Genealogy Software

Pat McNamara March 30, 2019

Things to consider before purchasing a Genealogy Program

Customizable

Can you customize fonts and font sizes, tool bar placement and other functions you use most, and create
your own toolbars? Can you change file and program options to make it easier for your particular needs?
Does it allow you to create your own user defined fact types, roles, groups, and reports?

Easy to Learn and Use

Does the program come in a free version? (Keep in mind that not all features will be included.)

Navigation

[s it easy to switch between views of individuals, families, places and other tabs? Does it have useful
and easy to read views?

Organization

Can it open multiple databases on screen at the same time and drag-and-drop people between databases?
Can it open multiple copies (and views) of the same database? Does it have a good system to list and
view sources, facts, people, and places?

Editing
Are editing capabilities easy and intuitive?

Search Features

Does the program have a strong search engine that allows you to find people, families, events, notes,
sources, places, to-do items, research logs and media items? Can you edit the records directly from the
results screen?

Reports

Do the report types included meet your needs? Are there enough and can you create your own if needed?
Are they easy to use?

Publishing
Can the program assist in publishing your family history in book form or to an online website?
Wall Charts

Does it have a variety of charts?
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Multimedia

Will you be able to attach photographs, sound clips, and video clips to any person, family, place, source,
or event? Does it include photos in your books, group sheets, and other printouts?

Sources

Does the program contain pre-defined source templates and the ability to modify them or add your
own? Is it easy to use?

Tools

Does the program have Soundex, date and relationship calculators, mapping for people and places,
gazetteers, calendars and other options? Does it contain research features such as to-do-lists,
correspondence logs or a research manager? [s an owner’s manual available? Does the software
developer offer online help, tutorials and technical assistance?

Internet

Can it sync and search on-line websites and automatically update the software?

Compatibility

[s it compatible with Windows or Mac operating systems? Does it support GEDCOM files so you can
exchange data with other programs?

Conclusion

e All programs have strengths and weaknesses.

* Pick a product that best serves your needs and that has a look and feel that is comfortable for
you.

¢ Try a free version of it if available.

e Make sure the program is flexible and will grow with you as you become more experienced.

e Be mindful that there will be a learning curve (some more than others, don’t let that discourage
you) and with time you will become more proficient at using the software.

e The price should also be considered. The most expensive product is not always the best
product.
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WebHints

« RootsMagic automatically searches your favorite genealogy records sites including FamilySearch
and MyHeritage for possible matches to your data
* As matches are found, a light bulb appears next to each person's name

o Clicking on the light bulb opens up a web browser with the matching records (some records may
require a subscription)

DataClean

¢ NameClean finds and corrects many common problems in personal names in your file
e PlaceClean finds and corrects many common problems in place names in your file

Compare Files

o Compare any two RootsMagic files and display their differences
» Share data between the compared files with the click of a button

Publish Online

e Publish your family information to MyRootsMagic.com

» Include dynamic, database-driven sites with pedigree, family and individual views for each person
» Include notes, sources, and media for each person

» Password protect your site to control access to your family data

Import Lists

« Import lists of fact types, media, places, and more from another RootsMagic file to save time and
effort

Backup and Restore with Media

« Optionally, include your media when you backup or restore your database



QuickGroups

« See which groups a person belongs to with the click of a mouse
e Check and uncheck a person's groups from a single screen

Drag-and-Drop Media

e Drag-and-drop pictures and other files directly onto a person's media screen to add them quickly

Problem Alerts

« Anicon next to a person's name on the main screen warns you of a potential error in their data
» Find and fix problems with incorrect dates, unusual ages, and missing information

Timeline View

» Shows a full timeline of the current person's events and those of their parents, siblings, spouses,
and children
» Shows a graphical timeline of the person's events

» Edits events and names, directly from the timeline view (without having to open the edit screen)

CountyCheck Explorer

« Allows you to look up counties and states (US, Canada, UK, Australia) and view information
about them

» Access the FamilySearch Wiki page for counties and states
« Access an interactive state map showing historical county boundaries

WebTags

« Attach links to websites to any person, source, citation, place, or research log item
o Instantly jump to a web page tagged to a record
« Print a list of WebTags you have added to your database

Find Everywhere

» Find every record containing text you enter

» Find people, families, events, notes, sources, places, to-do items, research logs, media items, and
more

« Edit any found record directly from the results screen



Searching and selecting

e Search for people by the number of spouses, children, parents, or siblings that they have
o Select people based on genetic lines (Y-STR and Mitochondrial)

WebSearch

» Create a WebTag directly from your search results
« Optionally, use an external browser for search results

Place List

« View place detail information directly from the place list
« Edit place detail notes, media, etc. directly from the place list

Research Manager

« Creates unlimited research logs to document your work and aid your research
e Quickly searches for any text in any research log

