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to socialize with other people from the area. Some, though, 
were formed as a way to take care of each other. The Modern 
Woodsmen of America served as a support body for the 
families of its members in the case of a death. The other 
members of the group would help the surviving fami ly 
members with monetary and food donations as well as labor 
and other suppo1i for the grieving family. At least a couple 
members of this organization were local farmers (Mead et 
al., 85-98). 

Early Fourth of July 

Not all organized gatherings, had organized beginnings, 
however. In an edition of the Augusta Eagle from 189 1, an 
unknown writer tells of an early Fourth of July celebration 
in Augusta. In the late 1830s, a group of young men decided 
that to celebrate the holiday, they would go for a ride and 
a supper. Each man asked a lady to accompany him. On 
the Fourth, at the designated time, the group met and rode 
to Pulaski in the best vehicles they had. Upon their return, 
arrangements had been made to have a meal prepared upon 
their retwn. The next year, the celebration was much larger. 
It was held on the farm of a Mr. Balfour in Round Grove. 
The Declaration oflndcpendence was read and refreshments 
were served for all in attendance (Mead et al., 18). 

Over the next few years, the event grew. By the early I 850s, 
three to fi ve thousand people attended the event, with farmers 
and housewives bringing food for all, so a free meal could 
be provided fo r everyone there. That evening there would be 
a social dance, w ith amusements and refreshments (Mead et 
al. , 16). 

Plymouth, just north of Augusta, also had a large celebration 
for the Fourth of July in the 1830s, although it was nowhere 
near the size Augusta's reached. In 183 7, Plymouth had a 
"regular o ld fashioned southern barbecue" (Young, 4 7). This 
meant a free dinner and drinks for all who would come. A 
trench was dug big enough to cook a whole beef, plus two 
hogs and two sheep all at the same time. A table stre tching 
one hundred feet in length was prepared, and five to s ix 
hundred people showed up. A ball was also held that night 
(Young, 48). 

Events such as these drew people from miles around. Some 
of these events arc such an important tradition to the people 
of the community that they are still celebrated in a similar 
manner now. For example, P lymouth still has an annual 
picnic for the Fourth of July where everyone brings a dish to 
share. These events gave people another opportunity to see 
o ld friends and make new ones. It would also give people 
from all over the area to share stories and talk about major 
recent events in the area or in the country. Once again, this 

was an extraordinary opportun ity for rural settlers to stay in 
touch with the world. 

Fairs 

The Hancock County Joint Stock Agriculture Society was 
organ ized sometime before 1854. This is known because the 
annua l meeting for that year was not held, due to a lack of 
interest-the chief officers failed to show up. The Carthage 
Republican published a long article stressing how important 
agriculture was to the county's economy. The next year, 
interest in the society revived and the date for the county's 
first county fa ir was set. It would be held on September l 91h 

and 20'" at Catibage. That first year, there were ten classes, 
ranging from livestock to home goods. The fair was a 
resounding success and more c lasses were added for the next 
year (Beard, 31 ). 

The county fair in Augusta grew out of an annual picnic for 
fam1crs and former citizens to get together and to exchange 
reminiscences. They a lso wanted to keep abreast of cunent 
events. Due to its great popularity and growth, the reunion 
was named the Augusta Community Livestock Association 
and relocated from Catlin's Grove to the community high 
school grounds. Soon the fair gained fame outside of the 
area, and exhibitors from fwi her away sta1ied to become 
regular attendees. 

The county fair gave farmers a chance to exhibit their produce 
and gave housewives a chance to see who had the best pie. 
The spirit of friendly competition drew people to the fair. 
The fai r a lso helped exhibit the importance of agriculture in 
the county. The way the fair quickly caught on and persisted 
shows that people enjoyed the oppo1iunity to get together 
and show off their produce. These separate county fa irs 
eventually were combined for one big county fair that is sti ll 
he ld in Augusta to this day. Many of the original classes are 
still in existence, and some even sti ll draw a huge crowd­
the pie baking contest continues to draw people from all over 
the county. 

Sport 

ln the early days of Hancock County, one paiiicularly 
enjoyable sport was hunting. One pa1iicu larly favori te form 
of the big hunt was called the drive-hunt, or the race-hunt. 
A group of settlers would meet in a high spot on the prairie. 
On this spot, they erected a very tall pole. This pole was 
declared the center of the circuit. All invo lved would agree 
to start a certain number of miles from the pole, at a certain 
time. They would then head toward the pole, driv ing all 
the wildlife they would find ahead of them. The goal was 
that they would all reach the po le area at a pa1ticular hour. 



All so11s of wild life would be found in this ring, mostly 
deer. When the deer discovered they were suirnunded, they 
would begin to run around the circle-just as if they were 
on a race track. The hunters would then pick off all the 
animals they could for as long as possible. Once the first 
deer broke through the ring, the rest would quickly follow 
it. All the animals killed would be divided equally among 
those involved. This not only provided food for the hunters' 
famil ies, but was also great sport (Wienke, 176). Sport is still 
very popular in the area today. Some schools in the county 
will even cancel class on the first day of big hunting seasons. 
Many hunters wi ll still go hunt in groups today, though not 
in quite the maimer that these early settlers did. 

The Courthouse 

The cou1thouse was a ve1y impo1tant building in the early 
days of a town. Usually this was just a single log cabin 
early on, until a more permanent structure could be built. 
Ca11hage, the county seat for Hancock County, built its first 
courthouse in 1833. Only three years later, it was decided 
that the single room courthouse would not provide the offices 
and jw-y rooms required, so a new building was built. By 
I 839, the building was being used as a schoolhouse (Beard, 
7). The new building still stands today, and is still used as 
a gathering place for various community events, as well as 
being the county seat. 
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These multi-purpose buildings were used for any kind of 
public meetings, as well as church services or even as a 
school. This gave citizens of the town a place to meet without 
having to invade someone's home. It also provided a good 
place to hold large public events such as town celebrations. 

