










































































































by Danielle Tackett 
This past year, students from all over the region participated in National 
History Day, an event where middle school and high school students across 

the nation compete with varying types of projects that follow a specific 
theme. Students competed regionally, within their state, and then nation­
ally. The theme this year was "Taking a Stand in History:' At the regional 
competition, which took place at the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
on March 4, 2017, the Brown Coun ty Historical Society recognized two 
projects for their connections to Wisconsin history: a three-dimensional 

exhibit featuring Frank Lloyd Wright, by Jackson Boersma, and a 
documentary about Aldo Leopold produced by Jonathan Tesch and 
Jacob I-:lalfman. 

Jackson Boersma is an eighth grade student at D. C. Everest 
Junior High School who has a special interest in history, science, 
and math, and who would like to become an architect. This future 
career goal led to his interest in the research of Frank Lloyd 
Wright, an architect who pushed the envelope with his contro­
versial designs. According to Boersma, Wright "took a stand by 
designing homes and building so that they would be a work of 
art on the outside and open-concept on the inside, even though 
very many people s trongly d isagreed with him as an architect 
and as a person:' To convey this idea, Boersma designed an 
exhibit replicating Taliesin, one of Wright's his toric homes. 

Boersma spent a lot of time building the structure, gluing plexi­
glass as windows, nailing trim, using dri ftwood to replicate the 

home's beautiful stonework, painting and staining, and putting 
together the information exhibit on the back of the piece. His 

work and research paid off, earning him the Brown County Histor­
ical Society Award and moving him on to the state competition. 

The other winners of the Brown County Historical Society award 
were juniors Jonathru1 Tesch and Jacob Halfman from Seymour 

High School. The two have a love for nature and natural land­
scapes, so while brainstorming ideas for their project, they 
derived inspiration from the National Park Service's hundredth 
anniversary, which occurred in 2016. They decided to com­
memorate this occasion by honoring Aldo Leopold, a famous 
conservationist who wrote A Sand County Almanac, a book 

Josh Boersma 

Left: Jackson Boersma standing beside his project at the 

D. C. Everest Junior High National History Day in 2017. 



about what Leopold learned throughout his career. The doc­
umentary, Aldo Leopold: Redefining Man's Relationship with the 
Land, details the life of Leopold and his contribution to the envi­
ronment and history. As Tesch and Halfman detail, Leopold "has 
given a sense of inspiration to millions and prompted some of the 
greatest environmental reform in history. Aldo's new concepts for 
conservation stood up for the past, its present, and our future; 
ultimately taking a stand in history in the name of both man 
and land as one integrated entity:' Research led these two to the 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay Archives, the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation, the shack where Aldo Leopold resided in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin, and more. Their travels, in-depth research, and exem­
plary documentary all combined to move Tesch and Halfman on 
to the state competition. 

While neither Jackson Boersma nor Jonathan Tesch and Jacob 
Halfman moved past the state round, their projects were never 
about the competition. National History Day was about learning 
and recogn izing individuals who have positively contributed to 
our nation and our history. All three individuals chose projects 
they were passionate about and that inspired them, and they 
passed that passion on to both the judges and the rest of us. 

Josh Boersma 

Right: Jackson Boersma's National History Day project from the side. 

Each year, more 
than half a million 
students, grades 6-12 

nationwide pa1ticipate in the 
National History Day contest. They 
choose historical topics related to the 
contest's annual theme, conduct ex'tensive 
research, and present their work in: 

Pcrforma nces 

Exhibits 

NHD 
NATIONAL 

HISTORY DAY 
Documentaries 

Websites 

Papc1·s Teachers, Students, Parents, & Volunteers interested 
in participating please contact us at historyday@uwgb.edu 

Join us on March 3 , 2018 for the Northern Wisconsin regional 
contest on the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay Campus 
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DIGITAL ARCHIVE 

Brown Countr Hi~lorical Socic1 r Digital Archivt.• Project 

Above: Historical images from the Brown County Historical Society's digital archive. 

