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SITE OF DERAILMENT AND FIRE

WEYAUWEGA

Weyauwega residents can't go home for several days

Post-Crescent photo by Steve Apps

EMERGENCY VEHICLES quickly leave the scene of the train derailment in Weyauwega
Monday after officials pushed back the perimeter due to the threat of explosions and fire.

Weyauwega
Lake

RESPONDING TO A DISASTER

A chain of events recorded by state Divi-

sion of Emergency Government spokes-

man Larry Sommers as Monday's Weyau-

wega emergency unfolded:

5:50 a.m. - Accident occurs, knock-

ing power out in Weyauwega and

Waupaca. Waupaca County Deputy

Hal Bauer, is on patrol in the area,

notifies communication center.

Radio communication is not affected

by the outage.

0 5:51 a.m. - Weyauwega Fire De-

partment alerted. E91 1 center be-

gins alerting county fire departments

down the line. Waupaca Fire De-

partment responds immediately.

6:30 a.m. - DNR duty officer is noti-

fied by the railroad of the accident.

6:45 a.m. - DNR calls Division of

Emergency Government to report

evacuations already undertaken up

to 2.5 miles from the scene; division

office in Madison sends two Valley

regional emergency government dir-

ectors to the scene.

Officials forced to play it

safe in Weyauwega

By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer

INSIDE

Shut-off gas

has domino ef-

fect. A-8.

Shelters not crowded
as community unites

By Steve Wideman
Post-Crescent staff writer

0 7:30 a.m. - Waupaca County Sher-

iff requests authority from Division

of Emergency Government to de-

ploy Level A HAZMAT Team.

0 7:45 a.m. - Division of Emergency

Government notifies state Depart-

WEYAUWEGA - This is a de-

serted city with a burning bomb at

its core.

State and local emergency offi-

cials have sealed off the communi-
ty for two miles in every direction,

and no one, not even firefighters,

is being allowed in the danger
zone.

“We now believe it will be sever-

al days before people are allowed

back in their homes in Weyau-
wega,” said Lt. Col. Tim Donovan
of the Army National Guard this

morning.
“We’re dealing with a potential-

ly very, very dangerous situation.

It’s simply not safe for anyone to

be in the area. The danger of an
explosion is present.”

On the city’s north side are 37

Area dairies

absorb more

than a million

pounds of milk

destined for

Weyauwega.

B-1.

Railroad is

forced to re-

route its traffic.

B-1.

Dispatch

center in Wau-
paca County

went dark. B-5.

WAUPACA - Home Monday
night for the about 2,000 people in

the evacuation zone around Wey-
auwega was wherever they could

find a pillow to lay there head.

Motels in the Waupaca and New
London area were filled. Only a

few people stayed at shelters as

most people there were offered

lodging in private homes.
Residents in two extended care

facilities were housed at Waupaca
County Industries in Manawa,
Riverside Community Medical

Center in Waupaca or at several

nearby nursing homes.
Waupaca School District offi-

cials opened the George W. Hen-
drickson Center shortly after

emergency personnel ordered the

evacuations.

ment of Health and Social Services

of evacuation and fire.

0 7:50 a.m. - Firefighters are ordered

to pull back from the fire line be-

cause of potential danger.

0 7:59 a.m. - Ambulance services

throughout the county are notified to

assist with evacuation of residents

at two nursing homes.

0 8 to 9 a.m. (approximately) - Em-

ergency Operations Center is acti-

vated at Emergency Government

Division headquarters in Waupaca
County as a meeting place for offi-

cials of agencies involved in the

Weyauwega emergency.
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Hazardous materials are traveling more by rail

By Pete Bach
Post-Crescent staff writer

While firefighters and federal regulators

say the volume of hazardous material that

moves by rail has increased, most officials

say rail is as safe a way as any to ship it.

The issue comes to the fore in the wake of

Monday’s derailment, explosion and fire

involving a Wisconsin Central Ltd. freight

train in Weyauwega that led to the evacua-

tion of that city and surrounding area.

John Fitzpatrick of the Federal Railroad

Administration in Washington, D.C., which
keep records of rail accidents, said more haz-

ardous chemicals are being made and used

in America.

“(But) rail is generally a safe way to move
it,” he said.

“The vast majority of materials hauled on
rails are bulk commodities like coal, sand
and gravel, wood products, grain. It’s defi-

nitely a small percentage that’s hazardous,”

said Thomas Running, railroad investigator

for the state Commissioner of Railroads

office in Madison.

Caustics and acids, chlorine and a variety

of other flammable or toxic liquids pass

through the Fox Valley daily not only by rail

but by truck, said Assistant Fire Chief Nick

Nickolas of Neenah.
A ruptured rail tanker can lead to what

firefighters know as a “boiling liquid, ex-

Please see MATERIALS, BACK PAGE

On offensive, Israel seals off Palestinian villages
President Clinton sends help in

the form of bomb-detection equip-

ment and anti-terrorism experts

TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) - Trying to crush mili-

tant Muslims who have terrorized Israel with

four deadly bombings, Israeli troops barricaded

Palestinian residents inside hundreds of West
Bank villages and towns today.

With Israel on the offensive, the military

wing of Hamas said it would heed the call of its

own political leaders and stop its suicide bomb-
ings in Israel until early July.

But the military wing, the Izzedine al Qassam
Brigades, has offered truces before, only to see

offshoots carry out attacks. And the truce will

only hold if Israel does not crack down on
Hamas for its bombing war.

The latest attack, in Tel Aviv on Monday,
killed 13 people, about half of them children.

A Izzedine al Qassam leaflet referred to the

division in Hamas’ ranks, calling on “all military

wings” to halt suicide attacks until early July so

long as Israel doesn’t retaliate against Hamas
for the bombings that began Feb. 25. It also

asked Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian Authority to

‘‘prepare for serious contacts and negotiations”

with Israel on Hamas’ behalf, but did not elabo-

rate.

In Washington, President Clinton today sent

bomb-detection equipment and technical

experts to Israel to help battle the deadly wave
of terrorism.

A team of experts will leave the United States

this morning on an Air Force flight carrying

detection equipment for use at border check-

points.

White House press secretary Mike McCurry
said the equipment and .echnical experts will

help Israel and Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian

Authority add to their anti-terrorist arsenal.

In addition to the explosive-detection equip-

ment and technical personnel, Clinton also

ordered the development of a package of train-

ing, technical assistance and equipment to

improve coordination among Israel, the

Palestinians and regional governments.

INSIDE TODAY
A look at some potential

candidates. A-5.

Roth’s retirement doesn’t

fit the mold. B-1.

By Judy Williams
Post-Crescent staff writer

U.S. Rep. Toby Roth’s surprise

announcement Monday that he

will not run for re-election this fall

puts party officials in the unex-

pected position of finding a

replacement for the nine-term

congressman.

Without the Appleton Republi-

lican in the race for the 8th

Congressional District seat, poten-

tial candidates to replace him are

lining up.

Among Republicans, an early

decision to run may be vital.

“You’ve got to get out of the

blocks fast. You’ve got to line up

key support,” said state Senate

Majority Leader Michael Ellis, R-

Neenah. “The next 10 days are go-

ing to be critical.”

Democrats may see this as a

golden opportunity to recapture

the seat, Ellis said.

“It’s an opportunity to take on

somebody other than a person of

Roth’s stature,” he said.

