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EARLY HISTORY OF KEWAUNEE COUNTY

From the Indians to the Immigrants

Years before Columbus arrived, Kewaunee County was occupied by
Indians, principally of the Potawatomie tribe. Authority for
this came from the lips of Chief Simon Kahquado®s whose family
ruled the territory for many generations as Potawatamie Chiefs.
Chief Simon was born in 1851 at Black Earth, an Indian village
located about 8 miles south of Kewaunee in Carlton. The exact
location was probably near the present day Tisch Mills. It was
at Black Earth that fﬂe Indians grew their crops. Other villages
were primarily for fishing and hunting. Chief Simon stated that
Kewaunee was a principle Indian village for more than 600 years.
He died in 1930. We are indebted to Simon for the facts
pertaining to that early history which was not witnessed by a
white man and which might not otherwise have been recorded.

On the hill to the north of the river a fierce Indian battle
occurred in which a whole tribe was exterminated. 1In the past,
many Indian mounds and graves were located on the hill. Up until
the late 1890's, this area was used as a park. In the ensuing
years, relic hunters uncovered many relics from these mounds.
Later the plow and finally the bulldozer destroyed all evidence
of Indians on this hill. Located in the museum are several old
photos of the park and an Indian skull recovered when the
Rewaunee shipyards were built in the early 1940's. )

In September 1699, after the death of their chief O-nong-hisse,
the Potawatomies living in Kewaunee abandoned the Kewaunee
village and moved to the Green Bay country, that is, the country
in Door and Kewaunee Counties along the shore of the bay -
probably near Red Banks.



During this period 1660-1670, numerous French explorers and
Jesuit priests visited the regions of both Lakes Superior and
Michigan. Kewaunee entertained in its Indian village, Marguette,
LaSalle, Hennipin, Radisson, deTonty, and St. Cosme, and probably
many other unnamed fur traders and trappers. It is the writings
of these early explorers who also confirmed the existence of
Indian villages at Washington Island, Kewaunee, Black Earth,
Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Milwaukee and Chicago on the western shores
of Lake Michigan.

To us in Kewaunee, the name of Father Marquette is much more
familiar than that of any other "Black Gown". Indeed, he is the
best known of these religious men and his name is always linked
with that of the fur trader and explorer, Louis Joliet. In May
1673, the two men began their trip down the Wisconsin River into
the Mississippi. On their return, they crossed Illinois and
entered Lake Michigan where they followed the western shore
northward. On reaching Sturgeon Bay they crossed Green Bay and
returned to DePere. Joliet returned to Quebec to make his report
and Father Margquette returned to visit the Illini Indiane. It
was probably on this return trip that he visited Kewaunee and
said mass on Novemer 1, 1674. He worked with the Illini until he
became ill. He was returning to Fort Mackinac along the eastern
{Michigan)} shore when he died and was buried at the mouth of the
St. Joseph River (some sources say at Ludington, MI).

LaSalle and Hennipin visited the area in 1679. Father St. Cosme
arrived with deTonty in 1699 when the Indians had already started
to move from their Kewaunee village to the Green Bay country.

During the entire period from the early 1600’'s to 1796, the
Kewaunee region was visited and occupied by trappers, traders,
and Indians. Permanent settlers in Wisconsin were few and far

between and were primarily at military forts established by the
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French and later the English. Fort Howard in Green Bay being the
nearest to Kewaunee.

After the Seven Years War (1756-1763), called the French and
Indian War by Americans, the British took contrel of all lands
from the East coast westward to the Mississippi River. Spain
controlled the area west of the Mississippi.

However, events elsewhere resulted in a further change in
ownership of our region. The British were defeated in the
Revolutionary War and the United States of America was founded.
At the Treaty of Paris in 1787, England officially transferred
all their land westward to the Mississippi, except for Canada, to
the United States. The eastern half of Michigan and all of Ohio
became the Northwest Territory. The remainder of Michigan,
Illinois and Wisconsin were part of the Indiana Territory. Its
capital was Vincennes and its population was 5461; including 65
at Prairie du Chien and 50 at Green Bay.

