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INTRODUCTION 

In 1988, the city of Marinette, with funding from the National Park Service, 
commissioned an intensive survey of the historic resources within the corporate 
limits of the city. The identification and the evaluation of existing properties 
potentially eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places was the 
major objective of the survey and research project. 

The Marinette survey consisted of five major phases: field survey, intensive 
architectural and historical research, preparation of an intensive survey, report 
and publication, and preparation of a National Register Nomination. Survey 
results were placed in the files of the Historic Preservation Division of the State 
Historical Society in Madison. 

Conducted property by property and street by street, the intensive survey of 
Marinette identified approximately 589 properties of architectural and historical 
interest built, for the most part, prior to 1938. The following criteria, as set forth by 
the United States Department oflnterior and the Historic Preservation Division of 
the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, were used to determine the architectural 
and historical merit, that is, the National Register potential of each of the 
Marinette properties surveyed. 

The following criteria are used to guide the State, Federal agencies, and the 
Secretary of the Interior in evaluating entries for the National Register. 

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, and 
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association, and: 

A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history; or 

B. That are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or 

D. That have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory 
or history. 
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HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

The first recorded inhabitants of the Menominee River Basin were a small 
Algonquin tribe known as "the wild rice people.,, Journals of seventeenth and 
early eighteenth century explorers describe a tribe of about forty to eighty men 
living in a single village at the mouth of the Menominee River. By the 1820's, the 
Menominee numbered about 500 men, and were scattered throughout a dozen 
villages in Wisconsin. Between 1670 and the early 1800's, various explorers, fur 
traders and missionaries visited the area as they passed by on the water routes of 
Green Bay and the Menominee River. 

The first known white settler on the Menominee River was Stanislaus Chappu, or 
Chappee, a French-Canadian fur trader who operated a log trading post at the site 
of Marinette between 1794 and 1824. Another fur trader, William Farnsworth, 
arrived at the Menominee River basin in 1822. Two years later he usurped 
Chappee's position as the area's fur trader as he forcibly ejected Chappee from his 
trading post with the help of nearby Chippewa Indians. 

Farnsworth and his Native American common-law wife, Marinette, after whom the 
city is said to have taken its name, operated the trading business from the log post 
for several years. Farnsworth's companion, who was sometimes referred to as 
Queen Marinette, acquired considerable skill in managing the fur trading business. 
Marinette became virtually solely responsible for the business, as Farnsworth 
began to devote time to other pursuits. Farnsworth associated with Charles Brush 
in a business venture, which marked the beginning of a new industry that would 
dominate the Menominee River Basin for the next fifty years. In 1832, the partners 
erected a water-powered sawmill at the foot of today's North Raymond Street. 
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Queen Marinette's home, built 1832 Dunlap Square -1887 

A second sawmill was constructed on the river in 1841, which was followed by 
several more in the next few years. In 1856, the New York Lumber Company built a 
steam-powered sawmill at Menekaunee, now Marinette's east end. A small 
community of boarding houses began to grow around each of the mill centers. The 
need for lumber to build the fast-growing cities of Milwaukee and Chicago, along 
with the large expanse of available timber in the pine stands near Marinette, 
provided the impetus for major sawmilling activity along the Menominee River. 
Realizing the enormous potential of the Menominee River pineries, eastern 
lumbermen began arriving to exploit the regions's white pine resources. 

Corner of Main and Liberty - 1887 Main Street- 1887 
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Isaac Stephenson 

Isaac Stephenson arrived in Marinette in 
1858, when he purchased a quarter interest in 
the North Ludington Company sawmill. 
Over the next sixty years, Stephenson 
became a town supervisor, county board 
chairman, justice of the peace, member of the 
state legislature, a U.S. senator, publisher of 
the Milwaukee Free Press, instigated the 
construction of the Sturgeon Bay Ship Canal, 
and owned iron mines in Michigan's Upper 
Peninsula. 

He donated the Stephenson Public Library to 
the city, built the Stephenson Block, the 
Lauerman Brothers Company Department 
Store, and founded the Stephenson National 
Bank. 