He had high praise for potential

candidate Assembly Speaker Dav-

id Prosser, R-Appleton.

“I think David Prosser would
make a fantastic congressman,”

Ellis said.

Prosser said he “will be doing

some very intensive thinking”

about running for Roth’s seat. He
plans to announce his intentions

within the next few days, he said.

“This is not a decision one takes

lightly, after toiling in the minority

and finally having the freedom to

act on our own ideas,” Prosser

said.

Please see ROTH, A-5

seat

THE TOBY ROTH FILE

BORN: Oct. 10, 1938

FAMILY: Married (Bar-
;

bara), three children (Toby

Jr., Vicki, Barbara)

EDUCATION: B.A.,

Marquette University, 1961

MILITARY: U.S. Army

Reserves, 1962-69

CAREER: Worked as a

realtor in Appleton before

election to state Assembly,

1972. Served in Assembly,

1 972-76.

CONGRESSIONAL
CAREER:
Defeated

incumbent

Rev. Rob-

ert Cornell,

D-De Pere,

for 8th Dis-

trict seat in

1978. He
has served on a variety of

Congressional committees

and subcommittees. He is

is the senior Republican

on the Banking and Finan-

cial Services Committee

and is the ranking GOP
member of its Subcommit-

tee on General Oversight,

Investigations and the Re-

solution of Failed Financial

Institutions; International

Relations Committee and

its Economic Policy, Trade

and Environment subcom-

mittee. Roth is the chair-

man of the Congressional

Travel and Tourism

Caucus.

Godfather s don believes

in service with a smile
Herman Cain says he

turned the pizza chain

around by providing

service larger competitors

just couldn’t match

By Arlen Boardman
Post-Crescent business editor

Herman Cain, the chief execu-

tive who rescued a failing God-

father’s Pizza in the 1980s, said

Monday that finding the “beam-

ers” was the beginning of the turn-

around.

“Bad moods, stay at home," said

Herman Cain, also chairman and
one of the corporate owners of the

23-year-old pizza chain, of his

surly employees.

Why? Because his business is

selling more than good pizza; it’s

selling good feelings, too.

Cain opened the Monday ses-

sion of the three-day Governor’s

Conference on Tourism at the

Paper Valley Hotel and Conference
Center.

He told how he accepted in 1986
the challenge of what was consid-
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Little Chute

cagers look to

change their

fortunes in the

tournament.

Investment ex-

perts say plant

the seeds early

for a profitable

future.
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8 and 9 a.m. as a command post and
coordination site for representatives

of various state and private agencies

working on aspects of the Weyauwe-
ga incident.

The center in the DEG offices at

the state Department of Military Af-

fairs headquarters was the scene of

activity involving from about a dozen
to 20 or 30 people at various times

during the day, Sommers said.

Sommers said the center is acti-

vated only in emergencies requiring

close coordination of numerous state

agencies.

He said the Department of Indus-

try, Labor and Human Relations, De-

partment of Natural Resources, De-

partment of Health and Social

Services, Department of Agriculture,

Trade and Consumer Protection. Na-

tional Guard, State Patrol and De-

partment of Transportation and the

Red Cross were among agencies in-

volved in the effort.

The only active duty National

Guard personnel directly involved in

activities at the scene were the crews

of two helicopters used to fly officials

to the scene and to conduct aerial

surveys.

The emergency government agen-

cy had representatives both at the

center here and on the scene.

An agriculture official at the center

spoke with Weyauwega area farm-

The previous emergency also in-

volved a railroad accident, said state

Division of Emergency Government
spokesman Larry Sommers. A tank

car slipped off the tracks and into the

Nemadji River near Superior in June

1992, releasing a toxic chemical

cloud and requiring the evacuation

of residents from a large surround-

ing area.

“That is the only thing in recent

memory that would be comparable

in size and extent” to the Weyauwe-
ga emergency, he said, after ques-

tioning state officials gathered in his

agency’s Emergency Operations

Center here.

The center was activated between

ers who called to ask about pro-

tecting cattle from airborne chemi-
cals. The official also gathered and
shared information about agricultur-

al chemicals stored near the derail-

ment scene that might produce toxic

fumes if they burned.

A health and social services offi-

cial tracked the evacuation of nurs-

ing home residents to assure they

were properly transferred to a home
in Waupaca.

“There’s just an awful lot of coor-

dination that needs to be done. The
division routinely conducts drills to

practice responses to various types

of emergencies, he said. “We prac-

tice this kind of thing.”

Local hazardous materials teams

are under the agency’s jurisdiction.

The more common types of events

the division deals with are tornado

and other wind storm emergencies

in the summer and floods in spring

and fall, usually involving fewer

agencies and less extensive evacua-

tion of residents.

The division also collects facts

used as the basis for declarations of

emergencies and for seeking federal

emergency financial assistance for

residents and local governments.

The agency was in touch by phone
with Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency officials in the Chicago

regional office.

I The Division of

Emergency
Government practices
its responses to

different emergencies

By Cliff Miller

Post-Crescent Madison Bureau

MADISON - The state agency
that coordinates government re-

sponse to major emergencies has

handled only one other event in re-

cent years that compares to Mon-
day’s Weyauwega railroad tank car

explosion, a spokesman said.

I The utilities will have
to work together after

the danger is over to

return service to

Weyauwega

From A-

1

Harley Hellerud, school district

business manager, said the district

provided lunches for evacuees and

helped some find shelter. School

board President Rose Lund worked
at the center most of the day.

Jan Hewitt, a registered nurse em-
ployed by Waupaca County, arrived

at the center around 8:30 a.m. “The
school district did an absolutely ex-

cellent job,” Hewitt said.

Hewitt was upset that emergency
personnel did not keep evacuees in-

formed about the progress being tak-

en to meet the disaster.

“There was no official word to tell

these people. There was a need for a

lot more information,” she said.

Hewitt said 30 residents of the

Weyauwega Health Care Center

were taken to Riverside Medical

Center while the remainder of the

residents were taken to Bethany

Nursing Home and Crystal River

Nursing and Group Home in Waupa-
ca and the Manawa Nursing Home.
She said 1 00 residents of Lakeview

Manor - and the facility’s entire

medical staf - were taken to Wau-
paca County Industries in Manawa.

She said none of the elderly eva-

cuees required emergency medical

care, but some were hospitalized be-

cause of existing conditions.

Fewer than 10 evacuees spent the

night at the Hendrickson shelter,

Red Cross officials said, after Wau-
paca residents offered their homes to

most of the 40 evacuees who had

signed up for a night’s lodging. One
Red Cross official said meals were

served to more than 50 evacuees.

Some evacuees sought refuge as

far away as Appleton. The Roadstar

Inn hosted two families and one dog

while the Holiday Inn rented eight

rooms to evacuees.

None of the rooms in either hotel

was paid for by the Wisconsin Cen-

tral Ltd. The railroad company had

informed motels in Waupaca and

New London that it would pay for

the evacuees’ rooms, one evacuee

said.

Robert Dunbar, 204 Lakeshore

Drive, Weyauwega, said had just

awakened when "I heard the first car

go up with a sort of ‘poom’ noise.

“It wasn’t loud. It sounded like a

big. dull boom," he said. “1 figured it

had to be down by the railroad cross-

ing. There are 20 trains a day that go

through here. I knew it was a matter

of time before something happened

at that crossing," Dunbar said.

