
Wed, Aug 1. 1973 

UWGB Seeking Radio Station 
By !ltlKt: Hl.tX1tl 
PHof,..G11'"1if$Ul1'N'nW 

Thf• Ffde.ral C.Ommunlc-11· 
tlons Comml$Skln ( f'CC) k 
r t' \ ' 1 <' "' 1 n t an Appllratlon 
from th~ Unh't-rslt)' of \\15-
t"()ftlitn • Cf'ffn Bay ti> optr-
1'1t' tt 3,00).v;Mt <•tunpus..Qri· 
tnlf'd FM radio ltiUlon. 

the p1~ nMic.'OftlMltr• 
<IJ.I .i•lloo •ill btgln broad­
rutlNl Ort. 1rn t't'C appro• .. 
111 l1 J:1'8ntcd. h • bo~ktrs ~>' 
It lil 111 fOJUPll'mrnl thf SUit! 
PdUNo11lon~l r1dJo network. but 
not t"Omprll' Viith «)fl"lft)(.'rt"i.tll 
FM $1Mi<im. 

Thl' &:lahl,)ll " pplk'@tion ba!J 
"trrv.dy bl'tn 4p(W0\1"d b» 1he 
UW RO/lrd al n.g.na, too 
s t ri t ~ FA!uta1iona.I Commu­
nlcatl6nt Boord mid ibi radJo 
commtw.·t'. 

The :;ipp11cat ion 'AU sub­
mlued July 3. Wt it wasn·1 
'1nl1l 1hls- v.4-"8 lh.'l l the- rec 
l:nformfd UWGB that It ins 
bMn.g fft'CrP'«I ror tt\'lt'I'. 

The IJ(CnC)' v;111 l'()'A' 1dl()1t.• ~ 
61) 10 'IO·dA)' Jioriod 10 stud)' 
ltit• apphca1lM and ln\lltfo pub­
lic ttactlon. Comrntnu should 
bl' lt'nl to tht f'C(; In W~sh· 
1n~1on, o.c. 

Thus htr l~ haJ ~'fl 
lltll(l public A!'acHon to lh« 

pn>pooed stOllon, .-iblY IJo. 
('11\ISt U\\'C8 h3t Mt publl· 
C"ll.!-d lb& fact It WU prtparing 
an 1ppllcatk>n. 

AlthOUJth unhmlty offi<'iali 
feto1 tht 8(31ton '4'0lilld be, ln 
tM pubfk lnt!rtst. one fot• 
hl4s 11lready " rl.st"n. Sen, Reu-­
btn l.AFa\'fl of Oc·o1no. who In 
llw pa-it ha-. bl'\'n v\t"\\t"d AS a 
.. , ri.nd .. of uwca h.u be<n 
11nemptlng to 1tlr nrJatlvt' re­
l'lction 

Mi'11n"''hl1(', UV.'C6 offic!b l,; 
llrP pr'OC'f+dlng ltC'ldil)' "'ith 

pl• n• lo< ch4> sto•lon. A IMJ!<'I 
has b<'tn dm"'n up. cqutpmc""t 
I.< ti.l~R purtluls«I, lludetll 
\'olurit"l'\'rt hlll \'e bern mTult· 
ed aRd ttn (lflt'mt1M~ rMMR('r 
ls. ~nR SOU(lht. 

Tht 1111tlon'1 antenna will 
ll<' lo<•lf.'d • lop the Ul1ror)'• 
1...tamln~ Ctnt«. \\1'lle a 
aoondproor hroadt'lastlNt 1tu· 
dlo i...ilu bt bunt in thl- lnstruc. 
liOMI ~""" bulldln,. 

The sta\klon wUI h1w~ a liru· 
t1ed n m,tt. Uke rnoett 0( 1twe 10 
othf.r FM JtiAtlOM at U'W I )'-"" 

tem cnm~. ht f1 r:sl ·)~r 
btldl?ft n ib! for t xPff)dhum 
of m .ooo. oithw•h m .ooo ts 
for pur('tl~S(' (II~ tqWp­
mtt'lt . 

