




































































































l.orril.' Otto .dong with other, "''-'r'-' prc,t!nt during tc,11munr 111 the ();\!{\ administr:niw h.:aring on DDT. 

Assembly Majority Leader Paul Alfonsi of Minocqua, a popular 
North Woods destination, didn ' t waste time. The clay after Han­
son's dramatic announcement, he told his assembly colleagues 
the dist ribution of leaflets was objectionable. "Such efforts by 
Hanson can only hurt the tourist industry in the state,'· he 
··1 •m as much against pollution, which apparently is caused by 
DDT, as anyone else." 

The next day, Hanson fired back at Alfonsi. 'The truth. and it 
may hurl , is that the Wisconsin Legislature by its foi lurc Lo come 
to gri ps with the pesticide problem is to blame for any harm that 
may be done to our great tourist industry as a resu lt of the level 
of pesticide residue found in fish taken from Wisconsin waters."26 

The Vi las County Board voted to send a letter of objection to 
the counci l for its "asinine" publicity.27 Representative Gordon 
Bradley of Oshkosh chastised Hanson for "blackmailing the Leg­
islature at the expense of the tourist industry."28 

The handbi lls were "without any basis in fact" said the Wausau 
Record-Herald in an April 17 editorial. "There is no reason to be 
alarmed about the 1969 fishing season in inland waters. However, 
this does not mean that we can overlook the DDT problem. It 
cou ld, conceivably, result in unsafe levels in Wisconsin fish five 
or ten or fifty years from now."29 

Other newspapers took on the legislature for fa iling to act. 
"All this, of course, is likely to bring screams from Wisconsin 

resort operators and related business that depend on the tourism 

trade," said the Janesville Ga:elfe on Apri l 9. 'The outrage, 
however, should be directed al the Legislature, not Lhe conserva­
tion council. You do not curse a sunbeam because it ill uminates 
a pigsty."30 

The Waukesha Free111a11 slammed Alfon i on April 11 : 
"Assemblyman Alfonsi, like so many of his fellows in the legis­
lature, has a penchant for brushing problems under the cloakroom 
rug or the capitol in Madison. So it comes naturally for him to 
concede DDT is a threat to human as well as an imal life, but he'd 
just as soon keep it quiet." This, the newspaper sa id, " is another 
example of attempting to protect special interests at the cost of 
not defending the public interest."31 

Were the handbills distributed? The Vilas County News-Review 
answered that question on April I 0, writing, ·'To dramatize its 
conclusion, the Resource Council began this week to distrib­
ute 20,000 warning posters."32 On April 14, the Capital Times 
of Madison ran an article by Vilas County News-Review editor 
Dan Satran, which reported that the handbi lls would also be 
"passed out by students in various university communities, such 
as La Crosse [sic] and Stevens Point."33 The !alter, of course, was 
home to the president of the Citizens Natural Resources Associa­
tion, Frederick Baumgartner. 

Art Oeluneke, a fishery expert for the DNR in Woodruff, said 
in the same article that while he favored a DDT ban, there was 
no reason for sport fi shermen to worry about fi sh in northern 
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Wisconsin. DDT concentrations in northern fish were below FDA 
standards for other types of food, he said. The highest concen­
trations of DDT were in downstate waters, he added. The source 
of DDT contamination in the north likely came from insect 
bombs and fogging for mosqui toes and other nuisance species, 
Oeluneke said. 

Governor Knowles, a dedicated sportsman, was compelled to 
issue a statement in advance of the open-water fishing opener 
about the safety of Wisconsin fi sh taken from inland waters. 
"The Department of Natura l Resources has given assurances 
that fi sh taken from our in land waters are completely safe and 
wholesome," Know les said in a statement issued prior to the 
Great Lakes governors meeting in Chicago concerning pesticide 
poisoning in Lake Michigan.H "Although the presence of DDT 
poses a se1ious threat to commercial and sport fi shing in the Great 
Lakes, Wisconsin 's inland lakes are not similarly threatened." 

Knowles didn ' t tell people not to eat Great Lakes fish, but he 
didn 't give them the same endorsement as fi sh in inland waters. 
On the same day Knowles issued his statement, Mich igan gover­
nor Wi ll iam Mil liken asked merchants and residents in his state 
to cease using and selling DDT. 