The first settlement in Kewaunee made by a white man was not
until 1796 when Jacques Veau established a trading post upon the
bluffs north of the Kewaunee River, later known as the "Duvall
Farm". The remains of the building could be seen as late as
1856-57. Veau later established a permanent trading post at
Milwaukee. He also became the father-in-law of Scolomon Juneau,
the founder of Milwaukee.

In 1809, Indiana and Michigan became separate territories and
Illinois and Wisconsin were designated as the Illinois teirority.
The eventual splitting of Illinois and Wisconsin was the subject
of much debate. Chicago became part of Illinois. When Illinois
became a state in 1818, Wisconsin was transferred back into the
jurisdiction of the Michigan territory. From 1796 until 1830,
little of interest or development tock place except for the
Indian maidens visiting the post of Veau to secure the cclorful
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calico to use in preparing their wedding dresses.

It must be noted that even though Wisconein was a part of the
United States, laws and customs remained those of the French and
Indianse. Numerous complaints were made by citizens of the
territory regarding the British fur trading and the loss of
revenue to the territory because of unpaid duties by the British.
This was only a part of the reason for the War of 1812 with the
British. However, after 1812, British domination in the area
lessened considerably.

In 1833 Kewaunee really took its place on the map, thanks to the
fellow who thought he had discovered gold in the marsh at
Kewaunee. The word of this find spread far and fast and the
price of land scared. In the spring and summer of 1836, Joshua
Hathaway, government deputy surveyor in Milwaukee, laid out and
platted the site for the future metropolis of Kewaunee. In
September of the same year, a sale of lots and options was
announced in the Milwaukee Advertizer the sale to take place in

Chicage. The scheme worked and individuals paid as much as $1000
for a bottomless acre in the swamp. The mad dash for land left
the records in the land offices in a mess and it took years to
quiet the titles by quit-claiming, delinquent tax sales and
lawsuits. Among those who invested were Gov. James Doty, Salmon
P. Chase, and John Jacob Astor. The unfortunate part of the
entire episode is that the men bought before a test could be
made. As has happened before, the "ore" was iron sulfide, more
commonly known as "fools" gold.

A plat map of the city of Kewaunee showing all the lots including
those in the swamp is located in the Museum storage room at the
Courthouse. A plat along the lake front was indexed on the map
as a park or public commons.: The translation of the Indian name
"Kewaunee" that was given to the newly laid out plat has never
been definitely agreed upon. Some claimed that is from the
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Algonquin "wild duck" while others said that it stood for the
Indian way of saying "go around" for our river from its outlet
was very deep, swamp lined, and crooked. However, Mrs. Helen
Kuehl, who knew Chief Simon Kahgquados personally, says that he
told her that it was from the Potawatomie meaning "We are lost".
He explained that often, when the Indians were on the lake, they
might find themselves enveloped in fog. Their cries "Kewaunee -
Kewaunee" led Indians on shore to respond and the sound of their
voices helped the others find their way back to lahd.

On July 3, 1836, Wisconsin became a territory. The census of
August 1836 revealed a total of 11,683 inhabitants; Iowa County
5234, Milwaukee County 2893, Brown 2706, and Crawford B850.

Kewaunee County was at that time a part of Brown County.

The first practical settlement of which there is knowledge was
made by Montgomery and Patterson, a Chicago firm, immediately
after the government survey by Hathaway in 1837. The firm built
a sawmill on the river here, but closed it shortly because
supplies could not be brought in to keep the men and equipment
going. The mill was taken over by John Volk who came here from
Illinois in 1842. He took a prominent part in the early
political, social and business affairs of the community. Volk is
generally credited with being the first white settler to
permanently locate in Kewaunee. His son was the first white
child born in Kewaunee County. The Volks today live in the
Oconto area. A descendant of the Volks recently was elected

state representative from Forest County (Wabeno}.

Volk proceeded to repair the mill and began operation. The
following year he prepared and shipped his first cargo on a
vessel he built himself. He floated the craft along the lake for
more than 200 miles to Chicago, which took him weeks. For a
number of years he operated under great difficulties and

handicaps. Because his was the only establishment in the
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viecinity, it was difficult to secure vessels. He struggled along
until 1850 when he built a pier out into the lake and from that
time on schooners made regular stops here. His courage, patience
and hard work accounted for others coming here.