TM appUcauon cencten,'CI to 
the t"'CC Sil)'!! tht· \tali<in " -.·UI 
provide an ou1lt:" fac- rampu!I 
mu1k11 and drutnillic' ~n­
tflhOM , Con1:h >A11l t.""H'i> 
ltah I\ n!fd:HI CQn\MW\k'atlM 
link bf·t 'ili t'('n the C3Ripu.$ •1nd 
c(>fnmunh)'•" 

Also ln('ludt>d on 1tl(" ..aa . 
1wn·1 prtip'Jitd rormat 11.re 

t rt11tlt rou~ eomnwntury 
111nd MW!: 1pkfd "1th a 
"campu:S pe-rspecUvt!; · h v.1.11 
alM ~f\'" ~a " l t'11nll\g 13100. 
ratory" for nw111 c:ommu­
nitt1tM>n1 51U<foent9. 'A'hO Wiii ~ 
ir.btf. In Mm J(r'ndui'llion ertod· 
hs for 1he4r work. 

Thi' ()bj"Ch\"f:-s oC th*> st111ion 
and itA ba<kfr!Wlld ~ ..... OUI· 
1111--d ~'<'nUy In an lntel'\itw 
... Ith or. '1t1fof'ttM PrllflJtP, dfi...i.n 
of lnSU'Ut1IOM1 r.trvi(l'S 31 
t.:WCB. •nd Jwph Ga•n•. 
edu<'altQMI ('('lmrounk i.liam 
5U~l'\•ttor, 8cKh hi\-. been 
ktv nu,'ft in ll'it -.vrk tx'hind 
1N- siauon :tppllC".1llm. 

Pranft Mid he II opdmis11< 
th~ I lht' ' (>pl1t'Utloo wtll bl:> ;:tp. 
p.r'0\'('1.1. •• 3$!.1Jl11111R: ChCf("j,y ,-,o 
adw·ru.- romMNlt f 10 r~ 
~'CC) or thai t~ ad\ "Pf'M 
<'Onlmen1 " lll no1 l'rt'atc> 3 
rotdbloc.k.' ' 

O.unl, ..,ho haS kt>pt u ~<JOO 
e)'f' on 11lm.ll;iir appllnrlonl to 
1hr FCC. a rd dw ''4tchnkal 
objt('tions. In our e;iimfldon. 
tJo not txlht." 

,,,. IJWCB alfldai• '"Id 1ht! 
il•llon "' ill not C'OmP"ttt wtth 
thfr. l\l.o ('Qnlmt'f'C"IJll FM !ii*• 
llOM in C...n lliy. \\'BAY 
Md 'A10UZ ~\N'" it " 'Ill Of. 
ft-r H 111 J)tmpi:<:Uvr tht uni· 
\ 'trllt)' NiMpus. 

Ai E'ftth of IM '""'O com­
mt r("tt'I PM " lallons hid ns 
own formal Gaunt MkJ tbeo 
cumpus statKJn ••..,,11t anempi 
to "' ln bnf''-'' l't lll'h(.~ ;)r'IOrl()9 

a1 1 t mp t to takti liMf>M~ 
AQ)' Wt •1JI attempt to oftH 
l)'JJ"5 ol rn~K" find pro. 
gr 1 mn, 1na that are rom 
plet"IY dUft nern •• 

Thi" budg.ot mt ltll,iO $11.0XJ 
for an GpH"•UionS manal(t!f'" 
•ho Wiii be hlrtd by Sept I 
Thu.1 Jar. ~ 1ppl1<111ons hlvt 
bl'11ft """''\'t"d °'""' .,,.. 11 .. 1..,. .... ""~ 
1nr ol 1 poruon al ch< '1111ry 
of ti mJ.S$ ton'lnluilic.'lll ll'lftS 

profPS..~· Who .. 111 .!IUPf!'l'\'Ut 
1 hf' l <'ldetnk' funn>c:lfw of ttMo 
... 1.1too 11.nct l~ purchaM' of 
pq1..upn1t1'll ~ ~s '"'m 
U1b lM, MM:'f~ and ti~ 
rt<'Ordtrs. Tbt llN\'tl"Jit) al 
md> hH obt3uM'd thf> U5t' c,f 
a &UISl"-o-... rm:t tn.a;mh.td' 

r ono'41n1 ~111 te ~"°" 
Cnmmunk'a1iOM Ao.1rd rfiU 
l.llU(lfl~ 1ht ~umon " 1111 ha~f' a 
1imtt or 3.0CO Willi Allhouah 
lht< €t 'B aflu.,.$ an Mlt'ftR.\ tJ 
lOO '"' L 'ViGD's •ill bo Ill 
fetl l1w k>n.llth of lhE> ' " 
Ctl'IM 1t~U w. 111 Ml~ bP 29 
IHI v.hh lht mt ol \ht &D­
tl!ftna hf"IK:hl <tXYtWc frvm l.l'lf 
bulk.Ima on •hk'h u • 'tll t.111' 
ml'ltln' -d 

