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·Opened a mission and built a church among the Canadians 
of Grande Prairie; Father Peter De Vos, the only one who 
knew English, had charge of the Americans among whom 
there were many Catholics and many well-disposed Protestants. 
He also built a church in Oregon City.23 

After sending Father N obili to the mission at New Cale­
donia, Father De Smet returned to the St. Ignatius mission 
among the Kalispels with utensils and provisions. He then 
made a long missionary journey during which he opened the 
missions of St. Paul, St. Peter, St. Fran cis Regis, Assumption 
and Immaculate Heart; visited the Arcs a Plats, Kootenais and 
other tribes; and appointed Father Ravalli to help Father 
Hoecken. In this way most of the tribes of Oregon were 
cared for. He then returned to the residence of St. Francis 
Xavier (Willamette) where he found Vercruysse and DeVos 
making many conversions among the Canadians and Ameri­
cans, and the sisters teaching increasing classes of students 
who showed great improvement. Seven more Sisters of Notre 
Dame from the mother-house in Namur were to arrive with 
Blanchet, August 13, 1847. At the same time fourteen new 
missionaries were coming, of whom six were Jesuits and one 
of them was Father Goetz, a Belgian.24 

During his next missionary journey, Father De Smet 
visited the missions of St. Ignatius, Sacred Heart, and St. 
Mary's where Father Zerbinati had died in the autumn of 
1845 and Father Ravalli had taken his place. There Brother 
Claessens and Brother Haecht had just completed a mill. 
Finally De Smet went to the camp of the Black Feet who were 
a constant menace to the success of all the missions he had 
established. After they were persuaded to promise peace, he 
remained with them a few weeks to prepare the way fo• the 
future reception of the Gospel. 25 

23 Van Ren·sselaer, "Sketch of the Catholic Church in Montana," ACQR, 
XII (1887), 499; Palladino, Indian, _White in Northwest, 68 sqq., 

De Smet, Voyages dans l A menque Septentnonale, 82-83; Oregon 
97· 

24 Cf. LaveiUe, op. cit., 202-203; Shea, op. cit., IV, 321; De Smet, Oregon 
Missions, 228-229. 

2s Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., I, 56. 
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After establishing in the Oregon country more than twenty 
centers and visiting numerous tribes who were ready to receive 
the Gospel, Father De Smet returned to St. Louis. He in­
formed his superiors that many tribes on the banks of the 
Columbia were waiting for baptism; that thousands of natives 
around New Caledonia were eager to be converted; that the 
Black Feet had promised peace, and the Sioux were waiting for 
priests. During his journeys he had acquired great authority 
with the Indians. 26 

De Smet had not been in St. Louis since the summer of 
1843, and it is interesting to note the conditions of the vice­
province. Father de Theux, the first vice-provincial, died in 
that year ( 1846), after spending thirty years in America in 
different fields of activity. He had been professor of theology 
at Florissant, superior of the mission, master of novices, and 
had worked at Grand Coteau in Louisiana, Cincinnati in Ohio, 
and St. Charles in Missouri. Early in 1846 he set out to find 
a site for a school to care for the education of the children who 
lived at a distance from St. Charles. On the way he became 
ill, and on February 28, 1846, died at St. Charles. 27 

In that same year Bishop P. R. Kenrick, during his visitation 
of the diocese, found that Father Helias d'Huddeghem had 
built six churches since I 838, not counting schools and rectories. 
He had built the first stone church in central Missouri at Taos 
in 1844. In 1846 the number of his congregations had in­
creased from eighteen to forty-six. Father Helias and Father 
Busschots took care of all of these missions. 

In that year ( 1846) Helias moved his residence to Taos and 
in the following year to his great joy, a whole colony of 
Belgians from the environs of Ghent came to settle near the 
Church of St. Francis Xavier at Taos. The progress made 
by these faithful Catholics was a consolation to him. He was 
also gladdened by the aid sent from Belgium, especially from 
Madame Helias d'Huddeghem and from the Beguines of 
Ghent as well as from his cousin, Mademoiselle Rodrigues 

26 La veille, op. cit., 238-239. 
27 De Smet, Lettres Choisies, 1e Serie, 53, 2e Serie, 185-189; Western Missions 

and Missionaries, 481-482. 
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d'Evora y Vega, "et aux aumones d' un venerable am1, le 
Chanoine Charles de la Croix." 28 

Also in the same year, May I 846, the Sixth Provincial 
Council of Baltimore was held. Among those in attendance 
were Father Verhaegen, provincial of Maryland, and Father 
Van de Velde, vice-provincial of Missouri. 

Father Van de Velde, the vice-provincial, was interested in 
the future of the Rocky Mountain missions, but he could spare 
no more laborers. Consequently Father De Smet was sent to 
Europe again in company with Father Elet who was going 
to the procurators' congregation in Rome. They arrived in 
Belgium in the spring of I 847. This was the first time that 
Father Elet had seen his native country in 26 years. In 
Belgium Father De Smet published some of his letters in 
llfissions de l'Oregon, and made a tour of the country to 
obtain men and money. Among the subjects, who accom­
panied him to America at this time, was Father Charles Elet, 
the brother of the procurator of the vice-province. However, 
this missionary died at St. Joseph's College in Kentucky on 
March 23, 1849. 29 

