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CONFEDERATE COTTON BURNERS on a Tennessee plantation keep the fibers out of Northern hands, {earing the Northerners
are surprised by a Federal patrol. Anxious to convince Euro- would export it. This sketch, intended for publication in a pe-
peans they needed Southern cotton, Confederates tried to riodical, is marked with the artist's instructions to the engraver.
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Lengthening shadows
behind the Southern lines

LOWLY the war gripped the South. Mary Chesnut
told her diary less and less about gay dinners in
South Carolina; instead she wrote: “I know how it feels
todie.. . . Someone calls out: ‘Albert Sidney Johnston
is killed." My heart stands still.” And she was not the
only one grown empty. The foundations of Southern pol-
icy were crumbling away. It had seemed sure that Eng-
land would never let the South go down. Almost five
million Englishmen depended for their livelihoods on
Southern cotton, and the power to give or withhold cot-
ton was the South’s trump card. It trumped nothing:
England, where unemployment rose to two million at
one time, wavered, then stood aside from the conflict.
At first guns for the troops, and civilian luxuries too,
still came through the blockade. But as the North mus-
tered more ships this flow stopped and prices climbed.
A pair of boots cost $200, a pound of butter eight dol-

lars. The blockade, sighed Mary Chesnut, was really “a’

stockade which hems us in with only the sky open to us.”
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BLOCKADED piers of Charles-
ton are piled high with cotton
and lined with imprisoned
ships. Some vessels were still
running the blockade, but
the Union navy was tight-
ening the net; the grim day
when the port would be en-
tirely closed was coming near.

FLOURISHING Tredegar, the
Confederacy’s biggest iron
works, provides a rare scene
of industrial might in the
South. This Richmond facto-
ry made 1,100 eannon for the
Confederacy plus other war
material, despite stoppages
caused by a fire and a strike.
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When the armies imvaded
the old mansion’s halls

A‘s the war years ground on, the Old South, of courtly
elegance and hot tempers, of the soft and dreamy
slave-tended life and the stern dueling code, suffered
and all but died. Both the Old and the Young Master,
often as not, were away with the army, and many of the
great mansions of the aristoeracy—like the two Virginia
homes shown here—became military objectives, some to
be damaged or burned out in battle.

But this was only part of a draining that would take
nearly half of all the wealth in the South. As the block-
ade tightened and Federal forces occupied more of the
productive areas, Southern suffering grew. Slaves ran
ofl. Food became scarce. Staples disappeared. An ounce
of meat a day, often mule meat, was considered am-
ple. People ate rats. Jefferson Davis said he saw no rea-

son not to, since he considered rats as good as squirrels. .
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A TIDEWATER MANOR, Westover (above), ancestral home of
the Byrd [amily on the James River near Richmond, serves as
a Union signaling station during the 1862 Peninsular Cam-
paign. Some of the outbuildings received battle wounds, and
a sturdy platform for the signalmen was erected on the roof.

A POTOMAC SHOW PLACE, the Lee home, across the river
from Washington, provides a background for posturing
Federals. The house was guarded and word sent to Mrs.
Lee that it was being tended. The Lees never returned
to the house, now part of Arlington National Cemetery.



FREED SLAVES from Jefler-
son Davis' plantation near
Vicksburg arrive at a Union
camp. Thousands of ex-slaves
poured into Federal posts,
creating a problem for offi-
cials, Some of the fugitives
were mustered in as soldiers,
others employed as laborers.
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e - = ” Southern soldiers while away the long hours in camp at Cor-
lIll St beio > e battle i Mi pi, playing cards, mnkirl'rg supper, writirrjlg home.

¢ and letter writing were popular diversions—though

some soldiers hid their cards before going into battle, fearful

that God might not be kind to a man killed with eards in his
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pockets. Their letters, often only half literate, were filled with
grumbling over rations: “Beel & bread,” complained one man,
“bread an beef upper crust under crust an crum Som Sugar &
molasses when that is said all is said.” Singing was also a favor-
ite pastime, The most popular tune was “Home, Sweet Home.”