As lumbering prospered, so did Marinette. In 1853, the city's population was 478; by 
1860 the number of people in the growing community had reached 3,059. Between 
1890and1900, the population soared from 7,710to 16,195. Marinette' slumber boom 
reached its zenith about 1895. Two dozen sawmills lined the Menominee River, and 
other lumbering-related businesses prospered in Marinette, including sash, door 
and blind factories, planing mills, and box factories. 

Marinette, in 1900, was the tenth largest city in Wisconsin. It had a new 
courthouse, city hall, opera house, two hospitals, a street railway, more than a 
dozen hotels and boarding houses, thirty saloons, and major industries, including 
the Marinette Iron Works, Marinette Flour Mill, the A. W. Stevens farm implement 
company, and the M & M Paper Company. 

As the lumber boom period began to fade, the once prosperous sawmills began to 
close, and most of the sawmill-related buildings were either razed, dismantled and 
moved, or burned in fires and not replaced. The last Menominee River log drive 
occurred in 1917, and the last lumber company sawmill closed down in 1931. 
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ARCHITECTURAL OVERVIEW 

No buildings or structures from the earliest periods of Marinette' s recorded history, 
the Indian settlement, and fur trading periods remain. However, archaeological 
remnants of an Indian camp, village and various cemetery sites, within the present 
boundaries of the city were surveyed and supporting documentation filed with the 
State Historical Society. 

Virtually nothing remains either, in terms of industrial buildings, from the lumber 
industry that dominated Marinette and the local economy from about the mid­
nineteenth through early twentieth centuries. Old photographs of the city show 
that a typical lumber mill at about 1900 would have consisted of a complicated 

Isaac Stephenson mill and river view - 1887 
I 

massing of several attached buildings, varying in size and ranging from about 
one-to-three stories in height, usually multi-gable and shed-roofed and board-sided. 
Many of the photographed mills had large milk bottle-shaped incinerators, perhaps 
four or five stories in height, and a tall, thin smokestack or two. These were 
rough-looking, functional industrial sites, and, for the most part, little attention 
was given to any architectural embellishments. Most ofMarinette's lumber mills 
were razed, dismantled or not rebuilt after fires struck, and the lumber industry 
began its decline at the turn of the century. 
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One of the most significant buildings remaining from Marinette's logging era is the 
former office of the Menominee River Boom Company, located at 2157 Riverside 
Avenue. Organized in 1867 by Isaac Stephenson and others, the company (origi­
nally called the Menominee River Manufacturing Company) was a consortium of 
local lumbermen organized to control log drives on the Menominee River. 

The firm built and controlled forty dams 
on the Menominee and its tributaries. 
According to Menominee River Memo­
ries, the building at 2157 Riverside 
Avenue housed the boom company's office 
from 1888 until 1927, when the firm is said 
to have closed. The two-story brick build­
ing is now a residence. 

Menominee River Boom Company office 

Another significant remnant of Marinette's logging era is a cluster of five houses 
along Cook Street said to have been moved to that location in the early 1900's from 
Merryman Island in the Menominee River when the "Merryman Lumber Camp 
and Mill" closed. The houses, part of what a 1975 building inventory lists as the 
"Merryman Island Lumber Settlement," are vernacular Italianate in style 
with distinctive window and door trim detailing. They are located at 1001 - 1017 
Cook street. 

Former Merryman Island worker housing 
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Another lumber-related site in Mari­
nette is the Marinette Lumber Yard 
near the Menominee River. It was not 
determined if wooden storage build­
ings surveyed at the site were once 
connected with any sawmilling or 
other wood-related manufacturing 
industry. 



Former Charles Goodman House Isaac Stephenson's daughter's house 

Some of the mansion-scale houses built by Marinette's lumber company owners 
and operators still exist in the city. One, for example, is the former Goodman house, 
a three-story Georgian Revival structure with carriage house at 311 State Street. 
Another example is a Tudor / Elizabethan Revival sty le house on Riverside Avenue, 
one of two houses said to have been built by Isaac Stephenson for his daughters. 

