Citizen agents testify they
had sex at massage parlors

By Jim Stingl
and Keith Goldschmidt
Of the Press-Gazefte
Two citizens hired by the Green Bay Po-
lice Department to assist in a prostitution
investigation testified today they had sexual
relations with women working in massage
parlors owned by Theodore Witheril.
Jerry lverson and Ted Everard were given
money by police in February to help with the

investigation, they testified at & preliminary
hearing for Witheril before Brown County
Jugfc Charles Kuehn.

itheril is charged with three counts of
keeping s house of prostitution and one
count of soliciting for prostitution. He faces a
maximum penalty of 20 years in prison and
$40,000 in fines.
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going to the Cheyenne Social Club
twice. He said he paid an $11.50

fee, a $15.75 visiting fee, 8

15 room charge and then paid a

woman named Tanya $100 for sex.
Tanya told him oral sex was $80
and everything was $100, he testi-
fied. He had sex with her on two
different occasions, he said.

* Iverson also testified he saw
Witheril in the kitchen during one

of his visits to the club.

- Everard said he paid $60 for a
20-minute nude mutual message at
-the Stairway to Heaven massage
. and then paid a woman

Sandy $10 for her to mas-
turbate him.
.+ At Angies Sex Clinic he paid $60
-for the massage, but the masturba-
tion was included, he said.
wﬁ?vu'ud said he was paid $20 by

In earlier testimony today, two
women who formerly worked in
Witheril’s massage parlors in
Green Bay said they routinely per-
formed sex acts with customers.

One of the women, Barbara Jo-
sephs, said she performed “at least
100" acts of prostitution while
working at Angie's Massage Parlor
and Stairway to Heaven.

The other witness, Karen De
Bruin, estimated that 90-95 per
cent of the customers at Witheril's
parlors wanted and received sex.

The charges Witheril faces were
filed durGrem Bay police raided
Massage Parlor, 211 S.
Broadway, Stairway to Heaven
massage parlor, 1153 Main St., and
.Cheyenne Social Club, 315 S.

Broadway, the evening of Feb. 18.
Josephs and De Bruin testified
that they never recalled a woman
being fired from the parlors for
having sex with customers.

Josephs said she worked at An-
gie's and Stairway to Heaven for
owner William Evers from 1981 to

1983. She returned to work for
Witheril in 1985. Masturbation of
by the m was in-
cluded in the basic cost of the mas-
:;;, which started at $20, Josephs

Masseuses at the parlors also
commonply referred to “tips” and
“extras” as acts of prostitution
with customers for additional mon-
ey, she said. The women were enti-
tled to keep all of this money and
30 percent of what they got for the
massages, they testified.

“He (Witheril) said he didn't

nnttolrnanmythngahunhp
or extras,” said Ji who testi-
fied under the as-

to a question from

" .\:.it.hn'll:*-ttu'nay
Jo-eph- Al signed a paper
that said she agreed not to perform

dl%m
$ f.hmrw was signed, but he
(Witheril) still talked about doing
tips and extras,” she said.

De Bruin said she worked at the
parlors from 1984 until she was
fired last January for a drug arrest.
She said she never signed such a

and was never told by With-
not to commit sex acts.

The former masseuses said they
would let the customers take the
initiative in acts of prostitution as
a way of showing they were not
police officers.

Both women said they were
promised nothing by police in re-
turn for their testimony. Jonpha
said she began to coo
police after she was p
speeding.

Also testifying for the prosecu-
tion was John Hager, who said he

% the parlors for owner Wil-
vers before Witheril took
ovar in the summer of 1984,

Asked if he ever owned the par-
lors, Hager replied, “Only on plmi
Nobody ever owns it but Bi
(Evers).”

Evers is now serving a prison
term on federal charges.

Hager testified that he taught
Witheril how to run the businesses,
including the minimum $50 price
for sex acts, requiring new mas-
seuses to perform a sex act on
someone connected with the busi-
ness and the inclusion of masturba-
tion as part of a basic massage.

Ahrens objected to the testimo-
ny, saying it had nothing to do
with the way Witheril actually ran
the parlors.

In the raid by police, Witheril
and three women suspected of com-
mitting acts of prostitution at the
parlors were

Stairway to Heaven has been
closed but Witheril continues to
operate Angie’s and the Cheyenne
Social Club.

Witheril's son, Tyler Witheril,
22, was arrested Feb. 19 on a war-
rant charging two counts of solicit-
ing for prostitution. His prelimi-
nary hearing also was set for today.

He is accused of engaging in sex
acts with women who had applied
to work at his father's parlors. This
was done, police say, to prove that
the women are not undercover po-
lice officers.
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