for an advance movement. Each year there were received
into the membership of the church a goodly number of young people
from the church schoal.

Out of deference to the impaired health of Dr. Jones, and due to
a change in church trends, Sunday evening services and midweek
prayer meetings were discontinued.

Miss Florence Haupert of deeply religious Moravian parentage be-
came associated with the work as director of music and leader of
young people’s activities.

As. Dr, Jones neared the end of his ministry here, he evidenced
much concern, even grief, because of the extremely liberal thinking
of many professing Christians and not a few ministers of the Word.

i Lo



He rvegarded as un-christian and unholy, any denial that men are
sinners saved by grace. This fundamental tuth was never lost sight
of in his gospel message. Dr, Jones truly
was a man of God, and one of the great
preachers of his time.

Dr. Silas Evans supplied the pulpit in the
interim between D, Jones' pastorate and
the succeeding one.

Rev. Walter Courtenay was unanimously
called to become the next pastor, He came
tocd great church. It was a generous church,
generous in contributions both large and
small. It was a faithful church, with living
springs welling up from great reservoirs of
spiritual power. All thar was needed was

Dr. Daxies. C, Jones an able and challenging leader. Rev, Courte-

Pastar, perf-roys nay concededly was the right man at the
right time. In the flower of young man-
hood, just graduated from Princeton, and just married, with win-
ning personality and presence, he was at once accepted by all age
groups of the Congregation. Dramatic, forceful, he drew large audi-
ences. Quiet and reverence enhanced the worship services. The ex-
cellence of church music, both organ and choral, added to the spirit
of worship. A period of expansion was at hand.

One of the first, and perhaps the most noteworthy accomplishment
of Rev, Courtenay's pastorate, was the organization of the Women s
Society. The suggestion was the pastor's but the formation and de-
velopment of the plan was the work of the women themselves,

The Women's Society met a great need. It met almost unsarmount-
able dificulties. "The women of the various smaller organizatons were
loath to be separated from their long-time [riends. Persistence and
diplomacy won out, and a powerful arm of the Church came into
being.

The Women's Society is designed to include every woman of the
Church. The Society, though a unit, is divided into thirteen cireles,
which meet monthly except in the summer. General supper and pro.
grami meetings are held bi-monthly. The same study topic is pre-
sented at all circle meetings. Every two years all cireles are broken
up angd re-formed. Effective work is done when this organization takes
a haned.

The Men's Club, organized about the same time, was secomd only
te the Women's Society in numbers and activities. Its program,
though less comprehensive, afforded hne fellowship. a chance to dine
together, and o hear speakers of note,
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Miss Rhoda Ablahat, a fine Persian voung lady of high Christian
culture, a graduate of the School of Christian Education in Chicago,
became assistant to the pastor and director of young people’s work.
Her charm and zeal made Christian work attractive to those with
whom she worked. A handsome young man of her own nationalicy
claimed her as his bride, and the Church began looking for some one
to take her place.

Mrs. Margaret Chatterson had become known to Neenah Preshy-
terians through missionary talks they had heard her give. She and

A Suxpay MoRNING fu fhe fweniies

her husband were on furlough in this country [rom the mission ficld
they served in Camaroun, Africa. Fortunately, the Church secured
her as assistant to the pastor during the remainder of her leave of
absence.

Her dynamic personality, her fervor, her consecration and high
Christian concept soon became an impelling force throughour the
entire Congregation. Both she and the pastor were an inspiration to
young people.

Another matter of good formune o the Charch was the gift of a
new and excellent pipe organ through the generosity of Mrs, Harry
Babcock. Along with the installation of the organ came other im-
provements. The interior of the church was redecorated. The chancel
was remodeled, its ceiling adomed with suitable hand-painted de-
signs., Twa side pulpits replaced the former center one. At Christmas
time with a stately decormied cvergreen tree at either side of the ros-
trum, a more beautiful church setting can hardly be conceived.

