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councsty of Margo Stewart 
Spruce School still stands a half mile cast of Spruce and five miles west of Lena. 

Winter brought hardships other than cold temperatures and 
snowdrifts. On 2 Febniary 191 9, the chool closed for a so­
called Flu Vacation and did not reopen until 8 March. An 
entry in the teacher· ' acrendance register recorded "school 

cknxl on account of Spanish lnf1uen:a." In these years when 
inf1uema viruses caused world-wide outbreaks and resulted in 
many deaths, extra care was mken to contain the spread of 
disense. H 

The 1920s were marked by concerns about the aging 
school, which elicited a lo t of d iscussion in the community 

and m board meetings about what course of action should be 
taken to rectify the building's main problems. Some repairs 
had been made during 1923- 1924. Major repairs needed to be 

made. The roof leaked, and rhe masonry was cracked and 
crumbling. The wood and o il stoves inadequately distributed 
heat throughout the school. 

Decisions concerning academ ic changes also were dis­
cussed. At the 1926 Annual Meeting held on 6 July, twency­
three people gathered at Spruce School to suggest possible 
chnnges of the grading classificatio ns. Discussion centered on 

whether the distr ict should "maintain a two-room school or 
change to a one-room school."H The majority favored retain­
ing the two-room arrangement, and the board was instructed 
to i1we tigate the po ibiliry of adding grades nine and ten to 
the curriculum. The following year, a new gah-ani:ed roof, 
which co l $264, was put on the school.H 

I 

The effects of the Great Oepres ion were first felt at Spruce 
School beginning in 1932. Teacher salaries d ropped by near­
ly I 0 percent and con tinued to do so for the next few years 
hcfore leveling off throughout Lhc remainder of the decade at 
approximately 25 percent below rhe 1920s pay scale.35 In an 
effort to offset the worst effects of the financial crisis, state aid 
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increased in the early years of the Oepres ion while the col­
lection of local district taxes dropped. 

, pruce School was not immune to the financial crisis which 

devastated the banking industry during the Depression. The 
school Jisrricc suffered a temporary loss of $223.43 when the 
Farmer:. and Merchants Bank of Len<1 "went on moratorium" 

and could not cover its deposits. On 10 February 1933, 
District C lerk Adolph \Vacek drafted a " resolution 
Authorizing Assignment of C laim" w the Board of Deposits 
in Madison for recovery of lose fu nds. The board resolved on 
3 March 1933 chat the Suring Stare Bank would in future 
hand le the district's accounr.J6 

Despite the financial hardships during these difficult years, 
the citizens of Spruce were determined to address major struc­
tural and other problems ar the school. O n 20 December 
193 3, n special meeting was called ro try to get some C ivil 
Works Administration (C\VA) funds from the federal gov­
ernment "for a project which the school board recommends." 

T he motion passed, and William T. Nelson was sent to 

Madison early in 1934 to "arrange a project set up to the best 
of his ability."l7 

The project was appro,·ed by the CWA, and Nelson was 

reimbur ed S 12.50 for his trip ro Madi ·on. On 28 March 
1934, the board was authori:ed to borrow money, if necessary, 
not to exceed S 1,000, co complete the project. A.L. Kieffer 
wa:o hired as foreman and received SJ per day. Local men were 
hired ns <lay lnborers at S2 a Jay. John Cusnet was the car­
penter and received 50 cents per hour, and John Rumph was 
hired as the mason.JS 

When the project began, rhe brick from the face of the 
building was removed. Jacks were placed under the bottom 
frnmc surrounding the entire structure. The building was 



then manually jacked inch by inch. Excavation for the base­
ment was done by hand wirh the sand removed by wheelbar­

rows. A new scone foundation with a full basement was built. 
All che morrnr was mixed by hand. The building was chen 
lowered onro its new foundation, ;md a new entrance was 
artached ro the front of rhe school. A new sec of cement step 
ascended ro the clas room and Jc~cende<l into the basement, 
and a new furnnce sysrem was installed ns a crowning wuch.39 

While the school was under conscrucrion, students and 
teachers set up temporary classroom$ in the dining room of a 

local saloon m Spruce Corners. T he used brick was sold for 
salvage prices to local residen ts, hut new brick was never 
replaced o n rhe bu ilding. Perhaps in these difficu lt 
Depression rimes, ir was roo costly to replace. Spruce School 

has been clad in clapboard siding ever since. The refurbished 
schoolhouse was then painted whire.40 

It is astonishing, in some re ·peels, ro reflect char a mall 
rural farming community had enough confidence in itself and 
hope in the future ro go forwnrd with a major project of this 

scope in the middle of the G reat Depression. Spruce School 
wa now rem.ly for the years ahead. Long needed repairs had 
finally been made. 

The lirclc schoolhou e at pruce, in central Oconto 
County, till stands today a a testament of a bygone educa­
tional era. Surrounded by cornfield , thb pioneer school still 

sirs on an ncrc of land a half-mile case of Spruce Comers, still 
educating rural Oconto County ch ildren l 10 years after it 
was buil t. 

The current enrollmen t is thircy-cight in grades o ne 

through fi ve. Two teachers, G inny Buhrandr and Linda Fouse, 
staff this unique school. Spruce Schoo l was designated a char­
ter school in 1998 and operates as pan of the Oconto Falls 
School District with special curricular focus on local history 
and environmental education. Strong community and 

parenrnl supporr continue as hallmarb of rhe Spruce School 
cradirion. 

w R s R s c 2 0 0 0 



I 

I. Conra,I E. Patzer, "The Coumry School Sy,1cm," 111 Charle> Mc Kenny, ed., 
Educational Hi.srory of \~imm.sin: Growrlt 1md l'mgrcss of Eduwtion in rhe Srar..: frcun 
us Fowularion to the Presenr Time. (Chkag1i: T he Delmont Co .. 19 J 2), .34. Pauer 
wrol.c a chapter on the ( . .'arly district ~md cvwn:;hip ~y~tems, which is colfc:ctt:<l in 
rhis volume detailing the 1..•arly (,xluc:u1n11al hi~1<1ry of Wi.s<.:onsin. 

2. Twelfth Cen'llS of the United State.,, l'upul:1111>n Sch,·duk No. I. Spruce 
lil\\'IL<hip, Oconw County, Wiscon~in, 1900. 

3. Local Hi.story: Spruce Graded Sclwol-Disou1 No. l, written and publi,h<Xi by 1he 
eighth grade class of 1920. 4-5. A small hoo~le1. it contams "'cnenes of loc:il ...:1-
tlcmcnt of rhc [C>\\TIShip, as wdl :ti the -;c:hool'.. hmory. It <.1lso contains: accounb. 
of early pioneers. businesses. 3nd the f11>1 C nlmhc Pamh on Spruce Township. 
!';:,·em! pages arc dcvcJtcd to"'"'' l"'""'P."115 uf World War I. A copy of thi> rare 
volunic ;,, locat<-d at the Arca Research Center. Uno\'Cr.<rty of Woscoru.m-Grcen 
Buy (Manuscripts Collec11on, Oconto Small &·ro,-. 8. S.:hool Dbrnct No. )). 

4. lhiJ .: Warmntr ~ed. Oconto County """k Vol. 36, 593. 
'i. Robert C. Ncsbir, Wisconsin-A Hiswl') (M:1d1~1n: University of\Vcsconsin Press. 

S.:coml Edi11on. 1989), I 74· I 7'i: Lloyd r. Jt1ri:cn,.m, The Fmmding of Public 
Educati<>n in Wisconsin (Madison: Swtc Hi.ioroc:ol Snciety of Wisconsin. 1956). 
I 36. 

6. Daily Register for Maple Vnlley Scho<>I Nn. 5. 1887. This rromary sourc~. a 
l<'<tchcr's ""'ord book, is privatdy owncJ hy fa!"""" and Evelyn Rab'"• Spro1ce, 
Wisconsin: Oconro Cmmty Times-I lerakl. 

7. Dail y Regbter for Maple· Valley Schc•ll N,,, 5, 1887. 

8. lhi<l.: Larry Cuban. How T.:och.'Ts TmcRht: Consuinc)' mvJ Change in Amencan 
Classrooms 1880-1980, S<...:cmd Edition (New York: Teachct> Cdlc-ge Press. 
Columbia Uni,·ersit\', 1993), 30. 

9. Daoly Regmer for Maple Valle\' S<:hc:.ol No. 5. J!\37. 
JO. Local Hilrory. 4-5: U.S. C.:ruus, Spmcc ll>Wn,lur. 191.\'. 