Did Martin Hanson's handbill scheme work? It obviously gar­
nered public attention, and politics- to a much greater degree 
than science-was highly sensitive to public opinion. 

Discover how such public attention, paired with scientific tes­
timony on the environmental effects of DDT, shaped the 1969 
hearing and inspired the later legislation that ultimately banned 
the pesticides in greater detail in author Bill Berry's study of Wis­
consin's landmark environmental fight in Ba1111ing DDT: How 
Citizen Activists Led the Way, published by the Wisconsin Histor­
ical Society Press. 
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Attention Businesses and Organizations! 
We need your help! 

\ (11•11gcur: Northeast Wisconsin's Historical Review relies on three 
sources of income to generate the revenue we need to continue 
publishing: Subscription sales, patron gift and advertising. 

Vb1on \t,1t.:mcnt: A Northeast Wisconsin whose history is accu­
rately researched, docu mented and made available to its residents. 

\ !1..,::.1011 \ t 1L<:mc11t Voyageur's mission is to preserve and share 
the rich and deep history of Northeast Wisconsin by producing 
a relevant, attractive and stimulating publication that tel ls that 
history through both academic and popular articles. 

Historically, advertising sales has accounted for almost one half of 
Voyageur's income. But changes in both the publishing environ ­
ment and in the non-profi t world as a whole has had a less than 
positive impact on our advertising. 

Plans are being executed to greatly expand Voyageur's digital pres­
ence and make the magazine an even more attractive advertising 
venue, including listing advertisers on the Voyageur website along 
with links to their websites. 

During Voyageur's 32 years of publication we've shared over 400 
articles about the history of Northeast Wisconsin . Please help us 
to share the countless other stories of our past that are s till waiting 
to be told. 

Voyageur is a few issues away from fully implementing a new 
website and some other initiatives, but we sti ll need your help 
now. Please consider supporting Voyageur and its m ission by 
advertising your business or organization in the magazine. 

For more information contact Kent Crain 
at the Voyageur office: 

Phone: (920) 465-2446 
Email: voyageur@uwgb.edu 
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I 
n the fall of 2017, the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
campus will receive a gift fit for a Viking: a grindbygning 
(grind building), a timber-framed house modeled on those 
from Viki11g Age Norway. The house belongs to Owen 
Christiwson and Elizabeth McPherson of Stratford, Wis­

consin, married Viki ng reenactors who built their grind building 
five years ago to experience more directly what it was like to live in 
the Viking Age. Through careful study, they have created a house 
as beautiful and in some ways as close to the original as Viking­
style houses built in experim ental archaeology parks in Scandi­
navia. Now that Owen and Elizabeth plan to retire out of state, 
they wish to donate this remarkable building to the UW-Green 
Bay campus. 

UW-Green Ba)' is an ideal place for what the faculty and stu­
dents are calling the "Viking Saga House:· (This st)•le of building 
is often called a "longhouse;' but its design and function is quite 
distinct from Native American longhouses, and we are using a 
different name to avoid confusion.) We are one of the few col­
leges in the upper Midwest that offer Old Norse, the lwguage of 
the Vikings. Our faculty are leaders in the cutting-edge field of 
experimental archaeology, with successful faculty-student initia­
tives that study the armor worn by Alexander the Greal's army 
(the Linothorax Project of Greg Aldrete aJld former student Scott 
Bartell) and ancient texti les (the Flax Project of Alison Gates and 
Heidi Sherman). During the past four years, Professor Sherman's 
experiential archaeology seminars have visited Owen and Eli'ta­
beth's place to blacksmith, cook \lilting recipes, and weave in the 
setting of the Viking Saga House where the students experience 
deeper inspired learning in a living history setting. As Owen said 
during a recent visit, "You can study the Middle Ages or the Viking 
Age, and you can read books on it, but if you actually experience it 
in a setting like this il brings it to life. And that's something that's 
very hard lo do in a classroom:' 

Bringing the Viking Saga House to the UW-Green Bay campus 
will extend lhis unique learn ing opportunity to many more of 
our students and the broader Green Bay community. We envi­
sion partnering with science faculty to offer courses on ancient 
fermentation and cookery, using the Saga House's flre pit. Also, 
with the acquisition of the Saga House, UW-Grecn Bay will 
become the only university in the University of Wisconsin System 
with a warp-weighted loom, a unique loom structure that most 
hand-weavers have only ever seen in pictures in old books, despite 
the fact that, for centuries, virtually all textiles-large and small ­
that kept Europeans alive and healthy were woven on them. And 
because we are a public university, these and other opportunities 
would be extended to K-12 students, students from other colleges 
and universities, and community organizations such as the Sons 
of Norway, among others. 

