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Fig. 2: An over-all view of rust brown

1835 Illinois trousers. (Photograph by
the author.)

mer officer of the Illinois volunteer
troops in the Mexican War that,
“His pantaloons were of the com-
mon cheap blue cotton and were
worn through in holes about where
his legs probably touched the sad-
dle in riding.”"

Although pantaloons were popular
for daily wear with the fashion-
minded or the upper classes, most
men wore them for best dress.
Trousers were by far the most com-
mon work wear. The many genre
paintings of Midwest artists such as
Missouri’s George Caleb Bingham
and Ohio’s James H. Beard and the
portraits of Illinois” Sheldon Peck
clearly show the predominance of
trousers.

Several examples of trousers of the
period under consideration have
come to light in the Midwest. Two
of the earliest are from Spring-
field, Illinois (Fig. 2&3). Both are
similar in construction and appear
to have been made for the same

and are also covered with
the “dog ear” style flap. As
with most 19th century
trousers, it has four buttons
for use with suspenders
(two front and two back).™

Although fall front
trousers, like those men- -
tioned above, were worn

Fig 3: Detail of the front of the rust brown
1835 Illinois rrousers. Note the construction
of the fall, pocket flap and watch pocket.

(Photograph by the author.)

man. They are believed to date
from around 1835. Both pair are
made of good quality wool broad
cloth, one being rust brown and
the other dark blue in color. Each
has a small fall front closure and is
lined with white cotton on the fall
and waistband. Pockets are of the
“dog ear” style and a small watch
pocket is located on the right side
of the waistband. All the buttons
are made of bone with those on
the brown pair being dyed a dark
brown. The cuff of the rust brown
trousers has a small slit, approxi-
mately two inches long on the out-
side seam. The blue pair appears to
have also had this slit at one time,
but were altered at a later date."

Another pair of trousers from
about the same date as the previ-
ous two pair comes from Missouri
(Fig. 4). It is of heavy white linen
with a small, two button, fall front.
It has no gusset in the back and
the narrow waistband is closed
with one button. All buttons are of
bone."

The cuffs are simply rolled under and
hemmed with no slit on the sides.
Pockets are provided at the side seams

all through the 1830s
and 1840s, they were
being generally replaced
by the fly front. Begin-
ning to appear in the
early 1820s," the fly
front trousers were well
on their way to being the most
common style by the 1830s. This

is well illustrated in the East by
the character of the hunter in Wil-
liam Sidney Mount’s painting “The
Sportsman’s Last Visit” (1836)'
and the middle boy in Thomas
LeClear’s “Boys Fishing” (1846)."
In the Midwest, this same change
can be found in the paintings and
sketches of George Bingham, start-
ing around 1845."

Three pairs of Midwestern fly-front
trousers from the period under
consideration have been examined.
As with the above mentioned fall-
tront trousers, all are completely
hand sewn.

The first two pair are of blue, wool
and cotton mixed, jean material.
Both appear to date from about
1845 and are very similar in con-
struction. One pair comes from
Kentucky or Tennessee!” with the
other being from Missouri.”’ Both
are made straight legged with
pockets located in the side seams.
Buttons on the Kentucky pair are
of bone while the Missouri pair has
buttons of horn. The Missouri pair

Thisantideapperned in the Midwest Open Air Museurns Magazne 7, 1a 1 ( Jaruary-Mearh 1986) pes 12-17.



of his long-legged
boots.”?! Abraham
Lincoln, in 1831, was
described as wear-
ing blue jean trousers
which he kept rolled
up at the cuft.*? His
father, Thomas Lin-
coln, was also known
to wear walnut-
dyed jeans trousers
while living in Coles
County, Illinois, dur-
ing the 1840s.%

"The third example,

from Illinois, is in

Fig. 4. Small fall-front trousers from Missouri. Of special
note are the “dog ear” style pocket flaps. (Illustration by the

author.)

