






























































































































































































































































































































a large force of Illinois volunteers forced the tribe to 

leave their homes and crops in Illinois and move west of 

the Mississippi once more. They were also forced to 

promise never to return to their homes without government 

permission. In return, they were promised corn for the 

winter since they had been prevented from raising crops. 

The winter was hard and the corn they were promised 

never arrived. The tribe faced near starvation. In the 

spring of 1832, starving and desperate, t hey crossed the 

Mississippi and joined the friendly Winnebago . The 

Winnebago prophet, White Cloud, had preached against the 

whites and helped rally warriors to the cause. But many of 

the Winnebagos were in favor of peace, and the Potawatomis 

did not give their full support either, so Black Hawk 

decided it was time to make peace with the whites. 

In May 1832, Black Hawk came under a flag of truce to 

talk to the militia. But an army soldier shot the flag 

bearer and two other Indians which caused Black Hawk's men 

to attack and drive the militia away in a panic. 

This started the war. Black Hawk had come under a 

flag of truce to surrender, but now war had begun. Black 

Hawk took his men up the Rock River into Wi sconsin. The 

army pursued them. 

Fighting occurred at Wisconsin Heights and along t h e 

Wisconsin River. Many Sauks died in these battles. Black 

Hawk attempted to go down the Wisconsin River to the 

Mississippi to safety, but his people were starving and 

exhausted. The old, the sick , and t he young s lowed down 

his march and the army again caught up with them. 

Once more Black Hawk tried to surrender at the Bad Axe 

River where it enters the Mississippi, but the Army troops 

fired on them . In order to escape, t he Indians tried to 

build rafts to cross t he Mississippi River. Soldiers 

attacked them on the banks of the river, and s hot at them 

from the steamship, "Warrior''. Sharpshooters shot men, 

women, and children as they tried to swim across t he river 

to safety. About 300 Sauks were killed in the massacre. 
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Black Hawk and the prophet White Cloud escaped, but 

later surrendered. Black Hawk was sent to Fort Monroe, 

Virginia. He was later allowed to return to his tribe in 

Iowa where the remaining members of his tribe lived under 

the leadership of Keokuk who had agreed to live in peace 

with the whites . 

Black Hawk died in 1838, a few years before the Sauk 

were again forced to move and sell their lands to the 

government for the never-ending stream of settlers. They 

moved west to Kansas, and later were forced to move to 

Indian Territory in Oklahoma . 

A few Americans who would later become famous fought 

in the Black Hawk War. Abraham Lincoln and Zachary Taylor 

would become presidents and Jefferson Davis would become 

the president of the Confederacy. 
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Chapter 59 

Sioux Indian Chiefs 

It was an honor to be the chief of a band of Sioux 

Indians, but it did not give him as much power as you might 

think. The position of chief could be handed down from 

father to son, but it also had to be earned. If a person's 

actions and wisdom did not earn the respect of his 

followers, they would chose another as their leader. 

The chief had power over his tribe through his ability 

to speak well. A chief who could speak well was able to 

influence his men , while one who could not persuade others 

of his position had little power. 

Often Indians who were better speakers had more 

influence over the tribe than the chief did . Another 

Indian who had an influential position was the chief of the 

warrior society. He was the leader of the warriors. Since 

many of the young Indians favored war as a way to solve 

problems and gain honors, the warrior chief always had many 

who would listen to him. 

When it came to making decisions which affected the 

whole tribe, every man had equal say. Council meetings 

were held where everyone's opinion was heard. The Sioux 

had a very democratic society. Each man had a say in each 

decision, whether it was of great importance or small. The 

final decision was taken by a vote. The majority ruled and 

few dared to try to go against the vote . 

A problem may arise if the vote was very close . Then 

the chief might make a decision on behalf of the tribe. 

If there was likely to be anyone breaking the 

decision, the chief appointed soldiers to enforce the 

decision. They were given the power to enforce the rules 

as they needed. This sometimes meant breaking the gun of 

the offender , sometimes ripping up his clothes or tent, and 

rarely by bloodshed or taking his life. 