Politics 

September 18, 1858 is a date that was remembered by the 
citizens of Augusta for a long time. J. H. Catlin, the publisher 
of the Chicago Tribune, gave an account of the day that 
Abraham Lincoln visited this small country town. He arrived 
to visit and old acquaintance and friend of his, James Stark. 
He had come to give a speech whi le he was on his campaign 
trail. By this time Mr. Lincoln was becoming quite popular, 
and a huge crowd had gathered. At this particular event, Mr. 
Lincoln arrived in a horse drawn carriage, and every time be 
went to stand, the crowd would cheer and yell, which would 
spook the horses, causing him to fall back in his seat. He 
also gave speeches in Carthage, LaHarpe, and Dallas City 
that same year. 

Abraham Lincoln wasn't the only political visitor to come to 
Hancock County. In Augusta alone, many other prominent 
political figures came to visit. Early in the summer of 1858, 
Stephen A. Douglas, Lincoln's political opponent at the 
time, also came to give a speech. By this time the railrnad 
had come through, and many politicians who were passing 

through would stop and give a sho11 
speech off the back of their train car 
(Mead et al., 25). 

Ft. Pontoosuc City LaHarpe 

• 
These visitors would al l draw large 
crowds in the small towns in the area. This 
gave citizens in the area the oppo1tunity 
to see some of the big politicians of the 
time and also helped encourage them to 
stay involved politica lly. 
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Nauvoo 

Not all interactions between peop le of the 
community were pleasant. Just as there 
are social and racial issues all over the 
world today, early citizens of Hancock 
County had their share of trouble. The 
most prominent of these centered on the 
Mo1mons in the city of Nauvoo. Nauvoo 
is located in the no11hwest comer of 
Hancock County. Between 1839 and 
1846, Nauvoo was the largest town in 
Illinois, with a population of twenty 
thousand, as well as the most politically 
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powerful town (Hancock County). During these years, the 
population was mostly composed of Mormons. 

Not all settlers in Hancock County were welcomed with open 
arms, nor were the social interactions between groups always 
pleasant. When the Mormons first arrived in the county, they 
were treated with great compassion, as the citizens from 
Quincy to Nauvoo bel ieved them to be persecuted. Over 
the next few years, that relationship changed drastically. 
Soon the other residents of the county considered them to 
be thieves and took great caution when dealing with them 
(Mead et al. , 46). 

The change in attitudes towards the Mormons was largely 
due to differences in beliefs. The Mo1mons believed that the 
Earth is the Lord's, and that they are God's people. Therefore, 
whatever they found and wanted was theirs. In other words, 
gentiles had no rights that Mo1mons were bound to respect. 
This had an especially vicious effect within the farming 
community. While a large number of Mo1mons were 
cons idered to be honest, respectable people, there was sti ll a 
great amount of thieving done in a small way- hens, hogs, 
tools, et cetera. Any time a gentile fa1mer had something 
sto len- be it hog or hoe-he would assume that it had been 
a Mormon that had stolen it. Likewise, if a Mormon had 
something stolen, he would assume that it was his genti le 
neighbors that had stolen it. Many of the Mormons in the 
county did not live in Nauvoo; a significant number of them 
were farmers who lived in or around the small communities 
all around the county. This brought these problems ve1y 
close to home for many of the local settlers (Young, 58). 

A ll of this led to a great amount of antagonjsm between the 
genti les and Mormons within the communities in Hancock 
County. The peak in the tensions occurred on June 27, 
1844. On this day, a mob attacked the Carthage j ai l, where 
the Mormon leader Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum 
were being he ld. During the attack, both were killed. This 
event caused a great unrest in all of the smTounding area. 
Many citizens feared a sw ift and violent response from the 
Mannon popu lation of Nauvoo, and a panic followed. Most 
armed themselves, but some fled the area, quickly packing 
their bags and leaving in the dead of the night to go stay for 
a while with re lati ve or friends far from the threat of attack 
(Young, 77). A sto1y is even told that a particularly well­
connected gentleman in Carthage fled in such a hurry that he 
was seen leaving town in his wife 's clothing. 

This panic had a profound effect on the county over the 
next few weeks and months. Many social activities s lowed, 
or stopped altogether, as some citizens remained fa r from 
home or kept themselves locked away behind closed doors . 
Some people refused to travel, fearing being attacked on the 

road. While the feared response from Nauvoo never arrived, 
that didn't stop people from taking the utmost precautions. 
This incident changed the way Mom10ns and the rest of the 
county interacted until the Mormons emigrated in the spring 
of 1846. 

Conclusion 

Even though the early settlers of Hancock County were 
primarily fanners who had plenty of hard work to do eve1y 
day, they still found time to get together with friends and 
fami ly to celebrate big occasions and talk about recent 
events. These early people established the footprints of 
civilization in the county. As more and more people moved 
into the area, they began to do more and more things 
together. Soon, interesting gatherings began to grow around 
civic improvements such as school houses, religious centers, 
and courthouses. Spell ing bees and debating societies at 
the schools, protracted meeting and baptismal services at 
churches, fairs, and major celebrations all gave folk the 
chance to get together and socialize a bit. Throughout the 
years, the events and people changed, but their reasons for 
gather remained mostly the same-stay in contact with each 
other and share their stories . 

