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FOREWORD

There are movements which seek Christian Unity in ways
that foster cooperation among various communions at local,
regional, national and international levels. There is also a
movement, which seeks not only the just-mentioned
ecumenism, but also unity without uniformity within local
churches. This is the Community Church Movement.

Since the early 19806 the churches of this Movement have
had in their memberships persons of various Christian
traditions. Free to fashion its own worship forms, most often
a church in this Movement has utilized Protestant practices.
However, when a church® membership has been comprised
mainly of persons with Orthodox or Catholic backgrounds, it
has preserved one of these worship traditions.

In 1923, two organizations emerged within the Community
Church Movement. One was an alliance of professional
church workers and another was an association of churches.
This second organization, in 1950, merged with a third
organization in the Movement to form the current
International Council of Community Churches.

As the reader will discover, Bishop Theriault has provided
us not only with a biography of Msgr. Vilatte, but also a
history of various organizations dedicated to the preservation
of some cherished Episcopal and Catholic traditions while
attempting to answer the prayer of the Christ that his
followers be united.

The Rev. Dr. J. Ralph Shotwell
Executive Director Emeritus
The International Council of Community Churches
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helpful in understanding Msgr. Vilatte® ministry;
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and Prelate Commander of our Traditional Order of the
Crown of Thorns, who shared with us the affirmation by
the late Patriarch Ignatius Jacob |11 (1912-1980), in his
history of the Church in India (written in Arabic), that
Msgr. Vilatte was consecrated Metropolitan for a new
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Robillard of Brussels, Wisconsin, his cousin Glennie
(Robillard) DeBroux and her son-in-law Charles Enigl of
Green Bay, for providing information and photos on the
French Canadian families at the founding of the church
iIn Wisconsin: the Laviolettes, the Pelletiers, the
Robillards and others;

Colonel (Ret) Steven F. Donarski of Green Bay who
provided photographs of the bell purchased by Msgr.
Vilatte for Saint Louis Church. His mother, Mrs. Eva
(Derepkowski) Donarski, was baptized by Father J.B.
Gauthier.

The late Paul and Rene Durand of Minnesota who have
provided useful documents by their father, Msgr. Casimir



F. Durand and on his work as our second Bishop
Ordinary between 1922 and 1957, and as Presiding
Bishop of the American Catholic Church, from 1940 to
1957. Also Mrs. Bonnie (Durand) Norman, Rene®
daughter.

Dr. Richard Lougheed, professor at the Facult® de
Th®ologie £vang@®lique in Montreal; Dr. Daniel Shute,
librarian at the Presbyterian College, Montreal, and Dr.
Allan P@&uegnat, Custodian of Father Chiniquy®
Archives, who supported us in our project by providing
highly valued information and documents. Dr. P@juegnat
shared photographs and researched the reformer®
Pastoré Register, where he found Msgr. Vilatte listed
among communicants he has received in St. Anne®
Church and ministers he has trained in his seminary;
Mr. Gary Bishop and Mrs. Barbara Davies of the St.
Joseph Island Historical Society, and Mrs. Shirley Lukala
of the Browlee® Tourist Cabins, Gawas Bay, for
providing us with a description and picture of Our Lady
of the Lake Mission House and Lot in St. Joseph Island
(Algoma Co.), Ontario, dating from the time it was
established by Msgr. Vilatte;

Dr. Bertil Persson, President of St. Ephrem& Institute,
Solna, Sweden, for having shared information and
documents with us, including his Biographical Sketch on
Msgr. Vilatte and his Biographical Sketch on Swedish
American Bishop Axel Z. Fryxell, who consecrated our
Second Ordinary, Casimir F. Durand;

Mrs. Renae Wuerger, Coordinator of Public Relations for
the Roman Catholic Diocese of Green Bay, Wisconsin,
and Sister Ella Kaster, former Diocesan Archivist, who
have given us access to the rich documentation on
Bishop Vilatte assembled by former Vicar General J.A.
Marx. This documentation provides appreciated details
on the last years of his life at the Cistercian Abbaye in
Pont Colbert near Versailles, France.



Our gratitude goes equally to the following organizations and
persons:

The Cercle G&®®alogique de Versailles et des Yvelines
(CGVY) for permission to reproduce the picture of the
Abbaye Sainte-Marie du Pont-Colbert, Versailles, that
appears on the cover of the CGVY book LAbbaye
cistercienne du Pont Colbert © Versailles by Jean Vatus;
The Parkview Health and Rehabilitation Center, Brown
County, Wisconsin, U.S.A., for permission to use the
painting of the Holy Trinity from the Christian Catholic
Cathedral of St. Louis, King of France, in Green Bay.
This painting is now hanging in the center chapel, 2900
St. Anthony Drive, Green Bay;,

The University College of Cape Breton in Sydney, Nova
Scotia, for authorization to reproduce the painting of
Eustache Le Sueur (1617-1655), representing St. Louis,
King of France, holding the Crown of Thorns, which is
part of the University College Art Gallery Permanent
Collection.

And many others, among whom we want to mention:

Bishop Thierry Teyssot of the Gallican Church at
Bordeaux (Gazinet Apostolic Tradition), who provided
texts on the implication of Msgr. Vilatte in the Movement
of the Cultuelles (Religious Associations of Worship) in
France and the restoration of the Gallican Church;
Msgr. Maurice Cantor, General Superintendent for
France, |.C.C.C., who shared information on his
Community Church of Sainte Marie in Mont Saint-
Aignan, near Rouen, France;

Monsieur Jean-Fran-ois Mayer from Fribourg,
Switzerland, who sent us Carmo Azevedo® book on the
life of Mar Julius Alvares, Syriac Orthodox Bishop of
Colombo, Sri Lanka (1836-1923) and also Sunny
Thomaso6book on the life of Saint Gregory of Parumala



(Mar George Gregorius), Syriac Orthodox Bishop of
Niranam, India (1848-1902). Both bishops consecrated
Msgr. Vilatte in 1892;

Mrs. Gwendolyn S. Robinson, Co-ordinator of the
Heritage Room of the W.1.S.H. Centre, Woodstock
Institute, in Chatham, Ontario, for sharing memories
and paper clippings on the African-Canadian Episcopal
Community Church of Chatham (Victoria Chapel);

Mrs. Jean Dickson, Librarian at the State University of
New York, Buffalo, who provided documentation on the
Right Rev. Stefan Kaminski, consecrated by Msgr. Vilatte
as Suffragan Bishop in charge of Polish-speaking
parishes (1898);

Monsieur Yves Larocque, Director General of the
Municipality of Notre-Dame-du-Laus, Quebec, who was
kind enough to receive me at his municipal office;
showed me around the church where Rene Vilatte
conducted divine service and gave me useful information
for my research.



CHRONOLOGY

1854

1857

1867

1871

1874

1877

1878

1880

1881

1882

Born in Paris, France, on January 24.

Childhood in the Province of Maine. Influence of the Petite £glise, an
Independent Catholic body. Around the same time was founded a
French-Canadian Community Organization of Religion (C.O.R.)
Movement under the influence of Quebec reformer priest Charles
Chiniquy (1809-1899), of whom he was to become disciple. Out of this
movement came the Christian Catholic Church (C.C.C.), recorded in
Kankakee County District Court, Illinois (1859).

