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ENTERTAINMENT

Suring station sets Feb. 1 star

Another TV station plans to hit the air-

waves in this area Feb, 1,
- That's right, ANOTHER TV station —
making seven for the market.
.. It's WSCO, UHF Channel 14. It will
transmit from Suring.
+» The call letters stand for “We're Shar-
ing Christ with Others.” Naturally, this
means the station will have a religious ori-
entation. But preaching won't make up its
entire schedule.
- WSCO plans to operate at 200,000
watts. Program coordinator Gordon Mor-
myu the station’s Grade A signal will go
35 miles — covering most of Green
Bay, at optimum.

The station's antenna — installed this

w — i8 on the 500-foot tower of
VM-FM, a Christian radio station.

WSCO is owned by Northeastern
Wisconsin Christian Television, Inc., a
non-profit corporation. Tom Cook is oper-
ations manager, and Don Stenz is station
manager.

The station is a commercial indepen-
dent, though Morris says it expects to rely
on donations, too. ‘

Tentative plans call for WSCO to oper-
ate from 4-10 p.m, Monday through Fri-
day and from 8 a.m.-noon and 6-10 p.m. on
weekends.

Morris says most of the planned
programs are not currently showing in this
area. “The idea is not to duplicate the pro-
gramming on any other station,” he says.
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There will be some church service or
evangelist programs, but most will fall into
other categories. Here are samples:

“Focus on the Family,” with psycholo-
gist James Dobson discussing family prob-
lems before a studio audience.

“Action Sixties,” a variety show for
senior citizens featuring music, guest inter-
views and audience participation.

“Blackwood Brothers,” with music by
the gospel quartet.

“K.C.Y.F.C. Rally,” a 90-minute youth
rally from Kansas City with music, skits
and guest speakers. '

“Something Beautiful,” a program for
women covering cooking, fashions, makeup
and guests discussing a variety of topics.

Children's programs include “Kid's
Jamboree,” “Joy Junction,” “Treehouse
Club” and “That's Inkidable.”

The station also plans an effort in news.
Morris says at first this will be handled
through newsbreaks. Sometime in the fu-
ture, he says, the station airhs to develop a
news block of local, national and interna-
tional news, plus agricultural information.

WSCO is the first Christian-format sta-
tion in the area, and the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters list 79 others around

" the country.

Obviously, WSCO is something differ-
ent in over-the-air TV here. While it’s not
likely to gobble up massive chunks of audi-
ence from existing stations, its program-
ming is likely to develop a faithful (ahem)
following.

That 200,000 watts is also different. It's
smallish compared with the present and
the planned Channel 32 out of Appleton
(also due Feb. 1). Reception will be good
around Suring but probably iffy in the im-
mediate Green Bay area.

However, WSCO has plans to upgrade
its signal in the future,

Will the Brown County cable systems
carry WSCO? Good question. They're obli-
gated only if Suring is 35 miles from them
as the crow flies — and that's a close call.
They aren’t eager to add it because they're
about out of available channels, and they
already have religious channels.

® Cerebral palsy telethons — we get
two here.

Each is sincere in its efforts, Each is
sensitive about its public image because of
competition and confusion factors.

The “Weekend With the Stars Tel-
ethon” for United Cerebral Palsy runs for
21 hours beginning today at 10: 30 p.m.
It's on Channel 11.

This telethon is mostly a national tele-

cast hosted by John Ritter, Henry Win-
kler, Joyce DeWitt, Robert Guillaume,
Dennis James and Paul Anka. Inserted are
segments broadcast from the Paper Valley
Hotel in Appleton.

In a statement, Donna Gaspar of
United Cerebral Palsy of Wisconsin, Inc.,
says, “Seventy-five percent of the funds
raised will remain in Wisconsin to benefit
the 17,000 citizens affected by this condi-
tion in our own communities. In addition,
because we are a national organization, 25
percent of the proceeds will be allocated to
fund ongoing research nationwide.”

This is the sixth year for the national
telethon.

Meanwhile, the 30th “Local Cerebral
Palsy Telethon"” is scheduled March 3 and
4 on Channel 2. It raises funds for the in-
dependent Cerebral Palsy, Inc.

Celebrities taking part in the telecast
from the WBAY Auditorium are yet to be
named.

Co-chairmen Thomas Laatsch and
Steve Kmiec say in a statement that “all
donations are used totally for services and
programs in local Wisconsin communities.”

Edward Conners, executive director,
emphasized the organization’s infant ther-
apy program. “Therapy services have been
extended to over 100 hours per week, and
we must raise the funds necessary for this
vital program and other center services,”
he said.

Creative drama
classes scheduled

Next Door Theater is
again offering “Winter Crea-
tive Drama” classes.

“Creative drama is an in-
formal drama used to create
and educate,” the group
says. “It is a tool used to en-
rich and awaken creativity.”

Classes for children 4% to
kindergarten will be held
Feb. 4, 11, 18 and 25 from
9:30-10:30 a.m.

Classes for grades 1-6 will
be held Feb. 4, 11, 18 and 25
and March 3 and 10 from
9:30to 11 a.m.

Classes are held at St.
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More TV, radio commg your way

Another TV station and ANOTHER ming that's mostly reruns of network
radio station? “shows . (Touched by and Angel,

Yes, and yes. Promised Land and Dave’s World, to

First, we'll check in on the TV sta- name a few), but with ongmal pro-
tion, which will have wide impact. grams mixed in.