Professor Heidi Sherman is a medieval historian who 
has been teaching at UW-Green Bay for nine years. 

Natalya Jensen graduated from Uv\T-Green Bay in 2016 
with a bachelor of arts in history. 

Elizabeth McPherson and Owen Christianson, builders of the Viking 
Saga House. 

Abow and Below: Kimberly \Ilic; 
l.eft: Arnold Lelis 

Although the house will be donated, we are raising funds for the 
expensive move to Green Bay next year. Please consider support­
ing this project through a tax-deductible donation, using the 
UW-Green Bay Universit)' Advancement page at https://secure. 
qgiv.com/for/uwgb/restriction/VikingSagaHouse. 

Please direct questions to Professor Heidi Sherman at 
(920) 465-5146 or sherman h@uwgb.edu. 
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University of Wisconsin-Green Bay Archives, Cofrin Library 

An interesting anecdote to the cornerstone discovery is that the deposit format was verydit1erent than what was expected, based on these photographs 

of the ceremony. The above photographs tel l a story that during the ceremony, the steel box containing all the artifacts was encased into one of the 

cement blocks, and sealed with cement. However, it may have been that this act sen·ed more ceremonial than practical purposes, because when the 

cornerstone was fou nd, buried in the foundation, there was no sign of the ceremon ial cinder blocks that was expected to be found. This part of the 

story remains somewhat mysterious. 
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AN INTERESTING BUT NEARLY FORGOTTEN EPISODE 
in the early history of the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
took place before the campus was even constructed. In the open 
plot of land connected to the Shorewood golf course, Chancellor 
Edward Weidner-along with several prominent members of the 
Universi ty of Wisconsin System-and key city figures gathered to 
mark the occasion of the building of a new four-year university 
in the city of Green Bay. To do so, they gathered together at a 
ceremony placing artifac ts and documents in a cornerstone time 
capsule that was to be opened fifty years later. 

My Arst involvement wi th the cornerstone began in the summer 
of2015, during my internship at the UW-Green Bay Archives and 
Area Research Center. As an intern, one of the projects that l had 
a chance to work on was the UW-Green Bay cornerstone. O rig­
inally, it was not even well known that a "cornerstone" or time 
capsule existed anywhere on the campus. However, this important 
but somewhat obscure moment of the university's history did not 
escape the persistent attentio n of Deb Anderson, the UW-Green 
Bay Archives and ARC coordinator. Deb took a special interest in 
the idea of reviving awareness of the cornerstone just in time for 
the university's fiftieth anniversary, which was arriving forthwith, 
and put me right to work. 

The cornerstone project began with a historical primary source, 
which had been tucked away in the university archives. This doc­
ument was a map that Chancellor Weidner had penned himself 
depicting the spot on the hallway floor where the cornerstone was 
deposited. A note in bold writing warned not to throw the map 
away because it was the "only map" that existed. The original cor­
nerstone was not in an obvious location, and may never have been 
found if not for this obscure reference. This search for hidden 
artifacts was one of the more exciting aspects of the project from 
the perspective of an intern. 

Plans were discussed on how to excavate the cornerstone 
which (according to the chancellor's map) was planted below 
an unmarked tile floor, underneath a plaque displaying a quote 
from the chancellor himself. Several ideas were proposed to more 
precisely determine its location, possibly using a metal detector 
or ground-penetrating radar, but ultimately a decision was made 
to conduct reconnaissance by drilling down into the concrete, in 
accordance with the measurements issued in the map. 