Educated by the Christian Brothers at Lyc®e Saint-Nicolas de
Vaugirard in Paris. They had him confirmed in June, at Notre Dame
Cathedral, by Archbishop Georges Darboy.

Military service: Franco-German War.

Teacher in the Gatineau-Li vre district, Quebec. Assisted Father
Eugene Trinquier at the Mission of Notre-Dame-du-Laus.

Entered the Order of the Christian Brothers and did his novitiate in
Namur, Belgium.

He left the order and came back to Canada. He wanted to upgrade
himself and meet the requirements for entering seminary. For that
purpose, he embarked on a postsecondary program (B.A. level) at the
College of Saint Laurent, Quebec (a suburb of Montreal). It was the
period of great evangelization campaigns by Fr. Chiniquy, under the
auspices of the Soci®® missionnaire canadienne-fran-aise (S.M.C.F.),
1875-1880.

Attended Fr. Chiniquy® sermons at the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church held in Montreal 9-18 June.

Taught at the Pointe aux Trembles Institute (suburb of Montreal) and
did bible colportage and teaching for the Institut M@hodiste Fran-ais
in Montreal. Also did supply teaching in Montreal. In October, he
entered the ministerial training program at McGill University: French
Theology Department (Presbyterian College), Montreal, Quebec.

Missionary in Fall River, Massachusetts, during vacation (April to



1883

1884

1885

1886

1887

1888

1889

1890

September) at Pleasant Street French Congregational Church and in
New York at the French Congregational Church (1883).

Seminarian at Saviour Ministerial Training School (Coll ge du
Sauveur), St. Anne, lllinois, under Father Chiniquy. Admitted as
official communicant, St. Anne Church.

Sent by Fr. Chiniquy to Green Bay, Wisconsin (WI), as a missionary in
the C.O.R. Movement (C.C.C.) among the Belgians and the French-
Canadians of Wisconsin. Asked to lead the movement as pastor.
Referred by Fr. Chiniquy to Gallican Church Rector Hyacinthe Loyson,
former parish priest in Geneva, under Swiss Christian (Old) Catholic
bishop Edward Herzog.

On March 28, admitted to a special course of study at Nashota House
Seminary. Ordained Christian Catholic priest 7 June in Berne. Bon
Pasteur (Good Shepherd) Mission established in Little Sturgeon.

£glise du Pr@cieux-Sang (Precious Blood Church) erected in Gardner,
Wisconsin. Published Catechisme and Livre de pri®e " lausage des
catholigues-chr®iens based on Swiss Prayer Book. Determined to
build a college or seminary. Father Ernest de Beaumont recruited as
President.

Published tract called Appeal for Assistance in Building an Old
Catholic College. Land obtained in Sturgeon Bay from the Business
Men Association. Father Erastus Proth recruited as Assistant for
Pr@cieux-Sang Gardner.

Founded the Society of the Precious Blood (S.P.B.) on July 1 at
Gardner, Wisconsin, with former Christian Brother Jean-Baptiste
Gauthier. Pro-cathedral church of Sainte-Marie (St. Mary& Church)
established in Duval, WI. On June 6, formation of a Diocesan Council,
with Guillaume Barrette and £douard Debecker as Trustees.

Jean-Baptiste Gauthier, S.P.B. ordained priest 28 October in Berne,
and appointed rector of Precious Blood Church, Gardner. General
Assembly held in St. Mary& Church, Duval, on November 16. Father
Vilatte elected bishop of C.C.C. and faith and order declaration made.
Bernard Harding admitted to the S.P.B. on July 1. Took the religious
name Augustine de Angelis. Later ordained by Msgr. Vilatte.

Incorporation of the Diocese on February 13 in Kewaunee Co., WI.
Rev. B.E. Harding appointed Secretary. On June 6, Augustin Marchand
added to the Board of Trustees. He authored the book Ecclesiastical
Relations between Old Catholics of America and Foreign
Churches (1892) with trustees Barrette and Debecker. Faith and
Order declaration published, with the title A Sketch of the Belief of



1891

1892

1893

1894

1895

1896

the Old Catholics.

Traveled to Colombo, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), to be consecrated in the
Western Rite of the Syriac Patriarchate of Antioch, leaving from New
York on July 15.

Consecrated 29 May by Msgr. Antonio F.X. Alvares, Bishop of the
Western Rite under Antioch (Independent Catholic Church of Ceylon,
Goa and India), assisted by the Syriac Antiochean Bishops of Niranam
and of Kottayam, India: Mar George Gregorius (St. Gregory of
Parumala) and Mar Paul Athanasius. Inaugurated his episcopal
ministry at Duval on August 5. English-speaking mission established in
West Sutton, Massachusetts in the month of August. Edward R.
Knowles ordained as priest in charge. First Mass of Green Bay Mission
on August 24 (25 families). Started publication of a diocesan paper
called The Old Catholic.

Appointed Grand Master (G.M.) of the Order of the Crown of Thorns
(O.C.T.) in succession to G.M. the Rev. Gaston J. Fercken. Published
Statutes of the Chivalrous and Religious Order of the Crown of
Thorns (August 11). Had a booth in the World Parliament of Religions
held in Chicago from September 11 to 18, in conjunction with the
Columbian Exposition. New church (St. Joseph) established at
Walhain, Brown County, on All Saints Day. Also in November,
published Encyclical to All the Bishops Claiming to Be of the
Apostolic Succession and the booklet St. Peter in Rome. Episcopal
ministration to Independent Polish Catholics: dedicated a church for
them at Detroit, Michigan, on December 24. Rector Dominic Kolasinski
incardinated.

Father Florent de Menlenane, a priest in Roman Orders, received for
ministry at Duval and Green Bay. Sisters Marie Ashmun and Anne
Schoen joined the S.P.B. Synod of Cleveland, Ohio, August 19-20:
church declared composed of different nationalities. Polish church
dedicated and priests ordained (A. Kolaszewski and S. Kaminski).
American Catholic Church (A.C.C.) established as council of churches
and Polish-speaking constituency organized.

Church of St. Louis de France inaugurated in Green Bay. Rev. B.E.
Harding appointed rector. Also installed as Grand Prior of the O.C.T.
and Superior of the S.P.B. All Saints Polish Parish, Chicago, and its
rector Anton Kozlowski received into the church.

Smaller Missal published on January 9 (an abridged translation of
the French Prayer Book). Beginning of Quebec missions on May 5.
Reverend Etienne C!t® pastor in Montreal, and Reverend J.B.
Gauthier, in Saint Ursula Falls, Maskinonge County. Polish parish



1897

1898

1899

1900

established at Buffalo, New York on May 20. In May, ordained Anthony
Pilzak for a Lithuanian Mission in Buffalo. The same month, meeting
with group of French Canadians from Danielson, Connecticut (M.
Bessette, E. Jett®, C. Leclair) who wanted to organize a congregation.
Valentine Gawrychowski and Casimir Grzybowski ordained 14 August
in Green Bay for Polish ministry. Also ordained: Edward Donkin for St.
Louis, Green Bay (October 26), and £douard Bovard, Nicolas Pleimling
and George Reader for ministry in Wisconsin. At a synod held in
Buffalo (50 delegates) on September 19, the Rev. S. Kaminski was
elected as coadjutor bishop in charge of the Polish constituency.

