



































































































































then manually jacked inch by inch. Excavation for the base-
ment was done by hand with the sand removed by wheelbar-
rows. A new stone foundation with a full basement was built.
All the mortar was mixed by hand. The building was then
lowered onrto its new foundation, and a new entrance was
attached to the front of the school. A new set of cement steps
ascended to the classrooms and descended into the basement,
and a new furnace system was installed as a crowning touch.??

While the school was under construction, students and
teachers set up temporary classrooms in the dining room of a
local saloon at Spruce Corners. The used brick was sold for
salvage prices to local residents, but new brick was never
replaced on the building. Perhaps in these difficult
Depression times, it was too costly to replace. Spruce School
has been clad in clapboard siding ever since. The refurbished
schoolhouse was then painted white. ¥

It is astonishing, in some respects, to reflect that a small
rural farming community had enough confidence in itself and
hope in the future to go forward with a major project of this
scope in the middle of the Great Depression. Spruce School
was now ready for the years ahead. Long needed repairs had
finally been made.

The little

County, still stands today as a testament of a bygone educa-

schoolhouse at Spruce, in central Oconto
tional era. Surrounded by cornfields, this pioneer school still
sits on an acre of land a half-mile east of Spruce Corners, still
educating rural Oconto County children 110 years after it
was built,

The current enrollment is thirty-cight in grades one
through five. Two teachers, Ginny Buhrandt and Linda Foust,
staff this unique school. Spruce School was designated a char-
ter school in 1998 and operates as part of the Oconto Falls
School District with special curricular focus on local history
and environmental education. Strong community and
parental support continue as hallmarks of the Spruce School

tradition.
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Letter above courtesy of Ray Clark,

Photograph  (left} courtesy of the Bruce Paulson
Colleetion, Special Collections Department, Cofrin
Library, UW-Green Bay

In the early 1900s many young men left
home to work in logging camps in
Northern Wisconsin and Michigan. Their
only connection to home were letters like
one above written by John Ziebarth to his
family in Kunesh, Wisconsin.

er

¥ father, an avid auction goer, was a pack rat of historical materials.
While going through some old papers he had saved, I came across some
interesting letters, which he probably purchased at a local auction.

These six letters were written from 1899 to 1901 by John Ziebarth, a young
man, who worked in the lumber camps, first in Upper Michigan, and then in
Armstrong Creek, Wisconsin. He wrote the letters to his family in Kunesh,
which is a few miles west of Green Bay.

Most of the material in the letters is what any young man away from home
would write to his family. Phrases, such as “I am well” and “send you my best
regards,”
However, some material in the letters reveals interesting information about the

could have been written two hundred years ago or yesterday.

life and concerns of a young Brown County resident at the turn of the century.
It was common for young men to go to work in the lumber camps at this time.
Thus these letters give us a glimpse of what life was like for a great many young
men from this area.

Ziebarth’s writing skills seem typical for a farm boy of the time, so his gram-
mar and spelling have been left as they were in the original. The letters are as
close to the orviginals as possible. Periods, which were lacking throughout, were
added where they seemed appropriate.!

Mich. 1899 December 17th

Dear Father and mother

| got your kind and welcome letter the | of Dec. [ think you are all expecting a
letter. I am geting along allright and | hope you were the same. We had a big snow
storm monday and it last all day. | have 34 working days in. | don't think of com-
ing down Christmass. | got myself a pair of rubbers. They cost $2.50. They are
going to start hauling after newyears.

The fellow that uesd (used) to sleep with me jumped monday and helped him
self at my drawes and a pair of mitts. You need not trouble your self by sending any
thing down. I will see that I dress with that I got. It aint very cold in the day time
but heavy frost at night. They are going to have two scigen (skidding?) teams at
work all winter.

I have had now kick come vyet. | like the board and it aint so very hard work. |
don't think you will know me in Spring for [ am gaining very fast. | expect to stay
hear till in spring. | thing I will close my letter now for | have not muck to say. But
all I siad is to let you now thar | am well and 1 hope you were that same.

Wen writing me a letter send me the news and tell me if all the rest of the boys
is to home. | bid Farewell with all my best regards to you all Father and Mother.
So goodby to you all. You need not expect me Christmas for 1 am going to stay
here.
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now. Gus and Willie Kornosky are geting
along allright to. Well | am sorry if you
did not get my letter or [ didn’t get yours.

[ have got a letter from Henry Riemer
and they say ther are all well. Well I am
better off here than what | would be in
Michigan. Gus got a letter from
Marennette and say they are all well.
And Uncle Charlie went to woods
+ Monday morning and Willie is going to.

Sa Ma did not go to Marinette for a
viset. | have all the clohts I need now for
a while. But 1 will get myself a pair of
rubbers yet. Everything is Dear up here
1/2 pd of thacco is 04 cents. | am going
to Armstrong Check Christmas and get
my rubbers. One pair of stoicking were
stolen on me. The timber is very heavy
up here for it is all pine. The grub is all-

Photograph {above) and line drawing (opposite) courtesy of Ray Clark right up hcrc to. We g0 10 work at 6 ock-
John Zicbarth worked in a lumber camp such as the one above when he was sixteen. |,k and eat our Dinner in the camp and

Ziebarth wrote letters home for the next two years. Zicbarth died in a hunting accident one

month after he wrote the last letter. He was only eighteen.

Hick burns Blades camp Menominee Mich.

Armstrong Creeck Wis Dee. 2th 1900

Dear Parants

Il answer your kind and wellcome letter you wrote me wen
[ was up in Mich. | came down Thursday night with the 11.20
train and [ met Uncle Richrer stand ahead a Saloon door and
asked him were to go first because | didint know him. And he
told me to come with him and stay over night. So it was 12
oclock wen | went to bed and | met Gus and Willie Kornosky
and went up to the Murphy lumber Co. 1 like the place all-
right.