However, the seating capacity of the church ar times was taxed,
and expensive repairs were becoming necessary. The dream of a new
church came to the pastor and to others. The excellence of Dr.

5% .
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IsTERMOR af our presend church frier e 1934

Courtenay’s sermons led 1o putting the Sunday morning services on
the air. The shut-ins were thus able o worship with the Congrega-
tion and the benefis of the Church to reach a large circle of hearers
not present,

Dr. Courtenay's resignation carly in 1944 to become pastor of
the First Preshyterian Church of Nashville, Tennessee, was greatly
regretied, both by the Congregation and by the community.

Rev. George Peters began hus pastorate here in May ol 1. Com-
ing [rom an assistantship of one of the largest Preshyterian Churches
in the East, he soon allaved fears thar he might not measure up to
his predecessors. It was immediately apparent that he was a pul];-il:
orator of the first magnitude, In other pastoral duties he was equally
2 SUCCEss.

A notable accomplishment throughout the war period was the work
of the Board of Deacons. In so far as it was possible, the deacons kept
in touch with the nearly two hundred service men and women [rom
this church by letters. magazines, church bulletins and news.

The dream of a new church had. during Rev. Peter’s pastorate.
begun o assume reality. A canvass of the members resulied in pledges
and cash on hand amounting to $350.000.00; Szo.000 of which was

+ 35+
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INTERIOR OF SANCTUARY showrfng changes to chancel made in roazq. Overkead
chandelier was removed fn rogo,

apportioned to the Restoration Fund. Excessive costs, however, have
prevented any immediate building program.

After three years in which the activities of the Church were well
maintained., Rev. Peters resigned 1o become pastor of the German-
town Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia. In explanation Rev.
Peters stated, “The two great neglected fields in this country are the
rural areas and the big cities. The comlortable thing for me 1o do is
to remain here, bur 1 feel called of God to go to the city. 1 can do
work there now that 1 could not do twenty vears hence.” There was
nothing for the Congregation to do but sadly concur.

Rev. John E. Bouguet came 1o this Church bringing his wife and
two sons in November 1947, With a background of a decade of pas-
toral experience and wwo years as chaplain in the U, 8. Army over-
seas, he is carrving on and enlarging the Church’s activities with
vigor ancd ability.

He is ably assisied by Miss Peppy Prav, who has come as dirvector of
Christian Education. Under their leadership, the Church is project-
ing new plans and programs to realize our aim of teaching the knowl.
edge and love of Christ through the Scriptures to all our people, so
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AT CHEISTAMAS  LIME

that as a united church we may press forward o the achievements of
our second century.

Activities of the present are current events and do not have a
place as history. In this historical sketch, many records of what indi-
viduals have done have been intentionally omitted. The acoount is
that of the Church as a whole. Whatever of glory there may be belongs
to Christ, the great Head of the Church,

“The Lord our God be with us, as he
wars wilh our fathers: let Him not leave
s, nor forsake s

3R =



Pastoral Chronology

Since prior 1o 1#6o our Church history dovetailed so closely with that of
the Congregationalists, it is fitting o list the very early Congregational
leaders along with our own in any review of this Kind,

Fiist CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 0F NEENAT
184571860 {15 years)
D B e e b e e B e B B inom
LR N e IR B I s e Ay b T

18h8-1854 Lol MH e e n g e s e e o s < FREW. [ Waolcoll
a8Ge-18el L s e d ey Hiram Marsh
18581860 0.0, o T s S R A e N <t P md

“tMd Schoot”

FirsT PREASRYTERIAN CHURCH OF WinsERsGo RAPIDs
1848-186q {21 years)

TR o M B e A, W B 0 L e Rev. H. M. Robertson
L e s A RSty T T (R - gy 7
1 B T e R R e e s Rev. H. B. Thayer
ARG R R0 o e e A L e AL A Pusmore

RBGT-180G s e e st e R J G Relly

“New School”

SECoND PRESBYVITERIAN CHURCH
186o-1 86y (g vears)