Ordained Rev. Edgar Sneed for ministry in Wyoming. Approved project
of having S.P.B. religious live under Benedictine Rule. Leader: Rev.
B.E. Harding, who took the name Brother William. On August 7, 100
acres of land bought in Emery, Wisconsin. Sisters Marie and Anne
were part of the project. Their goal was to open an orphanage in the
monastery. Episcopal election of Rev. Kaminski confirmed by the
church based on the positive results of a consultation launched on May
11 (Rev. E. Donkin in charge). Rev. Kozlowski of Chicago did not
acquiesce in the result and was consecrated rival bishop by European
Old Catholics at Berne on November 21. St. Mary® Church opened in
Buffalo on October 1 by Rev. Donkin. Clergy conference held in
Chicago on December 16.

In the month of February, took decision to transfer the episcopal see
to Canada. Rectories and lands at Duval and Green Bay were sold.
Money to be used to buy land and property in Saint Joseph Island
(Algoma County), Ontario (June 8, 1898). On March 21, consecrated
Stefan Kaminski in Buffalo. On April 19, ordained Flavien A. Minguy as
parish priest for St. Mary®&, Duval. Traveled to the United Kingdom. In
June, visited Bishop Frederick G. Lee of the Order of Corporate
Reunion, in Dorchester. Stayed with Benedictine Monks at Llanthony
Abbey, South Wales. On July 27, ordained priest Dom Ignatius of
Jesus (J.L. Lyne) and blessed him as Father Abbot of the monastery.
He also ordained Dom Itud Mary of the Epiphany (A.C. Cobb) and
blessed Mother Tudfil (Jessie Dew) as Prioress.

In January and February, spent time with Dom J. Parisot at the
Benedictine Abbey of Ligug®in Poitou, France. Dom Parisot authored
the book Mgr Vilatte, fondateur de I&Eglise vieille-catholique en
Am@rique. Through his instrumentality, Bishop Vilatte was Grand
Master of the Order of the Militia of Jesus Christ. Also, in the same
year, he became Grand Master of the Order of the Lion and Black
Cross (O.L.B.C.).

Franco-American House established at 199 Pereire Blvd in Paris. On
May 6, he consecrated Padre Paulo Miraglia-Gullotti as Bishop for a



1902

1903

1904

1905

1906

1907

1908

C.O.R. movement in Italy and as Prelate Commander of the O.C.T.
Also, C.O.R. project in France, with O.C.T. Sir Knight the Rev. J.E.
Houssaye. Priests A. Ribourg and J. Constantin ordained in Paris.
Death of former diocesan trustee Augustin Marchand on October 8.
Burial in Duval by Father F.A. Minguy. Mission Notre Dame du Lac (Our
Lady of the Lake) inaugurated in mid-October on Saint Joseph Island
(Algoma), Ontario, Canada.

In January, published Letter Concerning the Acceptance of the
Protestant Episcopal Faith by Bishop Kozlow ski. Also through
correspondence with the Department of the Interior in Ottawa (1902-
1904), developed a scheme for establishing a community church
colony in Western Canada with farmers from Europe. Helped in the
development of the mission in Montreal. Admitted to the O.C.T. the
Rev. Dr. Ernest C. Margrander, professor of theology in Chicago.

On April 3, ordained Franciszek Kanski priest for the Polish Parish of
Transfiguration in Chicago. On June 14, consecrated the Rev. Henry
Marsh-Edwards bishop at Bournemouth for the church in England. Also
ordained two priests, (possibly) including former Llanthony Abbey
monk Maurice G. Stannard.

Made Dr. Margrander his theological advisor. Gave Msgr. Miraglia-
Gullotti of Italy authority to consecrate Sir Knight the Rev. J.E.
Houssaye bishop for France and Prelate Commander of O.C.T., 4
December. Ordained T. Jakimowicz, A. de Lubicz, J. Tomaszewski and
Gustave Panchaud for ministry in Greater Chicago.

Law of Separation of Church and State promulgated in France (9
December). Religious Associations of Worship (C.O.R.) Movement
began. Clergy conference held in Chicago on December 17. Priests
renewed their vows to Msgr. Vilatte.

In France, helped priests and politicians to structure the Religious
Associations of Worship (Community Church) Movement.

Leader of the French Community Church Movement (Gallican)
centered in Paris. On January 23, inaugurated £glise des Saints-
Apttres at 22 Legendre Street. Priests incardinated: P. Fat' me, G.
Darragon, F. Meillon, L.A. Duhamel, J. Ruelle. Ordained Louis-Fran-ois
Giraud (June 21), who was to become his Vicar General in France.
Italian-American C.O.R. Movement started in Ohio by the Rev. Luigi
Lops. Church centre in Youngstown, dedicated to San Rocco.

Back in North America. Stayed in Montreal. Around that time ordained
Ed Od\eill priest for ministry in Canada. Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti
appointed bishop auxiliary, in charge of the Italian-American
constituency. Before leaving Europe for the U.S.A., he was granted



1909

1910

1911

1912

1913

1915

authority to consecrate William P. Whitebrook as bishop for the church
in England, on December 27. Father William (Harding), S.P.B., and
five religious formed the Benedictine Abbey of St. Dunstan.

Presided over synod at Notre Dame Polish Church in Winnipeg, 6-8
March. Received Rev. Paul Markiewicz into the clergy and ordained two
monks from Llanthony Abbey (South Wales): Gildas Taylor and Asaph
Harris (also blessed as Abbot in succession to Dom Ignatius). In the
Spring, took up residence in Chicago, where he published the booklet
Apostolic Reunion in America.

Declaration of Ecclesiastical Principles made on January 6 jointly
with Msgr. Kaminski and Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti. Vilatteville founded in
Chihuahua, Mexico, on July 18: a communal settlement under the
auspices of the S.P.B. (Dismembered 10 May 1911 due to troubles
caused by Mexican Revolution. Colonists transferred to New Mexico.)
Former R.C. priest Enrico C. Carfora admitted to the Italian American
Constituency and as successor to Rev. Lops in Youngstown, Ohio.

Msgr. Kaminski entered into eternal rest on September 19. New
church (St. Anne®) organized among Bohemian Americans at
Montpelier (Kewaunee County), Wisconsin, on July 26.

Italian American constituency incorporated as National Diocese in
Ohio, on June 14. Reverend Carfora consecrated as bishop ordinary.

On April 15, Hungarian American constituency organized in South
Bend, Michigan. Rector Viktor de Kubyiny consecrated bishop and
invested as knight commander of O.C.T. Bohemian church at
Montpelier, Wisconsin, incorporated 22 September, with Rev. Lops as
rector. He also ministered at Gardner and at Duval. On November 16,
in New Jersey, Polish American Synod elected Josef Zielonka bishop.
He was consecrated by Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti.

On June 20, Frederick E.J. Lloyd was ordained priest for Chicago and
Samuel G. Lines for Los Angeles. American Catholic (Community)
Church Council (A.C.C.) incorporated in Illinois on July 13, 1915. In
August Rev. Timothy V. Peshkoff ordained for an Eastern Rite
constituency. November 6, Rev. Antonio Lenza received into the
church with his parish of San Antonio de Padua, Hackensack, N.J. On
December 29, Rev. F.E.J. Lloyd consecrated as Bishop of Illinois. At
that time, former Manitoba (Canada) R.C. missionary Casimir F.
Durand ordained for St. David& Chicago and appointed as assistant
(French ministry) at Our Lady Church. Also ordained: Rene Louis
Zawistowski for Polish ministry in Central Falls, Rhode Island.