De Smet and his companions sailed on April 3, I 848, and 
on his arrival in New York he learned that a widespread 
revolution had broken out in Europe and that, as is always the 
case, his beloved Society was among the first to suffer. .Many 
of the exiles sought refuge in America and he remained in 
New York to direct them to the West. On July 4 he was 
back in St. Louis again. With the new subjects who came 
to America, it was possible to make greater plans. Soon 
after his arrival he went on a preliminary tour of the country 
of the Sioux and Dakotas of the upper Missouri and lived 
several weeks among them, preparing them for future mis­
sionary workers. He then returned to report to St. Louis. 30 

In I 848 Father Elet became vice-provincial succeeding 
Father Van de Velde, and Father De Smet was named his 

~8 .Lebrocquy, Vie du Pere Helias D'Huddegh.em, 212-256; Garraghan, "The 
Mi~swns of ~entral Missouri, I837·I86r," SLCHR, II (1920), 174; Rothen­
stemer, op. nt., I, 695-700. 

29 De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 488. 
so Laveille, op. cit., 247-252; Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., II, 613. 
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assistant. Van de Velde became socius and procurator uf the 
vice-providence, but in November of that year he received the 
Bull appointing him second Bishop of Chicago. He was con­
secrated on February I I, I849, by Archbishop Kenrick of St. 
Louis. During his stay in Chicago, seventy churches were 
begun and most of them completed. He also built two asylums 
for orphans. At the First Plenary Council of Baltimore 
(I 852), he tried to resign on account of ill health, but the other 
prelates refused to accept his resignation. 31 

Forty of the exiles from Europe in I848 were sheltered at 
St. Louis University. This increase in the number of members 
of the Society enabled Father Elet to accede to the request of 
Bishop Flaget, now eighty years old, that they take over St. 
Joseph's College at Bardstown, Kentucky. It prospered under 
their management, until the outbreak of the Civil War. It 
-was never afterwards reorganized by the Jesuits. Among the 
professors who taught there were the following Belgians: 
Father Verhaegen, whose biography has been given, was the 
first president; Fathers De Blieck and Coosemans, successors of 
Verhaegen as rectors; Father Charles Elet, brother of the 
vice-provincial who died there in 1849; Fathers J. B. Duerinck, 
Francis d'Hoop, F . X. De Coen and Truyens.32 

Father Coosemans, a native of Brussels, joined the Jesuits on 
October 30, 1842. He was ordained by Bishop Van de Velde 
and was named professor at Grand Coteau, La. Later he 
became rector of St. Joseph's College, until sent to Florissant 
in 1857. He then went to Cincinnati and on January I5, 1859, 
he became rector of St. Louis University and in 1862 he was 
promoted to vice-provincial of Missouri. In I87I he was sent 
to Chicago and became president of the new St. Ignatius 
College where he died, February 7, 1878. His remains were 
interred at Florissant. 33 

Father John De Blieck also served as president of St. 
Joseph's College at Bardstown. Later he was sent to St. 

81 De Smet, Lettres Cltoisies, 2e Serie, 26-29; Shea, op. cit., IV, 220; 
De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 503. 

32 De Smet, Lettres Cltoisies, xe Serie, 51 sqq.; Western Missions and Mis­
sionaries, 488; Shea, op. cit., IV, 191; Hill, op. cit., 70-72. 

33 We,bb, op. cit., 438-438; Precis Historiques, VII ( 1878), 332. 
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J gnatius College in Chicago where he spent the rest of his 
life. He died there in July, I883.34 

Shortly after they took charge of St. ] oseph's College, the 
Jesuits opened St. Aloysius College in Louisville (I 849). The 
arrangements were not satisfactory and, although it was suc­
cessful, it was closed in I 85 7· Among the professors we;e the 
following Belgians: Fathers F. X. d'Hoop, P. De Meester, and 
] . Maes. 35 

At this same time Father ] ohn B. Wuyts, a Belgian, was 
president of St. Louis University, to which position he was 
appointed in I847· He had been at the institution for twelve 
years. 36 

In I849 the vice-province had about 200 members. Its 
educational institutions were: the University of St. Louis, St. 
Stanislaus Novitiate, the colleges at Bardstown, Louisville and 
Cincinnati. The missions in Louisiana were handed over in 
I 847 to the Jesuits of the province of Lyon, France. Among 
the Kansas Indians there were the two missions of the Osages 
and the Potawatomies, each with ten ] esuits. In the Rocky 
Mountains, there was an archbishop, three bishops, fourteen 
] esuits, four oblates, I 3 seculars and I 3 Sisters of J'\ otre 
Dame. Six thousand natives had been converted in six years. 
Such were conditions when Father De Smet was appointed 
socius of the vice-provincial. 37 

Although this new position kept him from the Indians, 
Father De Smet did not forget them. A group of Pota­
watomies from Indiana (who had had Father Desceille as 
missionary at one time) settled near Sugar Creek. Fathers 
Verrydt and Hoecken closed the mission among the Pota­
watomies of Council Bluffs and settled with these new 
Indians. Schools were necessary and they appealed for aid. 
Father De Smet obtained some Ladies of the Sacred Heart 
from Florissant for them and financed the journey of the 

34 Webb, o p. cit., 439. 
35 Webb, op. cit., 435; Hill, op. cit., 72. 
36 Hill, op. cit., 67·69. 
37 Langie, "The 'Marcus Whitman Myth' and the Missionary Activities of 

Oregon," HRS, XI (1917), 72 sqq.; Laveille, op. cit., 255. 



THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN AMERICA 207 

sisters. Soon the whites pushed these Indians farther into 
a reserve in Kansas and both the Jesuits and the sisters went 
with them and founded the mission of St. Mary. Father De 
Smet wrote to the government and obtained help for them. 
The mission developed rapidly. Father Duerinck, another 
Belgian, worked for a time on this mission. 38 

In 1847 the mission among the Osages which had been 
vacated after the death of Father Van Quickenborne, was re­
newed by Father Schoenmakers, a Hollander, and Father J. J. 
Bax, a Fleming. The natives had been spoiled by contact 
with the whites and it was a difficult assignment, but these men 
built up the mission of St. Francis. Father Schoenmakers 
worked there forty years; but Father Bax, administering to 
the sick during an epidemic of smallpox, caught the infection 
and died after five years of labor ( r 85 2). Later Father Maes, 
S. J ., another Belgian, came to help Father Schoenmakers. 39 

Father Bax was born on Januay 15, 1817, at Weelde near 
Turnhout. He was especially interested in the education of 
the Indian children, and his pride in their progress is shown 
by the following excerpt from a letter of June ro, r8so: 

N otlhing astonished the whites more than the extraordinary prog­
ress of our little Osages in the different branches taught them. Such 
are: reading, writing, arithmetic, geography and grammar for the 
boys; reading, writing, geography, needlework, embroidery and 
drawing for the girls. To these dispositions all join a very decided 
taste for music and find great pleasure in singing pious canticles. 
They are besides very polite, and docile and obedient. As soon as 
they perceive a white, their first movement is to go and present him 
with the hand.40 

At the time of his death on August 5, I 852, Father De 
Smet wrote about him: 

During the five years he passed on the mjssion, he brought back 
to the faith a great number of half breeds who had been baptized 

38 Laveille, op. cit., 262-263. 
39 Shea, Indian M issions, 464; De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 

350·36o; Lettres Choisies, 2e Serie, 85-roo, 124-138. 
40 Annals of the Propagation of the Faith, VIII (London, 1852), 158; 

D e Smet, W estern M issions and Missionaries, 361. 
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in the Catholic Church, but due to the lack of priests and instructions 
they had 'been perverted by the protestant ministers. Besides this, 
he baptized more than 2000 savages: as many infants as adults. He 
instructed his neophytes with Uhe greatest care and assiduity. His 
charity had so well gained their hearts that the savages called him 
only by the word in the Osage language which signifies: " A father 
who is all heart." 41 

The revenues of the Missouri vice-province were greatly 
reduced at this time by the death of Mr. De Neff and the 
revolutionary disorder in Europe. Also, the year 1849 was 
disastrous for St. Louis which suffered from an epidemic 
of cholera and from the great fire which destroyed fourteen 
city squares and twenty-seven steamers in the river. Added 
to all this was the extra expense of taking care of the exiled 
members of the Society. De Smet wrote to Belgium, France, 
Holland, and Canada. He also presented a memoire to the 
Seventh Provin<::ial Council of Baltimore (1849). He inter­
ested many of the bishops here and abroad as well as members 
of the nobility such as the Count de Mees, the Countess 
d' Aspremont, the Countess de Merode and the Duke of 
Brabant (who became Leopold II) and among other dona­
tions one benefactor in Belgium sent him 1oo,ooo francs. 
Indeed, Father De Smet was a successful procurator as well 
as missionary. 42 

In I 85 I the superiors were able to send more help to Father 
He!ias Huddeghem in central Missouri. Gradually priests 
were sent and placed in charge of the principal stations. The 
progress of the mission was not without opposition, for nbout 
1854 the Know Nothings became active and tried to destroy 
2.11 the good work of the faithful priest from Belgium. Also, 
during the Civil War false rumors were broadcast by his 
enemies, and his house was often searched for arms and even 
pillaged by the soldiers and enemies. 

In 1863 he was recalled to Florissant and made spiritual 

41 De Smet, Lettres Choisies, 2e Serie, 9-10. 
42 Laveille, op. cit., 266-270; Chitten.den 4lnd Reichardson, op. cit., III, 1036; 

Annals of the Propagation of the Faith, XI (London, z85o), 197·213, 240. 
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director of the young religious but a few weeks later he re­
appeared at Taos. In 1867 he was again at St. Louis to 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of his religious profession. 
He was assisted by Father DeSmet and his old confreres. On 
August I r, 1874, he was found dead near his church. He 
" 'as 78 years old and had been in the missions for forty years. 
He was buried at Florissant.43 

Father James Busschots, friend and confrere of Father 
Helias, soon followed him to the grave. He died on August 
26, 1875, at St. Louis. He was born in Lierre, Belgium, was 
ordained in 1823 and came to America with Father Helias 
(I 833). He passed his last years in the parish of St. Thomas. 
His remains, too, rest in the plot in Florissant.44 

Early in Father De Smet's term as procurator, the rush 
of the whites to California in search of gold took place. San 
Francisco which in 1848 had only 500 people, had 25,000 in 
1850. There was a new problem, and aid was sought from the 
Missouri vice-province. Among those appointed were the 
Belgians Father Goetz, who reached San Francisco in r85o, 
and Father De Vos who entered the California field in 185 r. 
They had been preceded by two Italian Jesuits; and Father 
Veyret, a Frenchman, went to help in 1851. In 1854 the 
California Jesuit mission was organized, and with the Rocky 
Mountain missions, was assigned to the Province of Turin, 
Italy, under Father Congiato. Up to that time the Rocky 
Mountain missions had been cared for by the Jesuits 0f the 
Missouri and Belgian provinces. 45 

