



Donations


Della & Gerald Clabots	 	 	 	 	 $ 100.00

	 in Memory of Joseph DeKuester

Theresa & Joe Alexander	 	 	 	 $   50.00

	 in Memory of Florence DeDecker

Nicole Jeanquart Smith		 	 	 	 $ 100.00

	 in Memory of Florence DeDecker


KEEPING OUR BELGIAN HERITAGE ALIVE

Peninsula Belgian American Club 

Photo by Adam Urban

Membership 
Renewal


The renewal of your 
membership is due by May 
31.  It runs annually from 
June 1 to May 31 of the next 
year.  Dues are $20 per year 
payable to Peninsula Belgian 
American Club (PBAC) and 
may be sent to Gary 
VandenHouten at 1945 Mills 
Street #506, Green Bay, 
Wisconsin 54302

The Peninsula Belgian American Club is currently planning their 
biennial trip to Belgium in 2024. Members typically stay with 
host families, friends, and relatives throughout the Province of 
Brabant. A 12-day side trip to Germany will be available for the 
Americans, and any Belgians who would like to join the group.


Members will depart from Chicago on September 3, and return 
home on September 23rd. 


The Belgian Heritage Center is also  looking in to a trip to 
Belgium in September/October 2024. We estimate further 
detail will be available in the next couple weeks. 


See inside for further information, including a comparison for 
the two different trips

.


Belgium 2024

January 2024





PENINSULA BELGIAN AMERICAN CLUB

Cordially Invites You to Our

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY 

Sunday, February 4, 2024

11:00 am Cash Bar
Noon Meal (Order off Menu)

 

The Rite Place
1580 Bellevue Street

Bellevue (Green Bay), WI 54311

RESERVATIONS

Please RSVP by JANUARY 24 to provide the names of everyone 
in your group who plans to attend

Call or Email Gary Vanden Houten:  elhoot@charter.net
Mobile:  (920) 382-9638

Members and Non-Members are invited to attend

mailto:elhoot@charter.net


The Oldest Brick Manufacturer
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"Frank" Piraux (1835-1915) from Thorembais-Saint-Trond - 
The oldest brick manufacturer in the northern part of 
Wisconsin 


Frank Piraux is the oldest brick manufacturer in Green Bay. His

property consists of a tract of forty-one lots lying along the 
west shore of East River, in the south ward, three blocks south 
ofMason-street bridge. The business was established in 1867, 
and then gave employment to a force of nine hands, the 
product being all hand-molded. In 1870 a Champion machine 
(horse-power) was set up, and a daily product of 11,000 
turned out. In 1881 steam power was introduced; a sixteen 
horse-power engine employed; Keel’s patent molding 
machine for tile and brick set up ; a force of from eighteen

to twenty hands employed, and the yield for the season 
averaged 20,000 a day. The clay is of fine quality and 
produces both clear red and cream-colored brick. Mr. Piraux is 
a native of Belgium, from which country he emigrated to 
Green Bay in 1855. He was variously employed — in sailing 
on the bay and trading, previous to the establishment of

his yards in 1867. He represented the first ward three years in 
the City Council ; has five children — now in attendance at 
the city schools.


From "History of Northern Wisconsin" By;The Western Historical 
Company (1881)


(The East River brickyard was at the intersection of Goodell and 
Baird. He was owner of considerable improved real estate in Green 
Bay, including a 3 story building on Adams St, between Pine and 
Cherry.)


Submitted by Steve Lampereur


http://BelgianAmerican.org


Peninsula Belgian American Club and Belgian Heritage Center


Corporate Status


The Board of Directors of the PBAC and BHC had two meetings in 2019 to discuss how they can work together 
to benefit each other’s mission.


The PBAC is a 501 (c) (7) Tax-exempt Social Club.  Generally club’s money comes from membership dues or from 
related sources (not acceptable would be renting out space to a business).  Not–for-profit social clubs are 
organized for pleasure and recreation.  Congress exempts these clubs from paying federal income tax, reasoning 
that members band together for mutual enjoyment.  Donations to the club, including dues, are not deductible 
as charitable contributions on the members’ individual tax returns.


The BHC is a 501 (c) (3) Federal tax exempt nonprofit organization.  These are usually public charities, private 
foundations or private operating foundations.  These organizations allow for donors to make tax deductible 
charitable contributions.  It receives a substantial portion of its revenue from the general public or from 
government.  Examples include churches, benevolence organizations, animal welfare agencies, educational 
organizations, etc.