1916

1917

1918

1919

1920

1921

1922

1923

On May 9, Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti, half paralyzed came to live at Our
Lady parish rectory in Chicago, with Msgr. Vilatte.

On October 24, birth of Rev. Durand® twin sons Rene and Paul, thus
named after Msgr. Vilatte and Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti. On December
16, board of trustees formed in Central Falls, Rhode Island (RI), for
the purpose of building a Polish church. Members included Albert
Ogara and Stanley Chmura.

Msgr. Miraglia-Gullotti entered into eternal rest in Chicago on July 25.
Msgr. Carfora brought the Italian National Diocese under Old Roman
Catholic bishop de Landas (whom he succeeded in 1919). Rev.
Franciszek Kanski mitred. Rev. C.F. Durand missionary in Windsor,
Ontario. Centre located at 245 Ouellette Avenue. Also Principal of
A.C.C. Consistory Theological Department.

Established Our Lady of Nazareth Orphanage and Convalescent Home
in Chicago. On May 18, dedicated new Polish church in Central Falls,
Rhode Island.

Presided synod in Chicago on April 10. Swedish American constituency
formed under Bishop Carl Nybladh, consecrated on December 5.

Ordained to the priesthood in Chicago, on September 27: George A.
McGuire, M.D. and William Ernest J. Robertson for an African-American
constituency (called African Orthodox Church/AOC). On September 28,
Fathers Durand and Robertson assisted at and witnessed the
consecration, by Msgr. Vilatte, of Dr. McGuire as Bishop Ordinary of
the AOC. The Right Rev. Nybladh was co-consecrator.

Death of Father Jean Baptiste Gauthier in Green Bay (20 June).
Wisconsin churches at Duval, Gardner and Green Bay turned into
Anglican Rite parishes of the Diocese of Fond du Lac.

In March admitted Bishop G.A. McGuire into O.C.T. as knight
commander. Invested him in June at Good Shepherd Church (AOC),
New York. During the same ceremony, his wife Ada and Dr. Marie
Louise Montague, president and founder of the International Humanity
League, received the distinction called Le Grand Prix Humanitaire.
Approved the founding of a parish church in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
by Rev. C.F. Durand. In the month of June, having appointed Bishop
Lloyd President of the A.C.C. and having put Father Durand in charge
of the French-speaking Christian Catholics, he went into retirement to
France. In October, at Gargan, he established Oeuvre Notre-Dame de
France: an extension of the Church in America. On October 10, he
issued a bull allowing the consecration (on November 18) of Rev. W.E.
Robertson as Coadjutor to Bishop G.A. McGuire. On December 6, he
appointed Rev. Maxime Adrot as Auxiliary in France.



1924

1925

1926

1927

1929

On May 24 ordained Edmond £thier at Gargan. Also ordained (in
June): Charles-Alphonse Blanchette from Pittsburg. Asked to lead a
National French Church by a group of politicians who attempted to
revive the Religious Assciations of Worship. On December 25, as a
means of expressing filial sentiments, Msgr. Louis F. Giraud of France
(Bishop Houssaye® successor), his auxiliary P.G. Vigu® and Austrian
Regionary Bishop Aloys Stumpfl named him Patriarch of the Gallican
Episcopate. Rev. Axel Z. Fryxell of Seattle, Washington, consecrated
as Second Bishop of the Swedish American constituency on June 24.
Msgr. Victor de Kubyini installed as Bishop of Eastern Atlantic States
(U.S.) on October 16.

Helped by Father Eug ne Pr®vost of the Fraternit® Sacerdotale, a
Roman Catholic order that takes care of aged clergy. He made
arrangements for Msgr. Vilatte to live with Common Observance
Cistercian Monks at Pont Colbert, near Versailles.

Father C.F. Durand succeeded Msgr. Vilatte as Bishop Ordinary of
C.C.C. Consecrated September 16, in Minneapolis, by Msgr. Axel Z.
Fryxell of the Swedish American Constituency. Msgr. Durand was to be
Presiding Bishop of A.C.C. between 1940 and 1957. He had the Rev.
Dr. J.N. Baudot (1879-1974) as assistant.

Msgr. Daniel William Alexander (1883-1970) consecrated as
Archbishop of Africa, AOC, September 11, by Bishop G.A. McGuire.
Later invested as Prelate Commander of Africa, O.C.T.

Msgr. Vilatte passed to his eternal rest at 4:00 P.M. on July 1.
Funerals in the chapel of Pont Colbert Abbey. Buried in Gonards6
Cemetery, Versailles, 3 July.



LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS AND

ABBREVIATIONS

A.C.C.

C.C.l1.C.C.C.

C.C.R.C.C.

C.O.R.

American Catholic (Community) Church (Council).

Canadian Chapter of the International Council of Community Chu
(I.C.C.C.). Created July 10, 1989, by the Board of Trustees of the
the United States. Incorporated under the Law on Canadian Corp
1990. The Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches is the ¢
including its cathedral parish of St. Bernard and St. Gregory, Otte
Gatineau.

Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches (Rite catholique-c
d@yglises communautaires), also called Christian Catholic Church
1859: First society, registered September 13 (Kankakee, lllinois
Catholic Church 8 £glise catholique-chr@®ienne);

1890: French-speaking ordinariate, incorporated February 13 in
and entrusted to Msgr. Vilatte, consecrated in 1892;

1894: The church became a member of the A.C.C. (incorporated
in 1915 as a council of oversight);

1926: Church led by Msgr. Casimir F. Durand and the members
West Mission Board, in Minneapolis, Minnesota;

1957: Church led by Msgr. Durand& successor, the Very Rev. J.1
(1879-1974), and Bishop Durand®& twin sons Paul and Rene of Mi
1974: Church led in Quebec, by Msgr. OdNeill C*t®, installed and
July; consecrated in 1978;

1980: Letters Patent issued under the Law on Religious Corporat
Quebec;

1983: The church joined the International Council of Community
Name of the Letters Patent: Christian Catholic Rite of Community
Rite catholiqgue-chr@tien d@&®yglises communautaires.

Community Organization of Religion, or the Community Church
In the understanding of that Movement, from which arose the Int
Council of Community Churches (I.C.C.C.), the Church is a comm
persons entered into mutual alliance and alliance with God, in a v
manner. The modalities of that alliance are determined by the co
and may vary, in consequence, from one community to another.
Dr. J.R. Shotwell, Executive Director Emeritus of the I.C.C.C., att
existence of the movement to the following motivations: overchu
particularly in rural America, with its economic and staff problem:
restrictive denominational machinery that fed the desire for self-



C.R.C.

D.Chr.

I.C.C.C.

O.C.T.

O.L.B.C.

O.M.J.C.

determination, lay activism, women& concerns, and the hunger f

relevant and unifying religion. 1 In this book, the abbreviation C.:
includes the Community Church Movement in France, called Mou
cultuelles (Religious Associations of Worship) that arose in 1905,
the promulgation of the Law of Separation of Church and State. |
Msgr. Maurice Cantor of Mont Saint-Aignan founded a Cultuelle n
Sainte-Marie which is a member unit of the I.C.C.C. In 1990, he"
appointed General Superintendent of the French Chapter of the I.
the Board of Trustees in the United States.