The invasion of the whites irritated the red men. The 
superintendent of Indian affairs evolved a plan for indemnify­
ing the Indians in return for certain concessions. The meet­
ing was fixed for Fort Laramie in the summer of r85 I. 
Realizing the worth of Father De Smet in such an undertak­
ing the Government requested him to assist in the transaction. 
He accepted, and made use of the opportunity to visit his 

43 Lebrocquy, op. cit., 290-314; Precis Historiques, III ( 1874), 468. 
44 Precis Historiques, V (1876), 104. 

46 Laveille, op. cit., 278; Clinch, "The Jesuits in American CalHornia," 
Records, XVII (1906), 127; Palladino, op. cit., 52·58. 
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Indians once more. He departed with Father Hoecken who 
died on the way. Through the influence of Father De Smet 
the Indians accepted the propositions offered by the govern­
ment at the council in September. The terms were: I 

0 The 
government had the right to establish routes and posts on 
the Indian territory; 2° The Indians were to preserve peace 
and repair any damages which resulted through their fault; 
3° An indemnity of $so,oooo to be paid by the government 
immediately; and 4 ° For fifty years the government was to 
pay $so,ooo annually. 46 

A committee of the Indians accompanied Father De Smet 
when he came east. They were to go to Washington, D. C., 
to complete the peace. They arrived at St. Louis on October 
22, r8sr. 

Father DeSmet, like Father N erinckx, had his days of trial; 
when he returned from Fort Laramie he found that he had 
been removed from the charge of socius and procurator. False 
reports reached his superiors and they began to doubt his pru­
dence in the past. He was accused of using the money 
foolishly and of promising missionaries to the Indians when 
he knew it was impossible to send any; and of writing and pub­
lishing fantastic letters which deceived others. However, he 
obtained and sent to the father general the testimony of the 
other missionaries in the field, as well as the accounts of his 
office which had always been controlled by Fathers Van de 
Velde and Elet. To add to his difficulty in answering the 
charges, Saint Mary's Mission, the ·first he had established in 
the Rockies, was closed in I 850. This could in no way be 
attributed to him. Soon confidence was restored and he was 
reappointed procurator which office he held until death. Dur­
ing the last years of this period, Father De Smet also witnessed 
the efforts of the Know Nothings and other enemies to destroy 
what had been done.47 

A report in the Annals of the Propagation of the F~ith gives 
an idea of the missions at the time ( r8 50). In the missions 
east of the Rockies there were six Fathers and nine brothers 

46 Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., I, 64-65; II, 638 sqq. 
47 Laveil.le, op. cit., 285-291, 313; Lebrocquy, op. cit., 265 sqq. 
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who had charge of two missions among the Osages and the 
Potawatomies. The P.otawatomies continued their good dis­
positions and consoled their missionaries, and the school among 
the Osages was thriving. However, the nearness of the whites 
was a constant danger to both these missions. In the Rocky 
Mountains there were eleven Fathers and ten brothers, and four 
principal stations: St. Mary's of the Flatheads (which closed 
in that year), Sacred Heart among the Coeur d' Alenes, St. 
Ignatius among the Kalispels, and St. Francis Xavier, the resi­
dence established near Williamette. 48 

In 1851 the missions among the Potawatomies and Osages 
were erected into a Vicariate Apostolic, Father Miege, the 
Vicar Apostolic, chose St. Mary's of the Potawatomies as his 
see, but in I 85 5 he moved to Leavenworth City when the gov­
ernment treaty of 1854 brought more whites into the territory 
and pushed the Indians farther west.49 

Bishop Van de V elde, a former member of the Missouri 
vice-province was chosen to carry the decrees of the First 
National Council of Baltimore to Rome in I852. There he 
availed himself of the opportunity to request Pope Pius IX to 
transfer him from the Diocese of Chicago. His petition was 
granted, and in 1853, he took possession of the diocese of 
Natchez. An epidemic of yellow fever was raging there at 
the time, but he immediately began a visitation. He estab­
lished two schools and made arrangements for building a new 
college and completing the cathedral, but his work was cut 
short by an accident: he fell on October 23, breaking a leg, 
and on November I 3 he died. 50 

In 1853 another Belgian Father J. B. Druyts was appointed 
the president of St. Louis University. He became vice-pro­
vincial in 18 56.51 

In that same year the missions .of New Mexico were offered 
to Father De Smet, but the lack of subjects, caused by the return 
to Europe of many of the exiles, made it impossible to under-

•s Op. cit., XI (London, 1850), 315 sqq. 
49 Annals of the Propagation o/ the Faith, XXVIII (Baltimore, 1867), 28. 

50 De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 504·505; Lettres Choisies, 
2e Serie, 28-29. 

51 Hill, op. cit., 78, 83. 
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take a new mtsswn. However, he crossed the Atlantic again 
in that year on the F entonJ in search of subjects. This is the 
first notice of his traveling across the ocean by steamer. In 
December 1853 he conducted thirteen young men to America 
on the steamer Humboldt. 62 

In 1855 five of the Jesuits were named to bishoprics and 
among them was Father De Smet, but again he wrote to the 
father general in Rome to intercede for him. In the follow­
ing year he crossed again to Belgium and in April, I 85 7, he 
sailed from Antwerp with seven new subjects for the vice­
province. 58 

Four of the most noted of the Belgian missionaries in 
Missouri died during the closing years of this period. 

