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person and he passed you on 
the left that meant good luck. If 

· you broke a dish, you were in 
for bad news. We were never 
allowed to sing or hum at the "'." 

~rs. Ed (.Josie) Waulle&, i the deities while in battle. ll themselves as ·. Welsh to table either, arid now I know 
;\lgoma, was the speaker at a also frightened · the ·enemy Americans. This- Celtic ''W'·' why. It was surely a signal for 
recent mother-daughler breakfast when they greased their long became a ''G'' in later French, bad news. · ; . 
a& B~ussels. Her subject was hair and made it stand on end. so Wal) is an ea·rlier fo11n of · The moon signs were very 
~1:~~:'"'1-riie ~;:n~::.!f,J' in'h! . The womer_i attained a yery Gall which is easily recognized important to these peoJjle, too. 
request for copies. So that more high place 1n their society, as Gaul. As Caesar said, "They They believed that any project 1 

IU'eB persons can share It, Mrs. equal to the men. They retain- are called 'celti' .in their own started under a .new moon 
· Walitlet's iatk is reproduced here ed the right to their own language and 'GaW_i' in ours." would progress, and persons 

much in Its original form. property even after marriage. . • The Walloons then are basical- born during the first quarter 
. • • . • Sometimes they fought beside ly Celtic Belgae mixed with would be strong a,id active ahd 

by iJOSIE WAUTLET their men in battle. They were Roman colonfsts •. with some crops planted at that time 
Even today, in ·ancient Cor- vain, as the Qlen also were. Gex•ittan infusion. would grow fa~t. Some people 

· nwall in the British Islands, a 'They painted their faces with ...; In th.e southwest area, the today still watch the m.oon for 
Huge fire is lit at the changing berry juice and wore bracelets ··: Frahks conquered but ~ere planting signs. Does the moon 
of. the seasons in spring. d ·1 b h Th bl" t t · t th · really have an effect on the 
Bunches Of herbs are thro·wn an st ver rooc es. e men @ una e o ex er1111na e e growth of pl'"'nts?. Who a.m 1 to 

· wore long cloaks in vivid -'O Gauls, so that area which is "' 
into the fire, and the ancient I Th h d h d · F t d d l ""'d h · say? .I' .. . d t th God co ors. ey a an xrurrors . ranee o ay eve 0.11... t et,r . A. sneeze before breakf.ast· 
prayer ts ma ti. o e s · ·: such as we have today. The language which is a mixture of 
M'ay the good seeds prosper men wore trousers, which Latin with Gaulic and meant ~ good news and you· 
and grow, and may the bad surprised the Romans who had Frankish. would have a visitor if you saw 
seeds all perish in the fire. never seen them. The Franks were unable to a wliite horse. My dear old 
Then fires begin to flicker from · The ~ Celts crossed the conquer the central more easi~ mother always expected com­
other hilltops as other villages· Englis~r channel and spread Jy defended part of Belgae or pany if two forks or knives 
do the same. Soon many fires and settled gradually over . 'Wtllonie. This part retained its were set at one place at th.e 
glow _across the countryside. most of Europe,, even going as Gallo Roman language mostly table. · . 

Has this custom ever been far as Spain with tribes exten- as it was. This is the Walloon a The book states· that it was 
observed in your lifetome? I ding to northern Italy and East we still have today. , believed that thpse bQrn Good . 
can remember when I was a to the Balkan Mountains. It French and Walloon is no Friday would have power to' 

. child some 60 years ago, that . was about 400 y.ears before doubt caught up in the same ~eal. through blessing. In ~y' 
myfatheronthefirstSundayin· Christ that the Celts invaded phonetic drifts. Walloon is no lifetime, I rememb~r certain· 
Lent always carried forkfulsof . and populated Europe. It broken down French but in its . people who were said to have 
dry ' straw into the (ront yard always baffles me as to why classic fol tn it is just as old and this power--tind som~ people 
and set them afire as soon as some people find it so difficult valid a dialect as the court went to . them especially foll' 
twilight came. Soon the tobelievetheBiblicalstoriesof language ol. French . kings, sue~ th~gs, as t~thache. My 
neighbors too had their little . Jesus Christ when we know and almost always being as close to family didn. t do this, however. 
fires going. I never knew the believe the stories of the the basic Latin and often I was surpri~ed to read that for 

