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. Genealogy 101 Land Records: How do I find the property? February 23, 2019

Brown County Library

—_
—and records can be an integral part of any genealogical research project. However, land records are often overlooked as
a source. Many researchers are just happy to know where the home and/or farm were located.

The following are some of the reasons land records should be checked:

- Provide information about an individual’s death — date may be located with land transfer

- Find out about a divorce in the family and who the land belong to originally

- The source of division in the family because of the division of land; it may explain some family
relationships

- Give clues to financial condition of the owner, good or bad

- Learn how property was acquired and for what price and from whom

- To access property tax records, the legal description is needed most of the time

Land Records in Wisconsin and/or Brown County
Rectangular Survey System: Towns — Ranges and Sections (developed by Thomas Jefferson)

Private Land Claim — earliest land records for French settlements can be found in Brown, Crawford, Outagamie
and Columbia counties in Wisconsin (Also called the French Long Lot System, can be seen anywhere the French
settled in North America.

Military Reserve (Fort Howard Military Land) see map of the City of Fort Howard.
Originally under the control of the Federal Government, this land system extends to Duck Creek in the Village of
) Howard.

Williams Grant (An example of land grants to an individual which are given the name of the receiver.) Eleazer
Williams received this grant of land from the Federal Government for assisting with the move of the Oneida
Indians from New York State to Wisconsin.

Land Claims (Indian, in this case) — Platted lots along Duck Creek in the Village of Hobart in Brown County, and
the Town of Oneida in Outagamie County. The property claimed in this method and the claimants were members
of the Oneida Indian Tribe. These lands are part of the original land of the Oneida Reservation.

Metes & Bounds — This system is used in the eastern states, primarily in the 13 original colonies.

Questions to ask before going to a Register of Deeds office.  Call ahead, it will make your trip smoother.

What type of indexes do you have?
Grantor & Grantee Index? This is a buyer and seller index.

Do I need to know the legal description of the property? Locate this information on a plat map or other detailed
map prior to your trip, it will save time. Many Register of Deeds expect you to have this information and will
send you to another location/office for it.

What are your hours and is there a limit on the amount of time allotted to an individual? Does the office close for
the lunch hour?

Where can [ park? Are there parking meters, ramp, or free parking? Do I need coins for the meters/ramps?






Reproduced from,

"Land & Property Research in the United States.
Ancestry ,1997.

by E. Wade Hone.

MERIDIANS

Meridians provide a means of measuring distances
and locating positions on the earth’s surface. This
measurement technique has been in existence for
almost two hundred years. Before any of the fed-
eral land districts in the United States were opened
for land transactions, a survey was made of the
area and meridians were established. (See figure 8-
1.) Every other process in the organization and
distribution of federal lands depends upon the sur-
vey of the meridian.

A meridian is an imaginary line running di-
rectly north and south, from pole to pole. East and
west measurements within the meridian are then
counted from this line. Placed twenty-four miles to
the east and west of each meridian line are addi-
tional lines called guide meridians. To help com-
plete the meridian grid, there is a horizontal line
that runs east and west, intersecting the meridian
line at a right angle. This horizontal line is identi-
fied as the base line. It is the line from which north
and south descriptions begin their measurements.

Whenever a parcel of land is researched in
search of an individual, the meridian for that loca-
tion must be identified. Once the meridian is known,
any land description can be quickly and precisely
located.

Whenever the surveying of new lands from
existing meridians became difficult or cumber-
some, or as geography demanded, a new meridian
was created; however, new meridians were some-
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Organization of
Federal Lands

times created before existing meridians reached
their capacity. In other instances, acquisitions of
new territory sometimes led to the creation of a
new meridian.

The curvature of the earth causes the meridian
lines to converge on one another toward the poles
(figure 8-2). As the meridian lines grow closer
together, the sizes of tracts, townships and sections
grow smaller. The more northerly townships and
sections need to be realigned to compensate for
this convergence factor. Correction lines have been
created to help solve this problem, and sections
that border the west side of a township contain
lands that are not perfectly square.

The meridian locations can be determined
through the use of most commercial atlases. Rand
McNally’s Commercial Atlas and Marketing Guide
can be found in most libraries. It shows not only
the names of the meridians, but also the townships
and ranges discussed later in this chapter. This
information is extremely useful when studying
township plat maps and other records that are
organized by meridian rather than land office or
county.

