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Determining Your Research Goals 
Have you given some thought as to what you are hoping to gain in the pursuit of your family history? 

Whatever the impetus is to research, you need a plan before you proceed. 

The questions you should now ask yourself are: 

• What are my goals? 

• What will I eventually do with all of the information I accumulate? 

• How will I share my information with other family members or researchers? 

• Do I want to trace just the male or surname lines or the maternal lines as well? 

• What information about their lives do I want to find? 

• How will I compile that information? 

r--. All of these questions will help you form a strategy and lay the ground-work for your future research. 

Once you have answered these questions, you are ready to begin. Always begin with yourself and work 
backward through time, from the known to the unknown. Proving each generation one at a time will 

save you many hours of research in the future. 

Recording Data 

One of the most important components of laying a solid foundation for your family history is recording 
your research with standard forms. The basic forms you'll need to start are: 

• Pedigree Charts 

• Family Group Sheets 

• Research Log Sheets 

Begin by familiarizing yourself with these forms. Transfer all your proven and documented data to your 
forms before you start any new research. By using standard forms you 'II have as concise a record as 
possible. Librarians and other researchers will be able to tell at a glance where you are in your research 
and what to help you with first. 

Hand-drawn charts confuse everyone but the person who drew them. With all of the effort and time 
you'll be expending on research, you should always record the data in a businesslike manner. Loose 
papers, notes and hand-drawn charts, etc. can look messy and unimportant to others. By keeping the 



records neatly on standard forms in an orderly fashion, you ensure that those papers likely will not be 
tossed when you are gone. You will spend a lot of time researching and preparing these records-make 
them look as important as they are! 

Recording data on charts -

• All surnames (last names) should be written in capital letters. This will eliminate confusion. 

Example: James Wilson could be James WILSON or Wilson JAMES. 

• If the middle name is known, spell it out completely. Don't use just an initial. A grandfather 
may have several grandsons named after him. The middle name may separate and identify the 
correct individual. Example: Theodore COENEN had four grandsons named Theodore 
COENEN. A middle name could separate the Theodores. 

• If a person was known by a nickname, put that name in quotation marks and always record it. 

Example: Mary Margaret "Pat" JOHNSON or Orville "Guy" SHARP. 

• Female listings should always include their maiden surnames, as well as married names. 

Example: Jacqueline (BOUVIER) KENNEDY ONASSIS. If the maiden name is not known 
you should record a female as Jacqueline(---?---) KENNEDY ONASSIS. 

• Dates should be recorded using the following format: 9 FEB 1951. Example: How do you 
interpret 9/2/51? Is this SEPT 2, 1951 or SEPT 2, 1851 or FEB 9, 1751 ? Knowing which 

century, month and day is obviously crucial! By using the 9 FEB 1951 format, there is no 
chance for misinterpretation. No periods, no commas, should be used. Spell out May, June and 
July to eliminate confusion with other months. 

• Observe standard abbreviations used in recording genealogical data. 

Common abbreviations -

b =born bpt = baptized bur = buried 

d =died dod = date of death m =married 

pob =place of birth pod = place of death porn = place of marriage 

Create a guide for the abbreviations you use. 

• Place names should always be listed from the smallest geographic location to the largest: Town, 
Village or City; County, State, Country. Example: T.of Bellevue, Brown County, WI. 

It would be confusing not to use T., V. , or C. as an identifier. If a place name is Green Bay, 
Brown County, WI, the question will be is Green Bay as shown the City of Green Bay or the 
Town of Green Bay? 



Genealogy Books You Should Know Brown County Library January - March 2019 

Civil Towns of Wisconsin: A Guide and Index to Wisconsin's Civil Towns from 
1821 to the Present, compiled by Patricia G. Harrsch. 

R LHG 911.775 H249c also on microfilm cabinet 

Courthouse Research For Family Historians: Your Guide to Genealogical Treasures 
by Christine Rose. R LH G 929 .1072 R 72c also circulating copy 

Following the Paper Trail: A Multilingual Translation Guide 
by Jonathan D. Shea & William F. Hoffman. R LHG 418 Sh3 lf also circulating copy 

Guide to Finding Your Ellis Island Ancestors 
by Sharon DeBartolo Carmack. R LHG 929.1072074 C21f also circulating copy 

Guide to Genealogical Research in the National Archives of the United States 
Third Edition edited by Anne Bruner Eales & Robert M. Kvasnicka. 

R LHG 929.1072073 Un3gg3 also circulating copy 

Guide to Wisconsin Newspapers 1833 - 1957 
compiled by Donald E. Oehlerts. R LHG 016.071 Oe5 

Handybook for Genealogists: United States of America Tenth Edition 
R LHG 929.l Ev28h10 also circulating copy 

Land & Property Research in the United States 
by E. Wade Hone, with Heritage Consulting and Services. R LHG 929.1072 H756L 

Newspapers in Microform: United States 1948-1983 
Library of Congress Catalogs R LHG 016.0713 L616n 1984 2 vols. 

Nextgen: The DNA Connection by David R. Dowell. 
R LHG 929.1072 DOWELL 2015 also circulating copy 

The Source: A Guidebook American Genealogy Third Edition 
edited by Loretto Dennis Szucs & Sandra Hargreaves Luebking. 

R LHG 929.1072 So84e 2006 also circulating copy 

The Source: A Guidebook of American Genealogy Revised Edition 
edited by Loretto Dennis Szucs & Sandra Hargreaves Luebking. 

R LHG 929.1072 So84e 1997 

State Census Records by Ann S. Lainhart. R LHG 016.929 L144s 

Wisconsin: its Counties, Townships & Villages 
compiled by Wendy Zastrow Uncapher and Linda Zastrow Herrick. 

R LH G 911. 77 5 Un I w c. 1994 also on microfilm cabinet 

Wisconsin: its Counties, Townships & Villages Second Edition 
compiled by the Wisconsin State Genealogical Society. 

R LHG 911.775 WISCONSIN 2015 c. 2015 
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