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INTRODUCTION 

You are about to undertake college-level work in History 390, History of 

Wisconsin, a three-credit course that explores the social, economic, and 

political development of the Badger State from earliest times, with emphasis 

on the period since 1815. The course consists of sixteen written assignments, 

a proctored midcourse examination, and a proctored final examination. This 

Study Guide will direct your work as you move through the course material. 

The first unit, which deals with the colonial period, stresses the inter¬ 

action between Europeans and Native Americans. The impact of international 

politics on the New World will be considered in this introductory segment of 

the course. After examining the colonial era, the course turns to the revolu¬ 

tionary experience and the place of Wisconsin in the emerging American nation¬ 

state. Emphasis is placed on the consolidation of control by the United 

States, climaxing with the War of 1812. 

The next focal point is the process of settlement and the exploitation of 

Wisconsin resources in the territorial period. With the movement toward state¬ 

hood, the economics and politics of development became more prominent. This 

phase of state history reached a critical benchmark with the achievement of 

statehood in 1848. Overlapping somewhat with the developmental and organiza¬ 

tional period is the period of social growth and conflict, during which 

European immigrants and Yankees combined to establish a new community in 

Wisconsin. This segment of the course also examines the political evolution 

of the state in an unstable union, ending with the bitter experience of civil 

war. 

After the war the Wisconsin story mirrors national trends in the age of 

industrialism. You will be investigating economic growth in a period of rapid 

expansion, during which the agricultural and industrial bases of the state's 

economy underwent significant alteration. Moreover, this period witnessed the 
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Introduction 

second great wave of immigration and the political system that evolved against 

the background of rapid social and economic change. 

As you move into the twentieth century, attention again centers on 

dramatic political developments. At this point, your course guide shifts its 

emphasis to the nature and definition of the Progressive politics for which 

Wisconsin was justifiably renowned. Consideration of this topic blends with 

the subject of World War I and its profound social and political impact on the 

state. 

Next you will examine the interwar period, beginning with the economic, 

socialt and political side of the turbulent 1920s and climaxing with the 

wrenching impact of the Great Depression on Wisconsin. As you review this 

period, pay particular attention to the economy and the importance of its 

fluctuations to Wisconsin citizens. Similarly, you should be aware of the 

unique direction taken by Wisconsin Progressivism between the wars. 

Finally, you will study the impact of World War II in the last part of 

the course. Special emphasis is placed on understanding the efforts made to 

manage a mature economy in the postwar era. Moreover, the continually 

evolving Wisconsin political environment had still another important 

metamorphosis with the revival of a more traditional two-party system out of 

the earlier Progressive tradition. 

As you progress through the course of study, try to juxtapose state and 

local developments against the background of national trends. It is important 

to recognize that state history does not develop in a vacuum. Rather, 

Wisconsin citizens were subject to the same pressures, forces, and concerns 

that may be identified in a broader study of American historical development 

nationwide. The best way to accomplish this, unless you have just completed a 

survey course in American history, is to keep a standard, recently published 

college-level U.S. history text on hand for ready reference. Richard N. 

Current, T. Harry Williams, Frank Freidel, and Alan Brinkley, American 

History, A Survey, Volumes I and II, 7th edition (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 

1986) is a straightforward and very readable text, but most new editions of a 

college-level U.S. History survey text will be equally suitable to use for 

reference. 
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REQUIRED MATERIALS 

The required textbooks for History 390 are: 

1. Wisconsin: A History, by Robert C. Nesbit. Madison, University of 

Wisconsin Press, 1973. 

2. Black Hawk, An Autobiography, edited by Donald Jackson. Urbana, 

Illinois, University of Illinois Press, 1955. 

3. The Story of My Boyhood and Youth, by John Muir. Madison, University 

of Wisconsin Press, 1965. 

4. Wisconsin, My Home: The Story of Thurlne Oleson as Told to Her 

Daughter, by Etna Oleson Xan. Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 

1950. 

5. Robert M. La Follette and the Insurgent Spirit, by David P. Thelen. 

Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1976. 

6. Thinking Like a Mountain: Aldo Leopold and the Evolution of an 

Ecological Attitude Toward Deer, Wolves, and Forests, by Susan L. 

Flader. Lincoln, Nebraska, University of Nebraska Press, 1974. 

MEETING COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

If you wish to receive either credit for the course or a Certificate of 

Completion, you must successfully complete all sixteen units and both 

proctored examinations, a one-hour midcourse and a two-hour final. Directions 

for the examinations follow Units 7 and 16 in the Study Guide. Assignments 

beyond Unit 9 will not be accepted until you have written the midcourse 

examination and it has been graded and returned to you. If you have an 

"incomplete" on any assignment, you will not be permitted to write the 

examination until the missing material has been submitted and a grade recorded. 

Your course grade will be determined by the following formula: 

Assignment Average 30% 

Midcourse Examination 20% 

Final Examination 50% 

SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDY 

Before you begin work on this course, leaf through the Study Guide to 

familiarize yourself with course content, organization, and emphasis. 
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Introduction 

Once you have an overview of the course, you will be ready to begin work 

on the written assignments. As you start to work on each unit, begin by 

reading the introductory material in the Study Guide. Next, read the questions 

carefully, so that you thoroughly understand what is required. Begin to study 

the required readings with a rapid first reading. Then go back and read the 

required material carefully, trying to remember the author's main points with¬ 

out recalling everything you read. 

You will find it helpful to take notes on your readings as you proceed. 

Notetaking is an excellent means of guaranteeing that you retain a permanent 

record of the basic points and interpretations introduced. Not only will 

accessible notes ease your task in preparing written work but they will also 

be useful as you review for examinations. 

Be sure you have studied the readings carefully before you begin to write. 

Do not attempt to write your answers while you are doing the readings. It is 

very important that you develop answers that represent your own thinking and 

writing. Under all circumstances, avoid copying the book. You will learn 

nothing using this approach, and you will find yourself in a poor position to 

write examinations. Copied work is unacceptable, and your instructor will 

return it to you marked "incomplete.” 

As you prepare your answers, it is helpful to write a rough draft as a 

first step. As you proceed, remember that history is factual as well as theo¬ 

retical and analytical. While historians and their students must generalize 

about the past, generalizations unsupported by illustration and evidence are 

insufficient. You will be wise to support your arguments with ample evidence 

drawn from readings. Combine your own insights with illustrative material. 

You will find that the questions are varied in character, some stressing 

factual recall and others requiring substantial thought and organization. Some 

of the questions have been designed to give you experience in writing the type 

of essay response you will need to use on your midcourse and final examina¬ 

tions. Hence, thoughtful work on the units will help you do well at exam time. 

Notice that you are not required to answer and submit all questions in 

every unit. If at any point you do not understand what is expected of you, 

do not hesitate to contact your instructor. Similarly, if you are having dif¬ 

ficulties of any kind with your work, your instructor stands ready to help you. 

You can write or call your instructor, or if you are in Madison you can arrange 
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Introduction 

a personal conference if you wish. Take advantage of this opportunity for 

assistance. The exchange of ideas and information can be a valuable learning 

experience for you. 

Good luck! 

SUBMITTING WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 

Use one of the "first sheets" provided with course materials as the first 

page of each written assignment. Be careful to fill in all required informa¬ 

tion at the top of the sheet. Use 8-1/2 by 11 inch white paper for subsequent 

pages, adding your name and the course and unit numbers at the top of each 

sheet. Mail your completed assignments to UW—Extension in the envelopes pro¬ 

vided, one assignment to an envelope. 
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UNIT 1 

FOUNDATIONS: THE INHABITANTS AND EUROPEAN EXPANSION 

The story of early Wisconsin begins with an understanding of the geography 

and natural environment of the upper Midwest. Equally important is an aware¬ 

ness of the natives who occupied the land and respect for the culture they had 

built prior to contact with European civilization. 

While it would be a distortion to assert that the Indian was never treated 

with equity, it is fair to say that they were exploited in a wide variety of 

ways—as fur-gatherers, allies in war, and landholders. War was generally 

accepted as an extension of the exploitation process, and it ultimately 

resulted in the dispossession of the natives. It was part and parcel of a 

white cultural imperialism that hastened the disappearance of the Indian way 

of life. 

It was inevitable that the Great Lakes tribes should be drawn into the 

broad vortex of international politics as England and France struggled for 

primacy in Europe. Similarly, colonists in the New World were themselves 

embroiled in the American manifestation of the continuing power conflicts of 

the eighteenth century. This struggle for mastery of the North American conti¬ 

nent was the primary theme of frontier history in the formative years. Its 

impact was substantial on the natives, Europeans, and colonists who worked and 

lived in the Wisconsin country. England's ultimate victory set the stage for 

the final phase of European control in the potentially rich area beyond the 

Great Lakes as the Revolution drew near. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, Wisconsin: A History, pp. xi-xiv; 3-46 
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OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp.14-16; 29-30; 45-46. 

See index volumes of Wisconsin Historical Collections and Wisconsin 

Magazine of History under "Indians," "French," "Fur Trade," and the 

names of various tribes. 

See relevant chapters in Riegel, America Moves West; Billington, 

Westward Expansion; Hine, The American West (Little, Brown, and Co. 

paperback); or any standard college text in American history. 

A History of Wisconsin: From Exploration to Statehood, by Alice E. 

Smith, 1973. 

Dispossessing the American Indian, by Wilbur R. Jacobs, 1972 

(Scribner's paperback). 

Fort Michlllmackinac, 1715-1781: An Archaeological Perspective on the 

Revolutionary Frontier, by Lyle Stone, 1974. 

Forth to the Wilderness, by Dale Van Every, 1976. 

Friend and Foe: Aspects of French-Amerlndian Cultural Conflict in the 

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries, by Cornelius J. Jaenen, 1976. 

Indian Life in the Upper Great Lakes, 1100 B.C. to A.D. 1800, by George 

Irving Quimby, 1960. 

Indians of the Western Great Lakes, 1615-1760, by W. Vernon Kinietz, 1965. 

The Colonial Wars, by Howard Peckham, 1964 (U. of Chicago Press paper¬ 

back) . 

Whitehall and the Wilderness, by Jack Sosin, 1961. 

Wisconsin Indians, Governor's Commission on Human Rights, 1952. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 1 

Section A (Answer one question.) 

Discuss the impact of Europeans and their respective cultures on the 

Indian inhabitants of the western Great Lakes area in the period from 

earliest contact to the American Revolution. To what extent did the 

native culture exert an influence on white society? 

2. ) Discuss the primary goals of European colonists in seventeenth- and 

eighteenth-century North America. How did the Native Americans fit into 
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French and English plans? Explain the differences and similarities in 

the settlement patterns of the two groups, with particular reference to 

their interaction with the natives. 

Section B (Answer two questions.) 

To what extent were Wisconsin’s natural characteristics and geographical 

characteristics important in influencing the course of the area's early 

economic and political development? Explain the relationships with 

generous use of illustrations. 

A. Discuss the impact of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century European 

political and military developments on the history of native and colonial 

societies in the Ohio Valley and Great Lakes regions. What was the 

result? What were the future implications of the final resolution of the 

imperial struggle? 

r57>scuss the major contributions of the missionaries, fur traders, and 

—'explorers to the future development of the Great Lakes frontier. Explain 

why so many of them were French. What was the permanent impact of the 

early French occupation on the society that emerged in Wisconsin in later 

years? 

Section C (Answer the following question.) 

What special economic, political, and regulatory problems did the trans- 

Appalachian West present to the early French and later English 

governmental authorities? Discuss the efforts made to resolve these 

problems. Were they successful? Why or why not? What were the 

long-term results? 
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AMERICAN SOVEREIGNTY: THE REVOLUTIONARY SETTLEMENT 

AND TENSIONS WITH ENGLAND 

With the outbreak of the American Revolution, the West again became an 

area hostage to the strongest force. Just as certainly, the natives became 

pawns in the new power struggle, often forced to make pragmatic arrangements 

for the short run. Overall, the Great Lakes region was not of major signifi¬ 

cance in the revolutionary conflict; yet it, too, experienced reverberations 

from the larger struggle. 

When the English transferred the Old Northwest to the American rebels, 

the French were momentarily stunned. The settlement was in part a recognition 

of the impossibility of limiting the expanding Americans behind an artificial 

political boundary. English diplomatic goals were also well served, as a 

wedge had been driven between their own Canadian holdings and the Spanish to 

the south and southwest. 

Although the Wisconsin country thus came under American sovereignty, 

actual control remained with England for some time following the Revolution. 

British reluctance to evacuate the Northwest posts and later persistence in 

intriguing with Indians in border areas continued to plague Anglo-American 

relations throughout the early national period. 

During these years, Wisconsin was under English control for all practical 

purposes, as were the Wisconsin Indians in many cases. The United States 

struggled unsuccessfully to assert its claim to title in the western Great 

Lakes region between 1783 and 1812. Meanwhile British Canadians fought to 

consolidate their substantial economic stake. Only a second war of indepen¬ 

dence would bring this tension to a decisive end. Your readings document the 

painstaking attempts of the young government and its people to establish owner¬ 

ship, first by military, then by economic means. Evaluate the success of these 

measures and note the economic and military contributions to the total effort. 
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REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 47-90 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 60-61; 74-75; 87-88. 