Gerald Buckholt, 613 Third St.,

Weyauwega, had Monday off and he

was in no hurry to get out of bed.

The Buckholts live just south of

the railroad tracks and his wife was
up and heard what she thought was
just a train braking - something
people who live along highly trav-

eled tracks grow accustomed to.

They felt nothing and heard noth-

ing unusual but the sudden reddish

glow first made them think that a

neighbor’s house might be on fire.

They soon learned that a railcar

filled with propane had burst send-

ing a fireball 300 to 500 feet into the

sky which was visible many miles

away.

A few hours later, the Buckholts

were ordered from their home.

The Buckholts first went to Wau-
paca to seek shelter, but many of the

available rooms in Waupaca less

than 10 miles away were occupied as

the Waupaca Foundry had retained a

large block of rooms to house people

being trained for the new plant open-

ing in Indiana.

The Buckholts, their son and

grandson would spend the night at

the Rainbow motel in New London.

“He,” Gerald Buckholt said, point-

ing to his grandson, “was worried

about how he would deliver his pa-

pers today. I helped him on his Post-

Crescent route yesterday. I guess no-

body is home to read the paper.”

Post-Crescent staff writers Roger

Pitt, Kathy Walsh Nufer and Dan
Wilson contributed to this story.

By Don Castonia
Post Crescent staff writer

Natural gas and electric utility

crews were still waiting word today

for approval to re-enter Weyauwega
to restore those services. They were
awaiting the results of a helicopter

survey of the community that would

determine the status of fires around

the crashed Wisconsin Central

freight train.

A spokesman for Wisconsin Gas
Co. said the utility had hoped to have

crews into Weyauwega by 6 p.m.

Monday to start an assessment of

damage there and determine when
natural gas service can be restored to

residents. But the continued danger

of further railcar explosions prevent-

ed crews from entering the city.

Natural gas service was cut off

Monday morning to reduce the dan-

ger of further explosions if buildings

were set on fire.

A spokeswoman for Wisconsin

Electric Power Co. said two 105-foot

towers carrying a 138,000-volt trans-

mission line were blown down by the

initial explosion.

"We don’t know how many cus-

tomers are out and we won’t know
until we can get in there," the

spokeswoman said.

Sue Riordan of Wisconsin Gas in

Milwaukee said a coordinated effort

was needed with Wisconsin Electric

Power to restore services. "We can’t

go in and restart furnaces if there is

no electricity,” she said.

Rick Jedwabny, Wisconsin Gas
manager for the Little Chute district

office, said they had hoped to get in

Monday night to assess what needed
to be done.

Jedwabny said crews would be go-

ing to Weyauwega from a number of

Wisconsin Gas offices.

It’s not just a case of turning the

gas back on and having people start

their furnaces and other gas appli-

ances.

"We have to go in there and physi-

cally shut every meter off, then re-V %/

store the gas pressure, turn the me-
ters back on and restart all of the

appliances,” he said.

Riordan said this process is done
as a safety precaution whenever a

gas main is shut down.

Slightly below normal tempera-

tures are being forecast for the next

several days, which should reduce

the chance for water pipes to freeze

or for other cold related damage to

occur.

Larry I illge. service manager at

Blount Heating & Air Conditioning,

said much depends on how well the

houses are insulated.

He said he had a service call to a

house that was being watched by a

neighbor while the owner was away.

He said the thermostat was set on 50

and the furnace went out at 8 p.m.

Sunday. When he arrived at 7 a.m.

Monday, the temperature in the

house had dropped 10 degrees.

"If it’s a drafty house, it can chill

down fast," he said. A house at 70 de-

grees will lose the first 15 or 20 de-

grees much quicker than the next 10

degrees, he said, "but it all depends
on how well the house is built and
insulated.’’

Post-Crescent photo by Michael Leschisin

OFFICIALS DIRECT TRAFFIC Monday morning around the site of the train derailment
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derailed train cars, 14 of them tank-

ers carrying more than a million

pounds of liquid propane gas, under

pressure.

Four of these were burning Mon-
day afternoon. At 8 p.m. Monday, a

fifth caught fire and at least three of

the five burned into the night.

Donovan said police officers

guarding the perimeter of the evacu-

ation zone saw flames throughout

the night. It is believed the fires were

still burning this morning.

An National Guard helicopter dis-

patched to fly over the scene this

morning returned to its base in Mad-
ison because of instrument problems

and snowy, overcast skies. Another

helicopter was dispatched.

The National Guard is assisting at

the scene under an emergency decla-

ration signed Monday by Gov. Tom-
my Thompson, who flew over the

area. So far the guard is operating

the helicopters and has provided

electrical power to the command
post, at U.S. 10 and State 1 10, south

of the city.

Officials plan to let the fire burn

out before approaching the scene.

“They will not determine the cause

of the incident until it is safe to enter

the area,” said Gary Syvertsen, di-

rector of the Waupaca County

Hazardous Materials Team.
Information officers with the Wis-

consin Division of Emergency Gov-

ernment and the Appleton Fire De-

partment’s HAZMAT team said the

burning tankers are so dangerous no

firefighters will be allowed to ap-

proach until the fire is dead and no

smoke has been seen for 12 hours.

Chief Deputy Robert Andraschko

of the Waupaca County Sheriff’s De-

partment said some city residents at-

tempted to cross police lines during

the night but were turned back. He
said people would be arrested, if nec-

essary.

“They want to get back in their

homes,” he said. "They want to take

care of their pets. They want to re-

sume their lifestyle. Our concern is

their safety.”

charge: 414-867-21?

l"°

FIREMEN AT STATE 110 and Butternut Road, north of Weyauwega. set

In the early minutes of the fire, up an early roadblock after all personnel were moved back from the scene,

however, the danger had not yet

been assessed. Firefighters from

Weyauwega and Waupaca stood 30

feet from the burning tankers while

they poured water on the feed mill at

the Wolf River Country Co-op.

When firefighters approach the

scene again, Syvertsen said, they'll

use monitors to detect the presence

of flammable gas.

It took firefighters and police offi-

cers most of Monday morning to

evacuate the central city and sur-

rounding neighborhoods after the

5:45 a.m. derailment.

While patrol officers cruised the

streets with loudspeakers, telling

residents to evacuate immediately,

other officers and firefighters con-

ducted a door-to-door sweep, tag-

ging the doors'of vacant houses.

State officials arrived at 1 1 a.m. in

a U.S. Army helicopter, just as U.S.

10 was shut down. The helicopter

took off again with HAZMAT offi-

cials aboard.

The helicopter and spotter planes

Hew reconnaissance until nightfall.

Officials could not say whether the

gas in all four flaming tankers was

burning, but a series of fireballs that

reached hundreds of feet in the air

early Monday convinced most resi-

dents that two or more tankers rup-

tured.

“There were no explosions," said

Cheryl Kuhn of the Appleton l ire

Department.

The flaming tankers, equipped

with pressure release valves, could

simply burn out, one firefighter said,

or they could explode.

One emergency worker said a

third possibility indicated in training

films is that pressurized, flaming gas

could turn a breached tanker car into

a destructive missile.

Two derailed cars contained sodi-

um hydroxide, a caustic substance

used by the paper industry,

Officials knew of no cause for the

derailment. The train included 81

cars, 68 carrying loads. Witnesses

saw sparks shooting from the tracks

as dozens of cars left the tracks at

State 110 and County X within the

city limits. Ihe cars crashed into a

shallow ditch and then toppled over.

