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Father and son: Bay Communications 
president Tom Pohlman, left. and his son. 

Press-Gazette photo by Joan E. Guthendge 

Dan, vice president, are shown in their 
business at 2040 Radisson St. 

Bay Communications began 
as a basement enterprise 
By Patricia Munson 
Press-Gazette correspondent 

Tom Pohlman tarted Ba\ 
Commumcation5 from the ha c­
ment of his town of Preble home 
in 1952. 

His job as night engineer at 
WT AQ Radio (now \\TBA Y) gave 
him the tlme to repair two-way 
radios dunng the dav 

"Back in tho~e day~ ... Pohlman 
said, "all the repair work was 
done on the road.·· 

So his wife, Eunice, took all the 
, ervice calls wh1le Pohlman wa:s 
on the road making the repair ... 

"My fir~t cu tomcr \\.-a~ .\cl\ 
Cab," Pohlman ~aid. 

Shortly afterward he had th ~ 
two-way radio repair busines~ for 
the city of Green Bay·~ police. 
fire, treet and park department--. 
Then he branched out to Brown 
County and ::,urrounding coun­
ties. 

For eight year ~ Pohlman built 
his business until in 1960. he gavp 
up radio engineering. 

From his basement, Pohlman 
moved Bay Commumcat10n::, to 
Mason Street in 1966, and in 19 5 

All in the family 
huilt it~ pre:-;ent 8.000 .... quare foot 
fac1ht~ at :..!0-W Rad1::,. on ~t 

Todm , Bay Commumc.ltion~ 
has mun• than 500 <H'C'ount:-; and 
"'erve::- the ~orthea~tern Wi~con­
-..m an•a \\.1th ~1x !"l'l'\'IL' \ vnn~ and 
12 employee-.. 

"Unlike what it wa~ \\hen I 
:--tart~d."' Ponlman said. 'much of 
toda~·\; rPpall' work i~ done at the 
'hench.' You fix \~hat you c,111 on 
the road. but elcctronit·:-; an' more 
complicatPd toda\ 

"\\'hen I ~tart d. evl•rvthing 
"'n L:r\':-.t. b ... he ~aid . "Now \'ou 
program with a comput(\r... · 

.\ccordinl! to ~on. Dan, who 
has an electrical enhrine 1l'inl! dP· 
gre and nn ~113A. today·~ Pquiµ­
ml"\nt i~ abo more reliable. 

Dan Pohlman has worked with 
his father :--ince junior high 
school. and 1c:: now the v1cP presi­
dent of Bay Commurncatmn .... He 
ha-.. engineering, operations and 
scheduling re::ipon-;ibility. 

''HE:' handle~ the field end." 
Pohlman ~aid. 

"And Dad handles thP office 
Pnd." Dan responded. 

Pohlman·. other son. Stephen, 
chO=-l' th) msurance hu!"me"' .. but 
... teplwn 's wife. ~1 al). work m 
t lw 0 ffi CP. 

Bav Communications has bePn 
as~oc1ated Wlth ~1otorola since 
1916. Pohlman ~aid 

· We 'r probably one of the old­
l:'~t authorized ~lotorola service 
companies in the country." he 
:-.aid. 

Pohlman is obviously proud of 
hi:-. 1•mployees. 

'Some of our people have been 
with us for over 15 \Pars," Pohl­
man ~aid. 

Pohlman set- rPtir 1ment in 
front of him soon 

··1t• grPat to be able to have 
~onwone to pa~~ thi~ bu::,ines:s on 
to." Poh Iman ::,aid. 

Bay ommumcation. now er­
vic •s internal commumcat10n::, 
!:iystern.._, sC>lls and inc;talls cellular 
tc>lephone., sells trunked radio 
sy~tem~. mamtams antenna sites 
and closed-circuit TV :ystems, 
and is mtroducing a new pager 
lint• m ,June. 