The first of these was Father John Elet. After coming 
over with Father Nerinckx in 1821 and to Missouri in 1823, 
he took an active part in the growth of the new missions. 
He was one of the founders of St. Louis University, being 
its first president. In 1840 he went to Ohio and organ­
ized St. Xavier College and was the first president of that 
institution. In 1848, when he was vice-provincial, he sent a 
faculty to take charge of St. Joseph's College at Bardstown and 
to start the new college at Louisville. While he was still vice­
provincial, in 1850, he went to Louisiana on business and took 
sick but he continued to direct the vice-province until the 
middle of 1851 when he retired to St. Stanislaus to prepare for 
death, which came on October 2, 185 I. Father De Smet 
remarked: 

He had the consolation of seeing the mission of Missouri, so small 
and feeble in the beginning, erected into a vice-province, and extend 
itself into Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, Louisiana, the great Indian 
territory-Kansas and Nebraska of today-and to spread beyond 
the Rocky Mountains into the territories of Oregon, Washington and 
California, the nucleus of a new mission which now promises to 
equal the most flourishing. He himself had contributed much to 
this success. 54 

5 2 De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 128; Laveille, op. cit., 318, 
354-

53 La 'II p · ve1 e, o . ctt., 317, 354. 
54 De Smet, Lettres Choisies, 51 sqq.; Western Missions and Missionaries, 

489-491; Hill, op. cit., n. 
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Another member of the vice-province who contributed to the 
progress of Catholic education was Father Francis d'Hoop. 
He was born at Meulebeke in the diocese of Bruges, and studied 
at the College of Thielt and in Mr. De Neff's College at Turn­
hout. He came to America in September 1837 in the band led 
by Father De Smet, and entered the Society at St. Stanis­
laus. After completing his novitiate he was sent to the U ni­
versity of St. Louis as sub-prefect, and at the same time he 
studied English, German, French and .Spanish. Then he was 
sent to the College of St. Charles at Grand Coteau, La., where 
for several years he very successfully taught rheto ric and 
natural philosophy. After his ordination on August 29, I 845, 
by Bishop Blanc of New Orleans, he was pastor of Chillicote, 
Ohio, and president of St. Joseph College at Louisville. He 
died at Louisville on March 23, 1853.56 

The third Belgian to die in these years was Father John 
Baptist Smedts. He was one of the first band to come to 
Missouri under Father Van Quickenborne. After his ordina­
tion in I 82 7 he was employed on the missions and as master of 
novices until 1849 when he became spiritual director of various 
colleges and was acting in that capacity at the University of 
St. Louis when he died on February 9, 1855.56 

The fourth of the Belgians who died at this time was Father 
John Baptist Duerinck, who was born at St. Gilles on May 8, 
1809. He studied at the College of Termonde and in 1833 
came to America and entered the Society of Jesus. After he 
finished his novitiate at St. Stanislaus, his administrative abil­
ity led the superiors to appoint him procurator at the colleges 
at Cincinnati, St. Louis and Bardstown. In I 849 he was sent 
to the Indian missions. De Smet notes about his work: 

The mission among the Potowatomies of which he became superior 
owes to him a great part of its present prosperity. The greater part 
of that tribe had been converted many years ago ; he worked to 
consolidate the work of their conversion, by attracting them to the 
ways of civilized life, and leading them to prefer agriculture and the 

55 De Smet, Lettres Choisies, ze Serie, 164-168; Webb, op. cit., 437; De Smet, 
Western Missions and Missionaries, 495-497. 

Ci6 De Smet, Western Missions and Missionaries, 492-494. 



214 CONTRIBUTION OF BELGIUM TO 

other useful arts to the pleasures of hunting and the listlessness so 
characteristic of savage life. Already, before him, the missionaries 
had persuaded them to cultivate some little fields by showing them 
through their own example and by the motives of their faith. They 
had discovered that in the case of labor in the fields only the motives 
of religion had any power over the hearts of the Indians and they 
encouraged them to work in the spirit of penance. Father Duerinck 
profited by that lively and simple faith and incited them to under­
take greater works and, by making them find a certain abundance 
through agriculture, he made them almost entirely forget the vaga­
bond life of the plains and forests. For the purpose of preparing 
the savages for a more intelligent work, schools of arts and trades 
were established for the young men of the tribe. He made two 
journeys to Washington in order to interest the Government in the 
work and to solicit aid. As a result the schools receive a permanent 
subsidy.57 

De Smet also remarks that when the whites came with the 
usual temptations, the neophytes maintained their first fervor 
and regularity. Father Duerinck was drowned in the Missouri 
River while going on a missionary voyage on December 9, 
185 7· 

Father De Smet continued his work long after the end of 
this period in 1857. In I86o-I86 I he returned to his native 
land and brought over another band of missionaries. When 
h e returned the Civil War had broken out and the government 
had ceased its payments to the Indians. He went to Washing­
ton and urged that they pay lest the Indians join forces with 
the South. This brought immediate payment. In Washing­
ton he had the pleasure of speaking with President Lincoln on . . 
vanous occas10ns. 

