
D OCUMENTS 

A Landmark Decision 
The residt!J'IJ: .~ speal' Fl'encl'r ~1~ith il 

W«1lloon .dialect. Tbe,y li.v.e ir.i brJck 
far..mhouses wh11· wo0den •irnrn s« a.11L 
i:biuken .. boOJtc:ll . ... an.d r_egula ri)' tit rend 
Cadrn/ir cbucrcbes. Th~ firs 1 week of 
ever r ful•y, tbe}' cel ebTate " 8 e/g ftJll 
f)11Y'>." For almost 11 l!entmy und·a ./111!{, 
1lii:)' '/Jri ve been 01ie. oj nortlte11 stctn 
'vV1sc1>11sin's cuh.uml trs.asutes. 

And a ye111: and 11 half ugo Lh•ey 
be-0ame a 11tJt.f0naJ' tnwsrn:e as we.11. On 

'.O c~cem'he.r L4 . iSi90'. :V.n. .. hc;;dl $tot.es 
Sr,1cnwmi of die fa~e.rror Mnnuel t11jim 
a,ppmved 1Htl Nan;illr JJ'e:t,~w·i ·A 111tult(IJI 

l-f is w i ica l D~s./:Ji<;i in .soritll etm Door 
Co11r11y tis 11 nation:11l !11ndriwr/;. . In 
un ni~ unc:ing the deciswn, ·Jiiswrwn 
·/am1:.·.s Chm·lewn of ihe Nt1tio1wl !'ark. 
Servica •Cal.led the. Namur s1te · tJ1a first 
ii11d rJ11J>" Belgltm~Am11rica11 Dis tricl w 
'Urn ·Um t. ed Sune.s. seieaerl1 for lhe 
N11/,ifJ.11'd /'. L(1.ri,'C/J1wr.1<. Pro.gram' dt7d: itl:~o 
<-imt r1f. ,q i'ela.fi.\i'ely fe,w bi.~tbtic dJsl ricl::l! 
iii II rlif~1l 1.1i·1l tl. •• • 

''I'Jre Landmm:k llic ltrdes '{tJny 
'/acmst.e(l cls, NVO' ce1me<ten e,s, arrd a 
c1111rch. /,1 st.reiclies from the li<1mle! of 
Nc1mur in the Tewn of U1li<m tln i:c 
miles 11or1h m thiJ To~'11 of Namur ft is 
Une 0{ fewer lht/D lWO t/; 011.rnnrf 
Nalionpl Landi1~iuks in the US 

Tire Nt1tiorwH.andniatk. nomi11c1110 11 
.was lmsr&d on· an etrrli'l?r J101nin111 iml m 
ol:/11; Nati rJ1·1·(11' Regiswr 0[ Histo1'ic Pl1wes~ 
writt.an by f.'rofesser JiViillnm 'l-1. Tisbler, 
IJ,n/1<asj./y of Wi~consm··Madison. 1tlw 
l~/Jgi,~fr;r non#i;ltlt,:fon wt!ls base(/, i ll t tJ.ftl, 

on Liw res.u Its of a n i 11 1;-1 '' wrl .~ hi l1 
recon'h<1i:>.~ance St1n'ey urrdcrw l<i!li />y 
Tishler and Erik Btrnildson. a UW 
colleague. ~long wjt lJ Robel! F/ort;.11cc 
and Wi lliam Cl1au·do.u ·o f the Door 
Co.umy Ptannin.g :Oepartrrumt 

tfhe first .l!XCe:q:tt$ prinr.ed bGlnw 17-ff'I 

Jro.m t;/l'i! ld1ufa?(l'rk ri01,lliliMiun (oJ·ni .. 
They are iollo"vw~d by e..>-;ce1'{ft~ (tiJni 1 lw 
Regis tar ·rwminaticm, 

~La ~"l'.en.ce Mcil:L7drew,~ 

"«D1Jor Coua.ty Ad:vrJcatc, 
Oecemb.l:! r 191 1990. 

