
Pulaski Honors Man ol Year 
Charles Segall receives award from 

J. Michael Mamocha 

Charles Segall Honored 
As Pulaski's Man of Year 

PULASKI (PG) - Charles Se- Segall retired in 1966 and lives 
1all wu named Pulaski's •Man at 1124 Cass St. In Green Bay. 
of the Year' Tuesday night. In other business, Marnocha , 

Introduced the new ph)'llclan, 1 

Se1all who lmmlaratad from Dr. Ricardo Ruatla, to the vil· 
Poland to Pulaald In 1914 found· lage. 
ed ont of the vfllage'1 largest Dr. Rustla began his practice 
1tore1. In Pulaski about a week ago. He 

In maldn1 the annual cham· wu formerly with the McDo· 
b<'r of commerce award, Pre~l· nald Clinic In Winneconne. 
dent J. Michael Mamocha re· Marnocha al.so Introduced the · 
counted how Segall began his chamber's new officers: Donald 
business by walking from farm Marnocha, president; Ron Ult· 
to fann with his goods In a Bult· mer, vice president and Harold 
cue. Seaall, aecretaey. 

' 
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Cleereman Plant 
J>11l'C'llilS4' of (}IP ('lt 1f'l'4'1lt:lll l llilt11'P, nppllm1c•ps i llld l'l'OC'( 1riN1 

h11ildi11g HI fi()I Jt'l1111hc'lh :;;1, hy thP ('i!Sf'. I h• ('XIH'<'IS lo crn-
wilh pln11s lo opt'JI ct chseom1I )Jloy i5 pPl'MHI~. 

1111cl sa l\llJ'I' sf< l'f', have ht•c•n 8P~a ll abo OJ>('l 'tt h• a sn lvai:~ 
:u111ou1wPd by llumld 8PJ:ttll, stm·p in I 1111i1sl<i H~ an 111111<' to 
Pnlnsl i. thr dPpitl'lflH'nl . ton•. l1Nrnluul-

8c'u11ll i. lhr OWllf'I' clll< f OJU' I' ly, Ju• s.iid hf' plitllS lo OJ><'ll U 

utor or thP S<'~Ull J)c'plll'llllC'HI dt'J>l ll' ftllC'lll store~ ill CrCC'tl Bay. 
SlorC', Pul:isl I, wht'l'<" h<" hm; 'l'h<' Cle romnn huilclinl! ha~ 
JJppn n h11s i11< ssman fo1· tl1C' past :~u.ooo :-1q11111·~ f<1rl or warehouse 
2f> yr:u·.s. ~Pat'P mul m1olhrr 10,000 squul'e 

SC'gnll • uid h<1 i111C'nc1s to oprn f ct or oJfir<' space'. 
n ch~C'ount nnd salvage store nt 11<1 iutPnds to ui-:C' t1U 1ht' warr.-
1hr Gr<'<'n B:1y loc•ntion Dec. l !'i. house' spill'<\ but expects to 

Mrrdm ndis~ will in dude fur- lt'aAC' off it'<' splH'C'. 

'flw JN'r<'nHm bu11cling for .. 
JlH'J'iy housrcl ClN't·rmun Mu~ 
ddnr 'J'ool 'o., a Grc'<'n Bay 
husin<'SS for· ()() yr.ut·s. 

'rh" lecrcman f arnily sold 
11ll' lms111rs.s to Sarnnuc Ma-

1 chin" o. of Benton l lnrbor, 
Mich., m 1935, which in 1urn 
sold to Kearney & Treck(\r 
Corp., WC'st AlJis, in April 1967. ' 
K&T movMl the CJ<'<'rcman op­
C'ralions 10 RttC'ine- in .fanuat·y 
1970. 

Al one lime, Clccrflman had • 
annual snlc. of $3.5 million and 
mploycd 160 per on". 
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Segall 
continues 
his family 
business 
By Peg Schmeling 
Press-Gazette 

Harold ~egall literally grew up in 
his fanuly's old-time general store 
in Pulaski. 

From there, it was an easy step 
to opening Segall's Saving Center, 
a discount food store at 601 :Eliza­
beth St. in Green Bay, in 1971. 

Segall's Department Store in Pu­
laski, which had been started bv his 
father, Charles, was in the family 
more than 50 years. 

Harold Segall, 58, recalls spend­
ing much of his time in the store 
"from day one." 

After high school, he earned a 
business degree from Marquette 
University in Milwaukee, then re­
turned to the family business. In 
1966, he bought the department 
store from his father. It carried 
men's and women's clothing, soft­
ware, furniture and a little bit of 
everything. 

Segall and two other investors 
also ownl'd another discount opera­
tion, Rolear Inc., in Oconto for a 
while in the 1960s. He sold that 
operation before opening the Green 
Bay store. 

After several vears in the dis­
count department store business, 

Shop talk 
Segall found he was acquiring more 
merchandise than the Pualski area 
could handle, so he decided it was 
time to go to a larger place. 

