
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































340 THE BELGIANS, FIRST SETTLERS 

ment of Docks and Ferries, with Charles W. Stani­
ford, C. E., Class of 1881, serving· as Chief Engineer. 

57. Hoboken Pier-s. At Hoboken, N. J ., the piers 
of the North German Lloyd, the Hamburg-American, 
the Holland-American, the Phoenix and the Scandi­
navian-American Steamship Companies were con­
structed by Walter Whittemore, C. E., Class of 1883. 

58. U. S. Battleships. The United States battle­
ships ''Pennsylvania,'' ''Nevada,'' ''Utah,'' ''Idaho,'' 
" :Mississippi," and in fact all of the dreadnoughts con­
structed after and including the ''Oklahoma'' class, 
ar e so arranged, that when going into battle, certain 
selected water-tight divisions are fill ed with air suf­
ficient to keep out water and r etard or prevent sink­
ing in case of penetration. The principles and meth­
ods involved were proposed and perfected by 1\ir. 
W. William Wotherspoon, C. E., class of 1898. 

59. Law. New York Univer sity's most illustrious 
son of the law is Elihu Root (class of 1867). 

60. Columbia Univer-sity. The charter of l{ing's 
College, the original name of Columbia, was granted 
by George II, and finally passed the seals on October 
31, 1754, from which day the college dates its existence. 

King's College played a conspicuous part in secur­
ing and confirming the independence of the United 
States. The Revolutionary "\Var caused a suspension 
of the activities of the college, and in 1776 its build­
ing was used as a military hospital. After eight years 
its work was renewed by Act of the Legislature, May 
1, 1784, under the name of Columbia College. 

Its original site was downtown, in w·hat became 
later the block bounded by College Place, Barclay, 
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Church and Murray Streets. In 1897, the college was 
reorganized as a university. 

61. Fordham Un·iversity. It was not t~ntil 1846 
that the Jesuits again entered New York after a lapse 
of forty years. Bishop Hughes invited the French 
Fathers who were struggling to establish a college in 
Bardstown, Kentucky, to take charge of St. John's at 
Fordham. They accepted the offer and purchased, for 
what was then a very considerable sum, the old Rose 
Hill 1\fansion and subsequently the part which had 
been up to that time occupied by the Diocesan Scm-
• 1nary. 

The first Rector was Father Thebaud, well known 
for his learned works, anti with him vvere men like 
Larkin, Stack, J\furphy, Stallo, J ouin and others. 

The college has given many illustrious men to the 
Church, the bench, the bar, and to civil and military 
life. After many years of difficulties and trials we 
find it today with over five hundred pupils and with 
Law and 11edical Departments. The grounds which 
were once far out in the country now form part of the 
city. 

62. Sarcastic Melyn. Peter Stuyvesant was for­
mally inaugurated governor on May 27, 1647. The 
whole community was present, and listened with eager­
ness to his well prepared speech on the occasion. 

The democratic Belgian, Cornelis J\felyn (already 
mentioned as first settler on Staten Island) who dis­
liked Stuyvesant, afterwards wrote: ''He kept the peo­
ple standing with their heads uncovered for more than 
an hour, while he wore his "chapeau," as if he were 
the Czar of J\1uscovy." 
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63. First official surveyors, 1647. The little village 
of New Amsterdam, with its crooked roads winding 
round hilltops and le.dges, its untidy houses with hog­
pens and chicken coops in front, and tumble-down 
chimneys in the rear, had some surveyors appointed; 
they were : Van Dincklagen, Van der Grist, and Van 
Tienhoven. 

The streets were straightened, great piles of ac­
cumulated rubbish were dumped into the water, and 
a better class of houses was erected under their super-

• • 
VISIOn • . 

64. Fire-Wardens. In 1648, fire-,vardens were ap-
pointed; they were to inspect the chimneys between 
the fort and the Fresh Water Pond. 

For a foul chimney, the owner was fined three guil­
ders. If a house was burned through carelessness in 
that respe~t, the occupant was· fined twenty-five guil­
ders. The fines were to be used to buy hooks, ladders, 
and buckets. 

65. Weekly 'markets, 1648. The Governor estab­
lished a weekly market in the open space before the 
Fort, the green spot which in later days became 
''Bowling Green.'' Here the farmers and butchers 
gathered every Monday. 

