
June 27, 1987 

51 years in business 

Going strong: Phyllis DePrey, Michael Hogan, and Joe 
DePrey Jr. (I to r) stand in front of DePrey's in Bellevue, 

Pres -Ga1ott photo by John Roemer 

which has been in business tor 51 years and is still going 
strong despite cornpetition. 

One-stop shopping in Bellevue 
Family store still competitive after 51 years in business 
By Karil Van Boxel 
Press-Gazette 

Located on th outskirts of { r n Ba · 
about five minutes from the nearest dis­
count . tore, DePrev·s in Bell vue has re­
mained competitive~after 5J years of selling 
everything from groc >ri s to farm 
implements. 

The store, which its along K )waun e 
Hoad near the junction of Highways 29 and 
141, has existed since 1916 when it was 
owned hy the Hallada brothers. 

But its name sterns back to 1936 when it 
was purchased by ,Joe D Pr·~, who made it 
into his family business and remain~ ac­
tive in it until h \ died. 

His on ,Joe DePrey ,Jr., now own th 
div rs busin - a B II vu landmark 
with its two gas pump and lawn mow r 
di play out front. It's a bu. in h lov . 

"You hav som thing to g t up for in th 

"They're accommodating -
a lot more personal than 
shopping at a big 
supermarket." 

- DePrey's customer 

morning,'' I •Prey, 64, . aid aR h > mil ~ 
and nodd d al an approaching customer.·· 1 
like it." 

His si. t lr, Phylli. 1) Pr •y, also has wait ­
~ on h r . har of rustomt r . in 1 • h A 

l gan working in th \ tor .. om~ 20 yt ars 
ago. ~ h , ,Jo and th ir n lpht w, MichaPI 
Ho an of D P r , ar now th onl. fuH­
tim,, )mplo • 

Hogen, 27, work summ :ir. in th ton1 

sine h was l and lat "r SJ> 1nt a~ ~ar in th • 
J • • Prang 's [) cutiv ~ training pr gram. 

I I<> has ht n A full -tinw •mployt • for four 
)' arR and lik handliug t lw advt rtising 
end of t lu husin s. 

'I im has EH n sonw dumge. in thtt 
• torp's invpntory. J) )l'rtAy said th slor i 

quit stocking farm impl nu nts - oncu thP 
ha khon , of t ht businP - in 1941 whPn 
}lP and hi two brothers w 1nt iuto military . 
, Prvl ', 

'[ lw hardware lin > nlso wa.s •vt ntualJ 
pha1 Pd out. 

Aft 1r going to radio ~chool in t tw Army 
Air orp. during World Wur 11 , D •l'n•y's 
int• rents turn Ad to t1 lrivision. Wh •n th j 

st r l lwgan to 11 'I V s ·ts, h • also hegun 
. rvicing t hPm. a practic P hP contimwd 
until l 9f>a, h said. 

A walk down th 1 ai. I conjun~ up m m1-
orh of th past wh •n th local stor • was 

Please see Store/ B-2 

D Store 