Another, borrowed from the North, was poignantly prophetie:
“Just Before the Battle, Mother." The Confederate soldiers
who found camp life lazy and companionable during the first
two years of the war would soon face a rude awakening. Ahead
lay months of battles and bloodshed—and finally defeat.
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HE Civil War was two wars in one. It was the first of the modern wars:

big, almost total, a war of matériel and ideologies and unlimited ob-
jectives. It witnessed the introduction or the first prominent employment of
such instruments of the future as mass armies, breech-loading and repeating
rifles, railroads, armored ships, the telegraph, balloons, trenches and wire en-
tanglements. It was also the last of the traditional wars—romantic, leisurely
and limited. Generals still arranged battles in the style of the 18th Century,
and men still charged in the mass formations that the new weapons were
making obsolete. It was a war of technology and machines, and it was also a
war ol men, who fought sometimes with the most primitive of weapons and
sometimes with their bare hands. It was a war that saw bitter hatreds aroused
on bhoth sides but that also witnessed incredible acts of chivalrous camara-
derie performed by the soldiers of both armies. It was a war of conflicting
ideals, and yet the two contending peoples spoke the same language and for
the most part believed in the same principles and values.

Modern war and storybook war—there is no conflict quite like it in history.
The poet Walt Whitman, who saw much of it, caught its rare quality in a
memorable phrase. It was, he said, that “strange sad war.”

When it began, in the spring of 1861, most people on both sides were confi-
dent that it would not last long. It would end quickly because the inferior
enemy would not put up much of a fight. In New York City men were knocked

PRESERVER OF THE UNION, President Abraham Lincoln
gazes with calm determination from this portrait by Pe-
ter Baumgras, painted during the turbulence of the war.



THAT "STRANGE SAD WAR"

A Northern cartoon  prescribed
this costume as appropriate “for
the brave stay-at-home.” But not
all service dodgers stayed at home.
Thousands fled to Canada or Eu-
rope: 500 crossed the border at
Detroit in one day. One ship was
stopped at sea and all male pas-
sengers forced back 10 New York.
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down on the streets for saying that perhaps the South would fight well.
In Richmond a former governor of Virginia boasted that once the brave men
of Dixie advanced on the Northern popinjays, the war would swiftly halt.

These predictions reflected more than an innocent cocksureness. Even
leaders who should have known better thought it would be a short war.
Lengthy conflicts simply were not a part of the American consciousness.
There had been one long war in the national experience, the Revolution, but
the two wars since had been relatively brief. At the worst, it was believed,
this war would be like the one with Mexico, lasting perhaps a year or so. It
would be fought, of course, with the kind of soldiers Americans had always
employed—volunteers who would rush forward to offer their services.

In the first fine flush of enthusiasm it seemed that volunteering would do
the job. An outburst of patriotism gripped both peoples. In the North it took
on the proportions of an uprising. A New York newspaper reported that the
city’s people were “wild with excitement” and that “the streets were vocal
with a demand for blood.” Excitement and determination ran equally high
in the South. The governor of Mississippi informed President Davis that so
many men were coming forward that arms for them were not available. “All
Mississippi is in a fever to get to the field,” the governor coneluded, “and hail
an order to march as the greatest favor you can bestow on them.”

Both governments set the same initial troop quota, 500,000 men. The
North met its figure, and although the South did not, the response was heavy
enough to fill its armies to a respectable size. But with an eye to the future
the North within a few months began enlisting all its men for a three-year
period, while most Southerners were still able to sign up for one year. As the
war wore into its second year, the rude truth dawned that it was not follow-
ing the prescribed seript. It was not going to be a short and easy war at all,
but a long and probably not a very pleasant one. Abruptly, the ardor for mar-
tial adventuring dwindled and the flow of men into the armies fell to a trickle.

OR both governments the situation posed a hard fact and a crisis: This war

was going to require huge aggregations of men, and the conventional dem-
ocratic procedures would not raise them. The crisis was especially perilous for
the South. With a free population less than one third that of the North, it had
a smaller manpower reservoir to draw on: only 1,140,000 men of military age
as compared to the North’s four million. And in the spring of 1862 the South’s
emergency was dangerously immediate. The terms of the 12-month men, the
veterans, were expiring and few of them showed much inclination to re-enlist.
With the old hands leaving and new men not volunteering, the Confederacy
faced the possibility of seeing its armies evaporate. A Georgia editor voiced
something of the despair gripping Southern leaders. “Turn out or perish,” he
urged his compatriots, “that history may not perpetuate the damning dis-
grace that ten millions of freemen, for the love of money, let themselves be
subjugated by twenty millions whom they pronounced cowards.”