TG TR TN e L L T Rev. |, Evarts Pond
TR s e e DS - ey S Rev. H. (. McArthur
L o e A i P e Rev. James Bassctt
R e e L S Rev, ]. H. Walker

First PrRESEYVTERIAN CHURCH OF MNEENAH
18701048 (78 years)
T e S T e R DI . Rev. John E. Chapin, D.D.
e T e S e e e Rev, |. Logan Marguis, ..
19IC-193% .. ... cia s couas v oo Rew, Daniel C, Jones, DD,
IPRAOLL «cicvvinniasnnntacaann. . Rev. Walter R. Courtenay, D.D,

e e Rev, George T, Peters
B e cewana narem e s e es o eV, John E, Bouquet
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Our Present Role
“1"

Filtvy Year Members
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Daia M. Penny, 1883

5 F. Smatmuek, 18gy

Mis, Crams WollERsiAK
Al Apepame Youso, o Beh
Voo Somiey, 188G

Many M, Bagmn, oSy

. Evvir Beows, §REy

Mt Grana Hismwsnes, (8o
Mux. Apme KEves, (KRS
A Loes Y. Privox, 18a8

Al Maxy STeisdE, 873

Wims Froa May Law, 1Bag
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dimn, Mo, Abice M, Law, Mri, Jeannelte Jami
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Centennial Hymn
oy

Crod of years, Thy love hath led us,
Thon hast been our bulwark strong,
Wall of fire against the wicked,
Sword of power against the wrong.
Thoun hast blest of old Thy servanis
As they bore Thy message far;

We who follow in their footsteps

Evermore their debsors are,

Lead us forth, a Church united,
Strong, courageous, in Thy might,
Lo, the fields are white with harvest,
Sheaves to garner ere the night.
One our purpose, One our Leader,
Thus Thy Church shall never fail:
Lead us on, O King Eternal,

S0 shall love, world-wide, prevail.

. G. ELprIinGE
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And Now for the Children

“Train up a child in the way
he should go, and when he is

old, he will not depart from it.”

s
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Development of Our
Sunday School

Ay WiLeur Sranks
and Mrs, Hucn Rowperrs

T HE kECoRDS of the carly days of both the Presbyterian and the Con-
gregational Sunday Schools are meager. However, there is record
that Milton Marsh, son of Rev. Hiram Marsh, served as superin.
tendent ol the Congregational Sunday School from 1855 to 1860
It iz also stated that he was a good
singer as well as a good aflicial.

In the early days of the Pres
byterian Church, Willizam Linds-
ley and David Blakely were men-
tioned as superintendents of the
Presbyterian Sunday School. For
want of the customary reed ovgan,
Wm, Merriman accompanied the
singing with his “fddle” as the
violin was known in those days.

In 1857 John Proctor settled in
Meenah and  was immediately
made the superintendent of the e e
Presbyterian f"rl.:l'l-tl:q_r Schoaol. A WL AT AR AR urr-r.-rJr,l'mﬁl':.'-:r".'J'rr
courtecous and dignified man, a simgeng with hic filddle”
rooil execunve, and a scholar, he
soon proved himsell a real leader in both the work of the church and
of the Sunday School. He carried his Greek Testament with him 1o
services and made his own translations.

John Proctor was one of the Presbyterians who transferred their
memberships to the New-School church, where he served as Sunday
School superintendent during the ten years the churches were sepa-
rate, while |. A. Kimberly served in a like capacity at the Old School
church.