See relevant chapters in Riegel or Billington. 

Britain and the American Frontier, 1783-1815, by J. Leitch Wright, 1975. 

Sword of the Republic: Army on the Frontier, 1783-1826, by Francis P. 

Prucha, 1969. 

The Frontier in the Formative Fears, by Reginald Horseman, 1970. 

The Jay Treaty: Political Battleground of the Founding Fathers, by 

Jerald A. Combs, 1970. 

The Old Northwest and the American Revolution: An Anthology, by David 

Curtis Skaggs, 1977. 

Zebulon Pike, by John U. Terrell, 1968. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 2 

Section A (Answer one question.) 

1. Discuss the role Wisconsin and the other areas of the Old Northwest 

played in the Revolutionary War. 

2. What role did Wisconsin and the Northwest play in the War of 1812? As 

you examine the background and causes for the war, how would you assess 

the westem/frontier factor in explaining the outbreak of the conflict? 

Section B (Answer two questions.) 

3>. Discuss the function of the American military in the West (with special 

emphasis on the Wisconsin area) between 1783 and 1822. Evaluate the 

army's success in carrying out its mission on the Great Lakes frontier. 

4. Compare and contrast British and American efforts to woo Indian support 

in the period from 1783 to 1816. How do you account for the relative 

success of the two? What were the results of these white-native 

relationships? 
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5. As you review Wisconsin history from 1776 to the 1820s, which areas of 

the Wisconsin country assume economic and political significance? How 

would you explain the importance of these localities in this period? 

What factors account for their prominence? 

Section C (Answer the following question.) 

6. Trace the development of the evolving fur trade between 1776 and 1822. 

Discuss the methods, personnel, and diplomatic approaches employed by 

both the English and Americans at various stages in this period. How did 

American possession of the territory south of the Great Lakes alter the 

pattern of the trade? with what results? 

11 



UNIT 3 

FRONTIER ENTERPRISE: SETTLEMENT AND EXPLOITATION 

With the end of the War of 1812, the Lake Plains experienced a population 

movement of unprecedented proportions. The surge of migrating frontier people 

resulted in the gradual growth of the more settled areas of the Wisconsin 

country as the economic pulse quickened. 

Earliest to develop was the mining district of the southwestern Wisconsin 

Driftless area. This rugged area bypassed by the glaciers was inhospitable to 

agricultural use, but its mineral resources had long been exploited by French 

and Indian alike. The presence of rich veins of lead was well known; yet the 

area was largely untapped as of 1816. The missing ingredient was soon supplied 

as the entrepreneurial spirit quickened from 1822 on. 

Essential to economic expansion were the promoter-investors, several of 

whom began to appear in the early 1820s. Once capital had been introduced, the 

systematic exploitation of the Fever River district of northwestern Illinois 

and its Wisconsin outpost began. This rapid economic growth paralleled the 

development of other Wisconsin population centers such as Green Bay and the 

embryonic Milwaukee settlement of the 1830s. The entrepreneurial temper was 

also very pronounced in the areas outside the lead region, localities where 

land speculation proceeded at a hectic pace. 

As you proceed with Unit 3, be especially aware of the role played by 

aggressive Yankee promoters in the early stages of Wisconsin history. You 

should also consider the implications of economic expansion and population 

encroachment for Native American cultures. How was the Indian's position 

within the evolving frontier society changed? 

Here you are asked to read Black Hawk, an Autobiography, which illustrates 

clearly how the Indian’s position changed. This remarkable account of the life 

of one of the more prominent Indian figures in Wisconsin history gives a valu¬ 

able insight into the Sauk culture, values, and seasonal activity, portraying 
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clearly how greatly the Sauk way of life differed from that of the white set 

tiers whose movement into the Rock River valley precipitated the tragedy of the 

Black Hawk War in 1832, culminating in the bloody Battle of the Bad Axe. This 

Indian autobiography has special value for students of Wisconsin history 

because it affords an opportunity to consider the causes and consequences of 

the war from the viewpoint of the vanquished, and at the same time to under¬ 

stand the impact on Indian life made by (1) the fur trade, (2) white men s 

wars, and (3) the treaty system of acquiring title to Indian lands. When you 

read the Autobiography be sure to read the Treaty of 1804, the bone of con¬ 

tention as far as Black Hawk was concerned, found in the Appendix. Note as 

well how Andrew Jackson, the experienced frontiersman, Indian fighter, U.S. 

General, and President of the United States, chose to chastise Black Hawk and 

his followers. Was it effective? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 89-117 

Black Hawk, An Autobiography, pp. 1-31, 41-154 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 104-105; 117. 

American Indian Policy in the Formative Years: the Indian Trade and 

Intercourse Acts, by Francis P. Prucha, 1962. 

Illinois: A History of the Prairie State, by Robert Howard, 1972. 

Red Man's Land, White Man’s Law, by Wilcomb Washburn, 1971. 

The Sac and Fox Indians, by William T. Hagan, 1958. 

The Menominee Indians: A History, by Patrick K. Ourada, 1979. 

The Potawatamis: Keepers of the Fire, by R. David Edmunds, 1978. 

The Trans—Appalachian Frontier: People, Societies and Institutions, by 

Malcolm Rohrbough, 1978. 
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WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 3 

Section A (Answer both questions.) 

1. Discuss the evolution of U.S. Government Indian policy as it was imple¬ 

mented in Wisconsin after 1816. What was the underlying theory behind 

this policy? How was it enforced? What were the results? In answering 

this question, study the Indian Land Cession map on page 98 of Nesbit 

carefully and relate the chronology of land cessions to the settlement 

pattern. 

2. Discuss the role played by the government in the development of the 

Wisconsin lead industry of the 1820s and 1830s. What was the impact of 

that policy on the economy? How was it adjusted over the years? Why? 

With what economic results? 

Section B (Answer one question.) 

3. Define the term entrepreneur. What is meant by the Yankee type? 

Write an essay explaining the relevance of these phrases/terms for 

Wisconsin’s development in the 1820s and 1830s. Illustrate your answers. 

4. Why did Wisconsin attract an ever-increasing number of settlers during 

the 1830s and 1840s? 

Section C 

Based on your reading of Black Hawk’s Autobiography, answer all three 

of the following questions: 

5. Describe Black Hawk's differing perceptions of the French, the British, 

the Spanish, and the Americans, explaining why he felt as he did about 

each. 

6. Drawing upon Black Hawk's description of the Sauk way of life, explain 

why the Black Hawk War can be characterized as a clash of cultures. 

7. According to Black Hawk, why did the war occur and what were its 

consequences for his people? 
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UNIT 4 

THE TERRITORIAL PERIOD: THE POLITICS OF DEVELOPMENT 

In the formative stage of frontier growth, several questions remained 

unanswered. As in other developing states, Wisconsin political and economic 

leaders struggled over the mechanics of political organization and the dispo¬ 

sition of the abundant opportunities available in a frontier society. The 

results of this scramble profoundly influenced the character of the political 

community that took shape between Lake Michigan and the Mississippi River. 

One fundamental question involved the distribution of land, potentially 

the state's most valuable resource. Fortunately, the Confederation Congress 

had provided a pragmatic vehicle for the achievement of this end in the Land 

Ordinance of 1785. Combining the concepts of prior survey and allocation to 

the individual, the law established a workable system for the orderly contigu¬ 

ous development of western lands. While the trend in land policy was towards 

lowered prices and wide distribution, many frontier areas fell into the hands 

of speculators bent on enriching themselves by dealing in the public lands. 

Wisconsin was no exception to this general tendency. Though land speculators' 

fortunes varied, the territorial period was characterized by aggressive promo¬ 

tional activity and competition for power and position, both economic and 

political. 

In few frontier areas was the linkage between political preferment and 

economic advantage more direct. The political evolution of Wisconsin was 

rooted in the territorial system created in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 for 

the governance of the area now comprising Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, 

and Wisconsin. A cursory examination of the battle for influence in territo¬ 

rial Wisconsin will confirm the significance of legislative/executive office 

in determining the direction of state development as well as improving personal 

fortunes in a number of cases. 
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As you review the story of the territorial period in Unit 4, be alive to 

the importance of political connections in the achievement of personal 

success. Moreover, observe the impact of political office or "friends in high 

places" on the growth areas that emerged as the state was opened to settlement. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 118-146 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 131-132, 145-146. 

History of Public Land Law Development, by Paul W. Gates, 1968. 

Land Office Business: Public Lands, 1789-1837, by Malcolm J. 

Rohrbough, 1968. 

Milwaukee: the History of a City, by Bayrd Still, rev. 1965. 

The History of Wisconsin, Exploration To Statehood, by Alice Smith, 

1973. 

The Lure of the Land: A Social History of the Public Lands from the 
Articles of Confederation to the Hew Deal, by Everett Dick, 1970. 

Virgin Land: the American West as Symbol and Myth, by Henry Nash 

Smith, 1961 (Vintage paperback). 

Westernized Yankee: the Story of Cyrus Woodman, by Larry Gara, 1956. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 4 

Section A (Answer question 2.) 

1. Describe the government that existed in Wisconsin before the creation of 

the Wisconsin Territory. What were the advantages/disadvantages of 

territorial/state status? How would you compare territorial status with 

the colonial status once occupied by the seaboard colonies within the 

British Empire? 
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Section B (Answer any three questions.) 

2. What did Wisconsin residents mean when they described someone as a spec¬ 

ulator? Assess the contributions made by speculators to state develop¬ 

ment. Were there negative aspects to speculative activities? Explain. 

3. Discuss the political and economic rivalry between Henry Dodge and James 

Doty. What were their respective views concerning territorial status for 

Wisconsin? What role did partisan politics and political preferment play 

in the ebb and flow of their political fortunes? 

A. Discuss the speculative fever that swept the Midwest from 1835 to 1837. 

To what extent did Wisconsin encounter or avoid the full force of the 

trend towards uncontrolled speculation? Explain. 

5. Discuss the debate over the location of the permanent capital of 

Wisconsin. What does the selection process reveal about frontier 

political and economic development? 

6. Discuss the development of preemption legislation in the 1820s and 

1830s. What was its purpose? Was it successful? What was the function 

of a "claims association" at a land auction? 
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BUILDING A NEW SOCIETY: THE GEOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL PATTERN 

OF PIONEER SETTLEMENT 

Once the political promoters and land speculators had made their initial 

mark on the landscape, the settlement of Wisconsin got underway in earnest. The 

period between 1840 and 1860 witnessed a remarkable growth, fueled by massive 

infusions of new pioneer stock as in-migration accelerated. In the process, a 

new pluralistic society was born in the Badger State; and it was in these 

years that the state's future ethnocultural character began to take shape. 

A major source of immigration was northern and western Europe, particu¬ 

larly Germany and Norway. Driven by a variety of forces but especially anxious 

to improve their economic status, these new Americans built a society charac¬ 

terized by cultural diversity. This influx of Europeans, then, provided the 

muscle and labor that was instrumental in transforming a frontier society into 

a socioeconomic community. 

Vital as the immigrants were to the evolution of a new society, however, 

a second group of migrants generally supplied the entrepreneurial spark that 

unlocked the door to economic growth. The "Yankee" element retained and con¬ 

solidated its political-economic domination of the state's affairs in the years 

prior to the Civil War. Though fewer in number, these internal migrants from 

the New England and Mid-Atlantic states played an important role in shaping the 

Wisconsin character in the early years of statehood. 

As you examine the cultural fabric the "outsiders" wove, consider such 

questions as whether the result was a "melting pot" or a "patchwork quilt." 

To what extent did assimilation occur and with what result? How did the Yankee 

and immigrant groups differ and what was the social result? Unit 5 provides 

you an opportunity to understand why new residents came to Wisconsin and what 

their presence meant for future generations. 

John Muir's The Story of My Boyhood and Youth, pages V.-134, assigned 

here as part of your reading, gives you a chance to gain such an understanding 
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about a very eminent American whose contributions to the conservation movement 

during the late 19th and early twentieth centuries helped to foster the 

national park system, to educate the public about vanishing natural wilderness 

areas, and to found the Sierra Club. Most people associate him with 

California, yet from the age of 11 when he came from Scotland with his family 

in 1849 and settled on farmland in the Pardeeville-Montello area until he left 

for Madison eleven years later, he lived the harsh life of a Wisconsin immi¬ 

grant farm boy. At the Fountain Lake and Hickory Hill farms he learned to love 

natural beauty, to express his inventive flare, and to spend long hours of 

backbreaking toil on the land. In 1860 he took the train for Madison to dis¬ 

play his inventions at the State Agricultural Fair and ultimately to enter the 

University of Wisconsin. His autobiographical account of his early life in 

Scotland, his coming to Wisconsin, and his pioneering experience in a little 

enclave of Scottish settler-farmers covered in the pages assigned here gives 

you a rare glimpse of immigrant pioneer farmers as they developed homes for 

themselves in a new land. As you read, compare the experience of these 

Scottish pioneer settlers with the more generalized materials you find in 

Nesbit on pioneer life and the immigrant experience. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 147-178 

Muir, Story of My Boyhood and Youth, pp. V.-134 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 161-162; 176-178. 

Becoming American: An Ethnic History, by Thomas J. Archdeacon, 1983. 