Wisconsin itself was becoming more "civilized" and its population
was growing as workers came to operate the sawmills. Just eleven
years after achieving status as a territory, Wisconsin became a
state on May 29, 1848.

The lumber industry marked the second stage of the economic
development of Kewaunee County, the first being the fur trade.
Kewaunee County was part of the great forest region covering the
northern part of the United States. In 1834, 90% of the land
area was covered with timber but by 1938 only 20% was timber and
most of that second growth.

On April 16, 1852, Kewaunee County was created. However,
organization of the county did not occur until November of that
year. Even then, the first County Board meeting was not convened
until November 11, 1856, four years later.

"There will be a meeting at the home of John Volk at the mouth of
the river on May 10 to organize the town of Kewaunee". This
notice was posted in 1852 by three pioneers, Hugh Ritter, John
Volk and Abraham Hall. At that time the town of Kewaunee was the
entire county. Sixteen men from three settlements met and cast
their ballots. John Volk, John McNally and Orrin Warner were
elected supervisors. BAbraham Hall was elected clerk, John Volk,
treasurer, Abraham Hall, superintendent of schools, and Hugh
Ritter, assessor.

On December 12, 1853, the Town Board of Kewaunee acting as a
County Board resolved to divide the county into three towns.
The town of Sandy Bay extended eight miles north from the
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Manitowoc line to the present limits of Kewaunee and west to the

Brown County line.

The town of Kewaunee extended B8 miles north from Sandy Bay and
west to the Brown County line. The remainder of the county to

the Door County line was to constitute the town of Wolf.

The earliest settlers in Wisconsin as well as neighboring states
were primarily Yankees moving westward from the established
eastern states. The majority were of English, French, Irish or
Scandanavian descent. Only a relatively small percentage were
true immigrants, i.,e. coming directly from the old country to the
Midwest. Of course, Wisconsin also had its contingent of

leftover French and Indians.

A succession of ‘events in Europe resulted in the first large wave
of immigrants in the 1850’s. These were the potato famine in
Norway and Ireland, the second French revolution in 1858, and
successive years of bad harvests in Germany, the Low Countries.
As a result, the bulk of initial immigrants into the country were
Germans (mostly Prussians), Belglans, Hollanders, Irishmen,
Norwegians, with a smattering of Bohemians and Polish.

In 1853, Kewaunee began to take on the aspects of a real
settlement and during that year, James R. Slauson whe helped make
history in Kewaunee and who made what was termed by many a
fortune here, arrived. Others who settled at that time were Seth
Moore (grandfather of the agronomist Ransom Moore), Charles
Dikeman, Wojta Stransky and Joseph Duvall. )

Al Vibber who was among the first to come and who was the last of
the old settlers to die, told many tales of early life here. Hé
gaid that when he came to Kewaunee from Chicago, he was put off
at Two Rivers by the boat captain because of heavy seas and he
with a companion rode horseback to Kewaunee along the beach. The
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mill which occupied the site of the coast guard station and four
cabins in a clearing made up the entire settlement. That was in
1852.

In the month of July 1851, James M. Sprague, Adolph Manseau, and
Hiram Coggswell purchased a tract of 1,620 acres of land in the
present town of Carlton and began the construction of a sawmill
about one mile south of what was later known as the McNally farm
settlement. This venture brought new settlers ‘into the town.
McNally claimed to be the first person to enter a homestead in
the county with a view of permanent settlement. 1In 1852 he
constructed and operated in partnership with his father-in-law,
Mr. Ritter, a sawmill on Thornapple Creek near its mouth which he
operated for more than ten years. On the other hand Bradford R.
White claimed to have been a settler at Carlton prior to any of
the others. He "took up" a tract of land near the McNally
settlement upon which he lived many years afterward. The
original settlers were Yankees, coming from the east as well as
from other sections of Wisconsin.