White men believed that the chief had power similar to 

a president or king, which allowed him to sign treaties on 
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behalf of the whole tribe. This power was not always 

accepted by the others of the tribe who had not been given 

their say and their vote. 

The Sioux tribes produced many of the most famous 

Indian Chiefs, especially in wars against the whites. 

Little Crow was a chief of the Santee Sioux who argued 

for peace, but when four of his young warriors killed five 

settlers, he decided that war was the only way. 

In 1862, the Santee Sioux raided settlements in 

Minnesota and Fort Ridgely killing 400 whites. A few days 

later, they attacked the village of New Ulm, Minnesota, but 

the settlers were prepared and drove the Sioux away. There 

were many deaths on both sides . 

General Henry Sibley followed the Indians and defeated 

them with his bigger guns and artillery. The surviving 

Sioux fled to the Dakotas and Canada. In December, 38 

Santee Sioux were hanged at Mankato, Minnesota for their 

crimes. 

In 1874, gold was discovered in the Black Hill s of 

South Dakota, making more wars inevitable. The Black Hills 

were sacred to the Sioux, but the prospectors wanted to get 

rich on gold. 

In 1876, Crazy Horse with 700 warriors, defeated 

General Crook's army of 1000 men at Rosebud, South Dakota. 

The Sioux and their allies regrouped at the Little Bighorn 

River. Their numbers grew to 1800 as other warriors joined 

the group. 

On June 25th, General George Custer attacked t hi s 

group without waiting for the support from the other armies 

that were surrounding the Sioux camp. Every single man in 

his army was killed by Crazy Horse, Sitting Bull, and their 

warriors. 
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Crazy Horse and his followers were defeated in 

January, 1877, by General Nelson Miles at the Battle of 

Wolf Mountain. Over the next few months, all the major 

bands of Sioux Indians were defeated. Sitting Bull took 

his followers to Canada. He returned and surrendered in 

1881 . 

In 1890, the army decided to arrest Sitting Bull 

because he had not worked to stop the Ghost Dance . 

When they came to his cabin to arrest him, he was 

willing to go peacefully. However, they treated him so 

roughly that he became angry and refused to go with them. 

His supporters thought that this was a signal to 

resist the army and shooting started. When it was over, 

Sitting Bull was dead as well as several other Indians and 

Indian policemen . This skirmish increased fears in the 

area. 

On December 29, 1890, Chief Big Foot and his band of 

Minneconjous Sioux were camped at Wounded Knee Creek, South 

Dakota preparing to turn in their weapons. The fear of 

further uprisings caused the army to prepare for more 

fighting, and when the sound of a shot was heard, the army 

began shooting their Hotchkiss guns at the unarmed men of 

Chief Big Foot's band. Of the 350 Sioux men, women, and 

children camped there, more than 150 were killed and 50 

others wounded. 

Wounded Knee ended the wars between the Sioux and the 

army, but left the Sioux defeat ed and discouraged. 

Leather parfleche 
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Chapter 60 

What is Archeology? 

Archeology is the study of people living at earlier 

times by studying the remains of tools, weapons, and other 

artifacts that can be found. 

By studying such things as arrows, tools, bones, 

carvings, paintings, and many other items, an archeologist 

can begin to understand how a group of Indians lived. They 

look for clues that most of us would never think of. For 

instance, they can tell about an Indian's religious 

activities and the burial of their dead by finding pollen 

from flowers in the grave. That group of Indians used 

flowers at funerals and buried the dead with some sort of 

ceremony, not just to keep wild animals away from the 

remains. 

Guess what the most important artifacts are that an 

archeologist can find and study. Garbage! If we looked 

only a t your tools, we would not know what you ate, but if 

we looked in your waste basket, we might find chicken 

bones, pop cans, peach pits, discarded tools, broken toys, 

and other things. We would know that these were things you 

used. 

We might find out that you liked ice cream much more 

than gum . If we found o ne hundred chicken bones and only 

one deer bone we would think that you ate mostly chickens, 

and did not hunt deer much. 