Collection de la R&forme catholique (P 103): Christian Catholic hc
the Archives Nationales du Quebec, Centre de I@utaouais in Gati
Collections are arranged in series (S). Documents are found by d
and boxes (forward slash (/) followed by a number). Example: P
D33/7 =Father Charles Chiniquy (1809-1899) and the Christian (
Church of St. Anne, lllinois.

Title of Doctor Christianissimus (also abbreviated D.C. before 19:
by the Order of the Crown of Thorns to past Commanders and to
persons, most often clergy.

International Council of Community Churches, a Christian religiot
association of ecumenically co-operating Protestants and Indeper
Catholics based in Frankfort, Illinois, in the United States. It is th
organization of the Community Church movement. It was formed
the union of the Biennial Council of the People® Church of Christ
Community Centers in the U.S.A. and Elsewhere (African-Americ:
National Council of Community Churches. The I.C.C.C. is a memt
Churches Uniting in Christ, the National Council of Churches of Ci
USA and the World Council of Churches.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lnternational_Council_of_Communit'
Membership (2006): 108,806.
http://ncccusa.org/news/061102updatedstats.htm

Chivalrous and Religious Order of the Crown of Thorns (Ordre che
et religieux de la couronne d@®pines), over which jurisdiction was
August 1893, to Msgr. Vilatte and his successors in the episcopat
by the Ordre du Genest founded in 1239 by St. Louis, King of Fra
assure his personal safety and to protect the Crown of Thorns wo
Lord. He placed the precious treasure in the Sainte Chapelle whic
built in Paris. The O.C.T. was reconstituted upon the traditional b
Resolution No. 48 of the Corporation of the C.C.R.C.C. on 14 Jun

Order of the Lion and the Black Cross. In 1899, it became an app
order of the O.C.T., with Bishop Vilatte and successors as Grand

Order of the Militia of Jesus Christ. Founded in 1318 in Portugal t


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Council_of_Community_Churches
http://ncccusa.org/news/061102updatedstats.htm

S.M.C.F.

S.P.B.

the Templar Order, it was revived in the 19th century as a chival
organization. It was endorsed by the Melkite Greek Catholic Patri
Antioch who accepted the grand mastership after Msgr. Vilatte. It
pious lay association of the Roman Catholic Church and was decr
pontifical right in 1981.

Soci®® missionnaire canadienne-fran-aise. French Works is the ¢
appellation given to the works of the non-Roman, French-speakir
of Quebec to evangelize their compatriots. Their origin stems fror
when some religious denominations realized that their missionary
among the French Canadians ought to be based on a common efi
S.M.C.F. was founded on 13 January 1839, and quickly understoc
most urgent need for evangelization was the education of the yot
to that fact, in each mission a part of the pastoral residence woul
a classroom during the week, and as a place of worship on Sundze
creation of these little schools brought about the setting up of set
institutions such as the Institut fran-ais ®ang®lique de Pointe-atL
and the Institut m@thodiste fran-ais in Montreal.

Society of the Precious Blood (Soci®® du Pr@cieux-Sang/S.P.S.),
July 1888, by Msgr. Vilatte and Brother J.B. Gauthier, in Gardner
County, WI.



CLARIFICATION OF CERTAIN TERMS UTILIZED

Till the year 1983, the terms iOld Catholicism,0 iOld
Catholic,0 Old Catholic Church,o fiChristian Catholico and
fiChristian Catholic Churcho were used as synonyms within
the C.C.R.C.C. It is necessary to interpret in that sense such
works as: The Genesis of Old Catholicism in America by
Bro. William (B.E. Harding), and Mgr Vilatte, fondateur de
IGEglise vieille-catholique aux £tats-Unis dAAm®rique by
Jean Parisot.

We also used the terms iiGallican,o fiGallican Church,0 and
fiGallicanism,0 to designate the Church of France or of the
Gauls (from the Latin, gallicanus) and the doctrine behind
those words, which is the defence of the liberties of that
church, vis-"-vis the Vatican polity and the Pope of Rome.
That doctrine is summarized in the following four articles,
drawn up by Bossuet and promulgated by Louis XIV (1682):

1. Princes are not subject to the authority of the Church in
temporal matters.

2. The authority of the Pope is limited by that of the
general councils in spiritual matters.

3. The authority of the Pope is limited by the laws and
customs of the King and Church of France.

4. The opinion of the Pope is not infallible unless confirmed
by the Church.

The fourth article exercised a great influence on the
thought of Msgr. Vilatte and the C.O.R. movement, both
Franco-American and French-Canadian. Equally, it influenced
the Old Catholic movement in Europe after the promulgation
of the papal dogmas of 1870-71 and the creation of Religious



Associations of Worship after the the Law of the Separation
of Church and State was passed in France in 1905. Bishops
Casimir F. Durand (1879-1957) and Od\eill M. C1t® (1939-
1986), respectively second and third ordinaries of the
C.C.R.C.C., made use of these terms, the first in his writing
(such as the poem, Libres, catholiques et gallicans), and the
other in applying the words fiGallican Missionoto the name of
both the church in Quebec and the parish of Montreal-
Longueuil (Saint-£tienne).

The last clarification concerns the term community
churches. We employ it in the sense given in the Handbook
of Member Churches of the World Council of Churches, to
the International Council of Community Churches (1985, p.
223). Its origin is associated with the concerns of the C.O.R.
movement (elimination of overchurching, particularly in rural
America, with its economic and staff problems; also
restrictive denominational machinery, lay activism, women®
concernse).



BIBLICAL PASSAGES DEAR TO BISHOP

VILATTE

Ephesians
(Eph) 2, 20

Galatians (Ga)
2,20

Matthew (Mt)
28, 8

Eph 4,3

Jude 3
Mt 5,14
Mt 16, 18
Mt 23, 8

Luke 14, 23

Acts (Ac) 1,
23-26

Ac 6, 3-6

CHRI ST JESUS

The corner stone.

It is no longer | who live, but it is He who lives in me.

The good news of his resurrection.

THE CHURCH

Preserves her unity by means of the grace that binds
together.

Must transmit the faith once for all given to the saints.
A light for the whole world.

Not even death can ever be able to overcome it.

She makes us all brothers, sisters, of one another.

Has the loving power of her Lord.

HOLY MINISTRY

One enters it by election.

Criterion to use for the election: that the elected one be full



of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.

John (Jn) 20, Through the ministry sins can be forgiven.
23

1 Titus (Ti) 2 Its exercise requires the minister to set a good example.



INTRODUCTION
THE COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION OF
RELIGION (C.O.R.) MOVEMENT

The history of the C.O.R. movement, or of community
churches, is told by the Reverend Dr. J. Ralph Shotwell,
Emeritus Executive Director of the |.C.C.C., in two books
published by Community Church Press: Unity Without
Uniformity: A History of the Community Church
Movement (1984; 2nd edition 1999) and I n Christian
Love: Deliberations on a Decade (1991). According to
him, the number of community churches became significant
around 1915. One could count some 700 that had in common
the celebration of the unity demanded by the Lord (John
17:20-21) without requiring conformity in matters of
functioning and tradition.

FIRST ORGANIZATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF
COMMUNITY CHURCHES (I.C.C.C.)