Several interesting objects and documents were discovered 
inside the old cornerstone. The much anticipated excavation-

ncoun er 
by Sean Gleason 

which was conducted by the facilities manager Paul Pinkston 
and his team-unearthed a not-so-well preserved box of slightly 
decomposed treasures. The scene was alive with a crowd of curious 
faculty and archive staff. Academic technology sent a video crew 
to record Deb as she narrated the uncovering of campus artifacts, 
which had not seen the ligh t of day for fifty years. 

The cornerstone was also the inspiration for the 2015-2016 
UV\'-Green Bay time capsule project. With the help of the dedi­
cated leadership and patient coordination of the a rchives director, 
the tradition was passed from one generation to the next. This 
task started with me researching options for a new time capsule. 
Then, Deb formed a committee that included several other uni­
versity staff members, professors, students, and me to collaborate 
and plan the next iteration of this historical tradition. 

The capsule design itself took on a form unfamiliar compared 
with its predecessor, and its location was changed to the library 
lobby, which as Chancellor Weidner remarked, was "the heart 
of the campus." A campus survey was designed by the archives 
to reach o ut to students and faculty to include them in the deci­
sion-making process for what artifacts to include in the time 
capsule; a promotional video-courtesy of the history club-was 
produced lo encourage participation as well. 

The culmination of all these efforts was a time capsule dedica­
tion ceremony held in the library lobby, where the objects were 
displayed one last time before the final act of depositing them for 
their fifty-year retirement in the new time capsule. Those who 
contributed to the planning and execution or the time capsule 
p roject were invited to join in on sending off o ur collage of an 
epoch. The objects we deposited in our capsule were meant to be 
a representative and equitable cross section of the present-our 
small gift for the future. Distinguished figures such as Chancellor 
Gary Miller, Council of Trustees Chair Lou LeCalsey, Deb Ander­
son-and even I-put the project to rest with some remarks in the 
p resence of university staff, students, and guests who had gath­
ered for the occasion. 

For me, having a chance to work in the a rchives and see history 
in action was a formative experience. Not only did I gain expe­
rience conducting historical research, but l also increased my 
understanding of why h istory ought to be a central defining value 
of an advancing culture, whether at the macro level such as a 
nation-state or at the micro level such as a university in Green 
Bay, Wisconsin. 
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Furniture and found two children under age l4 working there. 
The company let them go to be in compliance with the law. 

The exhibit includes a clipper sleigh and a juvenile chair on 
display from Appleton Toy and Furniture Company. Another toy 
on display is a "Bronko Pony" rocking toy. Richard Kahn made 
this walking toy based on the patent designed at Appleton Toy 
and Furniture in 1938. Kahn was the son of a former owner of the 
company. Kahn even appeared as a model in the advertisements 
for the Bronko Pony in the 1930s. 

A new toy factory was established in 1920. The Toy Company 
of America made juvenile furniture, wooden pull toys, hand­
painted animal toys, shoo-flys, doll houses, and other playsets 
under the trademark "Am erica's Santa Claus:' Many of their toys 
were smaller than those made by Appleton Toy and Furniture. 
They had a variety of playsets, including a Noah's Ark, which is 
on display. The line was very successful and was sold in stores 
around the country, but the company was short-lived. It closed 
in December 1925 because it d id not pay off a $10,000 mortgage. 
This resulted in the company having to lay off 100 workers. 

There was also a toy factory in Hortonville, but the parent 
company, American Toy and Furniture, was based in Illinois. 
The Hortonville manufacturing plant, known locally as the "toy 
factory;' made a variety of wooden toys from about the 1940s 
through the 1990s. These included play furniture, easels, toy 
boxes, and educational toys. A wooden doll high-chair made at 
this factory is featured in the exhibit. 

Furniture companies sometimes made toys in addition to their 
other products. For instance, around 1930, Appleton Wood Prod­
ucts Company manufactured Happy Builder Blocks, an edu­
cational building toy. Patty Smith Hill, a New York pioneer in 
theories of education through play, invented Hill Floor Blocks, 
which were specifically aimed at kindergarten -aged children to 
foster creativity. Appleton Wood Products Co. made and distrib­
uted Hill's invention under the name "Happy Builder Blocks:· 
These blocks were large, grooved maple boards that allowed chil­
dren to build sturdy, multi-story structures large enough for them 
to play inside. A 1932 advertisement for the Happy Builder Blocks 
states, "Happy Builders bring out and develop leadership, imag­
ination, observation, originality, and initiative. They stimulate 
mechanical aptitude, the spirit of co-operation and foster health­
ful exercise:' A few of these blocks can be seen in the exhibit, and 
replicas can be played with at the activity table. 