FM nu1JO Jt•'tkf15 ill Olht't 
\; YI' Nt n1pdili:~A mn~ ift 
!trtn..11h from 72.<.W v.'ltts at 
M:t1;h$0n to 10 .. ..,.11..: ei1 Q\h 
k o\h and ~u·ral oti'IH -· Th• L ·wcB "11""' wt ii . , 
re-ctht>ly ,...am•"•""" bOllnd 
td on tht> t ut b)' ':tv. Fnn.k 
~l'I . 6ft !he r.ouch b) 1bt 19\ttlt 

ot Dt Pff't on thr "'"!'11 b) 
AV,v.1ubf'non 8nd Hf'.lbr.tn ind 
on cht north tq· u ni. SIJam. 

""' Cnun « 1ht m uon apph 
' Vlil >t JO •~t 4 I ~°".__ 



._, .......... ...,. , ..,, °'"" ... ,.,......,, .. 
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UWGB Appfylng 
For Radio Station 



I hU, M a y jU , H:l/ 4 

Erecting Antenna - Technicians as· 
semble the radio antenna for WGBW. the 
University or Wisconsin-Green Bay's new 
FM station. The antenna i s being placed atop 
the Library-Learning Center. 

(Tom Knuth Photo) 



Mon, Aug 26. 1974 

Radio Station WGBW 
Goes on the Air Today 

lt.111111 llAlllJn WPll\\ bo•Mlna 
bnwh Hlht• toclay 

II I• nn ~I ~ 011 lh•• FM •ll.11 
I.JC' 11t~I .11 1h1• l 'nlw1 •llY 111 

WlaroMln Clrl'j\n ,Uay nnd run 
thh•rty by •lt11l••n1 1·ul11n1<~·1 •, 
I h ~ llllllC'fllllffit1WIAI ll11llu11 
hu n• llH 1t111uw "11ll.-rno1lw 
rad io" 

lta muslr oll1•rl11w• wlll lw 
varlMI - c IM•1c~I. folk, nnd 
blu~~rll•W, lhlN 11Mlonal, Inn, 
bl11C'1, hOOMI~ nM 11rlljtrr~~lvr, 
vlnllRt'. t''p<•rlmrn111l and 
('OUOlr)' mc:k, 

BruadcutlnG d•)'~ "Ill 114' •I 
p.m tn mhlnlMht Moml.1) 
1h1vu1h 'l'hu1td•y and • p.m. 
until I 11 m. rrld~y and Satur· 
day. 

lll'alnnln1t today at 4:05 and 
on au00>i.~l1'<' lllondny~ tor n 
numll!'r ul WN'ks. WCOW wlll 
pri•sl'ftl 11 t111w hour pro,i:rnm 
samt1lrr. nrc1ll'dln11 ui /\nnn 
hcllr Hlfrh1'!lt'k, 011rrn1 lo111, 
mn11~1wr or lhl' w1Mlon and 
uwan 1.1rully mrmb<'r. 

t'tlt«-n·mlnntt' Mn111llnU$ nl 
1'llrlciu~ 'YIK'~ nr mu11r th!> 

uwqb 

Logo of WGBW Radio 

!tlllUon plaru. tn olh•r wlll tll' 
bro1ull'a~t tn ucquolnt llaten· 
1'!11 10 tht •!Atkin 

Prottmmmln• plM' on •hf' 
othrr days mil for the atation 
10 p~ nt a thn-r.-hour lWll• 
m<·nt or rla~slral mu~lc fnl· 
lowlni: a h'n minute "'"'s 
broadm.<I al 4 pm 
rrnm 7 until 8 wlll Ix> 11 

Ol!WS hrondr.lsl. Tht• AIRlion 
wlll cov1·r stnw. uallonal and 
lmemnttonHI nt>ws nnd ll'U 
llll't"< using Uultl'd Preu In · 
tematlonal 80tt!Tl'.I!, And II wlll 
also covt'r 1he local 1CehP. 