I I. D1st11ct Records for Spruce School No. 3. 190!-1956. Tho< lari:e collecrion oi pri· 
rnary s-Ource documents conmitti .chool lx•1rJ mmutc,. Di<rricr Clerk •mJ D1str1ct 
Trca.<ur<:r record books, teachers' Jaily r•'J:r>ter< and 1.or:1<lclxx1b, blueprints. 
receipts, teachl'r~' contrncts, and ~hool c~n~u.' Jara. The colk-ction is pr1v~tel~, 
owned by Sally (Luisicr) Witt of Srnoce 1i1wnship, Oconto County. Wiscon.sin. 
Sec especially Annual Meeting Minutes, I 902- 19 1 'i; also. Teachers' j!radcbooks 
1903· 1931. 

I Z. Loc«I Hiswry, 5. 

I J. Ll<>rd I~ Jorgenson, The Foundmg of Publ1t· £cl11wtiou in Wisconsin (Madison: Stat<! 
I li>10rical Society of Wiscon<in. 1956). 66: D111ric1 Reconh of Spruce School Nu. 
J, C ltrk's Records for 19 15. 

14. D1srnc1 Recordsof Spruce School No. l, 1902· 1915 {l·hirvey's GradeJ Sch,x>I 
Rcl!•ster). Teachers' gradelx>oks for Spn1ce D"tnct School No. >. 1903.1931. 

15. Spruce School District No. 3 Di.>trict Ile-cord-. Clerk'> R,-con.I Book. 1902-1914. 

16. lboJ. 

I 7. Spruce School 01Suict No. 3 D1srnc1 Rt-cord' . ...:hool lx>.lrd record>. teacher..' 
i:r.1<lcl-ooks and lesson pbm 1906· 1956; J\nnu.ol Rer<>rt< ofSch<X>I l)istricr Nu. J. 
Sproo<c mwnship, Ocnnro County, Wo.;corhon 1912-1960 (Rc')(i.stcr of Dct'lls 
Reconls. Ocontt> County, Wiscrn1>in). 

18. District Clerk's recorJ book, 1902· 191•!. 

19. Tc:1chcrs' contracts forSpnocc Disuoct Sch"'l 1'11. l: C~rolinc E. Krnusc (12 July 
1906), Evn Rietbrock (4 J;muory 19\Z). 

20. District 1\,-corJs of Spruce Di>trict School No. 3. Mi11utes of Special Meeting, 14 
Aui.:ost 1913, Clerk's Record !look. 

21. Oconto County Court record>. 7-4>7, C:o,c No. 7 363, Guy Branshaw ao~1 Mabel 
\'otmg '"School Disrricr No. 3 of the 1i1m> of S1>ncc,.,J 3 November 1913, Area 
Rc,earch Center, University ofWiscool;in·Gr"m 1~1)·: Pbrrict Treasurer'> Rec.irJ 
lxx>k. Enrry Jared for 27 IA.>cemlx-r 191 >. 

n. Annual Report for Yt-ar EnJinJ( 30 June 1917. Srrutc Do;trkr School No. l. 
Spruce To11nslup. Register of [\'"h Rt'<'onl<. Oconto Count)·, Wi_-comin. 

2 3. Conr.1J E. Par:er. Public EJucduon m W1.1<·mum (rubhsht.J by authornr of John 
C1llahan, State School Supennten,Je111, M.odo'><•n. WL-con<m, 1924). 120. 

H. Loe-al l·forory. 6. 

25. "Rep<>rt tu Oi>trict Clerk on Ncc'<b t>f the :Xh.1<11." Te:ocher<' R.-coro Book entry 
for 1923, Spruce Dimict Sch,>01 No. 3. D1;1r1c1 Rcccmls. Aho Jorgen_«m, Th< 
fourulirtJ:of Public Edurutimo in \Vimm.sin, IQ.I. 

26. Annual re1>0ns for years 19 12- 1960, Sprue<· i)i, trico School No. 3, Spruce 
Tt>wnslup, Register of Ckt..'ds Hccord!<>, <..\:ontt' County, \Xlisconsin. 

27. "/)11ily Program," Teac/1ers' Record llookfcir /\/23,Sprucc District School No. 1, 
Dborict Records. 

28. Locol Hiswry 2 7. 
29. lhoJ. 

-- v () y 

NOTES 

(, 

10. L.owl Hc.<l<lry, 27-28 

II. l.vr11/ Hmory, 10. 

\2. Te:ochc"' :\aend:u1ce Rec<mls, 1919, Sprue,· i)i,t ri<:1 Sdu.il No. 1. District 
HccorJs, Spnocc Township. Oco11w Couou)'. Wi...:cu1>in: Loc~I History, 29. 

l l. Mmutl'~ of Annual Mee1ing. 6 July 1926. Srrucc Do<trict Sch<W>I Nn. 3. Clerk's 
l\,·ccll'<.l llrn>k. Di,tricr Records, Spmcc 1i1w1»h1p. 

H. lboJ.: Annual Rerun for Year EnJ,.J 50 Jome 1928. Srnocc Di>trict School No. l. 
1)1,troe1 Re-cord>. Spruce Township. 

15. Annu.ol l\c)'>rts. Spruce School Di<mct N11. l. DL'tnct Toc;i_<urer\ l\c'Con.ls. 
Srruce Schi•>I District No. 3. 1920-1940. 

16. -R,·solomon Aurhori~ng Assignment o/Cfaom," 10 Fcbn>.or, 1933. Dmncr Clerk', 
RewrJ. Spnocc Di.srrict Sch,x>I No. 3. 

17. Mmutl.,, ,ifSrccial School [l.>.in.I Me<tm~. W Dcccmh<:r 19'3. Spruce Do.moct 
Sch<x>I No. 3. Dostricc Clerk's Rc..::orJ B"1k. 

18. Minutes 11fSreci<1I School Boord l\.lcctin~. )I M:orch 19l4, Spruce School Dimico 
No. l, I )i,trict Clerk's Rt,cord Book: Tr,·:L"orcr\ rc<:<>r<b, 193.l· 19 34. Sclux>I 
Dostrk o RccorJs: Blueprints of the pmjeco :ore .11"' cont:oincd on ohe S:illy Witt 
Collectio11. · 

~9. lll1l'f\lkw. EJward Rabas, lifi: ti me Spruti..· r1..·sidt·nt 1 rt.'corJcil at an inh.'tVic\\' on 8 
Pt:hnmry 1995 (It his home nC!lr Spruct' C~1m1..·r,, Ocu1110 Courny. 

·10. lhi,I. 

wrtutrnART 
i;m_y Graff 

Visit our on line gallery@ 
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Order Amy's wildlife art for your 

personal enjoyment or have artwork 
commissioned for your company. 

l ' 



IJ JAMES ST. INN 

lhe r iver runs through it. Buil t on the founda tio n o f an 1858 stone fl o ur 

mill , your uite overlooks the De Pe re Lock and Dam with romantic unsets 
reflecting o n the old mill race . You may even choose a suite with a 

whi rlpool, fi replace, or deck o,·er the river. Stro ll a lo ng the river to 

un ique shops and fi ne d ining are waiting for you. 

IJ JAMES ST. INN 
- 20 I James Street•De Pere.WI 54 115•(920) 337-0 111 
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by Ray Clark 

In the early 1900s many young men left 
home to work in logging camps in 
Northern Wisconsin and Michigan. Their 
only connection to ho1m: were letters like 
one above written by John Ziebarth to his 
family in Kunesh, Wisconsin. 

My facher, (Ill avid auction goer, was a pack rat of hiscorical materials. 
\\lhile going through some old papas he had sai•ed. I came across some 

interesting lcuers, which he probably />11rchased at a local auccion. 
These six letters were wriccen from 1899 to 190 I b)' John Ziebarth, a young 

man, who worl<ed in the lumber cam/>S, first in Up/>cr Michigan, and cltcn in 
Armstrong Creel<, Wisconsin . He wrncc the letters co !tis family in K11nesh , 
wltich is a few miles west of Green /Jay. 

Mose of 1he material in the leuers is whac any yo1mg man awa)' from /1ome 
would wrice co his family. Phrases, such as "I am well" and "send you my best 
regards," could liave been iuriuen two hundred years ago or yesterday. 
However, some macerial in the letters reveals interes tiHJ! information abo111 the 
life and concerns of a young Brown County residenc IH the wrn of the century. 
l 1 was common for yo11ng men w go w work in rhe lumber camps a1 this time. 
Thus chese let1ers give us a glimpse of what life tl'as like for a grea1 many young 
men from chis area. 

