
July 18, 1990 

Out-of-hand Greenleaf 
picnic nets 8 arrests 
By Gary Dodge 
Press-Gazette 

Fights at the Greenleaf Fire 
Department picnic - like one 
thRt injure-rl fnnr polic-e-mPn 
and led to eight arrests Sunday 
- are getting out-of-hand and 
have to be controlled, Brown 
County Sheriff Leon Pieschek 
said this morning. 

"It's happened year after 
year. I've been having difficul­
ty getting deputies to work 
there," Pieschek said. 

Arrested at the picnic were 
Jill T. Van de Hey, 19, rural De 
Pere, underage drinking; Ka­
ren A. Carter, 22, Kaukauna, 
disorderly conduct; Todd W. 
Gilson, 18, Greenleaf, underage 
drinking, disorderly conduct, 
resisting arrest and carrying a 

Please see Flght/A-2 Press-Gazette map by Joe Heller 



D Fight 
concealed weapon described as a 
hand-sized lead pipe; Tobin P. Gil­
son, 18, Greenleaf. disorderly con­
duct. and Thomas R. Gilson, 41, 
Greenleaf, disorderly conduct and 
resisting arrest. 

Also, Darren J. Cornelissen, 23, 
Route 4, Kaukauna, disorderly 
conduct, battery to a police officer 
and resisting arrest; Thomas J. Ka­
lie-,, Greenleaf, rusorderly conduct 
and resisting arrest, and Jack E. 
Cornelissen, 39, Route 4, Kau­
kauna. disordel'ly conduct and re­
'."listi ng arrest. 

Four deputies were injured 
when police tried to break up the 
picnic at Firemen's Park after five 
people complained to police, Capt. 
Frank Tomchek said. 

Deputies T1m Maloney, Ed 
Janke and Donald Stewart were 
treated for bumps and bruises at 

t. Vmcent Hospital and released, 
Capt. Ted Van Rossum said. The 
name of a special deputy who also 
wa slightly injured was unavail­
able this morning. 

Pieschek said he planned to 
meet with Greenleaf area officials 
to find a olution 

People became unruly shortly 
before 11:30 p.m. Sunday when 

Brown County Sheriff's Depart­
ment deputies tried to end the pic­
nic, police said. 

0 When they tried to close it 
down, they got hostile and belliger­
ent," Tomchek said. 

Van Rossum said deputies told 
him the crowd of about 200 was 
"drunk and violent." 

Two special deputies who pro­
vided security at the picnic called 
for assistance, Van Rossum said. 
Nine sheriff's deputies and two De 
Pere police officers responded. 

Greenleaf officials were reluc­
tant to discuss details. 

"I don't want this printed in the 
pap~r. We've got enough bad pub­
licity out of it already," said 
Wrightstown Town Board Chair­
man William Verbeten. 

The fire department received a 
one-day permit to sell beer with a 
designated area for beer consump­
tion, Verbeten said. The rules were 
the same as those for a church pic­
nic, including requiring sellers to 
be 18 years old, he said. 

Greenleaf Fire Chief William 
U1ny dechned to discuss details of 
the incident. 

The fire department is responsi­
ble for paying the $12 to $15 an 
hour in salaries for deputies as­
signed to police the picnic. 
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Pieschek backs officers' actions 
Despite ad critical 
of picnic response 
By Julie Bell 
Press-Gazette 

Brown County Sheriff Leon P1e~chek 
stood by his o ffi cers ~londa\ a ftel 229 pt·o­
ple blas ted them in a newspaper advert1~P· 
ment. 

The ad said deputies with a "ho~t1l e a tti­
tude' ' broke up a July 15 Greenleaf FirL' 
Department picnic 

Jn the advertisement in Sunday's Grt1e11 
Bay Press-Gaz€'tte, re~ iden ts of ·outlwn1 
Brown Count , a nd ~1anitowoc. Calumet 
and Outagamie counties also Wa~ted new:-­
media coverage of the bra~ l tha t fol lowl1cl 
police attempts to ~hut down the 1 recn­
leaf Fire Departme nt picnic. The ad said 
coverage was "extremely negatrve and det~ 
inite ly inaccura te ... 