Marinette's downtown commercial center reflects the architectural charm and 
grace of the city's boom years of 1880 to 1910, and, as it presently exists, should be 
considered a strong candidate for the National Register of Historic Places as a 
historic district. 

Focal points for the district would include the Dunlap Square Building, a fascinat­
ing two-story, three-turreted commercial brick structure with a High Victorian 
Italianate design on two sides and a Richardsonian Romanesque style on two 
others; and the Lauerman Brothers Company building, a three-story Chicago 
Commercial style department store completed in 1904. 

Another focal point would be the Stephenson Public Library, a two-story Bedford 
stone Neoclassical building built in 1902. All three buildings are located at 
Marinette's principal downtown intersection, where some half-dozen streets con­
verge at the foot of the Interstate Bridge, a balustrade concrete structure completed 
in 1928. 
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Dunlap Square Building - North Facade 

Lauerman Building 

Stephenson Public Library 

Dunlap Square Building- Southwest Corner 
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Other historic buildings, located along and near Hall Avenue and Main Street, in 
downtown Marinette include: 

The former 0. A. Haase clothing and shoe store at 1812 Hall Avenue. 

The oldest portion of the Stephenson National Bank and Trust, 1820 
Hall Avenue, a two-story stone Neoclassical building. 

The five-story Marinette County Courthouse completed in 1942. 

The former Arlington Hotel building, 2128 Hall Avenue, built in 
1890. 

The depots of the Chicago and North Western and Milwaukee Road 
railroads, crossing Hall A venue at Hattie Street. 

The Mission Point Block, now Elks Club building, at 430 Bridge 
Street. 

The First Church of Christ Scientist, at Stephenson and Liberty, is a 
two-story brick Neoclassical building built in 1899. 

A three-story brick High Victorian Italianate retail-office building 
at 1701 Dunlap Avenue said to once contain, in part, Marinette­
Menominee's first telephone exchange and now used by Lauer­
man's for storage. 

The adjacent Lauerman Brothers Company Wholesale building at 
Hall Avenue and Main Street. 

The former YMCA, also Colonial, building at 1529 Main Street, a 
two-story Richardsonian Romanesque structure built in 1892. 

A series of High Victorian Italianate commercial structures, includ­
ing the Haase Shoes store and the Bay Area Fitness Center, in the 
1700 block of Main Street. 

The Masonic Temple building at 1610 Main Street, a two-story Neo­
classical construction built in 1907. 
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Stephenson National Bank and Trust 

Former 0. A. Haase Store 

Marinette County Courthouse 

Milwaukee Road Depot Chicago and Northwestern Depot 
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Mission Point Block First Church of Christ Scientist 

Three-story Victorian Italianate Lauerman Brothers Storage Building 

Colonial Building High Victorian Italianate Fronts 
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Masonic Temple 

0. A. Haase Shoes 

Professional Building 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Another much smaller commercial area of older buildings exists today in what was 
once the principal business district of the separate fishing community ofMenekau­
nee, now Marinette's east end. Most significant here, in terms of historic architec­
ture, are the Menekaunee Variety Store, a two-story Italianate structure; the 
Marine House, a large two-story partially board-faced building used for a tavern 
and apartments and said to have once been a hotel that possibly catered to fisher­
men and sailors; and the Aerial Company, a toiletries and barber supply firm 
located in a two-story brick vernacular industrial building. 

Menekaunee Variety Store Marine House 

Marinette has several churches which are historically and/or architecturally 
significant. The principal candidate here would be the grand, twelve-sided Holy 
Family Catholic Church, formerly St. Joseph's Catholic Church at Carney Boule­
vard and Stanton Street, a brick Romanesque Revival structure with a combination 
of multi-gable, dome, hip and shed roofs, large cupola containing a statue (presum­
ably of St. Joseph), and large stained glass arched windows with lobes fashioned 
in circular flower patterns. The interior of the church's dome roof features stained 
glass. The building is said to have been built in 1891 by Marinette's French­
speaking community. 
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St. Joseph's Catholic Church First Trinity Lutheran Church 

Several historic church properties remain in the city reflecting the rich social and 
architectural attitudes of their time. Historic church properties include: 

St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 917 Church Street, with its Tudor/ 
Elizabethan Revival former rectory building. 

