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By JOHN P. DOYLE 
Press·Garette Staff Writer 

Green Bay Mayor Donald 
Tilleman, a humble small­
town man, died today in one 
of the world's largest cities. 

The mayor died of a heart 
attack In a New York City 
Holiday Inn Motel. He was 53. 

Tilleman, mayor for almost 
seven years, died about 7 a.m. 
Green Bay time. His wife, 
Jane, was with him. 

News of his death, which 
stunned City Hall employes, 
was brought by his eldest 

I 

a ors 
daughter Mrs. Jane Lanoye 
who had minutes before re­
ceived a phone call from her 
mother. 

The mayor was in New 
York with John M. Rose, pres­
ident of Kellogg Citizens Na­
tional Bank and a member of 
the city's Redevelopment Au· 
thority, and John Yuenger, of 
the Press-Gazette, on urban 
renewal business. 

' Mayor and Mrs. Tilleman 
I e ft Green Bay Saturday 
morning by car. Rose and 

Yuenger arrived in New York 
Sunday. 

When the mayor was strick· 
en, Mrs. Tilleman summoned 
aid, but the mayor died before 
help arrived. 

A Ca thollc priest was at his 
side when he died. 

The New York medical ex­
aminers' oifice confirmed the 
cause of death about 9: 15 a.m. 

Rose and Yuenger will ac· 
c o m p a n y Mrs. Tilleman 
home, expecting to arrive 
about 8 p.m. 

Funeral arrangements will 

eat 
be handled by Schauer and 
Schumacher East Side Funer­
al Home. Details are in· 
complete. 

Pictures on Page A-17 

New York Mayor John Lind­
say, an acquaintance of Tille­
man's when they exchanged 
barbs about football teams of· 
fered complete assistance to 
Mrs. Tilleman, Yuenger said. 
Tilleman ls survived by his 

wife, three daughters, and an 

(Press-Ga retie Pholo> 

Mayor Donald Tilleman in a Reflective Mood 

older brother Norris, city sea· 
ler. 

The mayor, an habitually jo­
vial man, with an ever 
present pipe as his trade­
mark, had no known history 
of heart' trouble. However, his 
brother In recent months 
urged him to get a physical 
c h e c k u p . Norris said his 
brother seemed listless and 
appeared "grey" at times. 

It was noted by those who 
saw him frequently that he 
seemed weary. He spoke of 
taking a l(}.day to two-week 
vacation, perhaps in Calif· 
ornia, this winter. 

The mayor, who loved 
Green Bay and often said so, 
and who shied away from ur­
ban life, ironically died In the 
heart of Manhattan, 440 W. 
57th Street. 

Tilleman was elected to a 
two-year term in 1965, d feat­
ing incumbent Roman Denis· 

oc s it 
sen. Ti Heman had challenged 
Denissen in 1963, but lost by 
1.200 votes. 

In 1967, after the mayor's 
term was changed to four 
years, he defeated Denlssen 
for a second time. He won a 
third term (second four year 
term) in the spring of 1971, 
d e f e a t i n g businessman 
Thomas Atkinson. 

The bricklayer's son twice 
ran unsuccessfully for alder­
man before being elected In 
1951. He served in the 9th 
ward post for 12 years, hold­
ing a variety of city com­
mittee posts. 

A basically shy man, he 
reluctantly climbed the ladder 
of responsibility in state af­
fairs. He was a moving force 
and one of the fowiders of the 
Alliance of Oties, an organi­
zation seeking betterment for 
urban areas. He was president 

of the Alliance at the time of 
his death. 

Just this year, Gov. Patrick 
J. Lucey named him chair­
man of the Governor's Com­
mittee on Mass Transit. He 
was in close touch with Con­
gressman John W. Byrnes and 
Sens. Gaylord Nelson and Wil­
liam Proxmire, on affairs 
affecting Green Bay's wel­
fare. 

He continually advised state 
legislators of the city's needs. 

T i l l e m a n led the city's 
fights on some of its most im­
portant developments: Estab­
lishment of UWGB - with 
which he later came to have a 
genuine, warmhearted rela­
tionship. particularly with its 
students; the new Mason 
Street bridge, for which many 
throughout the stat~ credit 
him with forcing a change in 
state law to allow for bridge 
bonding; Gregby urban re-

newal, which he revived when 
becoming mayor and worked 
on continually throughout the 
years. 

Through the Alliance of Cit· 
les, Tilleman was influ ntial 
In passage of a state law re­
vising state• aid to help prop­
erty taxpayers. 

He also frequently called or 
wrote letters to Byrnes, Nel­
son, Proxmire and other na­
tion a I legislators, urging fed­
era I revenue sharing. 

Just this year, in February, 
the mayor was the recipient 
of the B'nai B'rith Broth­
erhood Award for his "force­
ful role" in passage of a local 
open housing ordinance in 
1969. His "outstanding efforts 
to promote brotherhood" in 
genera l were also cited, wi th 
special mention of his han­
dling of student antiwar dem­
onstrations downtown in the 
spring of 1970. 

Dedicated Leader, Warm P.erson 
A dedicated leader and a 

warm, sensitive person were 
some of the words used to de­
scribe Mayor Donald Tilleman 
following his witimely death 
in New York today. 

Public officials at both the 
state and local levels who had 
worked with Tilleman during 
his seven years as mayor of 
Green Bay called him a dedi­
cated public servant who will 
be missed by the city he so 
ably served. 

But in a time often marked 
by strife between local com­
munit ies and nearby campus­
es. perhaps the most telling 
statement about Tilleman's 
leadership came from univer­
sity sources. 

"Donald Tilleman was the 
best friend this university 
had," said Ch ncellor Ed rd 
Weidner of UWGB. 