It did not say what the grou p h,.lieved 
was inaccurate. 

"This year. the police department ar­
rived al our picn ic. with :,qua.cl <..ar:-. and uf: 
ficer . club .. canine unit a nd a ho::,tile a tti­
tude~ " the a d a id. "We can no longer ju t 

sit back and not Clxpre::,s our concern. We 

"I think it's (the ad) plainly 
unwarranted. Any grounds for 
criticism of the sheriff's department or 
the Greenleaf Fire Department has yet 
to be established." 

- Brown County Sheriff Leon Pieschek 

fonr fur our youth wlwn wt• ... l't' the unpru· 
fl ssionaJ and abu ... ivl' \\a\ ..;onw of the 
Bro\\ n uunty Pohce DL·pm tment Oft1c~r 
handh•d the :-ituat ion." ~ 

The a d called un Pies ' hek to do :-nme­
thing to lm µ r O\'P. comrnunicotion::. h1~twePn 
the Greenkaf aren ,t11d hi ... departrrwnt. 
Pie~chek "aid ~londny lw did not he­

heve his department had poor i·elat10n 
Wlth the Pntire nre ~n leaf Community. 

" I think it's plain !~· unwan·anted." he 
::-aid of the ad. "Am· ground:-- for crit1ci::>m 
uf th ~ ::-he1 iff::, de1Jat'tme11 01 the G ret?n­
]paf Fire Denartment ha:-- yet to he e tab· 
li:-.hed." 

Pieschek ~aid hi:, department wa~ con-

ducting an intPrnal in\'l'::-tit{ation thnt 
would l'P. ult in rPprimand .... 1f deputies did 
nn\ thing\\ rong. 

But lw ~aid ht• had 'ln obligation to be­
l1evl' hi:" off'in'r:-.' ~ \.\ urn ~lntPmenb in re­
port:-; uf tlw incidPnt unlPss t he inve.;;tign­
tion ::-hm.\'Pd them to bt' untrue. ''Until 
that's proven to nw. l ~tand behind my 
nwn. · ht• nicl. 

Pibchek hns ::-aici drinking played a role 
in tht> brawl. Four deputic ... were in3urPd 
-.lightly and nmt• µeoph: wt•rt.> arre~t -.d. 
Bro n 'uunt~ 'hu i'T ... Capt. Tt>d \'an 
Ho~~um ~aid d ·putie ... :-;p(·nt 11 :z to 2 hour ... 
clearing C~reenl •af Fireman·~ P.trk aftt•r 
the fight hrokc out at 11 ::~o p.m Sunday. 



November 2, 1990 

Cover-up charge renewed· 
But investigation of Greenleaf picnic still not finished 
By Julle Bell 
Presa-Gazette 

A probe into Brown County dep­
uties' conduct at a July picnic isn't 
finished, and sheriff candidate 
Gary Van Enkenvort again is ac­
cusing the sheriff of cover-up. 

"The cost of the outside investi­
gation is approaching $20,000," 
Van Enkenvort said in a prepared 
release. Van Enkenvort did not ex­
plain how he came up with the 
$20,000 figure. 

But Capt. Bill Craig said the de­
partment has not received a bill 
and does not know how much the 
probe will cost. He said the Brown 
County Sheriff's Department has 
agreed to pay the Milwaukee 
County Sherifrs Department $25 
an hour for the investigation and 
30 cents per mile for travel. 

Sheriff Leon Pieschek turned 
the prob over to Milwaukee 
County in early August, saying he 
wanted to avoid any allegations of 
a cover-up. But Van Enkenvort 
has twice accused him of one, and 
Thursday he predicted Milwaukee 
County will recommend repri­
manding some deputies. 

" If I don't know that, I don't 
know how he would know that," 
Craig said. Pieschek could not be 
reached. 

The charges by Van Enkenvort, 
a Republican who was a Brown 
County deputy until he retired in 
June, were similar to those he 
made Oct. 12. He acknowledged 
then that he had no substantiation 
for his claim of a cover-up, and his 
Thur day press release offered 
none. 