Ziebarch's writing skills seem t)'/>ictil for a farm boy of 1/1e rime, so his gram­
mar and spelling have been left as tltey were in the original. The letters are tlS 

close to the origiirnls as /Jossible. Periods , which were lacking throttgho11t, were 
added where chcy seemed appro/niate .1 

Mich. 1899 Deceniher 17th 
Dear Father and mother 
I got your kinJ nnd welcome letter the I of Dec. I think you are all expccring a 

letter. I am getini.: along allright anJ I hope you were the same. We had a big snow 

!>lorm monday and it last all day. I ha\'e 34 working days in. I don't think of com­
ing down Christma~. I goc myself a pair of rubber.;. They cost $2.50. They arc 
going to start hauling after newycars. 

The fellow thac uesd (used) to sleep wich me jumped monday and helped him 
!'elf at my drawes and a pnir of mitts. You need not trouble your self by sending any 
thing down. I will ~ee that I dre s with rhat I got. Ir a im \'Cry cold in the J ;iy t imc 
hut hea\'y frost at night. They arc going ro have rwo scigen (skidding?) team:. :lt 
work all wimcr. 

I have had now kick come yet. I like the board and ii aint so very hard work. I 
don't think you will know me in Spring for I am gaining very fast. I expect to scay 

hear till in spring. I thing I will close my letter now for I have not muck to say. But 
all I siad is to let you now that I am well and I hope you were that same. 

Wen writing me a letter send me 1hc news and cell me if all the rest of che boys 
is to home. I bid Farewell with a ll my be t regards co you all Father and Mother. 
So goodby to you nil. You need 1101 expect me Christmas for I am going ro srny 
here. 
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now. Gu~ and Willie Kornmky arc geting 

along allrighc co. Well I nm '1my if you 

diJ nm gct my leccer or I didn't gee yours. 

l hnvc got a lener from I knry Riemer 

and they s; iy ther are al l well. Well I am 

beuer off here than wha1 I wou ld he in 

Michigan . Gus got a le tter from 

Marennem.: and say rhey arc all well. 

Ami Unclc Charlie went io woods 

Monday morning and Willie b going to. 

So Ma did not go to Marinette for a 

viset. I have all the c lnhts I necd now for 

a while. But I will get my~clf a pair of 

rubbers yer. E"eryching i~ ncar up here 

1/2 pd of 1hacco is 04 ccnh. I am going 

to Arrmtrong Check Christina:. and get 

my rubbers. O ne pa ir of s toicking were 

stolen on me. The timber is vcry heavy 

up here for it is all pine. Thc gruh is a ll­

right up here co. \Ve go w \\'Mk ar 6 ock­

lock and cat our Dinner in th..: camp and 

at night go in at 5. 

l'h.~.-~rarh (abu'd .111J lnw ,lr.l\\m~ (orrosnd wutl<°'\ .. 1 R." Clark 
John Ziebarth worked in a lumber camp such as the one above when he wa~ ~ixteen . 
Ziebarth wrote letters home for the nexl two years. Ziebarth died in a huntini: accident one 
month after he wrote the last lc1tcr. lie was only eighteen. 

So good hy to you all. Ill close my let­

ter now for I have now more m say. With a ll my hcsr regards 

to all :11 home. From ynur Son John Zebarth . Write snon. 

addrei>i> Armstrong Creeck Wb Murphy lumber Co Camp 2 

I 

Hick burns 8b1des camp Menominee Mich. 

Armstrong Creeck Wis Dec. 21h 1900 
Dear Parants 

Ill answer your kind and wcllcome letter you wrote me wen 

I was up in Mich. I came down Thur,lay night with the 11.20 
train and I met Uncle Richter srnnd ahead a Saloon J oor and 

asked him were to go first because I didinr know him. And he 

told me to come with him and swy over night. So it was 12 
oclock wen I went to bed and I met Gus and Willie Kmnosky 

and went up to che Murphy lumher Co. I like the place all­
right. 

I have S 16 left of my big wintcrl> ~tack . I am getting $ 30 a 

month for noching and I will stay here all winter that b if I 

can. 1 will re ll you my story in spring about Mich. 

So goodby LO you a ll with my very best regard~ 111 you nil 

from your \m John. I am well and rnke you were the 'ame. 

Write me the news. :Vly addres' ., John Zebarth Arm,1rong 

Creeck Wi, Murphy lumber Co. 

Dec. 15. 1900 
Dear Father 

I hm·e wri1en you a letcer 1wo weeks ago and have no 

answer yet. Well I am well and hope that rhea:. few lines 

would find you rhe same way. The wether is very cold up here 

e- (, 

Sat. Dec. 29th 1900 Dear Fathe r 

I was very glad to hear from you. Well I nm well and 

healthy. And I hope you were rhc same. Well I ;un sorry that 

yo u sent my cloths to :Vlich. Did you send it on my name or 

did you ~end it to Ernest Pa-.ch. If so lee me knnw and I'll 

write to Henry Riemer and they well take care of it if it is 

there yet. I wish you had a Merry Christ mass. Ir b nnt very 

cold yc1. T he weather is just right to work 

I suppn~c ma cannot forger me yet. Well tell her thni I am 

geeing far. I have tryed to ~end you SI 5 of what I had left bur 

they chargi.: 7 cents on a doller on a money order. I think I'll 
cake good care of ic allrigh1. I am glad to hear that you secceh 

with Pla1;in and are out of deh1. 

The Srn1 ion is miles from rhe campes. le was my missmke 

a ll right 1 hat I didn't ger your first letter. Gus Kornowsk i is a 

letrle home~bk and encendc:. to quiet. Willie rokl me rhac he 

\\'a~ Ill gel marraid next pring. Prohly you know 1he gril. She 

li\·c:. m Grmuernones of hou,. You need not '"Y noching. 
Willie li ke~ it allrigh c. Frank b \\'orking for holmes aml Son 



in Dunbar. He wa;, up here Chrisrmass. o '-Caling JiJ not 

have a kick coming against me and serrelt it allright. 

Tell Henry his chances is good to go to woods next winter 

for I'll stay to hnim:. The Gripe i · very bad up here and there 

b many of them laid up with it. It has not come to mc yct and 

I hope to God it wi ll stay away. Well Leonnrd ke1.:pe righ t on 

huycn doves at 5 ccms a peace and sell them 7 cents a peace 

and mack money. I have got myself a pair of rubbers and a pair 

of overhalles. I have goc everything I'll need th1~ winter. 

Gus and Willie b wearying ahouc chcar mothcr being sick­

ly. I have got a lencr from the hoys up in Mich and they arc 

a ll gctting along allrigh r. Well Henry gor your lcner and was 

glad to here that your colts is get ing fat. But Leonard is doing 

better wirh his Jon~;, and rate;, ( !). 

I think I'll close for thi time wich my be c rcgarJs co you all 

and a happy new ycm write soon. 

John Ziebarth Armstrong C recck Murph y L. Co. Wisc 

Camp 2 so goodhy, your son 

Armstrong C recck Frost Co Wis. Jan 13th 190 I 

Dear Brothers 

I' ll <lorp you a few line to let you know thm I am well and 

I hope you were the same way. Well Henry I am glad that your 

horses are geting along allright and Leonard is doing good 

with h is doves. I soppose you aim doing very muck. Well 

haw all rhe fun you want for next winter i~ your chance. Fm 

I am ltick of it knnw an<l l'll ·cay to home and do all che shore:. 

(chores?) my self. 

Well I am for nver nn ho ur so I guess I'll close for this time 

or 1 hey will charge me postage on my big letter. With my very 

he:.t regards co you ,o by hy he good to your .,elf. Tell Albert 

Kohler that am well and I hope he wa:. the ame way. I send 

him the best regarJs. And tell him co wrire. Give him chc 

address. Address b John Ziebarth Armscmng C rccck Murphy 

L. Co. Camp 2. 

Aug. 9ch 1901 

Dear Parents 
I got your kind and welcome letter and wa~ very glad to hem 

from you. 1 am well and getting along all right and I hope you 

were the same. Well father it is sti ll raining yet. I am true hay­

ing and have scarred to cut lats. Eddie Moore~ and AuguM 

Grothe is here and helped me cut hay. I suppme you will be 

true threshing the next letter that I get. 

Well Pa I'll try to gee a joh wirh rhe ream. The wage arc 

pretty low and I have now Ida llf working for 565. a monrh. 

I'd rather work for $30. a monch. (?)Well pn I wish you were 

all wel l. I'll do:.e for this time. 

With all my he'>t regards. 

John Zieharch Comenwealth Flurarencc Co \Vis 

Shortly afrer 18 -year-old John Zieharth wrote this la.,t 

lener, he died of a gunshot wound. He was accidentally 

shot by his hunrtng partner while deer hunting. Ziebarch wa:. 

iaken to Marincm:, wherc his paren ts traveled ro see him. 