In 1862 he was relieved of the position of socius but con­
tinued to be procurator. In I 863 he was instrumental in 
bringing the Sisters of Sainte Marie de N amur to the Buffalo 
Diocese. In the same year he visited the Rocky Mountain 
missions. In the following year he was called upon by the 
government to pacify the Sioux who had revolted against the 
whites. However, on finding General Sully determined to use 
military force against them, he returned to· St. Louis. 58 

57 De Smet, Lettres Clwisies, 1e Serie, 370-385; Laveille, op. cit., 264. 
ss Chi·ttenden and Richardson, op. cit., IV, 812 sqq. 
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He then went to Europe in 1865 and had the pleasure of 
being present at the canonization of St. Peter Canisius and was 
received several times by the Holy Father. In Belgium he 
was made a Chevalier de l' Ordre de Leopold. He brought 
over twelve missionaries of whom five were Belgians, and four 
Sisters of Sainte Marie deN amur. After his return he learned 
that he had been proposed by the Archbishop of St. Louis for 
the new vicariate apostolic of Montana. Again the Father 
General interceded for him, and the honor was given to 
another. 

In 1866 he made his last journey to the Mountains where he 
again acted as pacificator at Fort Benton. He also visited the 
camp of Sitting Bull to prepare the way for future missionaries. 
In 1868-1869 and in 1871 he made voyages to Europe and 
brought back men and money. While in Belgium on the last 
voyage he expressed the desire of remaining to found an apos­
tolic school to prepare future missionaries. Later one of his 
Belgian confreres, Father Boetman, opened such a school at 
Turnhout on the site of the old school of Mr. De Neff. 

Soon after his arrival in .St. Louis in April 1872, he became 
ill. His last public act in Missouri was to christen a new 
boat named the De Smet which was to serve on the Missouri 
River. He died on May 23, I 872, and was buried at Floris­
sant by the side of his many worthy confreres, Fathers Van 
Quickenborne, de Theux, Elet, Van de Velde, Verhaegen, and 
others. Father Van Assche said the funeral Mass and Arch­
bishop P. R. Kenrick preached. Thus passed to his reward 
one of the greatest missionaries of our land. No Jesuit since 
the restoration in I 8 I 4 had gained such widespread celebrity. 
He had collected, principally in Belgium and Holland, over 
1,ooo,ooo francs in money, and many valuable works of art, 
instruments for the laboratories, vestments, sacred vessels, etc. 
He had induced over 100 missionaries to cross the Atlantic to 
the American missions and had traveled over Ioo,ooo miles for 
his Indians, of whom he himself baptized many thousands. 59 

This celebrated missionary also left many writings which 

o9 Precis H istoriques, II ( 1873), 329·330; Laveille, op. cit., 463-464; 
ChiHenden and Richardson, op. cit., I, 107. 
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portray Indian life and the works of the missionaries among 
the Indians: The Indian Missions in the United States under 
the care of the Missouri Province of the Society of f esus 
(Philadelphia, 1841); 60 Letters and Sketches: with a Narra­
tive of a Year's Residence among the Indian Tribes of the 
Rocky Mountains (Philadelphia, 1843); French edition of 
same: Voyages aux M ontagttes-RocheU'ses, et une A mzee de 
Sejour chez les Tribus Indiennes du Vaste Territoire de 
l'Oregon, (Mechlin, 1844); Another French edition (Lille, 
1850); Dutch translation of same (Deventer, n. d.); German 
translation of same (St. Louis, I 86 5) ; I tali an translation of 
same (Palermo, 1847); Oregon Missions, and Travels over the 
Rocky Mountains in I845-I846 (New York, 1847); French 
edition of same: Missions de l'Oregon et Voyages aux iWon­
tagnes-Rocheuses (Ghent, I 848) ; second French edition of 
same (Lyon, 1848); Flemish edition of same (Ghent, 1849); 
Voyage au Grand Desert en I85I (Brussels, 1853); Western 
Missions and Missionaries: a Series of Letters (New York, 
1863) ; French edition of same: Cinquante Nouvelles Lettres 
(Paris and Tournai, 1858); New Indian Sketches, (New York, 
1865); a second edition from same plates (1885). Also, many 
of Father DeSmet's letters have been published in the Annates 
de la Propagation de la Foi of Lyons, the Pnfcis Historiques 
of Brussels and the various Catholic periodicals in the United 
States. 

To these must be added the series of letters published after 
his death: a new edition of his Voyages aux M ontagnes-Roch­
euses, et Sejour chez les Tribus Indiennes de !'Oregon, which 
was augmented with new notes and details (Brussels and 
Paris, I 873) ; an augmented edition of his Voyages dans 
/.'A1nerique Septetlirionale, Oregon (Brussels and Paris, 
1874) ; four new series of letters: Lettres Choisies, ( I849 -
I857) (Brussels, Paris, 1875); Lettres Choisies, (I855-I86I) 
(Brussels, Paris, 1876); Lett1·es Choisies, (I86o-I867) (Brus­
sels, Paris, 1877); Lettres Choisies, (I867-I873) (Brussels, 
I 878). 61 

60 This was really pu·Mished by Father Verhaegen, but 26 of the 34 pages 
were excerpts of the letters of Father De Smet. 