The Confederate government met the issue the only way it could be met.
In April 1862 the Southern Congress enacted the first national draft law
passed by an American legislative body. It provided that all white males be-
tween the ages of 18 and 35 were liable to military service for three years.
The 12-month men already in service were, much to their disgust, not to be
released; but they had to serve only two more years. For the moment the



Conscription Act averted the threat of a erisis. But before the end of the year
Congress had to raise the upper age limit to 45, an indication of the continu-
ing need for compulsion and of continuing manpower problems.

In 1863 the Confederacy carried its largest forces on the rolls, a total of
some 500,000 men. From that peak, Rebel manpower rapidly went downhill.
The loss of large chunks of territory and a developing war weariness con-
tributed to decrease the size of the armies. As 1864 opened, probably not
more than 234,000 Confederate troops were actually present for duty. In a
desperate move to tap all available sources, Congress extended the lower age
limit to 17 and the upper to 50, The results were meager. Men avoided the
draft or deserted, and the machinery for enforcement practically broke down.
At the close of 1864 only 100,000 of the once-mighty host in gray remained
on the field. The last frantic effort to keep the armies up to strength came in
18656 when Congress authorized the employment of 300,000 slaves as soldiers.
The war ended before this strange experiment could be set in motion.

One reason for the failure of the draft laws to raise more men was the
numerous exemptions that were provided. The framers of the laws grasped
the modern principle of selective service: that some men were more valuable
at home than in the army, that some had, in fact, to be left at home to keep
the war going. But they erred in granting too many groups occupational ex-
emptions, in exempting people who were not necessary to the war effort, and
in providing deferments that seemed like class favoritism.

Among those exempted were druggists, teachers, editors, printers and the
like, as well as the more vital productive services. Many now rushed to get
into the sheltered occupations. Suddenly there were more schools and drug-
stores than ever before. The appearance of so many “apothecaries” occasioned
wide ridicule. One editor commented that most of them “could not analyze
the simplest compound or put up the plainest prescription.” Their only evi-
dence of professionalism, he went on, was “a few empty jars, a cheap assort-
ment of combs and brushes, a few bottles of ‘hair dye’ and ‘wizard oil’ and
other Yankee nostrums,” '

The first Confederate draft act permitted any man who was called up to
purchase a substitute to go in his place. This provision, copied from Euro-
pean practice, was intended to protect from the draft the men who directed
production facilities, but it was denounced as a gesture to the rich. Similar
in intent and arousing the same reaction was the provision exempting one
white man on each plantation with 20 or more slaves. Of this clause one
general snorted: “Some exempts claim to own 20 Negroes, and with justice
might claim to be masters of an infinite amount of cowardice.” Eventually
substitution was abolished and the 20-slave law modified, but only after
both had done serious damage to morale. Still, with all their defects, the pi-
oneering Confederate conscription acts passed the test of performance: They
mobilized a large percentage of the available manpower.

HE Northern experience paralleled that of the South. With its larger pop-
T ulation, over 22 million, the North could rely on volunteering longer, but
eventually it too had to come to conscription. In March 1863, almost a year
after the Confederacy acted, the United States Congress passed a national
draft act. It provided that all able-bodied males, between the ages of 20 and
45 if unmarried and 20 and 35 if married, were liable for service of three years.

SOUTHERN MANPOWER PROBLEMS

Drumming up  Confederate  re-
cruits, a slave joins a young drum-
mer and a fifer ina Southern city,
Early in the war many wealthy
Southerners believed that it was
more honorable to volunteer in the
ranks than to accepl a commis-
sion, (thers wemt in as officers
accompanied by Negro servants.
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THAT “STRANGE SAD WAR™

The draft riots in New York owed
their violence in part 1o the fact
that saloons were open Sundays.
The draft began on a Saturday;
by Monday the fury of the masses

had been fueled by quantities of

alcohol. Cathelic priests, under
Archbishop Johm Hughes iabove),
helped to quell the mobs (below).

Few exceptions were allowed, and almost none of an occupational nature.
But any draftee could avoid service by hiring a substitute or by paying the
government a $300 fee. Both loopholes aroused anger and dissatisfaction, and
eventually the cash commutation was repealed—for all but conscientious ob-
jectors, who could still buy exemption.