Opposite: former Voyageur manager Kent Crain works with participants in the BCI-IS digital archive project. 
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uably, the most engaging source accessed by pro­
essional historians and history enthusiasts alike is 
photographs. Photos don't have to be of historic 
events, places or individuals to be valuable. v\Thile 

a picture of FDR at Bay Beach in Green Bay is of tremendous 
importance, so too are the photos that capture everyday life and 
events. And some would argue that the latter are actually of more 
value because they're showing things that the common man can 
more readily identify with, and therefore have a better under­
standing of. 

Millions of period photos can be found across the country in 
the archives of museums; colleges and universities; libraries; and 
historical organizations. But tens of millions more are in photo 
albums on peoples' shelves or hiding in shoe boxes in attics and 
spare closets. It is the latter that are at the greatest risk of being 
discarded and lost forever. While many photos are passed on 
from one generation to the next, too often when parents, grand­
parents , or great grandparents pass on or downsize, their old 
photos are relegated to the trash or s tored in a such way where 
they are too often wrecked by the passing of time. The goal of the 
Brown County Historical Society's Digital Archive Project is to 
preserve as many of these photos as possible. However, this will be 
done not by archiving a huge collection of physical photographs. 
Rather what the Society wants to do is scan and digitize peoples' 
images and make them avai lable to the public online. 

The project was the idea of current 13CHS board vice president 
Chuck Golueke, and there were several different things to consider 
as the project was formulated. First was the technical aspect of 
scanning images. It needed to be determined which scan settings 
were best for different kinds of items. The scanned images needed 
to be high enough quality to be used in publications and simply 
placi ng a photo on a scanner and using a default setting wasn't 
going to suffice. Scanning the Society's items and the photos and 
documents brought in by those working on the project helped to 
teach which settings were best (in addition to jump starting the 
project by creating hundreds of image files). 

Another considerat ion is how to store the digital files and how 
to make them avai lable to the public. This is still being worked 
on, but partnering vvith Recollection Wisconsin appears to be 
the best direction. For more info on Recollection Wisconsin visit 
their website at recollectionwisconsin.org. 

Archiving digital material differs from archiving physical items. 
People who are searching for material on a particular subject are 

going to enter diffe rent thi ngs into search engines. The project 
needs to attach as many descriptive words to an image as possible. 
Jn the digital world this is called metadata. Let's go back to that 
picture of FDR giving his speech at Bay Beach in 1934. Besides 
FDR, period dress and au tomobiles, features of Bay Beach and 
other things have also been captured in that picture, and research­
e rs might be looking for those thi11gs. So the correct data needs to 
be attached to each image so that all its components can be easily 
searched out and located. C reating and attaching metadata is very 
time consuming, so the Historical Society will be working with 
OW-Green Bay's Arch ives and Area Research Center to help do 
the work. 

Another challenge is getting word out to the publ ic and actually 
scanning the material. To date the Historical Society has held th ree 
public scanning events, netting almost one thousand images. The 
Society has people schedule a time slot for its events based on the 
number of images they have. For those with a large number of 
items to be scanned (fifty or more) the Society will schedule an 
individual appointment(s). Announcements for public scanning 
events can be found on the Society's website and Facebook page, 
its website and Facebook page, and n umerous other Facebook 
groups and pages with links to the Green Bay and Brown County 
areas. When possible events will also be announced on local tele­
vision news shows. 

Those who let the Society add their images to its digital archive 
still retain all rights to the photos and are free to do with them 
as they choose to, just as they were able to before allowing them 
Society to scan them. In fact, for a small cost the Society will give 
donors a flash drive with all the scan ned image files. 

Even though the project is still in its early stages and final plans 
for making the images available online are still being refined, the 
Society is moving ahead collecting images. If you would be inter­
ested in letting the Society add your images to its collection, or if 
you have questions about the project, please don't hesitate to call 
or email the Society. You can contact us at the office at (920) 465-
2446, or email voyageur@uwgb.edu (please put "Digital Archive 
Project" in the subject line). 

