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Guest Column: 

K.eeping Belgian heritage alive 
. . 

By MARY CIJAUDOJR 
Si'~Ct>\L TO 111€ AD\'OC...1'6 

Belgiu1n and conOnuing 1ny 
· :scmh for Beleia11 iJnccslOl'$." 

, \\'all<.>on is the di;1\c..:I, ll 

G
etting in touch \1eitl1 Fre11ch pal<>is. :sp<.>kcq io wulh· 
aocc:stors 1.-an b~ dim- crn Beltiuin ~Qd u10sl piou1i­
cult. but if your; rela· ncot in the Ooor County settle· 

lives Live in Bclgi1.1m. it's quite menl. N;i1ives of , oortbcm 
ell.Sy. To rcacb·out. just connect Bc:lgium belong to lhe Flemish 
'vi th tbe ,,·cb al tradition. which i:s )nore i11 tune 
\VW\\•.roolswcb.com. ;1.•itb tbe Netberlaodi!.. 

You <an e\'CU joio the club - lo Belgi1Jro. lhe couespol)-

built in the late 18th ocntu.cy on 
the ruini; o f an ancient ~astte. 
The ho1el 'v;1s u~d. ~s a pul<ie<: 
by llH: Ovkcs of·Burguudy and 
tb.:n by & npero r Ch.;1rles V, 
'fh-e hotel 11 0~· is the home of 
chc Jlelle''ue ~luseums. which 
<lre managed by the King 
Buudouin Fouod<1tion. 

The viiiiting. Belgian· 
Ameri.c1~oi; were given tin 
informative poosenta1ion <•bout 

' 1J1e ;·111cient 1oinll. ll1t history 
and 1naldngs. o( lhe dynasty. 

·Th<: \\•eleo1n1ng speec:lt ''':l$ 

thc Pcni111$U)a BclgiM Amcri1;;10 ~ing type o( club . ( lbc 
aub - if NOU fit the de~ripciOo \Vtil101de-\Vise-0nsi11 Clot>) W;\j; 
snd feel heroic enough to take ;i frtnted in the eruly 19~0s to 

' great \'Oyage throl1gh )'QUr pu.1lch the work ot i ii; 
nnccstr:.1.I roots. Once you gci co " 
Ote other side alJ your fear~ fall ~'' _ . . 
by tbe ""l";de. . I ' l , b " ' 11 l d Going bn~k to family ro<>1s jn ' . gre\v ttp i~ar1ng t e ''a OOl1 al1guage, an 
Belg~um is \\'h~t Che Peninsu.ln .tnjO}'ing some of the food CllStoms. NO\\' that. he 
Belgmn. Amenean Cl4b. b'!' is no longer here I Ir" to keep m'' heritage bocn doing since 1972. llu$ .. ' J '.J 
year marked the 30th iu1oi\:e:r: , ~live by ~·lsltlng Belgium, scrviJ1g as an officer 
sary of loyalty and commit: of the club, oommunicating '':'ith friends I h3ve 
1nent for th<: club mission lo • • B I • d · • h (' 
kec-p 1bc palh>A·ay alive for this m e g1um an ('Ootinwng my se:.-trc or 
generat ion and the next of Belgian ancestors 
Belginn-Ameri9'1ns an<Ji their 
BClgia11 cousins. Tlte club is 
centered in the Southern 01>or 
Count)' nre..1, h(!mc to . 1he A,mtrie.1ntousins.. .ln 1975, tbe 
larges! Bclginn seulement in \VQIJOon ''isiton; came to 
the United Slates. · · A1ncric:i for the firsl lime. A 

A s1n:tJI group of lklgi;in; · b'usband <1od \~'ife - Jacques 
A1ncricans lc(1 on June 12 to · Jacqmot, president. and 
"Keep in Tuuch." Stepping into ; J.Ucquclinc J:u.:qmot~ i;ccrc.'1.iry 
lhe old world of our ;tnCC$10p. - ,no""' le11d Hte \\'a.Uoon club. 

' \~·here relative$ Co\ll t>e · the "·for us, it is very special 10 
guich.~~ is :1 er:Hif)•iot e~peti · ' ~e tlnu :i.fler ~ 11l~Oy }'t.:l.rS 
~nc:'c nccord int to T<i1l'I Potier ; y'ou ~lill W:'llll 10 l:nO\\' o,vhere 
Davis. ""ho is i;c;.cre1 01ry/tn::;~s· • r.our anc<:sto~ c;une from. ancl 
urcr of the club. • . : 1ha1 you are still inltNSled io 