Or there may be only fish bones. That would indicate 

that you lived on fish much of the time. If the number of 

fish bones is very large, an archeologist would think that 

you used nets to catch fish rather than hooks. 
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Archeology is a very interesting puzz le . But unlike 

the puzzles you can buy today, there are always pieces 

missing. There are so many pieces left to find and put i n 

place that it will be an enjoyable hobby or profession for 

many people for generations to come. You can help even if 

you find only one piece to the puzzle. When you do , be 

sure you do not lose it. 
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Chapter 61 

What is an Artifact? 

Indians made many different objects out of stone, 

metal, wood, antlers, and reeds. An artifact is any object 

that is made, worked on, or used by a human . Thus any 

arrowhead, ornament, piece of pottery, or any other object 

that has been worked on by an Indian is an artifact. 

Because the word artifact covers a l l things made by 

Indians , it is better to use a more specific word to 

describe an object. Just as you would prefer to say, "I 

have three cats, one dog, and one canary, " rather than, 

have five animals," you woul d say , "I have three arrows, 

one scraper, and two pieces of pottery . " 

"I 

Although it is easy to call almost any Indian artifact 

an arrow, very few of the stone artifacts are truly 

arrows. In fact, bows and arrows were one of the most 

recent inventions of the Indians. They were not used unti l 

the last 2000 years . 

Before that, the points were spears or darts. The 

spears were bigger , longer, and were thrown at the prey 

rather than shot from a bow. They cou l d be thrown by hand 

or by using a stick called an atlatl which was used to 

launch the spear with greater force. 

In order for arrows to be shot any distance from a 

bow, they had to be mad e smaller than spears. Many arrow 

points are less than an inch long, while spear points may 

be several inches long. 

Many things that l ook l ike spears were actually used 

as knives for cutting leather or wood . Some were scrapers 

for scraping hides and skinning animals. Some 

archeologists believe that I ndians used a pair of scrapers 

like a tweezers to pull out unwanted facial hairs. 

Not all artifacts have been knapped from flint. 

Indians made axes and game balls out of rocks . Awls (for 

piercing holes in leather and birchbark) could be made from 

bone, copper, or even petrified dinosaur bones . 
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Jewelry made from shells, bones, dew claws, teeth, 

copper, and trade goods are another type of artifact. 

Containers for food and cooking were needed by all 

Indians. These artifacts may have been made from clay 

pottery, birchbark, woven grass, or buffalo hair . 

Many artifacts were made of wood, but most of these 

have decayed and been lost. 

Archeologists can learn the most from artifacts when 

their exact location is known. Important information can 

be lost just by removing an artifact from its original 

location . Have a person knowledgeable about archeology 

check an artifact before you remove it if possible. 
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Chapter 62 

How Did Indians Make Arrows? 

When you look at a small arrow and see the perfect 

symmetry, the sharp straight edges, fine notches, and a 

needle- sharp point, you might think only an expert Indian 

could have made this. 

How hard is it to make an arrow and how many Indians 

learned to do this? Believe it or not, making arrows 

(called knapping or flint knapping) is no more difficult 

than many things we routinely do today such as learning to 

use a computer or play piano. It is only a different 

skill. 

In fact, for the Indians centuries ago, it was 

probably easier to learn to make arrows than to learn many 

of the other essential things they had to learn to 

survive: knowing when to pick berries, when to harvest 

fish, how to store food for the winter without spoiling, 

and how to track and hunt all kinds of animals. 

Several techniques were used in flint knapping. 

Percussion flaking is a crude method where the core (the 

rock from which the tools and arrows are made) is hit by a 

hamrnerstone. The hamrnerstone will knock off a fairly big, 

thick chunk. The artifacts made in this way are recognized 

by large irregular chipped surfaces. They are usually 

relatively thick and less attractive than the pieces with 

finer flaking. 

Some of these percussion-flaked stones were further 

worked by pressure flaking . This was done by applying 

pressure to the edge where a chip was to be removed . By 

using the proper amount of pressure and the right angle, 

very fine, thin chips were removed. This resulted in the 

very thin, smooth, attractive artifacts that are favored by 

collectors. 