66. Notary Public, 1650. Dirck Van Schelluyne, 
a Hague lawyer who was licensed to practice his 
profession in New Amsterdam, opened an office in one 
corner of a grocery store, and hung out a sign ''Notary 
Public." His commissioned duty was "to serv~ proc­
ess and levy executions.'' Later on he became the 
secretary of the Rensselaerswck colony. 
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It was in the upper part of the same grocery that 
Jan Cornelissen had his small school. 

67. Procla1nations about cows and hogs. In 1648, 
Stuyvesant had issued a proclamation that no hogs 
and goats should for the future be pastured between 
the fort and Fresh Water Pond, except within suit­
able inclostires and later on he issued another procla­
mation forbidding the running at large of cows, hogs, 
and goats, ·without a herdsman. Now, in 1650, a gen­
eral la:w waR passed to the effect that "inasmuch as 
the hogs spoil t~w roads and 1nak~ them difficult of 
passage for wagons and carts, every man must stick 
rings through the noses of such animals belonging 
to him.'' 

68. Merchants and Brewers, 1650. The merchants 
of those days dealt in every class of merchandise, and 
raised their own poultry and pork, as well as ma(1e 
their own butter. 

Bre\ving seems to have been a favorite occupation, 
and was a source of much profit. Pieter and tJ a cob 
Couwenhoven, brothers, who came to New Amsterdam 
in 1633, made quite a fortune in that way, and carried 
on at the same time a brisk trade in flour, which was 
bolted in windmills. 

69. lVinter of 1650. This winter was one of great 
severity. It was so cold that "ink froze in the pen." 
There was much distress, as food was scarce and prices 
necessarily high. 
70. New A1nsterda1n gets a ll!lu·rl'icipal GovenMnent, 
1653. We have seen that in 1634 ~1anhattan was named 
''New Amsterdam'' and was invested with the pre-
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rogative of staple right, but there was no grant of 
municipal government. 

Now an interesting moment arrived; a new city ap­
peared in tho annals of the world. Its birth was an­
nounced on the evening of Pebruary 2, 1633, at the 
feast of Candlemas 1 • A proclamation of the governor 
defined its exceedingly limited powers and named its 
first officers. There was nothing in the significant 
scone ·which inspired enthusia.m. It came like a favor 
grndgingly granted. Its privileges were few, and 
even those were subsequently hampered by the most 
illiberal interpretations whieh could be devised. 

Governor Stuyvesant made a speech on the occasion, 
• 

in which he took care to r eveal his intention of making 
all future municipal appointments, instead of submit­
ting the matter to the votes of the citizens, and he gave 
the officer~ distinctly to understand from the first, that 
their existence did not in any way diminish his author­
ity, but that he should often preside at their rneetings, 
~i.nd at all times counsel them in matters of in1portauce. 

'rhere \vero two burgomasters (mayor s) : Arent Van 
llattmn and 1fartin Cregicr; the latter was the pro­
prietor of a sn1all tavern opposite the Bowling Green, 
the site of which l1e purchased in 1643. 

There were five schepens (aldermen): Paulus Van 
der Grist, who owned a sloop with \:vhich he navigated 
the waters nearby, and opened a dry goods store, keep­
ing groceries and knick-knacks, according to village 
custom; J'v[aximilian Van Gheel; Anthony Allard, who . 
was the consignee of a large firm in Holland, and be-
1 In the Catltolic :mel Protestant cltmches, the Fe::.st of the Purification, 

February 2. 
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sides his general wholesale business, he engaged in 
the retail trade for ·we learn by the records that he 
sold a ''hanger'' to Jan Van Cleef ''for as much 
buckwheat as Anthony's fo\vls will eat in six months;'' 
Peter Van Conwenhoven, whom we have already no­
ticed as a wealthy brewer; and "\Villiam Beekman, who 
was the ancestor ·of the well-known Beekman family, 
and his name is perpetuated by two streets, William 
and Beckman. He was for nine years a burgomaster 
of New Amsterdam. The coat-of-arms of the Beek­
ma.ns is the same as that of the Beekmans of Belgium. 

In the n1nuicipality ·the bell-ringer 'vas a notable 
and useful indvidual. He " -as the court messenger, 
the grave digger, the chorister, the reader, and some­
times the schoolmaster. H e seems to have also been 
a general waiter upon the city magistrates. He kept 
the great room in which they assembled in order, 
placed the chairs in their proper and precise posi­
tions, and rang the bell at the hour for coming to­
gether. 