/\ n o 1 he r, i>hnnvr news 
broaden~• Is schi'fl u led for I 0 
pm, dlllly. Bec•nnlng nl~htly 
Al ii p.m • the 5tetlon "111 
pl'l'S('nl a mlxiurr nl muslr 

A mo n g plannMI lf'llturr 
will hP a brlrl mystrry ~rln l 
prtstntl'd 11 <hr 10 p.m. nrws. 
Called " Thr F'ourth Towt'r of 
ln1't'm•'"-~ ... th<' srrlal wlll bP· 
gin in mld·Scrirmber. /\slcle 
from nightly broadcast• . 1111• 
~rtnl wlll be run lull In roun• 
dup lorm on Saturdays. 

With 3.0()() wan~ or power, 
WGBW " ill h;we u hn1;1dt'ng1 

radlu. of about 40 mll"t. mak· 
Ing It ~ of lllt sU'On&l'lt or 
lhl' uw 'YstCm SIAll<lnt. 

f'..xCtpt for Miu Ullchcock 
and th!.' chi•'' l'nKlnt-er, the 
~1a1lon wlll bl- ~tartrd by SIU· 
debt 1'0lunl!'l!rs. /\bout ~ 11rr 
l'Xpl'Clcd 10 pntkipa tl'. 

Th e ~· e de ra I Commu· 
nlt·allons Comml~slon gr11nird 
thP ~u111on a con~1ruclion f)('r· 
ml• la.1 Oct. 4. The 91.5 Ire· 
QUl'ncy WU prl.'viOU31)' l>CCU• 
pied h)' the former Suring Oll i• 
let o! 1he state C!ducatlonal ra· 
dio network. 

Thi> station iippllcallon wa~ 
f1m appnl\'ed by lh4' UW 
Board of Rl!genlll, lhl' Sllll' 
Educatlonal Communlcallon1 
BMrd and the ECB radio 
romm11t1.>e. 
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Green Bay Press· Gazette 

Warren 
Gerds 
Critic-at-Large 

More will 
be able to 
tune in 
WGBW 
• It will broadcast 
farther while using 
less power 

The f'uture 1. looking up for 
W ;Bw. 

The Wisconsin Public Radio sta­
t ion ha gotten the go-ahead to 
tnµ le its coverage area. 

WC IJW (91.5 FM) broadcasts 
mostlv talk and informational pro­
gri:lmming. The other public sta­
tmn. WPNE (89.3 FM.), broadcasts 
mostly music. 

WG BW's studios will remain at 
thP University of Wisconsin-Green 
Bay, but its antenna and transmit­
ter are moving from the campus to 
W. PL's tower si te southea t of De 
Pere. 

WGBW will gain coverage de­
sp1tc> a cut in power from 3,000 to 
700 watts. 

''What's wrong here?" kids Jack 
Mitchell . director of Wisconsin 
fubli" Radio. "The height is what 
does it.·· 

The ant cnna i's rising from 115 
to 740 fePt ln broadcasting, the 
higher the antenna. the greater 
the brc>adcasl radius. 

The accompanying map shows 
how radio ::;ignals don't a lways 
CO\ er a ~mooth circle. The kidney 
shape of the WPNE signal is a 
combination of terrain and design 
of the antL'nna, Mitchell says. 

\Voi k on upgrading the WGBW 
s i~nal ii:. to take until late May. 
rhl' :-.talion \I\ ill be off the air for a 
frw d<;v.., 'hhcn the transmitter is 
rnoH,d. It's a big job. 

''lt's literally like moving 
hous<:·~ ... lVIitchell says. "You 
think moving a piano is tough . .. " 

The co. t of the improvement is 
nearly $50,000, Mitche11 says. 

1 n a separate project, WG BW's 
production facilities will be re­
modeled. 

The original equipment from the 
1970::-. is " rlesperately out of date 
and wearing out.'' MitchelJ says. 
''It's like any other electronic 
equipment. It has a limited life 
t.pan. 