Pressure flaking is used mainly for the cutting edges 

of a tool, so many artifacts which are bigger have large 
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percussion flakes on the central part of the arrow and fine 

pressure flakes on the edges. 

Pressure flaking was done using a smal l tool made from 

a deer antler or a bone. 

A skillful Indian could make a point or a tool in a 

matter of several minutes. It probably took longer to find 

the right flint rocks than to make the arrows. Often, the 

cores were mined at distant sites such as the Hixton 

quartzite quarry in Jackson County, Wisconsin or pipestone 

(catlinite) which was found in Minnesota and near Rice 

Lake, Wisconsin. There are distinctive characteristics in 

the pipestone from the different places, so an expert can 

often tell exactly which quarry the stone came from. 

Indians appeared to enjoy beautiful tools. Not only 

did they often choose colorful flints, but many pieces have 

inclusions of crystal, fossils, and even agates. 

Another way of making tools from rocks was by pecking 

and polishing. Pecking is a way of shaping a rock into an 

axe or other large tool by pecking the rock with a 

hammerstone. Each time the tool is pecked a few grains of 

the original rock fall off. This is hard, slow work, so 

Indians tried to find a stone of nearly the right size and 

shape before starting. This would save a lot of work. 

Once the pecking had formed the stone into the right 

size and shape, the grinding and polishing were done. This 

brought out a smooth, polished surface and a sharper bit 

(the cutting edge) on the axe. Many of the finer axes were 

very polished and felt perfectly smooth. Abrasive stones, 

such as sandstone, were used for this polishing. The 

polish became even shinier after long use cutting wood. 

Speckled granite, hornstone, and greenstone were often 

the materials used in the peck and polish method. Many of 

the axes that are found today still show the pockmarks from 

pecking. 
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Chapter 63 

How Old is an Arrow? 

It is very important to an archeologist to know how 

old an Indian arrow or too l is. An archeologist is a 

person who studies the history of cultures of people from 

the distant past. 

There are two main ways of determining t he age of an 

arrow. The first is very simple, but i t is a basic rule in 

archeology . The deeper in the ground the arrow is the 

older it is . 

It is just like your wastebasket. The papers at the 

bottom will be the oldest, and the ones on the top the 

newest. The earth is the wastebasket for the broken or 

lost Indian arrows that have accumulated over the 

centuries. 

This rule will tel l archeologists if one arrow is 

older or newer than another arrow found a t the same area, 

but it does not tell them exactly how many years old it is. 

To get a more exact date, the archeologists use a 

method called radio-carbon dating. Carbon is an element 

that is part of the building blocks for every form of 

life. It is found in wood and bones and everything else 

that was once alive. Wood and bones are the main objects 

that have persisted over the centuries to make this type of 

dating usefu l . Bones can persist for thousands of years 

under the right conditions. Wood usually lasts only when 

it is charred in campfires, which makes it nearly 

indestructible. 

Since a small number of these carbon atoms are radio­

active, they give off radiation at a slow rate. The 

archeologist is able to measure how much radiation is being 

given off by the carbon atoms . The slower the rate, the 

older the artifact is . It is like an object that is 

cooling off--over hundreds and thousands of years. 

Using this method, the archeologist will get a reading 

in years . This gives a fairly close idea of the time when 
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the tree or an animal was living. 

The age of this carbon will be the same age as any 

arrows found at the same level, and as learned earlier, 

arrows deeper will be older and those closer to the surface 

will be newer. The trick is to find some wood, clam shell, 

or bones together with the arrows. 

Since it is so important to determine t he l evels that 

pieces of wood or arrows are found, archeo l ogists are very 

careful when they dig up artifacts. They do not use 

shovels to dig. They use small garden tools to scrape off 

a fraction of an inch of dirt at a time . When they find 

something, they use brushes to clear away the last bits of 

dirt. By leaving the artifact exactly where it lies and 

finding other artifacts in the area, much more can be 

learned. 

An example would be in burials where there may be a 

fine layer of red ochre covering the body, or grave goods 

that might lie in a position that would te l l the 

archeologist more about the culture . 