. significance of this practice, Roman conquests, which closer. ' sprai~stheyi:advisedsoakingin 
but it did intrigue me e_ven happened in the same era of In Belgium there are actual- a mixture ~f manure and 
then. I knew that it seemed to lime., ly five main dialects. There.is water. 1Ug~k! !. Perhaps_ the 
have some religious The1 Roman Empire was West Walloon Central Walloon smell ane~tnetized the pain. 
significance,-but the p'ractice spreading into far flung places and East oon and then Some signs ~e watched_ for 
faded .away vel"y early in my when Christ was born. It was in there is Picard hich is spoken were also m~ntio~~ as anci~nt 

1 life and I never really gave it the year 52 before Christ that in the extreme orthwestern and of _Celtic o~gins. For. in­
much thought. Now I find that . the great bat~le by the Romans section ofBelgiu It is like the stance if the ch1cke_ns ran into 
we are , descendents of the to take Belgium was fought. French spoken i . Picardy in . th~ hen hoµse when. it started !O 
ancient Celts who were the . The deciding battle took place France.· Also, e extreme rain, "YOU knew. th~t the .ram 
ori~nators of the ritual. at Namur in that year. This. lower part . entral Walloonie wou~a last, but if .they stayed 

The <?~l~ 9r Kelts, both was after seven years of has anot r patois. It is called outside, you knew it wouldo~.ly 
protlunctations 3 re correct, fighting, from 58 to 52 B.C. Gamai nd is the same as the be a short show.er. . '·• 
Iivetl in the lan.d of King Arthur After the Roman legions of Fren . of Rheims. The If the ~unset •.s ~· my_ old . 
and Merlin the wizard. It is the Caesar had conquered a region national language for all legal father still says it will be windy 
land of the stone circles, celtic it was necessary to leave matters and government work on the morr~w. And Grand1 
crosses and druids and sacred soldiers and guards behind to is French, however. But it is fathe_I' somet1m_es remarked 
trees. - ·· protect their new conquests, . interesting to note that each . that it woul~, rain be~a:use h~. 

The Celts \\'.er~ a group of and so it was in Belgium, too. area is interested in preserving had seen. the arbe de al)Pam. 
rela'ted tribes who lived in the The language of the Romans their parental language. They He regarded the shapes of 
most northern provinces of the was L;:ltin of course, and· with - are a proud people and do not clo~ds as they came over the 
British Islands including time it became mixed with the like to mix with others of hor1z.on. Ifth~ybranchedoutin 
lreland an~ Scotland. They GaulicorCelticlanguageofthe different backgrounds; so !;eelike fashion, ~ha~. was the 
gave rise ,to the first civiliza' conquered. This became the perhaps this goes b.tck to their Tr.ee of Abraham. . I don't 
tion north of the Alps a'bout 800 Walloon,tanguage'of the people having been overrun by . ~ow whe~e.all these si~ns and 
years before Christ. The Celts of Wallonie. This continuird for neighboring countries so many signals originated, bqt I kno_w 
were energetic and very inven- five centuries until. the fall of times in their past. ·Belgium that so!'le of the older people_ in 
tive. ' · · the Roman empire in 476 A. D. has never in all its history my childh~ days were quite 