Toys are an important part of childhood and are part of every­
one's personal histories. Play: The Golden Age of Toys is not only 
a walk down memory lane but a chance for children of all ages 
to explore vintage and classic toys (and play with some too!). We 
hope that something visitors take away from the exh ibit is that 
though many people have fond memories of national brand toys 
like Barbie, Tinkertoys, or Slinky, toys have an important place in 
local history as well. 

The toys pictured here arc on display at the History Museum at the 

Castle in Appleton. Ruth Lidcr made toys like this high chair, right, at the 

Hortonville factory. She gave the one on display to her granddaughter, 

Lee Brueggemann, as a gift around 1970. 
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Ble:1ze 01·ang,e: 
Whitetail Deer Hun ting in Wisconsin 

DlAlf DRA~lif 
TRAV IS DEWITZ 

129 pages, softcover, $29.95. Trav is Dewitz Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2014. 

Travis Dewitz, a professional photographer based in Eau Claire, 
has produced a pictorial essay collection of an iconic annual cul­
tural event in Wisconsin. In Blaze Orange: Wh itetail Deer Hunting 
in Wisconsin, the reader tags along with Dewitz as he mingles 
with hunters from the west-central section of the state, a game 
warden, various merchants, meat processors, a knife craftsman, 
and, of course, whitetail deer. 

Thomas H. Garver, former director of the Madison Ari Center 
and author of the book's forward, points out that documenting 
deer season in Wisconsin requires a plan and a vision of the end 
product. Dewitz decided to attempt to capture "timeless" photo­
graphs that will seem fam il iar to almost any Wisconsin resident, 
whether they hunt or not. The variety of photographs in Blaze 
Orange includes much more than the actual hunting of white­
tai l deer. Family farms, level farmland, and forests are included. 
Camps and campfires illustrate the places of relaxation and enjoy­
ment after the hunt. Preparation for the hunt can be half of the 
fun, and Dewitz included plenty of photographs of hunters stock­
ing up with supplies. After a deer is harvested, the animal is pro­
cessed and, as Dewitz documents, it is not only the meat that is 
uti lized. The skins are processed for gloves and other products, 
and the heads and antlers are often saved as mementos of the suc­
cessful hunt. 

On an emotional level, Dewitz recalls the anxious feeling of 
·waking up and getting ready to hunt on opening day, especially 
when young and just beginning to hunt whitetail deer. Those of 
us who began hunting whitetail deer as children can relate to the 
anticipation and hope of seeing that big buck run in front of us 
at dawn on opening morn ing. The photographs in Blaze Orange 
capture the com mon feelings and emotions that help to make 
whitetail deer hunting season so special and memorable. The 
faces of the hunters and the mix of camouflage and blaze orange 
clothing are familiar because they are seen all over the state of 
Wisconsin during deer season. The dark and cold colors of late 
fa ll are highl ighted by blaze orange in many of the photographs. 

The spirit of comradeship between fellow hunters and the 
special ties between generations of family members and relatives 
joined together in the ritual of the annual whitetail deer hunt are 
featu red in this book. Dewitz presents the small fa mily-owned 
businesses which supply the needs of the hunters and add to the 
feeling of comradeship. Convenience stores, sport shops, a taxi­
dermy shop, a meat market, and taverns are all featured in the 

pages of Blaze Orange. The pride in the faces of the fam ilies and 
the business owners illustrate special feelings which come to the 
surface during deer season in Wisconsin. Dewitz properly docu­
ments that the women of Wisconsin are participating more fre­
quently in whitetail deer hunti ng. Photographs of wives, sisters, 
daughters, and granddaughters are all included in the collection. 

The photographs in Blaze Ora11ge capture their subjects in a 
natural, relaxed, and non-staged environment. This is a credit 
to both the photographer and the hospi tality of the people being 
photographed. 