New methods of determining how old an object is are 

being developed . One of these is thermoluminescence, where 

the age of an object such as a piece of pottery is heated 

and the light given off helps determine its age. 
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Chapter 64 

How Were Arrows Attached? 

When you look at an arrow or spear, you may wonder how 

it could have been attached to the shaft of the arrow or 

spear. 

The base of the point is called the hafting area--the 

area used to attach (or haft) it to the shaft. The base of 

the arrow is prepared in many different ways. Typically 

there are notches to help tie the arrow securely. The 

notches can be on the side of the arrow, the corner, or 

even on the bottom edge of the arrow. 

The wooden shaft of the arrow was split and the base 

of the arrow wedged between the split ends . 

Sinew, a strong cord made from an animal's tendons, 

was tightly wound around the shaft and the hafting area of 

the arrow to secure the point. 

Often, some form of glue was also used to keep the 

arrow properly seated in the shaft. The glue was made from 

resin, pitch, deer hooves, or fish skin. 

When the glue hardened and the sinew dried, the point 

was very stable . In fact, if the tip of a point got 

broken, it was probably easier to shorten the shaft and re­

chip the point into a scraper, than to r emove the broken 

arrow and replace it with a new one. This may be why 

hafted scrapers come in so many different sizes and shapes. 

Arrows were att ached with sinew and glue. The fourth arrow 

was broken and knapped into a scraper. 
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Chapter 65 

Laws About Indian's Graves 

Graves are sacred places. We would not want anyone 

disturbing the graves of our relatives. Indian mounds and 

Indian graves are sacred to the Indians. They should not 

be disturbed in any way. 

It is not only wrong to disturb a mound or grave, it 

is illegal. State laws in Wisconsin and other states 

strictly forbid anyone digging in a grave site. 

Sometimes, a grave is accidentally damaged. This may 

happen during construction of a road or house. When this 

occurs, it should be reported to authorities so proper care 

can be taken of the grave, and any archeological studies 

can be done before any more damage is done. 

At other times, erosion of soil from water or wind 

will expose bones. Most people can not tell if these bones 

are from a human, another animal, or even a prehistoric 

animal . They should be left in place and appropriate 

authorities informed. 

Present day Indians will take care of t he bones and 

give them a proper re- burial if they need to be moved 

because of construction. 

A person should also s how respect for any mounds he 

studies . This means he should avoid walking on the surface 

which may kill the grass and cause erosion of the soil. It 

is also improper to kick up dirt or dig in it in any way to 

find artifacts. 

Wisconsin had an estimated 15,000 mounds, but close to 

half of them have been lost due to agriculture, growth of 

cities, building of roads, dams, and logging . 

The Burial Sites Preservation Act protects all burials 

in the state. Before any study or other d i sturbance of a 

burial site is done, approval must be obtained from the 

state. This includes burial sites on p rivate land. A 

person cannot dig in burial sites on his own land. 

Any time you are studying an Indian mound or any type 
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of site, you should remember to show respect for the grave 

and the earth in the same way the Indians did. 
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Chapter 66 

Collecting Indian Artifacts: Keep Good Records 

Collecting Indian artifacts is fun and exciting. But 

there is also a responsibility to keep information about 

all the arrows and artifacts you find. 

This information can be very important to an 

archeologist studying the Indian history of your area. It 

can be very important to know that an artifact carne from a 

certain area. 

The exact area an artifact is found can be especially 

important with pieces of pottery or rare artifacts. 

Imagine how much less we would a ll know if t he ranchers 

that discovered the Folsom or Clovis sites had forgotten 

where they found them . The details on pottery can identify 

a culture of Indians more precisely and they usually mean 

it was a village site where much more information can be 

obtained by a "dig''. A dig is what archeo l ogists call a 

very careful excavation of a site. By knowing about these 

village sites soon enough, some can be saved from 

destruction or studied before they are lost to const ruction 

of houses, roads, or darns . 

