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Kroll’s still a favorite after 50 years

How does a 10 foot-by-10
foot hamburger joint become
a Green Bay institution?

Bite into a Kroll'’s ham-
burger and you'll know how.
The fresh hard roll ... the
charcoal-grilled meat ... the
big gob of butter that spills
over the sides when you bite
into it.

That's the same Kroll's
hamburger they paid a dime
for in that 10-by-10 stand on
East Main Street in 1937.

“And that was a high-
priced hamburger,” laughs
Mrs, Caroline Kroll, who
just last week observed her
50th anniversary in the res-
taurant business. “Most of
'em were only a nickel then.
But the only thing that's
changed is the price. It's the
same hamburger now that it

was then.”

Kroll's today takes its
place as one of three storied
eateries in Green Bay —
ranking alongside Kaap's,
which is no more, and Chili
John's as the vintage stop-
for-a-bite-to-eat places in
town.

But the thing about
Kroll's is its elasticity. The
Kroll name has been at five
different locations since its
beginnings in the old Kustka
Hotel in 1931. Preble Kroll's
came into existence in 1936
— along with the Kroll ham-
burger — in the 1800 biock
of East Mein Street. Then
there was the move to the
Labor Temple in 1939, the
sale of Preble Kroll's (still
called Kroll's, but not part
of the Kroll's operation) in
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married to Caroline’s grand-
daughter, Roberta, operates
the bar. Caroline, 69, will
soon formally sell the whole
operation to them and
Kroll's will formally become
a three-generation business,

“If I sold to a stranger, it
would be a world of differ-
ence,” says Caroline. “But
this way it keeps the name
going.

And it keeps the ham-
burger the same as it was in
1937. And it keeps some-
thing in Green Bay that
counts, because it's identi-
fied with by residents both
present and former.

It gives us one of those
little touchstones many of us
need — a warm feeling a
fast-food chain will never
match.
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1945, the construction of
Kroll's at 509 E. Main St. in
1958, and, finally, the move
to the present location
across from Lambeau Field
on Ridge Road in 1974.

Whew! That Krcll's ham-
burger is a survivor, isn't it?
Actually it's more than a
survivor; it has become suc-
culent but simple sustenance
to thousands of folks from
Green Bay and outlying
areas.

As is true with the birth

of many time-honored in-
stitutions, Kroll's was some-
what of a happenstance.
Caroline Kroll met her hus-
band, Harry — who was a
construction worker on the
George Washington Bridge
project = in her native New
York City and arrived in
Green Bay as Mrs. Harry
Kroll in 1930.

First there was the
Kustka Hotel, which was
more of a boarding house
operation and certainly not

a mammoth place by New
York standards. While Caro-
line prepared full-course
meals for 35 cents, she and
her husband never quit look-
ing.

Their next stop was
Preble Kroll's, and the birth
of the hamburger was to be
the foundation of everything
that was to come. The Kroll
hamburger moved down-
town and gained new fans,
In 1958, it moved into a
brand new restaurant and
really got rolling. Two addi-
tions and 16 years later, it
fell prey to the Gregby Plan
and was razed.

To move again, or retire?
Harry, who passed away in
1976, and Caroline Kroll
were faced with a tough
choice. But the family en-

tered into the ultimate deci-
sion to build a new place on
the West Side. There was
daughter Pat (Vander Per-
ren), who had worked in the
restaurant since she was 12,
And there were grandchil-
dren ready to inject new
youth and vigor into the
operation.

“Harry and 1 were split
on that,” says Caroline. “He
wanted to retire then, and |
wanted to keep going. As it
turned out, I was right. It
was hard to leave that place
downtown. But everyone
said we should have a Kroll's
on the West Side, and we fi-
nally did.”

Now, Pat runs the restau-
rant and Mike Wier, who is
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Caroline Kroll, right, and her daughter, Pat Van-
der Perren, at work in the kitchen of Kroll's.