It was the business of the sheriff to convoke and 
preside over this board, to prosecute offenders, and 
to execute judgments. City officials in the Father­
laud were invested with judicial and municipal powers; 
but as uo specific charter had been granted to our 
"City Fathers," their authority was not well defined. 
They heard and settled disputes between parties; 
tried cases for the recovery of debt, for defamation of 
character, for breaches of marriage promise, for as­
sault and theft; and even summoned parents and 
guardians into their presence for withholding their 
consent to the marriage of their children or wards 
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without sufficient cause. They sentenced and com­
mitted to prison like any other court of sessions. All 
their meetings were opened with a solemn and impres­
sive form of prayer. 

A pew was set apart in the church for the "City 
Fathers;' ' and on Sunday mornings these worthies 
left their homes early to meet in the City Hall, from 
which, preceded by tho bell-ringer, carrying their 
cushions of state, they marched in solemn procession 
to the sauctuary in tho fort. Their position was 
eminently respectable, but it had as yet no emolu­
ments. 

71. Fi1·st Councilor. Nicaise de Sillo (a Walloon 
name), an experienced lawyer, ·was commissioned as 
first councilor of the provincial government, July 24, 
1653. 

72. Sala1·ies of Offic·ials. Governor Stuyvesant 
grauting the request hC' had r eceived, 1654, from the 
city magistrates, fixed tho salaries of the burgomaster 
and schepens at, respectively, $140 and $100 per an­
num. 

73. P1·ivat e Librm·y. A noble English woman, 
Lady :Moody, lived in Gravesend; her house contained 
the largest collection of books which had yet been 
brought into the colony. 

74. Clwist1nas and Saint Nicholas. At that time, 
in the Christian countries of Europe, Christmas was 
observed as a r eligious, domestic, and merry-making 
festival. It was often called the "children's festival," 
and the evening was devoted to the giving of presents 
and ''Christmas trees '' were everywhere in vogue. 

In the Catholic church Saint Nicholas is the patron 
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saint of the young boys, and therefore the children's 
festival is celebrated on his feast day, December 6th, 
when the hero of the childish legend of Santa Claus is 
eagerly awaited, with his customary generous distribu­
tion of toys and candies. 

75. Patron Sa·int of New Amsterdam. Saint 
Nicholas, whose in1age presided as the figure-head of 
the boat New Nether land which lJrought the Walloons 
to ~fanhattan Island, and for whom the first church 
had been named, was esteemed the patron saint of 
New Amsterdam. He was also the patron saint of 
Russia. 

Several towns of Belgium and the United States 
bear his name. 

76. New Year's. It was observed by the interchange 
of visits, as is still customary in New York. Cake, 
wine and punch were offered to guests. It was .one 
of the most important social observances of the year, 
and was conducted with much ceremony. Gifts, in fam­
ilies and among intimate friends, were made. All such 
cnstoms still prevail in Europe today. 

77. First Burial Grouud. It was on the west side 
of Broadway, near J\forris Street. 

78. II ouse of .Rotnbouts. Just north of that grave­
yard was the large stone house of Paulus Van der 
Grist, already cited. The orchards and gardens of 
the latter were highly cultivated, and extended to the 
very edge of the North River. Some years later this 
fine property was owned and occupied by the Hon. 
Fran<1ois Rombouts, a Belgian, before mentioned, 
who became Mayor of New York in 1679. 

79. Whitehall. The Governor's house was getting 
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old and rusty. Accordingly Stuyvesant built for him­
self a gubernatorial mansion of hewn stone, and 
ealled it "vVhitehall." It was located upon the street 
which was subsequently named for it. 

80. The TV cdding-Place. The settlement of Harlem 
was commenced through an offer by the government, 
1G59, to give any twenty-five families who \\""ould re­
lnove to that remote part of l\fanhattan Island, a 
eourt and clergyman of their own and a ferry to Long 
I sland. 

lTpon the bank of the Harle1n River u little tavern 
was built, which became quite a resort for pleasure­
}Jarties f rom the city. It \Vas called the "\Vedding­
Placc." The land t ravel at that time was almost ex­
clusively on foot or ou horseback; few wagons had as 
yet reached the country. 

81. Intolerance ancl D espotis?n. Under Governor 
Stuyvesant the entente between officials was not very 
cordial. A leader of the opposition was Adrian \ Tan 
dcr Donck, who, in 1649, went to Holland with a peti­
tion, asking the government to take the colony out of 
the hands of the Company and give it just laws. He 
also carried a severo arraignment of Stuyvesant, 
whoso irritable temper a n<.l covetousness gave ample 
grounds of complaint. 