Photograph by the author

Fig. 5 Detail of the half pair
of white cotton, Illinois trou-
sers. Again, the “dog ear”
pocket flap is used. Also vis-
ible is the waitch pocket on the
waistband.

is also fully lined in white cotton.
Jean trousers seem to have been
extremely popular and widely
worn by Midwestern men. An 1841
description of an Illinois hunter
notes, “...his capacious trousers, of
homemade janes, have their nether
extremities stuffed into the tops

fact half a pair, as
only the right side
remains (Fig.5). It
is of fine white cot-
ton with linings and
pockets of coarser white cotton.
Pockets are of the “dog ear” flap
style. A watch pocket is located
on the right side with the open-
ing at the very top of the waist-
band. A short adjusting belt tab
is attached to the back. No but-
tons remain, but rust stains where
they had been indicate that they
were probably stamped iron. Rust
stains on the belt tab would also
suggest that the buckle used was
iron. The cuffs are slightly belled
to flare over the foot and have an
inch hem. An old note pinned to
these trousers reads, “I think was
Effie’s Pa’s pants. Notice they are
hand sewed.”*

The manufacture of all types of
trousers was handled in three
ways: homemade, tailor-made
and ready-made. In the early part
of the century, almost all work
clothing was produced at home.
Daniel Brush states that as a boy
of 12 in Southern Illinois dur-
ing the 1820s, his first earnings
of $3.00 in silver were used for
clothing. He recalled, “mother
suggested that new clothes would

come in handy for the winter and
to wear for school, so it was de-
cided to invest in that line, and
when a neighbor made a trip to
St. Louis for supplies, the money
was sent by him to purchase
cloth for the suit. He did so and
brought back good strong grey
cassinet.” Out of which mother
made me the garments that ser-
ved me well and were the pride of
my heart.”*

Tailors also served the Midwest.
A “Bill of Prices” of the three
master tailors of Princeton, Ken-
tucky in 1843, list the following
styles and prices of trousers:*”

A pair of cloth, cassmire
$2.00 cash  $2.50 credit
or cassinett pants
if with straps
$2.50 cash $3.00 credit
A pair of jean or plain pants
$1.50 cash $2.00 credit
If with straps
$2.00 cash $2.50 credit
A pair of plain gaiter pants
$2.50 cash $3.00 credit
With buttons up the leg
$3.00 cash $3.50 credit

It a customer was skilled in sewing
but not in measuring and cutting,
these same tailors would cut out
their trousers for them. The cost
for this service was 37 % cents.

It is difficult to determine the vol-
ume of business tailors had in the
Midwest, but sales of ready-made
goods are traceable through sur-
viving store records. A study of
Illinois stores reveals that in Pe-
tersburg in 1837, only five pair of
trousers were sold. At Berwick in
1839, the number sold was only six
pair.*” A search through the 1850s
account book of a store from Ohio™
and one of the same date from
Kentucky’! reveal similar low sales
in trousers. On the other hand,

o~
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sales of most other types of ready-
made men’s clothing, including
hats, coats, vests, shirts, shoes and
boots, gloves, suspenders, etc. were
relatively high.

Although by no means a complete
survey of the subject, the figures
above would tend to indicate that
home or tailor-made trousers were
by far the most commonly pro-
duced and worn. The large volume
of sales of the materials used to
make trousers at the above men-
tioned stores would also support
this assumption.

For a subject as broad as early
19th century trouser styles, this
brief study can only provide a ba-
sic overview. However, it is hoped
that it will provide a foundation
on which to build a better under-
standing of these garments and of
Midwestern styles and culture.

Footnotes

1. Peterson, Americans at Home, 1071, N.PE,
Plate no.38.

2.Ibid,, Plate 51,"The Pedlar Displaying His
Wares,” 1836,and Plate 75, “Soldier's Experi-
ence,” 1844, are two good examples of this style,
of art.

3. Gehret, Rural Pennsytvania Clothing, pp.272-
274.

4. Thomas, Lincalns New Salem, p.56.
5.Gehert, Rural Pennsylvania Clothing, p.284.
6.Ibid., p. 287.

7. Original pantaloons in the collection of the
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis, Missouri.

8. Angle, Prairie State, p.149.

9. Oliver, Eight Months in Illinois, p.53.

10. Pratt, linois As Lincoln Knew It, p. 26.

11. Ibid., p. 43.

12. Originals in the collection of the Old State
Capitol, Springfield, IIL.

13. Missouri Historical Society collection.

14. In the time period under consideration,
trousers were held up by suspenders. Waist
belts did not appear, in general, until after the
Civil War. The first pair noted in a photograph
is dated 1869. Other features not found on
trousers of this period are back hip pockets,
and of course, zipper flys.