American Immigration, by Maldwyn Jones, 1960 (U. of Chicago Press 

paperback). 

The Immigrant Experience in Wisconsin, by LaVerne J. Rippley, 1985. 

British Immigrants in Industrial America 1790-1950, by Rowland 

Berthoff, 1953. 

Cousin Jacks: Cornish in America, by Alfred L. Rowse, 1969. 

Immigrant Milwaukee, 1836-1860: Accommodation and Community in a 

Frontier City, by Kathleen Conzen, 1976. 
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Unit 5 

Norway to America: A History of the Migration, by Ingrid Semmingsen, 
1978. 

Refugees of Revolution: the German Forty-Eighters in Wisconsin, by 
Carl Wittke, 1952. 

The German-Americans, by Richard O'Connor, 1968. 

The Story of Wisconsin Women, by Ruth deYoung Kohler, 1948. 

Wau-Bun, the "Early Days" in the Northwest, by Juliette Kinzie, 1948. 

Yankee Exodus, by Stuart Holbrook, 1968. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 5 

Section A (Answer two questions). 

1. Discuss the impact of technology and communications on the rapid settle¬ 

ment of Wisconsin between 1840 and 1860. 

2. Compare and contrast the German and Norwegian immigrations into Wisconsin 

between 1840 and 1860, placing special stress on motivating forces. 

Describe the pattern of population distribution once the two groups 

arrived in America. How would you explain the differences? 

3. Explain why Wisconsin became "New England's Frontier” in the 1840's. 

What drew the Yankee element to the state? What advantages over the 

foreign-bom did the Yankee settler enjoy? 

Section B (Answer both questions). 

4. Discuss the reasons the Muirs left Dunbar, Scotland, for America, com¬ 

paring them with the general motivations for migration discussed in 

Nesbit. Do you find the Muirs typical or atypical? 

5. The Muir autobiography gives the reader a rare, appreciative glimpse of 

the natural beauty of frontier Wisconsin northeast of Portage in the mid¬ 

dle of the nineteenth century—"Oh that glorious Wisconsin wilderness," 

as Muir put it. From your reading, design a composite of the natural 

character of the Poynette-Montello wilderness of Muir's youth. 
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UNIT 6 

BUILDING A STRONG COMMUNITY: THE FRONTIER ECONOMY 

While the early Wisconsin economy had been dependent upon the extraction 

of furs from the wilderness and lead from the earth, a more stable economic 

development characterized the period immediately preceding the Civil War. As 

the population expanded, agriculture and commerce grew apace. The result was 

the emergence of a strong agriculturally based economic system that, in turn, 

stimulated further in-migration. 

Although the frontier offered opportunity to all comers, the greatest 

benefits fell to the swift. Yankee enterprise continued to be rewarded, 

though failure knew no ethnic bounds. Similarly, immigrant farmers found that 

hard labor often yielded substantial gains and an abundant life. 

Economic growth, however, did not occur in a vacuum. Important financial 

and technological mechanisms were necessary prerequisites to the development 

that accelerated in the 1850s. This unit examines some of the changes that 

helped open the door to prosperity for Wisconsin residents. Take note of the 

varied facets of the state's economy, including its geographic character and 

ethnic base. What changes preceded the first flush of expansion? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 179-208 

Muir, review chapters 2 and 3, and read pp. 135-228 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 189; 207-208. 

A Financial History of the United States, by Margaret Myers, 1970. 

A History of Wisconsin Highway Development, 1835-1945, edited by M. G. 

Davis, 1947. 
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Unit 6 

Change in Agriculture: the Northern United States, 1820-1870, by- 

Clarence H. Danhof, 1969. 

A History of Agriculture in Wisconsin, by Joseph Schafer, 1916. 

History of Agriculture in Dane County, Wisconsin, by Benjamin Hibbard, 

1904. 

The Growth of the American Economy to 1860, by Douglass C. North, 1968. 

The Older Middle West, 1840-1880, by Henry Hubbart, 1963. 

The Railroads of Wisconsin, by James Kaysen, 1937. 

Transportation and Industrial Development in the Middle West, by 

William F. Gephart, 1909. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 6 

Answer all four of the following: 

1. Trace the development of banking in Wisconsin from 1830 to 1860. What 

problems existed and how were they dealt with? What was the prevailing 

attitude towards banks in territorial Wisconsin? How do you account for 

that attitude? 

2. Discuss the development of transportation facilities in Wisconsin from 

1830 to 1860. Why was this problem a critical concern for the state? 

Assess the roles played by private and governmental forces in creating an 

effective transportation network. 

3. Discuss the growth of agriculture in Wisconsin between 1830 and 1860. 

What factors retarded its growth and how would you explain its emergence 

as a viable economic pursuit? Be sure to consider the market structure 

and crop base for the state's early agricultural activity. Comment also 

on farm problems and their solutions. 

4. Describe the Muir family's farming experience in Marquette County, 

1849-1864. Why was John Muir so critical of the farming style of the 

British Isles pioneer settlers in his community? 
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UNIT 7 

TROUBLED TIMES: FROM STATEHOOD TO THE CIVIL WAR 

After ten years of territorial status, Wisconsin political leaders moved 

in 1846 to draft a constitution as a first step towards the achievement of 

statehood. This initiative represented the culmination of a rising interest 

in changed status during the early 1840s. After on abortive attempt, state 

voters approved a constitution in 1848, and Wisconsin was formally admitted 

into the union. 

The successful drive towards statehood occurred at a time when national 

politics entered the first phase of the sectional struggle that eventually 

ended in the disruption of the union. Badger State politics mirrored the 

national political trends of the 1850s as the structure of the party system 

underwent dramatic reorganization. The state was swept up in the reform 

enthusiasm that permeated American society at large in this period. As your 

readings indicate, both the antislavery and temperance movements were 

significant forces in assembling the new political coalition that emerged 

after 1854 as the Republican Party. Wisconsin voters embraced the new party 

with considerable enthusiasm, though an immigrant-based Democratic Party 

offered strong competition. 

Indeed, once the Civil War had begun, the party of opposition maintained 

a high profile. As the war dragged on, critics of the Lincoln administration 

stepped up their attack. And while Wisconsin citizens responded to the call 

to arms, the voice of resistance was heard in a number of ways. Though the 

war was perhaps the country's first great national experience, it did not 

function as a unifying force for the state of Wisconsin. 

As you proceed with Unit 7, try to place Wisconsin political and social 

developments into their national context. How do you account for rising 

Republican strength in the state? How did state residents respond to wartime 

demands? 
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Unit 7 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 209-262 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 224-225; 240-241; 260-262. 

Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men, by Eric Foner, 1971. 

Pioneer's Mission: the Life of Lyman Copeland Draper, by William B. 

Hesseltine, 1954. 

The Autobiography of Carl Schurz (abridgement by Wayne Andrews), 1961. 

The Empty Sleeve: A Biography of Lucius Fairchild, by Sam Ross, 1964. 

The Free Soilers: Third Party Politics 1848-1854, by Frederick Blue, 

1973. 

The History of Wisconsin: The Civil War Era, 1848-1873, by Richard N. 

Current, 1976. 

The Life of Billy Yank: the Common Soldier of the Union, by Bell I. 

Wiley, 1952. 

The Political Crisis of the 1850's, by Michael L. Holt, 1978. 

The Protestant Crusade, by Ray Allen Billington, 1938. 

Well Mary: Civil War Letters of a Wisconsin Volunteer, edited by 

Margaret Brobst Roth, 1960. 

Wisconsin Women in the War Between the States, by Ethel Hum, 1911. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 7 

Section A (Answer one question.) 

1. Discuss the movement for statehood from 1839 to 1848. What were the 

reasons for rejecting the first constitution written? Outline the major 

features of the second constitution. Why do you believe the second 

document was more acceptable? 

2. Explain the role (if any) played by party politics in the movement for 

statehood and the writing of the Wisconsin constitution. 
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Unit 7 

3. Do you think that the Wisconsin experience justifies the claim that 

western state governments engaged in innovation and experimentation when 

they established governmental frameworks? 

Section B (Answer one question.) 

4. Discuss the question of slavery as an issue in Wisconsin politics from 

1848 to 1861. How did it affect the party system and the fortunes of the 

state's political parties in this era? 

5. What were the benefits of statehood, once it was achieved? Discuss the 

functions and responsibilities assumed by the state government in 

Wisconsin between 1848 and 1860. 

Section C (Answer questions 6 and 7.) 

6. Trace state and federal recruitment efforts made in Wisconsin throughout 

the war. How successful were recruiters and what problems did they 

encounter? What does their experience reflect concerning public reaction 

to and support for the war in Wisconsin? 

7. Reviewing the period from 1848 to 1865, consider the extent of unity in 

Wisconsin society. Explain the impact of the politics of the 1850s and 

the wartime experience on the process of creating a cohesive political 

and social community in the Badger State. How would you account for the 

existence or absence of a unified society? 
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ABOUT THE MIDCOURSE EXAMINATION 

The midcourse examination provides you and your instructor with a useful 

estimate of how well you are progressing. This is especially valuable to you 

because in independent study courses a substantial weight must be given to the 

results of a final examination that all students write under the same 

proctored conditions. The midcourse is a one-hour proctored examination and 

the final is a two-hour proctored examination. Thus, the midcourse 

examination gives you experience that will be valuable preparation for writing 

the two-hour final examination. 

Be sure to read the examination directions and questions carefully (this 

should be done within the allotted time), and then allocate your time 

according to the indicated percentage weight for each question. Note that 

there is an element of choice on each part of the examination. Be very 

careful not to spend more than the allowable time on any part of the 

examination. If you have time left at the end, you can go back to a previous 

part of the examination and expand on your answer. Since you cannot receive 

more than the maximum percentage indicated for any one question, it does not 

pay to concentrate on one or two questions to the detriment of the other parts 

of the examination. 

It is helpful to make brief outlines for your answers to the essay 

questions so that you do not overlook relevent material under the pressure of 

writing. Write quickly but thoughtfully. Use complete sentences and 

paragraphs. Write neatly and legibly. 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-EXTENSION / INDEPENDENT STUDY 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUPERVISED MIDCOURSE EXAMINATION (UNIVERSITY CREDIT) 

Please read the following instructions very carefully if you are required to take this examination: 

OBTAINING THE EXAMINATION 

To obtain the exam fill out the form below, detach only the form, and send it to Independent Study Exam Office, 
432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI 53706. The exam and exam booklet will be supplied directly to the approved 
proctor, and you will be notified when it has been sent. You must then make arrangements with the proctor to take the 
exam within four weeks from the date the exam was sent. If you are in the Madison area, the Independent Study Exam 
Office should be the chosen proctor, unless special circumstances such as location or scheduling prevent it: check the 
box on the request form. You will be notified when your exam is ready and can make arrangements to take it by calling 
(608) 262-8661. NOTE: If you have a disability and would like to make special arrangements, please indicate your 

needs on a separate piece of paper and attach it to this form. 

QUALIFIED PROCTORS FOR UNIVERSITY CREDIT EXAMS 

This examination must be taken under the supervision of a proctor; the responsibility for obtaining a proctor rests 
with you Generally, proctors do not charge for this service. In all cases, the choice of a proctor is subject to approval 
by the academic department offering the course, and the exam will be sent only to the proctor's work (official) address, 

which is to be noted on the exam request form. 

Acceptable proctors include university or college registrars, deans, counselors, or prolessors, high school principals 
or counselors; directors of educational services at universities, correctional institutions, or within the armed services; 
certified librarians in a supervisory position; or the delegated official of a university testing center. If you have to take 
the exam in a foreign country, you may request, as your proctor, a local director of educational services or an officer of 

the U.S. Embassy or Consulate. 

REQUEST FOR MIDCOURSE EXAMINATION (UNIVERSITY CREDIT) 
Date you submitted I his form _ 

NOTE: All reauired assignments up to the midcourse examination must be completed and submitted belore you will be 

allowed to take this examination. Please print information: 

Student’s Name_Address- 
Strect/Box 

Citv State ZIP Country 

Course in which exam is desired History U448-390 History of Wisconsin, 
Course number Course name 

Reason for taking course: University credit High school credit No Credit 

Suggested proctor (Be sure to make arrangements with the proctor before submitting this form.): 

Name ___Title- 

Proctor’s qualifications for acceptability (see above list) 

Institution 

Address 

Other 

Sireet/Box Cily State ZIP Country 

Proctor’s phone (_)__ 

Check here □ if you wish to take the exam at the Independent Study Exam Office. 

DO NOT SEND THIS FORM WITH A WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT! 
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UNIT 8 

A NEW ECONOMY IN EMBRYO: THE CIVIL WAR AND 

THE AGRICULTURAL BASE 

Historians have often debated the question of the Civil War's impact on 

the development of the national economy. In this unit, you will study the 

Wisconsin situation as a test case. The unit also places stress on the new 

agricultural economy that emerged from the cauldron of war and entered an 

important transitional phase by the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 

Close examination reveals that, in fact, the war was not a major stimulus 

to overall economic growth. Indeed, strong evidence exists to support the 

conclusion that the national conflict retarded industrial expansion, despite a 

contrary effect on a few favored firms. Competing demands for capital and 

credit raised a serious barrier to the imminent diversification of the state's 

economic base. 