Oaly the federal-land states base their land or-
ganization system on meridians. Meridians have
also been used in parts of Canada and Australia.
Many meridians serve more than one state. The
various meridians and the states which they com-
pletely or partially cover are shown in “Meridians
Used Within Each State” on page 105.
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Alabama
St. Stephens
Huntsville
Tallahassee

Alaska
Copper River
Fairbanks
Kateel River
Seward

Uniat

Arizona

Gila and SaltRiver
Navajo
Arkansas
Fifth Principal
California
Humboldt
Mount Diablo
San Bemardino

Colorado

New Mexico Principal

Sixth Principal
Ute

Meridians Used Within Each State

Florida
Tallahassee
Idaho

Boise

Illinois

Fourth Principal
Second Principal
Third Principal
Indiana

First Principal
Second Principal
Towa

Fifth Principal
Kansas

Sixth Principal
Louisiana
Louisiana

St. Helena
Michigan
Michigan

Minnesota
Fourth Principal
Fifth Principal
Mississippi
Chickasaw
Choctaw
Huntsville

St. Stephens
Washington

Missouri
Fifth Principal
Montana
Principal
Nebraska
Sixth Principal
Nevada
Mount Diablo

New Mexico
New Mexico Principal

North Dakota
Fifth Principal

Ohio
First Principal

Oklahoma
Cimarron
Indian

Oregon
Willamette
South Dakota
Black Hills
Fifth Principal
Sixth Principal
Utah

Salt Lake
Uintah
Washington
Willamette
Wisconsin
Fourth Principal
Wyoming
Sixth Principal
Wind River

Figure 8-2. Square land measurements must take

into account the varying widths of meridians on a
sphere.
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WISCONSIN Public Land Surveys

Reproduced from, "Township Atlas of the United States".
compiled & edited bv John L. Andriot, 1979.

WISCONSIN

Included in the territory of the original 13 States and admitted into the Union
May 29, 1848 (9 Stat. 233); original land records with the Department of Natural
Resources at Madison. '

4th Principal Meridian (Extended) (1831)

[ 716 ]



Public Land Survey Townships
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IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT LAND DESCRIPTIONS

TOWNSHIP SURVEY INFORMATION

DIAGRAM SHOWING HOW SECTIONS ARE

RANGE NUMBERS
NORTH

NUMBERED IN A TOWNSHIP ¥ Iw 2w w e ze 3 2E
x
b
A CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP 2 el
6 3 4 3 2 / CONTAINS 36 SECTIONS OF LAND = = i
1 MILE SQUARE & : ;i: a T
7| & 9 - N 7 (U~ $ & RIE
= = iy
/ = = A
8| 17 I3 5 4 r.}f %gt‘ SAsSE LINE 3
L A CIVIL OR POLITICAL TOWNSHIP =z | 3
# | 20 | 21| 22| 23.f'2¢ | MAY BE LARGER OR SMALLER THAN 3 7 (725
AT A CONGRESSIONAL TOWNSHIP. = 3 R2E
go | 20 | 28 |/27 | 26 | 25 » Her 3
- 2 -
| az 733 | 2| 35| 36
L SOUTH
TOWNSHIPS R FIGURE 7

Theoretically, & lowmstup 15 o square bacl ol land with sides of six miles each, and
cuniaining 36 sections of fand, Actuaily this v not the tase. Years ago, when the osiginal
survey of this state was made by the gavernment engineers, they knew that £ was impos-
sible to keep a trug north and south direction of tewnship hines, and still kitep getting
towrahip squares of 36 sfuare miles. At they surveyed 1owaid the north pale, they were
:ants:‘unll?' running eul of land, because thi tawnship fines were convarging toward the
narth pale,

If you will turn 1o one al the fewnship maps in this plal book, you will nolicg thal on
the north and on the west of each township, Ihere are divisions of land which show odd
acreages. In some lownships, these odd acreages are called governmant lols [becouse the

were given a lot number), and ol other times teft 2z FRACTIONAL FORTIES O

EIGHMTIES, 11 waas ot tha option of the orlginal guvarament survayars as to whether
they would call these cdd acreages governmenl lols. or fractional forties and eighiies,
Tha reason for these odd acreages is that the government surveyors adjusted for shortages
of land which developed as they weat north, by making fractional forties, sighties or
government lols out of the land on the west side of 2 {ownship, and the same for the land

on the north side of a township o keep east and waesi lines running parallel In other
words it was i ibie ta fit full into a circe.