WPXG-TV, Channel 14, has PAX NET plans to be an
been in the news before. Now “alternative for families
it's closing in on reality, with |* who are concerned about
its transmitter due for delivery § excessive violence and

today. p § - . | explicit sex on television in

The station could be on the A | their homes,” a news release
air by Monday, June 1. o says. ;

Operating at about 1 million People are being inter-
watts, it will be on par with viewed for jobs for the local
other local stations. station, said general manag-

WPXG is part of PAX NET, er Mitch Lambert. .

“We'll be up to speed in
staff and everyone by June

a new network that Paxson
‘Communications of Florida

will launch Monday, Aug. 31, Warren )" he said.

onI&'? smtlgn; . Gerds : WPXG 1; hcensed to
any of those stations are i at. ~ Suring, with a tower near

broadcasting a prevxew of PAX Cptioes Iarge; Krakow.

NET programming this week. & It's an over-the-air sta-

Since WPXG is not on the air, tion, meaning everyone can

it can't. receive it.

During the day, the station will = Meantime, WECB Radio, is in a test-

broadcast infomercials. At night, it ing mode at 104.3 FM.: Monday at 5:30.

will show a lineup of family program-' a.m., Earl Brooker vnll broadcast hls

first morning show.

Brooker and hie wife, Carol, own the
new station. It's fairly small — 3,000
watts — and located at Seymour, but it
should reach Green Bay and Appleton.

The format: "70s Top 40, with a slight
twist.

The “Singers, Songs and Sounds of
the '70s” approach will enable songs to
fit in the format if there is any kind of
co;:inection to the "70s, Earl Brooker
said.

WECB's studio is at 907 S. Lincoln
in Seymour with the tower on the
north side of the city.

Brooker plans community involve-
ment to be important at the station.

“That’s a part of radio that's sorely

missed right now,” he said.

The station will operate 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. At first, much
of the broadcast day will be automat-
ed, though from within the station
rather than as a satellite service.
Brooker plans to add an afternoon
announcer soon.,

For his morning show, Brooker
plans to buck what he feels is a trend.

“There are people who feel they
have to, as a program director told me
one time, talk dirty and play the hits,”
he said.

"“I've always operated on the theory
to have it be a clean, fun, family type
show.”

Brooker has been involved in broad-
casting for 20 years. He's worked for
WOGB/WVBO, WMKC and WAGO,
Oshkosh; WNAM, Neenah; WKAU,
Kaukauna; WYNE, Kimberly;
WQWM, Kaukauna; WOZZ, New
London; and WGEE, Green Bay.

The Seymour station took a long
time — 10 years — to put on the air,
partly because of its independent own-
ership.

Brooker is especially happy: “Being
a native Northeastern Wisconsin guy
— ['ve lived most of my life in
Appleton — happening thxs close to

home is a dream come true.”

Warren Gerds writes about television
and radio for the Press-Gazette. Write
to him at P.O. Box 19430, Green Bay,
WI 54307-9430.
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Channel 14 is heavy on infomercials for now

Suddenly, Gréen Bay

At this time, WPXG does not weekly at 11 a.m. Saturday, startinge B Moving: The studios of WNFL
has another television sta-

appear on cable. Details are this week. Radio will join four other Midwest

tion. being worked out with local It's a crime-fighter show that willbe = Communications stations with

WPXG started broadcasting A systems, including Time hosted by three district attorneys: John headquarters at the WBAY
Thursday on Channel 14, il Warner Cable in Brown Zakowski (Brown County), Vince Building.

For now, it's carrying 24 County. Biskupic (Outagamie County) and Joe “It's kid of cool,” said promotions
hours of infomercials, with Programming will change Paulus (Winnebago County). The first  director Paul Heling. “They're pretty
the exception of one public dramatically at 11 a.m. show features all three. Subsequent much down one hallway, almost like a
affairs program " Monday, Aug. 31. That's shows will feature one of the DAs. radio mall.”

“We're just happy to be on 1 when Pax Net launches For other local programming, indi- Also in the building are WGEE,
the air,” said general manager with a parade of family viduals will have to produce the show ~ WIXX, WLTM and Y-100.

Mitch Lambert. “Everything shows anchored by week- and buy the time, Lambert said. In the Valley, the company is moving

seems to be working.”

night reruns of Touched by Basically, WPXG will be a conduit WROE from its Neenah studios to the °
WPXG operates at about .

Angel; Dr. Quinn, Medicine for Pax Net shows, which will be broad- WOZZ studios in Appleton.

1 million watts. That Critic-at-l " Woman; and Diagnosis cast on at least 72 stations nationally.

means it’s a full-power sta- nuc-at-iarge  ap,rder. B Gone: Leighann Stephenson has Warren Gerds writes about television .
tion that anyone receiving < The first local program left the Y-100 (WNCY Radio) morning  and radio for the Press-Gazette. Wrile to
Channels 2, 5, 11, 26, 32 on WPXG will be Fox show and is no longer with the compa-  him at P.O. Box 19430, Green. Bay, Wl .'~3

and 38 should be able to get. Valley Crime and Justice, airing ny. 54307-9430.



