by PAM HAY

KEWAUNEE — If you've ever
wondersd if one of your Belgian
ancestors served in the Ameriran
Civil' War, you may be able 10 find
out thanks to John Mertens of Ke
watnee who recently completed
writing a book on Beigians in the
wWar

“The Secuomd Battle, A Story of
Our Belgtan Ancestors in the Amer-
iwan Civil War 1861-1085 ' is being
| primed ot Algoms Prnting and
should be ready for sale the first
| part of February

“The book i 2l about Belglans
in northeas!t Wisconsin  Mertons
said. “Those that were drafied in
the Army and those who volun
leered ' .

The book begins by telling how
the Belgians imnugrated to north
casl Wisconsin dlinng the 1856
and what work Bad 10 be done W0
)' pettie the area

Mertens then relates what
Belgians were either drafted or vol-
upteered for Lthe war, what! ooy
panies and regiments they entered
and descmibes what  battles they

tought in

“1 did 2 tremendous amount of

restgrehl 1o place the men (o the
right place™al the nghl time.  he
sund

Mertens follows the Belpan ol

regiment . history (0 show
whal were doing. It was very
After tolbhows
the men and
relis when
“the relaung
what were affecied
by this event
Mertens, been
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'Book tells Belgians’ war
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AUTHOR John Mertens
Kéwaunee, 15 shown explamng
what s book, "The Second ,
tle. A Story of Oyr Belgian A
castors i the Amencan Civi

War 1861-1865" 15 abowt
The photograph hanging be

Over 30 Belglans from northesst
Wisconsin served i the Civil War,

story
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L hind wm 15 of his great-grand:
father. Felix Englebert, who fived

W Door County durning the war
years. Mertens ntevest in s

"~ Belgian ancestors promped him |

10 wnite he bDook
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e mothets [amily who
Door County hﬂw
He began arching s
twough newspgper
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Belgians . ..

the Belgian collection at UWGB
Duning this tume he ran across
. stones on Belgians serving in the
war and others relating how some
protested the draft
Al first he wanted to write about
all the Belgians who mtgd in
northeast Wisconsin, but realized it
was too general of a subject and
imtead focused on those who
fought in the Civil War
This book s Mertens first big
writing project.  Future plans in-
clude writing a paper which he will
give to UWGB, about brothers
xvm and Constant Martin. two
Igian political leaders in the area
who had much influence on Belgian
unmgrants

Xavier wrote an articke in the

around $20. he said
Mertens said he