Dev1itz could have ventured into documenting deer camps 
and individual preferences of hunting- for example: walking or 
si tting in a blind, or the choice of firearms-but one could go off 
in many directions on this subject. In Blaze Orange, Dewitz pro­
vides a nice pictorial essay on the landscape and the wide variety 
of people who participate in a variety of ways in the annual white­
tail deer hunting season in west-central Wisconsin. 

It is only fair to warn those who choose not to participate in deer 
hunting or hold strong feelings against the hunting of animals 
that some of the photos of processing the whitetails might offend, 
especially if the reader has not been exposed to meat processing 
in the past. Making maxi mum use of the harvested whitetail deer 
is the hunters' way of showing respect for the natural resource. 
Even so, it is not something everyone would want to see. 

Blaze Orange will make a nice coffee table piece for genera­
tions of Wisconsin deer hunters to share as they remember their 
own stories and timeless memories of hunting whiteta il deer in 
Wisconsin. 

James J. Ombrello Jr. 
Voyageur Editorial Committee 

"The spirit of coniradeship bel1-veen 
fellow hunters and the special ties 

between generations of family rnembers 
and relatives joined together ... " 
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Growing Up in Vince Lombardi's Green Bay 

ROGER DIER 

468 pages, softcover, $19.95. Roger Dier 
North Charleston, SC: Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, 2015. 

Green Bay has a deep history stretching back beyond the arrival of 
the first Europeans. Much of that history has been documented, 
preserved, and shared, but no one subject has received as much 
attention as the Green Bay Packers. Countless books explore 
Packers history, most focused on the stories of individuals, spe­
cific seasons or games, or the team's general history. Roger Dier's 
captivating memoir, Green & Gold Memories: Growing Up in 
Vi11ce Lombardi's Gree11 Bay, offers much more. 

Dier came to Green Bay with his fam ily from International 
Falls, Minnesota in the fa ll of 1958. He was three years old when 
his father began playing hockey for the Green Bay Bobcats. The 
story of Lombard i's Packers is an important part of the book and 
is effectively woven into Dier's narrative, with each season serving 
as a milepost as he takes the reader through the years. But Gree11 
& Gold Memories is also memoir about growing up i.n the 1960s 
and into the early 1970s. 

Some of the Packers' crucial games of the 1960s are covered in 
excellent detail , including battles such as between Johnny Unitas 
and the Baltimore Colts, or the 1965 title game against the Cleve­
land Browns. The book touches on the 1966 NFL championship 
game against the Cowboys and the Packers' victory in Super 
Bowl I against the Kansas City Chiefs, but it pays most attention 
to the 1967 season and the famed "Ice Bowl" against the Dallas 
Cowboys. The final five minutes of the "Ice Bowl" are broken 
down in minute detai l, culminating, of course, in Bart Starr's 
championship-winn ing plunge across the goal line. 

Of special note is Dier's recounting of the story of Chuck 
Mercein, the unsung hero of the "lee Bowl." Though Mercein's 
stats were not remarkable, he gained thirty-four of the Packers' 
total sixty-eight yards in the final, game-winning drive of the "Ice 
Bowl:' But Mercein's story goes beyond the statistics. It is a won­
derful telling of Mercein's relationship with Lombardi beyond the 
coach's tenure with Green Bay and of his thoughts and reactions 
as a player with the Packers. 

The fans' relationship with the Packers and their players during 
the Lombardi years is something most people younger than forty 
or fifty years old today would have a hard time understanding. 
For example, imagine the reaction today if a group of eight­
or nine-year olds showed up at the door of a Packer player for 
autographs. That sort of thing was done in those days, and Dier 
recounts stories of himself and his fr iends going to the homes of 
Boyd Dowler, Doug Hart, and Bob Long Lo ask for autographs. 
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Lombardi's relationships with some of the people of Green Bay 
are also looked at, and th rough them we gain some insights into 
Lombardi that a lot of Packer fans may not be used to-some fla t­
tering, some not so. But that is something else that makes this 
book special. Though we can see the "hero worship" that young 
boys of the time exhibited towards the team and Lombardi, the 
stories Dier shares are also real and accurate. 