"In his official capacity as 
mayor, he h lped In lnnumer· 
able ways to establi h a Uni­
versity of Wisconsin campus 
in Green Bay a11d to nourish It 
continually - even to this 
day." 

"But it was in his capacity 
as a warm and sensitive hu· 
man being that we valued him 
most highly," the chan llor 
said. "Literally hundreds of 
UWGB students. faculty and 
staff members thought of Don­
a Id Tilleman as a personal 
friend ." 

The chancellor said that "no 
public event at the university 
seemed complete without his 
presence. No major decision 
involving the university In its 
external affairs was rompl te 
until we had his advice. For 
UWGB, h was a founding fa­
ther, a wise coun llor and a 
warm fri nd." 

Expr s.~lons of grief and 
words of praise for the mayor 

poured in from throughout the 
state. Here are some of the 
comments: 

Robert Warren 
"I am shocked and grieved 

to learn of the unexpected 
passing of a long-time friend 
and a dedicated public ser­
vant," said State Atty. Gen. 
Robert Warren. 

"When I was in the Senate I 
always found him most active 
in any Green Bay cause, and 
his efforts were instrumental 
in the creation of the Univer­
si ty of Wisconsin-Green Bay." 

Donald Holloway 
Brown County Executive 

Donald J. Holloway said he 
was "saddened and shocked 
with word of Mayor Tille­
man's death." 

"I've known Don for years," 
he commented, "and, d spite 
the fact that we did not al­
ways agree on the area's 
problems and their solutions, I 
always respected his devotion 
to community and public af­
fairs ." 

When Tilleman served on 
the Brown County Board prior 
to becoming mayor, Holloway, 

who was clerk of courts at the 
time, recalled that "he was 
one of its most respected 
members." 

Elmer Barrette 
Brown County Board Chair­

man Elmer Barrette, who, as 
a member of the city council. 
also served under Tilleman, 
said the mayor would be "re­
membered" and "missed" by 
"all who served und r him." 

"The enormous strain of po­
litical endeavor has taken 
from us a fine gentleman, a 
dedicated public official , a 
dedicated religious and family 
man ," Barrette comm nted. 

"lie will be missed by all 
f o r h i s courtesy. under­
standing and. most of all, his 
calmness under all circum­
stances," he added. " I really 
never remember him ever 
getting upset." 

F.J. Euclide 
Hearing of Mayor Tille­

man 's death, "came as such a 
shock," according to F. J . Eu­
clide, public works director. 
"I had always believed him to 
be In good health." 

Euclide said he and the 

mayor had been associated 
for 18 ~ears. 

"This news is so hard to be­
ll v . " he said. "I've known 
th mayor for years. I knew 
him as an alderman and 
worked with him closely as 
mayor." 

Henry Maler 
Said Milwaukee Mayor HelJ· 

ry Maier: 
"The sudden and untimely 

death of Mayor Tilleman 
comes as a shock to all of us 
who knew him not only as an 
outstanding leader locally and 
statewide, but as a fine person 
with a great love for his com­
munity. 

"Mayor Tilleman was an ar­
ticulate spokesman for the cit­
ies, and, in hi pursuit of 
progress, always took a sin­
cere approach and guided the 
forces of moderation. 

"Over the years as a mem­
ber of the Wisconsin Alliance 
of Cities. and then as its presi­
dent, Mayor Tilleman was al­
ways a calm, r asonable, per­
suasive and Intelligent leader. 

"The people of Green Bay 
and the state in general have 
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BurgoYne Acting Mayor 
Harris Burgoyne, pr Id nt 

of th Gre n Bay City Coun­
cil, has assumed th rol of 
acting mayor in the wake of 
Mayor Donald 'I'illeman's sud­
den death in N w York City 
thi morning. 

Burgoyne, 61. elected coun­
ci I head In April. said he 
would a· um the job Imme­
diately hut did not indicate 
yet whether h would tak It 
on as a full -tim job. 

Mayor Tilleman's present 
term does not expir until 
April 1975, and it wHI be up to 
the council to determine if 
Burgoyne will fill out the re­
mainder of th term or if a 
special election 11111 be rail d. 

City Atty. Enin Doepke 
said that no action will be tak­
en by the council today. 

" ! hope to have el'eryone's 
cooperation m carrying on in 

place of a man of Mayor Tille­
man 's worth," said Bugoyne. 
"! will serve as acting mayor 
now, but thrre are many 
things to ronsld r before tak­
ing on the job full time. I 
must con ·ider my family and 
my employer. This is a period 
of grief, and I must give these 
things a lot of thought." 

Burgoyne is purchasing 
ag nt for the L.D. Schreiber 
Chees Company. 

I 



Friday, Dec. 8, 1972 

Tilleman -Bridge 
Proposal Endorsed 

If the full Green Bay City Council follows th·e 
recommendation of one of its committees the new 
Mason Street bridge over the Fox River will be called 
the Don A. Tilleman Memorial Bridge. 

The improvement and service committee 
recommended that Thursday night, unanimously and 
with no discussion, after reading a request from former 
Aid. Clarence Vandermus, a longtime political 
associate and friend of the late mayor. 

Tilleman was instrumental through personal contact 
with state legislators, fellow state mayors, and the 
Alliance of Cities, of which he was president, in the state 
passing a bridge bonding law. 

Prior to that law, only $200,000 a year was available 
for bridge building. Now local and county governments 
can bond for such purposes and also receive state aid. 

The Mason Street bridge, one of the first to be started 
under this arrangement, is being funded by the state, 
county and Green Bay. each contributing about 
one-third of the approximately $21 million cost. 