Help the Brown County Historical Society preserve our area's 
history by adding your period images to its Digital Archive! 
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FATHER LEO 
A.RICKLIN 
Patron of the Arts in Green Bay 
by Carol Jones 

In 1907, Father Leo Alphonse Ricklin, pastor of St. John the Evan­
gelist Parish, Green Bay, presented the Kellogg Public Library with 
a collection of twenty-five engravings by artists of the sixteenth 
century. 1 One hundred years later, one of these pieces was included 
among the art treasures the Green Bay and De Pere Antiquarian 
Society purchased from the Brown County Library (successor to 
the Kellogg Public Library): Cornelis Galle the Eider's engraving 
of Peter Paul Rubens's painting of Judith beheading Holofernes.2 

Father Leo Alphonse Ricklin (1849- 1915) was born and edu­
cated in France. In 1873, he was ordained a Catholic priest in Lux­
embourg. As a talented musician, he played the violin, piano, and 
organ, and he sang in sacred music concerts:' 

Father Ricklin came to the United States in 1888 and was 
fmther educated at the Catholic University of America. There he 
met the future Bishop of Green Bay, Father Sebastian Messmer, 
who invited him in 1892 to serve as Chancellor of the diocese. 
In Green Bay, Father Ricklfo became involved in the Marquette 
Club.4 It had been organized by a group of Catholic laymen in 
1888 to provide reading and recreational meeting rooms for boys 
in homes and halls. The intent was to influence Catholic thought. 

Ricklin would give programs on the arts and history. He served 
as Vice President and with the Marquette Club erected histori­
cal markers in the area. One notable marker was to honor jean 
Nicolet at Red Banks. His interest in local history led to becoming 
a charter member of the Green Bay Historical Society and giving 
numerous presentations on historical subjects. 

In 1894, Ricki in was appointed pastor of SL. John's the Evangelist 
Parish.5 The history of St. John's Congregation written on April 
10th, 1898 by Miss Minnie J. Kelleher stated: "Father Ricklin was a 
profound student with a deep appreciation of the cultural [mean­
ings] in art, music and literature. This was realized by those who 
listened Sunday after Sunday at St. John the Evangelist Church to 
his glowing exposition of wisdom and knowledge contained in 
the Gospel, lifting the soul to spiritual heights yet unthought-of, 
as the beautiful world picture was placed before them, with that 
unique historic setting all his own, and all so rare."6 

When Ricklin died on Apri l 16, 1915, Arthur C. Neville, presi­
dent of the Green Bay Historical Society honored him in his report 
to the State Historical Society of Wisconsin. He described Father 
Ricki in as "enthusiastically proud of our country and its laws. He 



was an American through and through ... a cultured scholar and 
member of the Wisconsin State Historical Society".7 

In the early 1900s, Father Ricklin read a paper before the Cath­
olic Woman's Club on art from the Stone Age to the Renaissance. 
It inspired twelve members of the club to organize a separate art 
study group under the leadership of Mrs. Joseph Murphy. It was 
named the Ricklin Arts Club. The group studied European art, 
and over the years gradually expanded to art in all forms: archi­
tecture, music, literature, dance, stage, glass, and photography. 
Father Rick.Ii n's legacy of promoting the arts and art appreciation 
through the Catholic Woman's Club continued until the RickJin 
Arts Club was disbanded in 1996.R 

The story of this engraving is unique. Peter Paul Rubens com­
pleted his painting of Judith beheading Holofernes in I 609 at 
Antwerp, Belgium. Shortly afterwards, Rubens began commis­
sioning engraved prints made of his work, and Cornelis Galle 
the Elder (1576- l656) engraved Judith Beheading J-lolofernes.9 

However, Rubens's painting disappeared after I 610. Since that 
lime, it has remained on the International List of missing Art. 10 

If it were not for the fact that Rubens had this painting engraved, 
the image of his work would have been lost to the art world. 
Rubens (1577-1640) is viewed as one of the most important 
painters of the Baroque period and all of his work, even today is 
highly sought by collectors and scholars.11 

The story of the beheading of Holofernes by Judith is told in 
the Book of Judith in the Old Testament of the Bible. Judith, a 
beautiful widow, gains entrance into the tent of Assyrian general 
Holofernes. With his army, he was making plans to destroy 
Judith's home and the city of Bethulia. Overcome with drink, he 
becomes unconscious and is decapitated by Judith. His head is 
taken away in a basket often shown as carried off by an elderly 
female servant or her mother. She returns home a heroine. Judith 
is considered the symbol of liberty, virtue and victory of the 
weak over the strong in a just cause.i 2 The story was a favorite 
subject of many paintings and sculptures from the Renaissance 
(c. 1400-1600) and Baroque (c. 1600-1750) periods, and well into 
the twentieth century. The most notable artists were Donatello, 
Caravaggio, Botticelli, Mantegna, Giorgione, Titan, and Allori. 
Michelangelo also depicted the scene on the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel. Modern versions of this scene continued lo inspire artists 