A curious feature of the Northern draft law was that it did not direetly
conscript; rather, its purpose was to spur enlistments by threatening con-
seription. At specified times the government announced a call for troops and
assigned each state a quota based on its population. The states had an op-
portunity to fill their quota by offering cash bounties or other inducements
to men to enlist. Only if this failed did the national government step in to
fill out the quota with the draft. Actually, relatively few men, about 45,000,
were directly drafted, but the law had all the effect of a real draft. The states,
to avoid federal intervention, went to enormous efforts to raise men, and the
size of the armies increased steadily, rising to a peak in 1865.

In all, 1.5 million Northerners were brought out for three years’ service.
They were, despite the devious workings of conseription, drafted by nation-
al action into a national army. For Americans it was a strange new exercise of
government power and it was widely resented—by poor men who could not
afford to buy their way out, by recent immigrants who had experienced com-
pulsory military service in their home countries, and by people who did not
want to fight to emancipate blacks. Organized opposition was, however, rare.

The most formidable defiance occurred in July 1863 in New York City, which
throughout the war remained a Democratic stronghold. Here the announce-
ment of a draft call stirred people in the poorer quarters to wild anger that de-
veloped into rioting. For three days mobs roamed the city, fighting the police,
hanging blacks and burning a Negro orphan asylum. Although Republican
newspapers exaggerated the numbers of deaths and the extent of the destrue-
tion—probably 74 people were killed instead of the reported 500—the episode
was serious enough. Army troops had to be moved in to restore order.

HE men in the contending armies were largely native white Americans.

Perhaps as many as a fourth of the men in the Union forces were foreign-
born, but a number of these had come to the United States years before the
war. Most of these alien soldiers were of German or Irish birth, and often
they enlisted as units. The colorful Irish Brigade of New York City carried
flags of emerald green that flaunted a harp and a shamrock. Fifteen of the
26 regiments of the 11th Corps were German; members of this corps were
known throughout the army as “the Dutchmen.” Approximately 180,000
blacks, most of them recently freed slaves, served in the Northern ranks as sol-
diers or laborers. The Southern armies, representing a more homogeneous
white population than the North, included a small percentage of aliens. Still
the Northern and Southern soldiers were very much alike as warriors.

The Northern armies, coming from a more diversified society, were more
complex in the occupational sense; they contained more men who could do
more of the things required in a modern army. The soldier-historians of a
typical Ohio regiment claimed that its members could do anything from
selling a paper of pins to construeting a railroad. That such talk was not mere
boasting was discovered by a general in Maryland. He needed a locomotive
to transport troops and found one in a station. But it had been deliberately



disabled. Turning to his men, he asked if any of them knew anything about
the machine. A private stepped forward and after an inspection answered:
“That engine was made in our shop; I guess I can fit her up and run her.”
Soon the locomotive was in service. .

The Southern armies, for their part, numbered more men who had natural
martial qualities. Many Southerners were accustomed to horses almost from
birth, and they easily became superb cavalrymen. And coming from a more
simple society, the Southern soldiers took to fighting with more zest and fury
than did the Northerners. Whereas to the Northerner, war was a vexatious
interruption of the routine of life, it was to many a Southerner a sheer joy.
And the values of Southern life—the cavalier and the martial traditions—im-
parted to Southern men a conviction that often enabled the Gray ranks to at-
tempt, and sometimes to accomplish, the impossible—to swing up the slopes
of Cemetery Ridge in a sheet of fire, to stand for weeks in the bitter trenches
of Vieksburg, and to win from an admiring Northerner the title of “that in-
comparable infantry.” It also prevented them on occasion from achieving the
maximum effect of their heroics. A Confederate charge was likely to be highly
erratic in conformation—as “crooked as a ram's horn,” said one Southern gen-
eral—and the men were perfectly capable of substituting their judgments for
that of their officers. Both armies were highly individualistic, but the North-
ern soldiers submitted more readily to discipline. Perhaps the best summary is
that the Northerner was a better soldier, the Southerner a better fighting man.