In 1855, a settlement of Germans was founded south of the
Kewaunee settlement and was made up of Frederick Tegge, John
Dobbert, Charles Popp, Ludwig Martin, Chas. Brockman, Frederick
Pilgrim and just west of Kewaunee, Lowell Fischer, and Art
Calhoun started clearings. From there west to a point now known
as Moore’'s bridge was wilderness, until one came to the Moore
home (birthplace of Professor Ransom Moore) near the river.
Near the Moores lived Louis Vilett, a Frenchman, and on the river
at the foot of the Montpelier Hill lived Barney ﬂadeéu. The
lakeshore road north of Kewaunee to Algoma was long and lonesome
and had but one or two clearings.

The first white man to explore the Ahnapee River or Wolf River,
with a view to settlement was a Major Joseph McCormack. Major
McCormack coasted along the lake shore north from Manitowoc in
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1834, entered the Ahnapee River and sailed up the stream nine
miles to the place known as "McCormack’s Land"”, where he settled
some seven years later. The settlement of Ahnapee began in 1851.
On June 27 of that year, two men, Edward Tweedale and John M
Hughes, with their families arrived at the mouth of the Ahnapee
River. Seven days later, Orrin Warner and his family arrived and
the settlers began to prepare homes in the wilderness. This may
be considered the first permanent settlement in the town of
Ahnapee. Abraham Hall, a native of New York State, was.at
Racine, Wisconsin, as early as 1848, and two or three years later
entered the employ of John Volk. In his travels about Kewaunee
County locating pine, he bdcame impressed with the water power
just above the junction of the south branch of the Ahnapee River
about a mile above its mouth. He purchased this site from the
United States in 1850 and in May 1852 began building a saw and
grist-mill.

As is evident from above, most settlements were on rivers where
water power could move logs to the saw mills as well as power the
saws. About 1860, wheat farming for profit began in the few
clearings available. Prior to this time, farming was usually a
necessity only to feed one’s family.

In June 1855 came the advance guard of the Bohemians. Francis
Bauer, Thomas and Joseph Langer, Mathias Nulicek, Francis
Koziochek, George Stelzer, George Wanninger, and Francis
Schinner. The first of the German settlers were Joachaun
Pentizien, Frederick Frank, Chris Oestereich, Martin Grotte and
Timothy Yagle. The Norwegians began coming in during the summer
and fall-Bur ARlbertson, Tolip Olsen, Eric Andétson, Johan
Peterson and Andreas Olson. Two Irishmen, Thos. Morrissey and
Patrick Cooney were among those who settled in the area. Among
the American born settlers of this year were Chauncey G. Bennett
and Charles J. Carlton. Constant Thiry was among the first of
the Belgian settlers in Red River. He came in 1856. His
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‘community was given the name of Thiry Daems. The earliest Polish
pioneers came in 1872-73. They settled mostly in West Kewaunee.

For several years after their settlement here, these people and
their families went for weeks and sometimes months without
communication of any kind with the outside world. It was only
when a new settler'méved in and brought news with him that they
knew what other parts of the country were doing. Even then the

news was a week or more old.

The first mail did not arrive until 1857 when it was brought into
the Kewaunee settlement by I.M. Churchill who brought the letters
and papers from Two Rivers on foot. This was the beginning of a
regular weekly service. Churchill became the regular carrier and
John Volk became the first postmaster, although he had mail to
handle but once a week or even longer intervals.

No history of Kewaunee County is complete without mentioning
Edward Decker. He came here from Casco, Maine in 1854 and
founded Casco, Wisconsin. Mr. Decker became the most prominent
man in Kewaunee County, He owned and operated a string of mills,
organized a chain of banks and became interested in railroads,
building the Ahnapee and Western Raillroad.

He was termed by many the "county manager” and controlled not
only much industry in the county and surrounding counties but led
the controlling political faction.

The years of 1856 and '57 were memorable to Kewaunee, as it was
at that time it became the county seat. Edward Déckar who was
then county clerk moved to Kewaunee from the settlement at Casco
and tock charge of county affairs. He built a frame shack on the
Ellie Street site now occupied by the Novak Agency which was the
first Courthouse. In 1859 he built an addition which was
followed by others to house the county offices. This string of
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frame buildings were known as the "county buildings".

