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Guest Column

Keeping Belgian heritage alive

By MARY CHAUDOIK
SPECIAL TO THE ADVOCATE

citing im touch will
anceslons can be o diffi-
cult. bat 11 yvour rela-

tives live in Belgiom, it’s quite
casy. To reach oot just connegt
with the with ul
wWawW reotsweb.com.

You can even join the chib —
the Peninsula Eelgion Amencan
Club — if you fl (e descriplion
and feel heroic enouph (o tuke o
great  wovage  through  vour
ancestral roots,. Onee you ged fo
the odher side all your fenrs fall
by the wayside.

Going back o family rodls in
Belgium is what the Peninsuln
Belpian Americun Club has
been doing since 1972, This
wedr mutked the 30th unniver-
gary of loyally and commit-
ment for the club mission to
keep the pathway alive for this
generation and the  pext of
Belgian-Americans and, their
Belgion cowsins, The club is
centered in the Southern Door
County orea, home 1o o the
largest Belgion setilement in
the United States,

A =mall group of Belgian-
Americans left on June 12 to
“Heep in Touch.” Stepping into
the old world of our ancesiors,
'whc{m rulnliv-:s_rﬂ::!ﬁ b the

radies 1% 5 gralilyang axperi-
Enr.:*. :|r.4:-:'|n:liﬁg m:rKim PE[':ET
Davis. whe 15 secretary/irgns-
urer of the club,

“On a personal level, i's
important for me to slay con-
nected with my Belgian her-
itz bacinese ||:|f' Talker was
100 percent Belgian,” David
said, I grew up hearing the
Walloon langueage, and enjoy-
ing some of the food customs.
Mow that he is no longer here,
L try 19 keep my heritage alive
b:,- 1.r|.5.|11115 L]E_'Il.l.ll:l Serving as
an afficer of the elub, comenu-
nicating with friends | have in

- much”  Jac

Belgivm and conlinuing m
search for Belpian ancestors,

Walloon 15 the dialect, a
French palois, spoken in south=
ern Belpivm apd most promi-
nent in the Door County seltle-
ment, Natives of  poorhern
Eclgivm belong te the Flemish
Iradition, which is more in lune
with the Metherlands.

In Belgium, the correspon-
ding - type  of club (the
Wallonie=Wisconsin Club) was
created in the early 1970: Lo
maich  the work of  ils

(11

balt izw the late 18th céntury on
the reins of an ancient castie,
The hotel was vzed as p polace
by the Dukes of Burgundy and
then by Empercr Charles W,
The hotel now s the home of
the Bellevoe Museums, which
are manpged by the King
Baudouvin Foundation.

The = wisiing  Belgian-
Americins  were given  an
informative presentation about
e ancienl ruios, the history
and makings of the dynasty.
The welcoming speech was

I grew up hearing the Walloon language, and
enjoying some of the food customs. Now that he
is no longer here, I try to keep my heritage
alive by visiting Belginm, serving as an officer
of the club, communicating with friends I have
in Belgium and continuing my search for
Belgian ancestors

American cousing. In 1975, the
Walloon  visitors <ame o
Mmerica for the firsl fime, A
husbwnd and wife — Facgues
duggmod, © president, and
Jucgueline Jocgmaot, secretary
= qiaw bzl the Walloon cluh,

“For us; it 15 very special (o

see that after so many years

wou siill want w know whena
your ancesiors came from, and

*that you are still interested in

comiing back (o the old coun-
try. We appreciale thit' very
mal  teld the
American visiors during the
trify this year.

O the second day of the
trip, the Belgian-Amcrican
griop and their host Families
were invited 1o dinner at the
King’s Palace in Brussels as
guests of the King Bavdouin
Foundation. Dinner was held ai
the Bellevue Hotel which was

3 ==

given by Baron - Herman

Yanden Berghe, president of
the Bawdouin Foundation,
ek he focus is in the

I spinit of these pio-
negers whe sold their
land in Gres-Doicean as early
% 1R 1o gellle in Wisconsin
snmewhers  hatween  Ciresn
Bay and  Stoegeon. Bay,”
Berghe smd, descobing  the
goals ol the foundation, Gre:z-
Doacean 15 the home city or
region where the ancestors of
many Door County Belgians
came from,

Berghe admined that the
foundation had a slow st
(after being Tounded i 1997)
 cposs (e waters and help
keep greal ideas alive io ihe
United QI.Hcs Butl now the
rﬁuﬂi]dllnn 15li I:F‘IQH!-IJITIII.‘IE: ;||'|l.'|
has a solld mission stalement,

“COher first objective §5 1o

enable men and women of tal- |
ent from both sicdez of the
Aglaptic 1o learn from their
respective experiences through
study  arips o longer-term
exchanges.” Berghe said. "By
stimulating betler wnderstand-
itg hetween the United States
and Evrope, we hope 10 con-
teibwite 1o & sirong  Iraos-
Adlantic allianee, which will
have the capacily 10 assume its
special res |IS|L1]1[:.I in ks
ing the world 3 safer and better
lapa.

“The second objective in the
Lha, a8 1o [acililiaie Lrams-
Atlanic  philanthropy.
enable L1.5 -hased J!'Idl"-"ll;]l.lllib
i support people and cwuses
hronghour Europe by support-
ing Americans who chovse lo
study in Belgivm: or assist
Belgian and American entre-
prengurs in their supporl of
culinral or henlage projects,”
e comcluded,

Locking back over M) years
of activities Lo |'|r||:E I.-|,1g|..|]|,;:r
the pe rpl*1 of Cld Werld and
Mew Waorld Belgiom 15 o mat-
ter of Elmdl- for Harry Chavdair
Ir.. the president of the
Peninzula Belgion American
Club, Chavdoir is among a
handful of Amercons who
have been knighted by Belgian
kings for their working in cele-
hrating the two calinres.

“I raise my eves upon (he
Bandguin} foundation as o grea
Tuture Tor the Peninsula Belgian-
American Club,” Chawdoir said,
“We must keep this connection
alive so that the moows of our very
foundation, amnd our ancesiors
who spokethe native language
aof Walloon, will neser be forgot-
ten™

Mary Chasdofr 3 the dangh-
rer af Mr and Mri. Haroey
Chaudelr Jr and & mentber of
rhe Ferninsida Belgian-
Awmeerican Cluh.
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