15).Gehert, Ruoal Pennsykvania Clothing, p287.
16. Peterson, Americans at Home, N.P.P,, Plate
47.

17.The Magazine Antiques, August 1985, No.
128,p.171.

18. Bingham's Missourt this is an excellent
source book for Bingham's more detailed work.
19. Formerly in the collection of Dale Gable,
Nashwille.

20. In the collection of the Arrow Rock State
Historic Site, Arrow Rock, MO.

21. Oliver, Eight Months in Illinois, p.81.

22. Thomas, Lincohis New Salern, p.59.

23. Personal remembrances of George Balch,
on file at Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic
Site.

24. Collection of Joseph S. Covais, New Co-
lumbia, Charleston, Illinois.

25. Cassinet is a finer form of wool and cotton
mixed jean.

26.Brush, Growing Up With Southern Hlinos,
182015 1861,p41.

27. Collection of Joseph S. Covais, Charleston,
Illinois.

28."These man be similar to the overalls used by
the Army in the Revolution through the war

CrLoTHING COLLECTIONS ON-LINE:
THE EL1zABETH SAGE HisTorIC COSTUME COLLECTION

of 1812.

29. Alien, et. al,, Interpreting 18305 Storekeep-
ing in New Salem, Illinois, pp. 118-122.
30,Collection of Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic
Site, Lema, Ilinois.

31.Collection of Joyee Feder Combs, Lema, Ilinois.
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Circa 1870-1901 Apron Overalls s+

Military Contribution by Stephen Osman
Edited by Susan Lyons Hughes

In the nineteenth cen-
tury, overalls could
have been a pair of
trousers called overall
pants, an apron with

or without sleeves, a
shirt and trousers sewn
together at the waist, or
a pair of trousers with

a chest piece attached

at the waist and straps
holding the chest piece
in place. Only the latter,
known as apron front or
bib overalls, is presented
in this paper.

Early Nineteenth Cen-
tury Paintings

woven India rubber.
‘We cannot tell if there
is a waist seam. A welt
pocket shows on the
right side.

In the southern states,
there are references to
slaves wearing pants
with an apron. Helen
Bradley Foster, in her
book, New Raiments of
Self: African American
Clothing of the Antebel-
lum South, quotes former
slaves interviewed dur-
ing the 1936 to 1938
Federal Writers' Project:

Paintings in the second
quarter of the nine-
teenth century show
overalls as trousers with
a separate piece sewn
to the front waist to cover the chest.
These two examples illustrate the
separate chest piece sewn to trousers
without a waistband.

In 1838 James Clonney painted In

the Woodshed. It is one of the few early
paintings of overalls that clearly
shows trousers with a chest piece
sewn to the waist. The piece starts at
the side opening. The straps are fas-
tened to the chest piece with buttons

(Fig. 1).

Nine years later William Sydney
Mount painted 7he Power of Musicin
which a man wears overalls similar to
those in the Clonney painting. In ad-
dition, the trousers have a fly closure
and at least one diagonal welt pocket.
'The patches on both legs are similar to

Fig. 1: Detail of “In the Woodshed,”
1838 by James Clonney. Museum of
Fine Arts, Boston.

of Art.

the patch on the left leg of the man in
the woodshed. The patches might give
a clue to the occupation of the wearer

(Fig. 2).

Mid-Nineteenth Century
Daguerreotypes

The detail of a quarter plate daguerre-
otype attributed to Joseph Blaney
Starkweather shows a black miner at
the Auburn Ravin in 1852 (in the
collection of the California State Li-
brary). His overalls appear to be too
big. To accommodate extra girth, the
overalls are folded over in the front.
To hold the chest piece up, the braces
are fastened to the opposite instead
of the nearest corner. The suspenders
are extended with tapes or possibly

Fig. 2: Detail of “The Power of
Music,” 1847 by William Sidney
Mount. Cleveland Ohbio Musuem

Anna Peek: The men
wore pants known as
apron pants. The cloth

was known as jeans ...

(51.4.2:478[GA]).

Sabe Rutledge (b. 1861):

First time 1 big enough to
realect (recollect) bim [grandfather] he have on
no pants but something built kinder like
overalls and have a apron. Apron button up
here where my overall buckle and can be let

down. Al be dye with indigo (3.4:65 [SC]).