,. 

Next year, WPNE will get a new 
anrenna and line. "It won't in­
crease our coverage." Mitchell 
Hays. ''lt ~hould just clean up the 
signa l and give us another 20 
years of Jife." 

Gerds wnte. about radio and 
telt.>vision for the Press-Gazette. 

Current WGBW 91 5 3KW 

E!al!ll New WGBW 91.5 3KW 

lililiB WPNE 89.3 1 OOKW 

Pr ss-Gazette graphic 

Upgrade: The range of public 
radio station WGBW will in­
crease but still be smaller 
than companion WPNE. 



May 24, 1996 

Station 
launch 
delayed 
Stronger successor 
to WGBW-FM 
may hit the air this fall 

WHID-FM - the ·uccessor to public 
radio station WGBW-FM - ha run into 
delays and won't arrive on the air for 
another six months. 

"We had hoped for a summertime 
launch, and then it looked like September 
and now it looks like a little later in the 
fall,'' says Jack l\1itchell, director of 
Wisconsin Public Radio. "But I would say 
before the snow flies. Famous last words." 

Mitchell says that because the launch 
would come more than a year after it was 
origmally intended. 

WHID will replace 
WGBW asthc 
Wisconsin Jdea 
Network tation in 
Green Bay. 

WHID wi 11 be more 
powerful and cover 
more a;ea with its ta lk 
and information offer-
1ngs. 

The tation will be 
heard at 88.1 on the 
FM dial, rather than 
WGBW' 91.5. 

Wisconsin Public 
Radio will run WHID 
and WG BW simultane­

Warren 
Genis 

• ou ly for a while, then shut off WGBW 
a nd put it3 frequency up for sale. 

The frequency cannot be sold to a com­
mercial broadca ter because it is in the 
ru·ea of the radio band reserved for non­
commercial use. It could be sold to a 
school, a religious organization or any 
other orgamzation that chooses to run a 
station as nut-for-profjt. 

The delavs for WHID are due to unfore­
seen complication in the construction 
permit. Changes have been applied for 
with the Federal Communications 
Commission. Granting approval always 
takes time. 

.. 

''But we expect that will happen pretty 
routinely a nd that we'll have the go-ahead 
in early. ummer and we'll have a few 
months to build the station," Mitchell 
·ays. 

'fhe estimated cost i .. $163,200 for a 
transmitter. antenna, transmission line. 
te t and remote control equipment. 

WHID will reach farther into the Fox 
River Valley and outhern Door County 
than WGBW. and be heard in areas where 
WGBW isn't - portions of Oconto, 
Shawano and Waupaca countie . 

Despite the delays, WHID "is going to 
happen,'' Mitchell as ures. 

Wisconsin Public Radio's other local 
station, WPNE, 89.3 FM, will continue as 
the classical mu::;ic outlet. · 



Letter from Chancellor
Shepard

Blair gift links media's
'Golden Age,' University
programs

Blair Chair serves local
specialty:
communications

Manufacturing CEO
touts upbringing in
communications

The 'Fourth Estate'
student newspaper

The WGBW alternative

UW-Green Bay rose with
his help

Students learn bear
essentials

Stories from the November 2003 Issue

Student-run radio station WGBW-FM 91.5 was as much a fixture of
UW-Green Bay's early years as purple shag carpeting and January
interim.

WGBW was one of the campus and community's most popular
venues for progressive music, news, entertainment and expression. It
also featured live coverage of Phoenix athletics.

The station debuted in 1974 with a 30-mile signal and a goal to be
"alternative radio." Glen Slaats, station manager since 1979, recalled
popular programs such as the late Vernon Taylor's "VT, the Fat Cat
from Philly." Listeners came to know D.J.s "Johnny Dread" and
"Taste O' Honey" like members of their family. Students hosted a
popular, high-profile bluegrass show called "Cumberland Ramblers,"
featuring music and live interviews with big-time stars.

"In reality, it's one of the main reasons I chose UWGB," says the
animated and outgoing Steve Brenzel, a Green Bay radio and TV
personality better known as "Ned the Dead." "I always knew I
wanted a radio career. At other schools, you couldn't get on the air as
a freshman. There is no way I'd be doing what I'm doing now if it
wasn't for WGBW. I lived to be on that station. The day I went
on-air, I called home as proud as I've ever been of anything in my
entire life."