I have $16 left of my big winters stack. | am getting $30 a
month for noching and 1 will stay here all winter that is if |
can. | will tell you my story in spring about Mich.

So goodby to you all with my very best regards to you all
from your Son John. I am well and rake you were the same.
Write me the news. My address is John Zebarth Armstrong
Creeck Wis Murphy lumber Co.

Dec. 15, 1900

Dear Father

I have writen you a letter two weeks ago and have no
answer yet. Well | am well and hope that theas few lines
would find you the same way. The wether is very cold up here

@— vV 0 ¥ A

at night go in at 3.

So good by to you all. Il close my let-
ter now for | have now more to say. With all my best regards
to all at home. From your Son John Zebarth. Write soon.
address Armstrong Creeck Wis Murphy lumber Co Camp 2

Sat. Dec. 29th 1900 Dear Father

I was very glad to hear from you. Well T am well and
healthy. And I hope vou were the same. Well | am sorry that
vou sent my cloths to Mich. Did you send it on my name or
did you send it to Ernest Pasch. If so let me know and I'll
write to Henry Riemer and they well take care of it if it is
there yer. | wish you had a Merry Christ mass. It is not very
cold yet. The weather is just right to work

I suppose ma cannot forget me yet. Well tell her that 1 am
geting fat. | have tryed to send you $15 of what | had left but
they charge 7 cents on a doller on a money order. 1 think I'll
take good care of it allright. | am glad to hear that you settelt
with Platan and are out of debr.

The Station is miles from the campes. [t was my misstake
allright that | didn't get your first letter. Gus Kornowski is a
lettle homesisk and entendes to quier. Willie told me that he
was to get marraid next Spring. Probly you know the gril. She
lives in Grotuernones of hous. You need not say nothing.
Willie likes it allright. Frank is working for holmes and Son



in Dunbar. He was up here Christmass. So scaling did not
have a kick coming against me and settelt it allright.

Tell Henry his chances is good to go to woods nexr winter
for I'll stay to home. The Gripe is very bad up here and there
is many of them laid up with it. It has not come to me yet and
I hope to God it will stay away. Well Leonard keepe right on
buyen doves at 5 cents a peace and sell them 7 cents a peace
and mack money. | have got myself a pair of rubbers and a pair
of overhalles. | have got everything I'll need this winter.

Gus and Willie is wearying about thear mother being sick-
ly. I have got a letter from the boys up in Mich and they are
all getting along allright. Well Henry got your letter and was
glad to here that your colts is geting fat. But Leonard is doing
better with his doves and rates (7).

[ think I'll close for this time with my best regards to vou all
and a happy new year write soon.

John Ziebarth Armstrong Creeck Murphy L. Co. Wisc
Camp 2 so goodby, your son

Armstrong Creeck Frost Co Wis. Jan 13th 1901

Dear Brothers

I'll dorp you a few lines to let you know that | am well and
| hope you were the same way. Well Henry | am glad that your
horses are geting along allright and Leonard is doing good
with his doves. | soppose you aint doing very muck. Well
have all the fun you want for next winter is your chance. For
I am sick of it know and I'll stay to home and do all the shores
(chores?) my self.

Well T am for over an hour so 1 guess 'l close for this time
or they will charge me postage on my big letter. With my very
best regards to you so by by be good to your self. Tell Albert
Kohler that am well and 1 hope he was the same way. I send
him the best regards. And tell him to write. Give him the
address. Address is John Ziebarth Armstrong Creeck Murphy
L. Co. Camp 2.

Aug. 9th 1901

Dear Parents

[ got your kind and welcome letter and was very glad to hear
from you. I am well and getting along allright and | hope you
were the same. Well father it is still raining yet. I am true hay-
ing and have started to cut lats. Eddie Moores and August
Grothe is here and helped me cut hay. | suppose you will be
true threshing the next letter thar | ger.

Well Pa I'll try to get a job with the team. The wages are
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pretty low and | have now Ida of working for $63. a month.
I'd rather work for $30. a month. () Well pa 1 wish you were
all well. I'll close for this time.

With all my best regards.

John Ziebarth Comenwealth Florarence Co Wis

hortly after 18-year-old John Ziebarth wrote this last

letrer, he died of a gunshot wound. He was accidentally
shot by his hunting partner while deer hunting. Ziebarth was
taken to Marinette, where his parents traveled to see him.
They got to spend some time with him, but he died in the
hospital after a short time.

Through searching in the local yellow pages and making a
few phone calls, 1 discovered that Ziebarth’s sister,
Gertrude Schultz, was living in Pulaski. Born in 1908,
90-years-old Schultz was the youngest of seventeen
children.? She is the only one still alive. She rold me
their father was Herman Ziebarth. Schulez
did not know her brother John
had worked in the lumber camps.

| also visited the caretaker at
the cemetery in  Kunesh.
Although many members of the
Ziebarth family are buried in
Kunesh, we could find no
record of John Ziebarth
being buried there. We
did, however, find a
death certificate for John
Ziebarth’s brother, Henry, who is
mentioned in the letters. Henry's
death certificate shows he died of
pneumonia in Oregon in 1938, His
occupation was listed as woodcut-
ter. Henry Zicharth’s body was
transported back to Wisconsin and
is buried in Kunesh. Because there
was a lot of snow at this time, | did
not search the cemetery.

| then called Gertrude Schulez
again to see if she knew where
her brother John might be buried.
She told me he was indeed buried
in Kunesh and had a headstone. |
made a second trip to the Kunesh
cemetery to find the last picce of the




puzzle. It did not take long to find what I was looking for.
John Zicbarth’s family must have thought highly of him, as he
has a fancy stone more than three feet tall. 1 thought this
unusual for a family of this period. His stone reads: “Hier Rucht
in Gott (Here Lies in God), Johann E Ziebarth, Geb. (born)
24 Apr 1883, Gest. (died) 11 Sept 1901.”3

This means that John (Johann) was only sixteen when he
wrote the first of these letters from the camp in Menominee,
Michigan. He was sixteen to eighteen years old when he
worked in Armstrong Creck and sent the remaining letters to
his family. His brothers, addressed in the letters, were one and
three years younger than he. Finally, John Ziebarth's last let-
ter home was written only one month before he died.