61 Cf. Chittenden and Richardson, op. cit., II, 144-146. 
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Some of the other missionaries who went to Missouri in 
I 823 to start the work under Father Van Quickenborne lived 
lcng after the year 1857 which ended the period. Fathers 
Van Assche and V errydt as well as De Smet survived to cele­
brate the fiftieth anniversary of their entrance into the Society 
( 1821-1871 ). Van Assche died six years later, July 26, 1877, 
at St. Stanislaus at the age of 78. His first charge had been 
Florissant, then St. Charles and in I 840 he was sent back to 
Florissant where he labored practically all of his remaining 
years. He suffered a stroke while going on a sick call on 
May 26, 1877, and died two months later. He was buried at 
Florissant.62 

Father Verrydt lived six years longer. He had been among 
the first professors at St. Louis University and at the same time 
he served the parish of St. John. Later he accompanied 
Father De Smet on his first excursions among the Osages, 
Potawatomies and Kickapoos. During the thirty years he 
labored among the Indians and colonists he built many 
churches and chapels. Finally, he retired to the college at 
Cincinnati where he died in 1883, the last survivor of the orig­
inal band of novices who came to the Missouri missions. He, 
too, was :buried at Florissant. 68 

The oldest surviving brother of the original band was 
Brother Peter De Meyer who had come to America in 1817. 
He died at St. Stanislaus on September I, 1879. 

Thus on the holy ground of the novitiate at Florissant where 
they finished their training in religion and began their priestly 
labors, were united again the remains of some of the most 
valiant apostles of the Church in the United States. In that 
plot rest the remains of De Smet, V erhaegen, De Theux, Van 
Quickenborne, Timmermans, Van de Velde, Helias and "tant 
d'autres zeies J esuites que la Belgique est fiere d'avoir donnee 
ala Compagnie de Jesus eta l'Eglise des Etats-Unis." 64 

Although the year 185 7 has been passed in order to record 
the last years and death of the men who did their great work 

62PdcisHistoriques, VI (1877), 574-575. 
ss Precis H istoriques, XII ( 1883), 234-235. 
6~ Precis Historiques, XII ( 1883), 235. 
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in this last period of our discussion (1840-1857), that year 
marks a new epoch in Belgian missionary activity in America. 
During the last seventeen years there had been a remarkable 
growth of the Church in the regions of the Rocky Mountains, 
especially in the missions founded and directed by Father De 
Smet. The missions between the Mississippi and the Rockies 
progressed rapidly under such capable men as Father Helias 
and his confreres. Thousands and thousands of native Indians 
were brought from the darkness of paganism and many of ad­
vancing whites were led by the good example of the mission­
aries to embrace the faith. Bishoprics were growing up from 
the missionary establishments with which these men dotted the 
Trans-Mississippi West. Indeed, the Catholic Church in the 
western half of the United States owes a great debt of grati­
tude to Father De Smet and his Belgian companions of the 
Society of Jesus. 



CONCLUSION: THE AMERICAN COLLEGE 
OF LOUVAIN (1857) 

THE development of the Church and the creation of new dio­
ceses made necessary a greater supply of the secular clergy. 
Vocations in the new American republic were not sufficient to 
fill the growing need; and the minds of the bishops turned to 
the Old World where they were more plentiful. Since the 
days of Father Nerinckx many Belgians had been brought 
over, but with the exception of those who came with Bishop 
Lefevre the greater number had joined the Orders, especially 
the Society of ] esus. The problem before the prelates, there­
fore, was to find a place to train suitable subjects to recruit 
the ranks of the diocesan clergy. 

When Bishop Spalding was in Belgium in 1852 seeking 
priests for his missions and teachers for the Catholic schools of 
Louisville, he broached the subject to the members of the 
Belgian hierarchy and found them in favor of the foundation 
of a seminary for the Americans missions. Cardinal Sterckx 
of Mechlin even suggested Louvain where the students could 
attend the lectures of the university and thus enjoy the advan­
tage of the best theological training to be secured. He also 
hinted that financial means might be obtained in Belgium. 

At the same time Archbishop Francis Patrick Kenrick of 
Baltimore and some of the other American prelates were con­
sidering the establishment of the American College which 
Pope Pius IX was desirous to have opened in the Eternal City. 
Thus, when Father Kindekens, the Vicar-General of Detroit,. 
went to Rome in I 856 to transact diocesan business, he was em­
powered to make arrangements for the commencement of that 
institution. However, conditions in Rome at the time made it 
impossible to accomplish his mission. He then went to his own 
native country and found circumstances more favorable since 

219 
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many were well disposed to contribute towards the foundation 
of such a college in Belgium. 

After receiving this report of Father Kindekens, Bishops 
Lefevre and Spalding, with the co-operation of most of the 
members of the hierarchy, planned an institution which would 
have a twofold purpose: to train American-born students in the 
Catholic surroundings of Belgium, and to recruit vocations in 
Belgium and other European countries for the work of the 
American missions. This institution was founded at Louvain 
seventy-five years ago. Its official title is: The American 
College of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

This year, I 85 7, marked therefore a new epoch in the influ­
ence of Belgium in the development of the Church in America, 
and saw the beginning of a organized effort to train men for 
the needy American dioceses; from that date the missionary 
work of the Belgians in America multiplied. Nearly all the 
Belgian influence since then has been through the channel of 
the Louvain American College.1 