But both armies were splendid fighting aggregations. If they had not pos-
sessed a special quality, they could not have endured the appalling casualty
rates of the war. The total service deaths were 360,000 for the North and
258,000 for the South. The total of 618,000 is slightly more than the number
in all of America's other wars combined. Of the Northern deaths, 110,000 were
from battle wounds, and of the Southern, 95,000. Sickness and disease killed
more men than bullets did. The total casualty figure becomes more horribly
impressive if related to the data of a later and larger war. In World War 11
the American service deaths were 405,000 out of a population of 135 million.
If the World War II ratio of deaths to population had equaled that of the
North in the Civil War, the number of fatalities would have reached nearly
2.5 million; if it had equaled the ratio in the South, deaths would have totaled
well over five million,

HE generals who led the Civil War armies had, like their men, a common
T cultural background. Of those who were army commanders, the great ma-
jority were graduates of West Point. At the top command level the Civil War
was consistently a West Pointers’ fight. Of the 60 biggest battles, graduates
of the Academy commanded both sides in 55; in the remaining five a graduate
commanded one of the two opposing forces.

No general out of civilian life showed the capacity to direct an army of
combined arms—infantry, artillery, cavalry—although possibly Nathan Bed-
ford Forrest, the South’s hard-riding and hard-fighting cavalry genius, might
have proved the exception if he had been given a fuller opportunity. Civilian
generals did fill unit commands competently, however, and some of them rose
to lead a corps, the largest unit in an army.

Because of West Point preponderance in the high command posts, the mili-
tary education and the military concepts of the Academy had a determining

THE OPPOSING ARMIES

Crover Cleveland was a poor law-
ver when the war began; while two
brothers served, he hired a substi-
tute so he could support his moth-
er. In 1884, running for President,
he was attacked as a draft dodg-
er. But his backers had a ready
answer: his opponeni, flames G.
Blaine, had hired a substitute too.

John D. Rockefeller, just starting
his sensational business career in
1861, also hired a substitute—al-
though ot the 20 or 30 he later
boasted. John's brother Frank, 16,
chalked "18" on his boot soles, told
an enlistment officer "'I'm over 18"
and was accepted. Frank served
three vears, was twice wounded
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THAT "STRANGE SAD WAR"

Major Ceneral William S, Rose-
crans had light hair and loaded
his staff with men similarly en-
dowed — “sandy fellows,” he called
them— because they were “quick
and sharp.” But he himself was
subject to panic. After his defeat
at Chickamauga, Lincoln said he
acted "like a duck hit on the head.”

Don Carlos Buell was a sour and
cautious Union general whose re-
Iuctance to do batile was notori-
ous. One subordinate compared
him to a dancing masiter address-
ing the foe thus: "By your leave,
my dear sir, we will have a fight;
that is, if vou are sufliciently for-
tified. No hurry: take your time.”
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influence on the way battles were fought and, in fact, on the whole conduct
of the war. The professionals of both armies were steeped in an identical
philosophy of strategy and war. Essentially it was a philosophy that was 18th
Century in origin and outlook. It emphasized victory by maneuver rather
than by the decision of battle. It was humane, deprecating the loss of life. It
favored the occupation of territory and places above the destruction of enemy
armies. It assumed that war was a professional exercise, to be carried on by
professionals without much reference to the political objectives of govern-
ments. This was the doctrine of generals in the first of the modern wars, and
with some the doctrine hardened into dogma and was never shaken off.

In the first stages of the war the influence of traditionalism was more in-
jurious to Northern than to Southern generalship. The offensive was by tra-
dition the most potent weapon in war. Northern generals translated this to
mean offensives against places. Able to requisition supplies without limit
from an abundant economy, they loaded themselves down with so muech use-
less equipment that it slowed their offensives to a parade. One field army in
the Western theater in 1863 had on hand 3,000 wagons, 600 ambulances, 50,000
horses and mules, 24,000 bales of hay and 200,000 bushels of grain;, and al-
though much of this was necessary, some of it was excess. “This expanding,
and piling up of impedimenta,” Lincoln told one general, “has been, so far,
almost our ruin, and will be our final ruin if it is not abandoned.”

Southern generals were more fortunate. Because their government did not
look to the aequisition of enemy territory, they could employ the offensive
against enemy armies rather than places. Moreover, Southern generals, op-
erating with far skimpier resources, could not afford to wait for a big build-up
in men and equipment; they had to act quickly with what they had.