CountyCheck
» Automatically checks every county you enter (US, Canada, UK, Australia) to verify that it actually
existed at the time of the event

o Gives you a list of all events in counties which didn't exist at the time
o Allows you access to maps and county histories for the US, Canada, UK, and Australia

Database Tools

o Tests the integrity of the database file

* Re-indexes the database

« Compresses deleted records from the database
"On This Day" List

o Includes all family events on a date, as well as famous births and deaths and historical events for
the day

"Who Was There" List

o Shows who in your file was possibly in a given location on a given date



People View
» Filters to show any group of people
Multimedia

« Allows easy tagging of images with the people, families, events, places, or sources
o Allows entry of comments on any media tag

To-Do list -

« Shows type, status, priority and description in a single list

» Sorts by type, status, priority, or task description

« Filters by type, status, or priority
Edit Screen

« Hover tips for notes and sources for every fact

« Easily view all to-do items for a person and their families

» Easily view all media items for a person, their events, and families
Source Entry

« New tabbed source edit screen streamlines source entry
Descendant List Report

« Direct descendant list shows the direct line from an ancestor to a descendant

¢ Henry, D'Aboville, and outline numbering

«  Word-wrap option conserves space
Place List Report

« Prints all events which occurred within a certain distance of any place
Mapping

» Includes markers for events of family members of the selected person

Place List

» Displays the primary image for the highlighted place
+ Displays the place details for the highlighted place

Fonts and Screens

« Seclect the font / size for the lists on the edit person, Explorer, and select person screens
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Genealogy Software Basics
These are some of the things that you can expect any genealogical software to do:

Build a family tree

Record information on your ancestors: dates, locations, relationships, etc.
Document research sources and link them to your family tree

Maintain more than one database for multiple family trees

Print out ancestral charts and reports

Share your family tree with others in print and electronically

Store photos, audio and video recardings, and scans of your ancestor’s documents
Protect your information through regular backups

Give you hints on where and how to search for more clues

Export your information to other genealogy programs

In addition, some genealogy software today will let you:
Download information directly from certain online resources
Map your ancestors through time and space

Browse online directly, without switching to a separate web browser

So if all genealogy software does all this, does it really matter which program you pick?
Yes, it does, because each program does certain things better than others. The best one for you depends on how
you plan to use it.

Genealogy Software: What to Look For

When researching family history, it's best to begin using the knowledge you already have. If you have stacks of
family albums to digitize, look for media-friendly software with photo-editing capabilities. If you have ample family
documents, look for strong sourcing software to keep all your facts straight. The best genealogy software will
connect you to communities of other genealogists for support, ideas and discussion.

Reporting & Publishing

You can link, gather and share all the relationships in your family tree with reporting and publishing features. If
you're interested in creating detailed charts and reports about your family history, look for strong publishing and
reporting capabilities. The more ways you can arrange family relationships, the more options you have to present
them. Many genealogy programs can publish reports and charts on web pages, as full books and wall charts.
Outstanding genealogy software provides templates, designs and backgrounds for sprucing up your charts. You can
use a well-made, detailed family chart as an heirloom or gift for relatives.

Listing & Notes

When shopping for genealogy software, look for standard features such as custom text fields for notes and privacy
options. Problem-spotter alerts can catch inconsistencies in your data like duplicate individuals or impossible
dates. Some family history programs also have address or contact lists. The best genealogy software includes DNA
test(s) results and fields for medical conditions. Options for listing religious affiliation and specific church
information are useful tools to have.



Citation & Documentation

One of the best features about genealogy software is the ability to handle, organize and view all your records in
one place. Programs typically offer task lists, the ability to upload sources directly from the web, and compatibility
with GEDCOM, a common genealogy file. The best genealogy software can link pictures or videos to your sources.

Help & Support

The best genealogy software should make a complex task like building and recording family history easy. Look for
genealogy software with a simple, uncluttered interface and plenty of support options. Commonly, genealogy
programs have online communities full of fellow users. If the software doesn't come with a printed manual or
tutorials, other genealogists are a good source for software and research support.

The right genealogy software can help you uncover amazing things about your family and their origins. Family
history books and reports bridge the generational gap and provide stories to your own descendants. With
genealogy software, you can communicate with your relatives and others who are passionate about family history.

Family Tree Maker Overview from previous versions and FTM 2017
File Management

. GEDCOM import and export

. Ability to merge files

. Automatic backups and backups to flash drives, external hard drives, and CDs

. Multiple databases can be opened at the same time

. Ability to export a branch of your tree

. Files from other genealogy software programs can be imported

. Multiple privacy options for your online family tree
Reports

. Ahnentafels

. Bibliographies

. Calendars

@ Custom reports

. Data errors reports

. Descendant reports

o Documented events reports

o Family group sheets

. Individual reports

L] Index of Individuals reports

. Kinship reports

B Marriage reports

. Media item reports

- Media usage reports

. Note reports

° QOutline descendant reports

° Parentage reports

e Photo albums

. Place usage reports

. Research journals/task lists

. Source usage reports

. Surname reports

. Timelines

. Undocumented fact reports

. Save report settings



® Save reports as PDFs, images, and text files {varies by report format)