The first organizations of importance to appear in our
churchesécontemporary movement date from 1923. One was
born in Chicago, from an assembly held in August at St. Paul
Chuch. It assumed the name, Community Church Workers of
the United States of America. Its Secretary General was the
Reverend Orvis F. Jordon, pastor of the Community Church of
Park Ridge, Illinois. The other, an African-American
organization, also had Chicago as its home base, but its
founding meeting took place in September. First called the
National Council of the People® Community Churches, it
became, in 1933, the Biennial Council of the People® Church
of Christ and Community Centers in the United States of
America and Elsewhere. The Reverend William D. Cook



assumed the presidency.

In May 1946, representatives of 72 churches assembled at
the First Community Church of Columbus, Ohio, set up the
National Council of Community Churches, which, in 1950,
united with the Biennal Council of the People® Church of
Christ and Community Centers to form the I.C.C.C. The
Reverend J. Ruskin Howe, pastor of the First Community
Church of Joplin, Missouri, became the first president of the
|.C.C.C.

FUNCTIONING OF THE |.C.C.C.

The center of decision in the |.C.C.C. is the annual
Assemby of representatives, clergy and lay, of the churches,
which takes place in July. Between Assemblies, an Executive
Director assures the implementation of decisions, administers
programs, coordinates the work of the several Commissions?2
and represents the |.C.C.C. at the World Council of Churches
(WCC), the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
U.S.A. and Churches Uniting in Christ. He reports concerning
his ministry to an elected board of trustees. His office is in
Frankfort, Illinois, United States.

Outside the United States, in countries where they
represent a sufficient number, the centers and churches are
constituted into national sections or chapters. Their general
superintendents form the Commission on Church Relations.
Also, there are centers and missions, under the direct
coordination of the central office in Frankfort, Illinois.

THE I.C.C.C. IN CANADA

The history of I.C.C.C. in Canada goes back to the 1920,
when a constituency of the National Council of the Peoples
Community Churches (NCPCC) was established in Chatham,
Ontario,. The church, established in 1856 on Wellington
Street E., was originally an African-Canadian mission of the
British Methodist Episcopal Church. It joined the Community
Church Movement under the pastorate of the Reverend C.O.



Greene. He was appointed Chief Secretary of the NCPCC and
hosted the NCPCC annual conference of 1929 in Chatham.

After Reverend Greene came Reverend William H.
Saunders. Here follows an account of his installation, based
on an article in The Chatham Daily News, dated May 24,
1930: The services were opened on Wednesday evening, 21
May, with Rev. C.O. Greene, former pastor presiding.
Introductory sermon was preached by Rev. Joseph M. Evans,
D.D., Pastor of Metropolitan Community Church, Detroit,
Michigan. Dr. Evans used the theme fiThe qualifications of a
Shepherdo. Special music was rendered by the choir singing
the anthem Like as a Father. The services were concluded
Thursday evening, 22 May, with a representative
congregation, Rev. C.0O. Greene presiding. Rev. Joseph
Janes, President of the local Ministerial Association, extended
an address of welcome to the incoming pastor. He made
special reference to the dignity and obligations of the
Christian ministry. A short expression of welcome was also
given by Rev. John Brown, Pastor of the Canadian Union
Methodist Church, after which the formal installation was
conducted by Rev. Greene, acting in the stead of NCPCC
president J.R. Harvey, D.D. of Chicago, who was unable to be
present. Special music was rendered by the choir singing the
anthem My Jesus | Love Thee. At the close of the service,
the congregation retired to the dining room of the church for
a delicious meal. Seated at the table, beautifully decorated
with flowers, the members and friends of the church
expressed to Rev. and Mrs. Saunders the genuineness of
their welcome to them.

This church held social status in Chatham. Rev. Saunders
made backdrops for plays. He wrote scripts and was very
conscious of costumes. Mrs. Lola Clark, returned missionary,
superintended a club 1 The Victory Club i in the 1930&-
1940&. Christian non-denominational outing for senior
citizens were provided under Rev. Saunders (1934) and Rev.
Sherrill (1936). R.A. Murphy was a renowned choir leader in



those years. According to Dr. Shotwell, it is because of the
existence of that Canadian member unit that the movement
took the name International Council in 1950, when the
NCPCC and the National Council of Community Churches
were merged.

In the 19806 the |.C.C.C. ceased to have a congregation
in Chatham and the church 1 called Victoria Chapel i was
demolished in 1989, the same year the |.C.C.C. Board of
Trustees created the Canadian Chapter (C.C.I.C.C.C.).

The Canadian Chapter

The Chapter is a network and fellowship of clergy and laity
of congregations and ministry centers affiliated with the
|.C.C.C. Our meetings are open to any Christian congregation
or center for ministry. We gather for fellowship, prayer,
learning, and strengthening our participation in the
Community Church Movement and Council. The center is in
the Capital Area (Ottawa-Gatineau), in the Cathedral Parish
of the C.C.R.C.C.: St. Bernard and St. Gregory.

The C.C.I.C.C.C. obtained from the C.C.R.C.C. its first legal
corporate basis. As this is the author who presided over the
board of directors at the time, he was given authority to
establish the national structure and to oversee it as General
Superintendent.

THE SYNOD OF 1983

As the C.C.I.C.C.C. obtained its corporate basis from the
C.C.R.C.C., it may be useful to speak of its Synod of 1983. It
was held in Gatineau on August 20 and was attended by
delegates of the churches in the Capital Area, Longueuil and
Montreal. At the close of deliberations, the following
declaration was made:

Declaration



The Church, daughter of the Spirit, is at the same time a
fellowship of those who recognize Jesus as Christ, and the
community of all baptized persons.

Our ecclesiology entrusts to the bishop the ministry of
direction, which is exercised in co-responsibility with the
church trustees.

We retain and understand the Duval Declaration of 16
November 1889, in continuity of interpretation with the
delegates assembled in synod in that village of the County of
Kewaunee in Wisconsin, U.S.A.

We retain and cultivate the religious heritage of our
people, without depreciating the witness arising from other
Christian traditions: Augsburg, Canterbury, Geneva, Utrechté

We share the exegetical, psychological, sociological,
spiritual and theological concerns of today® people. Concerns
that invite the Church to constantly reform herself, in fidelity
to Christ and his gospel.

It is in the months following the Synod that the process
leading to the creation of the C.C.1.C.C.C. was undertaken.
Dr. J.R. Shotwell, who was the Executive Director of the
|.C.C.C. at the time, facilitated the process and led it to
completion.



SYNOD OF 1983

1t from left: Roger Lespérance (treasurer), Richard Lalonde, 3™ (church trustee),
+5.A. Thériault (5'), William Hanckock, 6" {church trustee)

Suzanne Cloutier, 274, Diane Chouinard-Thériault (39), Marcel Raynault, 4th,
(vice-president of church board), Rev. Luc Dionne, 6", Rev. Roger Gélinas, 7t"



Closing Eucharist. On the picture: S. Cloutier, R. Lalonde, R. Lespérance,
+S.A. Thériault, Rev. Gélinas, Rev. Dionne, Diane C. Thériault, W. Hancock




THEOLOGY

The C.O.R. movement invites us to live the human, social
and religious dimension of our life in reference to Christ. His
commitment to make the Kingdom come takes up our human
desire to be free from evil and to know well-being,
happiness, and peace. As a personification of that desire,
Christ offers various opportunities to change our attitudes,
our motivations, our dispositions, as well as the meaning and
the goal of our existence. Community churches draw practical
consequences from it, touching upon the harmony between
the local church and the universal church, the exercise of
authority, apostolic succession, and ecumenism.