The result was to make Southern generalship appear more dashing, original
and modern than Northern. But the advantage was largely superficial. Actual-
ly Southern generals, representing a conservative society, were conservative
practitioners of war. They were, if anything, even more traditional than their
Northern counterparts. The difference was that they practiced their art with
brilliance, with a definite style, while the Northern officers for the most part
executed theirs without imagination and in some cases without even com-
petence. The distinguishing quality about Southern generalship, however, is
that it did not grow. It was good within limits, and it remained good, but
always within the same limits. The North, on the other hand, was finally
able to bring forward generals who could rise above dogma, who could adopt
new ways of war, who were truly modern soldiers.

ORTHERN leadership in the Eastern theater, chiefly the area between

Washington and Richmond, was inept almost to the very end. The army
commanders there—George B. McClellan, John Pope, Ambrose Burnside,
Joseph Hooker, George G. Meade—all lacked the ability to direct large
armies to decisive victories. The cocky and magnetic McClellan could train
an army expertly, but he could not bring himself to put the fine instrument he
created to the decision of battle. He did not have the temperament for field
command. Burnside did not have the mentality required of a good general.
Pope was willing to fight but was imprudent and a poor handler of troops.
Hooker could plan a good battle but lost his nerve at the erucial moment.
Meade, the best of the lot, was a competent soldier, but he was afflicted with a



defensive psychology and did not have the capacity to finish off an opponent.

The opposing Southern leadership was epitomized by the South's greatest
soldier, Robert E. Lee. Fifty-four years of age at the beginning of the war,
Lee was a magnificent physical specimen. He was five feet eleven inches in
height and weighed about 170 pounds. People who looked at him always
thought he was much larger. That was because of his impressive head and
shoulders and his majestic bearing. On horseback he seemed to his worship-
ful soldiers almost like a god. Outwardly simple and open in manner, he was
actually a person of much complexity who hid his inner self even from inti-
mates. Always he lived under a rigid discipline and under rigid rules and with
a stern devotion to duty. Here was no hell-for-leather cavalier who did what-
ever his desires indicated, no common Southern type, but a man of immense
restraint, a man who kept himself under iron wraps. He was given to uttering
maxims, and a favorite one was: “Teach him he must deny himself.”

Lee was a superb theater and army commander, a bold strategist, a better
than average tactician, and a master of both offensive and defensive war. No
general on either side could so arouse the dogged devotion of the common
soldier or get so much out of an army. It was his fortune, as commander of the
Army of Northern Virginia, to be assisted by some of the ablest subordinate
officers of the war, among them two of its best corps leaders, Thomas J. Jack-
son and James Longstreet. Jackson, who won his sobriquet of “Stonewall” by
his stand at the first battle of Bull Run, fought for the Confederacy with a
religious fervor. “God blessed our arms with victory today” was a typical
Jackson way of starting a battle dispatch. He and Lee seemed to understand in-
stinetively the working of each other's minds, and Lee used Jackson to ex-
ecute the flanking movements that were “Marse Robert's” favorite strategy.
Longstreet, massive and solid, lacked Jackson's daring, but the “Old War
Horse,” as Lee called him, was a fine handler of troops and a dogged fighter.

N the vast Western theater, the region between the Appalachian Moun-

tains and the Mississippi River, the situation was reversed. There the Con-
federate army commanders—Albert Sidney Johnston, P.G.T. Beauregard,
Braxton Bragg, Joseph E. Johnston and John B. Hood—were at best no better
than adequate, and some of them fell short of the mark. A. S. Johnston, who
was killed in battle early in 1862, showed a brilliant promise that was never
fulfilled; he failed to act up to the responsibilities of command. Beauregard
might have been a good general. But his Gallic effervescence aroused distrust,
and he became involved in a feud with President Davis that destroyed his use-
fulness. Bragg had real strategic ability but lacked the resolution to put his fine
plans through to completion. Hood was a bold fighter and a superb corps com-
mander who should never have gone higher. J. E. Johnston, “Uncle Joe” to his
devoted troops, was the most puzzling of them all. He gave every indication of
greatness and yet did not accomplish a single solid success. He possessed
every quality but the vital one—the ability to destroy the enemy.

