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The Press-Gazette Visits: 

• 
amp1on 

The Death of a Little Boy Near Kaukauna 
Caused Belgians To Settle This Community 

, 
~I I 

B y HARtF. . HO l'.'E 
Proso Gni It• Slaff Wr iter 

CHAM P l 1 - o m .. n can v<•r 
know wl a 1nm fute h ad in mrnd 

hen a li ttl e bo d1l'cl omewhere n a r 
the budding c;ty of Kaukauna hnck 
in 1853, J,u one !Inn ' i. known as a 

erta rnty : 
lf th chtld h:ul no died the co1n­

m un1lies or Kuulrnun:.. , Little 'hute, 
Kirnberly, 'uml)l!Wd Lo ks and oth­
r r nl'arbv would hnv lw 11 set !Pd 
by BPlgi<;n., .111cl not ll olland •rs us 
ha !JC' C'll tlw cast> l!c•r "s how fate 
t;l l.'ppNI in to change the ord e r I 
t v nts wl 1d1 might h,n e tuke11 placl' . 

W1 scon. l!1's rirst Belgian 1mmi­
gr, nts sn!I d f rom their ho11wlnn ~11 
th e ship Qu 11n bee on May 18, 185.l 
On board, th y f II in with soml' ll ol· 
lander who had arr:mgC'd to make 
t h ir home 111 th nl'w lund in thr 

1c111i y of Sh boygan. Tl1l' Belgians, 
a lways a happy , xtrover ted pl'ople , 
li s t ned to the t a! s and njoyed the 

Iolla nd rs and f inally rlec1dpd t o 
m a k their home with th 01 11 ar Sh 

oyg n. 
But. at Sheboygnn, t h y lenrned 

tha t th Holland r s h, d alread .v spok­
en for their lands a11LI had natur.llly 
chosen mo t or t he b s t. ThP n lgrans , 
som wh a t aki n t o the llollandt•rs . d -
cided to try lsewh r 111 \ 1s ,·w1s111, 
i; m wh r wh re p opt spoke the 
languag th y b st und r s oocl. 

Bond of Kinship Ex is ts 
Between the Two 

It is impo rtant t know th nt most 
or th Wis ·onsin Bel gians are from 
t h southe rn pro\ inc so Belgium nnd 
t h refor a r of Lalin 011grn nnd s1 Pak 
Walloon, , Fr n h pflto1 o;; \I h1d1 i· · 
t ,•all a very old forn of 1"rP11ch The.• 
F l • 1111 sh H1•l 1ians, fro1 11 tlw 1101 th 111 

prov1nr s rn t h old 01111t1y, 111e nf 
c; rnwn 01 igi n and :pt•ii k F!Pn11 sh, .1 
D utC'it or Holl and1sh tn111•t1C' . llelg111111 
do •s not hav a langtw g uf its uw 11 . 

1e\·e rth e less, Uw r e 1s a liond of 
k111 sh1p b t1 en ll oll,mdc.•rs nncl the 
B •l gw ns and s it \\'as tlwt Uw RPl ­
g1 .ms of 1853 oft l'n sought ni t Hol­
land rs as n ighbors 

l3ut whrn th '1t lJP: of 011r Bc•l-
gi n fn nds ·am e to sPtt ll' nt SlH'­
boygan, th ter o.,f>l' 111ns of t lte 
land he r had he n tak1•n :111d . 11\<'C' 
the Hollander. dtd 110 • p\'ak t he 
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Fr nch patois- the Bel gians de ided 
o mov • b;e11h r . 

T hey began a trek toward K au­
kaunu whe r ' , th y had h ard, th e 
settlers w r ll olland rs . T hey r a h­
('(I the are or today's Ka ukauna wlwn 
u smtJll boy, th e son of I hilip Hann n, 
grew ill Here t hey pau sed while the 
cl1s tr nu •ht imm1gr, nts so ugh t l ~111d, 

some of whic h thC'y purchas d. 

Group Heeded Advice 
Of Friendly Priest 

But to the little encarnpm •rt arne 
a pri s t or Bay Settlement to tt nd 
he dying boy . He was Father Da ms, 

a Flemish Belgian . He urged th Little 
c aravan not to settle in th Ka uka una 
region nor in the G reen Bay region 
{where th e Belgians loo ked hope fully 
be ause or the French-s p a king s tt-
1 rs there) . Inst ad , he sai , they 
should s ttle near B . y S tt l m nt, a 
Fr nch -sp a klng community wh re 
they would be n a r their own hurch. 

ll appily, th ltttl group drd 
comi ng 1o res t near what wa called 
g n rally Aux Prem ie r S. Re lg s hut 
whi ch came to b ailed R obinson­
ville, after Ch ari s D . Hob rn son, d1-
to r or the G re n Bay Advo ate, a rt 
early newspap r which tarted in 18-16 . 