The history of the Murphy Lumber
Company is part of the story of the U.S.
lumber industry moving from the East
Coast to the West as timber supplies were
exhausted. Simon Jones Murphy, Sr., was born in
Maine in 1815 and became a successful lumberman there.
In 1866, he moved to Detroit, where he remained until
his death. He continued in the lumbering business
throughout his life but used his sons for further westward
expansion. Murphy Sr., had four sons who joined him in
his businesses, Three of these sons, Simon Jones Murphy,
Jr., Frank E. Murphy, and Albert M. Murphy, became part
of the Murphy Lumber Company in Green Bay.

Simon Murphy, Jr., a Harvard graduare intent on seck-
ing a career in railroading, abandoned that goal and came
up through the ranks in his father’s Michigan lumber
camps. In 1882, he became part of Crepin, Murphy &
Sons. In 1883, he was made president of the White River
Boom Company, where he remained until 1885, when all
the timber owned by his father had been cur.

In 1886, Simon Jr. and Frank Murphy came to Green
Bay, where their father financed the building of a sawmill
at the mouth of the Fox River. This was the start of the
Murphy Lumber Company of Green Bay, with Murphy Sr.
as president of the company, William Murphy as vice
president, and Frank Murphy as secretary-treasurer. In
1886, this Green Bay mill had a capacity to cut 25 million

Someone from the Ziebarth family must have saved the let-
ters. Perhaps these letrers were the few items they had to
remember him by. Fortunately, these letters survived until
today, giving us a snapshot of the past.

NOTES

1- -nl{.'l'i.‘ Wis fl‘i‘ one t’n\'l'Ei'[" ‘1-‘“: W klh ‘ill' sIX |L'!{rl“'_'- T‘hf onv (ilbi\' LY .I\I.!r&'\"“\.i
to “Herman Zebarth, Kunesh PO, Wis.” The postmark on the envelope reads
“ARMSTRONG CREEK WIS." There is a second postmark on the reverse of the
envelope that reads “KUNESH WIS.”

2. She was bom on the family farm o couple miles north of Kunesh and lived there
until the age of 79, Gertrude sad she anid one of her brothers could milk twenty-
four cows by hand in an hour although that was enly when they had somewhere
1o go afterward, She did nor marry unnl after she was thirty but sad, *1 always
had boyfriends.”

3. Other stones revealed that Zieharth's father, Herman, lived from 1861 1o 1930, his
brather Henry from 18584 to 1938, and his brother Leonard from 1886 to 1969,

board feet of lumber per year and
employed about 250 men in the mill and
in the Their products were
shipped by warter and rail to Chicago,
The mill
burned in 1895, was rebuilt, and in 1906, was sold to the
North Land Lumber Company. Albert Murphy joined his
brothers in Green Bay in 1892 and became secretary-trea-
surer in 1894, when Frank Murphy had to leave the busi-
ness because of poor health.

Frank Murphy became vice president of the Morley-
Murphy Hardware Company in 1904 at 202 South
Washington St., Green Bay. The Morley-Murphy concern
began in 1903 with a buyout of the wholesale department
of the Gotfredson Brothers Company, dealers in hardware
and agricultural implements. Gotfredson was a Green Bay
business in existence since 1888.

Frank Murphy later became president of the Murphy
Supply Company, incorporated in 1907. In 1912, he sold
out completely to Elbridge Murphy, Albert Murphy's son.
The Morley-Murphy Company remains in business in

woods.

Milwaukee, and the eastern Unired States.

Green Bay to this day.
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Commemoratae Bungraphical Record of the West Shore of Green Bay, Wisiomsin,
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History of Brown Coeney, Wesconsin, Chicago: 5., Clarke Pub. Co., 1913,
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he Mill Road Bridge across the Manitowoc River lies

just off County Trunk Highway R at the southwest

corner of the city of Manitowoc. The bridge’s deli-
cate, almost lacy, appearance indicates its construction and
its age. Wrought iron bridges almost always date from the ear-
liest era of truss bridge construction.

When the bridge was built in 1887 at the north end of Mill
Road in the town of Manitowoc Rapids, it was one of two
iron truss bridges near this location. Bridges just like it were
springing up across creeks and rivers throughour Wisconsin.
Today, however, it is Wisconsin's last bridge of its type in its
original location.

Truss bridges of all types are succumbing to demands for
wider roadbeds and faster speeds. For more than 110 years,
carriages, Model Ts, and even trucks used this bridge to trav-
el across the river. Now local citizens are working to ensure
that Wisconsin's oldest-known truss bridge stands for decades
o come.

The Mill Road Bridge is located in a narrow, peaceful val-
ley with a historic mill, a few houses, and a small Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources preserve nearby. But it was-
n't always so quiet. During the nineteenth century, Mill Road

was a busy stretch of the historic Green Bay Road, one of

Wisconsin’s  first overland highways. Travelers from
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Photograph by Ellyn Kurtz

Sheboygan, Milwaukee, and even the sleepy community of
Chicago journeyed along the Green Bay Road on their way
to market towns and ports along Lake Michigan's eastern
shore.