T hey got to spend some time wirh h im, hut he died in 1 he 

hmpital after a .,hon time. 

Through ~earchmg in the h:al yellow page ... and making ;i 

few phone call:., I discovered ch::it Ziehanh's sisrer, 

Gertrude Schult z, was living in Pu laski. Born in 1908, 

90-years-o ld Schultz was the youngest of seventeen 

children.I She is the only one still alive. She rnld me 

rheir father \\'a~ Herman Zieharrh. Schult: 

did nor know her brother John 

had worked in the lumber camps. 

I also visited the caretaker at 

thc cemetery in Kune~h. 

Although many members of rhc 

Ziebarth family nre buricd 

Kunesh, we could find no 

record of John Ziebarth 

hcing buried there. \Ve 

did, however, find a 

death cert ifi catc for John 
Ziebarth's hrnther, Henry, who 

mentioned in the letters. Henry':. 

death certificate l>hmn he Jicd of 

pneumonia 111 Oregon in 1938. His 

occupation wns li ~ t cd <JS woodcut· 

te r. Henry Z ichmrh 's body was 

trnnsportcd hack co \Visconsin and 

i~ buried in Kune~h. Because there 

wa;, a lot of ~now at chi!> time, I Jid 

nnr search the cemetery. 

I rhen called Gertrude Schulc: 

again co sec if ~he knew where 

her brorher John might he huried. 

She cold me he wa:. indeed buried 

in Kunesh nnd had a hendsronc. I 

made a second crip to the Kunesh 

cemetery to find the la~t piece of the 
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pu::le. It Jid not take long w find what I was looking for. 
John Zieharth's family must have thought highly o f him, as he 

has a fon cy stone mo re than three feet tall. I thought Lhis 
unusua l for a family of this period. His stone reads: "Hier Hu/11 
in Gort (Here lies in God), Johann F. Ziebarth, Geb. (born) 
24 Apr 1883 , Gest. (died) 11 Sept 1901."l 

I 

Thb means that John (Johann) was only sixteen when he 
wrore the first of these letters from the camp in Menominee, 
Michigan. He was sixreen ro eighteen years old when he 

worked in Annstrong C reek ;ind sent the remaining letters w 
his family. His brothers, addre sed in rhe lcccers, were one and 
rhree years younger than he. Fimilly, John Ziebarth's last let· 

rer home was written only one month before he died. 

The history of the Murphy Lumber 
Company is part of the story of the U.S. 
lumber industry mm·ing from the East 

Coast to rhe \X/est as timber supplies were 
exhausted. S imon Jone~ Murphy, S r., was born in 
Maine in 1815 and became n successful lumberman there. 
In 1866, he moved to Detroit, where he remained until 
his death. He continued in the lumbering busine~~ 

throughout his life bul used his sons for further wesrwmd 
expansion. Murphy S r .. had fou r sons who joi ned him in 

his businesses. T hree of these sons, S imon Jones Murphy, 
Jr., Frank E. Murphy, and Albert M. Murphy, became pan 
of rhe Murphy Lum her Company in Green Bay. 

Simon Murphy, Jr., a I larvard graduate intent on eek· 
ing a career in railroading, ahandoned that goal and came 
up chrough the ranks in his father's Michigan lumher 

camp~. In 1882, he hecame part of Crcpin, Murphy & 
Sons. In 1883, he was made presidenr of the White River 

Boom Company, where he remained until 1885, when all 
the t imber own ed by his father had been cut. 

In 1886, Simon Jr. and Frnnk Murphy came to G reen 
B::iy, where their father financed the building of a sawmill 
ac chc mouth of the Fox River. This was the start of the 
~ lurphy Lumber Company nf Green Bay, with 1'-lurphy. r. 
as pn:sidcnt of the company, William Murphy a vice 
president, and Frank Murphy as secrcrnry-trcasurer. In 
1886, this Green Bay mill had a capacity to cut 25 million 

• v u 

Someone from the Ziebarth family must have ><tved the let· 
rers. Perhaps these letters were the few items rhey had ro 

remember him by. Fortunately, these letters survived unril 
today, giving us a snapshnr of the past. 

NOTES 

I. There "a, JI"' <>nc emel<'!"' 11,,n~ """ chc ><x lcllel$. The emd"i"' '' .JJre-<.""1 
ro "I lenn.ln 7..,!<Jnh. Kun,.,J, ro. \\11•" Th< f'.><tmar\: "" chc m• cl•'f'<' rcaJ. 
"ARMSlRO:-;G CREEK WI ." TI1.rc '' .1 <econJ pu>tmarl ''" rhc 1c\'Cl"C of the 
enwlopc ch.u rc.•I• "KUNESI I WIS." 

l. She was horn on chc fmni ly f.mn .1 wu1•lc nule< north of Kunc,h .md hvc,l rhcrt• 
nntil 1hc "~" .,( 19. Gcrtruue >~icl ,he .111d one of her hn>1lwr. could 111ilk 1wc111y· 
four COW> hr hand in :i.11 hour ~h hllu~h th.it wa.' only when chcy h;id '<•mcwhcrc 
to go afkrw;ml. She Jrd not marry un11I afccr >he was thirty l'ul ~ud. "' I alway> 
had boyfricnck" 

l. Other scone• rcw.11,.J 1ha1 Z1dr.1nh\ (.11hcr. Hcrman, ll\'<.J from IS61 w 1930, h1> 
rrmhcr Henry fr111n 1834 w 19 lb, ,111J hi< 1'rmhcr Leonard fr11m I SS6 w 1969. 

board feet of lumber per year and 
employed about 250 men in the mill and 

in the woods. Their products were 
shipped hy water and rail to C hicago, 

Milwaukee, and the eastern United States. The mill 

burned in 1895, was rebui lt, and in 1906, was sold to the 
North Land Lumber Company. Alberr Murphy Joined his 
brothers in Green Bay in 1892 and became _ecrctary·trca· 
surer in 1894, when Frank Murphy had to leave Lhc busi· 

ncss because of poor health. 
Frank Murphy became vice president of the Morley· 

Murphy Hardware Company in 1904 at 202 South 
Washington St., Green Bay. The Morley-Murphy concern 
began in 1903 with a buyout of the wholesale department 
of the Gorfrcd:.on Brother:. Company, dealers in hardware 
and agricultural implements. Gocfredson was a G reen Bay 
business in existence since 1888. 

Frank Murphy later becnmc president of the Murphy 

Supply Company, inco rporated in 1907. In 19 12, he o ld 
out completely to Elbridge Murphy, Albert Murphy's son. 
The Morley-Murphy Company remains in business in 
Green Bay to this dny. 

SOURCES co:-: UL"ITD 
Cumnk'111Ul'ulM a....,..,..i,-W.·..t! R«JTJ oJ w \\~•I Sher~ of Gr_...,, IL~. \t',.um•m. 

lndu.Jin~ w Counlk" of Broun. Oc .. 11t<1 • .\lann<trc and Flur.~1a. ( h•<·'L''- J.H. 
B..-cr> & C.>.. Ill%. 

I limiry of Bmu11 ('.moll)'. W"i<e<m.1111. C111l.•I."' S.J. Cl.trkc Pub. Co .. 191 l. 

u 



H 
SERVICES [fil~~~ 

CUSTOM CONTRACT PACKAGING 

Commercial Art & Design 

AAVEN TREE ARTS 
(920) 337-9627 

LABELING 
BAGGING 
GLUING 

SHRINK WRAPPING 
CARTONING 

HAND ASSEMBLY 
MULTI-PACKING 

DIRECT SHIP AVAILABLE 
WAREHOUSING CAPABILITIES 

800-236-861 6 

Visit Our 
Garden Center and 

Floral ShoJJ 
''A Unique 

Shopping Experience 
for People Who 
Love Plants" 

~ 

LANDSCAPE NURSERY 
uwe Put the Green in Green Bay" 

2735 University Avenue• Green Bay, Wisconsin• (920)468-1132 

I 
\V./1NT£n • .S J• K ll\·c 2 0 0 0 -· 



G A N D M A R K s 

T he Mill Road Bridge across the Manitowoc River lies 

just off County Trunk Highway R ar rhe southwest 
corner of the ciry of Manitowoc. The bridge's deli­

cate, almost lacy, appearnnce indicates its construction and 
its age. Wrought iron bridges a lmost always date from the car· 
liesr era of truss bridge construction. 

When the bridge was bui lt in 1887 ar the north end of Mill 
Road in the town of Man itoWLJC Rapids, it was one of two 
iron truss bridges near this location. Bridges just like it were 
springing up across creeks an<l rivers throughout Wisconsin. 