Townships somelimes vary in size from the regularly laid-out township. (sce tigure 6.
Suppose that the dotied ling in Houre 615 & river separating two counties. The land north
and west of Lho river could bo a townthip in one county, the land south and east could be
2 township in another county, Which ever counly the tand is in, it still retaing the same
saetion, lownship and range numbers for purposes of land descriplions.

Each {ownship has a lownship number and also 3 rangs number (sometimes more than

one of each if the township is oversized, or a combination of more than one township

and range}.

Government suiveying o Lewenships 5 run fram starting hines called base bnes and pein-
cipal maridlans, Each lowaship has 2 township number, This number is the numbet of
rews of flers of lownships that 3 township is either noeth or south of tho base line.

Alyo each lownship has a rangs . This % the bigr of rows or liefs‘;;j,.\
hips that a t hip is either =ast or wast of (he principal meridian (See ligurs ¥ \
EVERY DESCRIPTION OF LAND SHOULD SHOW THE SECTION, TOWNSHIP Ah
RAMNGE IT IS LOCATED 1M,

TOWNSHIPS MAY BE EITHER NORTH OR SOUTH OF THE BASE LINE.
RANGES MAY BE EITHER EAST OR WEST OF THE PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN.

METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTIONS
AND EXPLANATION OF DIRECTION IN TERMS OF DEGREES

WHAT 15 A METES AND BOUNDS DESCRIPTICN? It 15 a description ol a tract of land
by starting at a given poind, running so many feel a cerfain direction, so many lest
another direction elc,, back 1o the poinl ol beginning. EXAMPLE: In hgure 1 notice the
small tract of lang outlined. The following would be 3 typical mates and bounds descrip-
tion of that tract of land. “Begir{ at the center of the section, thence north 560 fect,
thence east 660 feet, thence south 650 leet, thanca west 660 feot, back 1o the soint of
beginning, and contaming 10 acres, heing a part of Sec. No. ele.”

IMPCRTANT: To locate a tract of land from & metes and bounds description, start from

the paint ol beginning, and follow it out [do not read it backwards as in the case of a
reclangular description).

The small trac! of land just Incated by the above metes and bounds descriplion could alsa
be describar as the SWh 5wl NEY of the section. In most cases, the same tract of land
riay be digeribed in different ways, The restangular system of describing and locating
fand ps shown in figures 2, 3, 4 and 5 is the most’ simple and almast abways used when
possible.

A circle contains 350 degrees. Explanation: If you stast at the cenfer of 3 circle and run
360 straight fines an equal angle apart to the edge of the circle, so 2 to divide the circle
into 360 equal parts, THE DIFFERENCE OF DIRECTION BETWEEN EACH LINE IS
ONE DEGREE.

In land descriptions, degree readings are not a measure ol gistance. They are combined
with either Morth or South, to show the direction a line runs from a given point,

NORTH
HOW TO READ DESCRIPTIONS WHICH SHOW PN
DIRECTIONS IN TERMS OF DEGREES i .
J"- h"'\.\
\.\

In figure 8, he north-south line, and the east-west ling divide the cirgle into 4 equal parts, ) %
which means that each parl contains 50 degrees as shown, Several diffarent direction lines ’% \
are shown in this diagram, with the number of digeses sach vaties east or west from the b
north and south starting points [remambaer again that 3l deseriptions read from the north - FE
or south). b &
We all know what north-wesl is. IL is a direction which is half-way between North and s SUALL TRACT:, I.I‘l

West. In terms of degrees the direction north-west would read, north 45 degrees west, {See

figure 8).

EXAMPLE OF A LAND DESCRIPTION IN TERMS OF DEGREES

Al this time, study figure 8 lor @ minute or two,

In tigure 8, notice the small tract. The following metes and bound description will locate

=

POINT OF
£ DEGINHING

this smatl tracl, “Begin at the I:Ie_?irmmn point, thence N 20 degreas west — 200 feet,

thence N 75 degrees east — 1320

NG sG many acres, et

20 fest, thence S 30 degrees east — 240 feet, thence 545
degrees west — 420 feet, thence west — 200 feet back to the point of beginning, contain-

FIGURE &

Also see page 7

BHW



IMPORTANT FACTS ABOUT LAND DESCRIPTIONS

LAND MEASUREMENTS, TOWNSHIPS, SECTIONS,
MEANDERED WATER, GOVERNMENT LOTS, ETC.