All of this shows that early settlers were not the simpleton 
fa1mers that most people picture when they visualize the early 
years of the Prairie State. These were very well connected, 
sophisticated people who were exceptionally aware of what 
was going on around them. The real story of what rural 
America was like is full of rich, colorfu l people who started 
many of the traditions that have survived through the years 
and are still seen today. 

Jason Buss is currently an Agricultural Engineering major 
at the University ofJl/inois Urbana-Champaign. 
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A brief message from the new President, 
and one from an old one, too. 

I would like to take the time to thank everyone for voting 
me in as the next President of MOMCC. I am honored to be 
in this position and hope that I can fill the shoes of our past 
presidents . I would like to thank Rob Ma1tin for all of his 
hard work over the past year. Rob brought quite a bit to the 
position, and his work was definite ly appreciated. 

I feel that 2008 
will be a good year 
for MOMCC. We 
have a very strong 
board w ith some 
great individuals 
on it. I am both 
pleased and 
honored to work 
alongside some 
great young minds 
in the living history 
fie ld. In addition 
to this, we have 
some wonderful 
confe r e n ces 

planned. I am also very pleased that we have planned ahead 
and have future conference sites picked out for years to come. 
The MOM CC magazine gets better each year and has proven 
to be an extremely professional and well done publication. 
The website continues to be a vital on line presence that draws 
in more interest in our organization. Lastly, we are constantly 
working on professional development and new fundrai sing 
ideas tlu-ough our endowment fund and fe llowships. 

For the New Year, I would like every person in our membership 
to be a part of this process of continual improvement. Your 
comments, suggestions and ideas are what make us a great 
organization. I would personally like your feedback so that 
we can make sure that your experience w ith MOMCC is 
both beneficial and enjoyable. With these ideas in mind, let 
us all have a great year and continue to make MOMCC an 
important facet of the liv ing history and open air museum 
fi e ld. 

Rick Musselman 

More on the Candace Tangorra Matelic Award 
by Carol Smith 

The Candace Tangorra Matelic Award is given annually to 
the author of the article j udged most outstanding in each 
year 's volume of the Magazine. Funds for the prize are part 
of the annual budget. The purpose of the Award is to honor 
Matelic, a founding member of MOM CC, and to encomage 
submiss ions. Criteria used to judge the papers are outlined 
in the purpose section of the MOMCC bylaws found in 
most issues of the Magazine. They include "the interchange 
of materials, information, ideas" and discussion of topics 
re levant to the field. The winner of this year 's award is Laura 
Daugherty for her article on the history of photography. 

While there are many outstanding artic les each year in the 
Magazine, the 
Award Conm1ittee 
felt that Laura's 
a dmi ra b l y 
summarized the 
development 
of techniques, 
described their 
faults, and offered 
in for m a ti o n 
relevant to 
preservation of 
photog r aphic 
artifacts . 



From the Bookshelf 

Jensen, Joan M. Calling this Place Home: Women on the 
Wisconsin Frontiet; 1850-1925. Minneapolis: Minnesota 
Historical Society Press, 2006. 

After twenty-five years of research and searching through vast 
archives and never-ending docw11ents and reports, Joan Jensen 
has produced a wonderful synopsis about the lives of both 
native and European-Ame1ican settler women who lived in 
Wisconsin from 1850 to 1925. Her detailed work is a model 
for anyone interested in producing an in-depth local history, and 
her conscience eff01t to cover a broad range of topics relevant 
to the lives of these frontier women deserves praise. Her range 
of study not only impresses both cwi-ent historians and history 
enthusiasts; it also appeals to the grandchildren and great­
grandchildren of the women Jensen chronicles in her study. Her 
approach is unique; she spins a nairntive web throughout her 
academic research, linking statistical data, historical inquiry, 
and research with real-life stories of the men and women who 
settled, fanned, and retired on the Wisconsin frontier. 

Jensen treats her subjects with a delicate perceptivity, giving 
them a sense of agency not usually found within the pages of an 
academic history book. While Jensen does not explicitly pwport 
an argument regarding the women she studies, she does come 
to some important conclusions regarding the various aspects of 
these women's lives. She is also complete in her analysis of 
these women's lives. She begins her study by creating a space 
in which these women live, work, interact, and eventually pass 
away. Jensen then categorizes her analysis into aspects ofhealing, 
caring, learning, matters of the spirit, and political landscapes. 
Finally, she tells the stories of those family members closest to 
her, integrating her own identity within the context of the hist01y 
of these Wisconsin women. 

Perhaps one of Jensen's greatest triumphs in this book is her 
treatment of the Native women who lived and struggled for 
survival on the Wisconsin frontier. Where many authors 
disregard or virtually ignore the Native American tribes tl1at 
lived interspersed among settlers in Wisconsin, Jensen tackles 
their histo1y head-on. She delves into the most intricate, detailed 
aspects of their lives from childbi1th to education to life as an 
elder. Jensen should be praised for the way in which she places the 
spotlight on the women in the Native communities. She analyzes 
the type of work these women performed, from bead.work for 
profit to subsistence agricultme and concludes that these women 
played an integral part in supporting their fami lies economically. 
The native women also ensured the transfer of culture from one 
generation to the next. Jensen also does not negatively portray 
the settlers' attitudes toward the native populations Living in 
Wisconsin, although there were conflicts between settlers 

and natives. Instead, she places the native culture wiilii11 the 
larger, diverse culture that emerged in Wisconsin during the late 
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 

As well as Jensen does analyzing and describing the lives of the 
native women who Lived in Wisconsin dw·ing this time, she also 
provides timely, in-depth analyses of income, welfare and health 
care, and elder care. Women provided key commercial income 
necessaiy to supp01t the fa1m. Other authors, from Maiy Neth 
to Barbara Handy-Marchello, have stressed the importance of 
women's production to the farm economy as vital income that 
played an integral role in the survival of the farm. Jensen adds 
to their scholarship with a sharp analysis of women's labor and 
production trends. She also develops important scholarship 
on welfare and health care options fami lies faced in isolated 
commurnhes. She writes that the state instituted mother 's 
pensions to al low children to enjoy their childhoods at play 
and as a matter of social justice. She also addresses the type 
of care elders could receive in vaiious situations, from wiiliin 
their own famil ies to poorhouses and almshouses. Jensen does 
a thorough job tackling each of these issues with clear analyses 
to be w1derstood not only by academic scholars but also by 
Wisconsin history enthusiasts. 