Today, however, it is Wisconsin's last bridge of irs r:ype in its 
original location. 

Truss bridges of all types arc succumbing to demands for 
wider roadbeds and faster speeds. For more than l 10 years, 
carriages, Model Ts, and even trucks used this bridge to trnv­
~ I across the river. Now l1xal citizens are working to ensure 
that Wisconsin's oldest-known truss bridge stands for dec;1des 
to come. 

The Mill Road Bridge is located in a narrow, peacefu l val­

ley with a historic mill, a few houses, and a small Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources preserve nearby. But it w;:is­
n't always so quiet. During the nineteenth century, Mill Road 
was a busy stretch of the historic Green Bay Road, nne of 
Wisconsin's fi rst overland highways. Travelers from 
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Photoi;:roph by El lyn Kum 

Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and even the sleepy community of 
Chicago journeyed along the Green Bay Road on their way 
to market rowns and ports along Lake Michigan's eastern 
shore. 

The village of Manitowoc Rapids, located in the bend of 

the river crossed by the Mill Road Bridge, was the site of the 
first settlement and industry in the modern county of 
Manitowoc. For a time Manitowoc Rapids was the new coun­

ty's seat. As early as 183 7, eleven years before Wisconsin 
sratehood, a traveler noted one sawmi ll and rwo dwellings at 
Manitowoc Rapids. This outpost was one of few in Northeast 
Wisconsin, and the mill and boarding house ar Manitowoc 
Rapids cook on importance beyond their size. 

Travelers coming up the Manitowoc River could navigate 

easily as far as the rapids, located just north of the Mill Street 
Bridge. Although the rapids prevented further water travel, 
they provided a benefir that, in the mid-1800s, was even 
more important: water power. By 1839, the Green Bay Road 
had been at least rudimcnrally blazed through what had been 
an impassably dense forest, covering much o( Lake 
Michigan's eastern shore. The road's planners intcntiom11\y 
ran the road into the tiny developing community. 

As in mosr newborn towns across the Midwest, stores, tav­
erns, and other establishments soon followed. They congre-
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Top right: C rossing the Manitowoc River between the town of 
Manitowoc Rapids and the city of Manitowoc, the bridge stands 
on massive limestone abutments. 

Bottom right: Like many early truss bridge~, the Mill Road 
Bridge's lacy detailing both strengthens and decorates this 
Victorian-era structure. 

gated in a tight knot along the edge of the Manitowoc River 

near che cro ing of the Green Bay Road. Rapids, as it was 

commonly known, Slk>n became the site of the new county's 

court house. It remained there until it was destroyed by fire in 

1852. By 1850, the town of Rapids had 25 percent more res· 

idents than the neighbo ring town of Manitowoc. I 

S ince the Green Bay Road had been so important to 

Rapids' development, the first bridge in the county was built 

at this site in 1848. Bridges were something of a luxury in the 

mid-1 800s. If a road's traffic did not justify the cost, travelers 

had co ford most of the streams crossing any road. Fording, 

wh ile common, was ofren dl!ngerous and usually clifficulr, so 

bridges were apprcciarcd. It can be assumed that the bridge 

w<1s made of timbers and wood planks, with a narrow roadbed, 

wide enough ro admit o ne wagon, with a tendency ro sway 

and creak under loads nr high winds. Since wood bridges gen­

erally lasted five or ten years, there were probably se,·eral suc· 

cessive wooden Green Bay Road bridges, each 1'cing substan­

tially repaired or replaced on a regular basis. 

In 1885, a nearby wooden bridge was destroyed by high 

water. This forced Mnnitowoc County and the town of 

Manitowoc Rapid co grapple wich whether co huild anocher 

cheap bridge o r con eruct omething char would last. The 

new Horseshoe Bmlge, named for a cun·c in the road next to 

it on the Manitowoc Rapid~ side, was delayed for more than 

a year by political wrnngling. The added cost of bui lding an 

iron bridge put it out of reach of the village, and county 
supervisors fro m outlying towns balked at helping fu nd a 
bridge chat would not directly benefit their constiruents. 

When superv isors protested rhc amount the county was being 

asked to provide, Rapids' town chair Richard Klingholrz 

insisted on an iron truss hridge although none had ever been 

bu ilr in the county. After reminding them of the grief caused 

by short-lived wood bridges, he said, "Let us build a bridge 

which will last a lifetime, <md not have any further trouble." 

Finally constructed in 1886, the Horseshoe Bridge proved 

Klingholt: right. Ir outla~ted all the county board members 
and was not com down until 1986. 

After the fight over the Horseshoe Bridge, winning 

approval for the new Green Bay Road Bridge was easy. In late 

1887, the rown of Rapids asked the county board for assis­

tance in replacing the old Green Bay Road Bridge, which was 

"in such a condition that public afety re4uircs the erection 
of a new one." After examining the propo·al, che reviewing 

cnmmitrce endor cd the request for what was then a very 
heavily I rnveled road: 

We must confess rhat in our opinion an iron bridge 

would undo ubtedly in time prove the cheapest and 

s 

Phorns:rorh by Ellyn Kun: 
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Nameplates like th is one, with its popular Victorian sunburst decoration, 
marked truss bridges across the state. Unlike later truss bridges, this one was 
the company's own design. 

e- v () 

the best, and different reasons seem to demand it. 

The length of the bridge will be ar least 150 feet, 
and if a wooden bridge would be buil t the middle 

of the river would partly be blockllded by piles nec­

essary ro be driven and prove a bad obstacle in 

springtime when the ice is breaking up, especially 

after rhc bridge has srood ir for a number of years ... 

T he coumy board agreed to rhe request almost immediate­

ly, passing rhe motion by a two-to-one margin. T he contract 

for the Green Bay Road Bridge went to Friedrich Weinhagen, 

co-proprietor of the Wisconsin Bridge and Iron Company in 

Milwaukee. We inhagen had constructed the Horseshoe 

Bridge as a contractor, and his wo rk mu t have met with sat­

isfaction because there was no debate over who would do the 

Green Bay Road Bridge. By rhe end of 1887. the bridge had 

been completed. 

Weinhagen and his company were engaged in a relatively 

new business, one that combined prefabricated parts with 

custom hnndcrafting. Bridge contractors as a specialized 

group began to <ippear in Wisconsin in 1he late 1870s, when 

advances in the quality, strength, and efficiency of wrought 

Carol C. Shier 
C.P.A. 
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• Financ ial Planning Consulrntion and Serv ices 

• Tax Planning and Preparation for 
Individuals and Businesses 

• Assisting in Business Srnrt-Up 

• Computerized Payroll Processing 
monthly, quarterly and yearly tax rcpnrr preparation) 

• Month ly Computerized Bookkeeping Services 
(payahlc~ ;ind receivables, financial statements) 

LI k 

member AICPA, WICPA 

129 S. Broadway 
De Pere, WI 54115 

(920) 336-2663 

(accepting new accounts) 



Eye-bar-and-pin construction is a hallmark of the earliest iron truss bridges. Lii;ht 
cross-bars with turnbuckles provide sway bracing and keep the bridge square. 

iron maJe its use in trusses possible. Wirh stronger, lighter 

trusses, iron bridges could :.pan much longer distances and 

resist stresses better. But they were not cheap. They required 

a skilled crew and a foundry co make truss pieces with the 

right dimensions and in rhe right quantity for a gi\'cn site. 

After an engineer visircJ a ~ite and drew ur plans for a 

gi\'en locatio n's bridge, those plans were forwarJeJ to the 

founJry'~ personnel, who ensured char all rruss pieces made 

were the right width, length, and strength and h:-i<l the right 

connecrive jo ints. The new hridge would be assembled on the 

grounJ at the foundry and inspecred . Then it was disassem­

bled and mark<.:d, and the pieces were shipped to the bridge 

·ire. Once there, it cook litt le more than an experienced fore­

mnn ;md :iome local lahnr to put rhe bridge together. 

Prior to 1911 , all Wisconsin bridge compan ies had their 

own designs :ind their own techniques for constructing 

bridges. These variec.I from one company co another in subtle 

but significant ways. In 1911. the state created standardized 

desigm for all bridge cm11panic:.. Mose remaining Wisconsin 
tru highway briJge ·, many with mas:-ive ri,·eted pans, 

reflect these standardi:ed de~ign,,. 

Unt ii 1956, the o ld Green Bay Road and thi~ bridge cnrried 

most o( the traffic coming w the Rapids aren from the souch. 