He looked at the 50,000-square­
foot building at Elizabeth and Elm 
streeL<; for a year before he bought 
it. When ht1 opened, he had about 
six employees. Now there are 32 
full- and part-time workers. 

The business was run much as 
the one in Pulaski, with more em-

Press-Gazette photo by Ken Be:hrer.d 
Discount foods: Harold Segall, left, owner of Segall's Saving 
Center, checks inventory lists with store manager Tony 
Kraszewski. 

phasis on food. It featured mer­
chandise acquired at a bargain, 
from . ources such as insurance 
claims, overproduction and rail­
road and warehouse surpluses. 

Tony Kraszewski, who worked 
with Charles Segall in the Pulaski 
store when he was in high school, 
returned to the Segall business. 
The staff also includes Mike Segall, 
Harold's son. 

Segall closed the Pulaski store in 
1979. Meanwhile, business contin­
uoo to grow in the "big yellow 
building," as the Green Bay facility 
came to be known. 

Segall isn't particularly fend of 
the color yellow, but said he 
doesn't plan to change the feature 
which helps people find his store. 

Business volume has doubled in 
the last two years, according to 
Kraszewski. Now, more than 3,000 
customers per week visit the store. 

Segall said his lS the largest such 
discount operation in Wisconsin. 

"Quantity doesn•t scare us," he 
said. "We deal in one case or a 
thousand cases." 

The store carries "whatever we 
think will sel I," Segall said. Howev­
er, he said, sometimes the things he 
thinks will sell aren't the on s 
which do. 

If you would like to submit the 
name of a business for a Shop 
talk story, contact Harry Maier, 
business editor, Green Bay Press­
Gazette, P 0 Box 19430, Green 
Bay, 54307. 
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Se gall's 
big heart 
leaves 
a big void 
Not everyone who 

wanted to pay his 
or her respects to 

Harold Segall got to do 
so last Friday. 

Michael Segall, 
Harold's son, felt bad 
about that. But then he 
said, forcing a weak 
smile, "If we kept it open 
we might still be there." ' 

As it was, 1,200 people 
stopped by Schauer & 
Schumacher Funeral 
Home on Friday morn­
ing. 

The funeral procession 
had 120 vehicles. 

Harold D. Segall died 
Wednesday with his fam­
ily by his side at a local 
hospital. His funeral co­
incided what would have 
been with his 75th birth­
day. 

You can talk to dozens 
of people from different 
walks of life. They're all 
going to tell you pretty 
much the same thing: 
"Harold was a big man 
with a big heart." 

Food store owner 
His domain in Green 

Bay since November 
1971 was Segall's Saving 
Center, a discount food 
store at 601 Elizabeth St. 
that evolved over the 
years from the old 
Cleereman Machine 
Tool Co. building. 

Technically; Mike 
Segall, 45, has owned the 
store since he was 37. 

"Even though I knew I 
was the majority owner, 
my dad still was the 
head honcho," Mike said 
Monday. 

Segall's is 50,000 square 
feet of store that is pretty 
much in a league of its 
own around here. 

Mike calls it "a plain­
Jane store." 

Indeed, it has concrete 
floors with worn-smooth 
railroad tracks, neatly 
stacked shelv.es and lots 
of bargains on beer, soda 
and whatever else can be 
bought to sell at bargain­
basemen t prices. 

For a lot of thrifty 
shoppers, Segall's has 
been a place to find a 
good deal. 

More than that, howev­
er, it was the business es­
tablishment of a man 
who spread a lot of good 
will in an unassuming 
manner. 

"He just took care of 
anybody and anyone " 
his son said. "If ther~ 
was a fire and a house 
burned down and the 
people came in here, he 
made sure they never 
went without." 

Mike Segall said Mon­
day that he's proud to be 
part of his family's lega­
cy. 

"I'm third genera­
tion," he said, mention­
ing that his grandfather. 
Charlie Segall, started h-i 
the retail business in Pu­
laski around 1910. 
Harold ran that business 
for 25 years before start­
ing up in Green Bay. 

"I've been working 
with my dad here since I 
was 13 years old," he 
said, recalling the days 
when he swept floors 
and took out the trash. 

Keeping the tradition 
Mike knows his busi­

ness. He had a great 
mentor. 

"I was ready;" he said 
of taking over the busi­
ness. "But I guess I 
wasn't ready to be put in 
this position.'' 

Mike lost not only his 
father and business part­
ner, he said, but also his 
best friend. 

For the better part of 
the past 27 years, he and 
his dad would meet for 
breakfast at 3:30 a.m., 
Monday through Friday; 
before heading to work. 

As Mike talked about 
the future, he glanced 
over to his father's office, 
which was open but dark. 

"I'm hoping that my 
dad is watching over 
me," he said. 'i\nd we're 
going to keep this going 
for as long as we can." 
Call Tom Perry at (920) 431 -8216 
or e mail him at tperry@greenbay 
pressgazette .corn. 
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