He, at one time, owned several thousand acres of land in the
county and owned and coperated a huge lumber mill at Casco in
addition to nearly a dozen farms in the county. Later he became
the owner of a chain of banks in and out of the county. He
served as assemblyman and state senator from this district and
was a candidate for Congressman but was defeated when he was 75
years old. A valuable collection of historical relics and his
library were left to the county when he died and are preserved in
the museum today as a monument to Edward Decker.

Development in Kewaunee County between 1850 and 1870 was
primarily limited by the lack of new settlers. The population in
1857 was 5523 with only a slow growth to 7089 by 1865 and
increasing to 10281 in 1870. This was a total increase of only
4758 people in 14 years. It was a time for consolidation.
Immigration was limited during the Civil War; not many Europeans
wanted to come over here to fight, especially since Europe was

relatively calm and at peace.

During the Civil War (1B61-1865), Kewaunee County supplied its
share of soldiers, many of whom are buried in local cemeteries.
According to Mr. George W. Wing, a total of 408 Kewaunee County
men were sent into the Civil War, of these, 19 were killed in
battle or died of wounds received and 46 died of disease.
Several local groups of the GAR were formed and Decoration Day
(May 30) was a major event.

Beginning about 1871, Kewaunee'’'s population grew rapidly as many
immigrants came to the United States after the Civil War. This
was also a time of renewed hostilities in Europe. The
Austria-Prussia War in 1866 and the Franco-Prussian War in
1870-1871 caused many more Germans and Bohemians to emigrate to
this country, many of which came directly to Wisconsin and to
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Kewaunee.

It was in 1871 that Kewaunee County suffered much from the great
fire which took many lives in‘the northeastern part of Wisconsin.
The forest fire which raged for days formed a smoke screen over
the entire county. On Sunday, October B8, a stiff wind prevailed
and the fire crept into the willage of Kewaunee, destroying
several homes. The following day news began to come in -
hundreds of lives lost, schools and homes were destroyed, dead
cattle were to be seen everywhere. That same day came the news
of the great Chicago fire.

Kewaunee County, recovering from this disaster, resumed its
progress with the rest of the country. Flour mills were built,
shoe factories sprung up, and other small establishments opened
for business throughout the county. More farms were cleared with
trading centers being set up throughout the county. More stores
opened and grain and feed dealers took their place.

In the 1870's, Wisconsin and Kewaunee County farming changed
gradually from wheat growing to dairying. Wisconsin wheat
acreage in 1870 was 23,900 acres while in 1890 only 25,000 acres
were in wheat. Conversely, there were only 308,000 milk cows in
1870 but 793,000 in 1890. Most of the milk production went into
cheese.

On October 20, 1889, an event took place which was all important
to Kewaunee. The Green Bay and Western railroad completed their
line into Kewaunee and the first train entered Kéwaunee.
Although it was raining hard, everybody for miles around was in
Kewaunee to witness the event. Two years later in 1891, the
first carferry came into Kewaunee. In 1897, the railroad was
extended from Casco Junction to Ahnapee (ARlgoma) as the Ahnapee
and Western.
o



In 1898, the city of Kewaunee suffered another serious setback
when practically the entire business section was wiped out by
fire. The fire originated in a barn back of what was the
Kieweg-Peters store. The fire gained such headway that it was
impossible to get it under control. When the fire was finally
put out only one business place, the State Bank, remained
standing on the black south of Ellis and between the streets of
Milwaukee and Main. Across the street but two buildings remained
at the last end of the block. ' %

The pioneers of Kewaunee County experiencedmany hardships and
trying experiences before the foundation for the present county
was laid. Our early immigrante were a determined and provident
lot. Of the many different nationalities, the Bohemians, Irish,
Belgian, Germans, Polish, Scandinavians were predominant. The
seemingly eternal wars and revolts in Europe along with famine in
Ireland and Norway furnished us with a good population and
permanent settlers. It would be superfluous and monotonous to go
intb more details. The story from 1900 to today would only be a
repatition of the evolution and development of most of the
cities, villages and towns of Wisconsin.
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1855 1109
1857 5523
1860 5530
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KEWAUNEE COUNTY MILEPOSTS

