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On the south wall of the 
main reading room in the Kel­
logg Public Library a portrait 
of a dapper 1i ttle man 91ith 
iron grey hair, ruddy com­
plexion and a walrus mous­
tache was hung recently. 
Quite aside from the artistic 
merits of the painting - and 
it's a very fine one-putting 
it there and identifying it 
properly was a long overdue 
tribute to the neerly forgotten 
man to whom the library owes 
w existence. 

Not that the library has ever 
been ungrat.eful or h• forgot­
ten Rufus B. Kellogg. The 
painting, by the once famous 
0 painter of presidents" G.P.A. 
Healy, has been in the same 
room for over 30 years but has 
heretofore been displayed ob­
scurely and without identifi­
cation. 

RufU5 Bela Kellogg didn't 
live in Green Bay very long 
and his active business career 
wu even shorter, but it was 
long enough to perpetuate his 
name in the library and the 
Kellogg-Citizens N a ti o n a 1 
Bank. Less spectacular but 
once equally important to the 
agricu 1 tural lile of the era was 
his work in drastically im­
proving the brc d of farm 
work horses in Northeastern 
Wisconsin. 

Unlike many of h is friends 
and associates, Kellogg didn't 
get a atreet named after him. 
Kellogg S treet on the West 
Side wu named for 90meone 
c1se. 

Kellogg came to Green Bay 
and established the Kellogg 
Nat ional Bank in 1874. He 
wa~ forced into reti rement by 
high blood pressure in 1882 
and died, a v ictim of apo­
plexy, in 1891 at the age of 
54. He packed a lot of accom­
plishme-nt into those 17 years. 
Graduate of Amherst 

Jl(l was born In Amh rst, 
Ma s .• Apri l 1 !) , 1A37, and d i d 
thrre while alt nding a col ­
l 'f{e class r 1union. Wh n he 
,qradunt d in lflfi8 h wat-1 P~· 
icicnt or his cla~s although on 
of 1 t ~ young st m •mb rs. 

An old r brothC'r, A. W. 
K \ ! log~. hnd ~t.abli: hed Osh· 
k ~h ' 4' ru~ t bank in 1852, and 
nf f'r J(raduntion Hu fus joinrd 
him thf\rE' to IC\arn the bnnk· 
in~ hu~d nt•C\s from the ground 
up. If p d id, too. 

K P 11 o I' 1~, n 1 w n y c:; n c n n• r u 1 
ond nn1t y ciregst'r, dPlightNI 
1 n h• I Ii n I' or h 1 !'l 1n tr cl u <' t 1 on 
t n t lw clq•n ifiNI profpc:; c:; ion nf 
h:rnk<•r. Wh n hf- rrport d 
for work th~ fn~ t morning 
t o~~rd cut In ~ t rlprd pnn t ~ . 
mo rn ing c· 1t nnd fl owing 
rrnvRt h i~ brothrr hAn<1N1 
him a broom nnd invitt'Cl htm 
to gr.t crncklng on the floor 
nnci woodrn ~1rlcwnlk o u t 
f ront. 

Followin1 hi• •mi-retire­
ment, Kellogg found time 
heavy on his hands and, so 
the story goes, fell into the 
habit of driving his buggy a­
round the countryside to talk 
to farmers at work. Noting 
the spindly horses most of 
them were forced to use for 
lack of better animal• he de· 
cided to do aomethin1 about 
it. 

He bought a 1,000-a c r e 
farm in Allouez and stocked 
it with blooded French per­
cherons for breedin1. To 
maintain the quality of his 
herd, which soon acquired a 
national r eputation. he made 
annual trips to France to 
purchase prize animals. 

It was on one such trip, in 
1885, that he met Healy, then 
one of the most sought-after 
artists in Paris, and sat for the 
portrait now hanging in the 
library. How the library got 
the painting is a story in itself. 
Library Was Solution 

An active and enthusiastic 
booster of his adopted city. 
Kellogg wanted to see it de­
velop into something other 
than a roughneck sawmill 
and lake port town where cul­
ture was in 1hort supply and 
less demand. His solution was 
a public library. 

Startling as it may seem to­
day, when a public library is 
considered as much a part of 
a community's life as its 
school system, the citizenry 
were not impressed. After 1ev­
eral futile efforts to get the 
project off the ground, Kel· 
logg got it put up for a ref­
erentlum vote in 1886, promis­
ing a l iberal donation if It 
went through. The proposi­
tion was soundly defeated. 

Kellogg could have done the 
. job a lone but he was convinc­

ed that a privately endowed 
library was not the answer. It 
needed publ ic funds and sup­
port to succeed and grow. 
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