An artifact with no information does l ittle to help 

the person studying Indian history. Always record the 

lo~ation of the find as closely possible. Keep a notebook 

and write down the county and state an arrow is from . This 

is important whether you find the arrow or get it from 

someone e lse . If you get an artifact from someone else, 

always get all the information you can. It is also good to 

record even more information, such as, "I found this arrow 

on J une 3rd, 1992 , in Smith's cornfield by Bass Lake." 

The date is not as important, but it is always 

interesting when you look back at your collecting record. 

Write down any other interest ing or important 

information you know. If it was found four feet deep i n a 

gravel pit, it could be extremely important. Some of the 
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oldest and most important human finds have started by an 

accidental find when digging ditches or loading gravel . 

If you think there may be something special about your 

discovery, contact someone who will be able to evaluate it 

further. This may be the local historical society, the 

Wisconsin Archeological Society, or a local expert in 

Indian history. 

There is another good reason to keep good records of 

all the pieces you find; if you ever sell your collection, 

it will be worth much more if you have the information. 

Collectors call this information, "provenance." 

You can help expert archeologists by reporting all 

artifacts you find to the State Historical Society of 

Wisconsin . This is done by drawing an outline of the 

artifact and recording the location it was found and any 

other information about it. This should be sent to: 

Mr. Bob Birningham, State Archeologist 

State Historical Society of Wisconsin 

816 State Street 

Madison, WI 53706 
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Chapter 68 

How to find Indian Relics 

Arrows and other artifacts can be found almost 

anywhere. Over t he 10,000 years that Indians have roamed 

this region, every possible place has been visited by 

Indians. Also, the animals may have trave l ed long 

distances before dying from an arrow wound . 

You can look anywhere there is open ground. Gardens, 

ditches, and playgrounds are all good places to start. The 

problem is that arrows and artifacts are not easy to find. 

You may look for hours and not find anything . But when you 

do find an arrow, you will be holding a tool or weapon made 

by a man hundreds or even thousands of years ago. 

It may have been made by an ancestor of someone living 

today. A grandfather with 40 or even 400 greats before 

grandfather. 

Collecting Indian relics is a good hobby that is 

inexpensive and does not require a lot of equipment . There 

is almost no cost, and all that is needed i s a brush to 

clean the artifacts you find, plastic bags for collecting 

the stones and pottery, a magnifying glass and a permanent­

ink pen or liquid paper to help put an identification 

number on each artifact. 

A photographic record can also be very helpful. Just 

write the information on the back of the photo. 

One of the best ways to get started is to find a local 

collector, long-time resident , farmer, or historian who may 

be able to tell you good places to look for arrows. If you 

are able to find a local collector, it will be especially 

helpful since he may be able to tell you the best places, 

the best times, and help you identify pieces you are not 

sure of. When you start, there will be many rocks that you 

wonder about. Keep all these rocks for studying later. 

Some will show work or flaking once they a r e washed off. 

Others may be recognized as a tool by an expert in Indian 

history. The collector may also be willing to show you his 
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collection which will teach you a lot about what kind of 

rocks were used to make arrows in your area. 

Since it is not easy to find arrows or pottery, you 

should try to find places that have the greatest chance of 

success. Just like us, Indians were dependent on water. 

They had to live by water or travel to water frequently. 

Lakes and rivers provided food, water, and transportation. 

The best places are usually near water. Slightly 

higher areas near lakes or rivers were often chosen as 

campsites because they provided protection from flooding in 

the spring and during heavy rains, and the higher land made 

it easier to watch for enemies and to protect against 

attack compared to lower lands . 

When Indians started to raise crops for food, they 

needed land that was fertile and easy to work, so light 

soils were preferred to heavy clay which couldn't be worked 

as easily with their stone or bone tools. 

Looking at maps can help find areas that are likely to 

have arrows, but this can be difficult even for an expert . 

A better way is by asking local collectors and farmers 

where they have found arrows. Most people will be happy to 

give you this information and even let you hunt on their 

land if you respect their property and do not damage their 

crops, fences, or property. 

A landowner wi ll also appreciate seeing any arrows or 

pieces of pottery you find. Your interest and knowledge of 

Indian history may help others become interested as well. 

