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Hamachek retires 
after 50 years in 
family business 
By Peg Schmeling 
Press-Gazette 

Frank Harnachek Ill is sett ling into retirement 
after a career of more than 50 years with the family 
business, the r'rank Hamachek Machine Co. of 
Kewaunee. 

He retired at the end of March from the con1pa­
ny founded by his grandfather, Frank Hamnchek 
Sr ., in 1880. 

He was president for 36 years and was the tlrird 
generation to run the Kewaunee b11sinMS, which 
makes food processing machinery. 

It was sold to H & K Inc. of Waukesha in 1986. 
Hamachek stayed on durir\g the transition period 
after the sale. He was succeeded a.11 president by 
John M. Wallace, who had been chief engineer for 
27 yea.rs. 

Hamachek, 71, grew up in Kewaunee and spent 
his entire profasional career i1l thf family business. 

Prof lie 

He began Ly working in the plant during summer 
vacations from high school. 

Summer vacations from college were sy>ent Eier­
vicing pea viners in the Midwest. 

After earning his degree in mcctlanical engineer­
ing from the University ·of W.isconsin·Madiaon in 
1938, he went into the business full time. At that 
time, his father, Frank Hamachek Jr., was pre.~­
dent. He had taken over after the death of the 
founder, ~'rank Sr., in 1935. 

Frank II l took over as president after the death 
of his father in 1952. He became sole owner in 1959. 

Under his clirection, the firm continued to spe­
cialize in equipment for harvesting peas and lima 
beans. He also directed the company's er1try into 
the manufacture of equipment used inside the food 
processing plant. 

A tireless volunteer, llamachek has been in­
volved with the Boy Scouts for more than 60 years. 

"l was a Boy Scout when I was 1:1. youngster and J 
never left it," he said. 

He's a member of the Bay Lakes Advisory Coun­
cil, chairman of the ship committee for Sea Scout 
Ship Bay Verte 541 of Green Bay, scouting coordi­
nator for 'l'roop 126 of Kewaunee and a member of 
the nominating committee for the Voyageur 
District. 

He served as a Kewaunee city alderman for six 
years during the 1940s and was active in the 
Kewaunee Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club 
and Congregational Church. He1s also been in orga­
nizations in the food processing industry. 

Harnachek and hls wife, Bette, lived in 
Kewaunee until about 10th years ago when they 
moved to Green Bay. They lived two houses apart 
on the same street in Kewaunee when growing up. 
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SO-year career: Frank Hamachek Ill , the 
third generation of the family to run the 
Frank Hamachek Machine Co. of Ke­
waunee, has retired after working for the 
company for more than 50 years. 

They have four children, fto.q,q, J .aunr. John and 
Holly. 

Hamachek docks hib 20-foot Hailboet at ~~agle's 
Nest during the surnmElr and swls primarily 1n 
(irecn Ray. 

If you would like to submit the name of a business 
person for a profile story, contact Harry Maier, 
business editor, Green Bay Press-Gazette, P.O. Box 
19430, Green Bay, Wis 54307. 
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Cel bratin that hi 
claim, tonn r mpl y 
and engin ers of th c m­
pany that put Kcwaun e on 
th international a 'ricultun1l 
manufacturing rnap gath­
ered 1;1turday at H ritage 
Fann in Kewaun aunty 
to take pan in a Frank 
Ham chek M chine Co. . 
reunion. 

The reunion's. eed \Vas 
planted in 1997. when 
Klockncr/Hamachek sold 
its pea and Jin1a bean har­
\e~ting operation to a Clear 
Lake company - empty-
i ng 1t\ archive~ of photo' 
and bu,1ne'' records by 
donattng a treasure tro\e 
of mcn1orabilia to the 
Kewaunee-based hi~tori­
cal foundation. Agricultural 
Heritage and Re,ource\. 

··when the company 
closed, Klockner Machine 
Co. offered us just boxes 
and boxes of memorabilia, 
photos and information. and 
that·~ really how it started," 
said AHR Secretary Voni 
Kinjerski. 

The reunion commemo­
rated the I 0-year anniver-
ary of Hamachek Machine 

Co.\ closure, an event that 
marked the end of one of 
Kewaunee County's longest­
running and most widely 
renowned manufacturing 
firms. 