A long and noble chapter might be written on the contribu­
tion of Belgium during the past seventy-five years ( 185 7-
1932) to the American Church. The American College has 
sent over a thousand well-trained priests, many of whom have 
been elevated to the episcopate in the United States. Among 
the prelates were Archbishop John Seghers (Oregon City), 
Archbishop Francis Janssens (New Orleans), Archbishop 
Patrick W. Riordan (San Francisco), Archbishop Orth (Vic­
toria), Archbishop John Murray (St. Paul) and Archbishop 
John L. Spalding (Peoria), and Bishop Aegidius Junger 
(Nesqually), Bishop Lemmens (Vancouver Island), Bishop 
John Baptist B:r:ondel (Helena), Bishop Joseph Glorieux 
(Boise City), Bishop Camillus P. Maes (Covington), Bishop 
Augustine Van de Vyver (Richmond), Bishop Theophile 
Meerschaert (Oklahoma), Bishop John Joseph O'Connor 
(Newark), Bishop William Stang (Fall River), Bishop Wil­
liam Fox (Green Bay), Bishop John J. Lawler (Lead), 

1. The story of the firs-t fifty years of the Col.lege has been well done by 
Father _Yan der Heyden in hi·s The Louvain American College, r857-I907 
( Louvam, 1909). 
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Bishop Edmund M. Dunne (Peoria) and Bishop Ferdinand 
Brossart (Covington).2 

Many of the alumni-priests of the college have become not­
able missionaries, for example: Father John Van de Mergel of 
Kentucky; Father Adrian J. Croquet, the" Saint of Oregon"; 
Father Brabant and Father de Regge. They have labored in 
practically every state of the union. 

It was through the mediation of the rector of the American 
College that a Belgian faculty was obtained for the Troy Pro­
vincial Seminary ( 1864-1896) which, too, has contributed 
many members to the hierarchy. 

To the contribution of these institutions must be added the 
work of the Apostolic School at Turnhout founded in 1870 on 
the same spot as the celebrated school of Mr. De Neff, which 
has prepared more than 450 missionaries, the greater part for 
America and Asia; the co-operation of the Dames de !'Oeuvre 
des Eglises Pauvres of Brussels who have provided necessities 
for the departing missionaries and have sent thousands of 
dollars worth of vestments to the priests already in the 
missions; Bishop Maes' leadership in the creation of the Cath­
olic University of America which is modeled after the Catholic 
University of Louvain, and many of whose professors studied 
at Louvain, and his part in the foundation of the Priests' 
Eucharistic League as well as the organization of the first 
National Eucharistic Congress. 

Finally a word must be said about the remarkable missionary 
whose sacrifices have made him a hero even in the eyes of the 
world but around whom also is centered the realization of what 
the western world owes to Catholic Belgium. His family 
name, Joseph Deveuster, is now lost in the well-known name 
which he took in religion: Father Damien. 

Belgium indeed may be proud of her spiritual contribution 
to the growth o.f the Catholic Church in the United States. 
In proportion to the extent of her territory and to the small 

2 Bishop Lootens was a Belgian who came to America the year the American 
College was founded. Bishop Chapelle was French but studied at Enghien, 
Belgium. Bishop Gabriels of Ogdensburg was a Belgian. Bishop John 
Farrelly of Cleveland studied at Namur. Bishop Gorman of Reno studied 
at the University of Louvain. 
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number of her subjects who migrated to our shores, she has 
given far more than her share. 

Bishop Stang, who studied in Belgium, expressed the truth 
well when he wrote: "America, I fear, will never be able to 
repay the debt of gratitude which it owes to Flanders; but 
Catholic Americans will be noble enough to remember, at least, 
how Catholic Belgium has, for a number of years, educated and 
supported many of the bravest priests that ever preached the 
Gospel in America. And, to the present hour, she is tireless 
in sending apostolic men to the hardest missionary post of the 
Far West, and providing many an altar on American soil with 
vestments and all that is needed for the celebration of the 
Holy Mysteries." 8 

3 AER, XV (1896), 29. 
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Verheyen, Henry, 90 
Verheyden, Pierre, 157 
Verrydt, Felix, 149, 217 
Veulman, Father, 148 
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Vlaminck, J oannes, IS 
Watteau, Melithon, 40 
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Williart, Nicholas, 30, 59 
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Wouters, Father, 79, 8o 
W uyts, John B., 206 

Xaverian Brothers: foundation, 187; 
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VI 'fA 

jOSEPH ALOYSIUS GRIFFIN was born on February 26, 1901. 
He attended the public schools of Dickson City and Dunmore. 
Penna.; received the degree of Bachelor of Arts at Holy Cross 
College, Worcester, Mass. in 1923; and upon the completion of 
his theological training at St. Bernard's Seminary, Rochester, 
N. Y., he was ordained to the priesthood in June, 192 7 by his 
Excellency Most Rev. Pietro Fumasoni-Biondi. In 1928 he 
entered the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences of the Cath­
olic V niversity of America where he studied American Church 
History under Dr. Peter Guilday and Dr. George B. Strate­
meier; Medieval Institutions under Dr. Guilday; American 
Historical Archives under Dr. Leo Stock; History of Educa­
tion under Msgr. Patrick J. McCormick: and Sociology under 
Dr. Paul H. Furfey. He received the degree of Master of 
Arts in 1930. With the permission of the faculty of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences he pursued the following 
courses at the University of Louvain during the scholastic year 
of 1930-193 I: Historical Criticism and Medieval Church 
History under Dr. A. De Meyer; Hagiography, Institutions of 
J.VIodern Times and Archive Economy under Dr. L. Van der 
Essen; Library Economy under Dr. E. Van Cauwenbergh; 
Paleography and Archeology under Dr. R. Maere; Contem­
porary and Modern History under Dr. C. Terlinden; Heraldry 
and Sigillography under Dr. P. Lefevre. 
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