Judy Nowak, whose home at 305

N. East St. is not far from the crash,

was up at 5:30 a.m. to make coffee.

“I heard what I thought was thun-

der." she said. “The whole sky was
lit up orange, a reddish orange. I

looked out. and there was this bil-

lowing red and black smoke, like a

mushroom. When I opened the door

there was this intense heat, which

surprised me because I didn’t think it

was that close.’’

She said at 7 a.m. a police officer

knocked on her door and told her to

leave the city immediately. Minutes

later, firefighter Paul Buchholz

knocked on her door and said she

had to leave because he was going to

tape it.

Her husband, Darrel, spent the

day driving a bus, ferrying elderly

people out of the city. He told her his

eyes stung in the morning smoke.

Her 17-year-old son, Jared, left for a
%/

friend’s house in the count tv. A cat
1/

was left behind.

“When I was leaving, all the traffic

was leaving. I was able to talk to one

of the deputies,” she said.

“Judy,” he told her, “I know where
you live. You won’t be going home
tonight.”

As the evacuation area was ex-

panded several times throughout the

morning, it became clear no one in

Weyauwega was going home.

Late in the morning, as the evacua-

tion was nearly completed, reporters

and other witnesses saw evidence of

new fire as thick clouds of pitch

black smoke bellowed from the city.

This time, there was nobody there

to feel the heat.

ports of a major BLEVE event. more.” he said.

Nickolas said it appears more At room temperature and pres*

hazardous material is moving bv rail. sure, propane is a gas. When shipped

by rail under compression in tank

“I’m sure there is. Look at the in- cars, it’s a liquid and flammable,

crease of industrial (activity) in the Running said,

area. They call for more and more. It

stands to reason there would be Nickolas makes a habit of check-

has a proven safety track record

Since 1974, when the state Depart-

explosion.” or ment of Transportation began to re-

propane is being 9uire the retrofit of new safety fea-

lS .
tures for all rail tank cars, there have

been derailments that have exposed
But the Wisconsin Propane Gas cars to fire, but the National f ire Pro-

Association of Madison said propane tection Association received no re-

ing a DOT reference book when
stopped in traffic by trains at rati

crossings.

“There’s a lot more (hazardous

material) than what people realize,”

said Nickolas. “Just looking at the

placards (while) sitting and watch-

ing these trains come through.”

From A-1
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ep. Toby Roth’s decision not

to seek re-election to a 10th

term in the 8th U.S.

Congressional District this

year caught party leaders off guard.

“Shock and surprise," said David
Winter, chairman of the 8th District

Republican Party.

“Totally unexpected, but that’s

typical Toby, right?” Winter said.

“He just goes ahead and announces
and surprises everyone."

So how long has Roth been
keeping his secret?

According to E. James Dreyer,

Roth’s campaign chairman, the

Appleton Republican didn’t make a

final decision until Friday.

“We worked on this Friday night,

he and Barb (Roth’s wife) and I,”

Dreyer said. On Saturday they

scheduled Monday’s press

conference.

But what about the report that

Roth was working on details of a

campaign fundraiser as recently as

last week?
“It was kind of like business as

usual until the decision was made,"
is Dreyer’s explanation.

Roth opened his press conference

quoting a passage from

Eccelesiastes: “All things have their

season, and in their times all things

pass under heaven."

After 18 years, he said, “It is the

right time for me to come home.”

Where is home?
“We always think of Appleton as

our home," Roth replied.

We can expect a lot of

speculation about Roth’s potential

successor, Republican and
Democrat, during the next couple

weeks. But don’t expect party

officials to say who they want to see

on the ballot yet.

“You won’t hear a position from
any Republican official until the

smoke clears," said Winter.

THE BEST, THE WORST: The
best and the worst, that’s what
state legislators and Madison lob-

byists say the Fox Valley has sent

to Madison to represent them.

The “Madison" magazine recent-

ly published results of a poll of leg-

islators and 300 lobbyists rating

legislators in 25 categories.

Senate Majority Leader Mike El-

lis of Neenah and Assembly
Speaker Dave Prosser of Appleton
fared well.

Rep. Bill Lorge of Bear Creek
didn’t.

Ellis took top honors in the

“best" categories of overall most
effective, old pro “with good reas-

on,” best “fixer" or most influen-

tial, best orator (tied) and runner-

up in human dynamo and finesse

player.

Prosser fared equally well, tak-

ing top honors in the “best" catego-

ries of hardest worker, smartest,

man of principal, best orator (tied

with Ellis) and runner-up in best

"fixer" and in overall most ef-

fective.

I .urge’s “top" honors came in

“worst" categories. Four of them.

He scored runner-up in two

more “worsts."

Lorge came out “on top" in ove-

rall least effective legislator,

AWOL from committee and floor

sessions, least trustworthy and “in

it for the money."

He was runner-up in most outra-

geous (along with Ellis) and “law-

maker who just takes up space."

Lorge did not return telephone

calls for comment on the article.

Ellis did.

“I was very flattered. It was nice,

I have to admit," Ellis said.

The ratings were done by “those

people who are there day in and
day out who have to work with the

legislators," Ellis said. “They all

cross your tracks at some point."

Rep. Mark Green, R-Green Bay,

was rated a “rising star." He now is

considering a run for Roth’s seat.

Other area legislators men-
tioned: Rep. Judy Klusman, R-Lar-

sen, runner-up in three “worst"

categories, as was Sen. Alan La-

see, R-De Pere; Rep. Bill Vander
Loop, D-Kaukauna, runner-up in

two “worsts".

Sen. Bob Welch, R-Redgranite,

came out with a split personality:

three “best" runner-ups and three

"worst" runner-ups.

Judy Williams’ column appears
hereon Tuesdays.
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I The Appleton congressman’s departure doesn’t
hint of the dismay expressed by other retiring

lawmakers

By Bob Vitale

Post-Crescent Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON - Rep. Jack

Fields, R-Texas, is a 43-year-old

who wants to spend more time with

his young family.

Rep. John Myers, R-Ind., is a 68-

year-old who’s tired of partisan ran-

cor and his colleagues’ unwilling-

ness to compromise.

Sen. Paul Simon, D-Ill., is tired of

the constant chase for campaign

contributions, and Rep. Gerry
Studds, D-Mass., doesn’t much like

life in the congressional minority.

Although lawmakers by the doz-

en have announced plans to retire

from Congress at the end of their

current terms, their reasons for do-

ing so have been relatively few.

Some are simply too old to keep

up with the demands of public of-

fice, while some are too young to

want to. Some don’t like today’s po-

litical climate, while some are

getting out before voters do the job

for them.

Rep. Toby Roth, however, cited

no reason Monday for his own sur-

prise exit after 18 years in the

House, and analysts and fellow law-

makers were at a loss to place the

Appleton Republican in any current

category.

“Who knows?” said Rep. Tom
Petri, a Fond du Lac Republican, af-

ter listing and discounting several

possibilities.

At 57, Roth is far from retirement

age, but his three children are

grown.

He faced no serious challenge

this election year, but he had plenty

of money on hand to fend one off.

He proclaimed himself in good
health.