The village of Manitowoc Rapids, located in the bend of
the river crossed by the Mill Road Bridge, was the site of the
first settlement and industry in the modern county of
Manitowoc. For a time Manitowoc Rapids was the new coun-
ty’s seat. As early as 1837, eleven years before Wisconsin
statehood, a traveler noted one sawmill and two dwellings at
Manitowoe Rapids. This outpost was one of few in Northeast
Wisconsin, and the mill and boarding house at Manitowoc
Rapids took on importance beyond their size.

Travelers coming up the Manitowoc River could navigate
casily as far as the rapids, located just north of the Mill Street
Bridge. Although the rapids prevented further water travel,
they provided a benefit that, in the mid-1800s, was even
more important: water power. By 1839, the Green Bay Road
had been at least rudimentally blazed through what had been
an impassably dense forest, covering much of Lake
Michigan’s eastern shore. The road’s planners intentionally
ran the road into the tiny developing community.

As in most newborn towns across the Midwest, stores, tav-
erns, and other establishments soon followed. They congre-



Top right: Crossing the Manitowoe River between the town of
Manitowoc Rapids and the city of Manitowoc, the bridge stands
on massive limestone abutments.

Bottom right: Like many ecarly truss bridges, the Mill Road
Bridge’s lacy detailing both strengthens and decorates this
Victorian-era structure.

gated in a tight knot along the edge of the Manitowoc River
near the crossing of the Green Bay Road. Rapids, as it was

commonly known, soon became the site of the new county’s

AN,

court house. It remained there until it was destroyed by fire in
1852. By 1850, the town of Rapids had 25 percent more res-

idents than the neighboring town of Manitowoc.!
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Since the Green Bay Road had been so important to
Rapids’ development, the first bridge in the county was built
ar this site in 1848. Bridges were something of a luxury in the
mid-1800s. If a road’s traffic did not justify the cost, travelers
had to ford most of the streams crossing any road. Fording,
while common, was often dangerous and usually difficult, so
bridges were appreciated. It can be assumed that the bridge
was made of timbers and wood planks, with a narrow roadbed,
wide enough to admit one wagon, with a tendency to sway
and creak under loads or high winds. Since wood bridges gen-
erally lasted five or ten years, there were probably several suc-
cessive wooden Green Bay Road bridges, each being substan-
tially repaired or replaced on a regular basis.

In 1885, a nearby wooden bridge was destroyed by high
water. This forced Manitowoc County and the town of
Manitowoc Rapids to grapple with whether to build another

cheap bridge or construct something that would last. The
new Horseshoe Bridge, named for a curve in the road next to
it on the Manitowoc Rapids side, was delayed for more than
a year by polirical wrangling. The added cost of building an
iron bridge put it out of reach of the village, and county
supervisors from outlying towns balked at helping fund a
bridge that would not directly benefit their constituents.
When supervisors protested the amount the county was being
asked to provide, Rapids' town chair Richard Klingholt:
insisted on an iron truss bridge although none had ever been
built in the county. After reminding them of the grief caused
by short-lived wood bridges, he said, “Let us build a bridge
which will last a lifetime, and not have any further trouble.”
Finally constructed in 1886, the Horseshoe Bridge proved
Klingholtz right. It outlasted all the county board members
and was not torn down until 1986.

After the fight over the Horseshoe Bridge, winning
approval for the new Green Bay Road Bridge was easy. In late
1887, the town of Rapids asked the county board for assis-
tance in replacing the old Green Bay Road Bridge, which was
“in such a condition that public safety requires the erection
of a new one.” After examining the proposal, the reviewing
committee endorsed the request for what was then a very
heavily traveled road:

We must confess that in our opinion an iron bridge
would undoubrtedly in time prove the cheapest and

Phorograph by Ellyn Kun:
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the best, and different reasons scem to demand it
The length of the bridge will be at least 150 feet,
and if a wooden bridge would be built the middle
of the river would partly be blockaded by piles nec-
essary to be driven and prove a bad obstacle in
springtime when the ice is breaking up, especially
after the bridge has stood it for a number of vears...

The county board agreed to the request almost immediate-
ly, passing the motion by a two-to-one margin. The contract
for the Green Bay Road Bridge went to Friedrich Weinhagen,
co-proprietor of the Wisconsin Bridge and Iron Company in
Milwaukee. Weinhagen had constructed the Horseshoe
Bridge as a contractor, and his work must have met with sat-
isfaction because there was no debarte over who would do the
Green Bay Road Bridge. By the end of 1887, the bridge had

been completed.

Weinhagen and his company were engaged in a relatively
Phatograph by Ellyn Kurtz new business, one that combined prefabricated parts with

: . o o . custom handcrafting. Bridge contractors as a specialized
Nameplates like this one, with its popular Victorian sunburst decoration,
marked truss bridges across the state. Unlike later truss bridges, this one was s
the company’s own design. advances in the quality, strength, and efficiency of wrought

group began to appear in Wisconsin in the late 1870s, when
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Photographs by Ellyn Kurtz

Eye-bar-and-pin construction is a hallmark of the earliest iron truss bridges. Light
cross-bars with turnbuckles provide sway bracing and keep the bridge square.

iron made its use in trusses possible. With stronger, lighter
trusses, iron bridges could span much longer distances and
resist stresses better. But they were not cheap. They required
a skilled crew and a foundry to make truss pieces with the
right dimensions and in the right quantity for a given site.