The Neogothic Revival St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
at 1402 Main Street. 

The High Victorian Gothic, though altered, Trinity Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at 1509 Thomas Street. 

The Neogothic Revival First Trinity Lutheran Church and 
rectory at 920 Wells Street. 

The Neoclassical First Church of Christ Scientist at Stephenson 
and Liberty Streets. 

A small wooden church building at 1059 Marinette A venue now 
used as an antique store. 

The former Swedish Baptist Church at 902 Elizabeth Avenue. 

The Peace United Church of Christ at Tenth and Elizabeth Street 
is a High Victorian Gothic and built in 1893. 
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National Register of Historic Places potential also exist for a number of 
Marinette schools, namely: 

The three-story brick Neoclassical Marinette Catholic Central High 
School at 1200 Main Street and the related Marinette Catholic Cen­
tral Convent, a three-story brick Colonial Revival building which 
was razed in 1987. 

The Georgian Revival former Garfield Elementary School at 1615 
Carney Boulevard. 

The three-story Collegiate Gothic Marinette Middle School at 1010 
Main Street, a former junior high school built in 1921. 

The Art Deco, former Lincoln Elementary School, 1232 Garfield 
Avenue. 

The Pine Street Holy Family School, an altered three-story brick and 
granite stone Richardsonian Romanesque building razed in 1987. 

Marinette Catholic Central High 

Marinette Middle School 
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Lauerman House Hood House 

In addition to the downtown commercial buildings and Marinette's churches and 
schools, National Register potential exists for perhaps four residential areas, 
reflecting, in part, the city's late nineteenth-early twentieth century growth years. 

The first area is along Riverside Avenue and the Menominee River and contains at 
least a dozen primarily large-scale houses with Register potential. Included here 
are the Neoclassical "Lauerman House" converted to a bed and breakfast inn; 
the Shingle Style "Hood House" with an unsurveyed Shingle Style carriage 
house; the former office of the Menominee River Boom Company; and the "Isaac 
Stephenson, Daughter's Houses." Also in this district are the Riverside 
Avenue memorials to Isaac Stephenson, "Queen Marinette" and Marinette's 
first sawmill. 

Isaac Stephenson's Daughter's House 

Queen Marinette Monument 

17 



A possible second residential historic district could center near and along nearby 
State Street. The area contains at least twelve houses; again many of them are 
large-scale, including the F. J. Lauerman House at 383 State Street, the only 
Marinette building currently listed in the "Register." Also the "Merchant 
House" at 317 North Raymond, possibly one of Marinette's oldest (circa 1870) 
houses and said to have been built of slave-made bricks transported from Virginia; 
the Hansen-Onion-Martell Funeral Home, formerly the Francis A. Brown house, 
610 Marinette Avenue, a large Queen Ann structure; the Charles Goodman House, 
311 State Street and carriage house; and the former C. A. Goodman house, 325 State 
Street. 

F. J. Lauerman House Merchant House 

A small pocket of at least five houses along and near Stephenson Street northwest 
of the downtown area could constitute a third National Register residential 
district. 

They are at 307 Jefferson, 309 Jefferson, 1947 Stephenson Street, 1940 Stephenson 
Street and 1930 Jefferson Street. Altogether, the major historical architectural 
styles in the Riverside Avenue, State Street and Stephenson Street areas vary, 
ranging from Queen Anne to Colonial Revival, Gothic Revival, Italianate, Tudor 
/ Elizabethan Revival, Neoclassical, American Foursquare, Craftsman/ Arts and 
Crafts, Shingle Style, Bungalow and even Art Moderne. 
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Yet a fourth residential historic district potential exists for the area along Cook 
Street containing the cluster of five houses said to be from the "Merryman Island 
Lumber Settlement." 

Throughout the rest of Marinette, housing styles are largely, but certainly not 
without exception, vernacular forms, often with some Italianate influence. Ver­
nacular buildings are those built by local residents and contractors using local 
traditional materials and designs. Common vernacular styles include one and 
two-story, clapboard sided gabled ell or front gabled forms often with bracketed bay 
and Italianate window heads. 