Reaching a broad audience is notJensen's only motive in w1iting 
a work of dus scope and nature. Jensen is not only a presenting a 
historical account of the lives ofd1e women who made d1eir lives 
on the Wisconsin frontier; she is also validating her own self­
identity within the complex story she weaves. For a lustorian 
whose collective works have already contlibuted much to enrich 
the historical record, Jensen could merely enjoy retirement and 
the fruits of her labor. Instead, she chooses to w1ite a history 
unlike anything she wrote before. By including the na1i-atives 
of her own family, Jensen colors her st01y with real-life tales of 
expectations, family emergencies, pove1ty, and love. Her fan1i ly 
plays a central role in the re-creation of this frontier world, yet 
she ti·eats her fan1ily stories as sources to enrich her text. She 
does not overly dwell on the sentimental remembrances of the 
sto1ytellers in her family, and readers will fi nd her approach 
refreshing. Her work also reaffinns the importance of oral 
interviews to enhance and explain academic scholarship. Many 
times historians forget that real people lived du.ring these periods 
of historical inquiJy. Jensen reminds historians to look to a 
vaiiety of sources to enhance their own work. Her study is a 
model local hist01y captured through the eyes of those who 
actually lived it. 

Sara Egge is a graduate student in the Agriculgural His/Of)' and 
Rural Studies Program, Iowa State University. 
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25th Anniversary Endowment Fund 
Candace Matelic, founder of MOMCC, has pledged the fust 
donation to the MOMCC endowment - $2,500, which she 
challenges MOMCC members to match 3 to I. 

Please make your tax-deductible contribution today by 
completing the form below and mailing it to the 

MOMCC treasurer Debra A. Reid. You will 
By the campaign's end the fund will 
increase to at least $ 10,000. Pledges 
already stand at $3,097. MOMCC 
established the endowment to 
honor the organization's 25th 
anniversaty. The interest from 
the $ I 0,000 investment wi ll 
increase MOMCC services 
to members, including but 
not limited to fe llowships to 
attend MOMCC and 
ALHFAM conferences, 
in vited speakers a t 
conferences, and special 
publications. 

ContTibutions of any amount 
are welcome, and all funds will 
be restricted. P lease use the 
endowment as an opportunity for 
planned as well as memorial giving. 
Contributions may be made in installments, 
with bill ing occuning twice during FY 2004-
2005 (Sept. I-Aug. 31) and twice during FY 2005-2006. 

Magazine. If you w ish to 
remain anonymous, pl ease 
indicate that on the 
contr ibution form. 

MOMCC thanks you for 
your support. 

25th Anniversary Endowment Fund Contribution Form 
Memorials: This donation recognizes the fo llowing individual (can be living !!) ______________ _ 

Biographical infonnation on the individual memorialized (optional) _______ ___________ _ 

Anonymous (please circle preference): YES I NO 

Publication information (please circle preference): YES I NO I allow my name to be published in the MOMCC 

Magazine (Fall issue) as a contributor to the MOM CC 25th Anniversary Endowment Fund. 

Amount: $25 $50 __ $ 100 __ $250 Other 

Payment Method: Check or Money Order (Payable to MOMCC Endowment Fund) 

__ Credit Card (Please Circle) VISA I MASTERCARD 
# on Credit Card _______________________ Expiration date: _______ _ 

Please charge my card for $ _______ AUTHORIZING SIGNATURE: ____________ _ 

Contribution made by: 

NAME: (as you wish it to appear in the MOMCC 

Magazine) ----------------------
Address: City: _________ State: ____ Zip Code: ____ _ 

Daytime Phone: (Area Code) and number: E-mail: 
----------~ 

Send this Endowment Fund Contribution Form along with payment to: 
Debra A. Reid, MOM CC Treasurer; Depa1tment of History, Eastern Ill inois University 

600 Lincoln Avenue.; Charleston, IL 6 1920 



In 1844, Sylvanus Wade moved his family to Greenbush, 
Wisconsin, twenty miles east of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 
The following is a letter that Sylvanus wrote to his cousins in 
Massachusetts to explain the move. 

Sheboygan, Nov. 11 , 1844 

Dear Cousins, 

I once more take my pen to renew a correspondence whi ch 
has bin delayed by me in consequence of delay on your pa1t 
al tho I have received a Number of paper from you & have 
mailed Several to you, your papers are thankfully received 
by us in our present retired location which is 20 mi les from 
Sheboygan West on the road leading from Sheboygan to Fon 
Du Lac on Lake Winibago, 1 Sold my farm at Fo1t Atkinson 
last Spring & have bought that 200 acres of Government land 
where I now live & we are keeping a public house the reason 
for my So doing is consequenic of my health my health has 
bin Such for two or three years past that I had to abandon my 
Shop & in fact a ll kind of hard labor caused by using to heavy 
a hammer & my health otherwise has been very poor Since 1 
had the Ague & Fever but since 1 came here I thin k my health 
has improved I think the climate agrees w ith me & my family 
better here then it South we have a first rate farming country 
around us & a near market for our produce at Sheboygan 
which promises to be the Second place in the Territory on 
Lake Michigan its natural advantages for a harbor is the best 
on the Lake and will require the least expense to improve it 
the Site for the Town can't be Surpassed its elevation from 
the Lake is 30 or 40 feet quite Steep the land in then perfectly 
leveled and dry the town was commenced by a company in 
1836 which puritu it has now passed into other hands and 
last Spring it commence improvi ng and the country around 
it commenced settling both are going as hard as fast as any 
other place I have been aquianted with in the Western country 
there has been a pier build this Summer & most of the Lake 