Belgian Settlement 

in Door County 
Gains National Re-cognition 

-.. ---.. 
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Women in the Belgian Scttleme11ts of Nhi:theast Wisco~1sin worked outs·ide on 
washday w hen. Lhe weather was agreeable. Soft water was supplied by the win 
liar.rel {on the ciglit). 

T he Namur Hister'icaJ District 
epi tom 1.~ es the Bel gian­
A m.e ti ca. n a·g r L·culturaJ 

se;ttJei;ne:nt i\il'C~ or no r,~ heaste+n 
Wls·cons:in, which is the n:ati-oU:s 
la:rges t· rural set t!'cm.e11H o i che 
nationality. Herc "New Belgium 
took on the foreign look of Old 
Belgitnn. "1 

Til.e 111.0:sc ii1mH::dia liely m.a~1i- fest 
evlo.en«:f.· of the Belgi~m p,res- euce 
, . . is the :a rea's Vl~tnacular 
ardlitecture· ... Traditio~:al 
Wali0on villag_c and ai;ricultural 
setdem•e nt pat~crns, with a 
cl:turnb an.d r.elated re.I i.giO llS 
Feat.1.1-res as thci r, n utlei, :we.re 
tta.nsplanted to W~sconsLll. 
IJist:inctiv~ m asonr y bui lding 

t facli ti 011 s of B.elgi nm were re ­
tained and achrpted, while a large 
c.o ncen u:arto,n .of lo:g l l,(1.ildi 11gs 
ref I e c t $ L Iii e a• d.a p tat i <) n o f 
Amerlc:a n pi·0:n_etH bu~ldiag: 
m·ate rial s an d m e Lhcxls. [Th e 
dis trict dis plays! an architecmrnJ 
expression that is- exceptional in 
rhe rum! Americ.an}andscape. 

History,---------
111 ·1·853, tbe initial contingf!nt of 
B'elgirtn immigrants came to 
Wisconsin. T his group of e i,ght> 
.French-speaking Wa.Uoon Jamili.es 
fre rn Sn~bant P-rovinc~ Se:ttle~l ln 
what was then vii:tual!y a wilder­
ness in Brown C()umy. 



Subsequently, thOu!>ands of 
Belgian immigrants, prim.1rily Crom 
Brabant and Namur Pro- vinces, 
came tC> the arc.1 and the Walloon 
co lony s pread into neighboring 
Kcwaw1ee and Door Cowuies. By 
l &60, the State's Belgian immigrants 
numbered nearly 5,000.l 

Most Belgian immigr:rn ts bad 
farmed in their homela nd , and 
they brought thei r proven agrarian 
ski lls with them. In time, dusters 
of comm ercia l, re ligious, and 
educational activit ies evolved into 
communities t h at se rved the 
surrounding agricu lmra.l economy .. 
By t he t urn .of the c:e 1.1ttlry1 the 
Door County han1 lct of Na1nru, 
.1.1ear the northern edge o( Lhc 1ruin 

Belghm-A111 e1·1ca11 settlement zone, 
typical of rhcsc commu· nities, 
couwincd an enclave of residences, 
a public school, a genera l store and 
saloon, a post office, imd ;1 church 
and parochial school. 

Agricul wre, as the cst'1blished 
enterprise for the a rea, empha­
sized grain production, ·with some 
fruits and veg!!tablcs g row11 £or 
hom e consumption. Over time, a 
more diversified system of [Mm­
ing evolved that speciali zed in 

dairying. The fa rms averaged 
about JOO acres in size.l 

T oday, this activity remains 
the iirimary li velihood fo r t he 
aistrict's Bclgian -Ame1ican popu­
lation. Following a trend through ­
out rura] Arnerica 1 fanning ha!> 
declined somewha t in recent 
ye-.irs, but the distric t ha s ex­
perienced -rclati\'ely little intrusive 
s ubdivision or roadsi de strip 
commercial development an J 
remains a remarkably attractive •mtl 
unspoiled agriculturnl 1and-scape. 