"Religions bigotry was added to the stout old gov­
ernor's love of power. He hated the Lutherans, the 
Independents, and the Baptists, and issued a procla­
mation that no public religious meetings should be 
held except those in accordance with the Dutch Re­
formed Church. Tho ordinance was often evaded 

' 
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and there were some notable cases in which its viola­
tion was severely pnnisl1ed. '' 

"The worst \vas that of Hobert IIodshoue, a 
Quaker, who, for preaching at Hemstead, L011g Island, 
was sentenced by tho governor to two years of hard 
labor. When he refused to work he was beaten on 
three successive days until he fell to his feet. Then, 
taken before the governor, he woul<.l speak when told 
to hold his tongue, for wl1ich he was hnng np by his 
lw:11ds and beaten until his back was rnw. This also 
was repeated until the populn r mind sickened of it." 

''At last tho govenwr 's sister interceded, and Hod­
Hhone was allowed to go out of the province. In spite 
of such severities tho dissenting churches in New 
~ether laud grew stronger.'' 1 

82. First Newspaper. Twenty-one years elapsed 
from the osta blishment of a new spa per in Boston, be­
foro \Villimn Bradford hegan the "New York Gazette" 
ju October, 1725. It was the fifth newspaper then in 
existence in the American colonies, three having al­
ready been established in 1[nssachusetts and one in 
Philadelphia. 

The first newspaper in Long Island was l\Iorse's 
Gazetteer, published some time before 1798. In June, 
1799, the "Courier and Now York and Long Island 
Advertiser'' was issued. 

83. F ·irst Public Library. In July, 1729, the Rev. 
Dr. 1Iillington, rector of Newington, in England, be­
queathed to the ''Society for Propagating the Gospel,'' 
1642 volumes of miscellaneous works, which hecan1c 
the foundation of tho ''Society Library.'' 
1 Bnss.:>tt. A Sho1·t Hist. of the U. S., p. 74. 
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84. First Catholic Chu1·ch. '' vVithout consulting 
the ecclesiastical authorities, Hector St. .J can de 
Crevecoeur 1

, Jose Roiz Silva, .J a1nPs Stewart and 
Henry Dnttin were iucorporatcd by an Act of the Leg­
islature, J uue 10, 1785, under tho title 'The Trustees 
of the Roman Catholic Church in the City of New 
York.' '' 

'' Crevecoenr applied to the city authorities for per­
mission to holcl Catholic services in the Exchange, an 
ancient hnilding across the foot of Broad Street, in a 
line with '\Vater Street, occupied as a Courthouse, hnt 
consent was refused. Its arches were a favorite stand 
for itinerant preachers." 

"During the summer, Father Whelan, acting on i\1r. 
Silva's advice, bought a lease of five lots owned by the 
Trinity Corporation, at Barclay and Church Streets. A 
carpenter .shop on the plot was fitted up for divine scr­
,·ire. '' 

'' '\Vednesday, Octo her 5, 1785, at the corner of Bar­
clay and Chnrch Streets, in the presence of a crowd of 
spectators, Don Diego de Gardoqui laid the corner­
stone of the first Catholic church in the citv of New 

• 

York-St. Peter's.'':! 
85. First Directory. The first directory of the city 

'of New York dates from 1786. It was printed in large 
type; 33 small pages, 3 x 6 inches, contained the names 
of 933 residents. Two additional leaves in this di­

. rectory have a list of the inhabitants of Brookly11, 
numbering 128 names. 

86. First Bank in the State of New Yo~rk. The orig-
, French Consul General for New York, New Jersey and Conneetieut. 
2 William H. Bennett, Catholic Footsteps in Old New York, pp. 370·3i3. 
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inal location of the "Bank of New York" was No. 
67 St. George Sq nare (afterward changed to Franklin 
Square) and also known as No. 156 Queen Street, af­
terward Pearl Street. 

The building was the well-known \Valton House, 
hnilt by \Villiam vValton in 1752, for a private resi­
deneo. In this building tho "Bm1k of Now York" com­
menced business on Juno 9, 1784. Its first president 
was General Alexander :NicDougall, ancl among tho 
first directors was Alexander Hamiltou.1 

87. First Stock Exchange. rrlwse who composed 
the nucleus of the New York Stock Exchange usC'd 
to meet, 1792, at Tontine Coffee-House, corner of Wall 
and vVater Streets; but the organization of the Ex­
change dates only from 1817. A meeting for "mer­
chants" was established iu 1670, on tho site of what 
is now Exchange Place; they met every Friday morn-
• 1ng. 