boats Stop at Sheboygan there has been considerable landing 
the latter part of the Season both emigrants & merchandize 
all of which has to be hauled by here which has rendered 
our business very good Since the pier was finished for all 
who passed are ob licged to call on us & most of them to stay 
over night we are just half way from Sheboygan to Fon Du 
Lac our nearest neighbor East is 13 miles & West 10 miles 
so you see we are living by ourselves but the road will Soon 
be settle I expect there wil l be 3 or 4 fami lies near us this 
fall my Son in Law has bought 200 acres adjoining mind 
& I expect he wi ll move here this wi nter we contemplate 
building a Saw mill next Season on my place I have excellent 
water power on a stream ca lled Mullet with water Sufficient 
to drive a Saw or Grist mill all Seasons of the year times 
are very good &a general time of health in this part of the 
country crops come in very good this fa ll except potatoes 
which were injured by the wet weather we had & uncommon 
wet season until 6 or 7 weeks past is has been d1y & warm 
& still continue quite warm the people of this Territory are 
quite alive in politics al tu they have no vote for President yet 
they take as active a part as if they had I think if a vote of a 
Territory was taken there would be but little difference I for 
one Should not no have to vote Clay I should be unwilling to 
support & Polk T should not support in consequence of anti 
tariff principals I or favor of home industries & production 
but I most close please write on receipt of this & believe me 
Yerr yours Sincerely S. Wade 

With improvements made to the road and increased traffic on 
that road, Wade built a new inn in 1850. The Wade House 
remained in the Wadefami~v until 1941, still serving as an 
inn fi·-om time to time with its most prosperous time in the 
1850s. Today the Wade House is one of ten historic sites 
owned and operated by the Wisconsin Historical Society. 
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Allie Wade was the wife of Hollis Wade, youngest child 
of Sylvan us Wade. Jn I 844, Sylvanus brought his family 
to Greenbush, Wisconsin, where he ran an inn. Jn I 850, 
he built a new inn that remained in the family until 1941. 
Hollis and Allie married at the Wade House in I 867. 
They remained at Wade House until their deaths. These 
letters written by Allie to her mother give us a glimpse of 
daily life in rural Wisconsin in I 870. 

Greenbush, Wisconsin May l 61
\ 1870 

Dear Mother, 

Once more I seat myself to answer a welcome le tter. I 
rec'd your letter Thursday and intended answering it 
yesterday but we went to the graveyard and took a ride 
down the plank road and up around by Mr. Coles then 
Henry and Eunice called, then Mary Smith and Etta 
Stoddard and Hellen come in a while and it was then too 
late. Eunice came down to have us come up to dinner 
and as we were eating dinner she sat down and ate with 
us, so we did not go. I had not been up to the graveyard 
since Emma's monument was put up. 

Well now I will commence my letter. We are a ll pretty 
wel l that are at home. Mr. and Mrs. Wade arc in F--- we 
expect them home tomorrow. Frank is getting to be a 
great boy, he goes and gets the eggs at the barn, carries 
the basket down and brings the eggs back in it, has to 
go every time I go, and went to day with Polly. Hollis 
has built a pig-pen out by the smoke house and got three 
little pigs, and there is a little calf out in the place where 
the lambs used to be and Frank has to go and see them 
all quite often, he says "see ca'h p-kig (pig) go", guess 
1 wi ll interpret "see calf pig go", some words he speaks 
qui te plainly and others we only learn by his motions, 
he is the greatest mimic I ever saw, if he sees any thing 
done he w ill try to do it days afterward and never forgets 
anything, he wa nts to take yo ur picture every day and 
says "Mamma-kockings" he says Grandpa and Granma 
have gone "Lac Lac car" for F-d-Lac in car. You will 
be surprised when you see him he has grown so much I 
think though he is not as fl eshy as when you saw him, he 
says "cuck coo" when l get him asleep and wants me to 
s ing that song every night. 

Tuesday eve. The fo lks came home safely to day and I 
think they both fee l better for their visit. I fee l very rich 
for Ellen sent me old cotton stockings enough to make 
Frank eight pairs of good nice stockings, long enough to 

come to his waist and two pairs of woolen stockings of 
Hellens with the hee ls and toes only worn out and they 
would be long enough for me, they are bright plaid red 
and blue and all colors and match so nice ly with his new 
dress. If Frank always fares as well for things as he has 
so far hi s clothes wil l not cost much to us and he looks 
well as any of the little ones, and we think a little better. 
lfl wanted to buy a lot of things I would not dare to send 
to you for samples again. J did not intend to have you 
do so as I don't think it is necessary to beg for him as 
we have not had to buy very much and I'm afraid you 
thought I was begging. Well I have some some to write 
if it is not old news but I guess it w ill some of it be news. 
Willie Stratton is married to a girl from Brothertown, 
and is home visiting. Mick Sweets wife has had and 
lost a little child and the Dr's think she cannot live. Mr. 
Wm Wall died Sunday morning and was buried to day in 
Mitchel forty four teams went from here to the funeral 
mostly Catholics. I presume you know that I. Bevier's 
folks have a boy and that Emogene Ri pley has a girl. 