Wfth timber abundant in lhc 
area, the .ubiquitous log cabin was 
:the fi,rst sbelte r built by many 
Belgj;an tlrnnigtams."· SiJ'Jice brick 
and stone w ere the commo11 
building materials in their native 
Belgium, log canst.ruction was ;1 

new skiU for mosr Belgian settlers. 
Thus, their log structures rypic;tlly 
lacked the skilled refinements and 
tight joinery found among ethn.ic 
groups who came to Americ.;a from 
a '\v0odbuilding tradition . 

Late in 1871 , cbc great Pcshrigo 
fire swept t hrough muc::b of the 
senlemenr. This conflagration 
desrroyed many wood buildings 
and devasta ted the loca l timber 

Cour:l'n· Aun Rl'SE41ciJ Cznu.r. Uru1·ct.sll~- of ll'is.c:oru.m·Gr.:11n /I.iv 

Buildings of the James Bautlhuin farmstead c.an still be sec.non Highway "57, 
facing soulh. Tbe house wa!> buiJt in l880 with limestone quarried on the farm. 
T he s lOne . ui:nmcr kitchen ;iud 11w1c.hed outdoo.r bake oven are the ;uea's best 
exam ples of these characteris tic.: Bdgi:m features. 

supply. Many residents had to 
rebuild. Also, in time, even those 
whose dwellings survived the fire 
outgrew their small initial shelters 
and erected more spacious homes. 

Whil e these n ew buildi n gs 
S\'.imct i mes incorporated Jog or 
frame constJ.'UcrJ on, many of t h'e 
new dwellings were built of red 
brick produced at area brickya.rds 
aml on some local fanns. These 
s t ructu res, like the s tone houses 
also builr by Belgian settlers in the 
region, reflected a preference for 
the 111.asonry building tradition oi 
~h e ir Elli;op ea n h om eland. Such 
l ~>g s.tr,uttl1.tcs as st1 rviv~d were 
uhcn cuv·e red witb clapboard 
s hcatbiug or a veneer 0£ brick 
when their owners achieved some 
111 ensure of -prosperity. 

Architecture --- ----
Wi rh both indigenous lime­

sronc and brick-making clays 
av:ii1ablc in abundance, Belgian 
se ttl ers turn ed readil y c·o rradi­
t ional ma so nry con suuction. 
Irregu lar blocks of stone, quarried 
from stratified limestone swface 
deposits, were typically laid up in 
a generous bed of lime monar to 
build handsome, enduring houses. 
Genera ll y square, or nearly square 
in plan, their moderately pitched 
gti b.l e rnofs were frame with 
unhe wra cedar 1·illt ers nailed t0 

sq rn1te-l:icwn till:ibet plates. 
P.1 001· ·pJans and r o om a1·­

rnngcmencs va.Ji ed and can be 
classified into tbree types: th e 
squnre house plan, the gable wall 
cnt rnncc rcctangufor house plan, 
anr.J the axial wall en.trnnce rec­
t~ingul:ir h ousc. pl.an. 

The gray to light-ran-colored 
t hick rubble walls frequently 
incorporated irregular s tone 
quoins at the comers. While little 
orn:1mentation was used, there is 
ev idence that som e house's h'1.d 
ex terior wall s that were given a 
thin surface coating of calcimine 
th:n has neatly disappeared over 
cimc. 

Red brick re:mains the most 
distinctive and characteristic 
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bui.lding material o f Wiscons~n 's 
Belg lan•-Am el'i cans ~11d is f0und 
threugbO(lt the distric t_. 1\ilost" o:f 
the large brick manufac ture£S in or 
near the area began operating in 
the l MOs,;; although some liriiirec1 
product.io n of briek o-c.cur.:red 
ear.Lie r on kical. f a1·01.s . Thl$ date 
iieady .eoin.cides with the start. 0I 
the i'eg io n ' !ii b·11"ick b ous.~ con­
st.tuctio1~ period. 