A nice example of the Italianate influence on a vernacular style is the property at 
309 Merryman. In addition to complementary Italianate styling, a common feature 
of Marinette houses, in this case for both vernacular and high-style architectural 
forms, is a limestone or granite stone foundation. The granite possibly came from 
quarries said to have been developed in the later part of the nineteenth century by 
William Amberg near Athelstane and Amberg in north central Marinette County. 

Limestone quarries once existed near Sturgeon Bay in Door County, only about 
eighteen miles from Marinette by boat across Green Bay. In the Menekaunee area 
of Marinette near the bayshore, at least part of which is said to have once been 
swampland, the house foundations can be quite high, ranging up to about four feet 
above ground. 

Vernacular style with Italianate High limestone foundation 

19 



Because of the lack of population growth in Marinette this century, the city has 
relatively few new residential areas. The majority of the housing dates to about 
pre-1930, a visual street-by-street analysis indicates. In addition to being vernacu­
lar in style, the vast majority of the city's old houses are wood frame and gable­
roofed; many are covered with modern asphalt, asbestos, aluminum/vinyl, and 
board siding, some of which detracts from the buildings' historic appeal and some 
of which seems consistent with the original designs. 

A sizable number of the vernacular residences still retain their original wood 
exteriors, and many of these buildings have been well-maintained over the years. 
Located within the areas of vernacular houses are formal high-style residences. 
Some of the better vernacular and high-style residences have National Register 
of Historic Places potential, as indicated on the architectural-historical recon­
naissance survey inventory cards. 

Also inventoried for the Marinette survey were industrial buildings. Worth noting, 
among others, are the former Marinette Knitting Mills building, Daggett Street and 
Pierce A venue, said to have been constructed by the Lauerman Brothers in 1909; 
Joe's Cheese House, 1905 Dunlap Avenue, now a retail-storage facility, but was 
used for cheese manufacturing; the former Marinette Excelsior and Wrapper Com­
pany, now the American Excelsior Company, 1900 Church Street; and the 
Romanesque Revival C. L. Lovig Company rubber clothing manufacturers build­
ing, 1353 Main Street. 

Among a variety of other sites surveyed were: 

What possibly may be the only existing log structure in Marinette, a 
small (and altered) barn at 2500 Lincoln Street. 

What may be the only complete old farmstead remaining in the city, 
consisting of a side-gabled board house, a board barn and machine 
shed, a board chicken house and a privy at 2128 Sixth Street. 

The partial Art Moderne Marinette General Hospital. 

The city's sewerage and water utility buildings, the latter a regret­
tably altered Romanesque Revival. 

A Tudor/Elizabethan Revival "English cottage" gas/service sta­
tion built about 1921 and the Mickey-Lu Bar-B-Q on U.S. 41 
(Marinette Avenue) on the central-west side of the city, a restaurant 
dating to perhaps the 1940's. 

Three cemeteries: Forest Home, Woodlawn and Calvary. 
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SIGNIFICANT MARINETTE BUILDINGS 

Address Historic N arne Date 

383 State Street Lauerman Residence (1902) 

1975 Riverside Avenue Joseph Lauerman Residence (1910) 

1700 Hall Avenue Stephenson Public Library (1902) 

1713 Dunlap Street Lauerman's Department Store (1904) 

1820 Hall Avenue Stephenson National Bank (1901) 

1821 Hall Avenue Dunlap Square Building (1902) 

1701 Dunlap Street Lauerman Storage Building (1899) 

2125 Riverside Avenue Fred Carney Residence (1895) 

2607 Riverside Avenue Hood House (1905) 

2157 Riverside Avenue Menominee River Boom Company (1888) 

325 State Street A. Goodman House (1903) 

1746 Stephenson Avenue First Church of Christ Scientist (1899) 

430 Bridge Street Mission Point Block (1901) 

1919 Riverside Avenue Maggie Hodgins Residence (1885) 

1931 Riverside Avenue Mary Brown Residence (c1887-89) 

2115 Riverside Avenue I. K. Hamilton Residence (1890) 

311 State Street J.B. Goodman Residence (1900) 

610 Marinette Avenue Francis A. Brown House (1898) 

1529 Main Street Colonial Building (1892) 

1353 Main Street Hamilton-Merryman Lumber Company (1881) 

Former Fred Carney Residence - 1895 
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SIGNIFICANT MARINETTE BUILDINGS 

