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Early History of Kaukauna
As | Remember and Lived It

By M. A. Raught

oy of th carly days of Kaukaus, v

nder 1o give the clizens b i re of

e many. e aiiions G e e 11
those days. T have listed the many concerms as correctly 48 my
‘memary T corrected if you find any of them
okt T Have sriod thm. A il humor adiod here
and there, has boen writen into the story in order to increase
nterest 10 the resders.

e wir of i ey by, b abway deived much
plssine i ging bk o lving 13 the 3
T B L il
ey oy mind 2 the years go by Therefre, this sion

a
(Eq

i to you personaly. Wriers may ot 4gree with some.
the spellng, punctuations, makeap, ic, 5 please take this -
10"consideration when reading s,

e sty il describ Lo you many oftho past mansfactur
Geted in o

who became a resident of Kaukausa in
167 o ot s ey o e e evs ove o, a8



130 o, b sen Kukauna grow from o, sl banld of
88 poaiion o3 srving iy T il oy, ko
Jation of 8,300 In going back ove

1y meory the many changes that Rave fahen place during
iy seventy-theee years 5 & resident here. There's bt a Trac

stand correct,the writes and many others gathered hickory and
uter uts where Second and Third st 1 now located. Who
d believe it
South Side Power Canal

In 1880 or 81, to be correct, the construction of the south

s pover el wes o ll sving undes the pudoce of the
Gt Bay v at i tme ovoed
of the e S Bewever et

most on tha
ik lund s b lsted and sl s rodentl e
The power property Is st under their

the completion of same, about two years later, a number
teres projec

ooy the il Badses Fulp M, o Brokam: Sl
sifentil e mm i Flour il and the Melaun e Shop
Founiry, “These

e S ‘on the candl,
Vhich long since bas gone with the wind " The only e
B et i eaeiad wate tharir b ths Keotie Fowes
Y, which

After”operati
e, secing wm future for the use of tssue paper, and
i many vscs decided the plant ey oo sl and ot el
g or Toreseeing the future for Kaukauna t that time dec



to ceuse operation here, and moved his equipment to G
By AL oy e o e ey Popie S
wing concern.

As for the other occupants of the building, previous to Ho-
berg, were tho Hendrickson and Libert Machine o, MeLean
Machine Co. and the Kaukaune Miachine Co, il of whie, ot
ane time dif Tusincs theren The Machine
ity bechae e Mobeh Mihing. G b T ihink
Qite s fow Kaulkauns citcens will remenmbes, with regret, In-
cluding the writer.

[Tbe Suphite Mil, owned nd operaed by N, 1. Brokaw,
who was a very prominent i our community,
ool ek i e posotae mocld T pit v 130
drawing s power from the south side power canal, Suphite
pulp was used in the manufacture of high grade paper, and
ie'rest 1 have mentioned, has long since gone ot of éxistence.

The Badgor Paper Co. located at the cas end of the cansl
was owned by A Frambact a

m g L
- A yall paper machine was intalied ntr on
1o pent wall papar desigha. They oo el shir bands: fo
laundrys. The mill was destroyed by fire later.

The Kline Flour Mill will be remembered by the farmers in
this area, who brought their grains here. The mill turned out
a high grade flour and feed for ive stock.

It was in 1880 that a new era opened for Kaukauna. The
N rlrond went hrough fere i 1862° and. en

nd Wostern was bl
oo

e northern part of

. The Take Shote atials Tocsched e ek et boom

in that year when they decded o locats Thir headquariers

hers on the south side. Businos paces bgan puing i, -

mes consiructed, stores buill, hotels and, other

.smvem.nu frere in he making. By inis ime the south ide
‘quite a good sized vilage. On

Vil ine 20, 1884,
Ladyard, as 1t was previously named, poioned the Court for
avilinge Charter: these petitioners represented & popuiation

o884 The potios was grnted The Iterstshowr, by thse
cople of the village of Ledyard, created a fecling

ot ered ui e itsens of oo e o ihe e

it the best ntretsof the community woul

by unon of the nordh i with the

calod by the sllaensof ot sides of the the rive o conslder the

Sdvisability of consclidating the two sides Into one city, 1o be




named the city of Kauksuna. The majority of these present
Tivored th ia: and 30 ek o ecord 1o hat elec. & oo

lwwu-y&olnudwdnlumolumdﬂulmmnmdux
present i o the Senaie of Wisconsin, The resclution was for.
Madison at an early date thereater,
To Incorporate the City of Koukauna

On February 13—Introduced by Senator Kennedy.
first and second time, rules suspended, mqulhudnm..nd
passed. The act to become effective March 25, 1885,

Rairoads.