As the war began, agriculture, primarily wheat production and the related 

milling industry, dominated the Wisconsin economy. By 1865, however, the 

first halting steps towards diversification had been taken as some observers 

saw the need to break the then-current dependence upon wheat. 

Only gradually did Badger farmers accept the shift away from wheat 

culture. Nonetheless, the postwar era saw a movement into alternative crops, 

as well as a greater emphasis on animal husbandry, as the search for a 

balanced agricultural economy went on. It was not until the late 1870s that 

dairying emerged as an acceptable replacement for wheat as the mainstay of 

Wisconsin farming. With the support of scientific agriculturalists and the 

state university, farmers built a new industry that for them was the key to 

the future. 

Your attention should be focused upon the economic impact of the Civil 

War, with particular emphasis on the state's rural economy. How did the 

economy respond to the demands of war? Why did farmers resist diversification 

in the 1860s and 1870s? What made them reconsider? 
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Unit 8 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 263-295 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READINGS 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 279; 294-295. 

A Century of Wisconsin Agriculture, 1848-1948, by Walter Ebling, et al, 

1948. 

The Rise of the Dairy Industry in Wisconsin, by Eric Lampard, 1962. 

Economic Impact of the Civil War, edited by Ralph Andreano, 1962. 

Frontier Farming in an Urban Shadow: The Influence of Madison's 
Proximity on the Agricultural Development of Blooming Grove, by Michael 

Conzen, 1971. 

Sovereignty and an Empty Purse: Banks and Politics in the civil War, 

by Bray Hammond, 1970. 

The Rise and Decline of the Wheat Growing Industry in Wisconsin, by 

John G. Thompson, 1909. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 8 

Section A (Answer one question.) 

1. What was the status of banking in Wisconsin at the outbreak of the Civil 

War? Discuss the quality and extent of state regulation. What was the 

impact of the war on the state's banking system? 

2. Discuss the state's role in the financing of the Civil War. What were 

the results for the overall economy? 

Section B (Answer two questions.) 

3. What problems did Wisconsin farmers face as they moved to diversify their 

operations between 1875 and 1900? What costs and disadvantages were 

incurred as a result of the switch to dairying? 

4. What is meant by scientific agriculture? What forces, institutions, and 

individuals were significant in the development of Wisconsin agriculture 

in the transitional era? 
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Unit 8 

5. "The Wisconsin leaders denounced the errors of wheat growing and pro 

claimed the glad tiding of redemption through dairying. They announced 

the certitude of survival in obedience to the inevitable natural and 

progressive laws of ... science, urged frugality in every phase of farm 

management, taught the saving virtues of precision and piety at each 

stage of manufacture." 

Comment on this statement as a description of the Wisconsin farmer's 

experience between 1875 and 1900. 

Section C (Answer question 6.) 

6. Trace the changing position of wheat in Wisconsin agriculture from 1860 

to 1900. Explain why wheat had assumed a dominant position by 1860. 

Comment on the market structure and the processing of the product. What 

was the impact of the war on wheat culture? Why did wheat fade after the 

war as the basis of the agricultural economy? 
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UNIT 9 

THE NEW INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY: AN EMPIRE IN PINE—AND BEYOND 

Although flour milling maintained its position as the state’s leading 

industry into the 1880s, other enterprises rose to challenge and eventually 

supplant it as Wisconsin’s industrial base broadened. This economic expansion 

coincided with an equally dramatic industrial growth at the national level. 

As the nation grew to economic maturity, the Badger State underwent a signifi¬ 

cant diversification that provided a balanced industrial base for the future. 

Simultaneous with the decline in milling, lumbering reached peak influence 

by 1890. Based on the exploitation of a major natural resource, this industry 

came to dominate the Wisconsin economy for a brief but important period in the 

state's development. Significantly, as lumbering went into relative decline, 

wood-based industries such as paper and wood products grew to fill the vacuum 

left by diminishing supply. 

Complementing the dominant lumbering industry, other industries expanded 

from modest but vital bases established by the 1870s. Milwaukee matured eco¬ 

nomically, shifting from a primarily commercial center to a new status as the 

industrial heart of Wisconsin. Lumbering, machinery and iron products, 

tanning, and brewing—all benefitted immensely from Milwaukee's control of a 

burgeoning railway empire. Linked with market and supply areas, the state's 

first city assumed a position as its prime industrial center, as well. 

As you review these profound changes, be especially aware of the linkage 

between transportation facilities and economic growth. How did Milwaukee 

achieve its position? How did the lumbering industry expand so rapidly? What 

was the role of the entrepreneur in the creation of Wisconsin's newly diversi¬ 

fied economy? 
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Unit 9 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 296-337 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 311-312; 335-337. 

Brewed in America: A History of Beer and Ale in the United States, by 

Stanley Baron, 1962. 

Daylight in the Swamp: Lumber jacking in the Late Nineteenth Century, 

by Robert Wells, 1978. 

Downriver: Orrln H. Ingram and the Empire Land Company, by Charles 

Twining, 1975. 

Henry Vlllard: A Study of Transatlantic Investments and Interests, by 

Dietrich Buss, 1978. 

Industry Comes of Age, 1860-1897, by Edward C. Kirkland, 1961. 

Law and Locomotives: The Impact of the Railroad on Wisconsin Law In the 

Nineteenth Century, by Robert S. Hunt, 1958. 

Let there Be Light: Electric Utility Industry in Wisconsin, by Forrest 

McDonald, 1957. 

Lumber Production In the United States, 1799-1946, by Henry Steer, 1948. 

Millstone and Saw: Origins of Neenah-Menasha, by Alice Smith, 1966. 

Milwaukee: The History of a City, by Bayrd Still, 1965 (rev.). 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 9 

Section A (Answer both questions.) 

1. Discuss the establishment, organization, and expansion of Wisconsin’s 

railroad network from 1860 to 1900. Be sure to consider such factors as 

marketing, financing, locational patterns, and the influence of 

personalities. Assess the significance of the developing rail system for 

the state’s economy. 

2. Discuss the major changes in: (1) harvesting methods and technology and 

(2) business organization and marketing strategies experienced by the 

Wisconsin lumber industry between 1860 and 1890. 
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Unit 9 

Section B (Answer two questions.) 

3. Describe the geographic location of prime industrial areas in Wisconsin 

between 1860 and 1900. How would you explain the locational pattern that 

had emerged by the turn of the century? 

4. Discuss the significance of the forest cover in Wisconsin to the state's 

prosperity (considering all of its economic ramifications). Were there 

efforts to preserve some of these timber resources in the late 

nineteenth century? Why was it impossible to establish a sound 

conservation policy before the forests had been nearly destroyed? 

5. Discuss the diversification of Wisconsin's industrial base between 1860 

and 1900. What factors were responsible for the acceleration of 

manufacturing in this period? What were the results? 
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UNIT 10 

POLITICS IN THE GILDED AGE: OLD GUARD, ETHNICS, 

AND SOCIOECONOMIC PROTEST 

Until recently, it was commonplace for historians to assert the political 

sterility of the Gilded Age. Late nineteenth-century political activity seemed 

to lack the vitality of earlier decades. By most accounts, Wisconsin fit 

neatly into the traditional pattern, with its lumber and railroad interests 

calling the tune for the ascendant Republican Party. 

However, some modem students of the subject have tried to redress this 

imbalance in interpretation of the period’s political life. Such historians, 

aided by more sophisticated analytical tools, now stress the importance of 

politics to American citizens in the Gilded Age. A major contribution made by 

these scholars has been a new emphasis on the vital link between ethnicity and 

political discourse. 

Wisconsin offers an interesting laboratory for the testing of the revi¬ 

sionist findings. Nowhere were politicians more aware of the ethnic factor in 

politics than in the heterogeneous Badger State. Not only did voters care 

deeply about political issues, but the issues that most directly aroused their 

interest were often related to some aspect of ethnic consciousness. Hence, 

legislation such as the Graham and Bennett Laws was profoundly significant in 

shaping voter behavior at several points in this period. 

While ethnic concerns formed one basis for challenging the Republican 

establishment in Wisconsin, it is also true that economic problems sometimes 

exercised a comparable influence on voters. Hence, Granger activity, the 

Potter Law, Greenback-Labor Party agitation, a Democratic-Reform coalition, and 

finally Populism and Socialism all surfaced as part of a secondary theme of 

protest politics in late nineteenth-century Wisconsin. While such movements 

periodically appeared, they were characteristically of limited duration. 

In contrast, the spoilsmen and organizations, both Democratic and Repub- 

lican, were durable forces. In considerable measure, Wisconsin politics in the 
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Unit 10 

Gilded Age reflected the relative success enjoyed by the major parties in 

appealing to the ethnic groups that constituted the electorate. The political 

struggle of this era was also an extension of the Yankee-immigrant tension that 

has been an important theme in this course. Not until the 1890s did the poli¬ 

ticians and voters show signs of turning towards new economic and social issues 

and an alternative political consciousness. 

When you turn to the problem of Gilded Age politics, then, be especially 

aware of the ethnic impact on both the political parties and government. What 

types of issues emerged? What voter concerns did they represent? Which ethnic 

groups were most influential? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 339-397 

Wisconsin, My Home, by Ema Oleson Xan, pp. 3-113 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 359-361; 379-380; 396-397. 

Democratic Promise: The Populist Movement in America, by Lawrence 

Goodwyn, 1976. 

Matthew Hale Carpenter: Webster of the West, by E. Bruce Thompson, 

1954. 

The Labor Movement in Wisconsin, by Robert W. Ozanne, 1984. 

The Immigrant Experience in Wisconsin, by LaVem J. Rippley, 1985. 

The Granger Movement, by Solon Buck, 1963. 

The Life Story of Rasmus B. Anderson, by Rasmus B. Anderson, 1915. 

The Populist Revolt, by John D. Hicks, 1959. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 10 

Section A (Answer questions 1 and 2.) 

1. What were the major ethnic groups in Wisconsin by the 1890s? To what 

extent had immigrants become acculturated in various locations and envi¬ 

ronments? What factors worked for assimilation in Wisconsin? Which 

forces discouraged assimilation? 
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2. From your reading in Xan, develop an essay in which you discuss the 

experiences of the Olesons in adapting to life on a Wisconsin farm. In 

your essay explain what the major problems they experienced were and how 

they tried to deal with them. Consider how their earlier lives in Norway 

did and did not assist them in making the transition. 

Section B (Answer questions 3 and 4.) 

3. What evidence do you find of Republican Party dominance in Wisconsin 

politics from 1865 to 1896? To what extent did Wisconsin experience 

one-party rule? How do you explain the pattern of party control you find? 

4. Discuss the direct influence of ethnicity in Wisconsin politics from 1865 

to 1896. As evidence, select at least three prominent legislative issues 

or enactments that demonstrate the strength of ethnic forces in Badger 

State political life. How were these issues resolved? What was the 

significance of their resolutions? 

Section C (Answer one question.) 

5. What issues most concerned Wisconsin farmers at different points in the 

period from 1865 to 1896? To what extent were farmers a conscious and 

successful force in protest politics during these years? Give evidence, 

legislative, electoral, or otherwise, to support your conclusion. 

6. Discuss the influence of economic issues in the politics of protest in 

Gilded Age Wisconsin. Review the major "reform" movements in Wisconsin 

from 1865 to 1896, and discuss which of these were most affected by 

economic questions. Explain why. Which reformers seemed most cognizant 

of the future direction of reform politics in the state? 

7. Discuss the growth of organized labor in Gilded Age Wisconsin. What were 

its successes and failures? Provide an assessment of its strength as an 

important social, economic, and political force in this period. How 

would you account for its status? 
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UNIT 11 

ROBERT M. LA FOLLETTE AND THE RISE OF PROGRESSIVE: 

THE EARLY YEARS 

Wisconsin politics in the twentieth century has been marked by an indepen¬ 

dent strain, as well as a notable element of unpredictability. No person was 

more influential in establishing the state's political character than the Pro¬ 

gressive governor and later senator, Robert M. La Follette, Sr. His career 

coincided with a reform movement that sought to make government responsive to 

the citizenry in an age of economic transition. 

Confronted by a maturing industrial system, insurgent political leaders 

moved to challenge economic and political privilege as a new century opened. 

This new national reform movement drew inspiration from the experiences of 

Wisconsin Progressives, who were led by the popular governor between 1900 and 

1905. In these formative years, the insurgency expressed the hopes and demands 

of consumers and taxpayers who insisted upon new controls on concentrated 

wealth and a more open political system. 

Even before the new political consciousness had fully developed, a promi¬ 

nent Dane County Republican, ex-congressman Robert La Follette, had fixed his 

sights on the governor’s office. Working tirelessly to develop an insurgent 

organization. La Follette had become a force to be reckoned with in the Wiscon¬ 

sin party by the late 1890s. Finally, in 1900, an exhausted stalwart faction 

acquiesced in the reformer's nomination for governor on the Republican ticket. 

The party would never be quite the same again, nor would the politics of the 

Badger State be the same. 

Though La Follette's governorship established the Progressive concept in 

Wisconsin government, the movement did not reach fruition until Francis 

McGovern assumed the governor's chair. With La Follette in Washington, state 

politics moved further in a reform direction as new forces, such as Milwaukee 

Progressivism and Socialism, exerted an influence on the state movement. 
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Hence, Progressivism came to stress economic and social reforms not encompassed 

by the earlier program. 