A daguerreotype of a wall-paperer,
undated, but owned by Matthew R.
Isenburg and featured in Daguerreian
Annual (1996), shows that the chest
piece of the paperer’s overalls was
made of three pieces.

We expect overalls to cover the trou-
sers worn under them, but details
from some daguerreotypes show
trousers peaking through. Examples
include two workers on a ship in

dry dock at Boston Navy Yard, circa

o
== | WWW.momcc.org



& | MOMCC Magazine / Volume XXXI, no. 1

Fig. 3: Detail of a housepainter from a l/6th
p/afe dagm’rrmfype circa 1850. In the col-
lection of Greg French,

Fig. 4: Detail of “The Apprentice Tin-
smith,” a l/6th plm‘e dagm’n'eatype circa
1850. With the permission of Dennis A.
Waters.

1852, captured in a daguerreotype
taken by Southworth & Hawes
(George Eastman House), and a
housepainter at work showing his
trousers above his overalls (Fig. 3).

Some workers wore even more layers,
as a daguerreotype of an apprentice
tinsmith shows. He appears to be
wearing three layers: trousers, overalls
over his trousers, and an apron over

all (Fig. 4).

Manufacturing

Bishop Hill Colony, in Bishop Hill,
Illinois, was a communal society from
1846 to 1861. The Colony provided for
the needs of its members. “As for the
every day clothing ought to be taken
into consideration which can be
found proper for Every person em-
ployed in different kind of trades...”
In 1859 “ofverhals” were “issued to

a man by the name of Hallsing” and
five others. The colonists also manu-
factured “overhauls” to sell to non-
colonists.

In 1855, under document number B-
NC010 — Goods sold to non-colo-
nists, 15 overhauls are listed:

1 prin January 60¢
1 prin July 55¢

1 prin Sept. 50¢

1 prin Oct. 50¢

5 prin Now. @50¢ea.

6 prin Dec. @50¢ea.

(two pr were 55¢ea.)

'The entries are no proof of apron front

the button, and buttonhole fabric
reinforcements at the waist and top
of the apron front, the side placket
and the center back seam. The straps
could have been leather and therefore
removable as they are on an early
apron in the Bishop Hill Heritage
Association collection.

It was not unusual to pick apart a
worn garment and reuse the pieces. In
1844 Mary Walker wrote in her diary,
“Pieced together a pair of pantaloons
for a rug.”

Ready-Made Overall Newspaper Ads

Newspaper advertisements are a
rich source for ready-made overalls.
Unfortunately the newspapers do
not always indicate whether they are
advertising apron front overalls or
overall pants.

The New York Reformer, an “Indepen-
dent Family Paper, Devoted to Tem-
perance, Education, Choice Literature,
The Family Circle, and the General
News of the Day,” published in Water-
town, NY, carried this ad in January of

tons, and the straps are

They are now man-

overalls, however, while 1851:
renovating the attic of
the Bishop Hill hospital, Live and Let Live
built in 1855, a pair of Clothing Store.
apron front overalls were AS WE EXPECT-
found stuffed in the wall. ED!- CLARK &
Apparently they had WIGGINS have
been adapted for use as Pl received at their
an apron; because the i ’,‘ justly celebrated
inseam had been opened vk Live and Let Live
and resewn, changing \ ‘r’ Clothing Ware-
the front leg seam to '1‘ i house, the first
a straight center front | E arrival of a new
seam. The length of leg ! ! splended assort-
below the knees, the but- b : ment of Cloths,...

i |

| |

i i

missing (Fig. 5). L

—— -

ufacturing them
into Ready-Made

What remains intact is
the apron front, cut in
one with the trousers,
the position of the fly,

Fig. 5: The dashed lines at the
Jfork and legs are a reconstruction.
The location of this garment is
presently unknown.

Clothing with all
the rapidity that
their making fa-
cilities will warrant.
At their extensive

This article first appeared in the Midwest Open Air Museums Magazine 21, no. 1 (Spring 2000): 30-36.



sale rooms may be found over 10,
000 garments, consisting in part of...

Overalls,...

From the Daily Alta California, of San
Francisco, Dewitt & Harrison advertise
in April of 1851, “2 cases denim over-
alls.”