Gateway ceremony
honors Doug Cofrin

Women's basketball
tickets going fast

… more campus news

Alumni news

Alumni notes

By the mid-1980s the station, not directly supported by an academic
unit, was seen more as luxury than necessity. In 1986 WGBW
entered an agreement in which Wisconsin Public Radio would
provide daytime content, with student shows at night. Two years
later, with rising costs arguing against full-power student radio, the
University investigated a total transfer to WPR.

That news upset some student listeners and staff. Days before the
deal was to be complete, two student D.J.s violated station rules and
used inappropriate language while drinking alcohol in the broadcast
booth in what they said was a protest. The incident sealed WGBW's
fate and brought a bitter ending to what had been, through the years,
a sweet adventure.

"That was a sad day," Brenzel recalls. "It took away a wonderful
learning tool, and an opportunity to try new things... real world, but
protected. That's where you learn to be yourself."

* * * * *

Broadcasting creativity 101

WGBW gave students — whether communications majors or not - a
prime creative outlet.

UWGB alumnus Steve "Ned the Dead" Brenzel &3151; a morning
talk show host on Green Bay radio station "The Eagle" 106.7-FM
&3151; honed his craft at WGBW.

Mike Steavpack, who went on to work with TV's Fox Sports, was
doing sports talk radio (see graphic this page) years before the
format really took off.

In the mid-'80s, two ambitious students, Joe Smrekar and Dave
Spangler, and alumnus Jeff Schmidbauer, put together a show called
"Rock 'n' Roll Chronology," scrounging for every single No. 1 pop
hit of the week, 1955-1985.

* * * * *

Radio station powered up as 1-watt, bootleg 'signal'

In retrospect, more than 30 years later, it's okay to admit to a
questionable start if the motives were noble. Isn't it? Rick Conn '75,
WGBW's first student manager, has come clean. Conn says student
broadcasts were hitting the air well before WGBW was official and
University sanctioned.



A handful of students at the Bay Apartments (now Residence Life)
would experiment from time to time via secret broadcasts with
reel-to-reel tape machines and record players, using the power
outlets to carry a 1-watt transmitter signal through the apartments.
Anyone plugging a radio into the wall outlet could pick up the
signal. As interest (and risk of being caught) increased, the students
decided to make a formal request for a student-run campus station.

With the support of the late Dick Christie, director of student life
programs, students called hundreds of stations for old equipment,
and 25 of them traveled to Chicago to take the test for an FCC
broadcast license. W. Werner Prange, the director of instructional
resources, caught wind of the student-forged plans and called a
meeting of the would-be broadcasters. "Halfway through he told us
he had heard enough," Conn recalled. "We thought we had lost our
battle. But two weeks later he granted our request."

The University would build a station, offer technical support staff,
hire a professional station manager and have ultimate oversight.
Staffing and programming would be student managed. The result
was a state-of-the-art soundproof studio, brand-new equipment
including a 3,000-watt transmitter and broadcasts reaching beyond
Brown County. It was, says Conn, a wonderful partnership.

"It was a great marriage of all interested parties," Conn says. "It gave
students an outlet. At a time when the University didn't have much
student life, it created a purpose."

Now a senior executive and project manager for Procter & Gamble,
and a former board member of UW-Green Bay's Founders
Association, Conn credits his post-college success, in great part, to
WGBW's pioneering times. "I learned about leadership in those
days," he says. "In my 28 years with the same company, many of my
leadership examples draw from those early experiences. Many
people took a great risk for us."

* * * * *

Hopes today ride on the Internet

Current campus radio station WFPR is gaining momentum to be
more than an in-house and campus-only station.

The "station," in actuality, is composed of a group of students
broadcasting from Studio Arts Room 260 to the University Union
and Residence Life with little more than two CD players, two or
three microphones and two mixers.



With an official Web site in the works &3151; and an opportunity to
broadcast over the Internet that comes with it — the more than 35
active members will have an outlet to the rest of the world. Student
managers say the Web site is "in the works." Look to future "Insides"
for more information.

* * * * *

An archive of alumni notes is available online at
www.uwgb.edu/alumni/. Check the Website often for the latest news
on your fellow graduates.