Lt. Pete Misko of the Milwaukee 
County Sheriff's Department, who 
is over. eeing the probe, said this 
morning that it is not finished. He 
said previously that Pies~ek nev­
er had tried to influence the inves­
tigation. 

Misko said he has been unable 
to keep his promise of finishing the 
probe well before the Nov. 6 elec­
tion because of retirements, resig­
nations and vacations by secretar­
ies, who are transcribing tapes of 
interviews with those involved. 

The probe began after witnesses 
said deputies acted abusively July 
15 when they tried about 11:30 p.m. 
to break up the Greenleaf Fire De­
partment picnic in Greenleaf Fire­
man's Park.· A brawl ensued and 
four deputies received minor inj u­
ries. Nine people were arrested. 



August 17, 1991 

Memory lapses common in probe 
Officers often couldn't remember circumstances in Greenleaf incident 
By Julle Bell 
Press-Gazette 

The 4,364-page report on the brawl at last 
year's Greenleaf Fire Department picnic indi­
cates that memory lapses and conflicting infor­
mation were fairly commonplace among the 
people who testified. 

Brown County Special Deputy Keith Reimer, 
for instance, says in taped transcripts that he 
had spent two years moonlighting as a cop at 
some rather boring events. 

"AlJ we did before this as a special deputy is 
sit in a chair and watch a door," he told Lt. Pete 
Misko and Sgt. Jerome Shaffer of the Milwau­
kee County Sherif.Ts Department, which han­
dled the investigation at Brown County Sheriff 
Leon Pieschek's request. 

Keith Reimer 
Said he was cop at 
boring events 

amples: 

Richard Kurth 
Couldn 't remember 
who found lead pipe 

Ed Janke 
Didn 't know which 
hand he was hit with 

Don Stew•rt 
Said he saw Janke 
hit by Cornelissen That's why Misko and Shaffer were unim­

pressed whe~ Reimer said he couldn't remem­
ber key detail of an arrest he helped make at 
the picnic. It was the only one of his cop career. 

" It seems to me in people that I've dealt with 
in the past that when such an occasion like this 
happens, you 're going to remember things," 
Misko said. " It seems the opposite is happening 
with you. It seems like every time we get to a 
point you come up with •1 don't recall.' " 

• Brown County Officer Richard Kurth had 
trouble remembering just who found a lead pipe 
in the pocket of one man who was arrested, al­
though he acknowledged that finding evidence 
was a fairly important matter. 

Cornelissen aid he didn't hit ,Janke at all. 
Reimer and Special Deputy William De Groot 

who were helping with the arrest - said they 
never saw Janke get hit, either. 

• Stewart said he saw Cornelissen punch 
Janke, but he said the two men were facing 
each other alone when it happened. In Stew­
art's version, the special deputies weren't 
around. Asked what hand Cornelissen punched 
Janke with, Stewart couldn't recall. 

Reimer: "Hey, it was a month ago. This is my 
first real incident in this police department." 

He thought Officer Jeff Sanborn found it and 
handed it to him, allowing him to hand it to Of­
ficer Don Stewart, but he wasn't sure. 

Stewart later told the investigators he was 
the one who found it. Misko: ''I probably would have remembered 

it the rest of my life if it would (have) been my 
first real incident." 

Reim r: "Well, that's you and this i me." 
Misko: "J can see that." 

• Deputy Ed Janke had trouble remembering 
the sequence of events during his arrest of Dar· 
ren Cornelissen for disorderly conduct. re ist· 
ing arrest and batter. to a police officer. 

" I don't recall if he's right-handed," Stewart 
said. 

The exchange i just one of a nwnber out­
lined in the 4,364-page picnic rep()rt. Other ex-

One key detail he couldn't recall : whether 
Cornelissen hit him with hi. right or left fist. 

" .. . What, what would it matter if he was 
right-handed?" Shaffer asked. 

"Well, it doesn't,'.'Stewnrt said. 