“There are people who have just

been there a long time,” said John
Coleman, a political science profes-

sor at the University of Wisconsin-

Madison. “It just may be there are

people who decide they don’t want

to be in Congress anymore.

Since Republicans took control of

Congress last year with an ambi-

tious and controversial legislative

agenda, a number of senior law-

makers have bemoaned the excess-

ive partisanship now steering de-

bate.

Count that out as a reason for

Roth’s departure, though. He
seemed to thrive on it.

During a bitter week of House

Banking Committee hearings last

summer on the first family’s finan-

Please see ROTH, B-6
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Railroad

mainline

affected
Wisconsin Central

scrambles to reroute its

traffic after Monday’s
derailment

Gregory S. Johnson
Journal of Commerce

Monday’s propane tank car

derailment and fire at Weyauwega
could shut down the Minneapolis-

Chicago mainline of Wisconsin
Central Ltd., the largest regional

railroad in North America, for at

least a week.

The mainline is used by 20
Wisconsin Central trains a day, 10

in each direc-

tion, said Bob
Jones, a Wis-

consin Central

spokesman in

Rosemont, 111.

The carrier

already is

rerouting
trains over its

other lines in Wisconsin.

While the railroad declined to

say what effect the accident would
have on its operations, observers

said it could delay shipments for

hours or even days.

“We’re glad we have extra cars

of chlorine, sulfur and ammonia
on hand on our storage tracks,"

said Patricia Reif, assistant traffic

manager at Badger Paper Mills

Inc. in Peshtigo.

The accident poses a grave risk

for emergency personnel

Firefighters have no .choice but

to allow any leaked propane gas to

burn because spraying water on it

will cause the blazes to expand,

WEYAUWEGA

Post-Crescent photo by Steve Apps

DOROTHY DUNBAR of Weyauwega rests her head on a table at the George Hendrickson

Center in Waupaca Monday afternoon. Dunbar spent most of her day at the center before sup-

SEE DERAILMENT, B-5 port groups found a place for her for the night.

Fellow milk producers aid vacated Weyauwega firm
pany.

Now (he Hollandtown compa-
ny is one of several in the area

By Doug Erickson
Post-Crescent staff writer

When Dick Firing, president of

White Clover Daily, heard about

the train derailment Monday in

Weyauwega, he immediately
picked up the phone to see how
he could help a fellow daily corn-

taking in surplus fresh milk from
Weyauwega Milk Products,
which had to vacate its cheese

plant due to the nearby accident.

“You have to have a place to

take the milk,” Eiting said. “It’s

an extremely difficult situation.”

White Clover took in about

50, ()()() pounds of milk, or one
tanker truckload, from Weyau-
wega Milk Products Monday and
was waiting to hear this morning
if they needed more help.

The bulk of Weyauwega’s milk

apparently was absorbed by
Foremost Farms USA. a large da-

ily cooperative that packages

fluid milk and makes cheese and

butter, among other products. It

accepted more than a million

pounds of milk, or about 21

truckloads, said Joan Behr, a

spokesperson at the company’s

Baraboo headquarters.

Please see MILK, B-5

Smart
parents

let their

kids fail
A psychiatrist and

author says “you can
only learn important
stuff in two ways -

experience
and example”

By Kathy Walsh Nufer
Post-Cresceni staff writer

KIMBERLY - Raising kids is not

that hard, Dr. Foster Cline told a

crowd of nearly 600 at Liberty Hall

Monday night. Parents just make it

hard when they don’t have the right

philosophy and don’t use effective

tools and techniques.

Speaking as part of an Appleton

Catholic Education System and Xa-

vier High School parenting out-

reach series, the internationally

known author and child psychia-

trist from Denver reminded his au-

dience of a few basic child-rearing

principles, most notably avoiding

being a “fix-it" parent.

The first error parents make is as-

suming it is their job to raise re-

sponsible, motivated, high-achiev-

ing kids, he said.

Thus, the first rule of parenting

according to Cline is to "provide an

environment where kids can best

become that way. You have to run a

home in such a way that everyone

has a right to become high-achiev-

ing, motivated, super kids."

Parents with problems go
through life repeating the question

“Now what am I going to do?" when
kid crises strike, he said, when they

should be asking their children

“What are you going to do?"

“What I’m telling you goes
against the gestalt of the United

States," observed Cline, who li-

kened much of what the U.S. gov-

ernment does to its citizens to poor

parenting.

American attitudes are such that

the phrase “How well you do is up
to you has been massively lost in

the United States," he said. Instead,

we have created an environment
where everyone else is to blame.

Cline stressed that things like re-

sponsibility, motivation and
achievement cannot be taught.

“Responsibility never comes from
what 's said, it comes from the way a

home operates, he explained, and

Please see HOME, R 5
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A MINOR PARKING LOT accident Monday afternoon caused an
unoccupied truck to roll into the Fox River near River and Washington
streets in Menasha. James Buksyk, an American National Can employ-

ee. was looking for a parking stall when his 1985 Ford Bronco slid on

the ice and struck a 1984 GMC owned by Richard Krueger of Bear

Creek. Krueger's vehicle was pushed back and rolled into the river.

Clerk resigns

in fund probe
%

By Dan Wilson
Post Crescent staff writer

WAl i ( )MA I lie Waushara
County clerk of courts resigned ef-

fective Monday while state authori-

ties investigate a possible misuse of

funds in her office.

Peggy Klimke, 49, turned in her

resignation to Waushara County
Circuit Judge Lew Murach. Her let-

ter stated she was resigning for

“personal reasons” and referred

any questions to her attorney, Wil-

liam Wilde of Oshkosh.

Wilde was unavailable for com-
ment.

Dist. Atty. Guy I Hitcher said the

Division of Criminal Investigation

of the state Department of Justice is

reviewing a probe into the handling

of funds in Klimke’s office.

The results of this investigation

are in t he process of being compiled

Please see CLERK, B-6
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Witness cautions against hurryinghome inWeyauwega
From A-1

the car back on the tracks and pull it

out of town.”

The explosion of propane vapors,

known to firefighters as a BLEVE
(boiling liquid expanding vapor ex-

plosion), tore the tank car to shreds,

-killing 14 rescue workers, including

jWaverly’s police and fire chiefs,

» “Major pieces of the tank car flew

’everywhere and severed things hun-

dreds of yards away,” McCoy said.

“The situation was so bad that pieces

of the tank car fell and broke our wa-

ter mains so we didn’t have any fire

protection at all.”

“It looks like the situation in

Weyauwega is worse. It would be lu-

dicrous to let anyone back into that

, situation."

Emergency personnel at Weyau-

wega are all too familiar with the

Waverly disater and the 1967 explo-

, sion of four derailed propane tank

cars in Crescent City, 111. The latter

blast destroyed the city’s business

district and resulted in 66 injuries.

Assistant Fire Chief Jim Thiel of

Appleton, who is in charge of the

Northeast Wisconsin Hazardous

Materials Response Team, said au-

thorities in Weyauwega will wait un-

“We do not have the

capabit ity ofputting

this thing out. Ifwe
put the fire out, we
hare atl the gas
vapors from the

propane in the area
and then we're

definitely gotng to

have the likelihood of
an explosion.

”

JIM THIEL, in charge of the Northeast

Wisconsin Hazardous Materials

Response Team

til it is absolutely safe before sending

anyone to investigate.