In 1870, when the two churches were united, by agreement of the
two superintendents, |, A, Kimberly was given charge of the Sunday
School and served for four years. John Proctor was then chosen to
succeed Mr. Kimberly and served until 1880, having completed
20 years as general superintendent. Hiram Smith, his assistant, was

< 45 .



advanced 10 the 5|1|:H:1:il'|l:.'r'ul.rl'u'g. and
servied two years. He was succeeded Iw . L. 5
Clement who served unul 188«

1885 was an eventful vear, lor i was then
that an administranon began thar was o
the Sunday School what the pastorate of Dy
Chapin was to the church. The administra.
tion was thar of D, W, Bergsirom. Fo
twenty-cight years Mr. Bergsirom gave the
Sunday School all he had, and e hogd moch _
o give, He was ably assisted by Mis, Berg- 3
strom who shared with him in all his lalors,

| EEITES Priscron, Sundiry
Il Sunday Schonol is largely indelsed 1o Schono! Superintendeni for

Mr. Bergsirom for the arrangements of it fwenty yean and oo
rowans, as he was an efhcent member of the fe%! '-_f'“ff"" in the “New
building committee when the present Hiool™  mopesmcnl
church building was erected and also when

it was later enlarged. Mr. Bergstrom concluded his services in 1gas.

Ihe succeeding superintendents with their dates are as [ollows:
Rev. |. L. Marquis, 1g18-1g:6; Dr. F. G, Taylor, igib6-1922; 8. F.
Shateuck, 1gzz-1954; Nathan Bergstrom, 1gg8-1055; Chas. Abel, 1545
1 n: and Nathan Waunda, 1946 1o the present time.

For the many years the Sunday School had only two depiarimenis,
known as the main school and the infant class. These met together
for the opening exercises, and then the infant class adjourned w he
chapel for the lesson period. In July, 189y,
the infant class was organized as a prinry
department with its own enrollment, tea h-
ing force, and opening exercises. Miss Anna
Proctor was elected primary super intendent
at that vime and with grem efficiency con-
tinued 1o serve in that capacity for a period
of forty-eight years. She had hoped 1o round
ot the hall century but hmigations of age
prevented it

For a shore time, Mrs, Walter Courtenay
succeeded Miss Proctor in this deparument.
Mrs. Catherine Gilbert Brehm ook over
the superintendency [or a time and was suc-
M v W, Bimcemos, Se. ceeded by Ms. Anton Suchy, the present
under whoie upervioon  superintendent
oir Suwndey Shood mem-
I'u'!l.'nlfl grew o oa .fl.'j:.?r o
aver @ Phowignd boys and

In 1g9oq Miss Procior organized a Cradle
Rall, a \IL!iIrh‘lHl'llE to her primary f|r|r.'lrl-

girls, ment. When in 1gog the new Sunday School

o A -



rooms were added. the Cradle Roll became a separate department with
Miss lda Kellogg as superintendent. Succeeding superintendents were
Miss Addie Keyes, AMiss Clara Sherman, Miss Elizabeth Babeock, Mrs,
Frank Optis, Mrs. Eileen Sorenson Lemberg, [r., and at present, Mis.
Arnold Peterson.

At the same time a Beginners’ Department was formed from the
younger children in the Primary Department with Mrs, W, H.
hrueger in charge. Succeeding leaders were, in order, Mrs. Mary
Brann, Mrs. |. E. LeTourneau, Mrs. A, C. Gilbert, Mrs. Nathan

A KivpercarTeEN Cirass ox Suwpay  Morsimo
I'I.‘Jh‘]l”:l'q frr e l|'ur|r:rr

Bergsirom, Miss Ruth Nielsen, Miss Dorothy Fenton, Mrs. Clara
Sherman, Mrs. Ambrose Owen and at the present time, Miss Eleanor
Meubauer.

The Junior Department was organized on Children’s Day, 102,
with Mrs. |. R. Bloom as superintendent. Sueceeding her were I
F. G. Taylor, W. W, Qshorn, Mrs. Agnes Sorensen, Mrs. Frank Proc-
tor, Mrs. Hugh Davies, and at the present time, Miss Sadic Tipler

On Children’s Day, 1g0g, the Intermediate Department was organ-
ired, Mr. H. M. Brown was its first superintendent. Those succeeding,
in order, were 5. F. Shattuck, E. C. Draheim, George Elwers, George
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Tue Youry Houvse, dediected to youlh acticities, &5 also residence of our
Divector of Chrislian Edwcation,

Sande, Wilbur Sparks, Carroll McEathron, Miss Florence Warner,
Nathan Wauda, Mrs. A. Gross, Mrs. F. F. Martin, and Mr, Lee
Dryden. This deparument is now known as the Junior High. It 1s
meeting at the Boy's Brigade building, and under the leadership ot
Mr. Harley Borgen and a large group of teachers the parents and
young people are pursuing a Character Education project.