Address 
1001 Cook Street 
1005 Cook Street 

1011 Cook Street 
1015 Cook Street 

1017 Cook Street 

317 North Raymond Street 

2108 Hall Avenue 

2112 Hall Avenue 
2116 Hall Avenue 

1713, 17, 19 Main Street 
1610-1616 Main Street 

83 State Street 
1723 Main Street 

915 Elizabeth A venue 

1422 Tenth Street 

At Hall Avenue 
At Hall Avenue 

1554 Main Street 

1402 Main Street 
1223 Carney Boulevard 

28 West Hosmer Street 

Historic Name Date 

Five houses once owned by the Merryman Island 
Lumber Company, worker houses moved from island 
to present site. 

Calix Merchant House 

D. J . Bell 
Arlington Hotel 

F. Rock's House 
Martineau Building 

Gustav Reinke Company 

Masonic Temple Block 

0. A. Haase Shoes 
Sacred Heart (Polish) Catholic Church 

Evangelical Friedens (German) Church 

Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Depot 

Milwaukee Road Railroad Depot 

Professional Building 

St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church 
St. Joseph's Catholic Church 

Menekaunee Variety Store 

(1880's) 

(1890's) 

(1890) 
(1885) 

(1887) 

(1907) 
(c1870) 

(1883) 

(1893) 

(1893) 

(1875) 
(1895) 

(1895) 

(1890) 

(1895) 

(1888) 

Calix Merchant House 
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DOWNTOWN MARINETTE HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Address Name Date 
430 Bridge Street Mission Point Building (1901) 
1700 Hall Avenue Stephenson Public Library (1902) 
1812 Hall Avenue Goodfellow Store (1898) 
1818 Hall Avenue Stephenson National Bank & Trust (1901) 
1712 Vine Street Dunlap Square Building (1902) 
1701 Dunlap Street Marinette Telephone Company (1890) 
1746 Stephenson Street First Church of Christ Scientist (1899) 
1713 Dunlap Street Lauermans Department Store (1904) 
1 723 Main Street 0. A. Haase Shoes (1883) 
1705 Main Street Bay Area Fitness (1844) 
1701 Main Street First National Bank of Marinette (1889) 
Main Street Vacant 2 story commercial (1940's) 
1633 Main Street Sneakers (F. R. Skubitzke) (1884) 
1629 Main Street New Traditions (1910) 
1625 Main Street Heider Wallpaper & Paint (1910) 
1619 Main Street Bell Store (1884) 
1617 Main Street Feldstein's Jewelers (1884) 
1609-11 Main Street Prescription Optical Boutique (1884) 
1607 Main Street Nylands (1884) 
1601 Main Street Knight Kap/ Baker Studio (1895) 
Corner Main/Wells Emporium Antique 
1545 Main Street Couvillion Optical 
1541 Main Street Kinder Korner 
Main Street Bill's Barber Shop 
1535 Main Street H&RBlock 
1529-33 Main Street Colonial Building (1892) 
1554 Main Street Dr. J. T. Carns Professional Building 
1610-12 Main Street Masonic Temple/ Paul's Music (1907) 

Cho's Black Belt 
1618 Main Street Globe Furniture Store (1888) 
1620 Main Street Globe Comfort Shop (1888) 
1636 Main Street Munro's Jewelers/ Kym's Jewelry (1940's) 

Shoppe 
1 708 Main Street Emmons-Napp Office Products (1895) 
Main Street Vacant 2 story commercial (1895) 
Main Street Farmers & Merchants Parkway (1970) 

Entrance 
1 726 Main Street Blohm's Appliance Repair (1910) 
1728 Main Street Vacant 1 story commercial (1970) 
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