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Corngan Hill” New Name

De Pere Woman Gets Idea of

Christening Deceptive|

Stretch of Highway in Hon-
or of Irish Flier.

DE PERE—At last a name has
been found for that stretch of de-
ceptive road beneath Scray’s hill,
off of county trunk G, about three
miles southeast of De Pere, on
which a motor car appears to coast
up hill,

The name?
be hard to guess.
to be sure, in honor of, or in
tribute to, that intrepid young
Californian, Doug Corrigan, who
flew the “‘wrong vuay across the
Atlantic and landed in Ireland.

For a number of years motorists

Well, it should not
“Corrigan hill,”

ifor “Wrong- Way” Roadway

have been stopping along this road
to experience the mild sensation of
seeing their cars “back up hill”
Nobody thought of applying a
name to the road until a few dayvs
ago when “Corrigan hill” seemed
to Mrs. Ernest E. Anderson, 432
Reid street, to be most fitting. Her
son, Paul, a hardware dealer, took
up the suggestion and yesterday
erected signs, one on the road, and
another at its junction with trunk
G.

Various ideas have been ex-
pressed as to what causes a vehicle
to ascend uphill on this road. Some
thing magnetic attraction in the
earth may be responsible. Fact is
the roadway is level, or nearly so,
over much of the distance where a
car seems to be rolling uphill. An
optical illusion seems to be the
answer to the phenomenon.

| ANDERSONS HAVE NAME FOR IT---IT'S CORRIGAN
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DE PERE—Paul Anderson, De Pere hard-
ware dealer, vesterday afternoon erected signs
naming the deceptive plece of roadway off
County Trunk G southeast of the city where a
car appears to coast up hill in henor of Douglas
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Corrigan, famous wrong-way flier. He is shoua
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putting the finishing touches on his “Corrigan
Hill” sign while Miss Bernice Watermolen walks
behind a car driven by her sister Thelma which
is backing “up hill.” The Watermolen girls are

from Green Bay.
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By JOHN TORINUS

GRAVITY HILL southeast of
De Pere has been the subject of
three recent columns in a Mil-
waukee paper by Richard S. Davis,
and while Davis has pledged that
he has written his last word about
iravity hill and wants to hear no

more of the controversy which |
has been raging about it, the spot |

has received quite a bit of public-
ity to date.

The whole thing started when
someone wrote in that they “ad
heard about the hill and wanted
to know more about it. A Green
Bay man wrote in to say that he
had never heard of such a place
and that the idea was all “ba-
loney.” That started the furore.
Other Green Bay and De Pere
residents have been protesting
ever since, giving exact details
about the hill, and this week's
column was made up of testimon-
lals from people around Milwau-
kee who drove all the way up to
see the hill—and seeing believed.

One correspondent who used to
attend St, Norbert recalled this
poem:

Oh, they try and they try
To debunk and defy

The sagn of Gravity hill
Wild tales they've related,
But the doughty old grade
Is cheatin® on gravity still,

GRAVITY MILY. mav be some-
thing new to  Milwaukeeans but
it is an old story to most resi-
dents in this vicinity. That's the
spot just off County Trunk G that
they tried to rename Corrigan hill
after that name became famous
for people and things which op-
erate backwards,

This particular freak of nature
was investigated quite thoroughly
some vears back by Stanley Bar-
nett, Press-Gazette reporter who
photographed a car on the sup-
posed grade with a giant leyel
mounted on the running board,
which proved it an optical illus-
ion* that when you think you are
backing up a grade you are actual-
ly backing down one.
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June 19, 1937

Town Tales

BY JOHN B. TORINUS

WE DON'T know if it's because
we're psychologically unbalanced |
or just given to coasting up hills,
but there's a natural phenomenon. |

an optic chimera, a mirage or

whatever you wish to call it up at

"De Pere that has us stopped.

Apparently it is a bit beyvond
the ken of a number of other peo-
ple too, however, for we under-
stand that unbelievers have been
parted of a deal of money over
the unnatural experiment. :

It is a hill where your car,
stopped absolutely still on the
downgrade, gradually moves and
starts to coast ropidly backward,
apparently uphill,

Take County Trunk G out of
De Pere and go for some way post
the narrow bridge until you come
to the wide gravel road which
leads off to the right up to the
old quarry near the ledge. You
go down it to the first mailbox,
on your right, and stop vour car
with the front wheels even with
the box. Then put the vehicle 1n
neutral, take vour foot off the
brake and wait., Your car will
gradually start backing up, ap-
parently right up the hill, and 1f
vou let it go will proceed right to
the top of the hill, down the other
side and up an even steeper one,

This spot has become so famous
that people come to Green Bay
from all over the surrounding
country-side and ask how to get
there. If you aren’'t a scientist,
vou can get out and lie on your
stomach and site along the road,

vou can take vour car to the ga- |

rage and have the clutch checiied,
or vyou can hie yourself off to a
psvchoanalyst, and you'll still be
backing up hill. ,

If vou are a scientist, and ‘here
is a fellow in our office who is,
you'll put a level on your running
board, and find eut that vour caor |
1g really going down a very slight
incline,
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