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Movies big 
at Channel 32 
FromPage3 

~~t some i<len ti ty m Uw tnArket. 
1...e Monds says there are ''tons 

mo lon.. of movie µacknges out 
llrnr •" for stationtt to purchase. 

The Rarne with other types of 
programs. 

"With th advent of cable," Le 
Mondb Hays. 0 a lot of companies 
have sprung up all over the plec . 
You woulcln 't believe the amount 
of progrwnming that's out there.'' 

Channel :~2 has some program 
changes in store for fall, but Le 
Monds ie lettmg none out of the 
bag - ••it would be giving away 
our game plan" to competing st&­
uoM. 

uRut you will aJway find the 
movi~ at I o'clock Monday 
through unday. That is som~ 
thing we are totally sticking with " 

Many of Channel 32's shows are 
reruns from well in the past -
"Leave ft to Beaver," .. The Mary 

· Tyler Moore Show," 11Wild, WiJd 
West." 

With first-run programs, Le 
Monds says, it's "difficult to take 
a half-hour show that has no 
awarenees, put a lot of money into 
it and build it." 

Pr88&-Gazette photo 

Getting ready: Harold 11Hummer" Davich, left, and Randy Moreau preview and splice movies for Channel 32. 

On the other hand, a show like 
'

1Mary Tyler Moore" has an iden­
tity from previous runs. " I just 
have to create a de.sire to watch it 
at a specific ti.me on our television 
itation, '' Le Monds says. 

The station plans to add more 
.'4portli telecast.a. In some ~. 

bidding battles could break out. 
Channel 32 is slated to show 

the Auburn-Miami college football 
game live Aug. 27. It has also 
picked up the Liberty Bowl and 
Aloha Bowl at the end of the sea­
son. 

Le Monds says the station is 
.. very definitely" interested Mil-

waukee Brewers and Bucks tele­
casts - which show on competing 
Channel 26. 

"When it comes to bidding 
time, I guarantee you this station 
will be first in line,.. Le Monds 
says. 

It's unlikely Channel 26 will 
roll over and play dead in face of 

Le Monds took long route to G.M. post 

Biii Le Monds 
Has Packer ties 

How does one become the gener­
al manager of a new TV station? 

For Bill Le Monds of WXGZ, it 
was a long and winding road. 

Along the way, there have been 
some tie-ins with the Green Bay 
Packers which spice his story. 

For many years, though, Mil­
waukee tele·lision was his stomp­
ing ground. 

He worked for 23 years at 
WITl. Le Monds started as a pho­
tographer 1 ended as local sales 
manager. In between, he did such 
things as produce the evening 
newsca.sts and produce and direct 
more than 8,000 commercials. 

After WITI, he moved to Mil­
waukee independent WCGV-TV 
as general salt:$ manager, later be­
coming general manager. 0 It 
wasn't a very prosperous situa­
tion," he says, S'> he left. 

For a year, he worked for Mc-

Donald/Davis & Associates, which 
produced 0 The Bart Starr Show." 
Le Monds helped syndicate the 
show regionally. 

ln addition, 111 was in charge of 
·Lofton, Jefferson and Douglass 
Associates (a business agency to 
professional. athletes) and worked 
with all those folks," Le Monds 
says. 

"Another part of my job was to 
be (Chicago Bears Head Coach) 
Mike Ditka's agent and set up a 
syndication of programs for him. 1 
worked with hiB radio and televi­
Slon enterprises in Chicago ... 

Le Monds was in print advertis­
ing for a short time before Channel 
32 came up. 

"We knew people who know 
people, and one thing led to an~ 
other," he says. 

At Channel 32, he is in charge 
of a staff of 27. 

such a challenge. 
Channel 32 is looking at poesi­

bili ties of carrying other games, 
but not much is definite yet. 

Le Monds says the station has 
had no problem getting sugges­
tions about what to carry. 

'
1Everybody's a programmer," 

he chuckles . 

Channel 32's receives all sorts 
of recommendation& about what it 
should carry. The station's philos­
ophy is probably best-expressed by 
this comment from Le Monds: 

"We're trying to entertain, and 
we're trying to give the people 
what they're looking for - and 
what we can afford to do." 

Closet, AP news machine 
comprise 32's 'newsroom' 

Sam Hutchison, Channel 32's promotion/program manager, is 
leading us on a tour of the station. 

We've seen just about everything - the offices, control room, 
studio and so on. 

1-Iutchison is about to leave a room, and he remembers 
something. 

"Oh yes," he says, "this is our newsroom." 
He begins to open a door, and we expect it to open on at least 

another room. 
It's a closet. 
Tapping away is an Associated Press wire machine, its sole 

occupant. 
So much for the "newsroom.'' 
We're told later the machine is closeted for security purposes, 

and that the station will get into newcasts eventually. 
But "no way are we going to go with half-hour newscasts," says 

Bill Le Monds, general manager. 
"We'll do three- or five-minute news updates, starting maybe 

midday and going through prime time, maybe every hour or two," 
he says. 

"We are in the process of auditioning news people, and we're 
developing a set. It'll be a small news staff." 



Briefly ... 

~~nkruptcy court 
OKs WXGZ-TV sale 

A bankruptcy court in Atlanta, Ga., has 
approved the sale of the assets ofWXGZ­
TV, Channel 32. 