The s im~;le, well'-p.roportioned 
traditfona l lnick houses of the 
area gcncrn Uy conform to a rec­
tangular, 1-1/2.-oswry. gable ro.ot 
fo.l'ttl . Thel.r -8 11-thic;;k wills ar.e 
fashioni.:!d of str.ertbet~ with, many 
~\V-elllngl) having headers about 
~V<!tY six t h cours e. Sam.~ suuc­
t ures i nco rpo·ra tc an underly ing 
suuctvre of logs covernd with a 
single layer c,) f s rre rch~r cou rse 
bii cks-an un usua:J .form of con­
srrnc ti . .eB .rar.ely found e'lsey,rhere 
in Ame.rica.'i 

While .f.Jont plans v.;-1.Iy, inmy 
c0nfon11 t0 ~ "4 a.ncl 2." floqr plan, 
ccms-l;st iug of fou r s1nalJ :ro.oms 
along one -;1.Xial wall and two large 
.rooms along the ether, with one of 

the bmct· t1scJ its th~ living room 
and the other as ;1 kitchen /dining 
area. 

J'v1auy incJHpo rare a " bu i1 's­
eye" window just under the ro0£ 
peak tm tb e gabk .faeLng the road. 
S·oli1e hlH1 se~ wei·e also adorne_d 
wi,tl1 .c re a'1,1 -~o I o r ccl dec-o rJ tiv.e 
bti c..k.:; at the c o rnet's· ai1d/ 0 1· 
~ou11.cJ do(,>r uni.I wind.ow o_penings. 
Woodfronl porches were a com­
mon fet1turq

1 
but 1rnLOy h.1nre been 

re'moV.r:id over time. 
Th.e pre [e ren.ce fo .t trnildiii:g 

wilh brit k lrns coQt.i.nne~I to W;ie 
present .da y w ith the t{ilo.te re c 
cently built b·ri ck dwellings 
incorporating garnb~el rood? .and 
bunga low or even. " nmd1 house" 
s~ylistic features. 

Through ou t th.€ district, the 
massi.v.:c 1 imes ton e ho uses a.nd­
well - prop or',rto p e d red brkk 
dw ellin.gs f<:> rm: th.e nur:le1i1s of 
£? t 0,1 s t e ~1 d s t h a t i ll cl u d:e a. 
v~niety (.) f ·other s·t.ruct:nre.s. Thy­
m0st co 1:n111on o'f these agr,arian 
buildings aro the large wooden 
h<uns. They consi$t of three typcii: 
double-er.lb l.ug threshlt1g b41;.n'S, 

A1li:ne rierozi~1 Photogw plt 

A superb exam ple of the brick CO)l-Struction style typi<;aJ o( the Belgiail district is 
situated on the OO(Lb side oLWglHvay 57 jusi. ensl of; Namur. Kuown as .the 
Ralp11 Baudlmin formstea..d, it was bU.il t h·}' Mncgellii1 llautlhuin c. 1·895. The 
names of eigb teun fomUy members ar.~ Jis.ted on .a s i~n in f.tonL 
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snu1ller s ingl,e-crib log q1tdebams1 

and timber-framed <laity barns. 
The firs t of tbese were bl.lilt 

durin g the 19 th century for a 
gr~in-rdated ee::ono111y and 00.nsist 
of two equa l- si ze t idbs of cedar 
lqgs sepldi<:t Lecl by 11 central ·drive­
:t;luough passage. Rectan:gula-r in 
size aud Guilt close t0 the .ground, 
they typ'ic~11ly have gable roofs and 
usually m~;M:JUJ·l.'. about 28' by 60'. 

T he seaond barn t}'l)e, smaller" 
ln s.ize.1 :was lm:iJ.t as a· sh e1te.r .for 
large .li v:es t.oek ~n~ consists of a 
single crib of cb1n'.ked ce.d«u logs. 
Later, many of the early grain bru:ns 
·we.re convened into cattle barns. 