The officals of the Milwaukoe, Lake Shore and Western
Rail Road, which was running through Kaukauna at
this time, t4p through the northern part of the State, seeing @
bright future for Kaukauna, decided to remove their head-
arirs from Maiiowos lo Kaukauna, making Kaukausa

e o ht i o s The Crsgeovte
ore ootk n e
also brought to Kaukauna the officials of the road, consising
oo Suerisscndent o th diviion and Nl ofbee st Thy
Decesied th bulding of necoary bulding, such s the
o o, achine op afice building, coal shed, extra
e tracks, $1c, In which lo make & complete setup. This
40 necessarly brought (© Kaukauna. a on
about 200 familes, necessitatng the construction o
o this st "As e

went on, each and practically all of these newcomers, bought
lots and constructed homes for their families. Most of these

5 nhhembhnde,nhnhd:murh-‘:!‘:?:vnh,hn
hen something happened. Mr. Confusion camm info the piture
il s
Sometime in the late ‘W' the Milwaukee Lake Shore and
Westorn Roud was er by the Northwestern as the
and division of the Northwentern system. They continued the
shops et wee e o of purcise. Duricg
ecn planning  change of some nature,
whenbydwywlldbet v Tn 102 hey Ty camd
artes om

fgsk



Well, what happened? All of those 200 good families had to
50 long with the'transte, or lok for other employment. Most
of them owned their homes, which they hated to leave, but they

ted or sold

for
uaily crept out

fom e % Volliak, The s e evesualy ke

by ot hankol

! present pact of the round house is sll beng used, as
there are several switching crews that are working in and out-
side the yards day as well 2 nights.

Opera House and Roller Rink

The Kakauna Opera House was originaly bl for a ollr

Pl Way Down East Ten ights in the Bar Room, East
Lynn, The Squaw Man, Uncle Tom's Cabin, and many other
produecions Trequented the show house in those days. After a

the management of Mr. Hayes, it was taken

sy years. This a
home, having ushered therin Tor manyyears, an
stant patronizer of the roller rin}

A il humor at,this time in the iory. might breck the
cording of early history, for which

L

My First Experionce on Rollor Skates

Jyant o relate to you my first
ed

it
i skating was performed i he it Lhc flor where he
practiced various tricks and figures, and expert a
151 had been teasing hiry e e ating, and a5 you
er boys don't want the little kids along, but
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To start with I take the Spaulding Barrel Stave and Heading

Factory, one of the very first concerns located here, in which
sisted of oak and basswood. In those days most of the farm
Iands in this area had substantial amounts of this timber. The
farmers cut it into stave and heading lengihs and hauled it to



Kaulkauna Scam and wate wers he (o min factors necded
o' convert timber into staves and and as you know,
that time, Kaukauna

ot stand
time, was another one of the long forgotten enterprises



ot s ity o Lt Tt was ocatd at the siver edgs, di-
low the Lafevre home on
gathered here on Sundays for picnics and boating o
ments o all kinds coud be had a the bulting A pesutitl
rove of young oak trees provided the i

awned and operated by Jake Conrad, ene ot e i
deceased. ts disbandment, the’ building was used for
g et by 2 family by the name of Kelley. It was fin-
ally destroyed by

‘The Outagamie Paper Co, which most of you will

ber, was another one of Kaukauna's old substantial insitutions.
They n..ag afne’ 1.» o olored prinpaper, Mos paper
Houses in died excl

Priest, both res

of es i

ihe upper slory was damaged by fire. - When &

o 8 few yoars back, i Blding e San;
ay ind while unde'r their man-
Sement; it was completly desiroyed by fire

. Machine Shop, is another one
thack o and i apd remerib i wes cmied o e Narthaide
the Wisconsin Avenue Lt bridge on. the canal bank. They

s taken over by Daniel McCarty, whom you 2l know, and
T T Vo e T

Botling Works, just along side the Hochne and
Kaiter Shom on he anal bane alse How long his concemn
was in business 1 don't The waseventually
bought by Mait Vandenber, who made conerets burial vaults