Chronology of Greenleaf picnic, probe 
Preaa-Guette 

The following chronology was 
included in a 4,364-page investiga­
tive report on the Greenleaf Fire· 
man' Picnic. The Brown County 
Sheriff's Department released the 
report Friday: 

July 15, 1990: 7:59 p.m.: Brown 
County Sheriffs Department Offi­
cer Donald Stewart ejects a man. 
1 • from Greenleaf Fireman's 
Park for underage drinking. 

8:30 p.m.: Special deputies Wil­
liam De Groot and Keith Reimer 
approach Darren Cornelissen, 21, 
and advise him not to drive be­
cau e he i too intoxicated. 

11:17 p.m.: De Groot, Reimer 
radio to Stewart that they have 
five people being disorderly near 
the bandstand at Fireman's Park. 

tewart advi es them to back off 
until he arrive . Headquarters 
~ays deputie Michael Halasi and 
Edward Janke will assi t . Officer 
Tim Maloney says he'll respond, 
but headquarters ays no. 

11:30 p.m.: Stewart, Janke and 
Hala i arrive at Fireman' Park . 

11:32 p.m.: Stewart radios Ma· 
loney to head for th park, Ma· 
loney ays he '11 be there in a min­
ute. Deputy Greg Gallenberger 
al o ay he' pointing that way. 

11:34 p.m.: Janke asks hend­
quartel"li for a wanted check on 
Darren Corneli en. Malone} ar­
rive . 

11:36 p.m.: Gallenberger ar· 

nves. 
11:38 p.m.: Janke asks for all 

the help the sheriffs department 
can send. 

11:40 p.m.: Two officers from 
the De Pere Police Department 
responding. 

From 11:45 p.m. to 12:31 a.m. : 
Two De Pere officers an-ive at 
Fireman ·s Park. Arrests of Dar­
ren Cornelissen; John ''Jack" 
Cornelissen, 49; Thomas Kalie ; 
Todd Gilson, 18; Thomas Gilson, 
41; and Karen Carter, 22. At­
tempted arrest of Daniel Deyo, 20; 
injurie to Donna Bower Corne­
lissen. 21, and Mary Ellen Corne­
lissen, 33. 

12:31 a.m.: Squads begin leav­
ing Fireman's Park for the Brown 
County Jail about 16 mile away. 
Stewart leave with Jack Corne­
li sen in custody: Deputy Hany 
Lauder leaves with Carter and 
Thomas and Tobin Gilson in cus­
tody 

12:32 a.m.: Janke leave with 
Darren Corneli en in cu todv; 
Deputy Richard Kurth follow 
Maloney and Halasi. who are 
transporting Kalie . 

12:34 a.m. · Deputy Jeff an­
born leave the park with Todd 
Gilson in custody. 

Here are "Ub t.>quent even a. 
reportcrl in the Green &.'-'' ~ ,_... 
Gazette'. 

1990 
July 16: Brown County heriff 

Leon Pie chek says fight at the 
Greenleaf Fire Department picnic 
are getting out of hand and have 
to be controlled. " It's happened 
year after year. I've been having 
diffi c ulty getting deputies to 
work there.'' 

July 17: Picschek says Brown 
County will shut down any pic­
nic where excessive drinking is a 
problem. "[f we did something 
wrong (at the Greenleaf picnic) 
we did not cut off the beer earlier 
and shut it down.' ' 

July 19: Pieschek and District 
Attorney John Zakowski an­
nounce they'll investigate be­
cau e some witnes ) claim police 
mi handled the picnic crowd. 

July 20: Zakowski predicted 
he 'd complete review of the ca e 
today but ay he needs more 
time. 

Aug. 9: Pieschek announces 
that a large metropolitan police 
department will take over the m­
ve tigation to avoid any accu n­
tion of n cover-up by hi depart­
ment. 

Aug. 10: Zakow ki say he'll 
wait for the mve tigation to end 
before he decide whether to i ue 
charge . 

Oct. 10: P1eschek predicts 
pro he re~mlt.s in a couple of we k 

Oct. 12: Garv Van Enkenvort. 
Pie-.ch k' upp0nent in Novemh r 
sheriff race. nccu cs Pit hek of 
having picnic r ~·ults and cover­
ing them up. Pi chek deni it. 