Unit 11 focuses not only on the seedtime of Progressivism, but also on 

the flowering of reform at the state level. As you attempt to assess the 

Wisconsin movement, ask yourself what separated La Follette from other 

Republican politicians of the 1890s. What motivated him to embrace reform? 

From which elements in Wisconsin society and politics did he draw support? 

What were the concrete results of his governorship? And finally, how did his 

program compare with that of Progressives and radicals who emerged in 

Wisconsin after La Follette's departure for Washington? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 399-434 

Thelen, Robert M. LaFollette, pp. 1-124 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 416-418; 432-434. 

Businessmen and Reform: A Study of the Progressive Movement, by Robert 

Wiebe, 1962. 

Dimensions in Urban History: Historical and Social Science Perspectives 

on Middle-Size American Cities, by J. Rogers Hollingsworth and Ellen 

Jane Hollingsworth, 1979. 

Insurance Reform: Consumer Action in the Progressive Era, by H. Roger 

Grant, 1979. 

La Follette, edited by Robert S. Maxwell, 1969. 

Midwestern Progressive Politics, by Russel B. Nye, 1959. 

Robert Marion La Follette, by Fred Greenbaum, 1975. 

Socialist Party of America, by David Shannon, 1955. 

The La Follettes and the Wisconsin Idea, by Edward Doan, 1947. 

The Political Philosophy of Robert M. La Follette, by Ellen Torelle, 

1920. 

The Progressive Movement, by Benjamin Parke DeWitt, 1915. 

The Progressive Years, by William O’Neill, 1975 (Harper paperback). 
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The Wisconsin Idea, by Charles McCarthy, 1912. 

Twentieth Century Populism: Agricultural Discontent in the Middle West, 

1900-1939, by Theodore Saloutos and John D. Hicks, 1951. 
Wisconsin, by Fredric C. Howe, 1912. 

Wisconsin Voting Patterns in the Twentieth Century, by David Brye, 1979. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 11 

Section A (Answer one question.) 

1. Based on your readings in Thelen and Nesbit, how would you describe the 

sources of ethnic, political, geographic, and socioeconomic support for 

La Follette and the Wisconsin Progressives? 

2. Drawing on both Nesbit and Thelen, discuss La Follette’s reasons for 

adopting a reform program. As you examine his early political career 

(1880-1905), what do you believe separated La Follette from his 

Republican political colleagues? Are there similarities? How did he 

finally achieve success as an insurgent? 

Section B (Answer questions 3 and 4.) 

3. What were the major points in La Follette's reform program as governor? 

How did these points relate to his struggle against the political 

’’bosses" and the "machine"? To what extent did he object to political 

machines? Explain your response. 

4. Using the materials presented in Thelen, chapters 4, 5, and 6, describe 

the legislative program La Follette fought for in the U.S. Senate. How, 

as a national leader of the Insurgent Republicans, did the program he 

advocated, 1906-1916, compare with the issues he had championed as 

governor of Wisconsin? 

Section C (Answer question 5 and one other.) 

5. To what extent was La Follette able to control the Wisconsin Progressive 

movement after his departure for Washington? Compare the goals and 

achievements of his successors as governor with La Follette's own 

gubernatorial record. Explain the differences, the similarities, or both 

differences and similarities. 
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6. Discuss the role of urban interests in promoting social and economic 

change in Wisconsin from 1900 to 1914. Consider the contributions made 

by Socialists and Milwaukee Progressives to the cause of reform. What 

were their major concerns? Discuss the political and legislative results. 

7. What was meant by the use of the term Wisconsin Idea? Explain its 

implications for the function of the University of Wisconsin. What was 

the impact of the Wisconsin Idea beyond the state? 
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ETHNICITY AND THE POLITICS OF LOYALTY: 

THE IMPACT OF TOTAL WAR 

The victories of stalwart Republican Emanuel Philipp and Wilson Democrat 

Paul Husting in the 1914 gubernatorial and senatorial contests ushered in a 

period of political consolidation in Wisconsin. While the structure of 

Progressive government was not dismantled, few reform initiatives were 

launched under the watchful eye of Governor Philipp. 

To the surprise of many Progressives, the stalwart leadership exercised 

moderation in its retrenchment measures. The result was a model conservative 

reaction that fell far short of the housecleaning feared by reform Republicans. 

Perhaps more significant for the future of Wisconsin politics was the new 

reality of war in Europe. As the war increased in intensity, its impact on 

the American domestic front grew apace. Given the German background of many 

Wisconsin citizens, its influence was profound in the Badger State. 

Senator La Follette assumed an early and consistent position in favor of 

neutrality, a stance that served him well in his 1916 re-election bid. Once 

the United States was drawn into the conflict, the votes of La Follette and 

nine congressmen against the declaration of war marked Wisconsin as suspect in 

the eyes of patriots. Consequently, state loyalists spent the war years 

trying to reaffirm Wisconsin’s patriotism, sometimes committing excesses that 

stretched the fabric of traditional civil liberties. 

Under the pressure of war, German-Americans often suffered persecution due 

to their ethnic backgrounds. These attacks were part of a broader assault 

against German culture and all things German. Contemporary accounts suggest 

that super-patriots were most active in rural, small-town areas, but urban 

communities were not exempt. Socialists and antiwar Progressives were subject 

to denial of free speech, press, and assembly on more than one occasion. The 

impact of antiwar sentiment was most obvious in the remarkable political 
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resiliency of Socialist Victor Berger, whose continuing electoral strength 

appalled loyalists in state and nation. 

As you review this traumatic period, examine the course of Wisconsin 

Progressivism after 1914. Try to determine the reasons behind wartime 

attitudes. Evaluate the Wisconsin wartime record concerning civil liberties. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 435-455 

Thelen, Chapter 7 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 454-455. 

Bonds of Loyalty: German-Amerlcans and World War I, by Frederick C. 
Luebke, 1974 (Northern Illinois paperback). 

German-American Political Behavior In Nebraska and Wisconsin, 1916-1920, 

by Clifford Nelson, 1972. 

The Decline of Socialism in America, 1912-1925, by James Weinstein, 

1967. 

Victor Berger and the Promise of Constructive Socialism, 1910-1920, by 

Sally Miller, 1973. 

Wisconsin in the World Wax, by R. B. Pixley, 1919. 

The Decline of the Progressive Movement in Wisconsin, 1890-1920, by 

Herbert F. Margulies, 1968. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 12 

Answer all three of the following: 

1. Given the level of expressed animosity between Progressive Robert M. La 

Follette and Stalwart Emanuel Philipp, a marked retrenchment in progres¬ 

sive programs seemed predictable following Philipp's election in 1914. 

To what extent did such a retrenchment occur during Philipp's years as 

governor, 1915-1921? How do you explain his administration’s policies? 

2. Robert M. La Follette aroused intemperate condemnation and praise as well, 

both nationally and in Wisconsin, for his opposition to U.S. involvement 

in World War I. Explain why he so opposed U.S. participation in the war 
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from 1914-1918. Identify the groups of people who supported him and 

those who opposed him as a disloyal and dangerous American. 

3. Discuss the impact of World War I on Wisconsin's Socialists, anti-war 

Progressives, and people of German ancestry. Why did they experience 

such severe repression? 
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THE 1920S: SOCIAL CONFLICT AND POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY 

The profound impact of World War I did much to shape the society and 

political economy of Wisconsin in the 1920s. In many ways the postwar decade 

was a period of transition, during which new social, economic, and political 

configurations began to emerge on both the state and national scene. 

Though it grew unevenly, the state's economy became more centralized and 

industrialized by the end of the decade. A parallel trend saw the state become 

increasingly urbanized, while postwar farm population and income declined, then 

failed to return to 1919 levels. Economic uncertainty characterized the 

halting growth of the postwar era, as the watershed year 1929 approached. 

This underlying instability was accompanied by rising social tensions not 

unlike those found throughout American society in this period. The conflicts 

of wartime lay only slightly beneath the surface, and the shadow of social 

mistrust darkened Wisconsin political life. The struggle surfaced in disagree¬ 

ment over prohibition, Darwinism, and the Ku Klux Klan's peculiar brand of 

Americanism. 

While social issues divided Wisconsin citizens, the political stability 

once provided by vibrant Progressivism was no longer present. A mature, per¬ 

haps overripe Progressivism lost its firm hold on state politics. While the 

Progressive label continued to be vital to electoral success in many areas, 

stalwarts made new inroads into liberal strongholds. Most conspicuously, the 

loss of the governorship was symptomatic of the Progressive malaise. In a 

contradictory trend, voters transferred their affections from the elder La 

Follette to "Young Bob" after the patriarch's death. Such political confusion 

mirrored the social and economic instability characteristic of Wisconsin in a 

transitional era. 

Unit 13 focuses on some of the conflicts that emerged as Wisconsin 

citizens groped for a place in the postwar economic and political order. Are 
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there identifiable themes in this period? Or was it a decade without struc¬ 

ture? What was the nature and quality of the leadership that surfaced with 

the "changing of the guard"? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp.457-475 

Thelen, Chapters 8 and 9 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 473-475. 

"Election of 1924," by David Burner, in Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., and Fred 
Israel, eds., History of American Presidential Elections. 1789-1968, 

Vol. Ill (1971). 

Farm Crisis, 1919-1923, by James Shideler, 1957. 

Forest Land Use in Wisconsin, Wisconsin Committee on Land Use and 

Forestry, 1932. 

Harry L. Russell and Agricultural Science in Wisconsin, by Edward 

Beardsley, 1969. 

Perils of Prosperity, 1914-1932, by William Leuchtenburg, 1958. 

"Young Bob" La Follette, by Patrick Maney, 1978. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 13 

Section A (Answer question 1 and one other.) 

1. How did Progressivism in the 1920s differ from the movement in the period 

before World War I? Discuss the results of the elections of 1920 and 

1924. As you examine the strengths of Progressivism, explain why the 

reform movement retained substantial support in Wisconsin. 

2. Explain why and how Robert M. La Follette developed new political 

strategies in pursuit of Progressive ideals in the 1920s. 

3. Analyze La Follette*s 1924 campaign for the presidency, commenting on the 

groups supporting him, the effectiveness of his organization, his 

financial support, campaign strategy, and the reasons for failure. 
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A. Discuss the efforts of those forces in Wisconsin politics aligned against 

the Progressives during the 1920s. What were their successes and 

failures in the period 1920-1928? What did the results of the political 

struggle reveal about the evolution of the Progressive-Stalwart conflict? 

Section B (Answer question 5 and one other.) 

5. Trace the uneven performance of the Wisconsin economy from 1919 to 1929. 

What were the major problems encountered? What were the notable 

successes? 

6. Discuss the solution to the problems of cutover lands in northern 

Wisconsin finally devised by the legislature in the 1920s. 

7. Discuss the impact of the Ku Klux Klan on Wisconsin society. To what 

groups did it appeal? Why? 

8. What were the predominant trends in Wisconsin agriculture during the 

1920s? How did they relate to Progressive concerns? What were the 

economic results? 
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THE GREAT DEPRESSION: ECONOMIC HARDSHIP AND 

RESURGENT PROGRESSIVE 

The collapse of the national economy after the trauma of 1929 created 

unprecedented hardship for many Americans in the 1930s. As the nation slipped 

into depression, the economic distress deepened. Unemployment, wage cuts, 

mortgage foreclosures, falling prices, and bank failures became the hallmarks 

of the economic scene. The human impact of the crisis was equally dramatic as 

the jobless sought relief or joined the transient army that moved about the 

country in hopes of finding employment. It is commonplace to say that the 

depression generation carried the scars with it even after prosperity returned; 

but for many it was true. 

Not surprisingly, Wisconsin underwent the same harsh adjustment as did 

other states, though its diversified economy was something of an asset. Par¬ 

ticularly significant for midwestem agricultural areas was the Farm Holiday 

movement. Farmers whose troubles dated from the 1920s moved toward collective 

action, withholding produce, dumping milk, and inhibiting the normal foreclo¬ 

sure proceedings of the courts. Agricultural collectivism in Wisconsin was 

most evident in the actions of the Milk Pool, which conducted several strikes 

in 1933. While radical action was perhaps less prevalent in Wisconsin than in 

some other areas, the threat of rural revolt seemed real to many state 

observers. 

Although Wisconsin's social and economic experience in the 1930s had much 

in common with the ordeal of other Americans in other parts of the country, 

the uniqueness of Badger State politics was apparent. The stress of economic 

hardship produced the same outpouring of support for Franklin D. Roosevelt 

that occurred nationwide. Due to the moribund Democratic establishment in 

Wisconsin, however, liberalism again found expression through the heirs to the 

La Follette tradition, "Young Bob" and Phil. 
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Just as state conservatives seemed to have broken the hold of a middle- 

aged Progessivism on voter loyalty, the economic crisis revealed the limita¬ 

tions of their ideology. Another La Follette entered the political fray, as 

Phil launched his public career as a spokesman for responsible but vigorous use 

of governmental power. In three terms as governor, sometimes with substantial 

Progressive legislative support, he sought to again make Wisconsin a "labora¬ 

tory of democracy." Not entirely successful as a depression governor chafing 

at new federal restrictions, Phil eventually succeeded in alienating his own 

farmer-labor supporters, as well as more conservative critics who saw him 

seeking unwarranted executive authority. 