As barn-building techno logy 
ehanged, large.r frame barns w.el:e 
.cons tructe.cl, and th ey constiture 
the third barn t ype i_n the Mea. 
B.L-ii1t on le'\v stoQe £ourLdatiQ:Q.s, 
they are la.rge r and b:arned Wi~h 
~e.avy squared t imbers cov-ered 
with a sheathing of vertical 
hoaTds. Early versions of rhis barn 
type incorpcm.ttt!d a ga.ble roof, but, 
a E the erul of the li rs.t .decade 0£ th.e 
18th century, the. new .a.:rid. fuor.e 
spadou !3 g~mb re l ro:of becall)..e 
'pop\1li,q.t. T h roughout tl1e are..a, it 
was corn:rnort for new building~ tQ 

b~ attached to existing structures, 
ci:ea.tLng dls, o·r 10ng{ somewhat 
rambling, rectanguJar units. 

A variety of additional sn:ralle.r 
oll:tbuildings C:an also be found on 
farn1st.eads in lhe distr.ic t. The 
m ost distinctive of these include 
sum.tner kitehens with ·ana.ch cd 
outdoor bake o:vens an.d wayside 
m votive sbapels . Both refle'M 
their counter.parts Ln Belgium. The 
.fernier a.re virtu.ally identical in 
fontl and c.0 1~.siS.t. Q.f two a.ttaclie.d 
g;t·ble -roo.f ed stane stri.!ctu.res of 
o.:IJ'eg tLa'I s·i·ze1 _t he small~r 1.uilt 
being. t.he actual bake. oven. The 
dlm.i.nufrve rectangular chapels, 
typically .of frame construction, 
\-v.ere sited close co the wads an.cl. 
used as. places oi prayer. 

O~he r fa r mstead s tni.etur.~s 
include :gra n arj es, wooCl.sheds-, 
small 'C<Hd e and pm,1 ~tJ"Y s11esfa, 
garages; privies, cor ncrib.s, and 
silos. Alrnost aJI of these, e~ce,_pt 
for s.o.r.'rre concre te sUos1 3're b~ilt 
of wood. F11a'mc ebnst:rµc~ion \V"<fS 



Court~.\)' /\w11 µr.~1•11rcl1 Crmcr l]nivcrsitv of WL<t'<J/l ,\{11·G r1:4•11 Uri}' 

Sm:ill wnyside chapels, built by devout Catholics, are another feature that 
distinguishes the Namur Belgi:in-Amecica n Historical District. This one, 
dedicated 10 St. Jude Thadde11s, is loc:ucd on the Elmer Delvcnux farm. 

typica lly used after d1c tum of the 
cent~1ry, bur n1iiny early granaries, 
woodsheds, and small cattle barns 
of logs can still be faun.cl on the 
farms teads in the district. 

To date, the most important 
preservation activity in the ;.Jtea 
has been the nLne-Lownship 
reconnaissance sw·vey through 
which the Namur Historic District 
was ic.le ntLfied. This nomination is 
based on tb.e results of that survey. 
No olher coroprehe1,1sive histodc 
prcscrv ~1Uon activity bas been 
il1iti::1tcd i.n the district and the 
surrounding mrnJ a:rea. 

Some independent prcservaLH)n 
efforts, however, are noteworthy. 
The Peninsula Belgian-American 
Club has preserved nvo buildings 
in the d istric t, inclDdiug the ir 
h ca<lqt1arters bui l din g a nd t1 

wayside cllilpel on their property at 
Nam ur. The former was an early 
frnme ·dwelling that is now used as 
a socia·I cem er, meeting hall , ond 
small museum. The chirpcl, buil t 
in 1915, was moved to its present 
location from another site and has 
been meticul9usly maintained for 
public visitarion. 

Several years ago Heritage Hill 
Suite Park staff examined Belgian-

Ame1;a.an buildings in the area aml 
dcvclo_pc.d a Belgian-A m erica n 
f am1sread at their outdoor muset1m 
in Green 13ay. Tnch1de<.I in tbls 
complex: ls a large log b~rn that 
was otigmally built in the district. 

One other local prcserva u on 
effort , where the owner of the 
Ra lph Baudhuin Farmhouse has 
kept che dwelHng .in ics pre- 1900 
condition, should b1.: mentioned. 