Nov. 6: Pieschek is re-elected 
to two-year term. 

1991 
Jan. 31: Lt. Pete Misko of Mil· 

waukee County Sheriffs Depart­
ment says he'll try to finish the 
picnic report in a week. 

March 8: Pieschek says Misko 
promises report by March 8. 

May 3: Brown County says it'll 
ask Milwaukee County for an up­
date on the report. 

May 5: Pieschek says for first 
time there's evidence of abuse. 

May 16: Brown County Board 
Chairman Ted Pamperin says he's 
concerned about the cost of the 
report. 

July 17: Pieschek gets fir t 
look at report; promises a state­
ment on it. 

July 18: Pie chek ay he has 
most of the report but won't com· 
ment until he's seen all of it. 

July 21: 1991 Greenleaf Fire 
D~partmea1t picnic ends at 7 p.m. 
without incident. 

Aug. 5: Pieschek gets results of 
Milwaukee County inve tigation. 

Aug. 11: Some Brown County 
Board members say they're un­
willing to pay the bill for the in· 
vestigation, although nobody 
know yet what it i . Pieschek 
promi ed to pay Milwaukee 

ounty 25.25 an hour. plus 30 
cent a mile. 

Aug. 16: Pieschek relea the 
IO-volume, 4,364-page report. lt's 
c t tilJ i unavailable. 



August 9, 1991 

Brown County 
officer 'stunned' 
by suspension 
Morgan was top-ranking cop at Greenleaf picnic 
By Julie Bell 
Press-Gazette 

Suspended Brown County Sgt. Bill Mor­
gan has never been discipli ned in his ca­
reer, and his daughter , 6, doesn't under­
stan d why her daddy isn't goin g to work. 

"(She) thinks it's like being fired," Mor­
gan s~id today. "She keeps asking us, 'Are 
we gomg to have to sell our house?'" 

Morgan was one of three sheriffs de­
pa rtment offi cer suspended with pav 
Wednesday night in the wake of an inte~­
nal invest igation into officer ' respom.e to 
a. Ju~y 1990 Greenleaf picnic. The suspen­
s1on 1s the first st ep in the disciplinary pro­
cess .. but isn 't cons idered punishment. 
Shenff Leon Pieschek said. 

Usually. Morgan patrols on the 11 p.m. 
to 7 a.m . s hift , but early today he was 
home. thumbing through the fil e where h e 
had placed the letter notifyi ng him of t he 
suspension. The Jet ter is out of place there 
The rest of the file conta ins letters from 
grateful c itizens a n d notices of awards fo r 
his police work from community groups. 

IVlorgan, who ha been with t he depart­
ment since Jan . 16, 1974. was abou t to sit 
down to dinner with his family at 6:15 p.m. 
Wednesday when he not iced a squad car 
pull ing up to his Green Bay home. Cur i­
ous, he wen t outside to see what was going 
on . He was ''stunned" when he found out. 

Hi o ld friend and hos , patrol Capt. 
Fra nk Tomcheck. stepped from the car 
a nd said " I got some bad news for you ." 
Tomcheck then handed him a two-para­
gi·aph letter and told h im the department 
had d~cided to su. pend him following a 
probe rnto officers allegedh' abu~ive po­
lice conduct whi le breaking up the Green­
leaf Fire Department picmc. 

When Morgan walked into hi hou:-.e to 
get h15 department keys, police radio. gun 
and badge and turn them over to Tom­
check. ht~ wife a~ked him what was going 
on. He told her. and .;;he and their four chil­
dre_n. ages 2 to 10. waited in the garage 
while he turned over hi equipment. 