"On a perwnal level. ii's : co1n.ilif back 10 lhe 1>ld coun· 
important for me to s111y c;on· . try. Vte 11pprecbue 1h111 ':eiy 
nc1;tcd with my Delgi:in her; : n~9Ch," J~qrn()t to ld the 
itage IX:C\luse toy f:lthef was ' Anledcan \•1sl101s ch1dog the 
100 pereen1 Bel2ian.'' David ' tri(> !his )'e'ar. 
said. "X p,rtw up he:i.ting t1le · on· the second d:1y of die 
\Valloon Jangl!:t$C·, 1u1d enjoy· .trip, the. Belgi::in·,\n1eric~o 
i11g s0111e of tbe f1>od cus101)lS. grl)op :ind thclr hos1 fa1:nllles 
Now Lbitl ht is no longer be.re. werC jnvited to dinner al tbe 
I tJ\' h> kc.~p my·l1e ri1a.ge :llive King'~ P31ace in Brus$el$ :is 
by ~isicing Dclgiu1n, ser"iriS a~ gl!<:sts of the Kins Baudouin 
<in ()(tjcet of lhe club. conlmu- ,Foundation. Dinner \Y3$ held :ti 
ilic~tiog whh f1·ieods I !)ave in the Bellc\•uc Hotel which \V3S 

'- ·-· 

given by Buron Hennnn 
\.'ilnden Berg.be, prcsidcnl of 
the Baudouin Foundation. 
' 'The focus i$ in the 

$pirit of 1hcse pio· 
nccn; \\'ho sold their 

Jaod in OR:z-))Qicc:<iu as ~arly 
-'S 18~3 I() $<:Ute in \\ti:SCOllSin 
i:;funewherc: bet \\"Ci!n Ori:.en 
R:ly 211d S1oree1111 fl:1y;­
Ocrghe s;1jd, describing Lbc 
.g1>u.LS of the f1>1111d;11io11. Gre~ 
U1>ict<1u is lhc. ho1ne t:i ty or 
.wgioo \\•here lhe u.n~cslor.s of 
n1;1ny OQ<.>r Co11oty Belgi<los 
t.'<\1ne l'ro1)), 

Berthe adluiued lb;)t the . 
fouod.:1tion !1:id 3 $1()"' .st:·1.1.1 
(3f1cr being f(lunded in J997) 
11> cross 1J1e \\'aters a11d help 
keie1> f):reat ideas ali\-e io 1l1e 
United S1:1tc:1-. 1)1,11 n<>'v the 
fnun<l:itiQo i!S bl<.>SSoming :ind 
has a solid 1uisslot1 $1ate1ue111. 

"Our firs1 ol>jecti\'e is t<> 
\! ' "1 I ' _. ' 

enable roen and women of cal· 
en1 fron\ b<>•h sides. 1>! the 
Adao1ic 10 le3n1 fr<>ro their 
1 csl~cc1ivc u.xpc1icni:ciS lluough 
$tu<.!y lfips or lo11ger-cer1n 
exchaoaes." BeoiJ1e said, "'9y 
~1in1ula1ing, beuer 11oder$.l<iod-. 
jnj;: between tbe VnJ1cd St11tes 
:11'4 Europe, we bope ti> con­
ttibu1e 10 a s1rong 1rao11· 
Atl::iotic allitut<:e, which will 
have the c.~p:'lcity 10 ··~1 .. une its 
speclal responslbilhy in milk· 
iilt 1he y,·odd a safer \Ind better 
r Jace. 

'"lbc second objccli\'C in lhe 
U.S. is 10 r:icU.itate l.l'~ns· 
AtlallliC pbila11tbropy. We 
enable U.S.·b<'sed ind1vidullls 
10 suppo_rt peopJe ttl\d cau.ses 
1hrous,b1>01 l!urope by support· 
ing An1eri¢3.l:'IS '\"bl> choose to 
s111<1y jn Belg.i'urn: or assisl 
.:Bclgi;io 11n4 Arocrie1111 eotre· 
prcoC1.1rs i11 their :1upport of 
<:uln1ral ()r heri111gc p1ojcc::1:1," 
he conchidcd. 

Looki.n$ b>'li:k ov(:r 30 )'e.irs 
of 31'.: ljvii,cs 10 bring together 
1be people of OJd \V0rld ;rnd 
Ne\\' %rid Bel~iom is ;i mat­
ter f>f. pride for 1'I:1JTy C1ti1udoir 
Jr.. Ilic prc:iident of 'the 
Penit1su1a Belgian American 
Club. Chaudoir is among a 
h:n1dfu1 of Amo:ri<aln$ who 
ha\·e. been '-njghted by Belgi~o 
kings for their W(>l'klng J11 oeJe­
br:i1iilg thC 1wo cullute.~. 

"I rai.o;e 1ny e)'i!S upoo (1he 
B:1Ud<)l1in} fow1d;11i1>n 11$ a pc;·1.1 
fun11e for 1be l'e1)ins11~ BeJgi.'lD• 
M1c1ican Club.'' Ch:.lOOOir sll)d. 
"We 1nu~1 keep ll'IJS C()Jl11ecti<1n 
sliv~ so Lh:11 the roocs af (>l!r \'el:)' 
foundadon, and out' :u)ecs.iots 
'"ho spoke ·the n.3tivc lnl)guage \ 
o f Walloon. will oe\'~t be fOfS(I(· 
ten." 

Atary CliattdQir It 1l1e d(J1tth· 
rer o_( Afr. a111l !tfri•. Hltrry 
Cfta11d()lr Jr. dnJ a "'"-"'btr ()j 
rlit• Pe11l11.~1tla Belgla11-
A111erica11 C/11b. 

( •. '· . . ..... :\;, )'l.. 