With the understanding of the different missions, but having a mutual benefit, the two organizations will 
continue to operate as they have been with the following “Points of Agreement.” 


1)     The two organizations remain separate and keep their finances separate.


2)     The PBAC’s buildings and contents have transferred to the BHC.  


3)     The PBAC will continue with its member focused activities.  


4)     The BHC will continue to focus on educating the public about local Belgian American history.  


5)     The PBAC has the option of using either building for its meetings.


6)     Both organizations will work collaboratively where our missions overlap.


7)     The officers of each organization are welcome to participate in the business meetings of the other. 




PENINSULA BELGIAN AMERICAN CLUB

Planning is underway for the PBAC biennial trip to Belgium. We will 
be departing Chicago on 9/3 and returning home on 9/23. Travelers 
will depart for Germany on Friday, 9/6 and return on 9/17. Members 
typically stay with host families, friends or relatives. If host families are 
not available, reservations could be made at the Les 3 Clés Hotel in 
Gembloux, at additional cost. During free time, members visit sites in 
Belgium with their host families and attend scheduled events for the 
entire group. If host families are not available, or you prefer to travel 
within Belgium on your own, you would have the option to rent a car. 
Further detail is attached showing the itinerary for Germany, along with the current cost. 


Please reply to Vicki Lewis-McKee at govtswalker@gmail.com, by January 22nd, if you are interested in 
traveling with the group. You will be added to our contact list for travel updates. It is also important that we 
have an accurate count of travelers who will need a host family for lodging and transportation while in 
Belgium. 


If you would like more specific detail about the trip to Germany, please contact Paula Bursa direct at Fox 
Travel 920-336-1001, or pbursa@foxworldtravel.com. 


BELGIAN HERITAGE CENTER

The BHC is looking into a possible trip to Belgium, departing sometime after Labor Day and returning by 
early October. Please contact Sandy Orsted at srorsted@gmail.com, if interested, to get your name on the 
list for travel updates. There should be further detail in the next couple weeks. All days will be spent touring 
within Belgium only. We are planning to stay in three locations (Brussels, Brugges, and Namur), then venture 
out from there each day for site visits by motor coach. There will be free days planned for anybody who 
would like to rent a car and venture out on their own, do genealogy research, or tour around the city on foot. 


BELGIUM 2024


PBAC BHC

20-Day: 9/3 - 9/23 10-14-Days: Mid-September

Lodging in Belgium Host Families (if available), or Hotel Included in Tour Package

Transportation in Belgium Host Families (if available), or Rental Car Included in Tour Package

Airport Transfer Host Families (if available), or Other Included in Tour Package

Events Events planned for the group by the Wallonie 
WI Society: TBD

TBD - possible receptions in 
Grez-Doiceau and/or Namur

Attend 50th Anniversary Celebration for the Wallonie WI Society

Motor Coach Tours 12-Day Motor Coach Tour to Germany Tour within Belgium Only

Site Visits in Belgium Host Families (if available), or Car Rental Tour by Motor Coach

Included in Tour Package

Cost $3871pp (additional cost may be needed 

for hotel or car rental)

TBD

mailto:govtswalker@gmail.com
mailto:pbursa@foxworldtravel.com
mailto:srorsted@gmail.com


Please make checks payable to “PBAC” and mail along with this form to:

Gary VandenHouten, 1945 Mills Street #506, Green Bay, WI 54302 
* Please include a SASE if you would like a membership card*

PBAC DONATION or MEMBERSHIP FORM

The Peninsula Belgian American Club is a non-profit organization that depends 

on your support to keep our Belgian Heritage Alive!! 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________________________ State _________________ Zip ______________________

Primary Phone: _________________________________Email: ________________________________________________________

	 Check if you do not want your contact information shared with other PBAC members.

 
O I would like to make a donation to PBAC in the

amount of $_________________________________________

Please apply my donation to:

O General Fund
O Other: ____________________________________

O In Memory/Honor of: 
_____________________________________________________

TO MAKE A DONATION, COMPLETE THIS BOX: TO BECOME A NEW MEMBER or PAY RENEWAL 
DUES COMPLETE THIS BOX:

 
O  $20  - New Member 1-Year

O  $20 -  Renewal - 1-Year Membership

Membership Renewal is due on 
May 31 each year

All membership fees will be applied to the PBAC general 
operating account.

Peninsula Belgian American Club

Gary VandenHouten

1945 Mills St #506

Green Bay, WI 54302