WHAT IS A LAND DESCRIPTION?
ié_;ENSD‘_P%SD%R_}iTION IS A DESCRIPTION DF A TRACT OF LAND IN LEGALLY ACCEPTABLE TERMS, 50 AS TO SHOW EXACTLY WHERE IT 15 LOCATED AND HOW MANY
LINEAR MEASURE | SQUARE MEASURE
144 ag. in.--ees 43560 sq fhocecceeae e ea ) B
LIEY- N R 640 ocrese.. 1 sq. mile
30K sa. ydse 1 s5q. mite == -- 1 section
1% 5q. rods - 36 sq. miles - | tawnship
1 5q. rod - 4 ¥ & miles 59, ---- - 1 rtawnship
1 zq. chain - - 435 sq. fr. 208 1. 8 in sq. B ==
10 50, chaing - vevecreeroeonn | ocre 80 sods 1g, -~ -- 40 ocres
- 160 sq. rods-- --1atre 160 tods sgue-=mesmcmmennca- 140 acres
100 linkse----cvemvermreeeeneaa] chain ] i 4B40 5q. yds-emermcmnneeaeeaaa ) acre
In non-rectangular land descriptions, distance is usually described in terms of either In rectangular land descriptions, square measure 15 again in terms of acres, and the foca-
fest or rods {this is especially tiue in surveying today), and square measure in terms of tion ol the land in such terrns as N [north ons-half), SEW {south easi one-forth or
acres, Such descriptions are called Metes and Bounds descriptions and will be explained quarter), etc. as shown in Figures 2, 3, 4 and 5.
in detail latar,
A meandered lake or stream is water, next to which the ad- HOW CAN YOU TELL WHETHER WATER 15 MEAN-
joining land ownsr pays taxes on the land only. Such land is  DERED OR PRIVATELY OWNED?
divided into divisions of land called gavernment lats. The lo- 5 ©
cation, acreage and lot number of sach such a tract of land, On our township maps, if you find government lots adjoining
Wag dctermrnec surveyed and platted by the original govern- 2 body of water or stream, those waters are meandered, If
ment surveyars, there are no government lots surrounding water, that water
The oridi § y . is privately owned, the gwner is paying taxes on the land
2 original survey of yaur county (complete maps of each under the water, and the owner controls the hunting, fishing,
township, rr‘.e:um:lergd I'a'alms, government lals, elc.) 5 in your trapping rights, etc., on that water, within the requlations of
courthouse, and this ariginal survey is the basis for all land 0754500 and Federal laws, EXCEPT where such water is
descriptions.in your county (See figure 1). deemed navigable, other rulings may somalimes perfain.
As a gonerality (but not always), meandered water iz pulbilic
water which the public may use for recreational purposes,
IMPORTANT fishing, hunting, trapping, ete., provided that there is legal
THE GOVERMMENT LOT NUMBER GIVEN TO A PIECE access to the waler, or in ather words, if the public can get Lo
OF LAND, 1S THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THAT such waters without trespassing. There still is much fitigation
TRACT OF LAND. concerning the same to be decided by the courts,
FIGURE 1
SAMPLE SECTIONS SIéOWIIgG RECTANGULAR LAND DESCRIPTIONS,
HORTH
180 RODS T B MILE BIRODS 1320 FEET] 440 Y05, |20 CHAING TWILE - 320 RODS - 5280 FEET - 80 CHAINS
HW b4 NW UINE MONW WMWY NE JINE Y NE '
40 4 40 40 wis
Ll ME ki M W | v
o
160 ACRES 160 ACRES TWILE 20 80 80
SW YA MW L) SE Y NW 4| SWY NE Y% [SE Y NE %
40 40 40 40
§ 3 £ %
= aBe Y5, WAOFT, ] NN S U o BB W ESEY 320
1 I i | 1 - 49 HW bW b 2 N SW U
TR R L ST ST | SE NS Wl smensen 8
L t d P56
" swgf;{ SE Y 40 Wl w Fi)
0 ACRES 160 ACRES i
Wlv T [hE {{ nnswassﬁu ’;Eg L |
. X L R : 1
SW 14 SW %4 SE f SW { SW 4 SE Vi|SE: 4 SE 4 S T sE U R 238 % iR '
40 40 40 St § y [ PR i
40 CHAINS 4000 LINKS x *L CTlEvd|sefsR i
SOUTH ERSE WAL HREWEAWSHIS ACRES B3
FIGURE 2 IGURE 3 LSRN AR B
FIRUR FIGURE 4 FIGURE 5
THE BEST WAY TO READ LAND DESCRIPTIONS IS FROM THE REAR OR BACKWARDS.
Description: of land always read FIRST from either the Morth or the South in figures EXAMPLE: Under figure 4, the first description reads EY2, S5E%, SWY, SWik The last
2,3, 4 and 5, notice that they all start with N (narth), S {south], such as NW, SE, el¢ part of the description reads SWY, which means that the tract of land we are looking
They are never WHN [west north), ES (east south) elc. for is somewhera in that quarter {as shown In figure 2), Next back we find SWH, which
IMPORTANT: It is comparatively simpie for anyone to urderstand a description, that means the tract we are after is somewhere in the SWY 5Wih (as shown in Figure 3).
is, deterening where 2 tract of land is located, from even 3 long description. The Next back, we find the SEYW, which means that the fract is in the SEYs SWW SWl (as
SECRET i to read or gnalyze the description from the rear or backwards shown in figure 5). Mext back and our last part to look up, is the EY% of the above,
which is the location of the tract described by the whele description (as shown in
Higure 4)