Give my best wishes to a ll 
My love to Mother 
From All ie 

May 301
\ 1870 Greenbush, Wisconsin 

Dear Mother, 

l received your welcome letter on Thursday and it found 
us cleaning house. Holli s was sitting down a minute 
to rest from his tiresome job of scrap ing off the old 
whitewash. Sometime this week the barroom is going to 
be cleaned. I'm going to wash windows as I have good 
luck in getting them clean and like to do it. 

I think of taking things out of our room and tak ing the 
carpet up this week but may not till next, but I think it 
needs dusting. I 've taken my muslin curta ins down and 
washed and put them away, and am go ing to put up my 
new ones that Hollis bought when we get cleaned up 
here. 

I haven't written whether we were we ll but we are well 



as usual I believe though there seems to be someone sick 
around through the country as the Dr's are pretty busy. 
Old Mrs. Durkee died last Friday, was buried yesterday. 
Mr. D feels very badly. It was her third stroke of apoplexy 
and there cou ld be nothing done for her. 

Tuesday eve. Hollis is rocking Frank to sleep so I wi ll 
finish my letter. We are having very dry and very warm 
weather now. The grain and everything needs rain but 
things are as forward as generally in the middle of June. 
We have had a remarkable wi nter and spring. The potato 
bugs arc worse than ever before, the big striped ones are 
think. They got on the potatoes when they are planting 
them in some places, before they could cover them up . 

Grain looks well but Hollis thinks this hay crop will be 
light this year. Mr. Cady said while here that Hollis's 
barley and a piece of wheat on the Devoy's were the two 
best pieces he has seen in the county. Henry is away 
most of the time so Eunice and George are a lone days 
mostly f guess. I have not been up to stay very long 
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in some time. When we get the house cleaned up we 
will have time to go and feel more like going. I did not 
forget your birthday but I did not know what to send you. 
Eunice got a co llar and I made one all but stitching it and 
put some of my tatting on it. I thought you could stitch 
it on a machine some time. You must take the will for 
the deed. I wish it was worth five dollars. Frank is quite 
a help about c leaning house. He was wings and brushes 
dipping into pails of water and scrubbing anything that 
is nearest. He went to the spoon basket the other day and 
took a spoon then went to the sugar box and sat down, 
opened it and began to eat down spoonfuls of sugar. He 
is as full of mischief as possible, but minds pretty well. 
He said tonight. He wanted " to eat." I asked him what 
he wanted. He said "bubber" and "doss" with "poon" 
meaning "bread and butte r and sauce with spoon." A 
bumble bee got after him and frightened him today. He 
cried and told it to "go off'. He plays out in the grass and 
a ll about the yard and when he wants to go out to play 
he says he wants to "eat grass" . We think he is pretty 
smart and I guess that I am not much different from other 
crows, though at first I did not think him handsomest. It 
don ' t seem as though he is 18 months old and he says he 
is a "big boy". He looks very nice in his new dress. I 
have made a picture of him at the top of this sheet with 
it on. 

l ' ve washed and whitened a ll my clothes a lmost till they 
look quite nice. You must not think we don ' t miss you 
because we don ' t write every time that we do. We are 
waiting to tell you w hen you get home. I must stop for I 
written on all s ides. Give my respects to a ll. 

My love to Mother, 
From Allie 
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MOMCC Spring Conference 
March 6-8, 2008 Early Industry 

Hosted bv: Lake Countv Parks BuckJev Homestead . . . 
Sponsored by: Lake Heritage Parks Foundation 

.-""'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Buckley Homestead 
lsn livtn!!history fann \1 ·i1l tl1rcean:-as0r1"tcrpr1' 1· : in 

191 O's fomi. 1900 one-room schoolhouse, and I' 50's 
pioneer fam1. The I 750's Woodland Indian Village is open 
on special weekends. Other features include a gifl shop, 
herb garden, native plant bed, labyrinth, and picnic area. 
The Observatory is open one Saturday evening each month. 

Lake County Indiana is known for Industry- early dairy 
operations. tmck faims, railroads, steel mills and oil refincriers. 
The sand dunes along Lake Michigan are world-renown. 
View some of these areas during the Thursday workshops. 

All conference sessions wi II be held at the Radisson Hotel. 
Workshop locations vary; and directions will be avaiiablc 
at the hotel. The Friday evening dinner-dance will be at the 
Radisson Hotel. 

Located at the intersection ofl-65 and US 30 are many 
restaurants for your dining pleasure. Shopping ma! ls 
abound in the same area. Four miles cast of the Radisson 
is the Albanese Candy Factory, a "tasty" place to visit 

Conference Registration 
A. Full Conference Registarion: 

Includes Thursday reception, Friday & Saturday sessions, lunch, 

breaks, banquet, auction and entertainment. 

MOMCOALHFAM membef' ID 
Postmarked on or before February 15 

MOMCOALHFAMmember ru 
Postmarked after February 15 

NON-MEMBER $95 
Postmarked on or before February 15 

NON-MEMBER Illi 
Postmarked after February 15 

B.ConferenceALa Carte 
Friday sessions only member $65 
Friday sessions only non-member $75 
Fee includes Friday Lunch & DinnCT 

Sarurday sessions only member $45 
Saturday sessions non-member $55 
Friday Lunch only $20 

Friday Dinner only $25 

Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza 

suu Ea .. ~l 81 SI ,\\'\."llllC, i\knilh ilk, Indiana 411. I (1 u~ 

Reservation~: 888-201- l 71 S 

Telephone: 219-769-63 11 Fax: 219-769-1462 

Email: dcox(a),whitelodging.com 

Conference rates are $65.00 per night, flat rate (up to 
4/room). Mention MOCC tor the conference rate. 
Reservation deadline February 4, 2008. 