88. First Synagogue. The first J owish Synagogue 
in Ne\v York was erected about 1682, with Samuel 
Brown as its minister. The building was located on 
the south side of Beaver Street ncar ~Iill Street. The 
location of this Synagogue is indicated on John 11il­
ler 's l\fa p of New York, 1695. 

89. First Fi1·e Engines. In December, 1732, the first 
fire occurred at which fire engines were used. Two fire 
engines had recently been imported from England, 
and._companies were formed which became the founda­
tions of the Now York Fire Departn1ent. Their effi­
ciency was found greatly to exceed the former method 
1 Domett. Hist. of the Bank of New York. 
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of lines of bucket men, passing the water from hand to 
hand from the nearest 'vells or frorn the river. 

90. First Theatre. An ancient deed, dated 1754, of 
a lot at 144 Fulton Street, mentions that is was sit­
uated "in tho rear of the theatre-lot." This, there­
fore, must have been tho site of the first theatre; it 
stood midway between the present Fulton and John 
Streets, with Its entrance corresponding with No. 17 
in the latter. ln January, 1760, permission was given 
by Do Lancey to build another theatre in Chapel 
Street, near Beckman. In the follovving November it 
was opened, tho tragedy of ''Tho Fair Penitent'' being 
performed. 

The next night was given ''Tho Provoked Hus­
band,'' which one cannot help hoping may have boon a 
farce or a comedy, to relieve the gloom of the tragedy. 
The price~ charged were: boxes, eight shillings; pit, 
five shillings; and gallery, three shillings. Popular sen­
timent in tho future metropolis, vvas so much averse 
to this form of amusement that, in 17G6, the theatre in 
Beekman Street was destroyed by a mob. 

(Tho above notes wore taken from many sources: 
:Martha Lamb, J mncf3 Grant Wilson, niary Booth, 
David Valentino, miscellaneous works on history and 
chronicles.) 

91. fV a1npu1n. First Money. Tho name "wam­
pum'' is closely connected with the early colonial his­
tory of New England and the :1\Eddle Atlantic States, 
and especially with "New Amsterdam." It was 
called ''sea want'' or ''sew an.'' 

At the advent of the whites, it was not only the 
money of the Indians but their jewelry. Universal 
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in its use and unquestioned in its value, it ornamented 
their persons, distinguished the rich from the poor, 
paid ransoms, satisfied tribute, sealed contracts, atoned 
for injuries. In the form of a "belt," it entered 
largely into the ceremonial of Indian diplmnacy, and 
it recorded the various public transactions of the 
tribes. 

It became the most convenient medium of trade not 
only between the Europeans and the red men, but also 
between the various tribes of the Indians themselves, 
and later, owing to the. scarcity of coin, was actually 
used as legal tender by the Whites. 

It was made out of shells, and there were two kinds: 
white and dark purple; the white beads, or peag or 
roanoke, as it was variously called, was made from 
several species of conch (generally Fulgur carica or 
Fulgur caniculata) and the dark purple beads from 
the shell of the quahog or hanl c.lam (Venus n1crcen­
aria). Tho former ·was called "wamptnn," signifying 
white, and the latter '' sncki,'' signifying hlack, and 
though seawant was tho generic name, tho ·word wam­
pum prevailed. 

Fragments of those shells \Yere ground down into 
beads, bored and strung upon the sinews of animals, or 
on hempen thread; tho pnrple beads had t-wice the 
value of the white. 'J1he pnrple was tho gold and tho 
white the silver. Their" exchange" value was several 
times fixed by ordinances. In 1650 tho "currency" of 
the province was again regulated, and ''there being at 
present no other speeie,'' wampum was made lawfully 
current, at the rate of six white or three purple beads 
of "commercial sew an" or of eight white or four pur-
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pie of the "base strung" for one stuyver (two cents). 
Among the English three purple beads or six white 
beads were worth a !Jenny (also two cents). 

A single string of wampum of one fathom (the 
length of the two arms extended) is known to have 
reached, at time of "speculation," a~ high as fonT 
guilders ($1.60) in New Netherland, and five shillings 
( $1.25) in New England. The wampum of the Iro­
quois and New England Indians was inferior in <Jnal­
ity, and rough and badly strung; the ·wampum of the 
l\1anhattans and Long Tslanct \vas the hcst. By degrees, 
l1owever, inferior \\'ampum, loose and unstrung, he­
gan to take the place of the better '' ctnTency,'' nud 
even, in the judgment of the Governor, to threaten 
''the ruin of the country.'' 