In 1958, County Trunk Highway R was completed. It extend­

ed nlong much of the old Green Bay Road but bypassed che 

stretch along the hou n111 o( rhe valley that became Mill 

Road. With the county trunk':. four-lane concrete hridge less 

char one thousand foet eaM, the former Green Bay Road :ind 

its bridge evolved from a highway to a rural side street, a fac­

tor rhat accounts for the bridge'~ survival. 
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UPDATE 
Tho hrhli:t·, \\Inch "lhit.J <ll1 the N.1111>n,1l l\ci:1,1<-r of H1sroric Pl~ce>. ;, now cl."c 10 
Ychkol.1r 1rnilk. Rob..:11 Fr-\·. Ex~Cult\'t: Dm:t h )f l)( the ~·fonitowoc Counry I l1'tnrical 
~c_l(kty. ':iii.I dw hridgt.·'~ l' Xl-.tl.!ncc 111 :r-1111 tt.'mhm..; hcc:111-.-.! there arc qut.)tions 

~urn>\mdm~ '" m:untcn.mcc .md upkt:l'P· Tiu.· ~l:inuowoc Histoncal Society ha' 
pl.1ct.'\.l 1IH· hmli.:l' on ,1 11,t ui tni.._l.ln..:cn'\I hh1<1ru.; pn\,'l'rt1es. The hri<lgt.> is currently 
(c;.Hun .. ·J m .1 111:w phtm>):raph1c cxh1l'tt. ··~l.)T\lto\\\IC County'!-. Lo:>t Ttl"'J'un..~ . ., .lt the 

M._m1towoc t ll·rn.1cc Ccmcr. Fc.'r moh.' mlurm.uum ,1hout the hiJgc. C3ll Rtllx:n Et'' at 
(9ZCl N>~+IH. 
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For three monchs in ear ly 
1998 , a ceam of ele·ven 
peo[Jle, led by Anwn 

l~aje r, reswred the alwr 
screen of St. Spyridon 

Greek Orthodox Church in 
Sheboygan, Wis consin. 

Ap/>roximatel)' 2 ,000 hours 
were spenc during cite 

conservation effort. Th e 
icons were cleaned, 

reto uched , and varnis hed. 
The altar screen itself was 

res tored 10 its oril{ inal 
appearance. 

The fdiror 

Pride in nncescral herirngc cnn cake many forms. 
One of the strongest is religious faith and the arti­

facts associated with it. An ex:unple of this is a 
unique, early twentieth-century :.i ltar screen at St. 
Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in Sheboygan. 
Recently art conservators and volunteers helped 
Greek Orthodox parishioners in Sheboygan recover 
their herirage by preserving and conserving this rare 
altar screen. 

The Sheboygan screen, as an example of Greek 
Orthodox altar screens as an ensemble, is one of the 
larges1 and besr pre.served in the United Scates. There 
are o nly a few other screens in Wisconsin­
Milw:.iukee, Pond du Lac, and Madison. All of chem 
are from a lacer date than the Sc. Spyridon screen. 



Parishioners (above) posed in front of the altar screen at St. 
Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in Sheboygan during Easter 
1940. The central door icon of Christ (left) is part of the screen, 
which was created in 1906. 

The St. Spyridon parish in Sheboygan was found­
ed by Greek immigrants in 1904, and the church 
was built in 1906. The Greek parishioners commis­
sioned :rn alcar screen that resembled those in their 
homeland-a rigid, con ervative design based on 
medievnl Byzantine models. 

The altar screen, known in G reek a:. lconoswsion, 
is a standing decorated wall that separnres the 
priest from the parishioners. The a ltar screen is nlso 
a visu:i l representation of Greek O rthodox dogma. 

The parish commissioned Andreas Manalis and 
Adrianos Ka rvalas, rwo famous Athenian icon 
painters, to create rwenty-rwo icom for the clnl'){)­
r;ue screen. Se\'eral icons :ire life si:e. More thnn 
h:ilf the icon rell the srory of C hrist and depict the 
(i,·es of the saints, including Saint Spyridon, the 
parron saint of the church; Saint Helena of the 
true cross; a nd ocher founde rs of the G reek 
O rthodox church. 

This detail o f the banner of the 
Cruc ifixiCln was restored in 
February 1998. 

\"ii 

The screen i:; divided 
into hori:ontal sec· 
rions. The lower band 
ha · the higge r icons, 
many mwimt a brilliant 
gold leaf background. 
The next hnnd i:. deco· 
rnted with grape leaves 
nml vines. The wp 
band lw~ thirteen 
scenes from rhe life of 
Chrisr. 

By 192 1, all rhe icons 
h;"td ;"trrivcd from Greece. 
Final couches, including 

N 

generous amounts of gold 
leaf and faux marbling on 
the panels, columns, and 
arches, were placed on the 
screen. The completed 
altar screen was stunning 
and deligh ted the parish­
ioners for decades. 

Around 1955, and agnin in 
1975, mo t of the heauciful 
decoration wns repainred a 
srnrk enamel white. Much of rhe gold leaf was paint­
ed out, and che decomtive rai ling along the top of the 
nlrar screen w:is dismnnt led and trashed. A new 
sense of community pride in Sheboygan 's Greek 

More than 2,000 hours went into the restoration of 
the altar screen. A volunteer (:1bove) retouches the 
banner of Archangel Michael. 

(I () () 



Parishioners commissioned renowned Athenian artists to create the altar screen (above) in 
1906 to resemble those of their homeland. Tl;c screen was recently restored and conserved. 

heritage started to evolve in 1997 a:. an oulgmwth 
of rhe renewed interest in Wisconsin's hi ·cory. The 
church council decided co recum rhe alrar screen 
to its o riginal 192 1 appearance. Historical research 
through photographs and detailed paint analysis of 
the altar screen was done. The parish was enthusi­
astic about the possibilities of returning rhe screen 
w the o riginal appearance their parents and grand­
parents had known. 

For severnl months in the winter of 1998, conser­
vators and artists conserved che cwent y-rwo icons 
an<l restored the painred finishes of l he altar 
screen. In addition, many decora tions were 
gold leafed to re emble the original. The enrire 
screen wa · sanded, and che exposed paint was 
primed white to produce an even, smooth surface. 
The original grape leaf decoration on the grape 
fri eze was copied and chen reconsuucted. The rail­
ing design along the top of che icon screen was also 
reconstructed through historical research with 
photographs. 

All the icons, except St. Helena, were removed 
from the a ltar screen. TI1e glass and each icon were 
deaned. The icons were restrecched an<l stapled co 
the original supports. A fter carefully recouching 
and varnishing the icons, they were re installed in 
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their original locations with the small icons with 
~mall plastic bumpers, so they do not get stuck co 
the glass. The large archangel doors, Michael and 
Gabriel; the central door icon of the i;canding 
C hrist; and the banners of Sr. Spyridon, Christ's 
crucifixion, and Christ's resurrection received spe· 
c ial :lltention. 

More than two thoustlnd hours went in to 
the project. Once this magnificent art ifact was 
restored to its original appearance, the Greek 
O rthodox community regained an important parr 
of its heri tage. Older parish members, who remem­
bered the way it used to look, were particularly 
de lighted. 

The conservators were equally pleased tha1 they 
had contributed to the conservation of this :.ignifi 
cant and historic relic of the past. As part of the 
project, a notebook was prepared documenting the 
entire process with phocographs and written 
reports, so future generations will be able co refer co 
chis important restoration effort. 

Text and photographs 
by Anton Rajer 
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Kenneth Silverman. Ho1tdini! ! ! The 
Career of Ehrich Weiss. New York: 
Harper Perennial, 1997. $35.00 

Of the handful of celebrit ies who 
have ca lled Appleton home, 

Harry Houdini (n6 Ehrich Weiss) is 
undoubted ly the most famous. In 
Houdini! !! The Career of Ehrich Weiss, 
Bancrofr and Pulit:cr Prize-winning 
author, Kenneth Silverman, skillfully 
tells the story of this remarkable man 
who was nor only the world's best 
illusionist but this century's foremost 
debunker of spiritualism. 

The Weiss family immigrated from Bu<lnpest, Hungary, in 
1878, when Houdini was four years old. After nine years in 
Appleron, the family moved to New York C ity where Rabbi 
Mayer Samuel Weiss, the family patriarch, tried unsuccessful­
ly to esrnhlish a new synagogue. Following his father's death 
in 1929, Houdini began his career as an escnpc artist. 

Houd ini and his wife Bess struggled for years until they 
teamed up with Martin Beck, rhe vaude,· ille tycoon. It was at 

this moment, as Silverman points out, that Houdini learned 
the most important lesson of show business: ln order m 
become rich and famous one needs an efficient, prolific pub­
lic ity machine. Beck provided the promotion that made 
Houdini a star in England and rhe United States. 