The more people become interested in discovering and 

preserving bits of Indian history, the more we will all 

benefit. 
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Chapter 68 

Some Famous Types of Arrows and Spears 

Over the last 15,000 years, Indians hav e produced 

different types of spears and arrows. Some are very 

distinctive, others are difficult to determine what type 

they are and who made them. 

There are a number of famous types of points that are 

very popular among collectors. The main reasons they are 

so popular is because of their great age, their rarity, the 

skillful work in making them, and their natural beauty. 

Many of the spear s with the most skillful and attractive 

work are also the oldest. Some types are famous not o n ly 

for their workmanship, but also because of the colorful 

flints they were made from. 

Dovetail spears are 

one of the points that was 

typically made from very 

colorful stones. They are 

egg-shaped with one end 

pointed . The notches are 

at the corners which leaves 

the end of the arrow looking 

like the tail of a dove. 

They can be found throughout 

a large area, but are most 

common in the Ohio region. 

One of the oldest 

types of points is called 

the Folsom point. They are 

10-15,000 years old. They 

have actually been found 

with the bones of animals 

that hav e been extinct for 

10,000 years. These are 

very rare. 

Dovetail Spear 

Folsom Point 
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Clovis points are 

another very old spear. 

They are found throughout 

the United States, and 

many have been found in 

Wisconsin. 

"War points" are 

small triangular points 

that are quite common. 

They are among the 

newest of arrows. They 

have been made in the 

last several hundred 

years. They have been 

called war points because 

legend says that they were 

not tied to the shaft like 

other arrows, so when they 

hit an enemy, the arrow 

would stay in the enemy, 

causing greater damage. 

This theory is not proven, 

and most likely these 

triangular points were 

used for hunting animals 

and birds as well as 

making war. 

Clovis point 

Triangular Points 
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Chapter 69 

Some Common Types of Arrows 

There are many different types of arrows and scrapers 

that the Indians used in their daily lives. Here are some 

of the more common ones found in Wisconsin. 

Durst stemmed points 

Adena spears 

Side notched points 

Common Woodl and poin t s 
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Chapter 70 
Topics for Reports 

1. Nearly half of the states have Indian names. Find as 
many as you can and give their meanings. 

2. Indians invented many devices that are still in use 
today. Find as many as you can and describe them. 

3. Each tribe of Indians had a number of customs which 
were unique. Some customs were common to many tribes of 
Indians. Describe one or more interesting customs from 
your favorite tribe. Some topics might include the 
following, but there are hundreds of others. 

The Midewiwin Society 
The False Face Society 
The Sun Dance 
The Hope Snake Dance 

4. Tell how Indians discovered spirits in animals, trees, 
and the weather. 

5. Tell how medicine men tried to heal the sick. 

6. Describe what kind of decorations and jewelry Indians 
were likely to wear. 

7. If you became an archeologist, describe what you would 
like to study and why. 

8. Collect stories about Indians from older relatives or 
friends. 

9. Write about four or more ways that Aztalan may have 
come to an end, and explain which one you think is most 
likely. Explain how the Aztalan culture was different from 
the Woodland culture. 

10. Write a report on the Princess Burial at Aztalan. 

11. Find place names in your area that have Indian names 
and try to find out what they mean. 

12. Describe the plants that Indians first farmed and 
explain how they are used today. 

13. Draw several different Indian designs and t e ll which 
tribe may have used a similar design. 

14. Draw pictures of some of the animals that were hunted 
by the first Indians. 

15 . Tell how buffalo were hunted. 

16. Describe how birchbark canoes were made. 

17. Tell how Indians made maple s ugar. 
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18. Tell how wigwams were built. 