TO INTERPRET A LAND DESCRIPTION - LOCATE THE AREA ON YOUR TOWNSHIP PLAT,
THEN ANALYZE THE DESCRIPTION & FOLLOW IT ON THE PLAT MAP.

Inue
Contlinued on page 36 BINW
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Private Land Claims

There was a special type of federal land grant called the private
land claim, wherein the American government recognized as
valid certain land grants made by the earlier French, Spanish,
and British governments in areas acquired by the United States
after the American Revolution. These areas were the Old North-
west north of the Ohio River, the Gulf states from Florida to
Louisiana, the tier of states on the west bank of the Missis-
sippi, and the Spanish Southwest from New Mexico to Cali-
formia but not including Texas.

Sometimes the foreign legal titles were quite old and me-
ticulously documented; often they were vague claims without
clear bounds. Near villages it was common to find communal
fields divided into long, individually owned arable strips sur-
rounded by a communally maintained fence. Also characteris-
tic, though not universal, were the “long lots”—narrow, ad-
joining tracts, each a few hundred feet wide, along a road or

river and each running far back into the woods or prairie—
sometimes a mile or more, The French and Spanish authorities
also made larger grants, such as the square leagues common in
Texas and the rancheros in California. Barring the usual losses,
the Spanish and French administrations usually kept adequate
records, and land titles were recorded and preserved. The Texas
General Land Office today has a series of sixty-nine volumes
of Spanish and Mexican records. (See chapter 16 for a discus-
sion of Hispanic records.) The Spanish land system is discussed
in detail for Texas, New Mexico (with Colorado), Arizona, and
California in Henry Putney Beers, Spanish & Mexican Records
of the American Southwest: A Bibliographical Guide to Archive
and Manuscript Sources (Tucson: University of Arizona Press
and the Tucson Corral of the Westemners, 1979), 4460, 141—
56, 24768, 328-39,

When the U.S. government assumed control of areas con-
taining Spanish and French grants, it had to create private Jand
claims commissions to separate the authentic and legal titles
from the fraudulent and dubious. (It is said that nine hundred
Kaskaskia, Illinois, claims were perjured.") By international
law, the new government was obliged to recognize the valid
property titles of the previous regime.

The private land claims ruled valid by the claims commis-
sions of the U.S. state and federal courts are first-title deeds
surveyed outside the regular federal system of townships and
ranges. For example, on figure 8-7, a survey of Vincennes, In-
diana, the federal survey lines stop at the irregular lots and tracts
of the private land claims of the old French outpost called
Vincennes Common. Even today, the legal titles run back to
the confirmed first-title patents of the Vincennes private claims
validated by the governor of the Northwest Territory, as directed
by a Congressional resolution of 1788. The legal description
of this land is not in terms of sections, townships, and ranges,
but in terms of the lot numbers the governor assigned to the
validated and surveyed private land claims at Vincennes. The
general system of private land claims, however, did not always
run smoothly. Some perfectly good pre-American titles were
not presented to claims commissions, engendering litigation
much later.