After an engineer visited a site and drew up plans for a
given location’s bridge, those plans were forwarded to the
foundry’s personnel, who ensured that all truss pieces made
were the right width, length, and strength and had the right
connective joints. The new bridge would be assembled on the
ground at the foundry and inspected. Then it was disassem-
bled and marked, and the picces were shipped to the bridge
site. Once there, it took little more than an experienced fore-
man and some local labor to put the bridge together.

Prior to 1911, all Wisconsin bridge companies had their
own designs and their own techniques for constructing
bridges. These varied from one company to another in subtle
but significant ways. In 1911, the state created standardized
designs for all bridge companies. Most remaining Wisconsin
truss highway bridges, many with massive riveted parts,
reflect these standardized designs.

Until 1936, the old Green Bay Road and this bridge carried
most of the traffic coming to the Rapids area from the south.
In 1958, County Trunk Highway R was completed. It extend-
ed along much of the old Green Bay Road but bypassed the
stretch along the bottom of the valley that became Mill
Road. With the county trunk’s four-lane concrete bridge less
that one thousand feet cast, the former Green Bay Road and
its bridge evolved from a highway to a rural side street, a fac-
tor that accounts for the bridge's survival.
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UPDATE

The bridge, which is lsted on the National Register of Historic Places, s now close to
wehiculur taffic, Robert Fay, Exeeutive Director of the Manirowoe County Historical
Soctety, sabd the bridge's existence is still tenuous because there are guestions
surrounding its maintenance and upkeep, The Manitowoc Historical Sociery has
placed the bridige on a list of endangered historie properties. The bridge is currently
featured in o new photographic exhibir, “Manitowoe County's Lost Treasures,” at the
Manirowoe Heritage Center. For more information about the bridge, call Robert Fay at
(920) 6544445
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of Shehoyggan's

Breek Orthodox Church

For three months in early
1998, a team of eleven
people, led by Anton
Rajer, restored the altar
screen of St. Spyridon
Greek Orthodox Church in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin.
Approximately 2,000 hours
were spent during the
conservation effort. The
icons were cleaned,
retouched, and varnished.
The altar screen itself was
restored to its original
appearance.

The Editor

ride in ancestral heritage can take many forms.

One of the strongest is religious faith and the arti-
facts associated with it. An example of this is a
unique, early twentieth-century altar screen at St.
Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in Sheboygan.
Recently art conservators and volunteers helped
Greek Orthodox parishioners in Sheboygan recover
their heritage by preserving and conserving this rare
altar screen.

The Sheboygan screen, as an example of Greek
Orthodox altar screens as an ensemble, is one of the
largest and best preserved in the United States. There
are only a few other screens in Wisconsin—
Milwaukee, Fond du Lac, and Madison. All of them
are from a later date than the St. Spyridon screen.




generous amounts of gold
leaf and faux marbling on

Parishioners (above) posed in front of the altar screen at St the panels, columns, and
Spyridon Greek Orthodox Church in Sheboygan during Easter arches, were placed on the
1940. The central door icon of Christ (left) is part of the screen, screen. The completed
which was created in 1906. altar screen was stunning

and delighted the parish-
The St. Spyridon parish in Sheboygan was found-  ioners for decades.
¢d by Greek immigrants in 1904, and the church Around 1953, and again in
was built in 1906. The Greek parishioners commis- 1975, most of the beautiful
sioned an altar screen that resembled those in their  decoration was repainted a
homeland—a rigid, conservative design based on  stark enamel white. Much of the gold leaf was
medieval Byzantine models. ed out, and the decorative miling along the top of
The altar screen, known in Greek as Iconostasion,  altar screen was dismantled and trashed. A
is a standing decorated wall that separates the  sense of community pride in Sheboygan's G
priest from the parishioners. The altar screen is also
a visual representation of Greek Orthodox dogma.
The parish commissioned Andreas Manalis and
Adrianos Karvalas, two famous Athenian icon
painters, to create twenty-two icons for the elabo-
rate screen. Several icons are life size. More than
half the icons tell the story of Christ and depict the
lives of the saints, including Saint Spyridon, the
patron saint of the church; Saint Helena of the
true cross; and other founders of the Greek
Orthodox church.

The screen is divided
into  horizontal  sec-
tions. The lower band
has the biggest icons,
many against a brilliant
gold leaf background.
The next band is deco-
rated with grape leaves
and vines. The top
band  has thirteen

slc“unltfri from the life of More than 2,000 HEUFSAERT
. . + Christ. the altar screen. A volunteer
This detail of the banner of the By 1921, all the icons banner of Archan

Crucifixion was restored in had arrived from Greece.
February 1998. j ; :
Final touches, including
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Parishioners commissioned renowned Athenian artists to create the altar screen (above) in
1906 to resemble those of their homeland. The screen was recently restored and conserved.

heritage started to evolve in 1997 as an outgrowth
of the renewed interest in Wisconsin's history. The
church council decided to return the altar screen
to its original 1921 appearance. Historical research
through photographs and detailed paint analysis of
the altar screen was done. The parish was enthusi-
astic about the possibilities of returning the screen
to the original appearance their parents and grand-
parents had known.

For several months in the winter of 1998, conser-
vators and artists conserved the twenty-two icons
and restored the painted finishes of the altar
screen. In addition, many decorations were
gold leafed to resemble the original. The entire
screen was sanded, and the exposed paint was
primed white to produce an even, smooth surface.
The original grape leaf decoration on the grape
frieze was copied and then reconstructed. The rail-
ing design along the top of the icon screen was also
reconstructed through historical research with
photographs.