Denim was still the fabric of choice
twenty-one years later. In Scissors and
Yardstick; or All About Dry Goods, au-
thored by C.M. Brown and FW. Jac-
qua in Hartford, Connecticut in 1872
demin was “A heavy, twilled cotton
fabric, usually colored an indigo blue,
but often brown. It is used principally
for overalls, etc.”

In July of 1851, Wm. G. Badger adver-
tised in Zhe Daily Alta California that
he had:

JUST RECEIVED-Per barques
Lady Suffolk, Tartar and ship Pac-
tolus: 100 doz. striped shirts; 100
doz. overalls; Together with the
largest assortment of ready made
clothing ever offered in California.

Ready-Made Overalls Sold From
Catalogs: Fabric and India Rubber

In 1848, G.W. Simmons of Boston,
Massachusetts, advertised overalls

on page 7 of its catalog under, “LA-
BORING MEN, MECHANICS,
TEAM-STERS, &C.” both, “Overalls
& Overall Pants, 37 to 50¢.” We con-
jecture that the “Overalls” are the type
with a chest piece.

Reed, Brothers {F Co. Clothiers and Im-
porters of Dry Goods in Philadelphia,
PA advertised but did not illustrate
overalls in its 1853 catalog, “India
Rubber Goods, Overalls 1.75 to 2.00.“
Only one year later, in 1854, the North
American Gutta Percha Company, do-
ing business from New York, adver-
tised and illustrated “vulcanized gutta
percha fabric” apron front overalls as,
“Made similar to pants, with front
piece covering the chest, coated on

heavy and me-
dium fabrics: a
good article for
provision pack-
ers, butchers,
fishermen, &c.
Price, 24 to $36
per doz.” (Fig. 6).

Two years later,

in 1856, the Geo.
N. Davis and Bro’s
Catalogue of Bos-
ton used the same

copy to advertise
their “India rub-
ber overalls both
vulcanized and
solarized.” The
catalog was larger
than the North
American Gutta Percha Company
catalog and much improved by the ad-
dition of fine drawings of men wear-

ing India rubber clothing (Fig. 7).

cha Company Catalog.

The same drawing appeared in 1858
in The Union India Rubber Co. catalog.
Located at 41 John Street in New York
City, they claimed they,
ARE THE EXCLUSIVE MANU-
FACTURERS UNDER GOOD-
YEAR'S PATENT”
OVERALLS
Made similar to pants, with front
piece, covering the chest; coated on
heavy and medium fabrics; a good
article for Provision Packers/Butch-
ers, Fishermen, &c.
Sizes.-1,2,3.

PRICES.

Black,Vulcanized, ... 3.00 each
White,“ .o 350 ¢
Lustre, ... 2.63¢

The same illustrations were used in
the Bart & Hickcox Hlustrated and De-
scriptive Catalogue and Trade-Price List
of India Rubber and Gutta Percha Goods
printed in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1860.

Fig. 6: Overalls with a chest
piece advertised in the 1854
North American Gutta Per-

Fig. 7: Illustration of overalls used
in gutta percha and rubber com-
pany catalogues between 1856 and
at least 1860.

Patent and Probate Records

In her dissertation, “The Development
and Use of Bib Overalls in the United
States, 1856-1945,” Ann Revenaugh
Hemken lists the earliest patent records
she found:

Eli Stacy and John Stacy ... (Pat-
ent No. 125,994; 23 April 1872);
Emil Weil ... (Patent No. 143,947;
21 October 1873); Henry Wood-
ward ... (Patent No. 153,292; 21 July
1874).

Probate records sometimes invento-
ried clothing. In the October 23, 1861
probate records of the Stratford, Con-
necticut Historical Society Daniel L.
Thompson's personal effects are listed.
Among the clothing is “1 pair of over-
all pants .20” and “1 pair of overalls .50.”

U.S. Army Apron Overalls

The United States Army issued spe-
cialized garments to protect soldiers’

uniforms when they were engaged in
manual labor, and by the 1850s these

(&)
G ' WWW.momcc.org



& | MOMCC Magazine / Volume XXXI, no. 1

included bib front overalls for Engi-
neer troops. Shortly after the War of
1812, fatigue trousers were provided
to most soldiers for wear over their
uniform pantaloons. Made of 7/8
cotton drilling and fastening with 10
buttons, these loose garments were
cheaper to produce than pantaloons.
The Military Board of 1832, how-
ever, recommended that they be
dropped from issue. Not until the
War with Mexico would protective
overalls be again mentioned in regu-
lations.