More than 1,700 Weyauwega resi-

dents remain evacuated from their

homes. Gov. Tommy Thompson,
touring the site today, said it could be

up to five days before the fire burns

out.

“It’s more serious than we origi-

nally thought,” Thompson said.

Lt. Col. Tim Donovan of the Wis-

consin National Guard said this

morning “virtually nothing has

changed” at the accident site. He
said five to seven tankers are still

burning.

“I don’t want to sugarcoat this,”

Thompson said. “There’s no chance

the residents can return in the fore-

seeable future.”

After meeting with emergency
management officials, Thompson
concluded that the danger is far from
over. “It’s probably more dangerous

today than last night, and more dan-

gerous than when the accidents

happened,” he said.

Thompson said officials told him a

BLEVE could kill everyone within

800 feet of an explosion. He said he

asked about applying foam to extin-

guish the blaze.

“I couldn’t understand how we put

fires out in the Middle East, but we
can’t do it in Weyauwega,” he said.

He added that the gas in the derailed

cars could percolate through the

foam and explode.

On Tuesday, Thiel said patience

would be the guideline.

“We do not have the capability of

putting this thing out,” he said. “Ifwe
put the fire out, we have all the gas

vapors from the propane in the area

and then we’re definitely going to

have the likelihood of an explosion.”

Thiel said that once smoke is no
longer visible, authorities will wait at

least 12 hours - and until daylight

- before sending in crews to deter-

mine if propane gas continues to

Left-behind dairy cows in danger on the farm

;

From A-1

'

to stay behind and suffer,” said the
,J

64-year-old Niemuth.

*,* Now, three days later, Niemuth
k

understands the danger posed by the

incident and accepts the actions of

emergency government officials to

keep him and others away from that

“danger.

n ,
But he is concerned about the

.
,

well-being of his cows.

“We got to get in within 72 hours

\ or they are lost,” he said. “I don’t

know what’s going to happen.”

Niemuth is one of several farms in

* the so-called “hot zone” within a

*! two-mile radius of the accident.

Bill Jonely, whose farm buildings

are within the two-mile limit, said he,

too, is concerned with the situation,

“but we have 180-some cows to milk

and another 50 to feed and take care

Tof"
Jonely said his cows are milked

three times a day so he has refused

* to evacute.

He said that so far police have “left

*us alone.”

*
“They’ve come back three times

and told us we should leave, but we
say no and they say OK,” Jonely

said. “If we abandoned our cows for

too long we would have a loss of pro-

duction and we could ruin them for

life.

“This is our livelihood."

Jonely, who said he is one of six or

seven dairy farmers in the area af-

fected by the evacuation, said he has

experienced no problems shipping

his milk to the Galloway Co. in Nee-

nah.

“We’ve stayed so far, but I suppose

if something happened and we were
worried about toxic fumes we would

have to re-evalute the situation," he

said.

Niemuth doesn’t have the luxury

of refusing to abide by the evacua-

tion order.

Although his cows have not been

milked since Monday, they received

feed for the first time on Tuesday af-

ter Niemuth and a hired hand were
allowed, unauthorized, to pass a

checkpoint.

Niemuth spent one hour feeding

his cows before retreating to safety.

“They told him to do it and get

out,” said Niemuth’s brother, Bob.

Report blasts China

on human rights record
A State Department

study will likely create
more trade tensions

WASHINGTON (AP) - The State

Department accused China today of

engaging in “widespread and well-

documented human rights abuses,”

including arbitrary detention, forced

confessions and torture.

The highly critical report is certain

to touch off renewed debate in Con-

gress about the administration’s pol-

icy of maintaining normal trade and

economic ties with China.

The 42-page review of the rights

situation in China is part of the State

Department’s annual report on hu-

man rights conditions.

It was released as a top Chinese of-

ficial, Liu-hua Qiu, was to arrive for

talks with Secretary of State Warren

Christopher, National Security ad-

viser Anthony Lake and other offi-

cials.

The report said the rights prob-

lems in China stem from the intoler-

ance of dissent and the inadequacy

of legal safeguards for basic free-

doms.

“Abuses included arbitrary and
lengthy incommunicado detention,

forced confession, torture, and mis-

treatment of prisoners,” the report

said.

“Prison conditions remained

harsh. The government continued

severe restrictions on freedom of

speech, the press, assembly, associa-

tion, religion, privacy, movement
and worker rights.”

It said the frequency of prisoner

executions is such that these inmates

are among the primary sources of or-

gans for transplant. The Chinese me-
dia reported 1,100 death sentences

in China last year, but the State De-

partment report said the actual

number was probably much higher.

Mike Jedrzejczyk, who follows the

rights situation in China for Human
Rights Watch-Asia, called the admin-

istration’s policy of engagement with

Beijing “a total disaster.”

We’re celebrating our

25th Anniversary,
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Niemuth stands to lose 1,000 gal-

lons of milk stored in a bulk tank on

the farm. Although the milk is in a

refrigerated system, it will only last a

few days, Bob Niemuth said.

He said neighbors have offered to

help milk the cows or bring in

trailers to evacuate the cows, but

emergency government officials re-

jected that plan.

Greg Blonde, Waupaca County ag-

ricultural agent, said he spent most
of Tuesday afternoon with Gordon
Niemuth.

“This morning, he was not allowed

in to his farm officially, but con-

vinced people at a checkpoint to let

him in,” Blonde said.

Blonde said officials at the incident

command center found out about

Niemuth’s efforts and told him “that

will not be the case” today.

Blonde said his office has stayed in

touch with the state veterinarian’s

office and Niemuth’s local vet.

“Most of the milk in those cows’

udders will begin to be re-absorded,

signaling their bodies to stop produc-

ing milk, drying them up and ending

their lactation period," he said.

Blonde said that without being

able to clean manure from the bam
“there is a high risk of udder infec-

tion and bacteria moving in.”

But, he said, a state veterinarian

feels the cows’ defense mechanisms
would serve as a natural barrier to

infection, at least temporarily.

“He (Niemuth) is caught in a very

difficult situation,” Blonde said. “It’s

a difficult and terrible dilemma to

choose between your own safety and

the well-being of your animals. But

that choice is not open to Gordy.”

Blonde said Niemuth has 48-72

hours after the last milking to milk

his herd.

“After that, there is not much
chance of bringing them back into

production,” Blonde said. “He may
end up having to ship a number of

animals for slaughter.”

Blonde said the cows have access

to food and water. As soon as the

Niemuth farm is deemed safe, Nie-

muth and a veterinarian will do
whatever they can to save the cows.

“Gordy does not disagree with the

emergency response or to fight it,”

said Blonde. “It’s just a very difficult

situation where human life and dan-

ger to human life has to take prece-

dence.”

The Fox Valley Literacy Coalition
challengesyou tojoin the fun andlaughter
at the first annual Corporate SpellingBee.

Form a team ofyour company 9
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When:
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Lawrence University Memorial Union—
Riverview Lounge— west of Lawe Street
overlooking the river.

March 21, 1996
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leak from the unbumed tank cars.

Thompson said two Hazmat teams

will enter the area, known as the “red

zone.” The first team will monitor

gas vapors, and the second team will

examine the wreckage.

Thiel said one difficulty is deter-

mining how many tank cars are

burning. He said at least three pro-

pane-filled cars appear to be buried

under the wreckage of other cars.

Four cars have burned out their

propane supply, Thiel said.