Even though Green & Gold Memories is rich with stories about 
Lombardi and the Packers, it is, more than anything else, a memoir 
of growing up five or six decades ago. Th rough the eyes of a young 
boy, preteen, and fina lly teenager, the reader takes part in a gamut 
of experiences on both small and large scales. Dier discusses the 
JFK assassination, including his and other chi ldren's reactions to 
it, along with his observations of the reactions of the adults in his 
life. His descriptions of that day and the events following are sure 
to bring the reader's memories of the event to the surface. 

While we see JFK, Apollo l l , and the Beatles through Dier's 
eyes, what the reader is most exposed to are the adventures, mis­
adventures, trials, and tribulations of growing up. Friends and the 
development of the relationsh ips between them, being bullied 
and doing some bullyi ng of his own, hunting with his father, 
camping under the stars, trekking across a frozen Green Bay with 
his fr iends, the transition from grade school to junior high and 
then onto high school, being the son of a local athlete, playing 
hockey, and holding basement boxing matches are just some of 
the experiences Dier shares with the reader as we follow him into 
early adulthood. 

Green & Gold Mernories is an extremely well-written book that 
readers will finish much sooner than they anticipated. It is highly 
recommended. 

Manager 
Voyageur Magazine 



224 pages, paperback, $19.95. 

Milwaukee Mayhe1n: 
Murder and Mystery in the 

Cream City's First Century 

Madison: Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2015. Matthew J. Prigge 

In his prologue to Milwaukee Mayhem, Matthew Prigge writes, 
"These stories, and their actors, are the orphans of history. They 
are too obscure to fi t into the standard historical narrative. There 
are few heroes here and even fewer lessons learned:' Appropriately, 
Prigge titles his prologue "The Orphans of History;' preparing 
the reader for a long chronicle of disasters both large and smal l. 
Th roughout this engaging collection of stories, which mines the 
archives of the Milwaukee Sentinel, the Milwaukee Journal, and, 
occasionally, the Chicago Tribune, Prigge has rediscovered a lost 
world, one that many Milwaukeeans might wish had remained 
buried in the past. 

Prigge divides his book into four sections: "Murder;' "Acci­
dents;' "Vice;' and "Secrets:' He begins on a pious note, remind­
ing readers that Father Marquette, Milwaukee's firs t European 
visitor, spent a brief time at the mouth of the Milwaukee River 
before jumping forward to the inglorious death of one of Mil­
waukee's first permanent residents. Jean Baptiste Mirandeau, also 
a Frenchman, who arrived in 1795, "might have been Milwau­
kee's fi rst resident inebriate, as he met h is fate in the winter of 
1819 when he tried to move a heavy log while drunk:' The reader 
may want to delve into only a few of the stories in the book's first 
part, "Murder;' before moving on to subsequent sections. Keep 
in mind that the book covers some of the worst murders in a 
century of Milwaukee's crime h istory, and reading about murder 
after murder-some quite gruesome-can become both tedious 
and depressing. 

Various stories throughout Milwaukee Mayhem illustrate how 
much has changed from the world of the early twentieth century 
to our own, particularly concerning technology and contempo­
rary mores. For example, "Fire in the Sky" is the story of the Mil­
waukee Fire Department's losing battle against a fire in 1929 in 
the city hall's iconic tower because the firemen did not have the 
equipment to reach the fire to put it out. Even the fire tug in the 
nearby Milwaukee River was ineffective. In the end, the fire, con­
fined to the upper floors, burned itself out. Occasionally Prigge 
provides commentary on an earlier America. Reporting on the 
fire of an upscale hotel in downtown Milwaukee in 1883, Prigge 
notes that forty-three of the seventy-four victims of the fire could 
not be identified. Consequently, two mass funerals were held for 
the unidenti fied victims: the guests were thought to be Protestant 
and were buried as Protestants; the servants, thought to be Cath­
olic, were given a Roman Catholic service. 

Some of the concern found in the "Vice" section of the book 
would strike readers today as overly moralistic, particularly the 
concern in 1920s Milwaukee over the amorous act of "spooning:· 
Reverend Harry Wise of the Milwaukee County Federation of 
Churches believed that spooning was acceptable during the day, 
but, curiously, not at n ight. Unlike a church in Kansas City that 
had created a "spooning parlor:· Reverend Wise did not believe it 
was necessary to set up such a space in his church where young 
couples could embrace under the supervision of a church elder. 
At a time when the United States already had a constitutional 
amendment which made it against the law for Milwaukeeans to 
drink beer, it is not surprising to read that the Reverend Gustav 
Stearns believed that a permanent city commission should be 
created to combat the spooning problem. 