Realizing be could be his own press agent, Houdini split 
with Beck after a few years. Nevertheless, Houdini never for­
gl)t the basic mechanics of publicity ;inJ used them to draw 
;m ention to himself. Whether it was nude escapes, legal 
fights with European constabularies, or the phony rivalry 
wirh rhe illusionist Hardeen (who happened to he Houdini's 
hrother Theodore), Houdini masterfully commanded the 
headli nes in newspapers from London to Los Angeles. 
Behind the public relations was an extremely gifted illusion­
ist who cook his craft literally to new heights. 

Houdini!!! is more than a chronicle of the magician's stage 
performances. From the tryst with C harmian London, widow 
of Jack, to the stormy friendship wirh Sir An:hur Conan 
Doyle, Silverman recounts Houdini's foscinaring personal life 
as well :is other facets of his professiona l career. No punches 
a rc pulled. The book is nor a hagiography. Silverman 
unmasks and details the magician immense ego and periodic 
lack of honesty. Nevertheless, rhose traits helped Houdini 
become famous. His unflagging belief in his own powers of 
il lusion enabled him to conducr a successful cru adc against 
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spiritual ism in rhe 1920s. 
Because of its ba lanced treatment, I-louaini!!! will remain 

the last word on the illusionist for some time. Silverman, a 
magician himself and a professor of English at New York 
University, has brought a passion, an eye for crit ical derail, 
and a sense for larger meanings to this book. Silverman plnces 
Houdini in his t imes and context, righrly avoiding the polit­
ical movements of the age, focusing insreacl on rhe develop­
mem of popular culture. 

Andrew Kersten 
Assistant Professor, History 
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay 

George Nau Burridge. La 
Mystique d11 Renard: The Fox 
River and die Passage ta che 
West. Green Bay: Brown 
County Historica l Society, 
1997. $8.00 

In La Mysciq11e du Renard, 
George Nau Burridge has 

carried on his 90-year love li--1"".~~~IF.;..ii 
affair with Northeast 
\Visconsin's land and waters 
-specifically Green Bay, 
Brown County, the Fox 
River, and t:he bay of Green Bay. An avid sailor, Burridge, is 
a long-time mcrnher of the Brown County Historical Society, 
a co-founder nf Voyageur magazine, and the aurhor of anoth­
er marine history book, Green Bay W!orkhorses: The Naa Tug 
Line. 

Burridge originally intended to write a marine history of 
this area. But in doing research on the history of the Lower 
Fox, he hccamc so intrigued by the history of the Lower Fox 
River that he decided to publ ish the chapter as a book, La 
Mystique du Renard. 

The slim paperback (thirty-nine pages) is beautifully illus­
trated with sepia prints of the old boats that ran the Fox 
River, reproductions of early maps of the river, ~ind copies of 
some commercial traffic tables on the river frorn 1894 to 
19 14, compi led by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Aerial shots nf the dams and locks along the Lower Fox 
accompany the text, which describes the earliest exploration 
of the river by the French in their hope of locating a passage 
ro the Far East, a search which was taken up hy the British in 
the latter half of rhe eighteenth century. l n the early 1800s, 
American settlers immediately recognized rhe porenria l of a 

t,; 



setclemenc at the mouth of the Fox Ri\"er anJ mstigated the 

serie · of dams anJ locb that made rhe Lower Fox navigable 

from Lake Winnehago to the bay of Green Bay. 
With La Mys1iq11e du l?enard, Burridge expresses his hope 

thm che Fox waterway can he restored to hccome o nce more 

a vital resource in the l went y-first century. 

Rnhcrr C. Ostergren anJ 

T ho mns R. Vale, eds. 

Wisconsin Land and Life. 
Madison: University of 

Wisconsin Press. 1997. 
$29.95. 

I f your fo rmal acquain· 

ranee with geography lrns 

been limited over rhc past 

thiny years, be prepared for 

a surpri e when you 

encounter and, I rccom· 

menJ, purcha e Wlisco11sin 
umd and Life. EditcJ hy lWO 

Phyllis Mong 

Gri:en Bay 

sen ior members of rhc UW-Madison geography foculry, this 

hook is a spacial perspective sampling of Wisconsin's major 

land and life themes. M oM of the twenty-seven authors, all 

recognized authorities in their fields, ha\'C a UW-Madison tie 

as either graduate student or faculty member. 

T he rhemcs and chapters are organ ized in ro th ree groups. 

The first explores the hiophysical processes <•t work and the 

evolving patterns in W isconsin 's natural environment. T he 

emphasis is on the physicnl landscape. glaciation, weather and 

climate, and vegermion and ~oi ls, but the human element is 

not ignored. The reader is made aware of the interactions peo· 

pie have wich rhe natural world as interpreters, residents, 

resource users and alm:.ers, and affectionate admirers. 

The second grouping of chapters is, in the main, historical 

and emphasi:es chc w.1y group of people wich ~ti\'erse back· 

grounds and inrerest:. have ceded \Visconsin, and in meeting 

their economic, cultural anJ social neeJs ha\'e creaced a par· 

ticular sense of place. Theme · de,•elopcJ here include che 

pre-Columbian people; early Euro-American settlement; 

lumber and mining town~; and a sampling of Wisconsin's rich 

erhnic diversity. P;m three, "Regiona l Economics and 

L<1ndscapes," features people anJ land interactions, dairying. 

lumbering, rourism, nature appreciation. and the appealing 
charm of individual plm:e:.. 
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The final chapter. "Wi~consin b Almost Anywhere," 

reminds u that \'(/1,co11'1t1 b ·ubjcct co cho e forces of change 

thar mo,•e coward lamf,c:tpe homogeni:ation, which result 

in "the geogrnphy of nowhere" as James I toward Kunscler put 

it in his populm 1993 hook by the s:tmc name. It is a sobering 

chapter but nor a surprise. \'(le need on ly look at our fran· 

ch ise-fescooned commercial strips that greet us as we enter 

our cities o r the anonymous. repetitive architecture that now 

dominates the built environment of Door County. 

There nrc innumerable highlights in this book. T he chap· 

rers arc genewusly illu11trmed with maps, diagrams, and pho· 

mgraphs. Since geography deals with place and landscape 

fcawres, it is no wonder these figures effectively complement 

rhe texc. Sections I found especially enjoyable were Thomas 

V:tle's "Introduction to Em·ironmenral Systems of 

\'(/isconsin"; wnrh on early scnlemenr by Robert Ostergren, 

Michael Con:cn, and John Hudson; Anne Kelly Knowles' 

excellent contrihut ion on "The \'(lelsh in Waukeshn 

County"; and Clarence Olmstead's "Changing Technology, 

Values, and Rural LanJ~cape ." 

Readers of Voyagc!11r ~hould take special note of the work of 

two scholars with 1 orthcast Wisconsin tics-Robin White' 

cogent piece, "Geography, Wi~consin, and the Upland 

Sandpiper," and Randall Rohe's "Lumbering: Wisconsin's 

Northern Urban r:mnt ier." 

Closing the hook with a postscript is a delightful essay by Yi 

Fu Tuan, the J.K. Wrighr and Vilas professor of geography. He 

writes from the pcr~pectivc of a resident who has a fondne s 

for the state and M>me knowledge that has been acquired 

informally. I le admonishes us to ask, "What is Wisconsi n! 

What does it mean lo 111c!" 
Most readers wil l. lib: me, thumb the hook, selecting chose 

chapters that carch the eye. Such a sampling will not satisfy, 

anJ as the hook i' read more systematically. o ne finds an 

expanding syncrgi~m a~ each new ch::ipter, while able to stand 

alone, build on the previous one and contributes to subse· 

quenc m::iterial. 

Why would a person be surprised with this geogrnphy! 

There is enormn11' d1\'ersity, some of it unexpected. There 1~ 

uniry, ho"·e,·cr, tn approach, method, nnd in a common 

apprecinrion for land and life in Wiscon~in. The editors and 

authors nre to be c.:rnnmenJed as they help rhe reader move 

from rhe level of one who just "looks" to one who truly "sec~" 

and, thus, hegins to achieve understanding. 

William G. Liatsch 

Prufcssor, Geowaphy 

University of Wi consin, Green Bay 
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Wisconsir:l's 
Fast and fresent 

A Hi.st-0rical Atbs 

The Wisconsin Cartographers ' 

Guild. Wisconsin's Pas1 and Present: a 
/-listoriwl Atlas. Madison : The 

U niversity of Wisconsin Press, 

1998. $39.95 

T his tantalizing co llectio n of 

new maps and text is a great 

resource for purring two <mJ two 

together. It invires the participation 

of every historian, amat:eur and pro­

fessio nal, young and o ld. And, not 

n."~ck'Of&b~'~ engaging in any scJf ... rightcous 

polemics but produc ing a mult iwde 

of hard facts, it leaves each of us co our own dev ices. 