° Customize historical events for timelines
Charts
e Ancestor trees—pedigree, fan-shaped, bow tie, tree-shaped, and vertical
. Descendant charts
e Extended family charts
° Hourglass charts showing ancestors and descendants
. Relationship charts
. Wall charts
. Custom templates and the ability to create your own
. Add images, photos, and text anywhere
. Change layout, borders, colors, and formatting

Multimedia Features

° Media management in one central location

. Import a variety of formats: images, documents, and audio/video files
. Scan images directly into software

. Slide shows

° Categories for grouping and sorting

. Items can link to multiple individuals and/or sources and citations

Data Entry and Tools

. Alerts for potential errors
. Blended families view
. Custom facts
. Date calculator
. Fastfields to speed entry of descriptions and locations
. Find and Replace tool
. Find Duplicate People tool
. Global spellcheck
° Locations database with more than 3 million places for consistent data entry
o Multiple formats for date input and display
® Name Converter
® Notes for people, research, facts, media items, sources—2MB per note {about 200 printed pages)
. People index can be sorted and filtered
. Relationship Calculator
. Soundex Calculator
. Support for foreign language characters
. Multiple privacy opticns for your online family tree
Sourcing
. Source templates for simple and consistent source entry
o Sources and citations can be linked to multiple people and/or facts
. Repositories
. Media items can be added to sources and citations
° Copy-and-paste for citations
° Merge for duplicate sources



Mapping

. Dynamic road and satellite maps

. Migration maps for individuals and families

. GPS support

. Identification of nearby cemeteries, churches, and other places of interest

Help & Support

. Electronic user manual
. Message boards

Color Coding - Tracing your past.

Simple color-coding allows you to make discoveries by applying up to eight colors to a single person in your tree.
You can start by coloring all four lines of your entire tree with a single click on a choice of four color groups for
ancestors. And then perhaps add a color for a particular attribute — such as all those who served in the military —
by creating a list in the Index and applying a color to it. Then SAVE that list.

FamilySearch searching, matching & merging.

To help you in researching your family history, FTM 2017 now includes integration with FamilySearch and its
billions of records. Family Tree Maker automatically searches the FamilySearch database — just as it does with the
Ancestry database. To make it easy for you, the searching, matching and merging processes for FamilySearch data
is similar to Ancestry data. It will display a blue box for hints.

In the tree view, you will see blue square icons appear that indicate hints from the FamilySearch database. Hover
over a blue square to see how many hints were found for that person. Click the blue square, and the same dialog
boxes that you are accustomed to seeing from clicking on Ancestry’s green leaf hints will appear. Only now you also
have access to and can add data from FamilySearch’s billions of records as well. It's that easy!
Note: To begin with and as a preliminary step, Family Tree Maker is only pulling information from trees on
FamilySearch. However, in the coming months we expect to provide access to FamilySearch records databases as
well.

Pricing and Availability for FTM 2017

Family Tree Maker 2017 for Mac and Windows is available. The price for Family Tree Maker is $79.95 for download
only. Download and DVD for $89.95 and Download with USB copies available for $99.95 with both of these options
having S&H of $5.95. Upgrades are available at a reduced price. Check for any current coupons, which are
normally about $20.00 off regular price.

Support for Family Tree Maker (FTM)

Support is available without cost to all FTM users at https://support.mackiev.com where you will find an extensive

collection of articles. Software MacKiev also offers personal assistance through their live chat service seven days a
week.

To Learn More http://www.mackiev.com/ftm




Building Family Trees — The appearance is similar to previous versions

Family Tree Maker has seven different tabs: Plan, People, Places, Media, Sources, Publish, and Web Search.

The Plan tab, which is basically the main dashboard where you create and edit trees and manage tasks (freeform
to-do lists) that you've created.

Building a tree is straightforward; just go to the Plan tab and click on "new tree." The easiest place to start is with
yourself. Add your name, sex, birth date, birthplace, and your parents' names, and then name the tree. You can
then start adding your siblings, aunts, uncles and grandparents. From this tab, you can also edit existing family
trees, download a tree, or import a file from another service.

The People tab is where you can view and add details about family member.

The Places tab shows a map of where your family members lived.

The Web Search tab lets you search Ancestry, Family Search, and major search engines for information about your
relatives.

In the Publish tab, options are numerous, and include pedigree, descendant and relationship charts, reports, and
books (in PDF form). However, there is not a lot of guidance when creating a book. Since creating a book is a
rather large undertaking, it would be nice to have a template to work from, or at least have some suggestions on

where to begin. You really have to know what you want to do up front and what you want the finished product to
include.

This is the basic screen. Top center is the 4 generation tree, below that is the family sheet. To the far left is the list
of surnames in your tree, and the far right is the facts screen. | have the list of people minimized on my working
copy.
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