The Solar Lumber and Manufacturing Co., a concer that
had been doing business here for several years, under the own-
ranic

“under
lCcmDany T dont remensber how long this company

e, bt the aa e that ol ovr the prop

cny wax .,,Q s Goodiman-Co and f coutse thes she 0

Another landmark, that was once within our limits, was the



Bdwards canal, which was jus below the Northo

weern o alond bridae west o east. At the cast

e m.us ‘were built, the Priest Mill
Kelao Mill and Unon Mil, just who bull the later 1 do not
e, At o er Lindaver operated same. This canal
deruv the water passing over the dam, which
in those days provded mors than ample upply fo i rree

fially reverid bk o the Green By d Nissoipgl Conch

Eden Park

When you get through your days work and retire to your

home, settle down in vour usy chair, then ty o remember

this one. Can you? Well it's cuated on

the Sonk f Wb Fox, Jusk wes of La Foletie P-rk The park
was owmed and conducied by ma, named

ame hers rom Gormany. Ha ereced e

rty, facing the ri upper story. weas

lurnad intolving garters for m.mu i family. The main
oo was e dance Rl e

e sides
et s Tre-grounds, wm be‘unful\) Iandr
smptd ith shrabbery of various Kinds. & boat lanling
Dot

at pied the rer in those days. T bndﬁeﬁ bul of
white birch logs, spans ‘0 ravines in the ‘added to
i beuiy. A Fobuiiol waias funtain oo i Sroutof he s
hall was 2 atraction for the children a3 well a5 grownups. It

s e recreation spot o gl o populacs of the'clty. 1t was
finally destroyed by fire

Bowling Alley

Here's one that will be of interest to many bowling alley en-

o M. Frank Bartsch, who came here from Chicago. It was &

S o e e ey don': knew avaciv: oo sy wes el

patroni wes maling money, il the idea of two othee
Heiting and Jacob

ikt as wel shave in he spoile, m ey cuch construced o

{Teys. Well,they all went broke. The Tanner rtley build

e s T




business here and moved it back of the building. It was op-
erated a while but did not prove successful and was closed up.

‘Paper Ml
0ld Kaukauna Paper Mill, one of the first

Pﬂp:t T et o thet tave I e Tt by Johm Stovekin.
uilding when first built was used as a flous mill. The flour

e ot deirned by e, Toe buing was_seball by
Frambach and Stovekin and became the Kaukauna Paper Mill
Tt was in ¢ yours truly had his first job, cloaning

ens and ket
Pl iders. e kg houts comisted

o it e o Soqme by e e ol s s
m... bl and taken over ' Union Bag Company,

paver bags. This oncern operaied here for
e some fime, bt ever cased opers

g by he revioss Tontoe,
e el e Gt S Wi Gkl s
T g el b the Thiimaty G
T Churkr i rignaly s i S
e e o v Buts . a el s ki
i Tocated where the ssphalt Iniding of the Thlmary Puip

and Paper Company now i lcated, The 3l aperaied her for
about two yea rse, Kaukauna time did_not
e me s ater
works, ete, Had it possessed those n irements at

ime, M. Boyd would probably have remained here. He.
hovever, deid e o Appleton, where ho could find

o, the Bayd Coated Paper Ce

After Boyd vacated this bullding, a toilet paper company of
Mimncapols took over the bulling for 2 few years. T was

“his firm that Harry Schal Kaukauna boys,
s e ket omes ot e Taat .
Came owner and manager of the Kaukauna Tmlq Paper Com-

4 came alon; other
‘concerns, fell by the w zysldc e T e e e
agement of Lewis F.