The Dutch, in adopting the currency, applied to its 
manufacture the proper tools and 1nade it at Hacken­
sack, N. J. 'l'he coins of Europe wore seldom seen in 
New Netherland, and wampum continued to constitute 
the common curreney of this country lo11g after it 
ceased to belong to the Dutch. On the hauks of the 
1Iudson, ou the shores of the ~1is~issippi, and even ou 
the distant borders of the river Niger, in western 
Africa, the disposition or custon1 of using shells as a 
circulating medinm is found to have been equally com­
mon. 

The schoolmaster in Flatbnsh was paid his salary, 
in 1683, in wheat "wmnpum value." He was bound 
to provide a basin of water for the purpose of baptism, 
for which he received from the parents or sponsors 
twelve stuyvers, "in wampum," for baptism. In 1693, 
the ferriage for each single person from New York 
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to Brooklyn was eight stuyvers in wampum, or a sil­
ver two-pence. For many years, the Sunday contribu­
tions in the churches were made in wampum. 

After a short time the settlers learned to ''counter­
feit" the genuine wampum, first making it in large 
quantities on lathes, and later substituting glass or 
porcelain beads. 

Wampum-making on lathes was kept up until very 
recent times for the western Indian trade, in Hacken­
sack and several other Now Jersey towns. 

In aboriginal days, Long Island seems to have been 
the main seat of the wampum industry, owing to its 
convenient location, many shells used in the manufac­
ture of wampum being found on its shores. 

The Indian name for Long Island, "Si-wan-aki," 
variously translated as ''Land of Shells'' or ''Land of 
Wampum," takes its origin from this source. In most 
shell heaps which are found along its shores from 
Canarsie to Montauk, the shell of tho several local spe­
cies of conch and of hard clam n1ay he found. 

92. Beaver skin-. For a long time, the beaver skin 
also served as currency, the pelt being used instead of 
the coin. 

In 1644, the General Chamber of Accounts r ecom­
mended a series of propositions to the Company, 
namely that ''Amsterdam weights and measures 
should be used throughout New Netherland,'' but the 
use of wampum and beaver-skin went on. 
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FORMER DUTCH COINS, WEIGHTS AND MEAS­
. URES AND THEIR EQUIVALENTS 1 

Co·ins 
Duit ( 1;$ stuiver) .......................... $ .0025 
Stuiver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .02 
Schelling ( 6 stuivers) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12 

Gulden } 20 st.uivers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40 
Carolus gulden · 
Goud gulden ( 1 2/5 guldens) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56 
Daelder ( 1lj2 guldens) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .60 
Ryksdaelder (21f2 guldens). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1. 
Ducaton ( 3 guldens, 3 stuivers) . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26 
Pond Vlaamsch ( 6 guldens) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.40 

Linear Meas'Ures 
Rhineland duim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.03 inches 
Rhineland voet ( 12 duimen) ........ . . 12.36 inches 
Rhineland roede (12 voeten) .... ... ... 12.36 feet 
Amsterdam duim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.013 inches 
Amsterdam voet (11 duimen) .......... 11.143 inches 
Amsterdam roede (13 voeten) ......... 12.071 feet 

lJur gaands ........... ...... 1/20 degree 
3 nautical miles 

Zeemyl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18261 feet 

1/ 15 degree 
Geographische myl . . . . . . . . . . . 4.611 statute miles 

24348 feet 

Square Measures 
Rhineland morgen, (600 square roeden) .... 2.103 acres 
Amsterdam morgen, ( 600 square roeden) .. 2.069 acres 

1 "Van Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts" translated and edited by A. 
J. F. van Laer, pp. 847·849. 



Liquid ~easures 

Oil Wine 

Mengel (mingel ) 1.266 quarts 1.266 quarts 
Stoop ....................... 2 mengelen 

. . . . . . • . . . . . . 2.~32 quarts 
Steekkan ...... .116 mengel en 16 mengel en 

5.064 gallons 5.064 gallons 
Anker ......... I . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 mengel en 

....... . ..... ~ 10.128 gallons 
Viertel . ....... ·I ••••••••••••• , ••• • • •••••• • • 

e • e • e • • e • • • • • I e • • • • + • • • • • o • 

Aam ......•... 1120 mengelen 4 ankers 
37.98 gallons 128 mengelen 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~40.512 gallons 

Ton . ......... . e e e • + ,. e + + e e e e I + • + • • o + • • + • + + 

+ + • • • • • e • • • • + I • • e • e + + + ' • • • • 

Okshoofd. , .... I· . ....... .. . -16 ankers 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 192 mengelen 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.7 68 gallons 