The Great Depression of the 1930s gave new life to the conservation move¬ 

ment in Wisconsin and in the United States generally. Many of the New Deal 

programs designed to provide work for the unemployed focused on such obvious 

needs as reforestation, the development of natural recreational facilities, 

and wildlife conservation. Soil conservation, erosion control, and stream, 

lake, and river management to enhance the utility of natural waters for power 

production, navigation, and recreation were all part of an expanded federal/ 

state effort to provide jobs and to conserve natural resources in a very 

utilitarian way. The 90,000 acre Coon Valley Watershed Project was a model 

for the nation in demonstrating soil and water conservation. The Soil Conser¬ 

vation Service selected the site in 1933. Federal personnel and University of 

Wisconsin faculty pooled their efforts to show how improvements in woodlands, 

wildlife, pastures, crop rotation, fertilization, contouring, terracing, and 

erosion control in gullies and stream banks, planned in a unified way, can 

serve both to conserve natural resources and to make them productive. This is 

just one example among the hundreds of conservation-oriented programs in 

Wisconsin in the depression decade designed for federal-state cooperation. 

Like all states in the nation, Wisconsin had serious environmental prob¬ 

lems resulting from a very casual, development-oriented period in its history 

dating back more than a century. You already know about the problems of the 

cutover and how the state was trying to solve them. Federal assistance in the 

1930s furthered that cause. Another environmental crisis of major proportions— 

the decline and loss of most of the commercial potential of the Great Lakes 

fisheries—pressed for attention but was largely ignored until the sea lamprey 

crisis of the 1940s and 1950s forced the Great Lakes states, the United States, 

and Canada to cooperate. 
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Here you will begin to read about another serious environmental concern 

of the 1930s through the 1960s, the deer/forest problem. Susan Flader's work, 

Thinking Like a Mountain, is assigned to give you the flavor of this partic¬ 

ular aspect of conservation efforts in the 1930s and at the same time to take 

note of an outstanding Wisconsin scientist and conservationist and a pioneer 

in ecological thinking about forests and Wildlife, Aldo Leopold, who began 

addressing the subject of deer overpopulation in Wisconsin during that decade. 

Not a popular figure among most Wisconsin people during his lifetime, he has 

grown enormously in stature as a pioneer in ecological thought since his death 

in 1948. Nationally recognized as a leading authority on game management in 

his lifetime, he drew the ire of Wisconsin residents because of his assessment 

of the deer/forest crisis in Wisconsin. A serious overpopulation of deer, as 

he stated, did exist and time vindicated his ideas about management, designed 

to correct the twin problems of suffering and starving animals and despoiled 

woodlands. Most people know him today as author of A Sand County Almanac, 

published posthumously, a classic in ecological thought. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 476-496 

Flader, Thinking Like a Mountain, preface, Ch. 1, and pp. 122-139 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 494-495. 

A Law-Making Laboratory, by Edwin E. Witte and Howard F. Ohm (Legisla¬ 

tive Reference Library), 1944. 

Cornbelt Rebellion: Farmer's Holiday Association, by John Shover, 1965. 

Fighting Editor, by William Evjue, 1968. 

Governor Philip F. La Follette: The Wisconsin Progressives and the Hew 
Deal, by John E. Miller, 1982. 

Milwaukee's All-American Mayor: Portrait of Daniel Webster Hoan, by 

Edward S. Kerstein, 1966. 

Politics in Wisconsin, by Leon D. Epstein, 1958. 

The Development of Labor in Milwaukee, by Thomas W. Gavett, 1959. 
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Black Milwaukee: The Making of an Industrial Proletariat, 1915-1945, 

by Joe William Trotter, 1985. 

The Insurgent Progressives in the United States Senate and the New Deal, 

1933-1938, by Ronald A. Mulder, 1979. 

The New Deal and the States, Federalism In Transition, by James T. 

Patterson, 1969. 

Wisconsin Industry and the Wisconsin Tax System, by George Leland 
Leffler. University of Wisconsin Bureau of Business and Economic 

Research Bulletin Number 3, 1931. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 14 

Section A (Answer two questions.) 

1. Describe state-level efforts made between 1930 and 1939 by the executive 

and legislative branches of government to combat the social and economic 

effects of the Great Depression in Wisconsin. How did these initiatives 

blend with New Deal programs and what did they reveal about the 

state-federal relationship in the 1930s? 

2. Discuss the evolution of Wisconsin Progressivism in the 1930s. What new 

departures were made? Why were new directions necessary and what were 

the end results? Your essay should account for the resurgence and 

decline of the movement. 

3. How was Wisconsin in 1930 different from the state at the turn of the 

century (in demographic and economic terms)? What were the political and 

social implications of these new realities? 

Section B (Answer one question.) 

4. Evaluate Phil La Follette’s personal contribution to Progressivism. 

Comment on his objectives, methods, and style of leadership. Explain why 

he was initially successful and why he ultimately fell from power. 

5. Discuss the fortunes of the Democratic Party in Wisconsin from 1920 until 

1940. How did the Depression affect its position in state politics? 

What was the state party's relationship to the Roosevelt Administration? 
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Section C (Answer two questions.) 

6. Briefly sketch Leopold’s career from the time he began his college 

education to the time that he resigned his position at the Forest 

Products Laboratory in Madison. 

7. By 1935 what did Leopold think the deer population problem in Wisconsin 

was? How had he learned about it? What did he then think should be 

done? Who supported him and who opposed his ideas? 

8. Define and explain Leopold's attitude toward the conservation work of the 

New Deal agencies undertaken in cooperation with the state of Wisconsin. 
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THE EMERGENCE OF THE MODERN ECONOMY: 

THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR II AND POSTWAR TRENDS 

Like many other states, Wisconsin experienced a sharp economic upturn as 

a result of the acceleration of defense spending after 1940. It is now clear 

that the war rescued the state and national economies from the depths of 

depression. Despite the profound change wrought by wartime demand, however, 

the social impact of World War II was not as dramatic in Wisconsin as in the 

other, more heavily industrialized neighboring states of the Great Lakes 

region. 

Nonetheless, the state was deeply involved in the war effort. Wisconsin 

firms manufactured a wide variety of war materials under federal contract, with 

shipbuilding and military vehicle production assuming significant proportions. 

So urgent was the wartime demand for labor that the rural-to-urban population 

trend, interrupted by the Great Depression, resumed its advance at a quickened 

rate. While the magnet of jobs drew rural youth to the cities, farm production 

also expanded under the stimulus of war. Assuming major significance as sup¬ 

pliers of needed foodstuffs, Wisconsin farmers increased their productivity 

dramatically between 1940 and 1945. In sum, the state’s economic contribution 

to the overall defense effort was substantial. 

Economic trends since 1945 have followed the pattern set earlier in the 

century. More diversified than that of some Midwestern states, the Wisconsin 

economy has continued to display a rather healthy balance, which has usually 

kept the unemployment rate below the national average. Less industrial than 

Illinois but less rural than Minnesota, Wisconsin occupies a middle ground in 

the regional economy of the Midwest. 

Despite this stability, the state's economy has not been without its prob¬ 

lems. As is true of other Midwestern states, Wisconsin has not shared propor¬ 

tionately in the growth of the "glamor industries" that fueled the development 

of the Sunbelt states. High-technology industries, such as electronics and 
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petrochemicals, have not found Wisconsin a prime location. And Badger State 

agriculture, though more successful than that of some other regions, has not 

shared fully in the economic expansion of the postwar era. Until recently, 

the economic ramifications of tax policy and limitations on industrial revenue 

bonding have also been matters of serious debate among economic planners and 

politicians. 

This unit concentrates on the problems and opportunities that exist in 

the mature Wisconsin economy. 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 497-516 

Flader, pp. 172-205, 261-271 

"Industrial Trends" and "Land Use," from Wisconsin Department of Resource 
Development, A Plan for Wisconsin, Madison, 1963 (see following pages 

in this Study Guide). 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 514-516. 

A Plan for Wisconsin, by Wisconsin Department of Resource Development, 

1963. 

Geography of Wisconsin Manufacturing, by Philip Sundal, Wisconsin 

Department of Resource Development, (February, 1963). 

The Chicago-Mllwaukee Corridor: A Geographic Study of Intermetropolitan 

Coalescence, by Irving Cutler, 1965. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway, by T. R. Hills, 1959. 

This Is Milwaukee, by Robert W. Wells, 1970. 

"Wisconsin’s Commerce," "Wisconsin’s Agriculture," and "The Cities of 

Wisconsin," in Wisconsin Blue Book, 1958, pp. 103-113; 129-147; 149-163. 

Wisconsin's Population: Changes and Prospects, 1900-1963, by Douglas 

G. Marshall, 1967. 
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INDUSTRIAL TRENDS* 

Dominant Industry Trends 

Sixty-one per cent of Wisconsin's economic activity is concentrated in ten 

dominant industries, each of which accounts for 4 per cent or more of the 

state's employment. This is not to say that industries outside these ten are 

unimportant; all contribute to the economic well-being of the state and the 

communities in which they are located. The ten dominant industries are partic¬ 

ularly significant, however, because they lead the economy; their past and 

present strengths and weaknesses, successes and failures, are reliable guides 

to the future economic trends of the state. 

While employment in the state as a whole increased by nearly 39 per cent 

during the period 1940 to 1960, three of the four dominant categories or clus¬ 

ters of industry groups expanded at rates well beyond this level. Machinery, 

for example, grew by about 163 per cent with the most dramatic changes taking 

place in electrical machinery (426.3 per cent). "Other manufacturing and con¬ 

struction" had the most moderate expansion rate (64 per cent) among the gener¬ 

alized dominant growth sectors of the state's economy. Paper, rubber, leather 

products, and metals were below this level, while construction and food proc¬ 

essing were above. 

Dominant service employment increased by 83 per cent, or more than double 

the state's job growth in the two decades. The leader was medical and other 

professional services (123.6 per cent). This professional group expanded 

rather uniformly in each of the two decades of the period. Educational employ¬ 

ment rose at more than twice the state rate, while selected retail activity, 

at 61.2 per cent, held most closely to the state growth level. 

Agricultural employment declined by 38.9 per cent in the two decades, the 

only dominant category to show a loss. 

Extractive Industries 

In the thirty-year period between 1929 and 1959 the value of Wisconsin's 

farm products more than doubled. Mineral production (important in Wisconsin in 

terms of sand and gravel, stone, cement, and iron ore, in that order) increased 

*From State of Wisconsin, Department of Resource Development, A Plan For 

Wisconsin, Madison, 1963, pages 13-18. 
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nearly four times in constant dollar value. Data for Wisconsin fisheries is 

not available but it is certain that there has been a decline in recent years 

due to the ravages of the lamprey eel in the Great Lakes. In current dollars 

the total value of the fish catch for the Great Lakes states increased from 

$6,050,000 in 1929 to $10,846,000 in 1950 and then dropped to $7,104,000 in 

1959. 

But while the extractive industries as a whole have shown continuing 

growth in terms of goods production they have been a declining source of 

employment for Wisconsin residents in both a relative and absolute sense. 

Thirty years ago, about five of every twenty people employed in Wisconsin 

worked in the "extractive" industries; today only two in twenty are farmers, 

fishermen, loggers, or miners. While total state employment increased by one- 

third in the thirty-year period, jobs in the extractive industries declined 

over 40 per cent. The discovery and exploitation of new natural resources in 

other parts of the world and the abandonment of exhausted or marginal resources 

within some sections of the state caused part of the decline in employment. 

But technological change is the main explanation; improved methods and machines 

have made it possible to produce more food and more products of mines and for¬ 

ests with less human labor. As a consequence, people have turned elsewhere for 

jobs. 

Thus, long-range employment prospects in Wisconsin depend not only upon 

how rapidly manufacturing and service industries will grow but also upon the 

extent to which technological advances in the extractive industries will con¬ 

tinue to replace labor. 

Preliminary estimates indicate a further decline of 43 per cent in agri¬ 

cultural employment by 1980. After that the possibilities are less certain. 

There is evidence that the dairy industry which now dominates Wisconsin agri¬ 

culture may be nearing a plateau as far as the introduction of laborsaving 

devices is concerned. The industry is already heavily mechanized and it may 

not be unreasonable to expect a slowing of technological advances and a stabi¬ 

lization of the industry's employed labor force. 

Iron mining in the entire Lake Superior region is expected to suffer con¬ 

tinued declines as a result of the relatively high costs of shipping and the 

availability of higher grade foreign ores. Continued increases in the output 

of sand and gravel are probable, but these are not expected to offset the 

declines in iron ore. 
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In the timber industry an increasing product is expected on the basis of 

an intensification of the reforestation program, the growth of existing stands, 

and other changes leading to a more productive forest and hence a higher 

allowable cut. 

Employment in the fishing industry is not expected to change signifi¬ 

cantly, although the value of the catch is expected to increase as measures to 

eliminate the lamprey eel are improved. 

