
Dyckesville's name, early growth 
was prompted by Belgian settler 

The following is from an ar­
ticle in the Green Bay AdLo· 
cate, r..1nrch n, 1858: 

"Dycke ville-where is Dy­
cke ville? WP wi ll tell you. 
About 18 mile down the bay. 
on th ea ·t shore. ju t north 
of Whitney '" Bluff. is the 
commencement of a mall 
town named after Louis Van 
Dycke. an enterpri ing and 
intelligent Belgian, who has 
a store there and w b lieve 
is th principal of th place. 
Be ide the _tor and a con-
i de ra bl number of 

dw llin hou e . there are 
two tav rn in the vicinity. 
Eastward from the villag1> 
about three mile . i a ttle· 
m n t of om 250 B l ian 
famili where th y have a 
chu~ h. hop . tc. prepara­
t 1on a making to put up a 
chool hou in D 'Ck vill 

m th prin ... 

Throughout this year 
of Wisconsin's Sesqui­
centenmal 
celebration, 
thePress­
Gazette 
will 
publish a 
series of 
stories on 

• 

local history. This fea­
ture, prepared with the 
assistance of the Brown 
County Historical Soci­
ety. will appear on Mon­
days. 

(The remains of this dock 
still can be seen from Bar· 
rett Dock Road.) He was ap-
pointed postmaster of the 
community, named in his 
honor. anrl served as town 
treasurer of 10 years. 

On May 11, 1857, Van 
Dycke married Octavia 
Cesar. This marriage result­
ed in six children: Erma, 
who married Dr. H.M. Beck; 
Emile C.; Constance F.; Alice 
C .. who married Charles A. 
Straubel, and Louis Paul. 

In 1863 St Louis Church 
wa erected on land donated 
by the Van Dyckes. The 
name of the church was cho­
sen in recognition of Van 
Dycke's generosity. In 1868 
he old half the interest in 
the Red River Lumber Co. 
th awmill and 38 acre for 

6.000 to Charles Scofield. 
Later John Leathern bought 
the oth r half interest. 

In 1868. the Van Dycke 
familv mov d to Gr n Bay 
vher th y built a lar 
ton hou nt th corn r of 

Doty nd Adams tr et . 
Th 1v lat r built a 31 2·stor · 
hou at O . dam St. 
compl t ' llh 
qum t Th hou \ ntu-

11 ll r1 tim to th butJd-
r in, of th Don A. Till m n 
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St. Louis Church was build in Dyckesville in 1863 on 
land donated by the Van Dycke family. The church was 
named St. Louis in recognition of Louis Van Dycke's 
generosity to the community. 
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