In 192z George Elwers became superintendent of the senior de-
partment and served until the young people assumed the manage-
ment of the group as a society of their own. Instead of a superin-
tendent, a senior advisor was substituted. Serving in this capacity
were in turn, Fred Van Liew, Emory Rickard, Robert Wood and
Mrs. Hugh Roberts, Later this department was organized mto a Wst-
minster Youth Fellowship with 5. F. Shattuck as advisor, This Fel-
lowship is now expanding in membership and activities with both a
motning and evening program.

The home department was organized in 1gog with Miss Minnie
Gitting as superintendent. She served most elliciently [or nearly four-
teen years, building up a deparoment of more than o0 members.
Succeeding her in this work were Fred Abdenscheim, Oscar Lindsey,
Miss Mary Larson, and since 1934, Mrs. Kai Schubart, the present
superintendent.
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In addition to the departments of the school there have been classes
for men, women and young ladies of the church,

The high water mark in Sunday School enrollment was reached
m 111 while . W, Bergstrom was superintendent. At that time
the G600 mark was exceeded, not including the home department and
cradle roll numbering about goo. Since 1915 the school decreased
considerably due o improved [acilities of other church schools to
care for their own children who had been taking advantage of the
excellent opportunities afforded in our school. This situation was not
at all disturbing [or it [acilitated
taking better care of the children
of our own school. However, in
the late thirties, when at the time
of the greatest expansion of
church membership, the Sunday
School continued o decline, the
situation became one of concern,

A dechine in enrollment and in
interest of children in Sunday
School was not peculiar o the
Neenalh  Presbyterian  Church
alone. The use and abuse of
5 movies, children’s radio pro-
Miss PEGGY PRAY, our mew Director of ~ SAMS, anl _ﬁ_rmi-:s made teaching

Christion Edueation far more difficalt than formerly.,

The average child who invested

a dime in Sunday School felt that he gor a better return on his ten

cent myestment at the movies. This is not an indictment. It is a con-

dition to be met. The Church is rising to this challenge of a finer and

more effective Christian education program with new methods, new
equipment, and new leadership.

We are sirengthening and enlarging the whole program to bring
the knowledge and love of God to all our people. A trained worker,
Miss Peggy Pray, has been chosen to head a forward looking move-
ment that has every promise of success, A truly marvelous plan of
study is offered in the New Curriculum for Presbhyterian Church
Schools, a Program For Church and Home. If parents and other
members of the church give their backing and cooperation to this
new effort in Christian education our history of the uture will put
this review in total eclipse. S0 may it be.
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AMevieErs of the Heverend Mr ddam's congregalion in Korea

Our Church Goes Forth

“Go ye therefore and leach all
nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost.”
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Rev. Eowarn Apasis reading ome of Hhe

firsé messages from Koved, afier (e war
a ra foof ganch leiter from M, Sul,
::l,r|r_| Erew “_rl L) rlll 'I.I Fs r.'llll.'lrl ir T FEgA,
Buriden of the letter="We need the
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Review of Our Missionary Work
By WILBUR SPARKS

In collaboration with Mrs, LEONARD CHATTERSON
and Miss HELEx Bascock

gxjasin Harrison once said that no greater success has ever been
B atained than that of foreign missions. The truth of that statement
seems to have stood the test of time, And there is reazon for it Mis-
sionary effort is in accord with the
great commission of our Lord, and
is accompanicd by an equally great
promise.