Thiel said authorities must deter-

mine if all seven visible cars are

burning or if flames shooting from

some cars are going onto other cars.

Flames hitting an undamaged car

could present the greatest danger of

a BLEVE, said David McFadden,

coordinator of the fire sciences at

Fox Valley Technical College.

McFadden traveled through Wa-

verly three days after the 1978 explo-

sion.

“Debris was strewn all over the

place. ... I was amazed at the destruc-

tion,” McFadden said.

McFadden said a BLEVE occurs

when the shell of a tanker is weak-

ened to the point it splits.

He said propane vapors in a par-

tially-emptied tanker build up enour-

mous pressure. A flame hitting that

portion of the tanker holding only

propane vapors and not liquid can

dangerously weaken the steel walls

within 10 minutes.

“All the propane literally ignites at

once,” he said. “Pieces of the tank

can fly in any direction. Some have

flown up to 2,700 feet. That’s why
people in Weyauwega have been

moved back so far.”

McFadden and local Fox Valley

fire officials said emergency person-

nel at Weyauwega are doing the

right thing in moving slowly.

Assistant Fire Chief Richard Re-

lien of Neenah said firefighters refer

to a BLEVE as a “blast leveling ev-

erything very effectively.”

“They are very lucky in Weyauwe-
ga that they haven’t had a BLEVE
yet,” Relien said.

He said propane tanks have been

known to travel close to a mile after a

BLEVE. “In this day and age, and

with these products, the best option

sometimes is to do nothing,” he said.

Town of Menasha Fire Chief Don-
ald Cox, who teaches at the National

Fire Academy in Emmitsburg, Md.,

said people should understand that

although numerous agencies are in-

volved in Weyauwega, “one person

is ultimately responsible and that is

the incident commander.”
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CAN THAT NEW LASER SURGERY
REALLY CORRECT MY VISION?

First there was RK. then ALK. Now all the talk is about the new
Excimer Laser. You’ve heard the claims and wondered ... How

much does corrective eye surgery* cost?...

Does it hurt?... Will it workfor me?

Dr. ( icrald Clarke and Dr. Stephen
Merfeld at Ophthalmic Surgery of

Wisconsin have performed more
successful corrective eye surgeries

than anyone in Northeast Wisconsin
... more than ten years worth! So

4

when vou want information about
4

the many options now being offered,

including laser surgery, call Holly. She’ll

send you a complimentary video and tell you
about FREE upcoming seminars that will help you decide if you’re

a good candidate for corrective vision surgery*.

Dr. Gerald P. Clarke, MD. and
Dr. Stephen J. Merfeld, MD.

1 -800 -261-6830
509 S. Washburn St.. Oshkosh, Wl

(located on the frontage

road at 9th Ave.)

Ophthalmic Surgery of Wisconsin, Ltd.
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There is

no place

like home

I
t was just a few weeks ago that

my dad and I sat impatiently

waiting for trains going in

opposite directions to clear the

crossing at Weyauwega.

I wasn’t in a good mood. My car

had fallen victim to the record cold

spell and I had spent a second

straight Saturday marooned inside

my home.
My dad, a 30-year veteran of over-

the-road truck driving, has a natural

disdain for anything that runs on
rails and not on the road.

Wisconsin Central Ltd. runs 20

trains a day over this track, 10

running in each direction. These get

to be long trains, especially when
one is stopped and stretches perhaps

over a mile of track while the other

travels at a slow speed across State

110 .

Neither of us thought about a

derailment that day. 1 did think about

the trains colliding because of a

missed switch or maybe the train on
the siding was too long and extended

into the main line.

Thoughts of that day surfaced

many times Monday.

It begins about 6 a.m. with a phone
call telling us about an explosion and
fire in Weyauwega. Adrenalin and
the instinct of my 32 years with the

newspaper take command. We send
two reporters and a photographer to

the scene.

Where? What? How bad is it?

Like the number of people

responding to the emergency, the

number of people at The Post-

Crescent involved in this story

grows.

We need maps, graphics, photos,

more writers, rewrite people. We
need to gather information and tell

the story the best we can in the 4‘/2

hours to deadline.

Thoughts of that day at the

crossing flash through my mind as

we diagram the layout of the tracks,

the roads, the businesses.

County X. I drive it twice a day to

get to work and home again.

Home. Oh, did anybody lose their

home? Did anybody get killed? Did

anybody get injured? No. No. No.

Thank God.

Report after report expands the

area of the safety zone. At first it’s a

few blocks. That’s where Fred had
his ice cream shop and you could get

those double dip maple nut or his

special New Yorker cones.

The city is evacuated and the

perimeter is expanded nearly to the

area of my home several miles

northeast of Weyauwega.

My associates at work say I can

stay at their homes.

o, I need to be home. It’s my
sanctuary, my security blanket.

We finish Monday’s paper. Two
stories, several photos, a diagram

of the scene. A great aerial photo.

It’s true: a photo is worth 1,000

words, 1 0,000 words. This one is

probably worth millions.

Monday is normally a single

edition day, meaning we put out

one paper for the entire circulation

area, but on this day we have a

second edition. We update our front

page stories and add another.

All morning I am jotting down
story ideas forTuesday’spaper.

Among those at the top or the list is

home. Where will the people of

Weyauwega spend the night? The
next few days?

Would I get home?

A neighbor calls. A barricade has

been put up on the town road

across from my home, she tells me.

I finish at the office about 3 p.m.,

1 3 Vl hours after getting there. I stop

at my favorite restaurant - my
second office - and make several

calls to reporters and to the office.

Now it’s 5 p.m. and I finally head

home. As I turn onto the county

road off State 54 leading to my
house I realize Dorothy was right:

“There is no place like home.”

It is where things are familiar. It

is the essence of you. It is your

dreams. It is the one place where

you feel safe.

The residents of Weyauwega
have had that taken from them.

They can’t get home soon enough.

Roger Pitt has
.

lived, fin ' the

Weyauwega area
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JIM THIEL, Appleton assistant fire chief and director of a in Weyauwega Tuesday afternoon. At top, several media

14-county hazardous materials team, fields questions dur- vans, complete with satellite dishes, surround the office

ing a press conference at the Acres of America realty office after making it their headquarters.

Bedlam replaces business as usual
By Ed Culhane
Post-Crescent staff writer DISASTER
Weyauwega

p on Windmill Hill, in the tiny office

building called Acres of America, the

phones had been ringing non-stop for

two days.

The calls are urgent. Realtor Steven

Loehrke picked up one of his three

lines. It was ABC News in Chicago.

“Hello, this is Steve. Yeah, hold on a sec-

ond,” he said, reaching for the stack of press

releases on his desk.

A few feet away, Realtor Judy Nowak was
faxing press releases to some distant city. It

could be Milwaukee or Minneapolis or

Washington D.C. It’s hard to keep track.

This once quiet real estate office, sitting by
itself atop a windswept hill along U.S. 10, is

now the busiest media outpost in the

Midwest, possibly the country, and it is being

managed not by media professionals, but by
two real estate agents and a well driller.

They’ve been getting a crash course in

breaking news.

“It’s exciting,” said Loehrke. “It’s interest-

ing to see how the press works.