On April 2, 1889 voters passed a referendum to support 
a Carnegie free library in Green Bay. The city received a 
$20,000 grant from Andrew Carnegie, the first offered in 
Wisconsin on condition the city provide a site and construct 
and maintain a building. The library grant was a very import­
ant issue to the fourth Green Bay Diocesan Bishop Sebastian 
Messmer, so much so that he donated two adjoining lots on 
Jefferson and Doty streets for construction of this library in 
1903. It was renamed in honor of philanthropist Rufus B. 
Kellogg, who had started the city's first two libraries. It was 
subsequently renamed the Brown County Library.•~ 

Works of other Flemish artists included in the gift of twen­
ty-five engravings: Carolus Collaert, 1576-I 656; Adriaen 
Collaert, 1590-1618; Jean-Baptiste Barbe, 1578-1649; and 
12 Scenes in the Life of Our Lord, 1552. These works were 
listed in the 1912 Kellogg Public Library Scrapbook and 
Green Bny Press-Gazette, March 16, 1923. Although Ricklin 
traveled Europe extensively before coming to the United 
States, it is unknown when or how he acquired this partic­
ular collection. 

such as Gustav Klimt and Franz Stuck. Even a 1914 film , Judith of 
Bet/111/in, was produced and directed by D. W. Grifflth. 13 

This engraving and all other artifacts purchased by the Anti­
quarian Society from the Brown County Library have been placed 
for safekeeping in the Neville Public Museum. The Society cur­
rently has selected artwork from their Heritage Collection on 
public display at the Neville, the downtown locations of Associ­
ated Bank and Nicolet National Bank, the Bishop Wycislo Center 
at St. Francis Xavier Cathedral, and Heritage Hill State Historical 
Park. A recent exhibit of the Howard Pyle paintings was held at St. 
Norbert College. Exhibits of part of the collection have traveled to 
New York and the Midwest. 

St. John the Evangelist Parish 

Top: A patron of the arts, Father Ricklin committed his life to sharing 

his knowledge of the Gospel. 
\Vikimcdia Commons 

Opposite, Left: Cornelis Galle the Eider's engraving of Rubens's paint­

ing preserved the original image produced by Rubens in 1609. The 

painting disappeared shortly after. 
\·Vikimcdi01 Commons 

Opposite, Middle: Sandro Boticelli's 1470 painting 'fl1e J?e/11m off11rlith 

lo Bet/111/in. The head of Holofcrnes is seen being carried by the women 

in the backround. 
Wikimcdia Commons 

Opposite, Right: Jean Baptiste Barbe's engraving of the painting St. 

Mathew with Halberd. Barbe was a prominent Flemish artist of his day. 
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On April 2, 1889 voters passed a referendum to support a Carn­
egie free library in Green Bay. The city received a $20,000 grant 
from Andrew Carnegie, the first offered in 't\Tisconsin on condition 
the city provide a site and construct and maintain a building. The 
library grant was a very important issue to the fourth Green Bay 
Diocesan Bishop Sebastian Messmer, so much so that he donated 
two adjoining lots on Jefferson and Doty streets for construction 
of this library in 1903. It was renamed in honor of philanthropist 
Rufus B. Kellogg, who had started the city's first two libraries. It was 
subsequently renamed the Brown County Library.14 

I. "Engravings for Library," Green flay Semi- Weekly Gazette, November 6, 1907. 

2. w1rn".antiquariansocierygbdp.org/p/homc.htrnl. 

3. "An Evening of Sacred Music; Green Bay Press-Gazette, August 23, 1894, 4. 

4."~larqueuc Club Has Record of 46 Year, of Continuous ~leetings; Formed in 1888:' 
Green Bay Press-Gazette, July I 8, 193·1; Tercentennial Edition, Civic and Social 
Section, 33. 