The Corps of Engineers, a small but
elite body of men responsible for
building fortifications and military
roads, was provided with a garment
described in General Orders Num-
ber 18 of the Adjutant General's
Office, dated June 4, 1846 as “Can-
vas Overalls, to be drawn over the
other trousers for working in.”
With the major change in uniforms
brought about in General Orders
Number 31 of 1851, bib front overalls
received the description they would
retain through the 1872 Regulations:

CANVASS OVERALLS FOR
ENGINEER SOLDIERS— of
white cotton; one garment to cover
the whole of the body below the
waist, the breast, the shoulders and
the arms; sleeves loose, to allow a
free play of the arms, with narrow
wristband buttoning with one but-
ton; overalls to fasten at the neck
behind with two buttons, and at
the waist behind with buckle and
tongue.

While sleeve coverings were clearly
intended, there is no photographic
evidence that the apron overalls issued
to soldiers during the Civil War or later
ever had them. Several photographs
of Engineer troops building pontoon
bridges show hundreds of identical bib
front, white canvas overalls with cross

straps behind (I'ig. 8).

Detailed specifications for these over-

alls are provided in the never published

1865 Quartermaster Manual prepared by
Assistant Quartermaster General Colo-

nel George H. Crossman.

Oweralls:—2 7/8 yards of 8 ounce cot-
ton or pure linen duck, 28 1/2 inches
wide; 4 white metal suspender but-
tons; 51/2 skeins of No. 30 W.B.
linen thread; seams to be all *felled.”

ing depots and arsenals.
These surplus garments
were to serve Engineer
troops for several years
until expended. Al-
though the 1872 Regu-
lations still described a
coverall-type garment,
by 1875, a rear-opening
separate top which but-
toned to the same stable
trousers worn by artil-
lery and cavalry troops
was considered standard
for Engineers.

Fig. 8: Soldiers on a pontoon who appear to be wearing apron overalls like

those described in the galley proofs of the 1865 Quartermaster Manual.
Credited to Massachusetts Commandery Military Order of the Loyal Legion
and the U.S. Army Military History Institute.

A Brief Look from 1873
to 1902

By the 1870s, one-piece

apron-front overalls
appear regularly in periodicals and
clothing pattern catalogs. PrangsAids

for Téaching Trades and Occuypations published

in Boston in 1874 and 1875, illustrates
gardeners, haymakers and carpenters
wearing apron front overalls. £. But-
terick & Co.s Catalogue for Summer 1873
sold pattern #2746 as “Gent’s Over-
alls, with Apron Front. Waist Measures,
28 to 50 inches. 23 sizes; 25 cents each.”

FATIGUE OVERALLS TOR ENGI- Nine years later, in 1882, the
NEERS.—SIZES. same #2746 pattern was of-
No. 1. No. 2. INo. 3. [No. 4. | fered as,“Mens’ Overalls, with
- Apron Front: 23 sizes. Waist
Length of overalls. 45112n.147172 |48 IK measures, 28 to 50 inches. Any
do. teg, 31132 33 34 size, 25 cents.” In Butterick’s
do. apron, 14 1412%\ 14172 | Metropolitan Fashions for Au-
Width of waist, 40 42 44 tumn and Winter of 1884-1885,
do. botiom; 0 IR |221/Z (23 | WIS Seme pateoLEs puend new
q 010 TR TTRTE number and a new description
0. apron at top, but is still 25 cents (Fig. 9):
do. apron at bottom, 16 15 16
do. strap 12 “ 1212 Garments of the descrip-
- tion here represented may be
Lengihiarsiep, - 2 23 made of denim, linen, duck

"The table of body sizes and specifications
accompanyed the galley proofs of the 1865
Quartermaster Manual.

'The Secretary of War reported that in
1867 there were some 31,235 sets of can-
vas overalls on hand at the various cloth-

or stout cotton goods of any descrip-
tion; and a pocket may be inserted at
one or both sides, according to the
needs of the wearer. The pattern is in
23 sizes for men from 28 to 50 inch-
es, waist measure, it requires 4 yards
or 3 1/8 yards of 36 inches wide.