Il the icons, except St. Helena, were removed
 the altar screen. The glass and each icon were
The icons were restretched and stapled to
nal supports. After carefully retouching
ishing the icons, they were reinstalled in

their original locations with the small icons with
small plastic bumpers, so they do not get stuck o
the glass. The large archangel doors, Michael and.
Gabriel; the central door icon of the standing
Christ; and the banners of St. Spyridon, Christ’s
crucifixion, and Christ’s resurrection received spe-
cial attention.

More than two thousand hours went into
the project. Once this magnificent artifact was
restored to its original appearance, the Greek
Orthodox community regained an important part
of its heritage. Older parish members, who remem-
bered the way it used to look, were p;lrtiuular_l.y..- ;
delighted. ekl

The conservators were equally pleased that !
had contributed to the conservation of this sig
cant and historic relic of the past. As part o
project, a notebook was prepared documenting the
entire process with photographs and written
reports, so future generations will be able to refer to
this important restoration effort.

Text and photographs
by Anton Rajer
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Kenneth Silverman. Houdini!!! The
Career of Ehrich Weiss. New York:
Harper Perennial, 1997, $35.00

UDIN

f the handful of celebrities who

have called Appleton home,
Harry Houdini (né¢ Ehrich Weiss) is
undoubtedly the most famous. In
Houdii!!! The Career of Ehrich Weiss,
Bancroft and Pulitzer Prize-winning
author, Kenneth Silverman, skillfully
tells the story of this remarkable man

who was not only the world’s best
illusionist bur this century’s foremost

debunker of spiritualism.

The Weiss family immigrated from Budapest, Hungary, in
1878, when Houdini was four years old. After nine years in
Appleton, the family moved to New York City where Rabbi
Mayer Samuel Weiss, the family patriarch, tried unsuccesstul-
ly 1o establish a new synagogue. Following his father’s death
in 1929, Houdini began his career as an escape artist.

Houdini and his wife Bess struggled for years until they
teamed up with Martin Beck, the vaudeville tycoon. It was at
this moment, as Silverman points out, that Houdini learned
the most important lesson of show business: In order to
become rich and famous one needs an efficient, prolific pub-
licity machine. Beck provided the promotion that made
Houdini a star in England and the United States.

Realizing he could be his own press agent, Houdini split
with Beck after a few years. Nevertheless, Houdini never for-
got the basic mechanics of publicity and used them to draw
attention to himself. Whether it was nude escapes, legal
fights with European constabularies, or the phony rivalry
with the illusionist Hardeen (who happened to be Houdini’s
brother Theodore), Houdini masterfully commanded the
headlines in newspapers from London to Los Angeles.
Behind the public relations was an extremely gifted illusion-
ist who took his craft literally to new heights.

Houdini!!! is more than a chronicle of the magician’s stage
performances. From the tryst with Charmian London, widow
of Jack, to the stormy friendship with Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, Silverman recounts Houdini's fascinating personal life
as well as other facets of his professional carcer. No punches
are pulled. The book is not a hagiography. Silverman
unmasks and details the magician immense ego and periodic
lack of honesty. Nevertheless, those traits helped Houdini
become famous. His unflagging belief in his own powers of
illusion enabled him to conduct a successful crusade against
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spiritualism in the 1920s.

Because of its balanced treatment, Houdini!!! will remain
the last word on the illusionist for some time. Silverman, a
magician himself and a professor of English at New York
University, has brought a passion, an eye for critical detail,
and a sense for larger meanings to this book. Silverman places
Houdini in his times and context, rightly avoiding the polit-
ical movements of the age, focusing instead on the develop-
ment of popular culture.

Andrew Kersten
Assistant Professor, History
University of Wisconsin-Green Bay

George Nau Burridge. La
Mystigue du Renard: The Fox
River and the Passage to the
West. Green Bay: Brown
County Historical Society,
1997. $8.00

n La Mystique du Renard,
George Nau Burridge has
carried on his 90-year love
Northeast

affair  with

Wisconsin's land and waters

—specifically Green  Bay,
Brown County, the Fox
River, and the bay of Green Bay. An avid sailor, Burridge, is
a long-time member of the Brown County Historical Society,
a co-founder of Voyagewr magazine, and the author of anoth-
er marine history book, Green Bay Workhorses: The Nau Tug
Line.

Burridge originally intended to write a marine history of
this area. But in doing research on the history of the Lower
Fox, he became so intrigued by the history of the Lower Fox
River that he decided to publish the chapter as a book, La
Mystique di Renard.

The slim paperback (thirty-nine pages) is beautifully illus-
trated with sepia prints of the old boats that ran the Fox
River, reproductions of early maps of the river, and copies of
some commercial traffic tables on the river from 1894 to
1914, compiled by the U.S. Army Corps of Engincers.

Aerial shots of the dams and locks along the Lower Fox
accompany the text, which describes the earliest exploration
of the river by the French in their hope of locating a passage
to the Far East, a scarch which was taken up by the British in
the latter half of the cighteenth century. In the early 1800s,
American settlers immediately recognized the potential of a



settlement at the mouth of the Fox River and instigated the
series of dams and locks that made the Lower Fox navigable
from Lake Winnebago to the bay of Green Bay.

With La Mystique du Renard, Burridge expresses his hope
that the Fox waterway can be restored to become once more
a vital resource in the twenty-first century.

Phyllis Mong

Green Bay

Robert C. Ostergren and
Thomas R, Vale, eds.
Wisconsin Land and  Life.
Madison:  University  of

Wisconsin ~ Press, 1997.

$29.95.

I[' your formal acquain-
tance with geography has
been limited over the past
thirty years, be prepared for
a surprise  when you
encounter and, | recom-
mend, purchase Wisconsin
Land and Life. Edited by two
senior members of the UW-Madison geography faculty, this
book is a spatial perspective sampling of Wisconsin’s major
land and life themes. Most of the twenty-seven authors, all
recognized authorities in their fields, have a UW-Madison tie
as cither graduate student or faculty member.