5. IJridccn Long. In /-/is \li11eyard, 1868-1983: A Series of Life Sketches of the Bishops, 
Priests, and Per111a11ent Deaco11s of the Green Bay /Jiocese, 2nd ed. (Pulaski. WI: 
l'ranciscan Publishers, 1983), 319. 

6. Minnie J. Kelleher, "1898: An E1·en1ful Year for St. John's Congregation- Four Notable 
Anniversaries," April 10, 1898. St. John the Evangelist Church Archive, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin. 

7. · Proceedings of the Society at ils Sixtr·1hird Annual Meeting: Reports of Local Auxil­
i:iry S(lcicties, Green Bay:' Oclober 21. 1915 (Madison: Democrat Printing Companr. 
1916), 61. 

S. Betsy Foley, Catholic \Vo111n11s Club: 100 years. Pioneers i11 Co1111111111ily Giving 
(Green Bay, WI: C.nholic Woman's Club,2000), 10-11. 

9. https: //en. wikipcdia.org/wiki/Cornelis_ Galle _the_Eldcr. 

JO. David Jaffe, /111be11s: A /\'Inst er i11 Ilic Mc1ki11,~ (New Haven, CT: Yale Univcrsily Press, 
2005), 183. 

11. htlps://cn.wi kipedin.org/,,1iki/ Pet~r_P;ml_Rubt.• ns . 

12. https://c>.pintercst.com/pin/420I0209001875327. 

13. lmps:/len. wikipedia.org/wiki/judith_nf _llethulia. 

14. llctsr Foley. Green /Jay: Gateway to the Great Waterway (\l'undland Hills, CA: 
Windsor Publications, 1983), 58. 

Chris Rand 

Left : 111e fo rmer Green Bay Public Library, built in 1903 as one 

of Wisconsin's earliest Carnegie libraries. 



For those of us who cannot read enough about the Old orthwesl 
Territory and related history, Wisconsin archivist and historian 
Peter Shrake has contributed a book wh ich focuses primarily upon 
the late pre-territorial years ofVVisconsin, viewed through the life 
and working career of john H. Kinzie. Kinzie served as the Indian 
sub-agent stationed al Fort Winnebago from December 1828 to 
July 1833. The story of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) Nation, espe­
cially how they attempted to deal with incursions upon their lead­
rich lands, and with the forced land sales by the US Government, 
is described through the career of Kinzie as the sub-agent. It was 
a remarkable time and place in Wisconsin history, and Shrake's 
book is an important addi tion to the scholarship. 

Kinzie was one of many young proteges of Lewis Cass and of 
key members of john Jacob Astor's American Fur Company. His 
father was involved in the fur trade and he grew up around the 
Indians living in the region. Shrake offers a few funny and inter­
esting accounts of Kinzie's time spent working for and living with 
Robert Stuart and his wife on Mackinac Island. Following Kinzie's 
life takes us from Chicago, where the fam ily is famous for being 
among the firs t non -Native settlers, to Mackinac Island, to Fort 
Winnebago, Prairie du Chien, and other important locations. 
Kinzie was present at many important historical events, such as 
the loss of Fort Dearborn and much of its garrison, landmark trea­
ties signed at Prairie du Chien and Butte des Moris the accidental 
wounding of Alexis St. Martin at Macki nac Island, and the sur­
render of Red Bird at Fort Winnebago. In the course of perform­
ing his duties as sub-agent to the Ho-Chunk people living near 
newly constructed Fort Winnebago, he interacted with key tribal 
leaders and with American government officials. He was fluent in 
several Indian languages and was interested in documenting the 
languages, including songs and stories of the Native peoples. He 
accompanied the Ho-Chunk delegation to Washington, DC, and 
other American ci ties. The Silver Man is a reference to Kinzie's 
duty to disburse the annual payments to the Winnebago people 
as agreed upon by the US Government through written treaties. 

It is easy lo see why Shrake chose to use Kinzie's career to il lus­
trate the times he helped to shape. Shrake also includes interesting 
and important information on Ki nzie's immediate and extended 
family. It is recommended by this reviewer that readers consul t 

The 

Silver Man 

The Life and Times of 
Indian A~ent .John Kinzie 

Juliette Magill Kinzie's Wau-Bw1: The "Early Day" in the North­
West ( 1856) as a companion piece to Sh rake's The Silver Man. 