Vat ........... 1717 mengelen 4 okshoofden 
226.93 gallons 728 mengelen 

Hrandy Beer M1:lk 

1.304 quarts 1.28 quarts 1.915 quarts 
............. 11 13/ 19 mengelen~ .......... . 
............. 2.15 quarts 1 ..... ..... . 
15 mengelen 16 mengelen I ••••••••• •• 

4.89 gallons 5.12 gallons I ••••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • ol • • • + + • • + • • • • • • • • I • + • + • + • • • • • 

• • + • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • + • • • • • • • • e I • • • • • • • • • • • 

60 mengelen 1· • • • • • • • • ••••••• • ••••••••••• 

19.56 gallons 1 ........ ..... ..•... .. ....... 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • e • 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • t l • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 128 mengelen 

... ......... ..40.96 gallons 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • • • 

. . . . . . . . . . . 
o • • • • • • • o • o • I o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • 1 • • • • • • • • • • • ••••• ~16 mengelen 
••••••••••• • ·I •••• • •••• • ••••••• 7.66 gallons 

. . .......... . . 

1

243.072 gallons .............. . ..... ..... ...... . . ... ...... . 
Smalton ... .... . . . .. ... . ... . . 31.096 gallons I •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••• I ••••••••••• 

K warteel ...... .. . ... .. ....... 12 smaltonnen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... .......... 1 ••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . -162.192 gallons .............. ... ........... ·I· ......... . 
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D1·y 111 easures 

Wheat Salt Coal 
------1---~---=---1------- --- ---------
Schepel .. .... 0.764 bushels 1.29 bushels . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Zak . .. .. ... . . 3 schepels .. . ......... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

2.292 bushels ............ . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

M udde (mud) . 4 schepels ............ . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

3. 056 bushels ... .. ... . ... . • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Vat .......... ... . .. ....... 
1
4 schepels 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5.16 bushels 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • t • • • • • • • • • 

Last ......... 36 zakkeu • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

27 mudden 
82.512 bushels 

Smal ton. . . . . 1/ 12 last • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I 6.876 bushels ... . ..... ............. ... . 

Honderd. . . . . . ...... . . .... 704.32 bushels ..... ....... . 
Hoed ( hoet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ 1 33.35 bushels 

Ship's last = 3.71 cubic yards, 100.17 cubic feet; 21/z 
tons burden. 

Vim (vinne) == 104 to 108 sheaves. 

Weight s 
Amsterdam ons = 1.085 ounces (avoirdupois). 
Amsterdam pond (16 onsen) == 1 pound- and 1.36 

ounces (avoirdupois). 

' ' They learn to speak one language ; and they raise one flag 
adored 

Over one people evermore, and guard it with the sword; 
In gay hours gazing on its four and forty stars above, 
And hail it with a thousand songs of glory and love. 
Old airs of many a fatherland still mingle with the cheer, 



To make the love more glowing still, the glory still more 
dear-

Drink up-sees out! join hands about! bear chorus all," 
chants he; 

'' 'Tis a good land to fall in with, men, and a pleasant land 
to see!'' 

-(From "Hendrick's Prophecy." The words of 
the refrain in this song are those used by Henry 
Hudson when he sailed his ship through the 
Narrows. ) 

III. The Negroes. 

As labor was ~carce, the charter of '' Freedmns and 
Exemptions'' of 1G29 promised to supply the colonists 
with ''as many blacks as the Company conveniently 
could.'' 

At first they were taken from the Dutch colonies 
in the West Indies, namely Curagoa, and as the colony 
grew, it was recommended, in 1644, that as many ne­
groes should be introduced from Brazil as tho pa­
troons, colonists, and farmers ''would be willing to pay 
for at a fair price.'' The Company had ploclgccl itself 
to a qualified support of the slave trade. 

Governor Stuyvesant kept from thirty to fifty negro 
slaves, besides a number of white servants, constantly 
employed in the improvement of his grounds. 

In 1652 the colonists were allowed to procure ne­
groes from Africa. 

The institution of slavery, as it existed in early times 
in New York, was a source of constant anxiety to the 
inhabitants of the city, arising from the turbulent 
character of that class of the population. This arose 
partly from the fact that the slave trade was then in 
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active operation, and New York was the mart from 
whence the other parts of the colony were supplied. 

A slave market was established where the imported 
negroes were exposed for sale, and where other slaves 
were stood for hire. The 1wgroes when newly arrived, 
were ill at ease, and differed greatly from the same 
class who had been born on the soil. Ignorant of the 
language of the country, and unused to the labor in 
the fields, and to the restraint under which they were 
held, the imported negroes were disposed to deeds of 
desperate outrage. 