The themes and chapters are organized into three groups.
The first explores the biophysical processes at work and the
evolving patterns in Wisconsin’s natural environment. The
emphasis is on the physical landscape, glaciation, weather and
climate, and vegeration and soils, but the human element is
not ignored. The reader is made aware of the interactions peo-
ple have with the natural world as interpreters, residents,
resource users and abusers, and affectionate admirers.

The second grouping of chapters is, in the main, historical
and emphasizes the way groups of people with diverse back-
grounds and interests have settled Wisconsin, and in meeting
their economic, cultural and social needs have created a par-
ticular sense of place. Themes developed here include the
pre-Columbian  people; carly Euro-American sertlement;
lumber and mining towns; and a sampling of Wisconsin’s rich
ethnic diversity. Part three, “Regional Economics and
Landscapes,” features people and land interactions, dairying,
lumbering, tourism, nature appreciation, and the appealing
charm of individual places.
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The final chaprer, “Wisconsin is Almost Anywhere,"
reminds us that Wisconsin is subject to those forces of change
that move toward landscape homogenization, which results
in “the geography of nowhere" as James Howard Kunstler put
it in his popular 1993 book by the same name. It is a sobering
chapter but not a surprise. We need only look at our fran-
chise-festooned commercial strips that greet us as we enter
our cities or the anonymous, repetitive architecture that now
dominates the built environment of Door County.

There are innumerable highlights in this book. The chap-
ters are generously illustrated with maps, diagrams, and pho-
tographs. Since geography deals with place and landscape
features, it is no wonder these figures effectively complement
the text. Sections | found especially enjoyable were Thomas
Vale's  “Introduction Systems  of
Wisconsin™; works on carly settlement by Robert Ostergren,
Michael Conzen, and John Hudson; Anne Kelly Knowles'
“The Welsh in Waukesha
County”; and Clarence Olmstead’s “Changing Technology,
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excellent contribution on
Values, and Rural Landscapes.”

Readers of Voyageur should take special note of the work of
two scholars with Northeast Wisconsin ties—Robin White's
cogent piece, “Geography, Wisconsin, and the Upland
Sandpiper,” and Randall Rohe’s “Lumbering: Wisconsin's
Northern Urban Frontier.”

Closing the book with a postscript is a delightful essay by Yi
Fu Tuan, the ).K. Wright and Vilas professor of geography. He
writes from the perspective of a resident who has a fondness
for the state and some knowledge that has been acquired
informally. He admonishes us to ask, “What is Wisconsin?
What does it mean to me?”

Most readers will, like me, thumb the book, selecting those
chapters that catch the eye. Such a sampling will not satisfy,
and as the book is read more systematically, one finds an
expanding synergism as cach new chapter, while able ro stand
alone, builds on the previous one and contributes to subse-
quent material.

Why would a person be surprised with this geography!?
There is enormous diversity, some of it unexpected. There is
unity, however, in approach, method, and in a common
appreciation for land and life in Wisconsin. The editors and
authors are to be commended as they help the reader move
from the level of one who just “looks” to one who truly “sces”
and, thus, begins to achieve understanding.

William G. Laatsch
Professor, Geography
University of Wisconsin, Green Bay
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The Wisconsin Cartographers’
Guild. Wisconsin'’s Past and Present: a
Historical  Atlas. Madison: The
University of Wisconsin  DPress,
1998. $39.95

his tantalizing collection of
new maps and rtext is a great
resource for putting two and two
together. It invites the participation
of every historian, amateur and pro-
fessional, young and old. And, not

engaging in any self-righteous

polemics but producing a multitude
of hard facts, it leaves each of us to our own devices.

Besides that, it shows what print can do so well, leaving the
low-definition computer screen way back in the dust some-
where. For example, on a single map are shown the seven-
teenth century routes of Etienne Brule, Jean Nicolet, Pierre-
Esprit Radison, Radison with Medard Chouart and Sicur de
Groseilliers, Fr. Rene Menard, Fr. Claude Allouez, Fr. Jacques
Marquette and Louis Joliet, Daniel Greysolon and Sieur du
Lhut, Rene-Robert Cavelier and Sieur de la Salle, Fr. Louis
Hennepin, other major water routes, and important portages.

On the same map are the European sites (trading posts,
forts, missions) by nation and date as well as the locations of
prominent native villages by tribe (twelve of them) and time
in years. All of that along with major rivers and lakes includ-
ed in just one map—to say nothing of text on the same page.

That’s just one of the eighty-nine pages thar pack informa-
tion in so densely that you will want to add water to the con-
centrate in order to consume the book, which will last for
many years. By water, | mean your own thought. Making con-
nections between facts presented here will keep the mind
busy in perpetuity, or nearly so.

The book will also help the reader make constant connec-
tion between history and the land he or she sees today, look-
ing out the windshield anywhere in Wisconsin or walking
down any street in the state. In his preface to the atlas,
William Cronon, Frederick Jackson Turner Professor of
History, Geography, and Environmental Studies at UW-
Madison, suggests you carry the book in your car at all rimes.

Northeast Wisconsin was a very busy place in the centuries
before white people came and in the two centuries afterward,
right up to statchood, when power centers began to move
south. This is visibly reported in the book’s early maps. Not
that the region ceased to figure in the state’s history, as is
shown in “Growth of the Fox Valley” (pages 34 and 33),
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“Impacts on Wisconsin’s Environment” (pages 58 and 59),
“1871 Peshtigo Fire” (page 47), and “Culrural Figures” (pages
32 and 33—"Curly” Lambeau, Vince Lombardi, Thorstein
Veblen, Harry Houdini, Edna Ferber, Jens Jensen, and a few
others from the region).