LOCAL CHURCH AND UNIVERSAL CHURCH

Derived from the Greek, fiekklesia,o (ficommunityo) the
term fichurchd means the assembly of those who believe in
Jesus Christ. In that view, the local church is not a sector of
the universal church, and the latter, for its part, is not an
association of local churches. In the community church
movement, each local church, whatever the number of its
members, manifests the universal Church of Jesus Christ,
fully.

COLLABORATION AND THE SERVICE OF LEADERSHIP
Community churches are constituted by an accord between
their members, upon the basis of the principles of liberty,
equality, and fraternity of the Christian message. They are
diverse as regards persons, but also in regard to functioning.
One observes there relations of collaboration and of
subordination called for by ecclesiastical services. One of
these services is that of presiding, or direction. It extends the
foundation and the government exercised by the Apostles.
Its task is to lead the community in fidelity with the love and



teaching of Christ; to coordinate its activities; to assure its
unity; and to represent the community to the world outside
it, as well as to each of its own members.

APOSTOLIC SUCCESSION

It is incumbent upon the Church as a whole, and upon
each Christian in particular, to live within Apostolic
Succession. That Succession is understood in two ways: (1)
agreement with the apostolic witness that comes to us from
the Apostles, and (2) pursuit of the mission that arises from
it, including the construction and direction of the community.

Within the community churches, entry into the ministry of
direction (overseeing) comes through the call of other
members of the community, or election. In accordance with
the document Mutual Recognition and Mutual
Reconciliation of Ministries (2005) proposed for study and
discussion by Churches Uniting in Christ (C.U.1.C.),2 election
is followed, in the C.C.R.C.C., by the laying on of hands in
the historical apostolic succession. One sees in this sign the
continuity of faith of the apostolic church.

ECUMENISM

Nowadays, the divisions among Christians rest for all
intents and purposes upon attitudes based in traditions
rather than in points of doctrine, where accord is possible.
According to Hans K¢ ng, the fundamental attitudesd Catholic
on the one side, and Protestant or Evangelical on the otherd
do not exclude one another, if they are correctly understood.
There are Christians that, despite the resistance of the
ecclesiastical apparatus, live an evangelical Catholicity
(oriented to Gospel witness) or a catholic Evangelicity
(imbued with continuity and universality).4

Since its origin, the C.O0.R. movement has envisioned the
advent of a new age for the Church. An ecumenical age,
where the unity of faith may be celebrated and lived without
the obligation of conformity in matter of rite or tradition. A



diversity of religious heritages exists in the C.O.R.
movement, and it is seen as an enrichment for the churches.
One of these heritages is the Christian Catholic rite, centered
in Canada, in the Capital Area (Ottawa-Gatineau).

THE CHRISTIAN CATHOLIC RITE OF
COMMUNITY CHURCHES

The first Christian Catholic Church was organized in 1858,
registered in the District Court of Kankakee, Illinois, 13
September 1859. This church had as directing spirit Father
Charles Chiniquy (1809-1899). He was a remarkable
preacher, and his influence was felt in the French-speaking
communities of Mid West U.S.A., as well as in Canada. Under
him, other churches bearing the Christian Catholic appellation
were established among the Belgian and French-Canadian
immigrants of Wisconsin, by his disciple, Msgr. Ren® Vilatte
(1854-1929), who is the subject of this book.

MSGR. VILATTE

Msgr. Vilatte was the first bishop elected and consecrated
within the C.O.R. movement. In that role, he lent his support
for the Community Church movement in France (Religious
Associations of Worship), and facilitated the restoration of
the Gallican Church. One hears him spoken of in many
publications, but there has not been, until now, a
comprehensive study of him from the point of view of our
churches. Now it is an accomplished fact, and we are happy
to publish it for the sake of all those interested in his life,
within and outside of our communities.

ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK



We begin with a brief review of his childhood, for there are
found the formative elements that were to determine his
option for a C.O.R. ministry. These elements are those
supported by the Petite £glise de France (Little Church of
France), which had initiated his course as a Christian:
community self-determination, non-denominational, founded
upon the responsible exercise of the priesthood of all
believers. We will see how these elements were revived in
Montreal, under the influence of reformer priest Charles
Chiniquy. Later these elements were reinforced, especially
with regard to the community organization of the Catholic
religion, after contact with Father Eugene Trinquier (18477
1932), missionary in Notre-Dame-du-Laus, Quebec. We will
follow him afterward in his ministry in Qu®bec and among the
French-Americans (Massachusetts, New York, Wisconsin...).
We will evoke church foundations, their organization in a
synod over which he presided as bishop, and his contribution
to other national works of C.O.R., which he united to the
French-speaking constituency, within the American Catholic
(Community) Church (Council) 1T A.C.C.

In the course of events collaborative forces appear, from
which he benefited, and also numerous difficulties arising
from powers opposed to the development of a new concept
of the purpose of organized religion, a new idea of
Christianity, the Church and its mission.2 Frightening
difficulties, capable of shaking the strongest soul, which he
surmounted because of his faith, in pursuit of the goal
inscribed upon our Diocesan Coat of Arms: Soli Deo honor et
gloria / To God alone honor and glory.



Our Diocesan Coat of Arms

The presence of a cross in the first quadrant and the scales
in the fourth is a tribute to the Syriac Archbishop, Antonio
F.X. Alvares of Sri Lanka, who presided at the consecration of
Msgr. Vilatte in 1892. They are drawn from his crest.

The second quadrant, adorned with an anchor, alludes to
the numerous voyages of Msgr. Vilatte, such as the one to
Colombo, Sri Lanka, for his consecration. Also the presence
of water at the location of his missions, in Western Quebec,
St. Joseph Island (Ontario) and Wisconsin.

The presence of the heart, in the third quadrant,
underlines the role played by the Society of the Precious
Blood, founded in Wisconsin in 1888. This religious
community supplied the pastors who founded and led our
parishes in the U.S.A. (Mid West) and in Canada.

The shield is surmounted by a miter and rests upon a
crossed crozier and key. These three elements are also taken



from the arms of Msgr. Alvares.

The motto fiSoli Deo honor et gloriad dates back to the
origins of the Christian Catholic Church and Dr. Charles
Chiniquy who trained Msgr. Vilatte at St. Anne, Illinois.




I
THE FIRST 30 YEARS: EXPERIENCES AND
INFLUENCES
1854-1884

Msgr. Vilatte was born in Paris on January 24, 1854. He
lost his mother at age three. Her name was Marie-Antoinette
Chorin and she came from Angers where her parents lived at
the time of her death. It is there that his sister Marie, born in
1857, grew up. She was raised in the Roman rite, and joined
the teaching order of Augustines de Idnt®rieur de Marie in
Paris (Montrouge).

CHRISTIAN LIFEIN THE APETITE £GLI SEO

Entrusted to the care of his grandparents Vilatte, Ren® had
his first experiences of Christian life in the Petite £glise (Little
Church) of Maine, in which they were active.® In concept a
community church, it functioned on a Presbyterian model
with a Catholic doctrine and liturgy. The historical reasons for
its coming to be are as follows. In 1801, Napoleon concluded
a concordat with Pope Pius VII, with a view to regularizing
relations between France and the Vatican, and the Church
with the State. Bishops were obliged to resign in order to
name new ones favourable to the Concordat. But certain
bishops refused and organized a resistance, supported by the
clergy and the faithful.