The idea behind the 
1 

ry 

Photo by Jessica La Plante-W1 gren 
Dale Swoboda of Kewaunee's historic preservation 
group, Agriculture Heritage and Resources Inc., stood 
near the early handiwork of the world-renowned Frank 
Hamachek Machine Co .. one of Kewaunee's best-known 
and longest-running manufacturing firms. Founded in 
1880 by Frank Hamachek Sr.. the company manufac­
tured pea harvesting equipment until 1997. 

after dark one summer eve­
ning in a Hamachek com­
bine that was lit up as bright 
as a ballpark. Mr. Peot was 
stopped by a con~ternated 
Green Bay police officer 
who demanded to kno\\ 
what the heck he wa<i driv­
ing and whether he had a 
license to operdte it. Mr. 
Peot assured the officer 
that he didn,t need a license 
because it wa\ an agricul­
tural implement. 

Representing a techno­
logical breakthrough in pea 
harvesting technology, the 
self-propelled combines 
were an uncommon ight at 
the time. 

'Thi was a self-pro· 
pelled; this thing is on it 
own," Mr. Peot said. 'That's 
why nobody knew what it 
was." 

Mr. Peot said the com­
pany's employees were 
responsible for taking the 
machines on their maiden 
voyage's, making certain 
they were up to nuff and 
performing as expected. 
which often challenged 
employees to make use of 
their mental faculties and 
mechanical skills. Manufac­
turing and test-driving com­
bines was never boring work 
and included its share of 
hazards, such as the danger 
of flipping over combines 
during cross-country treks. 

Mr. Peot shared his sur-

real experience driving 
behind a Hamachek. com­
bine driven by a company 
salesman and watching in 
shock a~ the combine rolled 
over when its driver inched 
too clo ·e to a .. soft houl­
der·, on a. teep embank­
ment: Though the employee 
recovered from the incident, 
the vignette went to show 
that engineering and manu­
facturing farming equip­
ment isn't for the faint of 
heart. 

Engineer Les Wilkens 
joined Hamachek in 1965, 
the same year the company 
marketed it~ first self-pro­
pelled. hydro tatic com­
bine. Mr. Wilkens enjoyed 
belonging to a corps of 
engineers that were quite lit­
erally breaking new ground. 

uThis was the pea har­
vesting place," Mr. Wilkens 
said. "Before the patents ran 
out, (Hamachek and Co.) 
were the only ones who 
were able to manufacture 
thee machine to thresh 
peas." 

He said he enjoyed work­
ing for Hamachek because it 
gave him the opportunity to 
spend his days at the tech­
nological forefront of an 
industry, engaging his tal­
ents and creative instincts 
to shape the direction of his 
company's future and agri­
cultural engineering as a 
whole. 

r 
For mor Inform - on 
about the H1m __ ch 
M chi _ e Co. lhlstorlcal 
exhl it, v It 
1grlculturelh r _ _ ge.org 
or call (92,0I 388-0604. 
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thi~ ne 
machi th t uld gi it 
sa1 (appeal),'' Mr. Wilken 
. aid. 

Bet n 1935 and 1975, 
Hamachek manufa twed 
5.000 tati nary pea vin rs. 
Th company creat d a f ul I 
lin of lf-propeJled pea 
harv ting combin and 
patented and manufactured 
com hu ke • in feede 
and a vari ty of other agri­
cultural implements . 

Though much has 
changed ince those early 
day of fabricating proto­
type parts and te ting top-
ecret new machines on a 

nearby farm, much continu­
ity remains in the Kewaunee 
County landscape. The 
19th-century buildings that 
once housed the machine 
company always will 
proudly bear the Hamachek 
name. Now owned by the 
Kewaunee Renaissance 
Company~ the buildings 
recently were renovated into 
a commune for artists and 
craftsmen, once· again serv­
ing as an epicenter of cre­
ativity and innovation. 

Ending Saturday's Ham­
achek Reunion on a nostAI­
gic note, former company 
employees were transported 
by bus to the newly chris­
tened Hamachek Village, 
where they were treated to 
a special group tour of their 
former workplace. 

Much like that restored 
architectural legacy; the oral 
histories captured on video­
tape during the Hamachek 
reunion also will become 
a permanent community 
resource. After the exhibit is 
taken down, the entire col­
lection - including scale 
models, sales book samples, 
photo albums, calendars 
and other bits of miscellany 
- will be catalogued by the 
Kewaunee County Histori­
cal Society. 