Banks

Bank of Kaukauna was founded in 1878 by Henry
Howit, S Withaon 5. Howitt and . D Norton. In 1681 they



ol out to Peer and Alesander I, Reuter who did s pivate
anking businea nder the name of Keuter Brothers. In 1553
.m incorporated under th tate Wit capia o 000000;
- Reuter was the s b I
oo e oo Con
..,, Cwmy Normal Schaot, It was huit o q\m. high on a knoll
e strcet, with a flight of wooden sieps leading to its

e fs Bank o the south il was ounded i 185 by Col
ey Frambach, Kaukauns Tt mavor, and athers, undex
e name of Manacurers Bank of Knukauna, 1t was ol

the Bachhuber buikding
The Helf Brothers Brewery, which was located here many
years ago, owned and operated by them. It was located about
Where the Klein Dairy Farm is now operating. They browed a
high quality of beverage. People sither quit beer, or
i might have beon due to probibition. Their slogan was, “Drink

Helf Brothers Beer and Live Longer”
A ome tine, you will b ntereted o ko, st Kaukauna
o floar i “The Russell Brohers 3l

Gt the winter They so did foed
A i time 1 am ging t g moment for station e
ieation T b aflon 3K serving e o & Ko
ke, tlling o0 what has
st et ms mind e e e e
'3 bi o oo, e hoss lomg winde seskers ity
ublic atherings,that ]
e

e sory s et ot Sompet, 2 there are o more
i of nterea i concalod Wil my merery et
et in order 1o compite the 1ory 30 sk Bave 3 ikl

more patience’
South Sids School

The it schoo on the south side was sated where the
N s:hwl o s ot iy e farher back o the
srounds. e erection of Nicolet School, i was converted
A e by Tacey Tammer, brohes of Do
Tanner, who manufactured. laundry baskets. When ho ceased
Gperaron It was taken over by the Ouiagamie County Normal



Schos, when it s st et e, When he sehol as 10
oved e the norh sde the bulding d by St
Mary’s C S Lo e e suulhwtst cor.
perel s i oo M avenue, under ihe name o St
Mary's Annex. Aftr & few years the bulding was dismantied
A L b

Nopth side public sehool was locaied on the cormer of

and Kaulauna stcels, i was i this sehoo tht the e m
hat e acuion e recves. The panechinl sl wes s
an Sarah sireet, a i i now. Plans are now under way 10 build

a new school (o take the place of the present structure.

Livery Stables
In the horse and bugey days, years ago, before the auto
came into exitence, Kalauna'supported four ivery Suables
young men of those days could hire a horse a
bueey 20 Sunday atarnoon “ake their best g outtor'a
azant afiernoon outing. There was the Thos.

Rormal"School” On he south dde”"were he “Harvey Bills

sable, o the Day and Night Auto Service and the Ed. P

on s stable v e v loaled where the B residence
transportation_facilities i

dayx, bey. "l aid'a firly ood bisines, and made a comfort

Early Hotels
d better hotel facilities than

or's Farmers Home Hote, now Verbeten
o Al o T Diter el Rooming Hoe, i of
et 2 Sy which was built i the boom day.
e

There are just i o thees, sl congens which il
ey taio e Tl Bankmeih shop whih e 1
Eetod an'the Tsland operated by the father of my dear frend
‘GOl N' 3. Budingor, who nov resides in Chicago, The sho was
le rengeed nsre 1 s e o Wicorsin aveie, whre
{he Dr. Boya, Sr, residence 1 ocated.



There was also a machine shop on the Tsland, owned and
e o G e o Tl S T Sl
and machine shop were both located where the Kaukau.
5 High Schaol now stande
A\ petogranh plley was l o e g, comdted by
Frank “Brother of our late Mesd Richardson,

“This about winds up all the old time concerns that once ex-
i the carly daye. T think 1 ave lstd th
 memmory recalls, which started from 1870

Wisconsin Avense Old Timers

Hor e o o the d (e bsinsconcens s b
oo o e o Wi v

Ay am Bt wil bo of intrest 6 you fo knov:
e uldng whic Hossed the Jery Scong grocry
ore and the Butler Bro: v eround
ﬂmr. nd the Kaukang Tines o a0 e s ot B
s wes it gund iz ol

B R s o g et O St oo
of sad building a two - storybuilding which hwnd he
Bank of Koukaving and T. M, Kellog's drug store. The first

r Fa
Store. Going down the avente, on he cormer where the Banic
3 5w, et the Ronrad Tavern, perated by the faher of the
Konrad boys, whom most of you will remember. Where the

s I demand.in the horse snd buggy days, This about tells
you what concerns were on. the north side of the avenue in
iy days.

without adding any descrptive mat-

From the brdee p s the Schuber resaurat, Milr oo
tel, John Clasil grocery s or's

Hsebere e T s s, Co. Nownae Boc.
ber “Trilling hardware store, the st




et e Judge L poster,the Mchel Hoel, Fchr
ey, Dricsen buiding. These are abaut il of ‘the ol
Himers 6n the south side of the avenue.