1674 Fathen Mangquetie says Mass al Kewaunee

1787 Revolutionany Wan, Trneaty of Parnis, Wisconsin becomes
part of Indiana Teandifonry

1796 Jacgues Veau establfishes tnading pesi at Kewaunee

1809 Wisconsin becomes part of ITL€Linois Ternifony

1818 12Linois becomes dtate; Wisconsin pant of Michigan Ternifonry

1833 "Gold Rush" in Kewaunee marsh

1837 Joshua Hathaway plats City of Kewaunee

1836 Wisconsin Teanitony established

1837 Montgomeny £ Pattenson put up sawmiff on Kewaunee Riven

1843 John Volk anndives-Finst peamanent seitlen-beginning of
fumben indusiny

1848 Wistconsin becomes a state-May 29

185171 Chief Simon Kahquados boan at Blach Eanih

1851 Hughes and Wanner setfle in Ahnapee

1851 Finst settlens in Canlion

1852 Kewaunee Couniy gormed-Apaill 16

1853 Towns of Sandy Bay, Kewaunee, and Woff fonmed

1853 Seth Moone settles at Foot Baldge

1854 Ed Dechen gounden of Cadco, Firat county clenk

1857 Catsco Town founded

1859 Kewaunee Enfenprnise published

1871 Great NE Wisconsin fine (Chicago Fine)

1872 Ahnapee Recond pubfished

1873 Algoma and Kewaunee become Viffages

1883 Kewaunee becomes City

1883 Luxemburg Town founded

1889 Raifroad arnives at Kewaunee

1891 Finat canfenny arndves

1897 Ahnapee and Wesiean nailfnoad 2o Algoma

1898 Great city {4ire in Kewaunee
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NAMING OF KEWAUNEE COUNTY LOCATIONS

Ahnepee - later changed to Ahnapee - a Potawatomie name meaning
"Where is the River?" Alsc interpreted as Wolf River.

Alaska - The name given to a new post office at the
Hitchcock-Mashek Pier in the Town of Pierce the same year the
U.S. bought Alaska from Russia.

Algoma - Ahnapee City Council changed the name Ahnapee to Algoma
in 1897. Algoma supposedly means Rose Hill.

Bolt - Named after Judge C.B. Boalt, but misspelled.

Bruemmer Park - Named after 0.H. Bruemmer, who contributed
largely (financially) to its establishment. Mr. Bruemmer was at
one time mayor of Kewaunee, District Attorney and Chairman of the
County Board.

Carlton - Named after James Carlton, one of its earliest
settlers.

Casco - Named for the village of the same name in the Town of
Raymond, State of Maine. It was settled by Ed Decker, lumberman,
land owner, railroad builder and banker who came from Casco,
Maine.

Clyde - After a resident of that name.
Coryville - After Judge Abner Cory - renamed West Kewaunee.
Curran - Named after a settler of that name.

Darbellay - A one time post office in the Town of Red River,
Kewaunee County, Wisconsin. MNamed after a French Belgian who
eventually moved to the City of Kewaunee and engaged in the farm
implement business there.

Duvall - Also at one time post office in the Town of Red River.
Named after Jos. Duvall, Kewaunee merchant, bander, elevator
owner and whose fortune came from lumbering.

Dyckesville - Hamed after the Van Dycke family who eventually
moved to Green Bay, Wisconsin.

Ellisville - A discontinued post ofice named after an early
settler, Deacon Ellis who was a pioneer lumberman from
Montpelier, Vermont. Father-in-law of Tom Paddleford, early
settler.

Franklin - Named after John Franks, an early settler who helped
organize the place - first called Franksville.

Kewaunee - County seat of Kewaunee County. Supposedly an Algonquin
Indian word meaning "Prairie Chicken" or "The Way Around”.