There is a secondary reason for
the success of missions, Missionaries
are of necessity, superior people,
superior in Christian faith and de-
votion, superior in preparation,
initiative, tact, courage, and passion
for sonls,

The task of a missionary is not an
easy one. Where there is no Bible,
there usually are unsanitary condi-  Two panuy pavciniems of our Nee
tions, vermin, and disease. These  nak church who went onl as feach-
conditions are in addition o lan- e fo the foreign mission field:
guage difficultics, and the preference  Mes Famny Cundall, left, staried

i i e s har work o Syria abonl 188s; while
s R SR AT DS LD 0 Aiss Fenny Wheeler, right, fommded

wa..}l.nfh.l:{'- + = a school fn Mexice under Presty-
I'he Neenah Presbyterian Church  terian sponsorship.

has good reason to be missionary-

ary-minded. Had it not been for the generosity of godly men and
women, whose contributions established and nurtured this church at
its beginnings, it most likely would not have come imo being.

It is a noteworthy fact that through the history of this Church, its
pastors cffectively promoted the cause of missions, and from this
congregation have gone out ambassadors of Christ 1o various paris of
the earth,

Notable among those who went from this church into missionary
work was Dr, Arthur Brown, whe, after having become pastor of one
of the largest Presbyterian churches on the Pacilic coast, was advanced
to a secretaryship in the office of the Board of Foreign Missions, a
post he held for many years with honor and efficiency.
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D anee Mes, James B Asass—igiz

Miss Fanny Cundall, who cime o Neenah to teach in our public
schools, was sent to a mission feld in Syria. Unable o stand the
climate, she found it necessary to give up her work and return.

Miss Verna Phillips, also a public school teacher here, engaged in
missionary work in Venerucla, Sonth America.

Miss Jennie Wheeler L'\pt.‘lﬂll'ﬂ most all of her working life as head
of two mission schools in Mexico, Her thirty-three years of devotion
resulted in a notable work, recognized both by the Board of Foreign
Missions of the United States, and by the authorities in Mexico,

Perhaps the most notable and the most interesting of mission fields
with which this church has had contace is the one located ar Teigu,
Korea. '['hi:-. particular interest was brought about through the late
Mrs, |. E. Adams, who was formerly hiss Caroline Baboock,

Being :lm.-J:]\' interested in missions, Mrs. Adams, then Miss Bab-
cock, went to Teigu, to visit a lady friend connected with the mission
there, and 1o investigate the work of the station, to determine
whether or not she should also independently join in s bors, Alve
a several month’s stay, she returned home,

Fev. James E,. Adams, a widower with four children, all of whom
became associated with the mission ar Teigu, later came o Neenah
and took Miss Babeock with lam back o korea as Mrs. Adams.

For several years Rev. and Mrs. Adams carried on their work at
Teigu until the Rilure of Rev. Adams’ health, necessitated their re-
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turn to America, Rev. Adams' son, Edward, comtinued serving the
mission and was chosen as missionary pastor of our Neenah Preshy-
terian Church in 1930.

The labors of Rev, Edward Adams were seriously hampered during
the critical years of war between Japan and China. When the United
States declared war, following Pearl Harbor, he was arrested, held in
jail for three weeks without heat or bedding, but later was allowed to
live in his own home, but as a prisoner. With other missionaries from
Asia, he returned to the United States on one of the historic wrips of
the Gripsholm.

In Seprember of 1946 the Foreign Board of Missions commissioned
Rev. Adams to return to Korea and entrusted to him the important
task of making a survey of the entire missionary situation following
the damages brought about by the war, He is now located in Seoul,
the capital.

A letter from John €. Smith of the Board of Foreign Missions in
reply to an inquiry has this o say, "It is a pleasure to state that Rev.
Edward Adams is now holding the most responsible position in our
Korea Mision. He is not only Executive Secretary for the mission,
bt is the administrator of Restoration Funds; something more than
a million dollars will go through his oflice in the re-establishment of
schools, missionary homes, and churches disrupted by the war. You
may be well assured that he is an able and efficient executive.”