The general level of Union command in the West—personified at first by
men like Henry W. Halleck, Don Carlos Buell and William S. Rosecrans—was
no higher. Halleck was a good administrator and desk soldier who had no ca-
pacity for field command. Buell was a more colorless McClellan. Rosecrans
had a good strategic sense and was a master of maneuver but in a critical situ-
ation tended to lose control of himself and of a battle.

THE OPPOSING GENERALS

Joseph E. Johnston was a jaunty
Rebel general who [feuded for
many years with Jefferson Davis

starting, so the story goes, when
both were ai West Point. In later
vears Johnston lost his hair from
some illness; in the war he always
wore a hat at the table, 10 the
vast amusement of his servants.

The brilliant cavalry commander
Nathan Bedford Forrest entered
the Confederate army as a private
and emerged a lieutenant general
four years later. In the process he
fradd 29 horses shot out from under
him and was repeatedly wounded.
Joseph E. Johnston called him the
greatest soldier of the entire war.
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THAT "STRANGE SAD WAR”

The brass Napoleon, an artillery
piece developed in France under
Emperor Napoleon 11, was one of
the most effective weapons of the
war. In the North it was manu-
factured by a number of factories,
including the Massachusetts cop-
per company founded in 1800 by
the Boston patriot, Paul Revere.
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Yet it was in the West that the North's great soldiers developed; many went
on from there to win in other theaters. George H. Thomas, although inclined
to prepare in too much detail before striking, was one of the hardest-hitting of
all generals when he finally moved; on defense he was unshakable. Philip
Sheridan made a name as a brilliant cavalry leader, and in the last phase of
the war proved that he could handle an army of combined arms. William T.
Sherman introduced new ways of war, terrible new ways that employed eco-
nomic and psychological warfare against the civilian population of the enemy.

But the greatest of them all was Ulysses S. Grant, who emerged as the
North's best fighting general of any theater and who in 1864 became general in
chief of Union forces in all theaters. He and Lee stand together and alone as
the supreme military figures of the war. They were battle captains who had
the instinct to seek out and destroy the enemy. They had the character to
bear up under the lonely responsibility of command. Grant was the better
strategist, Lee the abler tactician. Lee was more daring, but Grant under-
stood more fully the nature of modern war. They are, in the last analysis,
the only two of the war’s generals who deserve to be ranked as great.

EARLY all the generals of both sides, including the best ones, showed de-

ficiencies in tactics, the arrangement and direction of troops on the bat-
tlefield. The typical assault formation of the war, a modification of European
practice, was an advance in a succession of lines of two ranks each. The lines,
rolling forward like recurring waves, were supposed to shock and eventually
to drive the enemy. It hardly ever worked out that way. A frontal attack
against a determined foe in a strong position hardly ever succeeded.

There were two reasons for the failure of tactics to achieve the expected re-
sult. The line formation had been devised for the relatively open terrain of
Europe, where the troops could advance in regular designs and could continue
to move under the direct eye of their commander. In the American terrain, cut
up with woods, ravines and hills, such an advance was next to impossible. The
units hecame separated from one another, and they moved forward in an un-
even arrangement and at an uneven rate of speed. They were thus lost to the
sight of their general and dissipated much of the impetus of their thrust.

More important than geography in disrupting an infantry assault was tech-
nology. The weapons of a Civil War army gave it such firepower that it could
break up an attack before its own line was struck. “Put a man in a hole, and a
good battery on a hill behind him,” noted a Federal officer, “and he will beat
off three times his number, even if he is not a very good soldier.”

Although breech-loading and repeating rifles were introduced late in the
war, they were not widely used. The basic weapon of the infantry soldier was
the Springfield rifled musket, a muzzle-loading, one-shot gun. It could kill at
half a mile but was most effective at 250 yards. A veteran soldier could deliver
two to three shots a minute. The basic artillery piece was the brass “Napole-
on,” loaded from the muzzle and firing one shot. Rifled guns were introduced,
but in the wooded country where most of the battles were fought the Napole-
on was more effective. Firing solid shot or explosive shells, it had a maximum
range of a mile. At ranges of 200 yards or so, loaded with canister shot, it had
the murderous effect of a huge sawed-off shotgun.

At Gettysburg the attacking Confederates lost in killed and wounded 301
out of every 1,000 men engaged, and the defending Federals 212 of every 1,000.
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