On the nortb side of Higbway 
57 just east of Na.mur, t)lis 
far.n'lste<ld has as its nuc'leus a 
handsome from gabla 1-1/2-stmy red 
bri ck house. Built c. 1895 by 
i\llargellin Baudhuin7, the dwtdUag 
has a front porch, cent ral door, nnd 
five windows arranged symmet­
rically in the front gable wall. At 
the gable peak can he fol1n cl a 
dis.tLnctive "bu.It ' s-eye" window. 
To the rear, an unobtrusive 
summ er kitc hen hns bl:en buil t. 
Tlie house has n0t been altered and 
i.s 1:1 good example of the s ize :rncl 
iorm of ea rly Bclgian-A1uerican 
bri ck houses found in the area. 
Tbe house and five oucbuildings 
behind i t are arranged around a 
loosely enclosed farm }'ard. Tbe 
:1ssociated buildings consist of a log 
garage, two attached frame. burns, :1 

small frame shed, and a non­
comribating concrcrc block garage. 

JT11e followwx c:<ci'rp1s t11e 1rom the 
rn rhe1 nomrnatwn of the Nmmu Helgia.n. 
A11wm:an. Di.s.rric:t. w ·t/n• Nm1on11/ .. /?c:gi:;ce.r 
nf HJs (oric Phrtvi.~ 1 

Ethnic Significance ___ _ 
The importance of immigra­

cion in the set tlement of the 
United Scates is a wiJdy accepted 
phenomenon and has long been 
recognized in the work of his­
torians, geographers <Ind others. A 
massive influx of Europc:1n imm.i­
grants was especia lJy important in 
popul atiJJg t11 e gro w ing sb1te of 
Wisconsin. As noted in the sh1te's 
cultura l resource m a nagement 
plan, "Wisc011sin acUvcly encour­
aged new settlement, botb 
foreign and native-born''8 and as 
a result "between 1850 nnd 1890, 
Wi s consin' s foreign-born 
populanon inc:rcased five-folcl. "9 

Wisconsin hi s torian Richard 
Nelson C urrent noted th .is lar.ge 
proportion oi i.mmig:rnnts when he 
wrote: ''The 1860 ccns lls showed 
that Wisconsin, in proportion to 
its population, contained more 
immigrants tha t any other state 
except California11

; 10 and that of 
all the stales1 "W.isconsln in 1870, 
wich about the same proportion of 
immlgnmts !over 34 per cent) as 
ten years ea rli er, s ti ll contain ed 
proponionaUy the largcsc number 
of th e fo r eign- born cxcepr for 
Cal i fornia , Nevad:'l a.nd 
Minnesota."I J T h us, h e noted, 
''for many years Wiscons in was 
something of a living ethnological 
museum ... the natural result of 
immigration from r1 vuiecy o( 
countries, settlement la rgely in 
homogeneous groups, and attach­
rr1 cn.t t-o inbe.dted ways of doing 
t h ings. 11 11 While not <Yne of t"he 
sta te's la1•gest ethn ic groups, 
Wisconsin's Belgians, nonetheless, 
" ... fo rm ed rhe l:irges L rural 
settlement of their nationality in 
che United States." 1~ 

The Belgian-Amcric::in scttle­
mem of northeastern Wisconsin, 
epitomized by the N:1rtn1r Belgian-
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Aml!rican Rural Hiswric District, 
has been clearly \7iewed as au eth­
nically separate entiry both by the 
rcsidl!nts tbem·selves and by 
Wiscons111.i tes from. the surround-
111g area. Few, ii any, other ethnic 
cnck1v·es 111 the state h ave :sur:viv<:id 
w .I th bot h t he s ize an d homo­
gene ity of roe B-elgians. Whjle 
Belgians sccth:d in other parts of 
America, this region re.t<1ins, to 
date, the nation's largest known 
concentration of rural buildings 
relating to rhis ethnic group, and 
has perhaps the puresi:: retemion of 
other distinctive cultural features 
frn111 the WaUoo u r egion o f thal 
cmin.tqr, 

Period of Signilicance _ _ _ 
Th<.: period of significance for 

this nomination is 1880-1930. 
This time period covers the era 
during which buUdings were built 
tlwt reflect the history, character 
and pt1rposc of the district. 