Located at the intersection ofI-65 & US 30 the 
Radisson is attached to the popular Merri llvi lie Star 
Plaza Theatre. The hotel is located just 30 minutes from 
Chicago, providing a central location for your next 
Chicago area hotel stay, meeting, conference or week­
end get-away. We are in the process of executing a 
multi-million dollar transformation of our Merrillville 
hotel, including incorporating style and luxwy into every 
detail, with the addition of a private concierge lounge 
and extensive guest room upgrades. 

Services 

Merrillville Hotel Services Take Care ofYou. 
The Radisson Hotel at Star Plaza has everything you 're 
looking for during your Merrillville; IN hotel stay. Live 
entertainment and fun activities for the whole family 
provide for an enjoyable stay. Our Merrillville hotel 
offers an indoor and outdoor pool, spas, two restau­
rants, arcade, a fitness room and Starbucks© coffee. 

Dining 

Enjoy the convenience of on-site Merrillville Hotel 
Dining. Get a taste of Ireland atT.J. Maloney's which 
offers traditional Irish cuisine as well as American 
favorites. A fresh breakfast buffet is served daily in the 
new Star Cafe. Enjoy a pint of Guinness at T.J. 
Maloney's pub, or sip on a specialty coffe in the on-site 
Starbucks©. The Radisson Hotel Star Plaza also offers 
daily in-room dining. 



ALL-DAY WORKSHOPS 
Thursday, March 6 

Tour of Lake Michigan dunes, Barker 
Mansion and Lighthouse Museum 
Rug-Hooking at Radisson Hotel 
Ghost-Hunting Tour 
Pewter Spoon Making at Buckley 
Homestead 
"Showcase" at Radisson Hote] 

HALF-DAY WORKSHOPS: 
China painting at Radisson Hotel 
Spenserian Writing at Radisson Hotel 

SITES OPEN FOR TOURING: 
Buckley Homestead Living History Farm 
Deep River County Park with Historic 
Wood's Grist MiJ] and maple sugar 
operation 

LIVE AUCTION 
Thursday Evening at Radisson I IoteJ 

Bring items for auction and LOTS of money 
Expect to be entertained 

Dinner on your own 
8:00pm Live Auction at the Radisson Hotel 

FRIDAY LUNCH 
Keynote Speaker: 

Chris Vallilo and "Bucky" I Iawker, 
Folkway Music and how to use it at your site 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
Friday, March 7 & Saturday, March 8 

Steel Mills 
Academic Standards & School Tours 
Ice Cutting Industry 
Historic Land Formation-Calumet 
Beginnings 
Spenserian Writing 
Buzz about Beekeeping 
Circus History 
Early Railroads-All Aboard! 
Porcelain Art Industry 
Ethics 
History Hits the Road 
Youth Volunteers 
Going Fishing 
History and Tools of Hooking 
Ghost Hunting 
Archeology an<l Indian Finds 
Chautauqua 

FRIDAY EVENING DINNER DANCE 
WWI I USO Show 

MP's, Homefront, Swing Dancers 
Pre-meal Spam Snack 

Big Band Music 
Photos 

Dress in 1940's time period or favorite time period 
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The Midwest Open-Air Museums Coor­
dinating Council (MOMCC) has estab­
lished an award for essays in honor of 
MOMCC's first president, Candace 

Tangorra Matelic. 

This $200 cash award recognizes the best essay sub­
mitted to the awards committee related to MOMCC 

interests as follows: 

to p romote excellence and to provide a forum for 
the interchange of materials, information, ideas 
and consideration of professional issues within 
the open ai1~ interactive, and historical museum 

professions. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - -

Previous Winners 

2006 - Laura Daugherty 
"Pictures of the Past: Conserving and Preserving 

19th Century Photographs," 
Vol. 27, no. I 

2005 - Merrilee Garner 
"Community Collaboration: Schools, Museums, 

Historical Societies and You" 
Vol. 26, no. 2 

2004 - Debra A. Reid 
"Living History's Long Row to Hoe: Midwest­

ern Open Air Museums and Twenty-First Centu1y 
Threats and Triumphs" 

Vol. 25, no. 2&3 

2003 -Anneliese Detwiler 
"Mission Possible" 
Volume. 24, no. 3 

Winning essays are selected by a board-appointed 
committee from all feature articles appearing in the 

Magazine in the past year. 

ALHFAM Membership 
ALHFAM membership entitles you to four issues of the ALHFAM 
Bulletin. reduced registration fees for ALHFAM conferences, and 
reduced costs for the Conference Proceedings, the Replica Resource 
List, and other publications. Members will be included in regional 
mailing lists and will receive a membership directory annually. 
Supporting and Institutional members receive the Conference 
Proceedings as a benefit of membership. Institutional members 
may send staff (paid or unpaid) to the annual conference at the 
reduced registration fee avai lable to members. Joint membership is 
for two voting members sharing a mailing address but interested in 
only one set of mailings, including the Conference Proceedings. 

Membership is for one year from date of receipt of dues. 

Membership Levels: 
Regular 
Supporting 
Joint 
Student or Retired 
Business Associate 
Institutional (Small) 
Institutional (Medium) 
Institutional (Large) 

$20 
$30 
$35 
$ 15 
$50 
$50 
$75 
$ 100 

To join ALHFAM, please complete this form and send it with dues 
to: 

Judith Sheridan 
ALH FAM Secretaryffreasurer 
Brownwood Farm 
8774 Route 45 NW 
North Bloomfield, OH 44450-970 I 

Phone/fax: 440-685-4410 
Sheridan@orwelI .net 
Make checks, in U.S. funds, payable to ALHFAM. 