There are several strong points made by Shrake in The Silver 
Man that readers will find useful in their study of th is histori­
cal period. Shrake provides a solid description of both American 
and British post- War of 1812 Indian policies. His description of 
the Prairie du Chien treaty as important to national securi ty is 
interesti ng. British influence was stil l strong after the war, and 
many Jndians looked upon the Bri tish as allies. Shrake describes 
Kinzie's job as sim ilar lo that of a diplomat in a foreign nation, 
as the First Nations were, in fact, considered independent and 
sovereign nations. Shrake does an excellent job of describing the 
position and duties of Indian agents and sub-agents and tells of 
frictions and rivalries wh ich existed between some of them. Many 
appointed officials profited from their positions and their con­
tacts with the US Government, and Shrake does not avoid men­
tioning that Kinzie was included among these men. When he had 
died suddenl y, he was serving as a paymaster with the U.S. Army 
during the Civil War. 

Historians are beholden lo primary sources, and, as Sh rake 
points out, many primary sources apparently have been lost, 
possibly to a fire in 1871, among other causes. The most serious 
loss was that of Kinzie's private lcllers and papers. Government 
documents remain but Kinzie's personal stories and his feelings 
about his position as sub-agent and the Ho-Chunk people and 
other Native nations can only be speculated upon. We do know 
that some who spent time with the Kinzies recorded their sincere 
respect and interest for the Indian peoples whom they interacted 
with. As Shrake points out, Kinzie was a product of his time. He 
was intimately involved with some of the most important events 
during his years as sub-agent to the Ho-Chunk people. His story 
is a usefu l and interesting means by wh ich to study the broader 
events of the times. 

James J. Ombrello, Jr. 
Voyaguer Editorial Committee 
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When the gales of November begin whipping their way up the 
Great Lakes, most of those living along their shores take heed. 
T he fate of the S.S. Edmund Fitzgerald is never far from mind. 
W hen the ga les of November start whipping up Lake Michigan 
along Sheboygan's shoreline, however, it is cause for celebration. 
Surf's up! This ph rase captures the spirit of an irreverent band of 
adventurers that have been d ipping surfboards into the icy waters 
of Lake Michigan for more than fifty years. Some Like It Cold 
tells the story of Sheboygan's surf scene, little known among those 
who live there but well known among hardcore sur fe rs from 
around the world. 

Surfing in Sheboygan was born in the mid- l 960s, a tiny bi t 
of counterc ulture in an otherwise staid, conservative small 
W iscons in ci ty. Most of the rebels were teenagers, a ll of them 
trying to make the most of the moment. The backdrop of this 
story, of course, is the Vietnam War. If your number came up in 
the draft, you went to war. One of the book's more memorable 
photos, from 1968, illustrates the contrast of cultu res. T he long­
haired, barefooted members of two Sheboygan surf clubs pose 
with their longboards on the steps of the monolithic Sheboygan 
County Courthouse, a stiffly formal W PA-era concrete structure. 
ll is one of the earliest photos of any surfing group from the Great 
Lakes region. 

Some Like II Cold is framed th rough the lives and times of Larry 
and Lee W ill iams, twin brothers w ho became obsessed with 
surfing while in junio r high school in the late 1960s. Their story 
is equal parts hero worship, ambition, persistence, adventure 
and misadventure, comedy, traged y, resurrection, and, finally, 
recognition. T heir story plays out in Sheboygan's working-class 
neighborhoods and along its Lake Michigan shoreli ne, at 
surf b reaks known to the locals as T he Elbow, North Point, 
Optenburg's, and The Zoo. 

In 1988, the Will iams brothers organized and hosted the first 
Dairyland Surf C lassic in Sheboygan, promoting it largely via 
word of mouth and newsletters for surfing enthusiasts. About 
twenty surfers from around the Great Lakes showed up on Labor 
Day weekend, seeking the waves on Sheboygan's breaks. Finding 
few worth surfing, they settled for beer, burgers, brats, and watch­
ing surf film s. Word spread among surfers both nationwide and 

worldwide, and the Dairyland Surf Classic grew. Sheboygan and 
Wisconsin tourism boosters embraced it. In 2000, a film crew 
documented the Labor Day weekend festivities. But the Williams 
brothers never sold out, keepi ng the Surf Classic true lo its roots. 