Rev, Adams’ responsibilities go far bevond those of his executive
duties. He is in the strategic position as watchman for all Christian
civilization. Close at his hand lics no-man’s land between world free.
dom and Soviet atheism. Should Christianity [ail here, the light of
liberty may long cease to shine for Korea, and the danger to the peace

Ix Mrsony oF THe Krv. Jasos E. Apasis, ILIE A Tew vear after lids
deaih, ehie members of the Fips Prcibiviewian Chiarch in Teigin wanbed
o hiomor the ane whoe had |||:|||rl_-|'n:| in thcir midit and was the Bisl
misslemary to come s live in Teigne This bexsifnl tabiet was the
reasill, I was dedicatod June 18, 1035

Iruring the war years, the Koreans fomnd it o thelr advancege, in 1y
ing unier the [spanse pole 1o ol beadl give an Sppearaioe of being oo
Amcrican. “Thes stose was 5 oo evlilen) reidimiler of Aserican inllicioe,
amil soiee of e e Elllﬂimi:m chigiech lesiless whe wintcl (o curry
favor with the Japancse, [avered pulling it down and breaking it up.
An ald minitier, the Rev, Mune-jew Lee, wha had leen pastor of the
south Gage Proshyterian Church in Teiga for 25 yoars, Modeaor of
Gengral Aswembily and gocad (riend of Dr. Adams, happensd 10 be present
of dnee Axich oocasion. Folly cognlmne of whar jr meghy eniil, Tee sgeppel
i the stome, thirew Ll aros around i, sl ssld witl greal Focling:
"Whoever breaks hils stone will have to aeak me g™ 16 was noghoe-
able that shorely afier this, on ose dark might, the table dipprared.
Aller the war, the faithful enc deg i ap and restored i, w0 that ose
wailil srver know thie diflerende now.
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The shaded areas show the countries where Mational
or Fereign Missionary work is su d the
Preshyterian Church. PR by

Since |848 our Meensh chureh has contributed
mare than a quarter of a million doflars to benevelent
COUSES.

Our direct responaibility has been for our ewn
missionarics in Korea and in West Afrca, but many
other projects bave received generowi gifts, either
directly or through our support of the Mission Boards
of the Church

Cur goal is to devote a third of zach apmual
budget toward mizsionary wark,
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Me. axp Mrs. Epwarp Anays wirsl soxs Joux axsp Dick

af the world became still more serious. The success of Korean mis-
sions is of concern to lovers of liberty everywhere.

West Arrica Mission

On the opposite side of the world our church has a part in the work
of the West Alrvica Mission where the Chattersons represent us, This
was the hirst missionary work ever started by our Board of Foreign
Missions. 1t was in the year 1850 that the hrst station was established.
Today, nearly 100 years later, there are 17 stations and 101 mission-
aries on the roll, Added to that number are thousands of mission
trained pastors, evangelists, teachers, medical assistants and nurses,
carpenters, mechanics, printers and laborers. In every department of
the government and the commercial firms one inds mission trained
Christian men. They were in the French army that fought in north
Africa and Europe. Only last year two African pastors studied at
Princeton Theological Seminary where they were a credit to the
church. While a small minority
have had contace with the outside
world, the great majority have
had no such contact and live stll
in the deep dark jungle ol siper-
stition and Lear that is everywhere
in Cameroun. Added o this set-
ting, we feel in Cameronn todday
the forces of world social and
economic revolution.  Atheistic
forces are  marshaled  agamst
Christianity as never before. As a
result, the Preshyterian Mission Missiox Hose of the Addams
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in West Africa today faces its
greatest task m oo years—the
task of bringing the Christ we
know to those in confusion, the
Christ of love, knowledge and
understanding, the Christ who
died that they as well as we
might have eternal life, and in
this world a life of happy use-
fulness. Me. axo Mes. Leoxann CHATTERSON