Manufacturing Trends 

The growth of certain categories of manufacturing paralleled the decline 

of extractive employment, for the machines of Wisconsin's manufacturers, in 

part, replaced agricultural and forest labor. Even today, the industries that 

were, historically, "resource-oriented" bulk large in the state's manufacturing 

activity. In 1960 paper and leather goods (including rubber products) and food 

and kindred products accounted for 127,037 employees, or abut 8.6 per cent of 

the employed labor force of the state. A substantial part of the machinery and 

fabricated metal industries — accounting for 242,063 workers, or 16.5 per cent 

of the state's total employment in 1960— [was] devoted to the manufacture of 

farm machinery and to the production of machinery for the timber-related 

industries. 

But it is significant to note that a large part of these same machinery 

and fabricated metal industries are producing goods that are not primarily 

related to Wisconsin’s natural resources or markets. Some of the more striking 

examples of this are motor vehicles, heavy construction equipment, and missile 

guidance systems manufacturing. Although these are relatively recent examples, 

the expansion of Wisconsin’s supply and market bases has been in progress for 

more than fifty years. In this process the southeastern and east central 

sections of Wisconsin have become integral parts of the chain of industrial 

and urban development that history has forged around the Great Lakes. The 

proximity of Chicago, the third largest metropolitan area in the nation, has 

had an enormous influence on the economic development of Wisconsin. The main 

significance of such factors is that Wisconsin is capable of compet- ing for a 

broad range of industry types—types that formerly found locations in other 

states of the Midwest more attractive. 

57 



Unit 15 

TRENDS OF ECONOMIC DOMINANTS OF 

STATE OF WISCONSIN, 19A0 -I960 

Dominants 

Employment 
1960 

Percent 
of State 

Employment 
1960 

Percent 
Change 

1940-1960 

MACHINERY 182.370 12.4% 163.3% 

Machinery (electrical)* 51,125 3.5 426.3 

Motor vehicles* 43,882 3.0 147.8 

Machinery (except 
electrical) 84,363 5.9 108.8 

AGRICULTURE 167.177 11.4 -38.9 

SERVICES 294.631 20.1 83.0 

Selected retail 131,427 8.9 61.2 

Professional, medical 
and related services 90,584 6.2 123.6 

Education (public and 
private) 72,620 5.0 86.5 

OTHER MANUFACTURING 
AND CONSTRUCTION 258,447 17.6 64.1 

Construction 71,717 4.9 81.8 

Paper, leather goods, 
and rubber 63,671 4.3 54.8 

Food and kindred 63,366 4.3 66.0 

Primary and fabricated 
metals 59,693 4.1 54.2 

DOMINANT TOTAL 902.625 61.5% 25.9% 

*Electrical machinery and motor vehicles combine to form a dominant at 6.5 

percent 
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Wisconsin's rates of industrialization over the past three decades, as 

measured by increases in both employment and value added by manufactures, have 

been holding up well in comparison with the other major industrial states of 

the Midwest, such as Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio. The state's 

economic position should be strengthened as a consequence of a series of recent 

events that will tie Wisconsin closer to sources of raw materials and markets 

and add to its other locational advantages. These events include: opening of 

the St. Lawrence Seaway; improvements in air transportation service to Wiscon¬ 

sin cities; extension of the new liquid and gaseous products pipelines into the 

state; construction of the Interstate Highway network; recent modifications of 

the state tax system favorable to business enterprise; and the growing shortage 

of industrial water in many parts of the nation, adding to the advantage of 

locations adjacent to the practically limitless fresh water supply of the Great 

Lakes. 

Preliminary estimates for the machinery industries indicate that a 52 

percent increase can be expected between 1960 and 1980, and a 35 percent 

increase between 1980 and 2000. For the other dominant manufacturing catego¬ 

ries and the construction industry, preliminary studies show a 22 percent gain 

between 1960 and 1980, and a 20 percent gain in the last two decades of this 

century. 

But while the secular growth prospects for Wisconsin as a whole are 

encouraging, the future economic development of the state is not without prob¬ 

lems . An important one concerns the machinery and metal-working industries, 

which bulk so large in the current total employment picture and in the growth 

outlook of the economy. It is common knowledge that durable goods industries 

are cyclical in their employment trends and some are peculiarly adaptable to 

automation. While automation potential is not necessarily a negative charac¬ 

teristic in the employment sense, it has time-bomb traits that warrant close 

watching. To the degree that the markets of Wisconsin's machinery industries 

can be oriented somewhat more strongly toward nondurable goods, the extremes 

of cyclical swings will be lessened. In this respect, the prospects are not 

especially bright. 

In nondurable goods, the moderate growth rate in food processing has 

already been referred to. In addition, the equally important paper, leather, 

and rubber goods industries show potential growth rates lower than that of 

food processing. Hence, these dominant branches of manufacturing cannot be 
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relied upon to redress the imbalance in the economy which is being magnified 

by machinery and metals. Therefore, the state's future economic development 

is likely to take on more of the characteristics of the major industrial states 

in the Midwest and to be marked, with the passage of time, by sharper cyclical 

fluctuations. 

Trends in the Service Trades 

Of all the dominant categories of economic activity in the state, the 

growth rates of the service industries are the most impressive. While the 

employment of the state increased by about one-third from 1930-1960, the serv¬ 

ice industries grew a startling 82 percent, increasing their proportion of 

total state employment from 36.1 percent to 4 7.7 percent. 

Out-of-state patronage of Wisconsin's educational, medical, and retail 

establishments is significant in absolute terms but small in relation to the 

total generated by the state's inhabitants. Most of the service activities are 

consumer-oriented and the increases in employment have been linked primarily 

to the distribution of population in cities and towns. Some potential exists 

for the expansion of out-of-state patronage, particularly in the tourist 

industry. This last factor plus the growth of population and income will push 

the selected service industries into the lead in the future economic develop¬ 

ment of Wisconsin. In the next twenty years the educational, medical, and 

retail categories are expected to increase by 45 percent, followed by a 31 

percent increase between 1980 and 2000. 

Trends and Potentials Within the State 

The geographic patterns of economic activity in Wisconsin have been 

determined by a combination of factors favoring the east central and south¬ 

eastern sections. 

In the other sections, some or all of the following basic factors exist: 

early exploitation of timber resources, relatively infertile soils, severe 

climate, limited growing season, rugged topography, depletion of or lack of 

substantial mineral reserves, distance to markets, limited access to the Great 

Lakes, and lack of capital. By way of comparison, in each of the east central 

and southeastern areas are found some or all of the following factors: exten¬ 

sive areas of prime agricultural soils, more temperate climate, a longer 

growing season, proximity to the great industrial and consumer markets of 
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Chicago and the Midwest, considerable reserves of sand and gravel, extensive 

access to the Great Lakes, and available capital. 

These basic factors go far to explain why 70.6 percent of the state's 

employed labor force is located in the east central and southeast sections of 

the state, and why these two sections increased their share of the state's 

total employed by 7.6 percentage points in the past thirty years. They 

provide a general explanation, too, for the lower personal incomes and per 

capita property values and the higher unemployment rates and per capita state 

aids paid to inhabitants of the five outlying sections as compared with the 

east central and southeast sections of the state. . . . 
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LAND USE* 

Farm Production and Income 

With a dollar volume of almost one billion, agriculture is second only to 

manufacturing as a contributor to the economic wealth of the state. The total 

value of farm products sold is now the highest on record, and is increasing at 

a rate of more than twenty million dollars annually. 

Past trends in the sources from which farmers realize their income show 

that Wisconsin’s agriculture has emphasized dairying and livestock production 

for many years and will probably continue to do so in the future. Dairy and 

livestock products today account for nearly 90 percent of farm income from 

agricultural production and represent an ever-increasing share of farm income. 

Land Use Trends 

In the past twenty-five to thirty years, the total amount of land devoted 

to various agricultural uses has not changed appreciably (roughly 60 percent 

of the total) statewide, but significant shifts have occurred among the various 

uses. Wisconsin's farm land is being used much more intensively; farmers are 

shifting from the less productive uses such as pastured woodland and "natural" 

pastureland, to more highly productive cropland and nonpastured woodland. 

The changes in acreage do not tell all the story, of course, for in addi¬ 

tion to putting land to its most productive use, farmers have been getting much 

more out of the land they do use. Acreage yields in the three feed crops that 

contribute most heavily to the state's dairy and livestock industry demonstrate 

this. In 1935, Wisconsin farmers harvested thirty-five bushels of grain com 

per acre. In 1961, the yield more than doubled, to seventy-three bushels per 

acre. Silage com yields climbed from eight tons per acre to eleven and a half 

tons. Oat yields went from thirty-two bushels per acre to fifty-six bushels 

and tame hay production from about two tons per acre to two and a half tons. 

Many things affect the suitability of the various regions of a state for 

agriculture, but three factors have a particular bearing in Wisconsin: soil, 

climate, and accessibility to markets. These three elements have combined to 

make Wisconsin a preeminent dairy and livestock state and to put southern and 

*From State of Wisconsin, Department of Resource Development, A Plan For 

Wisconsin, Madison, 1963, pages 38-39. 
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eastern Wisconsin far ahead of most other areas of the state. Precipitation 

occurs about equally over the state, ranging from about twenty-eight to thirty- 

two inches annually, but there is a variation of at least forty days in the 

growing season between the north and south. There are smaller, discontinuous 

areas of good agricultural land in the western part of the state, mainly along 

the Mississippi River. But the overwhelming share of prime agricultural soils 

is located south of Green Bay and generally east of Madison. These locations 

are close to the major population centers of the state—Milwaukee, Racine, 

Kenosha, the Fox River Valley and Madison—where they are sought after for both 

agricultural and nonagricultural uses. Northern and central Wisconsin have a 

few large areas of good agricultural land. Indeed, poorer soils and a shorter 

growing season in these areas sharply restrict their agricultural potential. 

Overall, soil capabilities in the northern and central areas are 30 to 40 

percent lower than those of the rest of the state. 

Land Use Problems 

Marginal Farms. Farm income levels in the state also reflect the favor- 

ability of certain areas for agricultural production. Seventeen of the state’s 

twenty counties ranking highest in farm and farm managers' incomes are in 

southeastern Wisconsin. (The remaining three are within the Minneapolis, Eau 

Claire and Wausau market areas.) On the other hand, nineteen of the state's 

twenty counties ranking lowest in the farm income are in the north and central 

parts of the state. Many farm operations in these areas are marginal or sub¬ 

sisted farms; they add very little to the state’s agricultural production or 

productive capacity, and often require more in the way of public services than 

they can pay for in taxes. The development of plant strains that can either 

withstand hardy climates or mature quickly may provide a solution in some 

areas. But, in other areas, marginal farms should be consolidated into 

economic units or small woodlot forestry, and on- and off-farm recreation 

activities. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 15 

Section A (Answer questions 1 and 2 and one other.) 

1. Describe the influence that the World War II economic upturn had on 

Wisconsin's economy since 1945. 
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2. What were the major problems facing Wisconsin manufacturing in the postwar 

era? What attempts have been made to solve them? with what results? 

3. Discuss the changes made in Wisconsin agriculture between 1940 and 1980. 

What aspects have remained stable over the years and what new trends have 

emerged? What are the primary problems modem farmers have encountered? 

4. What has been the significance of location, distance, and geography in 

the postwar development of the Wisconsin economy? What steps were taken 

to deal with resource and marketing problems? 

Section B (Answer one question.) 

5. How have Wisconsin industries dealt with problems relating to their 

resource base since 1945? with what results? 

6. It is often said that the family farm is on the decline. To what extent 

is this true in Wisconsin? Explain your response, in light of postwar 

agricultural trends. What direction will farm organization and invest¬ 

ment take in the future? Why? 

7. Discuss the role of natural resources and environmental integrity in the 

Wisconsin economy from 1945 to 1980. Why have they been significant? 

What efforts have been made to preserve and enhance these resources? 

with what results? 

Section C (Answer both of the following questions.) 

8. Indicate the nature and extent of obstacles facing Leopold in his efforts 

to implement a system of controlling the deer population in Wisconsin 

during the 1940s. Be sure to identify groups, individuals, and agencies 

which were supportive and those opposed to his ideas. What were their 

motives? 

9. Describe the "crime of ’43" and trace the subsequent regulations for deer 

seasons which earned for Wisconsin by the mid-1960s the reputation for 

having "one of the best systems of deer herd management in the nation." 

(quote from Flader, p. 261.) 
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WISCONSIN IN OUR TIMES: SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 

CHANGE IN THE POSTWAR ERA 

Students of Wisconsin history generally agree that the state's politics 

in the twentieth century have been unique, due to the combined influence of the 

La Follette tradition, the Milwaukee Socialists, and periodic attempts to cre¬ 

ate a farm-labor coalition. The persistence of an independent tradition has 

recently surfaced in the effort to preserve the open primary as a feature of 

the Wisconsin electoral system. Even more significant in the postwar era has 

been the emergence of a strong two-party system, highlighted by the establish¬ 

ment of the modem Democratic Party. 

Rising from the wreckage of the moribund Progressive Party and the tradi¬ 

tional Democratic Party of opposition, the new Democrats worked assiduously 

toward the goal of major party status. Their task was eased considerably by 

the presence of Senator Joseph McCarthy, who provided a convenient target and 

became a unifying force in the 1950s. Moving in to fill a notable vacuum, the 

fledgling Democratic Organizing Committee presided over the marriage of lake- 

shore area liberalism and outstate Progressivism, which ended in the birth of 

the Democratic Party of recent times. 