Announcement of a sale of slaves : ''To be sold at 
Cruger's Wharf, on board the sloops Rebecca and 
Joseph just arrived from An· ambo in Guinea, a parcel 
of likely young slaves, men, women, and boys.'' The 
price of a negro averaged between one hundred and 
one hundred and fifty dollars. 

The lot 'of the negro under the Dutch, was not so 
hopeless as his situation n1ight lead us to expect. He 
was "a chattel," it is true; hut he could still look for­
ward to the hour " ·hen he too might become a freeman. 
In the years 1644 and 1646, several negroes and their 
wives, who had originally been captured from the 
Spaniards, had been freed from bondage, in conse­
quenee of their long and faithful services. 

To enable them to provide for their support, they 
obtained a grant of land; but as the price of their free­
dom, they were bound to pay yearly twenty-two 
bushels and a half of corn, wheat, peas or beans, and 
one fat hog valued at eight dollars, failing which they 
were to lose their liberty and return again to their 
former state of servitude. 
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The emancipation of the parents did not, however, 
carry with it that of their offspring. ''All their chil­
dren already born, or yet to be born, remained ob­
ligated to serve the Company as slaves." The · fathers 
were moreover obligated to serve "by water or by 
land'' when called upon to do so. The detention of the 
children in slavery, after tbe emancipation of the par­
ents, was highly disapproved of by the commonalty, 
who justly considered it a violation of the law of na­
ture. 

'l,hc "\Vest I11dia Company, in encouraging commerce 
in negro slaves established au institution which unfor­
tunately subsisted many generations after its author­
i tv had ceased . .. 

Under the British, in 1680, a good negro was worth 
about thirty-five pounds ($170) in New York, but as 
the climate of ~fassachusetts "\Yas less genial to the 
African, he did not sell for quite so much there, when 
freshly imported into slavery; Boston had a great 
number of them. In a pamphlet entitled "Report of a 
French Protestant Refugee'' privately printed by I\1r. 
J. Carson Brevoort, of Brooklyn, we read: ''There is 
much cnrions and uo\·el information about Boston, in 
the year 1687. Yon may also own Negroes aHll 
N egresses; there is not a house in Boston, however 
small may be its means, that has not one or hvo. 
Negroes cost from twenty to forty Pistoles1 according 
as they are skillful and robust.'' 

In 1731, there was in N ev{ York a curious law re­
quiring that no negro or Indian slave, above fourteen 
years, should appear in the streets south of the Fresh 
tOld French gold coin, Yarying i n ntluc; about 10 franes. 
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Water Brook (Pearl and Chatham Streets) in the 
night, after an hour succeeding sunset, without a lan­
tern by the light of which they could be plainly seen, 
or else to be in the company with a white person. 

It was only in 1863 that slavery \Vas abolished 
through the initiative of the illustrious statesman 
Abraham Lincoln. On March 6, 1862, he sent to Con­
gress a message recommendiug ''Compensated Eman­
cipation'' and on September 22 came his '' Prelimi­
nary Emandpation Proclamation,'' soon followed, on 
January 1, 1863, by his" Emancipation Proclamation," 
when the negro became a free man. 

Lincoln while a member of Congress voted steadily 
with the Anti-slavery Party, especially opposing the 
extension of slaverv to new territories. The tolera-

" 
tion of slavery \vas always in Lincoln's opinion a kind 
of unhappy necessity; and when the Southern States 
had, by their rebellion, forfeited their claim to the pro­
tection of their peculiar institution, it was an easy 
transition from this view to its withdrawal. 

Tho successive stages by which .this was effected­
tho emancipation of the slaves of Confederates, and 
the offer of compensation for voluntary emancipation, 
followed by the constitutional amendment and uncon-• 

ditional emancipation withon't compensation-·were 
only the natural steps by which a change involving con­
sequences of such vast extent is reached. 

President Lincoln, on April 14, 1865, was shot in 
Ford's Theatre, Washington, by John \Vilkes Booth 
(brother of the better known actor Edwin Booth) and 
expired the following day. 
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Lincoln is universally looked upon as the savior of 
his country, and Washington himself holds no higher 
place in the hearts of the American people. 

''The words of mercy were upon his lips 
~,orgiveness in his heart and on his pen, 
When this vile murderer brought swift eclip~c 
To thoughts of peace on earth, good will to men." 

-ToM TAYLOR. 

TI-IE END 
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