He didn't want them to watch. 
~1organ didn't blame Tomcheck. who ht) 

~aid wa just doing a job he didn't eem too 
happy to have. But Morgan aid he still 
doe-.n 't know why he\, bef>n 'U'J.~nd d 
The fir t paragraph of the letter Tomchec.'k 
delivered explained that he was under ad· 
minL trat1ve ~uspen~ion until the ;;;h iri 
decided whether di ciplinarv action 
against him wa~ warranted. · 

"The other paragraph gave a genert(' d . 
"cription of the cau. e for su p~n~ion .'' 
. Morgan said. He ::-nid it did not include 
any details of wh1H he did that led to th 
... u~pension. hut he decl ined to tal · about 
exactly what it did ~nv. 

Thi ... mornin . h could onlv wait to 
what would happ n n xt. ftic r ... in th"' 
polic union that r p nts patro1 offic 

• Our view: An editorial/A-5 
• Residents aren't satisfied/B-1 
• Sheriff, officer are at odds/B-1 

Morgan 
Waiting to see 
what happens 

and sergeants told 
him the department 
has 10 days from 
the da te he was no­
tified to discipline 
him or send him 
back to work . 

"It's not a com­
fo r table fee ling," 
he said. 

The only time he 
remembers getting 
into trouble with 
his super ior be­
fore, 1t ha d to do 
wi th his beard. He's 
the only patrol offi . 
cer that has one. be-

cause a km condition prevents him from 
, having comfortably. Years ago. super vi­
~ors used to get on him when they t hought 
1t needed a t r im. but he was never di ci­
phned formallv for it. 

Instead. his ·fi le contain letters like the 
one from Theresa utter, a woman whose 
car ended up ma ditch one August . Mor­
gan responded to the era h , and she was so 
impres~ed with him she wrote t he depart­
ment 

"I do remember how tota lly profe siona l 
and at the ~ame time com pas. iona te th i 
particular ~ergeant W3i.>... utter wrote. 
·)our department certainh :;hould be 
co~mended on it~ ~election of employee . 

~ow. Morgan think. it' ironic t hat ut­
ter told him sht.-> \\.Orked for the brother of 
Greenleaf Fire Chief I3il1 Diny. helping the 
brother recover from a car era h. 
~onw member' of the Gr enleaf Fire De­

partm~nt believe officer::- acted unprofes­
sionallv and abu~ively when they hut th 
July 15. 1990, picnic down at 11 :30 p.m. A 
brawl re .... ulted. 

Morgan. who was th top-ranking offi­
cer at the ~cene that night. de lined to tal k 
"bout hi .... ver~ion of what happen d b 
cnu~e di~ciµlme may h p nding. 

He n \'er thought ... om thing like thi 
could happ n to him. 

Hl' \\R a lo I V teran~ o For i n 
\Vnr · Offic r of th Y arin 197 for hL off. 
duty captur o a man who we" robbing a 
PDQ car "' h. Th ... am y ar. th pti­
mi t lub of r n Bay ave him i Dj .... 
tin m h d ( ffic r Av•ard. 

n thi meant that 1\torg n wa ''pr tt\' 
mt h ju. t tunn d" wh n Tomch c. · hanci-
d him th I tter of ... u p n ion. H do ,.n't 

1 m mh r what h aid n • t. But. h id. 
"I prob bJ~ id m thmg lik . ''You 1r 
·1ddm ... 
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Pieschek takes action after reviewing report on Greenleaf picnic 
By Julie Bell 
Press-Gazette 

Brown County Sheriff Leon Pies­
chek has suspended three officers 
with pay in the wake of a year-long 
investigation into allegedly abusive 
police conduct at a Greenleaf picnic. 

Pieschek refused to release the 
names of the officers, saying the sus­
pension was not punishment but the 
first step in the administrative pro­
cess. 

But sources inside and outside the 
sheriffs department said the three 
were Officers Don Stewart and Ed 
Janke and Sgt. Bill Morgan. 

Morgan joined the force Jan. 16, 
1974; Janke on Oct. 19, 1983; and 
Stewart on Jan. 1, 1978. 

Janke and Stewart couldn't be 
reached for comment. Morgan con­
firmed he had been suspended, but 
declined to comment further. 

ul don't want to be in violation of 

any department rules," Morgan said. 
He said a police union representa­
tive was talking to lawyers this 
mornmg. 