They were the first to use and for us is still the language decla.red war on any nation, ,; s u Pers t 1 t i_o u_s · . Even 
iron for tools and weapons. The we call Walloon. and yet she has frequently. h.ad Hall~ween with its witches and . 
Celts introduced soap to About the yar 600, the to fight to survive. gob~ns are- a call back to those 
Greece and Rome. They in- Teutonic Franks who lived to Another area that interested ancient days. _So~e of the 
vented chain ax 111orsuch as the the East o.f w pllonie tri~ to me was their magico religious customs change a li~le, but the 
knights of old wore. They were take over that area. They were beliefs. .Many of these still folklore seems to live on to a 
the first to shoe.borses and they able to conquer the northern linger in disguised fo1·111 bUt deg~. . . . , 
made the first handsaws, area of Belgitim which was flat some of them become a little The- an~ient Celts believed 
chisels, files and other tools and difficult to defend. Here · obvious after a little thought. t , that certa~ trees were sac~d·. 
which we .still use today. They they were able to exte1111inate remember when I was a child For som.e it was th~ ancient 
forged iron into rims for their the Gallic tribes and so and someone made a face at : oaks and for others it was th~ 
wJteels and set the gauge for FrantOsh became the language another' we would say, '(If the old Linde!' tre.es. T~ey believed 
our railroad tracks, 41,;• 81,;". there. Thi~ is the language we bell would ring when you are that Druids lived m trees .and 
1his was the 1span of their eall Flemish. According tp the doing that, your face would ~t ~ere .were other little 
chariot wheels. (All of this book ''Chateau Gerard" by stay like that fore.ver." I ran fair.yli~~ pe~ple and dwarfs 
infonl)ation is ·f~ Natio.nal Harry Holbert Tumey High across this same idea in the . that lived ~ the. forests. I 
Geographic Maganne.) They then the Flemings are not book about the village of suppose ~t 1s where the ?ld 1 

·pioneered the iron plowshare, descended from the Belgae. So Chateau Gerard. Tb.e~; !they tales ?f. witches and_ goblins 
the rotary O~x ulill and a obviously·, the Flemish, fine . said if the bells of St. :EJubert and fames and b.rown~i::s came 

-wheeled barvester 2,000 years . peopletliougb they be, are only would ring ... St. Hubert was a from. They believed 1n four , 
before Cyrus McCo1111ick. politically and legally Belgian saint, patron of leaf cloye~ fo~ good luck, and 

· The Celts were also qaJled Belgians, butnotinthesenseof hunters, ~lways pictured with that a nngmg in YOUf rightear 
the Galli. Remember Paul's Caesar. The bulk of ~e fathers his hunting dogs which are the ~eant that someone-~as ta_lk- ~ 
l_Ftter to the Galatians? They of the Walloons by .contrast, ancestors or .the .American . ~about you but s~ymg ruce 
were Gauls . also and lived in , were men who S81f Caesar and bloodhounds of today. . things. li, ho~ever, 1t w~s the I 
Asia Minor. The Greeks called ., whom the conquerer called I remember, too, that if you left · ~ar, then it was unfriendly r 

•the Celts Klltoi, the Ge1 n•ans Belgae and whose areas are as got up in a bad mood someone . gossip. . 1 

said Kelton, the Romans said specifically Belgae'' as the wo.uld jest, ''You must have U m~w. fell on mud 1t rne~t 
Galli, and 

0

the French softened modem Welsh are Csesar's forgotten to look at your belly ~st WJ~tn three days, abdif1t 
it to Celq. But this was later. Britons. To be more specific, button." Well, to my surprise, rained m a newly d~ .gxave . 

The. Celts were . known to be these people are descended there it was. It was considered there woWd be another death I 
vecy, fierce fighters.11>ey rode from the Belgic tribe who are U.St you would surely have a shortly. · 
horse drawn c_harlots mto bat· ~!mentioned in the Gallic Wan. quai xel if you forgot that li E~ougb of such tales, but I 
ti~. and .earned spears and ., Tb e w a I loo D s ca 11 morning oblation. . . It .brought manr others to 
shif elif~' highblydsdecoSoratedti;!th . themselves Wall~. This wall U you saw a spider 1n th m thdethim.emolnt es ~!,thd ': 

· anc w ea · me es ~liable suggests Wales or mo ming, YoU could expect . o re~ s. . wow. 
th~y fought naked, ~lieving · Welsh, indeed educated news before the day was ov. . mteresting to compile a list of , 
this gave them protection from Walloons ofte~ refer te , But if you . saw a bUJPP ..back them. · 

• 