Besides that, it shows what print can do so wel l, leaving the 

low-defini t ion computer screen way back in the dusr some­

where. For example, on a s ingle map are shown the seven­

teenth century routes of Etienne Brule, Jean N icolct, Pierre­

Esprit Radison, Radison with Mcclard Chounrr and Sieur de 

G roseilliers, Fr. Rene Menard, Fr. Claude Allouez, Fr. Jacques 

Marquette and Lo uis Jolie t, Daniel Greysolon and S ieur du 

Lhut, Rene-Ro bert Cavclier and Sieur de la Salle, Fr. Lo uis 

Hennepin, other majo r water routes, and impo rtant portages. 

On the same map are the European sites (trading posts , 

forts, missions) by nation and date as well as the locations of 

prominent native vi llages by tribe (twelve of them) and time 

in years. All of char a long with major rivers and lakes includ­

ed in just one map-ro say nothing of text o n the same page. 

Thar's just on e of the eighty-nine pages rhar pack informa­

tion in so densely thar you will want to add water to the con­

centrate in order ro consume the book, which will last fo r 

many years. By water, I mean your own thought. Making con­

nections between facts presented here will keep the mind 

busy in perpetuity, or nearly so. 

The book will a lso help th e reader make consram connec­

tion between history nnd the land he or sh e sees today, look­

ing out the windshield anywhere in Wisconsin or walking 

down any street in the state. In his preface to the a tlas, 

William Cronon , Frederick Jackson Turner Professor of 

History, Geography, and Environmental Studies a t U W­

Madison, suggests you carry the book in your car a t all times. 

Northeast \Visconsin was a very busy place in the centuries 

before white people came and in the two centuries afterward, 

right up to statehood, when power centers began to move 

south. T his is vis ibly repo rted in the book's early maps. N ot 

that the regio n ceased m figure in the sta te's hisrnry, as is 

shown in "Growth of the Fox Valley" (pages 54 and 55}, 
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"Impacts (l!l Wisconsin's Environment" (pages 58 and 59), 

"1871 Peshtigo Fire" (page 47), and "C ulrurn l Figures" (pages 

32 and 33- "C urly" Lambeau, Vince Lo mbardi, Thorstein 

Veblen, Harry Houdini, Edna Ferber, Jens Jensen, and a few 

o thers from th e region ). 

Northeast W isconsin is on rhe map-just about every map 

in this rich volume . Since statehood, then , the region still 

figures in scare history very s trongly. But rhc srnte 's Southwest 

did steal some o( the Voyageur region's thunder when lead 

mining came in and people started ro see Wisconsin as a 
State. 

The region even shows up d isrincrivcly on satell ite pho­

tographs. O ne feature is particularly vivid in a 1991 shot 

primed under "Native N ations of Eastern Wisconsin." In that 

picture, you can pick out the Meno minee reservatio n because 

it is so solid ly green- in sharp contrnsr to the spo tty green 

around it. Except for Green Bay, separated from Lake 

Michigan by the conspicuously skinny Door peninsula, the 

reservation registers in orbit like no thing else in Northeast 

Wisconsin. 

The solid green results from the Menomince's sustained 

yield fo restry in contrast to the lumber barons' clear-cutting. 

The sustained-yield policy resulr.ed fro m C hief Oshkosh 's 

1850s ad\'icc and fro m the famous Indian respect for the 

enviro nment. 

T he only previous historical adas of Wisconsin was pub­

lished in 1878. But by no means was it as useful or authorita­

tive as rhis one , wh ich reaches all the way back to the last 

glacier and all the way forward to the present. 

This one was nor only co mpiled and d rawn up with 

painstaking attent ion to the near infin ity of derails by the six 

members of the Wisconsin C artographers' G uild : Marily B. 

Crews-Nelson, Laura Exner, M ichael G allagh er, Zo ltan 

Grossman, Amelia R. Janes, and Jeffry Maas. It was a lso well 

written by the same team. They deserve our thanks. 

lJ 

Dean O'Brien 

Former Voyageur Editor 

Baraboo 

Books rev iewed in Voyageur are a vai lable 

through the Hazelnut Galley ar the Brown 

County H istorical Society. (920) 437- 1840 



VOYAGEUR 
Northeast Wisconsin's 

Award, Winning 
History Magazine 

call (920)~465~2446 
to subscribe 

Voyageur: Nore/wast Wi.~consin's Historice1I 
l{c11ictv is published biannually each J une and 
Dcc1:mhcr by rhc Brown County Hisrorical 
Socal'ty, P.O . Box 8085. G reen Bay, 
Wi;wm,in 54308-808;, tdcphone (920) 46;. 
2446. Faci lities and >l'rviccs arc also provided 
hy the U n iversity of Wisconsin-Green Bay 
a nd S a. Norbert College , De Pere, Wisconsin. 
Publicmion freque ntly is Summer/Fall and 
Winter/Spring. 

Voyng~ur publish<:> manuscripts, essay>. 
bonk fl'\' icws, document>, photographs. mar" 
drawings. and other m;ucriaJ, concerni ng ilw 
history i;nd prehistory of a sevcnrccn-count y 
region of Northeast \Visconsin. \Xlri ttcn 
contrihurions, lerrc rs w the editor, 
co111mt,nrs, suggestions, <lnd inqui ries arc 
wdc<)l1\Cd. Writ.:: Victoria Goff. Editor. 
Vo:wi:~ur, P.O. Box 8085, Green Bay, 
Wi;consin 54308-8085. The 13rown County 
Hi:-1nrical Society, Univcrsiry of W iscomin· 
Green Ba\'• and St. Norlien College assume 
no respons ibi li ty for staae mcnrs made by 
authoro an<l contribuwr» 

Vo)·ageur i> distnbutcd to Socie ty 
members a~ ;1 member.hip hmcfit a nd is also 
sold scpaniu: ly by subscription. S ingle copies 
are ava ilnbi<.: ;11 outle ts in \Xliscon~ i n and 
Upper Michigan or by contactini.: VoyagetlT. 
The annual ,,.,i-:.criprion rare is SI 0. Sdectcd 
back i~ucs arc 52.25 or 52.50 each . 
. Additional copic> of the Wisconsin 
Scsquiccnacnnial Issue are avail:ihlc for $8. 

Sponsor;hips in the followi ng pmron 
categories arc also ava ilab le: Cnntri hutor 
$25-$49; Trader $50-$99; Scout$ l 00-$249; 
Voyageur $250-$499; Explorer $500-$999; 
and Pathfinder S l ,OCO o r more. The Scour 
category include• one free gift sul"cnptaon, 
the Voyageur ca tegory cwo free gift 
subscription;, the Explorer category, three , 
a nd the Pat hfi ndcr. four. Patron niltnC> a re 
published in each issue. 

Articles appearing in Voyai:eur are 
indexed or ,1b trncccd in America: I lisWT)' and 
Life and chc l'cnodical Source Index (PERS!). 
A decennial inJcx of \'Olumes 1-10 ( 1984-
1994) by Voyagwr is availab le for$ I 0. 
Nonprofit hulk-rare postage p;1 id ut Green 
Bay. Wisconsin. ISSN 1062-7634. Copyright 
© 2000 hy chi.' Brown County Hhmrical 
Society. 

Addiuonal anformation about Voyagem is 
a\'ailablc at: www.uwgh.edu/voyagcur 

t's All R~fzt Here 
at the Rdaisson! 

Comfort and great service await you at 
the all-new Radisson Hotel & 

Conference Center. 

301 Guest Rooms, 
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• 6 Fireplace Suites 
• 24 Spacious Specialty Su ites 

featuring whirlpool tubs 
• Easter Sea ls-Approved 
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• Fireside Lobby Bar 

<D 
Radisson~ 

HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER 

2040 Airport Drive. Green Bay, WI 54313 

Across from the Airport 
Next to the Oneida Casino 

Call (920) 494·7300 or 
toll Free Radisson Reservations 

I ·800·333-3333 
www.radisson.com 
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For a century and a half, VVisconsin has been a beautiful an cl 
vital home to generations of families. 

For 125 years, Associaled Bank has been a part on~'isconsin 's 
pas~ thriving presenl and fascinating future. Generalions ol' 
fa1nilies have depended on Associated Bank to bring Lhem 
financial growth and security. We will continue to provide 
custonrized financial solutions to generations of VVisconsin 
fanlilies yet to c01ne. 

Green Bay, Brown County, ' Visconsin and Associated Bank­
slable and sh'Ong. Some thln/J:6 never~ 
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M ember FDIC & Associated Banc-Corp 
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