The name Roi insonvill , givl'n 
om degree of permane nc y a ltttle 

girl , Adele Sri c, who r po rtedly had 
visita tions from the Holy Virgin . ne 
r . ult was th a t a sh r ine and t h n a 
ehurch wa ere t d t h r nnd 1s still 
a mecca tor any 

Name Resulted From 
Battle for Pos t Office 

nu Hobm onvill r eally los t rts 
1icrnw I c<i11se o f a minor di agr e-
111 •nt ov r the pine• o f th post offH· . 
Th f irst was a bit too far for th 
1·1111 ns to t ravel to ( th f irs post­
mus ll'r was Xavi e r Marlin), and t hC'rc 
l'nrne a bi t o r d1 sgrun I m nt until 
two post ff ices wc r e s ta lish d for 
11 hrtrf I err d to • C'e v. h1 c h plac was 
11r-,t . Th b st one wo11, nalurnlly , 
Hnd for tha t reason, nccording to Ar­
thu r D lvaux, 78, whos gre t-grancl-
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father w as one ot Champion's a rli es t 
settle r s, the change of th name from 
RobinsonviJI to hampion came b -
fo re the t urn of the century . 

Cha mpion today sits quietly al ong­
side Coun ty Trunk K , where w ithin 
the im1nediate ar a, om e 35 persons 
Jive in a ging farmhouses which line 
the r oad. Many or them are sec ond, 
third and fourth gen rati on fa rms li ke 
that of Del vaux's. It was th re t ha t 
he w as born an d farmed for some 50 
yea rs , and it was fr om th r tha he 
r ti r ed . 

Although t he tr ade area or Cham­
pion c mes from roughly a thr e­
square mile area, it cont 111s only on e 
gen r a l store , t wo a\' rn s , tw 
hurches (St Jo eph's and he R ob­

inson vill Presby erian). 

D lvaux hims If buil the com­
munity's two tav rns , on o f ther in 
1900 w hen he was 17 ye a r old. and 
the other ju t 25 yea rs a go. 

Stone Blacksmith Sh op 
Is an Old Landmark 

" I can r membe r," h aid, "in 
h da s just a fter prohibition \\'hen 

1 t was h a rd lo get nough b r to 
. Prv ustome r . The hoy us d t o 
c o e in and ay, 'Let's drink Ar hu r 
dry,' and th y'd do it." 

I L to Art hu r that on mus go 
to le. rn much of th e romm1111Jly's his­
tory . He will tell you, for x::impl<', 
th , t t he gene r ;il or wns ll!lt s m · 
52 y a rs a c:o hy Desire De Prey u t 
since h n only tw oth r persons ha\'e 
owned i - L ou is Vincen t n rl it: re:­
cn ropril'lor. J ohn Ropson, who has 
k ep t it he pa t 31 y ars. 

O ne of he old s t tuld1ngs in the 
lilt! strip communi y is he old one 
lilacksm1th hop of two rememh red 
pas ow er , one Boulange r and an­
other, Arthur Pet nort 

P\'rha ps hC' Ide• ho s e In th 
comrnu111ty 1c; ha f Al\·111 and Ru s­
!-.l'll D kas er whose gr a gr ndmo h­
er, Th resa. epp d from h hrp 
which ha enrrrrct her family fr orri 
B lgium , ut she dis mbark d a 
w idow wi h a iny ba y in her a rms . 
Ship ho lera h:id d c1ma ed h r tam-
1h· l ' I rma <'Iv, c;he and th child 
foun hPi r wa~· to Champion wh r 
she wed her st~·ond husba , \Vrllram 
D kas r 

Drank Ga llon of Whiskey 
On Leaving for Army 

\\' tlltam, a stu1dy f llow an also 
a l3 l'lgw n , g.t\' the !rt J ommun1 y 
so m hrn!o( to ta lk al ou t for y ar and 
\'ear" th d. v he lef o h com a 
~old1e r 1n I . 'I\ 11 \\'ar n ha 
lung, hu ·y clc1~" old \\'r lliam drank a 
1!.dl11n o f whrskt' .)' a n carrwd 80 ba~ 
.. r pot ,1 o . at h nbou rno pounds, 
from lw fre lct to th hou <;I.' Th ac· 
complt"h lWnt, ill a fom !ly ory , 
ma\· no ha1 e unpres ed gr at-grand-
1110. her Deka . Pr for she was a :,,turdy 
one. oo 

• he h<td ' .i lkl' to 'l'c·nah o cl a r 
e d eels of ht r ro rt.), th n 40 

a, r "· \I h1ch sl;e purrhd s d fo r ah 
Sl ::!5 t r a cr . a cl :he of« n 1·al eci 
to he D P re· rn111- o h .. e lwr fe 
gn1u11d 

T he f.Jr m. 1111'>\ gro\\ n to I.JO al'r · 
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One of the oldest houses 
in the Belgian community 
of Cha1npion, thi s one be­
catne the home of a brave 
lady iho lost her husband 
and family from ship's 
cholera on her w ay to 
America in the 1850's. Her 
desc endan s st. i ll liv e her e. 

plus 70 ac r o f woodl and , is m ore 
th a n a hundred years old . The house, 
however which is the s econd one 
built on 

1

the sit.e, Is made of red bri ck 
and repla ced th e o ri ginal log d well­
ing . Its a ge ls guessed at a bout 80 
yea rs . 