A critical factor in this new political coalition was the participation 

of a militant labor movement. Rooted in the old Socialist tradition, labor in 

southeastern Wisconsin had always displayed a measure of political conscious¬ 

ness. In the 1930s unionists had entered into an uneasy coalition with rural 

interests in support of La Follette Progressivism, but the tie was short-lived. 

Despite the limitations imposed on it by the Employment Peace Act of 1939, the 

labor movement experienced substantial growth in the 1940s. This expansion was 

not without some bitterness, such as that present during the extended Kohler 

strike of the 1950s. The lean and hungry movement—led into the new Democratic 

coalition by Dan Hoan in the 1940s—had reached a plateau in its development by 

the 1970s, by which time unions were a part of the establishment in a collec¬ 

tively bargaining society. 
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As workers gained new affluence, however, pockets of poverty remained a 

part of the Wisconsin scene. The black community of southeastern Wisconsin, 

though growing and prospering in relative terms, still seeks full integration 

and economic parity with its white neighbors. Similarly, Native Americans 

continue to experience economic deprivation unknown to most state citizens. 

Typical has been the case of the Menominee, who are only now beginning to 

recover from the economic and social damage incurred as a result of the termi¬ 

nation of reservation status. A small but growing group of Hispanics has 

become increasingly assertive in recent years. Building upon the gains made 

by migrant workers, they have begun to focus attention on the problems of 

Latinos as an urban minority, as well. 

As you complete Unit 16, try to assess the impact of the wartime experi¬ 

ence on the social and political development of modem Wisconsin. By what 

process has the state assumed its current character? To what extent has 

Wisconsin in the postwar period conformed to national trends? What are the 

residual elements of uniqueness? 

REQUIRED READING 

Nesbit, pp. 517-535 

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

See Selected Bibliography, Nesbit, pp. 533-535. 

Benchmarks In Wisconsin Politics: 1956 and 1976, by Angela S. Burger, 

1975. 

Education In Wisconsin, by James I. Clark, 1958. 

How Wisconsin Voted, 1848-1972, by James Donahue, 1974. 

McCarthy and McCarthyism in Wisconsin, by Michael James O’Brien, 1980. 

Madison’s Battery Workers, 1934-1952: A History of Federal Labor Union 

19587, by Robert Zeiger, 1978. 

Senator Joe McCarthy, by Richard Rovere, 1959 (Harper paperback). 

Senator Joseph McCarthy and the American Labor Movement, by David 

Oshinsky, 1976. 

The Intellectuals and McCarthy: the Radical Spector, by Michael Paul 

Rogin, 1967. 
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The Migrant Labor Problem In Wisconsin, by Elizabeth Brandeis 

Raushenbush, April, 1962. 

City With a Chance, by Frank A. Aukofer, 1968. A lively account of the 

Civil Rights Movement in Milwaukee. 

"The State and Labor Relations," by Arvid Anderson, Wisconsin Blue 

Book, 1958, pp. 129-147. 

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT 16 

Section A (Answer question 1 and one other.) 

1. Trace the development of the Wisconsin labor movement since 1933. Assess 

the significance of state and federal legislation in shaping the state 

labor movement. 

2. To what factors would you attribute the reputation of southeastern 

Wisconsin (and Milwaukee in particular) as a strong union area? What 

have been the results, political and economic? 

3. Discuss the Wisconsin labor movement since 1933 as a politically 

conscious force. What has been the state labor movement's influence on 

the character and direction of state politics? 

Section B (Answer question 4 and one other.) 

4. Discuss the evolution of the two-party system in Wisconsin from 1938 to 

present times. What factors were responsible for significant changes? 

5. Discuss the significance of the Progressive tradition in Wisconsin 

politics since 1938. Where have Progressives found a political home? 

What have been the results for contemporary politics in Wisconsin? 

6. How and when did Joseph McCarthy emerge as a prominent figure in 

Wisconsin politics? What was his significance in the development of the 

party system and party strength in the postwar era? 

Section C (Answer the following question.) 

7. The two decades following 1954 are notable in American history as a 

period of protest and reform in which minorities and women sought greater 

social, economic, and political equality. Identify the minority groups 

most obviously involved in the search for greater justice and equality in 

Wisconsin, and indicate the nature of their grievances. 
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CONCLUSION 

As a result of your work in this course, you should by now have noted 

that there are many areas in which Wisconsin has undergone experiences 

national in scope. Yet the state has been unique in other ways, particularly 

in its aberrant political tradition. At this point, you should be able to 

reflect upon Wisconsin's historical development with a measure of detachment. 

Similarly, you may well consider the future implications of the state's 

historical experience. 

By the 1980s the state had reached a mature stage in its growth. The 

economy remained strong, partly as a result of its continued diversification. 

The burning issue of the 1970s—the tax climate—had been partly resolved by a 

decade of modest tax reform. Industrial revenue bonding, business property 

tax exemption, broad property tax relief, and indexation of income taxation 

had all been achieved between 1970 and 1980. The new challenges of the 1980s 

involve energy, environment, productivity, and planning for orderly growth in 

a changing economy. Historically, Wisconsin has often occupied a creative 

role in meeting national problems. Whether the state will again emerge as an 

innovator is the unanswered question of our day. 

ASSIGNED READING 

In preparation for the final examination go back over all the assigned 

readings for the course. Review carefully, noting major ideas and developments 

in the time periods covered by each unit. Next, try to identify themes or 

trends that may be traced over the years from period to period. Consider the 

similarities and differences in the way these themes emerged in different 

eras. This review strategy will aid you in preparing for the final 

examination. 
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Conclusion 

FINAL EXAMINATION 

The final will be similar to the midcourse examination in format. 

Emphasis will be placed on post-Civil War developments, though you may have 

questions that cover the entire scope of the course. You are responsible for 

all assignments, but a major purpose of the final examination is to insure 

that you understand the subject matter as a whole and relate section to 

section. 
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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-EXTENSION / INDEPENDENT STUDY 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUPERVISED FINAL EXAMINATION (UNIVERSITY CREDIT) 

Please read the following instructions very carefully if you are required to take this examination: 

OBTAINING THE EXAMINATION 

To obtain the exam, fill out the form below, detach only the form, and send it to Independent Study Exam Office, 
432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI 53706. The exam and exam booklet will be supplied directly to the approved 
proctor, and you will be notified when it has been sent. You must then make arrangements with the proctor to take the 
exam within four weeks from the date the exam was sent. If you are in the Madison area, the Independent Study Exam 
Office should be the chosen proctor, unless special circumstances such as location or scheduling prevent it; check the 
box on the request form. You will be notified when your exam is ready and can make arrangements to take it by calling 
(608) 262-8661. NOTE: If you have a disability and would like to make special arrangements, please indicate your 

needs on a separate piece of paper and attach it to this form. 

QUALIFIED PROCTORS FOR UNIVERSITY CREDIT EXAMS 

This examination must be taken under the supervision of a proctor; the responsibility for obtaining a proctor rests 
with you Generally, proctors do not charge for this service. In all cases, the choice of a proctor is subject to approval 
by the academic department offering the course, and the exam will be sent only to the proctor’s work (official) address, 

which is to be noted on the exam request form. 

Acceptable proctors include university or college registrars, deans, counselors, or professors, high school principals 
or counselors; directors of educational services at universities, correctional institutions, or within the armed services; 
certified librarians in a supervisory position; or the delegated official of a university testing center. If you have to take 
the exam in a foreign country, you may request, as your proctor, a local director of educational services or an officer ol 

the U. S. Embassy or Consulate. 

REQUEST FOR FINAL EXAMINATION (UNIVERSITY CREDIT) 
Dale you submitted this form _ 

NOTE: All required assignments must be completed and submitted before vou will be allowed to take this examination. 

Please print information: 

Student’s Name__Address_ 
Strcet/Box 

City State ZIP Country 

Course in which exam is desired History U448-390 History of Wisconsin 
Course number Course name 

Reason for taking course: University credit High school credit No credit Other 

Suggested proctor (Be sure to make arrangements with the proctor before submitting this form.). 

Name_Title -- 

Proctor’s qualifications for acceptability (see above list) 

Institution ___ 

Address 
Street/Box City State ZIP 

Proctor’s phone i 

Check here [ | if you wish to take the exam at the Independent Study Exam Office. 

DO NOT SEND THIS FORM WITH A WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT! 

Country 
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To be detached and mailed to Independent Study, 

University of Wisconsin-Extension, 

432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI 53706 

REQUEST FOR TRANSCRIPT1 

If you wish to have a Transcript issued at the successful completion of your course, 
fill in the following form. Your Transcript will indicate college credits, high school credits, 
continuing education units (CEUs), or VTAE credits that you have earned through 
satisfactory completion of a University of Wisconsin—Extension Independent Study course. 

College credits earned will be transferred either to the Office of Admissions or the 
Records Office of the University of Wisconsin or to other educational institutions upon 
completion of the following form. Please mail this form separately; do not include it with an 
assignment. Transcripts are automatically sent to Wisconsin high schools for students who 
have obtained the signed approval of a school official on their Application for Enrollment 
form, so if you are one of these individuals, you need not fill in this form. 

Name Date 

Address ZIP 

Course for which Transcript is desired History U448-390 History of Wisconsin 

Date enrolled _ Date of course completion _ 

Transcript to be sent to 

Street address _ 

Citv _ State ZIP 

($3.00 will be charged for each Transcript requested. Payment must accompany the request. Send 

check or money order, payable to UW-Extcnsion. Price subject to change; see Student Handbook.) 

JTo have credits earned during a summer or vacation period transferred to the Office of Admissions or 

the Records Office of the University of Wisconsin in time for registration, you must complete all work, 

including the examination, at least two weeks before the opening of a semester. If credits have not been 

transferred by the time you make out your semester program, you may ask your advisor to telephone 

Independent Study at (608) 262-8662 to verify course completions. 
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To be detached and mailed to Independent Study, 

University of Wisconsin--Extension, 

432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI 53706 

REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION 

A Certificate of Completion is automatically issued for any successfully completed 
business or economics course. A course is considered successfully completed when you 
have satisfactorily fulfilled all requirements for the course. 

If you have successfully completed a course other than business or economics, you 
will need to fill out and send in the following form to obtain one Certificate, for which there 
is no charge. However, $1.00 will be charged for each additional certificate you request. 
Payment must accompany your request; make check or money order payable to UVV- 

Extension.) 

To obtain one or more additional Certificates for a business or economics course, 
you will also have to fill in the form, and send $1.00 for each Certificate. Please mail this 
form separately; do not include it with an assignment. 

Name Date 

Address ZIP 

Course for which certificate is desired History U448-390 History of Wisconsin 

Date enrolled Date of course completion 

Certificate to be sent to_ 

Street address_ 

Citv State ZIP 
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WHAT’S NEXT? 

You are one of more than 10,000 students currently enrolled in University of Wisconsin- 

Extension’s Independent Study Program. 

Now, as you finish this course, why not explore the many opportunities offered through this 

program? Over 450 courses are available in such diverse fields as foreign languages, business, 

mathematics, history, art, English, physics, philosophy, social studies, and economics. 

Credit. You can take university-level credit courses toward a degree, high school courses for 

credit toward a diploma, courses earning Continuing Education Units (CEUs) for professional 

advancement, and courses for credit in the Wisconsin Vocational, Technical, and Adult Education 

System. Some of these courses contain audiotapes for enhanced learnmg and educational enrichment. 

Directed Study. Some academic departments at the University of Wisconsin-such as French, 

History, and Spanish-offer a directed-study option, either for university credit or for continuing 

education units. These are individualized courses designed to serve your special needs. For further 

information, check the Independent Study Catalog. Arrangements must be made with the academic 

department before you register for a directed-study course. 

Certificate Programs. You may also be interested in one of our certificate programs. The 

General Studies Certificate recognizes a student’s accomplishment in completing 30 semester credits in 

the humanities, social sciences, and other college credit fields. The Certificate of Achievement 
recognizes a student’s accomplishment in completing 30 semester credits of the student s choice. 

Certificate programs are also offered by the Business and Economics unit in the areas of general 

business, smalTbusiness, accounting, purchasing, and personnel management. No special application 

process is required. You can even sign up after you’ve completed one or more courses. 

Personal Enrichment. Or if you just want to stretch mentally, to learn for the joy of learning, you 

can pick am course that appeals to you and take it because you’ve always wanted to learn more about 

the subject. Our Independent Study Catalog is filled with numerous learning opportunities. 

Additional Information. To obtain a free Catalog, or for advice on making a learning decision, 

write the Adviser to Students, 209 Extension Building, 432 North Lake Street, Madison, WI ^3706, or 

call (608) 263-2055. If you’d like to stop by, come anytime from 7:45 to 11:45 a.m. or from 12:30 to 4:30 

p.m., Monday through Friday. 

Please send me a copy of vour Independent Study Catalog. 

Name 

Street Address or P.O. Box Number 

Citv . State ZIP 

I am interested in the following: college credit ; high school credit : continuing 

education_; VTAE credit_; certificate programs_ 

professional development 

; directed study ; 
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