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The waman, whose hometown
was not identified, spoke i W

hushed voice throughout the pre
liminary hearing for Lofton, who is
wocused of second-degree sexusl
assault
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Lounge, 417 Pine St., in the sarly

morning hours of Dec. 18, Lofton
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The woman, who didn’t look st

Lafton duning her testime
Lafton led hér from an elevatorto a
stmirwill, pushed her to her knes,
grabbed ber by her hair and forced
her to perform the sex act

who decided 1o
wialve hir aption to close the court

room during testimony, snid
Lafton then walked wway from her
and sld, “So long, sucker, or good

biye, sarker.”
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Assistant [istrict Attornev
Lawrence Lasee lod the woman
through a 25 minute review of the
nlleged incidents. Lofton's sitor
miy, Stophen Glynn, then conduct
od an extensive cross-examination
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She mid she was visiting Groen
Hay from her home sbout 200 miles
away to do some Christmas shop
ping with two friends. The waen
finished shopping st abaut 8 pm.,
visited the bar st the Embassy
Suites Hotel and then went 1o thi
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closing time, the woman testified,
she was standing next to a table
where Lofton was sitting. He then
took her hand and placed it on his
penis, saying “Try this. You'll like
it," the woman testified.

“l told him to knock it off,” the
woman said.

She testified that Lofton
brought her coat to her at closing
time and that they rode down the
same elevator together with a few
other people. But she said the ele-
vator door closed hefore her two
girlfriends could get on. The rest of
the people got off the elevator at
the bottom floor, the woman said,

but she said Lofton pushed a but-
ton to close the door before she
could get off,

She said the door opened a cou-
ple of seconds later, apparently still
at the first floor, and that Lofton
took her arm and led her through a
door and up about two flights of
stairs.

“I said | wanted to go back to the
hotel where my friends were,” the
woman testified.

After the alleged incident, the
woman testified, she was driven
back to her hotel by two people she
met outside the nightclub. She
then notified police, she said.

Lofton appeared in court in a
black suit, sitting a few feet in front
of his wife, Beverly.