Two miles away six tanker cars containing

hundreds of thousands of pounds of liquid

propane were burning out of control Tuesday
afternoon, like broken torches, piled in a jan-

gled mass of broken train wreckage a few
blocks from downtown Weyauwega. At any
moment they could explode, killing any living

thing within 700 feet, shattering glass and
collapsing walls in a circle of destruction that

would expand for up to two miles in every

direction.

The entire city and much of the surround-

ing country has been evacuated. It’s a big

WEYAUWEGA

JUDY
NOWAK and
Neal Loehrke

listen for the

latest news
reports on
the radio.
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story, and as it unfolded Monday morning,

reporters descended on the area from all

points of the compass.

At the command post set up by emergency
government officials just south of the city, the

need for a press headquarters was becoming
critical. Waupaca County Clerk Mary Robbins

called Loehrke around 10:30 a.m. and asked

if they could use his building. He said sure.

Acres of America, just over two miles from

Weyauwega, is inside the area cordoned off

by law enforcement officials.

“I was under the impression they would
have someone here so there would be some-
one to answer reporters’ questions,” Loehrke

said. “But they forgot to send someone to talk

to them. I never saw anyone after that except

reporters.”

Soon the office filled with reporters from

newspapers, television stations and wire ser-

vices. Media gear was piled up everywhere.

Outside, broadcast trucks with satellite dishes

and long-necked antennae were powering up.

But the emergency government officials

who had directed reporters away from the

command post were absent, and as two hours

slowly passed, tempers became frayed.

“The reporters were getting more frustrat-

ed all the time,” Loehrke said. “They began

asking, ‘Are we in the right place?’
”

Finally, two public information officers and
a hazardous materials official appeared and a

conference was hastily assembled. Under the

;lare of television lights, the official read a

ive-paragraph press release that contained

precious little information that everyone

didn’t already know.

Reporters pelted the officials with ques-

tions, but to their amazement, the officials

refused to take them. They did agree to

return in three hours for a 4 p.m. conference.

The reporters dispersed, looking elsewhere

for leads.

‘That first press conference was a joke,”

Loehrke said, catching on to one of the tough
realities of the news business.

The 4 p.m. conference was nearly as

worthless as the first. When the emergency
government officials left, they said they’d be

back for an 8 p.m. news conference. Only
they never sought permission from Loehrke,

who sat there balancing amusement and dis-

belief.

“That was kind of a surprise,” he said.

Government officials would later apolo-

gize. That afternoon, Loehrke and Nowak,
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Pets held

hostage in

disaster
Frustrated owners aren’t

permitted to retrieve them

By Dan Wilson
Post-Crescent staff, writer

WEYAUWEGA - Somewhere in

Weyauwega, Susie, Magnum,
Lady, Angel, and Samantha and

hundreds of other creatures are

peering out of windows looking

for their families to return.

Meanwhile, their human friends

are growing more concerned
about the welfare of the pets they

left behind in a hurry, many with-

out much food or water.

“I left a dog, a cat and a gold-

fish,” said June Gorchels, 612 E.

Wisconsin St.

Debbie Lewis of the Fox Valley

Humane Association said animals

can cope pretty well for a few
days.

“Dogs and cats can weather it. It

is much easier for them than it is

for a bird or a fish,” she said.

However, a greater danger may
be people taking desperate mea-
sures to retrieve their animals.

Sources told The Post-Crescent

that at least one couple entered the

city under cover of darkness

Monday night and retrieved a

puppy from their home.
Lewis is seeking permission

from authorities to mount a pet

rescue operation, which would
allow a person who specializes in

such retrievals to go to Weyau-
wega and bring out the pets.

The expert, said Lewis, works
with the American Humane
Association in Denver “and he is

certified with the Red Cross and
FEMA (Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency) and the Humane
Society will fly him in from Denver
at their own expense. He has done
this before and specializes in

emergency animal relief efforts.”

Chief Deputy Robert And-
raschko of the Waupaca County
Sheriff’s Department said Tuesday
that no one will be allowed into the

city to rescue pets.

“There would be too much dan-

ger to human responders,” he said.

Andraschko said there have
been no arrests made of several

residents authorities caught

attempting to enter the city.

Gorchels, like everyone, as-

sumed when the evacuation order

came that it would only be for a

few hours, and preparing Lady
and Angel for a siege of several

days was not uppermost in her

mind.

Lady is her husky-Labrador
mix.

“She is definitely part of the

family and she goes everywhere
with us,” said Gorchels. “She
always has food and water but

when we left the bowl may not

have been full. She should be all

right. But you hear so many stories

on how long we will be gone.”

Gorchels paused to think.

“My poor basement. She will do
it in the basement.”

As for her cat Angel, “she is

probably worse off because I don’t

think I left her any food.”

Keith Buttles, E5694 S.

Lakeshore Drive, misses his pet a

flying squirrel that has made a

home in his attic.

“Woody lives in the attic and he
only comes out at night. He comes
right up so I can pet him.”

Buttles is afraid Woody might
not be able to fend for himself

after being part of the family for so

long.

“And if I don’t feed him his nuts

and sunflower seeds he will

starve,” said Buttles.

Post-Crescent staff writer Steve

Wideman contributed to this story.

Appleton mayor names former rival to Plan Commission
De Broux says the

Grant appointment
comes without strings

By James Meyer
Po9t-Crescent staff writer

Barbara Grant, one of Mayor
Richard De Broux’s rivals in the

Feb. 6 mayoral primary, has been

nominated by De Broux for a seat

on the Plan Commission.

De Broux said his nomination is

based on Grant’s background and
ability and,doesn’t necessarily

mean Grant will endorse his re-

election bid against Aid. Timothy

Hanna.

“Nothing was said about ‘will you
endorse me?’ or anything like that,”

De Broux said.

Grant also denied that the pen-

ding appointment automatically
means an endorsement will follow,

although she didn’t rule out the

possibility.

“I haven’t decided to make an en-

dorsement or not,” she said.

Downplaying the political impli-

cations of her nomination, Grant
said being on the Plan Commission
would play to her abilities.

A former alderman and current

manager of the Winnebago County
Materials Recovery Facility, Grant
said she has “always been

interested in

planning and

planning
issues. This is

an interesting

appointment
to me, irres-

pect i ve of
mayoral poli-

tics.”

The Plan
Commission

seat Grant has been nominated for

was vacated by the recent resigna-

tion of Commissioner Shirley Con-

nor. Connor’s term expires in 1999.

De Broux’s nomination of Grant
- « M H

Grant

proval tonight.

De Broux said his choice of Grant
shouldn’t surprise anyone, since he
has ^appointed political rivals to

boards and commissions before.

After the 1992 election, he ap-

pointed unsuccessful mayoral can-

didate Gerald Fisher to the Plan

Commission. Another rival in the

1992 mayoral race, Roy Jacobsen,

was appointed to the Utilities

Board.

De Broux said those appoint-

ments, like his selection of Grant,

were made on their merits.

“.None of them have any strings

attached,” he said.

Strings or not, De Broux’s cam-

paign would welcome an endorse-

ment from Grant.

Although Grant got into the Feb-

ruary primary late, going public

with her candidacy just before the

filing deadline, she finished only 77
votes behind De Broux. Had she
finished ahead of him, the March 1

9

election would be between her and
Hanna, who finished first in the

four-way primary race.

The Plan Commission to which
Grant has been nominated is a sev-

en-member panel that oversees va-

rious planning and zoning issues. It

includes four citizen members, an
alderman, the mayor and the public

works director.
•