Some Like It Cold reads a bit like a story scribbled on bar 
napkins al one of Sheboygan's working-class taverns, which is part 
of its charm. William Povletich, the author, captures the Williams 
brothers' oral history of a wonderfully quirky aspect of Wiscon­
s in life. It's the most va luable kind of local history, a story told 
by those who lived it, and in some of those s tories, lived to tell 
about it. Their s tories seem as if they cou ld stumble into cliche 
and caricature at any moment, yet they never do. Povletich and 
the W illiams brothers keep it real. 

Some Like It Cold is valuable to surfers and non-surfers alike too. 
Years from now, enthusiasts will be able to open the book, check 
the map of Sheboygan's surf breaks- there are more than twenty 
of them-then go see whether the surf is still up there. Local his­
torians will be able to trace the evolutio n of Sheboygan's infor­
mal surf clubs from the original, the Lake Shore Surf C lub, which 
the Williams brothers longed lo join in the 1960s, to Team Blatz, 
which they helped bring together th irty years later. Along the way, 
Larry and Lee Williams go from wannabes lo tribal elde rs. 

T h is is the second edition of So111e Like It Cold, which was first 
published in 2010. Povletich and his publishers have tacked on a 
new but largely unnecessary final chapter in which the Wil liams 
bro thers host their Dairyland Su rf Classic for the last time. Some 
Like It Cold, Povletich's story of the Williams brothers a nd She­
boygan's ri ch surf cul ture, is an entertaining, engaging, and cap­
tivating look into a little-known aspec t of northeast Wisconsin's 
history and global reach. 

Jeff Ash 
Gannett Wisconsin Media, Green Bay 
\/oyag11er Editorial Committee 
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by Tony La Luzerne 
When conducting any kind of research, you never 
know what serendipity wi ll bring you. Afte r volun­
teering to wri te this Looking Back article, T thought 
about a photograph that had piqued my interest 
while researching my Belgian heri tage. The older 
photo shows the Brussels House in Door County. 
After reading fellow Belgian-American C lete Del­
vaux's informative article on "Three Corners, 
Green Bay" in the las t issue of Voyageur, and 
reminiscing about a pig's dinner from Dehn's, I 
began researching the photo. What I learned was 
that the location of the bu ildings in this photo 
was known as "Five Corners;' the origina l nick­
name local residents gave to the town of Brus­
sels. The area encompasses the intersection of 
Door County Highway C, County Highway 
DK, School Road, and junction Road on the 
south end of the town of Brussels. 

Several Belgian families settled in the 
Brussels area in the early 1850s and the 
town was founded in 1858. Much of the 
town was destroyed in the fire of October 
I 871 that cut a swath through north­
eastern Wisconsin on both sides of the 
bay of Green Bay. In response to the 
destruction of their mostly wooden 
structures, many homes and build­
ings were rebuilt using brick. If you 
look closely at the older photo, 

you can make out the signature ha lf-c ircle attic window on the 
Brussel House and the store next door. When d rivi ng through 
Brussels and other small town s in Door and Kewaunee coun ties, 
many examples of these Belgian-American homes and buildings 
still exist, identified by the bull's-eye or half-circle attic window. 
Because of their historic natu re, many homes and areas in Door 
County arc on the Nat ional Register of Historic Places. 

According to an interview with Joseph Pierre in 1976, Fran k 
Pie rre, Sr., (Joseph's grandfather), bui lt the Brussel House Hotel 
in 1900. Frank Pierre, Sr., born in Belgium, was an early settler 
in Brussels, a long-t ime postmaster, and the fi rst Brussels town 
chai rman. Marcellin Bournoville eventually bought the land and 
building and his son john took over run ning the establishment. 
ll served as a hotel, dance hall, and tavern. The bu ilding late r 
burned down in May of 1923. Newspaper accounts at the time 
reported a bucket brigade of one hundred to two hundred people 
was formed to help put out the fi re and save nearby st ructu res. 
The build ing was described as being tv.ro stor ies high and measur­
ing approximately forty by sixty-eight fee t. 

