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Ilustration by Julie Coller, 15, Green Bay

Window to the world

Computers have become more than a tool for teens

By Trinity Hartman, 18, Green Bay
Believe it or not, some teens view comput-
ers as more than merely glorified Nintendos or
handy word processors. They see their com-
puters as tools to explore the world and meet
new people.
; : “Computer hacker” usually
brings to mind an anti-social
person who likes to break into
secret documents.
#  However, with the rise in
%! popularity of Bill Board
i Services and national comput-
{ er networks, computers have
become a more socially
acceptable activity. Students
with a modem can access a
local BBS to download free
games or leave messages, or they can hook up
with a more national system, like Internet or
CompuServe where they can play games with
unseen opponents.
Aaron Berken, 18, of Green Bay, co-oper-
ates a local BBS called Excalibur. He esti-
mates more than 200 people call their BBS and
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Who you gonna call?

If you ever feel like calling a Bill
Board Service, the cost is just a local
phone call. Here are most called bill-
boards in Green Bay and their phone
numbers:

e ShareWright 336-9532

e The Realm 499-8586

e Excalibur 433-9813

e Necromancer 435-5048

e The Netherworld 494-3171
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there are about 1,000 billboard users through-
out Green Bay. Virtually ail of them are either
in high school or their 20s.

Each BBS is run through a main computer.
Anyone with a personal computer and a

modem can call up the BBS and register as a
new user. Once they do this, they are free to
use, and download for their own personal com-
puter, any of the games or other files found
there.

Through a loca! BBS, Berken got in touch
with an old girl friend he hadn’t talked to in
years. This was kind of unexpected since not
very many women use the services.

Berken estimates about 98 percent of the
users are male, but doesn’t doubt that it will
even out more in the future

Since they use computers so much, these
students are looking forward to the new inno-
vations they think will be coming to home
computers in the near future.

Like being able to watch TV on a computer
screen, as well as better games, and less dis-
tinction between Macs and IBMs.

Peter LaCasse, 18, De Pere, mostly uses his
computer for games. Although he has used his
modem occasionally, he said the thing he is
looking forward to the most in computer
development are “better, faster, virtual reality
games that can be played on a slower comput-
er.”