Pieschek did not give any specific 
reasons for the suspensions, saying 
only that his review so far of a Mil­
waukee County Sheriffs Depart­
ment report on deputies' conduct at 
the July 15, 1990 Greenleaf Fire De­
partment Picnic prompted him to 
suspend them. 

Capt. Bill Craig of the sheriffs de­
partment said the report contained 
no recommendations, only findings. 

Some people at the picnic said offi­
cers were abusive when they shut it 
down at about 11:30 p.m. Pieschek 
subsequently ordered an internal in­
vestigation. 

The Green Bay Press-Gazette is­
sued formal requests for the report . 

Please see Greenleaf/A-2 



From A-1 
[] Greenleaf 

I 

uDd.r the Wiaconain Open Records 
Uw on three separate occuions, 
~ )noet recent on Tuesday. Pies­
ctiek has not formally responded to 
&J))'_:Of the requests. 

\tfe 1aid today that he wouldn't 
d~ the report publicly until he 
N;d • finished studying all 10 vol­ume., which contain thousands of 

~ is our practice, adminiatra­
tiye '. auapenaion provides for the 
continuation of pay for the SU. 
pt$lded officers until discipline, if 
nee~, is imposed," Pieschek 
said: in a prepared release. 

The three officers were notified 
w'.e<tnesday night and their guns 
aUd badges were taken, Craig said. 
Tlie 'officers will remain suspended 
UJ1t~ a disciplinary hearing is held 
Ol"the suspensions are lifted. Craig 
said1a hearing is supposed to occur 
wltHin 10 days. 

Ofticel'I in the Brown County 
Sheriff's Department Non-supervi­
sory Labor Aesociation could not 
be reached for comment this morn­
ing, but the union's contract out­
lines a grievance procedure should 
discipline be imposed. . . 
~nion representatives v1deo­

tat>e<J Pieschek's press conference 
thts morning but referred all ques­
tions to union lawyer Fred Mohr. 

Greenleaf firefighters met 
Wednesday night to decide what 
action thev would take if the sher­
itr. didn't make an announcement 
a1*>ut the investigation soon. 

rrhe firefighters decided any 
pub)ic comment on the iesue would 
come from Chief William Diny or 
Assistant Chief John Brittnacher, 
who couldn't be reached for com­
ment this morning. 

Preenleaf firefighters have c~m­
te(lded all along that excessive 
force was used to break up the pie-

·• me. 
Geurts said: "We gave our re­

port to the sheriff. I guess he 's 
agreeing with us now. I was an eye-

Cr•lg 
Oversees 
suspensions 

witness to the 
whole thing 
and I can tell 
you it's be ->n a 
Jong year in 
Green]eaf." 

Tho union 
contract says 
employees may 
be disciplined 
only for just 
cause. They 
also must be 
given written 

notice of any suspension, disci­
pline or dischru;~e, an.d ~he notice 
must include a description of the 
incident warranting action." 

A copy of the notice is given to 
the union as well. 

Employees are entitled to an i.n­
formal hearing before the sheriff 
before any discipline is imposed. 
Pieschek must notify officers in 
writing of his disciplinary deci?ion 
within 48 hours after the hearing. 

Officers may waive their right to 
a hearing before the sheriff or file a 
grievance. Ultimately, grievances 
not settled between the union and 
sheiff's department management 
will go to the county's personnel 
director or the Wisconsin Employ­
ment Relations Commission for 
settlement before a n arbitrator. 

"It is in my opinion that these 
administrative suspensions are in 
the best interest of both the citi­
zens of Brown County and the 
Brown County Sheriffs Depart­
ment," Pieschek said. "The con­
tent of this investigation will be re-
1 eased publicly when (1) all 
administrative procedures regard­
ing these potential disciplinary ac­
tions have been completed, (2) 
when the Brown County Sheriff's 
Department legal a<lviHers huve 
given us the go-ahead an<l (~) .~h·t'n 
I have satisfied my respons1b1hties 
in this matter as the sheriff of 
Brown County .. , 

Press-Gazette reporters Pnul 
Srubas and Don Langenkamp con­
tributed to this report. 