Russell, a bachelor and a bartend­
er at the Zuider Zee restaurant, lives 
in the old family home with h is m oth­
er and his b r o the r Al vi n a nd family. 

Grandfather Ran Farm 
As Well as Tavern 

It's p retty much " home" fo r t e 
p ai r . Th big box elder trees in t he 
front lawn were planted by Alvin as 
a mall boy (" He h lp d to stamp 
t he e a rth around the roots .") Alvin i 
53; R uss ll is 49. . 

T he far m came to them from thei r 
gr at-grandfa h r, t heir gra nd fathe r 
and their f ather. Grandfather J ule s 
was a busy ma n , for he ran his f rm 
a well a a tavern a c ross Highway 
K, which is no longer a t a v rn but 
t he home of D av id DePeau . B ut once, 
long ago, the oys remem er, there 
wa a n outside owling lley th r , 
a dan e ha ll and a ig, oval r ac 
trac k . It wa at that t avern wh re 
n1any a Belgia n K ermiss began, t he 

ig, g udy h a rv st c I bration wh ich 
the gay Belgians lov so much . 

" We ill have K rm iss, " s a i 
Alv in, "bu t hey're not as hearty as 
t hey used to be. I can r ememb r wh n 
t h y'd t a rt n a unday and n ver 

n until t h e followin g T uesday. At 
t he nd, even the pi s would be d ru nk 
from the was d , stal e e r fo lks 
woul g1\' e th m." 

Among t h e gay a nd happy people 
o f Cham ion ar Mr. and l\fr . \ 11-
liam Hann on . Hannon, a hand ome. 
ou I haired man of 72, came y hi 

unlt ke ly Irish n ame e au e , he aid, 
•·Long ago, wo I rish oy came to 
w rk in A w rp a nd h y marri d 
ome of th e iris In my family " 

Th name Ha nnon, indi puta ly 
r la e. \V ill iam o he hilip who 
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- Skt!C 11 by ll lll Ju re 

\\' illia rn Hannon, 72, a r lative of the boy who \Vas the 
rea on for Champion 

dying son t mpted fate to move th e 
early Belgian to th is r egion . 

\Villiam, a g ntleman or great 
di nity, lives in a n old and lovely 
f arm home wi h his he rful wi e. 
Sine r and frr nd ly, a . are nll th 
people of th is pl asan t community . 
\Vr lliam turn an a t phrase. Wh n 
asked how fol k took th ir rec re a ion 
in t he y ars Jong gone, he smil d and 
s;:iid, "Ay looking a ach oh r a r 

y walking from h re to th re." 

mo re than 60 years ago. l\1y cousi n, 
Vital Hannon, came back from a tr ip 
t o 'fad ison a t ha t t ime . 'i en he \\'a 
there, h e found a ouple ot s ed an 
pu th e m 111 his ,. s pockc . He ga\· 
them to 1ne and I Ian ed them. Now 
we hav e I nty of hade." 

William trll has he f ir"t t rac o r 
h ever ought and. af e r H y r , 
i is s 111 opera 11·e. Bu h re em b rs 
well the many horse they used fo r 
farming on hi Id far m. The ln~t 
ho rse w as sol "fo r fox f o " lL 11 

Century-Old Tree Still years ago. 

P d C f A I And so It is with th is lat r ct. y 
ro uces rop 0 pp es Bel ian vill age which \\'a he \ 'Jf\U<i l 

On h is fron lawn is an a pie tree beginnin g of t he Wisconsin B lg1a n 
of which the Hannons are very proud . fa milies who s pread far int o \ Vis-

1· r a n ury old, it wa s pl a nted Y consin and Door Coun y. N o t o ,. ry 
hi fa h r and to t his day he apples uch h a s chang ed, nd , surely not 
it rodu es ar tasty and I n 1ful. the innate grace and erso a l ha r 

\ illia m r r 1emb r w II. He t the good Belgia n who came h r 
p oi to ano her tre on his lawn a n because a Ii tie boy d ie n r e than 
h says, "I pl n ted tha f ron1 a e a cent ury a go. 
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