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Closing shop: Her heavenly baked goods 
have earned Emma Conard the title of 
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" Belgian Angel. " She celebrated her retire­
ment by baking 20 loaves of bread. 

Bar is closed, but 
kitchen still o en 
E 

mma Conard celebrated her birthday a 
few weeks early by clo ing up shop. 

On Julv 1. she and her husband, Cletus, 
locked the door for the final time at 
Conard's Bar, 2262 University Ave. She 

will turn 75 on Thursday. 
On her first day of retirement, she did what she 

likes to do best. She baked 20 loave of bread. As she 
has done for year , he gave most of it to family and 
friends, keeping JUSt enough for her own needs. 

Emma had never worked away from home before 
she and her first husband, Walter Ronsman, bought 
the neighborhood bar 35 years ago. They moved here 
from Sturgeon Bay where her 
husband was a police officer. 

Despite the family atmosphere, however, Emma's 
children were not aHowed in the bar. 

Emma wa a non-drmking bartender. " I just never 
liked it," she said. 

She and Cletus never hired a bartender, except for 
her son, Ronnie, who died in l 971. When Emma and 
Cletus went on vacation, the bar was closed. 

"We went to Ew·ope twice, on a Caribbean cru1 e. 
to Florida and Mexico, and we go to Las Vegas twice 
a year,·· she said. Wherever she goes. Erruna find. a 
place to dance. " I love to polka." she said. 

"Things have changed a lot since the day of dime 
beers," Emma said. Except for pick led eggs. food was 

not erved un le there was a 
spec1a 1 occasion. 

''I didn't have the gift of gab 
then hke I do now,·· said the 
friendly bartender whom many 
customers called "Mom." She is 
al o called "The Belgian Angel" 
becau e the bread and Belgian 
pies that come from her kitchen 
often are described a" heaven!~. 
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When the bar-clo ing party 
wa being planned, Emma 
con ·idered erving booyah but 
the customers wanted 
sandwiches on her homemade 
bread. "I got up at 2 a.m. and 

Emma and Walter moved mto 
the bar with their four children, then had two more, 
a set of twins. "While we renovated the bar and 
living quarter , we lived in the basement." 

he worked~ ven day n week for 20 year . Walter 
died m 1962. five year ~ after the family moved to 
Green Bnv. he raised her children alone until 1965 
when he.marri d Cletu Conard. who gave up hi " 
job at the Preble Bank to work with hi wife. 
Another child wa~ born to thi union. 

"I lov d those \" ars. I love to work, but now it·~ 
time for me to en}oy m · famil " .. Emma said. till, 
clo ing th bar wa n 't ea ... y. 

"You'd b tter b lieve 1"11 mi ... it," he -..aid. "~ly 
cu tomer were not just cu tomer: . thev were 
friends ." · · 

Conard' wa neighborhood. family bar that 
n• th g n ration of patron . Tho e patron' 

are wond rin wh re th y·n o for th ir morning 
c rd gam . 

" W only had to call th polic one in 35 y 
nd th man wa one b for th y goth r ,'' he 
id. 

Life after 60 
baked 24 loaves of bread .. o 1t 
would be fre..,h ... she ~aid. 

Teaching Emma to relax 1 

gomg to be a big job, aid her daughter, Joan 
Jarstad: "When you vi it," ~ he told her mom, ''You 
won't have to ' it on the edge of the chair anymore 
because you have to leave early to go to work:· 

Emma said she ha a lot of catching up to do. 
.. Although I wa alway!:' here for my children. I 

d1dn 't get to do a Jot of things with them. That's 
going to change," she said. ··• 1ow I'll have time to 
tench them to bake the bread and the Belgian pie . 
ju t like two of my grandchildren, tacy and Lisa 
Michalec. are learning to do.'' 

Emma won·t mi out on any family g t·together . 
and he'll till cook the Thank giving dinner for her 
children and grandchildr n . Ronnie'~ wife ha 
remarried and she and her hu!:-iband and Ronnie· 
childr n till h r the holiday~ with th 1 onardc:. 

Kerin:.. column ft. aturo ctfre Rnd interesting 
peopl oi· r 60. lfyou hai• n u ... ted profile, v.rit 
to K rin at Pr ·G z tt . P.O. &n· 19430, Green Bay. 
l i .. 54307 30. 