Fig. 9: Pattern #2746 (front &
back) from E. Butterick & Co.s
Catalogue, Summer 1873 and Sum-
mer 1882.

Price of pattern, 1s. or 25 cents.

Past Patterns’apron front overalls
pattern is drafted from a diagram
titled “Men’s Overalls, with Apron”
featured in the 1897 edition of The
Diamond Garment Cutter. The Diamond
Garment Cutter is a “Book of Dia-
grams’ consisting of proportional
pattern drafts for the home and
professional secamstress. Beginning
with 7he National Garment Cutterin
1884, W.H. Goldsberry, in partnership
with Doran and Nelson, published
books of diagrams annually from
their headquarters in Chicago, I1li-
nois. In 1895 the name was changed
to The Diamond Garment Cutter of
which Past Patterns has the 1885,
1886, 1893, 1895, 1897 and 1901 edi-
tions. I have found an early draft of
this same pattern in an 1888 edition
of The Diamond Garment Cutter; the lat-
est is in a 1901 edition.

“BLUE CARPENTER APRON
OVERALL” was advertised in the
1902 Edition of the Sears, Roebuck Cata-
log. It is described as:

Made from 7 ounce blue wash-
able denim;

double sewed throughout at all
vital parts; large apron; elastic end
suspenders; patent buttons; one rule

Fig. 10: Apron front overalls in
the 1888, 1897 & 1901 Book of
Diagrams. From the 1897 edition
in Past Patterns collections.

Fig. 11: MOMCC President Rick Musselman decked

out in his overalls.

pocket; one front and

one back pocket.

No. 41R716 Per Pair..................50¢
No. 41R718 Carpenter overalls,
same as No. 41R716 above, only
the material is 8-ounce black duck.
'This overalls is warranted in every
particular,

Price; pr Pl 50¢
Everett Apron Overall.

Made from the same material as
plain overalls, from the Everett
gray and black striped denim. This
is a very popular overalls; cut full
size; large apron, extra rule pocket;
double sewed throughout; sus-
penders of same material with 6-
inch elastic ends.

No. 41R720 Price, per pair............50¢
Plain White Duck Overalls.

No. 41R722 Men's White Duck
Overalls, used by painters and pa-
per hangers.

No. 41R724 Same as No. 41R722,
only made with apron and suspend-

Miners’ Overalls, made from 10-

ounce white drill duck, regulation
miners’ overalls, double sewed,
well made throughout.

Bibs 1856 through 1945

Ann Revenaugh Hemken states in
her dissertation, “The Development
and Use of Bib Overalls in the United
States, 1856-1945":

A wide bib extends from one side
seam of the waistband to the opposite
side seam and is wide enough at

the top edge so that it might extend
from armpit to armpit of the wearer.
A narrow bib, on the other hand, is
defined as one that does not cover the
full width of the waist at the waistline
and appears skimpy on the chest of

the wearer.

Wide bibs were in use throughout
the period [1856-19457] but narrow
bibs were only common for men from
the 1870s through the early 1900s. It
is safe to say that wide bibs were the

l Www.momcc.org
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norm for men after 1920...

...a high bib...reaches at least to the
wearer’s armpits and a low bib...ap-
pears nipple level or lower. In general,
a high bib was most common and was
found at all times between 1856 and
1945.

The outer, vertical edges of the bib pos-
sessed one of two characteristics: they
were either curved or angled from the
side seam...the angled type was more
common.

Pockets 1856 through 1915

From Ann Revenaugh Hemken’s dis-
sertation:

It was most common to find two
pockets on the front of the trousers
portion of the overalls. Patch pockets
were used throughout the period,...
The use of a single pocket, at the left
or right front, was also evident for the
whole era,...

In the late 1880s, a rule pocket came
into use. In all examples it appeared
near the right side seam of the thigh
portion of the leg. Another addition to
the back of the leg, found after 1890,
was 2 hammer loop, most commonly
placed on the left side.

Pockets on the bib were usual after
about 1905, the first ones being small
patch pockets on the wearer’s left side.
After 1915, a single pocket might be
centered on the bib or there might be
two pockets, one on each side of the
center. Patentees advocated complex
pockets in the 1890s, but these did
not become a reality until at least 1915
when they began to appear in adver-
tisements and photographs.