Within a year, John Bournoville rebuilt the hotel on the same 
site, but on a slightly smal ler scale. The current building houses 
the Door Bible Baptist Church . According to Barb Engelber t 
Chisholm, a native of the area and member of the Namur Belgian 
Heritage Foundation, that bui lding origi nally had a second 
story but she was told it had been removed. For many years it 
was kn own as Albert's, a local high sch ool hangout she describes 
as "sort of like Arnold's of Happy Days:· lt housed a res taurant 
and bar run by Ceil and Gordon Alberts. The restauran t had two 
booths, a table, and several stools at the counter. 



The other main building shown in both photos was the general 
store. Built by Gabriel Pierre (son of Frank Sr.) from 1906 101907, 
for several years it also housed the post office in the back end 
of the store. Although the building still has the Brussels Store 
sign painted on the side, Chisholm remembers the store as Hen­
quinet's. Gabriel Pierre's daughter Mae married Clarence Hen­
quinet and together they ran the store for over fifry years. The 
fate of th is historic building. which is currently vacant, is ye t to be 
determined. If any of our readers have memories of growing up 
in this area, please send us your stories. For more information on 
researching Belgian heritage or similar topics, use the followi ng 
link: h ttps:// uwdc.I ibrary. wisc.ed u/ collections/ W l/BelgA m rCol/ 
or visit the Universi ty of Wisconsin- Green Bay Archives and 
Area Research Center on the seventh floor of the Cofrin Library. 

' 
~ 
' 

Tony La Luzerne is a Cataloging Librarian and Archives Assistant at UW- Green Bay. He is also on the Board of Directors of the 
Brown County Historical Society and a member of the Voyageur Editorial Committee. His paternal ancestors were among the early 
groups of Belgians that settled in Door and Kewaunee counties. 

Opposite: \e\'t:-ral in<li\'iduals congregating in iront ol the origin.II Brus~els I lou,e, huilt in 1900 by Frank Pierre, :-.r. 

hlll\ J .1 I U/t."111('" 

Top: The Brussels Store (Henquinet's) today, next lo the original location of the Hrusseb House. lhl· front of the stme has been 
restruL"lure<l t"rom the origin,11. 

Above Right: .-\n illustration of a half: drcle window"' seen on thl· Brusseb I louse. 
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Attention Businesses and Organizations! 
We need your help! 

\ 11r11gcur 'ial'/ Ii cast I \'isco11si11~ Hi~tohw/ Rcl'icll' relies on three 
sources of income to generate the revenue we need to continue 
publishing: Subscription sales, patron gift and advertising. 

Vision Stakmcnt. A Northeast Wisconsin whose history is accu­
rately researched, documented and made available to its residents. 

,1~~111r 'i LL 11 Voyageurs mission is to preserve and share 
the rich and deep history of Northeast Wisconsin by producing 
a relevant, attractive and stimulating publicatio n that tells that 
history through both academic and popular articles. 

Historically, adverti sing sales has accounted for almost one half of 
Voyageurs income. But changes in both the publishing environ­
ment and in the non-profit world as a whole has had a less than 
positive impact on our advertising. 

Plans are be ing executed to greatly expand Voyageurs digital pres­
ence and make the magazine an even more attractive advertising 
venue, including listing advertisers on the Voyageur website along 
with links to their websites. 

During Voyageurs 32 yea rs of publication we've shared over 400 
articles about the history of Northeast Wisconsin. Please help us 
to share the countless other stories of our past that are still waiting 
to be told. 

Voyageur is a few issues away from fully implementing a new 
website and some other initiatives, but we still need your help 
now. Please consider supporting Voyageur and its mission by 
advertising your business or organization in the magazine. 

For more information contact the Voyageur office: 

Phone: (920) 437-1840 
Email: voyageur@uwgb.edu 



the Astor Historic District, Hazelwood is a fine example of Greek 
Revival architecture, built overlooking the Fox River in 1837. It was 
the home of three generations of the Martin family, who were a 
political and cultural force in the city and state for 100 years. 
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c§t& /tR/le/ 
The "Grindbygging" Viking House 

an L J 'h-centUly replica i · now re located on lbc UW-Grccn Bay campus. 

Historian , school groups , Scandinavian-heritage communi1ics and 

craftspeople arc welcome to host an event at tbi beautiful anc.l 

hi 1oiic addition to cumpus . 
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