Boundary 
Description/Justification _ 

Start ing from Ehe northeas t 
corner of lhe district located in 
Gardner Township a t a point 
1320' north of County J:qghway K 
and L320' west of Brussels Roa<l, 
the eastern boundary n rns due 
sou th in to Un Lon Township to a 
poin t 1320' sourh of Highway 57. 
Fmm tb is poLn t1 the sou th,e rn 
bo un dary runs du e west co St. 
Mary's of tbe Snow's parish ceme­
tery, mca1u lers around the somh 
stdo of the cemerery co include it 
in the <l1scrict, and then continw.:s 
runnrng due west to the district's 
sou thwest comer located a t the 
edge o f Be lgian Drive at a point 
1320' so u tb 0£ 13a.y Shore Road. 
T he wcstcrn bo1,1.pd~ then ru ns 
no rth w Coun~y Highv"ay N, then 
cast 1320' to the in tersection with 
Ledge Road, then nor th 26.t.O', 
then north to the wa ters of Green 
Bay, then northeast a long tb.e 
w<iter's edge to rhc northeast edge 
of the I lru-old £ uclide prope rq •. 
The north bonndary then runs 
sou theast to County Highway N, 

54 Voyageur 

then northeast along N to a point 
l.EO' du~ north of County Highway 
K, then due east to the poinr of 
beginning. 

Ap_p.roximatc boun daries for 
the ·disni£t w ere selected after a 
ca refu l <lhalysis of t he lntegrit)' 
and loc:atfou of nea .rl y 500 sites 
documented during t he nlne­
tmvnsh.ip Belgian-American set­
t lement area reconnaissance 
survey. Specific bounda ry loca­
uons were then established after 
intensive on-site inspections of 
the area to derermine the m ost 
s uiLable district edges. T he north ­
ern bo und(1ry was located a t the 
1110s~ north erl y extemsio n of th·c 
bes t concenttation ol contl'ibu r­
i n g arc h itectural feat ur es. 
lmmc<liately beyond this northern 
edge there is considerable open 
farm l and, and .the numbe r of 
contributing buildings dirninishes 
substantially. Much of tbe eastern 
bOLlndary runs along h.igb ground 
t h at provtdes a oa w ra l visua l 
buffer for defining this side of the 
district. Tl~ere is considera b le 
non -conuibuting, ne"" develop­
ment ro tb e east of this boundary. 
The south edge was selected to, in 
general, parallel Highway 57, and 
also to define the limits o[ the best 
concentration of con tributing 

buildings in th.is vicinity. Tbe 
wesrcm boundary was established 
co include the westernmost exten­
sion of the area's n1ral character 
and :irchitectttrnl inti?grity. lt also 
adjoins several wood lols thoL act 
<1.l:! a 11at1.i.ral bt~ffei: for the dis1.rict. 
Extenqing this edge f~lxLh er wes t 
wo ul d bave included <l zone o f 
rccently-buil t, non -con t ri buting 
seasonal home development on 
property near or ad jacent to the 
Green Bay shoreline. Wh Ile the 
nonbernmosL portion of the 
western boundary docs include a 
short length oi Green Bay shoreline 
in Gardner Township, the laml 
h er e .is wooded a n d re lncivel y 
undeveloped. 

Arch eological Potential __ 
.Because the dist ric t has not 

been systematica l ly surveyed 
for archeological resources, its 
archeological potential is essen­
tially undefi n e d . However, 
se lected areas to th e wes t, ad j::1-
cent to the warer of Green Bay, 
have been examined by the Cr.eat 
L akes Archeologica l Research 
Center. This survey inc luded a 
Lew acres extending into Lhe 
districl in the NW of the SE of 
Section lQ.14 

C.our:.:~· At<'.J Re;<1a1d1 C.:nur Unll'mtt:y of l\'mnmm·Gtc!.:n Bay 

One: of Lhe Belgian di trict traditions was to take a lunch break each morning and 
aftcn1oon, making a total of five meals a day. 



