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Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 8, 2024 at noon we will hold the Peninsula Belgian American
Club Picnic at the Belgian Heritage Center.

This will be pot luck so please bring a dish to pass; PBAC will furnish the hamburgers, trippe and
beverages.

RSVP by Sept 4 to slampereur@gmail.com for us to plan food needs. Please reply with a number if you

are attending, guests are welcome. If not attending please reply.

You can also call me at (920) 347-0796 Steve Lampereur


mailto:slampereur@gmail.com

Below are some of the Door County Advocate articles about the events happening at the time
that the Peninsula Belgian and American Club (corporate name) began.

Door County Advocate May 29, 1962

At the second organizational meeting held Friday at the Brown county Courthouse Annex in Green Bay,
the following three directors were elected James Francois, Louis Bosman, and Mrs. Albert Vandebosch.,
(Pres. Queen Elizabeth Belgian Club). This action supplemented the previous election of H. J. Leroy of
Brussels as president and Bernard Carot as secretary-treasurer. Robert Parins, Green Bay, was appointed
legal counsel and several suggested actions were taken relative to candidates for further membership
applications one of which was that those accepted at the next organizational meeting would be
accepted as charter members of the new Wisconsin Belgian American club. Plans for a first annual
Belgian Kermiss to be held at the Arena were discussed and held open for further action as was a Fall air
tour. Next meeting to which all persons of Belgian descent are invited will take place at the Brown
County Courthouse Annex at 8 p.m. Tuesday, June 12. HIQ

Door County Advocate July 19, 1962 (Belgian American Club defunct since 1934)

At the last meeting of the Wisconsin Belgian American club in Green Bay it was decided to make all
members up to when the club numbers 100, charter members, and to establish chapters in the various
areas since it is too difficult for those many miles away to make the meetings. Next meeting of the
Appleton chapter is Aug. 14 with a Belgian lunch as a feature.

Door County Advocate July 26, 1962

Well, all can't be roses but am sorry to announce that the expected big first kermiss planned for the
Arena has fallen through and so we will have to content ourselves for this year with our regular "feasts"
although the Wisconsin Belgian American Club is planning a picnic on the 19th of August | believe ...
proceeds to the Villa Madonna . . . but more on that later.

Door County Advocate August 30, 1962

A big tri-state Belgian meeting takes place at Davenport and Moline this weekend. Attending for the
Wisconsin Belgian-American club will be Harry J. Leroy, its president; Honorary Consul William
LaLuzerne; H. J. Quartemont and Louis Jadin. We hope to interest many in our project . . . because it is
national.

Door County Advocate October 2, 1962

Next Friday at Milwaukee the organizational meeting of the Milwaukee chapter of the Belgian American
club ... if you know of anyone of Belgian descent that lives there please let me know so | can pass the
information on to our friend Bob Buehmanri .. . for the first time Belgians will be represented at the Folk
Fair there Nov. 17-18. More later! Per Hank Quartemont



Door County Advocate February 12, 1963
Belgian Village -- Progress and Sidelights -- By Hank Quartemont

It was heartwarming indeed last week when Harry Lampereur (Town Clerk of Union) Namur and |
contacted few people regarding pledges for the upcoming Villa Madonna in Namur with splendid
response for the time we had together, and in a blizzard yet. The enthusiasm is terrific once questions
are answered and there are many of those. While bulk of the funds for the Villa Madonna is not
expected come completely from this territory...it is a proven fact until the local area shows interest
others will not follow rapidly. Arrangements are being made to post the names and amounts of pledges
shortly and yours truly expects to spend some more time out there next week. In the meantime (and
this means you) give it some thought, it will be a wonderful thing for the area, in fact for the county. A
beautiful color photo of the residence is pasted in the Belgian Inn in Namur. In the meantime it was a
delight to see on all the wire services, | saw it in the Appleton Post Crescent, Press Gazette, and the
Sentinel, that Ralph and George, Baudhuin that is, made hay when in Namur, explained all about the
plan for the village and were, feted by officials of the Town of Belgium.

In the Italian Room of the Northland Hotel in Green Bay, Thursday evening, Feb. 21, 7:30 a real treat is in
store for those of Belgian descent and friends will take place. The occasion is the monthly meeting of the
Wisconsin Belgian American Club, the speaker is a famous one, Ernest Prossnitz, of Chicago. Come if you
can. All are welcome. A news story and pictures will follow.

Door County Advocate April 25, 1963
Midwest Belgian Societies Pick Quartemont President

Over 40 delegates from as many societies of persons of Belgian American descent from the midwest
attended the founding of the Federation of Belgian American Societies in an area comprised of North
Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, lllinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio Saturday
last at the consulate building in Chicago. The group represents nearly 50,000 persons born in Belgium
and easily another 150,000 born in America of Belgian descent. Green Bay was selected as the site of the
1963 convention August 31. Sept. 1-2 and H. J. Quartemont, delegate from the Wisconsin Belgian
American club was elected to serve for one year as president of the newly named group. Quartemont is
also Executive Vice President of the Wisconsin Belgian American Club as well as Vice President of the
National Belgian American Village Foundation. Purpose of the federation is to promote the Belgian
cultural heritage in the midwest, coordinate activities of the present existing Belgian American groups
and assist all persons of Belgian descent in the preservation of their cultural heritage and support the
Center for Belgian Culture in Chicago. Plans for the convention by the host club are already in progress
with displays expected from Detroit and most of the Belgian display from the Trade Fair shortly to be
held in Chicago. A complete display and demonstration of Belgian Lace Making will be sent from Moline,
IL. Attending from Green Bay was W. J. LaLuzerne, Honorary Belgian Consul and his son Richard.