Details about what will happen to the 
station and its assets will not be known for 
certain until 10 days after the order is 
s~gned and filed and there is no appeal, 
according to Jeffrey Jaekels, attorney for 
the buyer. 

The probable date for that is Monday 
Feb. 10, Jaekels said. 



There's no joy as TV 3·2 prepares to sign off 

Press-Gazette photo by Ken Wesely 

Time expiring: Thomas McMillan, left, a Wisconsin 
Job Service representative from Neenah, speaks 

with WXGZ, Channel 32, employee Ed Myers on a 
set of the Appleton-based television station. 

Workers take pride 
in accomplishments 
By Warren Gerds 
Press-Gazette 

APPLETON - The end is near, but 
WXGZ-TV employees are holding their 
heads high. 

.,It's nothing to be ashamed of - that 
we are going out of busine s - because 
we did try our hardest,·· said Ed Myers, 
30, 1617 Bruce Lane, assistant chief engi­
neer. 

Eight years of trying hard to make it as 
the fifth commercial station in the Green 
Bay TV market comes to a close at 11:30 
p.m. Friday. 

WXGZ is going off the air, possibly to 
be replaced on channel 32 at a future 
date by a shopping channel. 

Behind-the-scenes folks expressed a 
sense of accomplishment in having 
beamed The Simpsons, two Star Trek 
clans and Oscor the clown into 470,000 

Oscor 
May hang up 
his nose 

homes and about 1.2 
million people in the 
region. 

''We always man­
aged to put out a qual­
itv product." Myer 
said. 

A mix of emotions is 
rippling through 
WXGZ's Appleton of­
fice. Joy i ~ not among 
them. 

"This week is gomg 
as if we were at a funeral home because 
something is dying before ow· eye that 
we're proud of," said general manager 
Roy Smith. 63, Atlanta. 

Smith expressed gratitude about his 
staffof28 - all local people. uThey've op­
erated the station in a very professional 
manner, and they put their heart and 

About WXGZ·TV 
D Started: Maren 7, 1984 
0 Ending: Friday 
0 Fox MC>w• .,,.emlere: AP,ril 5, 
1987 
0 Known tor: Such Fox snows as 
The Simpsons, Beverly Hills 
90210,and Married . . . with Chil­
dren; the syndicated Star Trek.· The 
Next Generation: and its own Wis­
consln 's Most Wanted (at least sev­
en apprehended), Oscar's Place, 
Easter Seals Moviethon ($32,000 
raised this year) 
0 Reason le•vlng: Bankruptcy 
0 Fln•le: Half-hour retrospective, 
11 p.m. Friday 

soul into it, .. he said. 
"Thi is not just a wayside fruit stand 

we're dealing with.' ' Smith said. "We're 
dealing with a living. breathing in titu­
tion of service, and they have hung in 
there through all of the problems we've 
had, the bankruptcy court and so forth." 

A feeling of clo ene s fills the building. 

Please see Channel 32/A-2 
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Channel 32 will return 
• CableVision wants to 
see its program lineup 
before committing 
By Warren Gerda 
Press-Gazette 

The return ofWXGZ, Channel 
32, in June will cause a ripple 
effect . 

Along with viewers, cable sys­
tems and the Milwaukee Brewers 
have an eye on the station. 

WXG Z on Tuesday got the go­
ahead from the Federal 
Communications Commission to 
put construction into motion that 
will return the station to the air. 

· The station was forced from 
the air in February 1992 because 
its previous owner went bankrupt. 

The station has a new owner, 
Ace Inc., a West Virginia-based 
company principally owned by 
Carl Martin. 

The target to resume broad­
casting is Friday, June 3, accord­
ing to Bob Cox, general manager. 

"We're going to be carrying 
syndicated shows, some HSN 
(Home Shopping Network), some 
infomercials and a lot of sports," 
said Cox said. 

Laurel Prieb, Brewers director 
of communications, has expressed 
dismay the club hasn't been able to 
find a Green Bay station to broad­
cast as many games as the Brewers 
would like. The club is eager for 
the station to return. 

"He (Prieb) calls me at home 
at 10 o'clock at night wanting to 
know," Cox said. 

WXGZ would operate at 
1,050,000 watts, said Lyle Evans, 
who helped the station through the 
FCC approval phase. Evt.ns, who 
also owns WEZR Radio, said he 
will become consultant and pro­
duce an occasional special once 
WXGZ returns to the air. 

WXGZ's power is equivalent to 

what it was in the past, Evans says. 
The station will have a broad view­
ing area. 

The station's future on cable is 
to be determined. 

"What we're looking for is a 
committed channel lineup where 
they have contracts - not just 
ideas - but contracts in place so 
we know what the real program­
ming will be," said Kathy Keating, 
president of Cable Vision. 

It's premature to make definite 
plans about WXGZ, she said. 

"If they have a good program 
lineup, we will be talking with 
them about retransmission con­
sent," Keating said. 

Crown Cable has a contin­
gency plan for WXGZ to fit into its 
lineup. It would be placed in the 
"basic tier" of Channels 2 to 13, 
said Julie Seiler-Stadtmueller, 
marketing manager. 

"Nothing will be deleted," she 
said. "We'll just move some chan­
nels around." 


