
The·ttnal days: St. Francis de Paul 
Church members Norbert John­
son, left, and Don Spude, right, 
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visit with the Rev. Richard Mauthe 
outside the church. The church will 
close after Mass Sunday. 

Duvall church closing 
brings a sense of loss 
By Mary Colurso 
Press ·Gazette 

As a boy, NorbPrt Johnson had no trou­
ble shaking the sleep from his eyes when 
he walkl.Ad to M a!'i. each weekend. 

All around him, the Duvall country idc 
ketnPcl with m•ighbor~ dres ed m their fin­
"Ht, making cletl'rmmt1d strides to St. Fran· 
C'is de Paul Catholic Church. 

Johnson, now 65, hns seen footpower 
give wny to nutomobi lcs. 

But he still tukes a good, hard look 
when his fellow parishioners cross thP 
threbhold of l 0'1 Rocky Road nn unflf,· 
8uming 'v\hitc building neor the intersec 

t1on of Kewaunee's County Line Road. 
,Johnson wil1 witne~ this seen<> for tlw 

la t time at 9:15 a.m. Sund2y, Just before a 
clo mg erv1ce for St. ~~ranc1~ Church. 

Hi · pur1sh is one of several thut will ei­
ther dissolv~r merge with other pnri he · 
in the Grecn~v Catholic Diocc~t•. 

The reason .for St. Francis' shutdown: 
Too many churches in an area with too 
few priest . 

"'I'his i. simply a Jogitrll conclu~ion to 
nn inevitable process,'' say~ the Rrv. Hich· 
nrd Mauthe, pa~tor of St. Francis and 1t 
sister churrh, St. Louis in Dycke ville. 
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D Parish 
• "Mo. t people in our congregn­

t)On realizPd it in their heart a 
lpng tim(\ before th is." 
• The larg~r St. Louis Church is 

just n few mile. away from Duvall . 
ds are St. ,Joseph Church, Champi­
on: t. Hubert Church, Rosiere; St. 
Petl'r Church, Lincoln; and St. 
Odi le Church, Thiry Daems. 

1 All'lo, tho St. ~"'rancis congrega­
tion is small about 70 people, 
many of whom are senior ritizen . 
':We lose foul' or five families every 
xear, 11 Johnson sayi;. " If we'n1 
l'Ucky, we gain one or two.'' 

Moreover, the faithful few wor­
hip in u building thnt needs ex-
~emuve repairs a new roof, fur-
nace and ('himney, for starters. 

The 82-yenr-old structure lacks 
tunning water and bathrooms. Its 
ba ement in vitably floods during . . 
spring ram ~. 

Add to thi8 more intangible diffi­
~ulties. such a recruiting young 
helpers for s rvice . 

"It's b(.len hnrd for u to get altar 
&>ys, so we were just about to look 
fto having altar girl ," says Don 
:a>ude, 54, pre idt•nt of the parish 
(jQUncil. "We don't have to worry 
about that anymore." 

Members voted Jan. 19 to clo. c 
the church. aftcl' meeting with di­
OCl' 'C officials und di cussions 
with repre~entntives from nearby 
puri hett. 

Their decbtion affect 12 
churche in Brown. Door and 
Kewnune • countie . as all are paJ't 
of n "cJu. ter ~tudy" commissioned 
by the dioct~se. 

'I'en uch clusters huve been 
formed to tudy Cntholic re. ourct•s 
(money, huildmgs, personnel) tn 

variou locnl<'~ and make t' 1com­
mendntion:-; for chunge to Bishop 
Robert Bnnk~. 

Bank& then approves or disap­
prove each group's ugge&tion .. 
For example, he recently agreed to 
the St. Francis closing, as well as 
the mcrgi ng of two parishes in 
Langlade and White Lake in Lnng· 
lade County. 

Although each study addres e' 
dHferent conditions and problems, 
oll hav b en spurred by a prie t 
hortag . ny ' Morn,ignor Paul 
Ko~zar •k. vicar of administration 
f'Gr the d1oce ·c. 
: ln "the Belgian Penmsula," as 
J~hn:on call the t. Francis area. 
the numb r of clergy ha" declined 
tt:om ~v n to tour. 

For this nnd other rea. on , t. 
Odile in Th1rv Daems al o ha vot· 

I • 

eCl to clo ·e Koszarek t\ays. t. 
Marv Church in Namur i. contem­
ptntmg n merger with one or two 
othtH' parishe8. 

Mnuthe bl'licvcs that, in the fu -

Green lay Cathollc 
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ture, parishes stretching from St. 
Francis Xavier Church in Brussels 
to Holy Cross Church in Bay Set­
tlement will meld into one large 
parish, with a common house of 
worship. 

"It should have a new name, so 
everybody will be starting on the 
same plane/' he says. "Bells from 
the bell towers could be combined 

, o when they peal, they call all 
people." 

Yet if Ma uthe's prediction 
comes true, he expects some stead­
fn. t opposition. 

"People around here all go to 
Green Bay for Ahopping; I see half 
of my parish when l go to Copps or 
Cub Food ,·· he ays. ''But if you 
ask them to drive three miles for 
l\.1a s. it's a hardship." 

The majority of t. Francis' 
members have grappled with that 
mindset and overcome it, Johnson 
snvs. However, a few remain bitter 
about their church's demiso. 

"Anyone who says he's not go­
ing to miss it is crazy or ha no 
foelingcs:' Johnson say . "But you 
can't get angry. It'~ dista ·teful, but 
the way things have to be." 

To keep their minds busy in a 
timl~ of "orrow, nctiv~ pnrishioners 
are focm,ing on preparation for 
~ undav·~ Ma s and u reception to 
follow ·on the church grounds. 

Eventually, the building' ~ con­
tents will have to be di~p rsed: 
clnimt:d by the dioct1~e. return d lo 
fumilie who donated them or sold 
at auction, Mauthe says. Then the 
church itself will be solrl. 

t. Franci ' cornerstone already 
has be n removed, and will be inte­
grated into a concrete marker for 
the parish cemetery, about a mile 
distant. 

Parishioners still may be buried 
there. though the graveyard will 
be upervised by St. Louis Church. 

If such detail seem depressing 
to outsiders. they may provide 
needed comfort to those mourning 
the end of a beloved institution. 

"When a church close , it's like 
a death in th famil ,'' Mauthe 
ay&. "We go through all of the 

u. uu] grieving stages - denial to 
acceptance. 

"That's why having a final Mas 
i important, p ychologically and 
piritually. It'" like putting a body 

into the clay - it brings n nse of 
closure." 