“Private land claims” can also refer (o the claims directly
presented to Congress for private relief. These papers could be
in different archives, depending on the administrative route
taken. Claims to 1837 are recorded in U.S. Congress, The Ameri-
can State Papers, Class VIII, Public Lands and The American
State Papers, Class IX, Claims (Washington, D.C.: Gales and
Seaton, 1832-61. Reprint. Greenville, S.C.: Southern Histori-
cal Press), and are indexed in Phillip W. McMullin, Grassroots
ofAmerica (Reprint. Greenville, S.C.: Southern Historical Press,

1994). 'IT;c National Archives has congressional records, case
files, and plat maps of private claims. According to the Guide
to Genealogical Research in the National Archives:

Originals of the committee reports to Congress on
private land claims are among Records of the U.S.
Senate, Record Group 46, and Records of the U.S.
House of Representatives, Record Group 233. They are
filed by Congress, thereunder by name of committee,
and thereunder chronologically.

Committee reports on individual land claims
considered from 1826 to 1876 by the two congres-
sional committees on private land claims are collected
and published in Reports of the Committees on Private
Land Claims of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, 2 vols. (45th Cong., 3d sess. Misc. Doc. 81,
serial 1836). Each volume is indexed by name of
claimant or subject, but many names are omitted,
There is also an “Index to Reports of Committee on
Private Land Claims, House of Representatives” on
pages 5-20 of House Index to Committee Reporis by
T.H. McKee (Y 1.3:C73/2). The Congressional Serial
Set provides digested summaries and alphabetical lists
of private claims presented to the U.S. Congress from
the 1st to 51st Congress (1789-1891).1

Table 25 in the Guide shows which congressional docu-
ments list private claims brought before Congress. Major uni-
versity libraries and other large research libraries are usually
repositories for such government publications, and many of
the early publications have been microfilmed.

Private land claims are also found in various court records,
because disapproved claims could be taken to court. In fact,
Congress, in abolishing particular claims commissions, rou-
tinely authorized the holders of unsettled claims to prosecute
their cases through the courts.

For further reading, see Paul W. Gates, History of Public
Land Law Development (Washington, D.C.: Public Land Law
Review Commission, 1968), 87-119; his “Private Land Claims
in the South,” Journal of Southern History 22 (1956): 183—
204; Louis Pelzer, “The Private Land Claims of the Old North-
west Territory,” lowa Journal of History and Politics 12 (1914):
363-93; T.P. Martin, “The Confimmation of French and Span-
ish Land Titles in the Louisiana Purchase” (M.A. thesis, Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, 1914); Lemont K. Richardson,
“Private Land Claims in Missouri,” Missouri Historical Review
50 (1955-56): 13244, 271-86, 387-99; Clark S. Knowlton, ed.,
“Spanish and Mexican Land Grants in the Southwest: A Sympo-
sium,” Social Science Journal 13 (October 1976): 1-63.
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The Source

Figure §-1. How to draw a plat map in indiscriminate metes and bounds.

Drawing Plat Maps

To plat a tract using metes and bounds bearings, you need
only an ordinary protractor, pencil, scissors, and lined paper
to provide constant east-west lines to orient the protractor,

The degrees begin at the first direction — cardinal point: north,
south, east, west—and move toward the second given direc-
tion, Thus N 53° E is 53° east of north. If, as is occasionally
done, the bounds read E 53° N, this is 53° north of east.
N 53° Eand E 53° N are not the same; N563° Eand E37° N
are.

For distance, which is measured in 161 —foot lengths called
poles/rods/perches (synonymous terms), a homemade scale can
be made of 320 parts to the mile (320 poles X 16%: feet = 5280
feet). To make suchascale, cut a narrow strip of paper perhaps
a quarter-inch wide to the length you want one mile to equal.
Double, redouble, and redouble again.

N32w N37E

A

Folding three times creates a strip divided into eight parts
each 40 poles long. Then visually divide each 40 poles into four
parts, thus creating a scale of ten poles to each mark. The U.S.
Geological Survey’s 1:24,000 topographic maps are a very good
scale for drawing plats because small tracts such as thirty and
forty acres come out at a good working size, not so tiny that
they easily getlost. To fix exactly on the topographic map where
a tract lay, it 1s usually necessary to bring together enough ad-
joining tracts to create sufficient known points on a creek so
the whole series can be adjusted to match the bends of the cresks
and rivers.

To order topographic maps, request the appropriate state
index to maps from Branch of Distribution, USGS, 1200 South
Eads Street, Arlington, VA 22202.

E225240

N53E320

Scale 1:24,000

0 80 160

Lindsey

240

Platted tracts such as these may not
close precisely; there may be a small
gap or overrun where the final line
returns to the beginning, and the
separate tracts may not join together

S10W33

S80E130

S55W230

S84E157
G. Alexander

Samuel LeRue

exactly. These minor errors will be
close enough for the genealogist’s
purpose. it
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