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Re~embering the laughter 
Fans share 
memories 

. of longtime 
I entertainer 
I 

1 BY NEIL RHINES 
Herald Times Reporter 

TWO RIVERS - Mark 
Heller never saw Carnac 
the Magnificent in person, 
but it didn't take a magician 
to tum him into a lifelong 

' Johnny Carson fan. 
The president of WTRW 

Radio in Two Rivers has 
Carson books, autographed 
photos, records by band 
leaders Doc Severinsen and 
Tommy Newsom, a video 
collection and a cabinet full 
of coffee mugs with Car­
son's Midwestern grin, but 
there is one item Heller par­
ticularly prizes. 

He said one of the mugs 
in his collection was actual­
ly on Carson's desk during 
the shows. How he got the 
mug is rather mysterious, 
but apparently it had somrr 
thing to do with a friend of 
a friend who knew some 
guy ... A friend pulled some 
strings and the mug made it 
into Heller's collection. 

Heller became a Carson 
fan for the same reason mil­
lions of others did during 
his three decades of making 
America laugh on "The 
Tonight Show." 

"He was a consistent en­
tertainer," Heller said. 

Carson took over "The 
Tonight Show" from retired 
Jack Paar on Oct. l, 1962, 
and was the latrrnight voice 
of America for the next 30 
years. 

Heller, while living in 
California for a brief time, 
made it to the live Carson 
show about 20 times. He 
didn't see any huge stars on 
those occasions, but said 
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Mark Heller sits next to his collection of Johnny Carson memorabilia at his home in Two Rivers, including 
autographed pictures of the longtime entertainer and a coffee mug that Heller said was used on "The Tonight 
Show." carson died Sunday at age 79. 

the good jokes would surely 
be repeated the following 
day. 

''Carson was where 
America used to go for 
their watercooler jokes the 
next day," Heller said. "He 
was it." 

Even when those jokes 
were aimed at Manitowoc, 
retired Manitowoc County 
Sheriff Tom Kocourek said 
people laughed and felt 
honored to be named by 
the King of Late Night Telrr 
vision. 

Kocourek didn't recall 
the exact date the joke was 
made, but in the mid 1970s 
Carson was reported to 
have said that the world's 
worst drivers were in Mani­
towoc, Wis. 

"I guess small communi­
ties like ours just have to 
laugh and enjoy the mo­
ment that we were chosen 
to be poked fun at by John­
ny Carson," Kocourek said. 
"Like everything he did, it 
was all in fun." 

Many people would 
seem to agree. 

According to the Mani­
towoc Public Library ref er­
en ce desk, the four-video 
set, "Johnny Carson: His 
Favorite Moments," was 
checked out more than 100 
times in the past year. It 
was not available Monday. 

"The books and videos 
will likely circulate now 
that he's back in the limrr 
light, unfortunately, be­
cause of his death," said 

King of Late Night highlights 
THE GREAT CARSONI: From 1962-1992, Johnny 
Carson was considered the most powerful single 
performer on television, promoting new talent and 
earning millions for himself and his network. 
SOME CARSON CHARACTERS: Camac the 
Magnificent, mystical answer-question man; Aunt 
Blabby, testy senior citizen; Carswell the Psychic, fake 
soothsayer; Faharishi, Indian yogi; and Floyd A. Turbo, 
super-patriotic editorial rebutter. 
AWARDS: Four Emmy Awards, induction into the 
Academy of Television Arts & Sciences Hall of Fame, 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom and the Kennedy 
Center Lifetime Achievement Award. 
Source: The Associated Press 

Rachel Muchin Young, 
public relations supervisor 
at the library. 

Another video, "Wild 
About Animals," featuring 
Carson's on-air exploits with 

animals from reptiles to elrr 
phants, had been checked 
out 21 times. A number of 
biographies and autobiogra­
phies about the entertainer 
are also available. 

What is your 
favorite memory 

of Carson? 
. "Wh"en he 

brought in 
one of my 
favorite co­
medians, 
Robin 
Williams. 
That was 
the best 
ever." 

Mark Bui, 20, Manitowoc 

"I do re­
member 
Camac 
{the Mag­
nificent). 
That's my 
only vivid 
memory." 

Mike Maher, 29, Clarks Mills 

"I don't re­
member 
anything 
specific, 
but it was 
something 
nice to 
watch late 
at night." 

Faye Shamrock, 80, 
Manitowoc 

"Just that 
he was 
funny. I 
watched 
him all the 
time." 

Nicole Carver, 40, 
Manitowoc 

"I'm not old 
enough." 

Bob Johnston, 17, 
Manitowoc 