Rodan - For many years prior to 1904 when rural free delivery was
begun in Fhe area, the old post office site was located at the
intersection of the present county highways of D and M. Wenzel
Ullsperger who was the postmaster in those early years came from near
the border of Germany and Bohemia from a little place there called
Kodau. . He wrote to the governmet for a stamp with which to postmark
tpe mail and wished to duplicate this name. Evidently someane
mis-read his u for an n because when the stamp came through, it read
KQdan instead of Kodau. Wenzel remarked, "Well you can’t do anything
with the government anyhow, we may as well keep the etamp."” The
community since has been known as Kodan.
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Erok - Bamed for a city of the same name in Czechoslovakia. Judge
Wojta Stransky gave it the name of the town he hailed from.

Lincoln - Named after the Great Emancipator himself. Township,
established in Civil War peried.

Luxemburg - Village and town named for the citizens who settled there
and were from the City of Luxemburg in Germany.

Montpelier - Named by the Tom Paddlefords from his home town in
Vermont. (See Ellisville).

Neuren - Name imported here by a Kreilkamp who came here from
Austria.

Pierce - Named for James Pierce, a Canadian insurgent banished from
Canada who settled in Kewaunee County.

Pilsen - A Bohemian settlement deriving its name from Pilsen,
Czechoslovakia.

Rankin - A discontinued post office.

Red River - Township gets its name from the river of the same name.
So called because it is just a spring freshet and carries a lot of
red clay silt when it flows at all.

Rosiere - French Belgian for Rosebush, evidently borrowed from some
village in Belgium because it was settled by Belgians.

Rostok - A discontinued post office and trading-center settled by
Czech immigrants from the city of the same name in Bohemia.

Ryan - named after a popular Irish family of the same name, now
entirely extinct.

Sandy Bay - A shipping pciﬁt in the Town of Carlton characterized by
a sand beach, crescent shaped on Lake Michigan.

Scarboro - Ancther of the lumberman Ed Decker’s importations from the
State of Maine. The little settlement had a saw mill on Scarboro
Creek. There is a Scarboro Creek at Casco, Maine.

Slovan - Still almost solidly Czech ~ named from the Fatherland.

Stangelville - After the Stangel family, early settlers, energetic,
thrifty and who generally made good use of their talents.

Thiry Daems - After a Belgian surveyor Constant Thiry and a Belgian
Catholic priest who was instrumental in encouraging the first Belgian
settlers to come to this area. His name was Father Daems.

Tonet - Originally Jonet after a prominent local family of the same
name. Subsequently changed to Tonet by some mapmaker who couldn’t

talk Belgian.

Walhain - Named by Florian Strickman who settled here in the 1850's
and came from Walhain, Belgium.

West Kewaunee - When the City of Kewaunee was incorporated and carved
out from the town, the remaining area was called West Kewaunee.
Kewaunee is on Lake Michigan which is east of the city so the town's
appelation "West" is obvious. Originally called Coryville after
Abner Cory.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION
1. Churches Births, deaths, marriages

2. Library Algoma: Co. newspapers on microfilm with index

Cemetery Boock
Maps \

Kewaunee: Co. newspapers on microfilm
Band books
Maps

UWBG Area Research Center 7th floor 11brary
Belgian collection
Census on microfilm
Church celebration books
Naturalization records

Br. Co. Local History Dept.
Cemetary listings for many counties
Index on births, deaths & marriages
Genealogies and index

3. Courthouse Births, deaths, marriages
Probate
Land transactions
Naturalization
Census

4. Museum Ed Decker collection 1855 Casco, Ma.
Banks, trains, govt. newspapers

History picture books
Kewaunee & Luxemburg books for sale
Maps 1895, 1876, 1903, Railroad map 1900
School registers & yearbooks
Atlas
Early autobiographies - Almira Volk, etc.
Heritages of Belgians, Czech & Norwegian
Pictorial histories of: Alaska, Casco
Junction, Seyk’s Mill, Algoma,
Dikemans Domain, Pilsen, Luxemburg,
Kewaunee, Scarboro, Casco.

Tidbits: Many people settled in West Bend area before coming to
Luxemburg. Planted crops, then came back to harveat them.

Belgians were paid by Germans to go to war for them. Red
brick homes were Belgian, yellow brick German.

In 1910 there were over 90 businesses in Luxemburg.

Pilsen farmer recalls plowing up bayonettes that were
discarded from guns after the war.
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