19. How were tepees built and moved? 

20. Describe the different trade items the traders brought 
and how they changed the lives of Indians. 

21. Write a report on a famous Indian such as: 
Crazy Horse (Oglala Sioux) 
Four Bears (Mandan) 
Chief Joseph (Nez Perce) 
Kicking Bear (Sioux) 
Kishkekosh (Fox) 
Little Turtle (Miami) 
Low Dog (Sioux) 
Pontiac (Ottawa) 
Quanah Parker (Comanche) 
Red Cloud (Oglala Sioux) 
Sacajawea (Shoshone) 
Sequoyah (Cherokee) 
Short Bull (Sioux) 
Sitting Bull (Hunkpapa Sioux) 
Tecumseh (Shaunee) 
Waub-o-Jeeb (Chippewa) 
Young Man Afraid of Horses (Sioux) 

22. Write a report on an important war or rebellion such 
as: 

Black Hawk War 
The French and Indian Wars 
King Philip's War 
Little Bighorn (Custer) 
Pontiac's Rebellion 
The Powhatan Wars 
The Seminole Wars 
Tecumseh's Rebellion 

23. Write a report on an early fort such as : 
Fort Detroit 
Fort Pitt 
Fort Howard (Green Bay, Wisconsin) 
Fort Michilimacinac (Mackinac, Michigan) 
Fort Crawford (Prairie du Chein, Wisconsin) 
Fort Snelling (St. Paul, Minnesota) 

24. Tell how Chippewa women decorated their clothes, 
moccasins , and cradleboards. 

25. Describe who the first Indians were and how they carne 
to America. 

26. Describe how the glaciers and the Ice Age made it 
possible for Asians to move into America . 

27. What was the Paleo Indian lifestyle l ike? 
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28. How did Archaic Indians differ from Paleo Indians? 

29. Describe the peck and grind method of tool making and 
how this changed their lives . 

30. What two changes mark the beginning of the Woodland 
Culture? Describe the importance of these two things. 

31. Describe what Woodland Culture life was like . 

32. Describe the two different types of mounds. 

33. Draw several different outlines of effigy mounds. 

34. Describe the copper culture. 

35. How did Indians mine Copper? 

36. Tell the Story of Aztalan. 

37. How did the Indians of Aztalan live? 

38. What does pottery tell you about a tribe of Indians? 

39. How was pottery made? 

40. Tell about the Indians of Wisconsin before white man 
arrived . 

41. Tell about other tribes that eventually lived in 
Wisconsin or passed through Wisconsin. 

42. Tell about the different languages used by Indians of 
Wisconsin , how they differed and why some were more useful 
to the traders. 

43. Explain how traders eventually got to trade freely in 
Wisconsin. 

44. Describe how Indians traveled in t he wilderness . 

45. Describe your favorite tribe and how they were 
different from other tribes: 

Chippewa, Sioux , Winnebago, Menominee, Fox, Sauk, 
Potawatomi, Kickapoo, Iroquois. 

46. Describe how horses changed the life of Plains 
Indians. 

47. Te l l why Indians suffered from European diseases and 
how the epidemics spread. 

48. Tell about the work that an archeologist does. 

50 . Describe the music of the Indians. 
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Chapter 71 
Projects You Can Do 

1 . Develop a Native American resource booklet for your 
county. 

Locate Native Americans who can teach your class about 
their tribal history and more about local history. Find 
out if they have cradleboards, old photographs, or other 
items which they can show your class. 

Locate historians with a special interest in Indians 
and archeology. Your local historical society may be able 
to give you names of who to contact. 

Find collectors in your area who may be willing to 
show you their artifacts and teach you what they know. 
Collectors are often very willing to show you their 
artifacts. 

You should not feel that you are imposing on the 
people by calling them. Most will be honored to be asked, 
and you are doing a valuable service in gathering and 
preserving Indian history in your area. 

Put all this information in a resource book listing 
the names, phone numbers, and the resources they have 
available. 

2. Divide your class into groups who represent the 
different cultures. Act out their way of life and tell 
about their culture. 

3. Make a map of all the Indian sites in your county . You 
may be able to get more information from the State 
Historical Society of Wisconsin, 816 State Street, Madison, 
WI 53706. If you know of any mounds or sites that have 
not been recorded you can report it to the Archeological 
Society . If you do, put a release in your local newspaper 
and you might be surprised to be told of even more. 

4. Build a fire drill and demonstrate it. Show how rocks 
can give off sparks. 

5. Act out a meeting between a group of Indians and an 
early trader. 
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