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---Sales foe l.aded guoline have 
dropped considerably in the lut 
) 'e&J'. with ooe major company dig.. 
continuing leaded fuel sales 
altogether. 

In f'ebni.uy, the Amoco Co<p. 
discontinued ma.rketi_ng leaded 
fuel, •....-ding to Mike Meyer, 
owner of University Amoco, 1465 
1;n1veroity Ave. Meyer said COlllJl*­
ny ~•bowed that lead«! fuel 
only aooounted for about 15 per­
cent or tolAI a&J111-

"0ver tho put two yean, our gag 
had little leod in it," Meyer r;aid. In 
a short time. leeded fuel will be in 
"very limited" supply, be said. 

The in<rease in the number of 
car.< ~ring unleeded fuel bu 
b.."" citod as the cause of leaded 
fucl'a d<!clininc sales, along with 
the rising coot of producing leaded 
fuel. 

"By the end of this yeu, we11 
probably •till have leaded fuel, but 
by next •wnmer, probably not," 
said Poul Lasee, owoer of Paul's 
Service Center, 519 0-ge St. in 
De P..e. "It ha_"°'t been a big aeller 
for the lall two-and-a-half years." 

JeffWoel•. ownerof Jeff's Mara­
thon. 1372 E. Mason St.,aaid lead­
ed gas accounts for only 10 percent 
10 IS pucenl of hia busineea' aales. 
''It wouldn"t be too IJ'!'ll a I°""" if 
tw was unable to sell the fuel, he 
said. 

"lt"s droppi.ng off simply because 
there"• m0<e can that take unlead· 
ed fu<i,'' Woel• oaid. Moot of his 
leeded guolinc aaler; now come 
'""" moton:ycle and boel ownen, 
he so.id. 

The Clesn Air Act of 1970 man· 
dated a 90 pen:<nt cut inautomo­
bile pollution, said Martha Casey, 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) apokcowornao. Cu makers 

"'--~o by MMy A. -Less lead: Marathon gas station owner Jeff Mike Van Lanen are not selling much leaded 
Woetz, seated, and mechanic/ attendant gas at the station, 1372 E. Mason St. 

accompliahed this by adding cata­
lytic coov...un to automobilca, de­
viooa that only work with unleaded 
(MOiine. 

Leacl"s main function in gasoline 
la to booot octane levels, in addition 
to acting u an engine lubricanL 
Today, load has to be added lo 
gasoline miJtut"6 10 CT1!ete leaded 
gas, which makes it more expesl.S:ive 
than unleaded. 

Should leaded fuel be eliminat­
ed, cars buyers requiring lead fuel 
will nead to mix a lead additive 

with unleaded gasoline whenever 
they fill up ther tank. 
1- said moot otations carry 

leaded gasoline '"as a convenience 
to their customers. .. 

'"M06t of the mllior manufectur­
ers said that once leaded fuel be­
came 1 ... than 10 percent of aales, 
they"re going 10 di8cotitinue,"' he 
said. 

'"It coots more 10 carry ttgular 
fuel,"" 1-said. ""lo fact I stopped 
at a station in Madison that didn"l 
have it at all. because the profit 
m&rgin wun "t there." 

Jim Halron, Halrcn Oil Co. man· 
,,..,, Mid that •topping leaded fuel 
iJ<Oduction would not have any 
large impACt. 

··1 think it will be unnoticed," he 
said of leaded fuel"• pessing. "For 
the moot part it will be bwlin""' u -.. . usu .. . 

Several oil refiners have an· 
nounced plans to c-... marketint 
leaded fucl, said spokcowoman Qi. 
r,ey. However, talk of leaded gaso­
line's immediate disappearance 
may be premature. 

The EPA tMtatively propooed 
in 1985 that leaded fuel be banned 
by January 1988, she said, pending 
analysis of the impact_ 

'1'<6U hav•ahown that a ban on 

leaded fuel would have a signifi­
cant impact on farming becauoe 
much farm machinery use6 leaded 
fucl. 

"Farm equipment would indeed 
suffer significant valve damage'" by 
using unleaded fuel, Casey said. 
A1ao, lead additives mixed with un· 
leaded fuel have thus rar proved 
unsatWac:tory on farm equipment. 

··veo, it will hurt on the fanning 
eod,'" Mid Denni$ Weoterfeld, vice 
president for Wftlterfeld Oil Co. 
The company would be "hesitant 
to switch"' to offering only unlead· 
ed fuel. he said, C<ln.lidering that 
(arming ..,,,.unts for 30 per<:ml or 
its ))ugin(RL 

Norb Van Hubt, petroleum 
manag.,. (or the Prog1eosive Farm· 
era Co-op, De Pere, agRed that 
lead fuel ,.-on "t be going anywhere 
in the nev future. 

'"I don"t thil\k you'll see it gone 
in the n .. 1 three years," he said. 

Leaded guoline makes up about 
40 peroan or the company's aalt!ll, 
he said, adding that the company 
,..11g to a lot of farmers and hllild· 
ing COOtraclorg. 

"Lead additiv111 haven't proved 
lhemaelvM yet." he oaid. ""Som. are 
fairly good, but l!Ollle are a waste of 
money." 