St. Amand Cemetery

Walhain, Wisconsin

Dan Zellner, St. Amand cemetery caretaker, and | having been working together for the past
year compiling the plot maps onto a spreadsheet so that interested parties to easily find where
a loved one is buried. We put together a spreadsheet listed the following on each person we
could identify as to: name, and maiden name, name of parents, date of birth, date of death and
location of burial plot (or identify that there is no stone). Although the cemetery looks small,
we concluded that there are more than 240 people buried in St. Amand Cemetery. Many
people were born in Belgium with a burial date in the 1880’s. A binder with this information is
located at the Kewaunee County Historical Society, in Kewaunee, Wisconsin, and at the Belgian
Heritage Center, Namur, Wisconsin. If you would like to receive a copy of the plot map
spreadsheet and the spreadsheet about those buried there, please email me at
garyvandenhouten1947@gmail.com . | also have compiled a binder that has copies of the
obituaries of a large majority of the people buried in the cemetery. A copy is held by Dan
Zellner and one is at the Belgian Heritage Center. If you have any questions about the
cemetery, please contact Dan Zellner at (920) 845-2615.

| also have these spreadsheets available for St. Martin’s Cemetery, Tonet, if anyone is
interested. | completed those a few years ago. The obituary binders are also available at the
Kewaunee County Historical Society and the Belgian Heritage Center.

| hope many of you will find this useful, Gary VandenHouten

Kewauwnee 002654 Laxemncsy
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Meeting minutes PBAC August 15, 2024
Steve Lampereur, President Jack Alexander, Vice President
Gary VandenHouten, Treasurer Vicki Lewis-McKee, Secretary
Meeting called to order by Steve at 6:30 P.M. A prayer was said followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Birthdays: Jim Boulanger on the 20" Theresa Alexander on the 17"
Anniversaries: Bill & Cheri Chaudoir 49 years on the g
Gary & Lori VandenHouten 40 years on the 11%
Jack & Yvonne Alexander 44 years on the 2™
Guests were Nina Olivera & son Luca, Mike Rowe, and Colleen Conner all the way from England
Minutes of the last meeting approved with motion by Bill Chaudoir & 2™ by Jack Alexander
Treasurer’s report approved with motion by Cheryl Chaudoir and 2™ by Therese Alexander
Last month we had a program on the Lime Kilns of Door County

Tonight we have Gary VandenHouten and Jack Alexander talking about the History of the Belgian
American Club

Meeting ended at 7:30
Respectfully submitted,

Vicki Lewis-McKee (Please contact us if you have any additions or corrections to the minutes)

THE BELGIAN EMIGRANTS — Mr. Xavier Martin arrived here last week from his journey
into Southern Minnesota, when he accompanied some 80 Belgians, mainly from this
county, who were seeking more room for farming enterprise. After examining the
available localities, wherever they could be found they settled in Martin County,
Minnesota, where they have purchased a considerable body of land—enough to give
each family at least 40 acres—which will be tilled at once, and got under bearing this
Spring. They have sufficient farming implements, seeds, and team force to go directly at
work with; and, with their energy, we predict that our Southern Minnesota neighbors
will see now unusual evidences of vigor. We wish them the amplest success, and shall
always be glad to hear good tidings from the first Belgian colony in the West.

Per Thursday, April 17, 1879 The Green Bay Advocate



Wisconsin has the largest Belgian community in the United States, with 57,808 Belgian
Americans in 2000. Other states with large Belgian populations include:

e Michigan: 53,135 Belgian Americans in 2000

o lllinois: 34,208 Belgian Americans in 2000

e California: 26,820 Belgian Americans in 2000
e« Minnesota: 15,627 Belgian Americans in 2000
o Florida: 14,751 Belgian Americans in 2000

e New York: 12,034 Belgian Americans in 2000
e Indiana: 11,918 Belgian Americans in 2000

o Texas: 10,595 Belgian Americans in 2000

e Ohio: 9,651 Belgian Americans in 2000

The largest Belgian settlement in North America is in Door County, Wisconsin, where
four Belgian immigrant families founded the town of Brussels in 1858.
Per World Population Review 2024

Donation: Thanks to Chris Bouche for the recent donation of $25

Thanks to Jack Alexander and Gary VandenHouten for their presentation last month of
“The History of Belgian American Clubs in Northeastern Wisconsin.”

Sunday February 2, 2025 at noon (cocktails at 11:30 a.m.) PBAC Holiday Party at the
Rite Place, 1580 Bellevue Street, Green Bay, WI. Guests welcome. We will order off the
menu.