To learn more about American over-
alls, borrow a copy of Ann Revenaugh
Hemken’s dissertation, “The Develop-
ment and Use of Bib Overalls in the
United States, 1856-1945,” from lowa

State University via Interlibrary Loan.

The OCLS no. is 28237316.
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The purpose of MOMCC is to "further the interchange of
*1 materials, information, ideas and consideration of professional issues
within the open-air interactive and historical museum professions.”
Submissions regarding any topic of relevance to this purpose are
# welcome and needed. This is your magazine! Length is not an issuc:
one page and even one-column articles are needed as much as longer
i submissions,
\? If possible, submissions should be made on computer disk in an
) IBM compatible format, Microsoft Word and Word Perfect are the
editor's choices for submissions. Macintosh format is acceptable but
please allow extra ime for conversion. Contact the editors before
submitting a final copy of extensive manuscripts for the most current
computer guidelines,
| At least one hard copy of the article must be submitted. Hard
2 copies should be double-spaced. A title page should accompany the
hard copy, and must include the full name of the author(s), their
' professional affiliations(s), and title(s). Please include a brief
"' biographical paragraph from each writer for an author's note at the
L | end of the article.  Also include a complete address, telephone
number(s), and email if available of a contact person.

Photographs and illustrations are welcome and encouraged.
Glossy black and white photographs reproduce with the best quality,
1 but any clear photograph, color or black and white, is usually suitable.
) Suggested captions and credit lines must be included with the
photographs.

Clear, high quality copies of diagrams, drawings, and other
| illustrations may also accompany the article.  As with photographs,
| Msuggested captions, credit lines, and other documentation must
accompany the illustration.

Photographs and illustrations should be numbered on the back to
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correspond with their matching numbered captions.  Fasten the |
captions to the photograph or illustration to avoid mix-ups. ‘W“
With all illustrations and photographs, beware of copyright ;’fa
infringements and restrictions. Remember, copyright compliance is 1
the author's responsibility!. The author(s) selected for publication are 4
responsible for copyright infringement. See the MOMCC Copyright i
Notice on the inside back cover.

Books, journals, bulletins, and other sources used in the creation §
of an article must be properly referenced.  The editors require 5¢
following the guidelines set forth by the Chitag Mannal of Style or A
Mannal for Witters of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by Kate
Turabian,

articles in the Magazine are seen by readers of many different §
professional backgrounds.  Please double check the grammar, ’
spelling, and punctuation before sending in submissions. Other than §
simple corrections or other minor changes, the author(s) will be
asked to make any changes deemed necessary. ‘ q

MOMCC does not pay authors for accepted submissions.  All
accepted articles are considered contributions o MOMCC.

The editorial staff can make no spedfic guarantee as to when an £
article chosen for publicaton will appear in print.

For the return of submitted materials, please include a first class |
SASE. Contact the Editor-in-Chief with any questions regarding %
proposed topies or content. All submissions to be considered for |
articles should be submitted to the following address:

MOMCC MAGAZINE
¢/o Conner Prairie Interactive History Park

13400 Allisonville Rd » Fishers, Indiana 46038
MOMCCmagazine@gmail.com
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Deadline for

“Thinking Outside the Box: The i S

October 1,
Community as a Living History Site.” = 2011

Madison, Indiana
March 8-10, 2012

Most of downtown Madison has
been a National Historic Landmark
District since 2006. Every year the
community is host to people from
all over the United States and the
world who come to soak in the
historical atmosphere.

http:/ /visitmadison.org

Please join us as Madison hosts the Requested Information

MOMCC Spring Conference with a » Title of Presentation

focus on expanding the boundaries * Brief Description

of living history past the museum's « Presenter, Session Chair and/or other

walls. Help us answer the question pa‘ri.:ici‘pants ( plcase include name, contact info.,
"What does the community expect affiliations, brief biographical sketch or resume

to be used in your introduction). |
» Format (workshop, paper, panel/ roundtable, i

performance, other) |
» Length (1/2 day, workshop full day workshop,

45 min session, 90 min session, multiple

from Living History?"

If you have an idea for a session or
workshop please send the L
information requested at right to sessions).

Anne Fairchild: ~ « Auto-visual Needs: Indicated if you need a

amfairchild@yahoo.com or to | ~laptop, projector or screen for your presentati i
¢ mﬁ— ~ a‘hw

P.O. Box 104 * Madison, IN * 47250
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