Northeast Wisconsin is on the map—just about every map
in this rich volume. Since statehood, then, the region still
figures in state history very strongly. But the state’s Southwest
did steal some of the Voyageur region’s thunder when lead
mining came in and people started to see Wisconsin as a
state.

The region even shows up distinctively on satellite pho-
tographs. One feature is particularly vivid in a 1991 shot
printed under “Native Nations of Eastern Wisconsin.” In that
picture, you can pick out the Menominee reservation because
it is so solidly green—in sharp contrast to the spotty green
around it. Except for Green Bay, separated from Lake
Michigan by the conspicuously skinny Door peninsula, the
reservation registers in orbit like nothing else in Northeast
Wisconsin.

The solid green results from the Menominee's sustained
yield forestry in contrast to the lumber barons’ clear-curting.
The sustained-yield policy resulted from Chief Oshkosh’s
1850s advice and from the famous Indian respect for the
environment.,

The only previous historical atlas of Wisconsin was pub-
lished in 1878. But by no means was it as useful or authorira-
tive as this one, which reaches all the way back to the last
glacier and all the way forward ro the present.

This one was not only compiled and drawn up with
painstaking attention to the near infinity of details by the six
members of the Wisconsin Cartographers’ Guild: Marily B.
Crews-Nelson, Laura Exner, Michael Gallagher, Zoltan
Grossman, Amelia R. Janes, and Jeffry Maas. It was also well
written by the same team. They deserve our thanks.

Dean O'Brien
Former Voyagewr Editor
Baraboo

Books reviewed in Voyageur are available
through the Hazelnut Galley ar the Brown

County Historical Sociery. (920) 437-1840




VOYAGEUR

Northeast Wisconsin’s
Award-Winning
History Magazine

call (920)-465-2446

to subscribe

Vovageur: Northeast Wisconsin's Historical
Review is published biannually each June and
December by the Brown County Historical
Sociery, PO. Box 8083, Green Bay,
Wisconsin 34308-8085, telephone (920) 465-
2446. Facilities and services are also provided
by the University of Wisconsin-Green Bay

and St. Norbert College, De Pere, Wisconsin.

Publication frequently is Summer/Fall and
Winrer/Spring.
Voyageur publishes manuscripts, essays,

book reviews, documents, phorographs, maps,

drawings, and other materials concerning the
history and prehistory of a seventeen-county
region of Nartheast Wisconsin, Written
contriburions, letrers to the editor,
COmMments, suggestions, and inquiries are
welcomed. Write: Victoria Goff, Editor,
Vovageur, P.O. Box 8085, Green Bay,
Wisconsin 54308-8085. The Brown County
Historical Society, University of Wisconsin-
Green Bay, and St. Norhert College assume
no responsibility for statements made by
authors and contributors,

Vosageur 1s distributed to Society
members as a membership benefit and is also
sold separately by subscription. Single copies
are available at outlets in Wisconsin and
Upper Michigan or by contacting Voyageur.
The annual subscription rare is $10. Selected
back issues are $2.25 or $2.50 each.
Additional copies of the Wisconsin
Sesquicentennial Issue are available for $8.

Sponsorships in the following patron
categories are also available: Conrributor
325-549; Trader $50-399; Scout $100-5249;
Voyageur $250-5499; Explorer $500-5999;
and Pathfinder 31,000 or more. The Scout
category includes one free gift subscription,
the Voyageur category two free gift
subscriptions, the Explorer category, three,
and the Pathfinder, four. Patron names are
published in each issue.

Articles appearing in Vovageur are
indexed or abstracted in America: History and
Life and the Periodical Source Index (PERSI).
A decennial index of volumes 1-10 (1984-
1994) by Vovageur is available for $10.
Nonprofit bulk-rate postage paid at Green
Bay, Wisconsin, ISSN 1062-7634. Copyright
© 2000 by the Brown County Historical
Societv.

Additional information about Voyageur is
available at: www.uwgb.edufvoyageur
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BRENNAN BuicK / Isuzu

A SERVICE

Because of Brennan Buick's commitment to customer satisfaction, our dealership has been
selected by Buick Motor Division to become its “FLAGSHIP DEALERSHIP" for this area.
Also because of this commitment, Brennan has been awarded Buick’s highest honor for
customer satisfaction: “The Best in Class” award. Brennan is the only dealer in Wisconsin
to receive this award every year it has been given. That’s 14 years. Stop in and see our
huge inventory of new Buicks, including the all new 2000 Buick LeSabre.

BUICK Buick and Isuzu Quality
Hours: Mon and Thurs until 9;
Tue, Wed, Fri until 6; Sat until 4
Brennan Customers are , Stop in and see us, or call
Prennan Family . 436-4940 or 1-800-432-4940
Come Join 'IJ;I ISu=u
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vital home to generations of families.

families yet to come.

stable and strong. Somne things never change.

AN

Associated Bank

Member FDIC & Associated Banc-Corp

Green Bay, Brown County, VWisconsin and Associated Bank—

For a century and a half, Wisconsin has been a beautiful and

For 125 years, Associated Bank has been a part of Wisconsin's
pasl, thriving present and fascinating future. Generations of
families have depended on Associated Bank to bring them
financial growth and security. We will continue to provide
customized financial solutions to generations of Wisconsin
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SMITH BARNEY

Investment Bankers
& Brokers

since 1873

Serving Green Bay since 1927
Offering full investment services
in securities &commodities
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South Washington Street e

Green Bay, WI 54301
(920) 437-3276
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