Fire destroyed a goodly portion of these concerns from the

ery costly. T happened to be &
member of the fre. depamn st the timo of this st fra
and we worked all nig m fore we got it under control.

sinca 1575, Undoubiedly there \ere a few other concerns heré
‘previous to my coming, of which 1 knew nothing

o the present, we aro more han lucky (0 have with us
Fulp ind Paper Company |
itnine Corporaton: Thest vrs s he bk ot

=
all aboring e and women in Kaukauna today. The writer
yents o extend hiscongratultions o hem i (el successul

“Old Man River”

Here's something you might bo interested in_ knowing. Of
w Where out river bed now flows, 5 dows un-

er and lower bridges, Wel ot one time it had a
e as wel & ow stands;

at one time part of the s course Howed
hat i athletic

fild, down through the ball pa the Thousand Islands.
F. £ of Oak street, on the Island, where the strect
angles to the left, was  lo the flow-
ihé Renn ful affice is now located. The water

= s st o e ey The

e It e You g s
i sories that you read & aboulln\hc e’ Chunr This one
owever, i postively rus

Early Histry of the Kaukauna Times

Having spent ffty-nine vears of my lfe in the newspaper
and prining busines, s only natursl that 1 would e fo el




Yo, st sbout the bisry of the Kaukauna Ties, s
‘owners, locations, te.

The Times was s sared and ocated i buiding where
Lew's Ben Frankln st est Wisconsin avenue,
Tt

i The fist
cdition carme off the pross o September 17, 1550, The first
owners and “were Hoplins and Caies. Mr.
died.in 1881 due to excessive ‘After Hopkins death,
H. A Stone, of Neenah, the owner along with E C.
‘was with this firm that my brother, C. E. Raughi,
started ss an ent ‘he printing business in 1581,
at the age of fou: ‘As time went on, and bad
advanced far cnough in became
pariner, under the name of Bidwell and Raught. The office
s It was in this bulding
T ip, on March 15, 1885, In 1887, M.
Bidwell passed away on Thankegiving eve, leaving Mr. Raught
with the full rﬂwndhnmy of publiching the newspaper, at so
‘young an age. o carry on, he set out 16 reor-
B e o e e Cn
‘Raught and Company, with Col. HL A. Frambach lending his
name In'a fow years The Times estab-
Tishament as piaced on 4 safe and sure footing and Mr. Raught
whership and management.

o Bl s g The Tins publibes & dady In 300,
il it e The B bbb & duky i 80
but due to the fac sha. the cty had not grown.

e oot da s e St B T,
e T iy

A tho plnt was moved scrosthe river in the
an Do, no s T re

1815.Tn 1917 we sold Gut to a newly formed.



Kaulaung Printing Company, undee the masagement of Joho

MicCoy. Thiyconcorn remaned fn bsncss 8 e over a year
‘when M. McCoy passed o fo and son carricd on for
¥ ihart tim oot ot Toally dechiod 1o dope o toe

Mr. Carl Hansen, our present owner and manager
‘Times purchased the plant. Mr. Hansen carried on the business
or  short while in the same location but cventually decided to

oo dats b i i b et e ot o ey
caipment necescary 1o urn out anyhing i Hgh rade prin.
ing. ‘You will find several two and thrce colored automatic

présse, three linotype machincs, castng machines and many
other devices that makes it one of the best equipped printing
Dlants i the Fox River

it yourself with the magnitude of this
nx.,.e o o ,.n:m e will be more than pleased to visit and

In conclusion of this story, which has taken much time and

often hear a person remark, “If | had my life o live over again
Evouid Tve i diferenty " wondes Woald they’ e chances
are ey would o ight on living as they have in the’ past
hatere reltion o make bt it sy 1
will ak i

By B S s m e e more
‘Vourself, your family and your neighbor.

10329 toall you good mp;e of Kaukaung tht 1 have
v e B0 R i ope'ton
w.h’ reading i, 35 1 have enieyed wriding . Good wihes

Melvin A. Raught
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