Prigge begins "Secrets;' the final section of his book, by noting 
that in February 1935 the Milwaukee Journal reported that on 
average three Milwaukeeans were reported missing each day, but 
ninety-five percent were later found. Their relatives or friends had 
overreacted prematurely to their disappearances. Men were more 
likely by a two to one ratio over women momentari ly to disappear. 
Some of the stories in "Secrets" have far less happy endings. 

What led the author to look at tl1e dark side of Milwaukee's past? 
Prigge's interest in Milwaukee began when he was a ten-year-old 
boy from Manitowoc driving down to the city with his father to 
watch a Brewers game at the old County Stadium. While he was 
following the baseball fortunes of the Brewers in the newspapers, 
Prigge also read about the horrific details of the decade-long 
career of serial killer Jeffery Dahmer, which eventually inspired 
him to research the darker side of Milwaukee's history. 

Prigge ends his prologue noting, "This is the history of a city's 
one- hundred-year struggle to leave its past behind." In reading 
his challenging yet ultimately worthwhile book, Prigge helped me 
to understand a city where I was once a resident, and readers will 
be likewise thrilled as they uncover Milwaukee's hidden and often 
macabre histo ry. 

Carl Krog 
Associate Professor Emeritus, History 
University of Wisconsin- Marinette 
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I n or close lo 1852 the borough of Green Bay purchased 
a portion of a lot on the east side of South Washington 

Street just south of Walnut Street. That site is cu rrently the south­
ern end of the Backstage at the Meyer. To promote a permanent 
fire department, the borough built a two-story wooden engine 
house there and obtained a new hand pumper fi re engine. A new 
fire company (named Alert) formed, but ceased operations within 
two years, as had two previous fire companies in 184 l and 1847. 

Following three devastating fires from November 1853 through 
December 1854, a group of immigrants organ ized themselves as 
Germania Fi re Company No. l. The common cou nci l gave them 
possession of the engine house on South Washington and the 
hand pumper fire engine. 

Fortunately, Germania o. l became the nucleus of a stable 
Green Bay Fire Department and other companies soon formed. 

A technological innovation- the steamer fire engine- changed 
the fire department and impacted the engine house on South 
Washington Street. 

The Green Bay Fire Department obta ined a steamer in 1868 for 
Germania No. I. The engine house built in 1852 was too small. 

Brown County Library 

Left: Close-up of the wooden engine house on South Washington Street, 
from an 1867 lithograph. "This view looks south with the intersection of 
Washington and Walnut in the foreground . ·111e two-story engine house 
with a bellow tower in the rear is on the left side of South Wa. hi ngton. 

So, the ci ty moved the existing engine house and built a brick fire 
station featuring a single apparatus bay and second story meeting 
rooms on the South Washington site. 

In 1883, the city built an addi tion to the north side of the station 
for the Washington Hook and Ladder Company No. l and moved 
them their previous station. 

Full -time, paid firefighters replaced the volunteers in 1892. The 
fire department renamed the companies at the South Washington 
station Hose No. I and Truck No. l. The department renovated 
the upsta irs to serve as living quarters and bu ilt horse stalls in the 
apparatus bay. 

Now named Station l , the South Washington station housed 
the first motorized vehicle, a chief's car, in 1919. The depart­
ment retired the last horse-drawn apparatus in 1924 at Station 1, 
replaced by a motorized ladder truck. 

The city closed the station in 1929 and the companies moved to 
the current Station l on the northern end of the triangular block 
formed by South Wash ington and South Adams, just north of 
Mason Street. 

The former fire station was torn down soon thereafter. 
More information on the early history of the Green Bay Fire 

Department can be found in the book Forces of Change, available 
in many Green Bay outlets and through Amazon. 

David Siegel 

Below: View in 2016 of the South Washington Street site of two differ­
ent former Green Bay Fire Department stations, which is currently the 
southern end of the Backstage at the Meyer. 
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