To this end is carried on a
fourfold program in Cameroun. There are the hospitals and leper
camps caring [or thousands of patients, There is the Industrial School
reaching trades and fitcting men 1o meer modern life, There are the
village and town schools where children are taught not only to read
and write but o know the greatest Teacher of all times. There is a
Seminary for training ministers, 3 Normal School for teachers, schools
for training nurses and medical assistants. Just started is the Cam-
eroun Christian College, a college which will be fully accredited and
the only one of 1ts kind for thousands of miles. There is the Halsey
Memorial Press which supplies all the depariments of Mission work
with text books and other Christian literature, printing these ma-
terials in several African dialects as well as French, Two thousand
dollars was given by our church toward a new building to house this
department of the mission work, which is meeting ever greater
demands,

From the report of the Board of Foreign Missions to the General

Assembly in 1048, we read:
“Ours is a time [raught with peril to the whole human race and
yvet & time when the followers of Jesus Christ may conceivably win
the whole world to Him. A survey of the overseas work of the Pres.
byterian Church in the U.S.A. during the past year makes two Facts
clear beyond all doubi—that
there is today an unparalleled op-
portunity for Christian evangel-
s, and that we must reap quick-
ly or perhaps miss the harvest
foresver.””

Ceertainly in West Africa this is
true. It is a time of peril and op-
|1-erll:l:1llll".. and our First Presby-
terian Church of Meenah is pLu-
ing an important part in prepar-
ing the ground that this harvest
Mlissios Hoae n-_f the Chailersomns r'I'III:I_.:|It e I'E:lEH:I:i for Christ.
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THis Fasors PaNTING OF “THE Lonn's Last Surree™ 5 by Anabale Carracer and
dates to the earty 17th century. It has been given to the First Presbyterian Glurch
by a group of friends asa memorial to Dr, and My, Chapun. It s planned that
i il have a plece of henor in our new church,
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VERH_}', verily, I say unto you,
he that believeth in me, the works
thai I do shall ke do alse; and
greater works than these shall he do;
because 1 go unto my Father. And
what so ever ye shall ask in my name,
that will I do, that the Father may
be glovified in the Son. If ye love

me, keefr my commandments.”
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The First Presbyterian Church

October 1, 1948
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Tmm—: whe founded this Church, and those who
have succeeded them in its membership have
wrought faithfully, They have served God and man
with earnestness, Their lives have been marked by
vision and sincerity. In this same spirit we must con-
tinue to work wogether in Facing the present and the
future. We must not rest content with past achieve-
ments or even present attainments. For if we cease to
dream our dreams, or fail to strive together o imple-
ment them with deeds, our church will Falter in her
forward pace.

God helping us, we shall not falter.

Therctore, we whom you have chosen to exercise
authority and leadership call upon each member of
our congregation to undergird the life of the church
with prayer and sacrifice. In the [aithful observance
of the services of public worship, in our gifts of time
and talent and possessions, let ns share in making
Christ known, loved and obeyved among men. In so
doing we shall be worthy of the past, an inspiration
to those now serving and a challenge to high adven-
ture for the oncoming generations,

“. . . forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unte those things which are before . . .
prress toward the mark for the prize of the kigh calling
of Gad in Ghrist Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as
be mature, be thus minded.”

T HE SESsioN
The Boarp oF TrUSTEES
THE Boarp oF Descons
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We Plan for the Future

By 5. F. Suarrves, Chairman of Building Commitlee

THI.‘. hope persists that the beautiful structure pic-
tured at the right shall become a reality.

Eight years, a world war, and a major inflation have
intervened since 1940 when the decision was reached
to build a new church edifice.

The original plan, designed by Magney, Tussler and
Seuter, has been reworked many times as building
costs spiralled upward following the war.

In the light of the next hundred years, the Magney
plan, as finally approved in 1946, fits the needs of this
Congregation.

We all feel the need for action. We should—"Make
no small plans. They have no magic to stir men's

that a noble, logical diagram once recorded will never
die, but long after we are gone will be a living thing,
asserting itself with ever growing insistency. Remem-
ber that our sons and grandsons are going o do things
that would stagger us.”
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