Complete the following (please type or print clearly) 

Address: 

E-Mail: 

__ Yes ___ No: Add my e-mail address to the ALHFAM 
members· electronic discussion list. 



The purpose of MOMCC is to "further the interd1ange of 
materials, information, ideas and consideration of professional issues 
within the open-air interacti,·e and historical musewn professions." 
Submissions regarding any topic of relennce to this purpose a.re 

• welcome and needed. 111is is yom magazine! Length is not an issue: 
one page and even one-column articles are needed a.s much as longer 
submissions. 

If possible, submissions should be made on computer disk in an 
IBM compatible format, Microsoft Word and Word Perfect arc the 
editor's choices for submissions. Macintosh format is acceptable but 
please allow extra time for conversion. Contact the editors before 
submitting a fina.l copy of e.-;tensive manuscripts for the most current 
computer guidelines. 

At least one hard copr of the article must be submitted. Hard 
copies should be double-spaced. A tide page should accompany the 
hard copy, and must include the full name of the author(s), their 
professional affiliations(s), and title(s). Please include a brief 
biographical paragraph from each writer for an author's note at the 
end of the article. Also include a complete address, telephone 
nwnber(s), and email if available of a contact person. 

Photographs and illusu-ations are welcome and encomaged. 
Glossy black and white photographs reproduce with the best qualiC); 
but any clear photograph, color or black and white, is usually suitable. 
Suggested captions and credit lines must be included with the 
photographs. 

Clear, high quality copies of diagrams, drawings, and other 
illustrations may also accompany the article. As with photographs, 

. suggested captions, credit lines, and other docwnentation must 
accompany the illustration. 

Photographs and illusa-ations should be numbered on the back to 

captions ro d1e photograph or illustration to avoid mix-ups. J 
correspond with d1ei.r matdllilg munbered captions. Fasten the~ 

\\fith all illustrations a.nd photographs, beware of copyright ( 
infringements and restrictions. Remember, copyright compliance is · 
the author's responsibility! The author(s) selected for publication arc ' 
responsible for copyright infringement. See the MOMCC Copyright 
Notice on the inside back cover. 

Books, jomnals, bulletins, and other somces used in the creation 
of an article must be properly referenced. The editors require 
following the guidelines set ford1 by the Chicag Ma1111al ef S!J•le or A 
1"1a1111al for llVrilm ef T er111 Papers, Theses, and Dissertations by K1te 
Turabia.n. 

The writing style should be dear and direct Remember tl1at the 
articles in the 1\fagazine are seen by readers of many different 
professional backgrounds. Please double check the grammar, 
spelling, and ptmctuation before sending in submissions. Other than 
simple corrections or od1er minor changes, the author(s) will be 
asked to make any c11anges deemed necessary. 

MOMCC does not pay authors for accepted submissions. All 
accepted articles are considered contributions to MOMCC. 

The editorial staff rnn make no specific guarantee as ro when an 
article chosen for publication will appear in print 

For the return of submitted materials, please include a first class 
SASE. Contact the Editor-in-Chief with any questions regarding 
proposed ropics or content. All submissions to be considered for 
articles should be submitted to the following address: 

MOMCC MAGAZINE 
1100 KANSAS CITY ROAD 
OLATHE, KS 66061 
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Join now and beat the crowds! MOMCC exists to further 
the interchange of materials, information, and ideas 
within the history field. MOMCC is all inclusive for those 
interested in history. Administrators, interpreters, 
curators, historians, volunteers, and reenactors are among 

those who benefit from membership. 

COMPLETE AND SEND Jl\T YOUR MEMBERS'I-IIP 
FORM TODAY! 

We inviteyolf to advertise in the MOMCC Magazine at the 
fallo1vingper issue rates: 

FULL PAGE (6 5/8" X 9 1 /4'') is S100.00 
HALF PAGE vertical (3 3/16" X 9 1/4'') isS50.00 

HALF PAGE horizontal (6 5/8" X 4 5/ 8'') isS50.00 
QUARTER PAGE (3 3/ 10" X 4 5/ 8'') is$25.00 

Membm ef MOMCC receive a 15% disco1111t on these prices per 
tss11e, or a substantial 33% discount ef/ a package deal far three 

zss11es. 

Members and non-members ef MOJvICC receive a flat rate price ef 
S15.00 per issue far a b11siness card size advertise1J1et1t (3 3I 16" X 

2 5 / 8''). Or a special p1ice ef S40.00 far three !SsHes far a 
business card size. 

IPe ask that yo11 s1rppb1 us 1vith a photo copy reac!J1 ad. Send this 
cmd your check, pcryable to MOMCC, to: MOM CC Editorial 
Staff,' 497 Jackson Street, Galena, lllinois 61036 

MOM CC MEMBERSHIP FORNI 
11e 

e 

titution 

ress 

/State/Province 

1a1 

Titl 

Ins 
Add 

City 

Pos 

Cou 

Pho 

Fax 

Em 

tal Code 

ntry 

ne 

ail 
Dues 

0 S20.00 Individual Membership 
0 $25.00 Institutional Membership 
0 $25.00 Household Membership 
0 Renewal 
O Kew Membership 

Visa/ MC (please circle)# Exp. Date: __ _ 
Signature: _________ _ 

Make checks payable to MOMCC and send Debra A. Reid 
Assistant Professor, Dept. of History 

Eastern Illinois University 
600 Lincoln Ave 

Charleston, IL 61920 

ll~e hope that y o11 1vi/I consider the MOM CC Magazine as your 
advertising 111edi11111. 
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