Tue Sra r-e Arch co logis t 's 
inventory lists two si tes within 
tbe dis tricr. The first, a habirn ­
ti o n-worksi t t:, is loca ted io 
S<;ction 1 of the U11io'n Townshlp. 
rbc SeCOll'd r,e,£~rs tO lnJian bmials 
Lll)Carthed in l 90 l in ScL.:tion 11 of 
Union Township.I i 
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Swlu1111 Niel llou111"Qrrtkla: lllus/fflllon 

ht this m ap of t h e Ilclgian-American National Landmark Oic;t rict, historically 
s ignificant features arc indicated with dots and squares, the squares represent two 
sightS along the wcll-tr;ivclecl Highway 57: the s tone James B::iudhuin farmstead to 
thl' west and the brick Ralph Baudbuin farmstead Lo the east. 

Bryrulcison, Thi! ArcJ111ccmrc and 
Lmuls<;apc Chmac1i?T1Stic~ of 
Hu1<1l Bclgiaa Scttlem¢111 m 
Nortbcasu.m Wfaconsm 
(Mndison: Srntc l-lisrnrical 
Soucry11( Wi);CCll'ISin, 19861, p 33. 

-1. Sec, For cxaniple, Fru ncolSt: 
Le.mpen:ur, ''Thi.: Walloon 
Serrlemem of North-Ease 
\1\lisconsin," Bd~wm 111 tlle 
United S111res {Bnis.scls, Belgium· 
Ministry of .Foreign Affoirs, L976I, 
p. 75. 

S. Consult .Ernest Robertson 
Buckley, The Clt1}'\ 11ntl Cltly 
Industries of W1.H"OllSUJ 
1M.adison: Wisconsu1 Geological 
and Nat-UJ'~ll l-liswry Survcr 
19891, for a di~cussion af 
bncl..')'<!rds in the r~giun . 

Cl. Chatlos F. Cnlld ns and Wllhillil 
G. Laa.rsch, ' ' lfolgions," 
Am.e.riC1J's Arcliilcmpml l~oot.s: 
Etluuc Gn)ups /'/1ur Jlwlt 
A1ne1ica1 Del Upton, ed. 
jWaslrlngcon: The l'rese:rvatiun 
Press, 19861. pp. ~. IClO . 

7 lohn Kahlen and Alben Qumlm, 
Ea.rly Door County Buildings 
untl Tlia People Wlio Built 
rtiem. 1849, /9 10 (13lll l1!ys 
Harbor, W1scon~w : ML~adm'i 
L:me PubH~hors, t in6), p. 58. 

R. Histmic Prcs<:ril;itlon llivlsicin •. 
St:u.e H1sroric..1 I S1.1clcry of 
\·\l_isconsin, Cul111raJ Resource 
Manag=nc in \V1$consm, Vol. 
I (Madison: State I hstorical 
Society!, pp. 1-2. 

9. Ibid. 

10 Rich.1rd N~lson CurrcnL, 
Wiscmniin: A IUrentcnnillJ 
J-Jistory JNcw York: W.W. 
Norton Company, l11c., l 9n1, p. 
36. 

11 . Richard N. Cun'em, Tile Hi51ory 
uf W1samsm : Volume II, The 
Civ.il War £111, 1948·1,ql,'l 
(Madison: Stlltc HlstoficaJ 
SQC:icty of Wiscon:;in, 1976), pp • 
415-416. 

12. Current, Biccnw1111illl History, p. 
~6 . 

.u. ll>id. p. 37. 

14. DavidF. Ovcrsm:er, 
l\:tchcolog:ic:al Swvey of 1.he 
Gr1um 1~03• Co1is1.I/ Couid,01 
(Waukeshru Great L11kcs 
Archeolcrgic:J I Research Center, 
Inc:., 1980). 

1-5 Sec survey card t.'01le numbers 
DR-40 and-17-DR-140, un file 
with rhe Stare Archcolog.1sc at 
the Stare Histmic"I Sockr}' of 
Wisconsin. 
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