Sales declining for leaded gasoline

By Neil Comish
Proas-Garette

Sales for leaded gasoline have
dropped considerably in the last
vear, with one major company dis-
continuing leaded fuel sales
altogether,

In February, the Amoco Corp.
discontinued marketing leaded
fuel, according to Mike Meyer,
owner of University Amoco, 1465
Lniversity Ave. Meyer wdmﬂi‘ﬂ
ny reports showed that leaded fuel
only accounted for about 15 per-
cent of totnl sales

“Ower the past two years, our gas
had Little lead in it," Meyer said. In
4 short time, leaded fuel will be in
“very limited” supply, he said.

The increase in the number of
cars requinng unleaded fuel has
heen cited as the cause of leaded
fuel's declining sales, with

the nsing cost of producing
fuel.

“By the end of this year, we'll
probably still have leaded fuel, but
by next summer, probably not,”
sgid Paul Lasee, owner of Flul_'n
Service Center, 519 St In
D¢ Pere. “It hasn't been a big seller
for the last two-and-a-halfl years.”

Jeff Woelr, owner of Jeff's Mara-
thon, 1372 E. Mason Et,ﬂld lead-
#d gas sccounts for only 10 percent
to 15 percent of his business’ sales.
“It wouldn't be too great a loss” if
he was unable to sell the fuel, he
said.

“It’s dropping off simply because
there's more cars that take unlead-
ed fuel,” Woelz said. Most of his
leaded gasoline sales now come
from motorcycle and boal owners,
he sawd.

The Clean Air Act of 1970 man-
dated a 90 percent cut inautomo-
bile pollution, said Martha Casey,
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) spokeswoman. Car makers

accomplished this by adding cata-
Iytic converters to automobiles, de-
vices that only work with unleaded
gasoline.

Lead’s main function in gasoline
is to boost octane levels, in addition
to acting &= an engine lubricant.
Today, lead has to be added to
gasoline mixtures to create leaded
gas, which makes it more expensive
than unleaded.

Should leaded fuel be eliminat-
ed, cars buyers requinng lead fuel
will need to mix a lead additive
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Less lead: Marathon gas station owner Jeff Mike Van Lanen are not selling much leaded
Woelz, seated, and mechanic/attendant gas at the station, 1372 E. Mason St

with unleaded gasoline whenever
they fill up their tank.

Lasee said most stations carry
leaded gasoline “as a convenience
to their customers.”

“"Mast of the major manufsctur-
ers said that once leaded fuel be-
came less than 10 parcent of sales,
they're going to discontinue,” he
said.

“It costs more to carry regular
fuel,” Lasee said. “In fact | stopped
at & station in Madison that didnt
have it at all, because the profit
margin wasn't there.”

Jim Halron, Halron Ol Co. man-
ager, said that stopping leaded fuel
production would not have any
large impact.

1 think it will be unnoticed,” he
said of leaded fuel's passing. “For
the most part it will be business as
usual.”

meveral ol refiners have an-
nounced plans to cease marketing
leaded fuel, said spokeswoman Ca-
sey. However, talk of leaded gaso-
line's immediate disappearance
may be premature.

The EPA tentatively proposed
in 1985 that leaded fuel be banned
by January 1988, she said, pending
analysis of the impact.

Tests have shown that a ban on

leaded fuel would have a signifi-
cant impact on farming because
:;nu::h farm machinery uses leaded
uel.

“Farm equipment would indeed
suffer significant valve damage” by
using unleaded fuel, Casey said.
Also, lead additives mixed with un-
leaded fuel have thus far proved
unmunfn:-tnn on farm equpment.

"l"i's., it will hurt on the farming
end,” said Dennis Westerfeld, vice
president for Westerfeld Oil Co.
The company would be “hesitant
to switch” to offering only unlead-
ed fuel, he said, considering that
{arming accounts for 30 percent of
its business,

Norb WVan Hulst, petroleum
manager for the Progressive Farm-
ers Co-op, De Pere, agreed that
lemd fuel won't be going anywhere
in the near future.

“1 don't think you'll see it gone
in the next three vears ™ he said.

Leaded gasoline makes up about
40 percent of the company’s sales,
he said, adding that the company

sells to & lot of farmers and buila-

ing contractors.

“Lead additives haven't proved
themselves yet,” he said. “Some are
fairly good, hut some are a waste of
money.