Of the 36 bishops who protested in 1803, two maintained
their resistance until their death. In 1847, eighteen years
after the last had passed on (Lauzi res de Themines, Bishop
of Blois), there were not sufficient priests to carry on the



pastoral work. By common accord, the members of the
communities entrusted to elders or presbyters the presidency
of the Sunday services, as well as baptisms, marriages and
burials. An article in the Edinburgh Magazine of 1 March,
1833, indicates that this practice, qualified as revolutionary,
was established within the Petite £glise.

Here follows a description of the Sunday worship, as Msgr.
Vilatte knew it, during his childhood. Gathered at the church
with their prayer book, which was inspired by the old
Breviary of Paris, the faithful recited the Miserere and the De
Profundis. The Introit, Kyrie and the Gloria were chanted.
The Epistle was read by a reader, and also the Gospel of the
day, after which a selection from a book of meditations. Then
the Credo was said, and the Sanctus, the Agnus Dei, and the
communion hymn. Finally, one could end the liturgy with
Vespers.Z Although he was later influenced by the Roman
Catholic Church, under circumstances we will explain, he
remained attached to the characteristic traits of the Christian
life acquired in the Petite £glise, as shown by the choices he
would make later on in his life.

ORPHANAGE AT PARIS: PREPARATION
FOR TEACHING

His father, Joseph R., was a wine merchant in Paris.2 He
does not seem to have been involved in the life of his son
beyond adolescence, and so long as necessary to entrust him
to a Roman Catholic institution: the Orphanage of the
Brothers of the Christian Schools/Fr res des £coles
chr®tiennes (F.£.C.), now the Lyc®e Saint-Nicholas de
Vaugirard, in Paris. The Brothers had him confirmed at Notre
Dame Church, by Msgr. Georges Darboy, in June 1867, and
prepared him for teaching. He obtained employment as
teacher with the Mission of Notre-Dame-du-Laus in the
Gatineau-Li vre area of the Laurentian region of Quebec in



Canada (approximately 100 km north of Ottawa).

o W 7

PNOTRE-DAME-DU-TAUS ™"

: g e
Father Louis Reboul, Oblate of Mary Immaculate (O.M.1.),
first missionary in charge of Gatineau-Li vre, wanted to
obtain the services of the F.£.C. who worked already in
Ottawa, on the other side of the Ottawa River. The F.£.C. did
not arrive in Gatineau until 1878, but Father Reboul®
successor, Eugene Trinquier,2 in 1874 hired their former
student Vilatte, who had come to Canada, attracted by the
appeals for settlers in rural districts. During the latter part of
the Franco-German War, he had enlisted in the Garde
Nationale and known the horrors of the Commune: the
massacre of some 25,000 Parisians by the troops of Thiers,
the shooting of hostages by the Communards, 40,000
arrests, 10,137 condemnations, of which 93 were to death,
4,586 deportations to the jails of New Caledonia.

TEACHER AMONG THE QUEBECOIS IN
GATINEAU



Gatineau-Li vre was paradise after the horrors of the war
in Paris. Notre-Dame-du-Laus, where he took charge of the
school,12 had been part of the Mission des Chantiers (Lumber
Camps Mission), entrusted to the O.M.I. by Msgr. Bruno
Guigues, Bishop of Ottawa. They worked among the settlers
and foresters, and took particular interest in the young.
There were hundreds of them at the mission, of whom many
were at loose ends, hoping to be hired by lumber camps, on
the Gatineau and La vre River. To prevent the danger of
drunkenness that threatened them, Father Reboul in 1854
started enrolling them in the Temperance Societyl!l founded
by Father Charles Chiniquy, before he had moved from the
fiChurch of Romeo to the fiChurch of Christ.o2

One gets an idea of the spirit of the Temperance Society
from an extract of the homily delivered by Father Chiniquy at
Beauport on the occasion of its inauguration: | wish to raise a
standard in your midst and to form an army composed of
soldiers of Jesus Christ our Saviour, who will Himself be the
Chief of that Army and will lead it to victory.X2 Msgr. Joseph
Signay of Quebec saw in that proposal an ecclesiology
centered outside the reigning sentiments of Rome.1% Events
proved him right in 1858, when Father Chiniquy and his
parishioners of St. Anne, lllinois, initiated the C.O.R.
movement, from which arose the C.C.R.C.C.22

Father Reboul and Trinquier concurred in Father Chiniquy&
fisalvation armyo and his project for victory over the evil
represented in the diverse forms of oppression caused by
alcohol. They also shared his desire to instruct the faithful in
the Word of God, and to provide them with primary and
secondary education. This, in order to threw back the
frontiers of ignorance and to allow for a free and responsible
engagement in fibuilding up the Church.6t® But they were not
exposed to the evil that could be born of church
authoritarianism, such as that which confronted Catholic
immigrants in the U.S., and from which they tried to liberate



themselves in organizing autonomous churches.2X When
Msgr. Vilatte, in the 1880&, oriented himself in the sense of
that liberation, he had been prepared for it not by Father
Trinquier, but by his first religious experience in the Petite
£glise. The Gatineau-Li vre missionary was none the less a
great source of inspiration to him. Affinity and shared traits
had disposed the young man to admire him as a pastor, and

later on to imitate him in his ministry.
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Rene Vilatte, parish teacher Eugene Trinquier, parish priest

RESEMBLANCES TO FATHER TRINQUIER

Father Trinquier, born at Chorges in Dauphin®, came from
France like Msgr. Vilatte. He had been recruited for Canada
by the Bishop of Ottawa, Msgr. Guigues, who ordained him
priest in 1871, for the Parish of Masson-Angers (a sector of
Gatineau, approximately 30 km (18.6 mi) northeast of
Ottawa).

There was another common element: they were both of
strong physical constitution. AFather Trinquier was very
strong and had a remarkable resistance to cold and
misery.ot8 Msgr. Vilatte was fia sort of giant, made into a
Hercules (é), with an athletic air about him (&) and

enormous fingersé A man strong and powerfulé o2



That impression of force created a sense of drama among
their zouailles and gave impact to their actions. Stanley
Greene, commenting on Bishop Vilatte® ministry in
Wisconsin, affirms that the people wanted a pastor of such
qualities: fAThey lived in log cabins and wanted for
everything. But there was nothing of the pathetic among
them. Think of the Chapel at Robinsonville. The Virgin had
appeared there, and this saved the community. The people
had to feel that Mary watched over them. The same thing
happened with Msgr. Vilatte. He was a colossus of warmth
and compassion. And in his mission, he did more than
preach: he established programs for the family, and activities
for the childrené One could witness processions with
carriages, fanfare, flags, and gun salutes. Suddenly, there
was color and drama in the lives of these deprived

persons. o2

PASTORAL STYLE

Gaston Carriere describes how this sense of drama was
utilised in the Gatineau-Li vre district missions. The
missionary gained the confidence of the people by speaking
the common language (rain, snow, good weather); he
enthused over the strength of the men and their air of good
health, and remarked upon the magnificent stubs of trees
encountered upon his route. After having thus entered into
the very souls of his listeners in this manner, he told them
stories. They were very dramatic and very interesting. If the
recitations were heard with fervor, if the listeners themselves
told tales in turn, all was won. Soon the hut was converted
into a chapel. The missionary intoned a canticle: he chanted
the couplet and everyone repeated the refrain. It was a
guestion of salvation, of penance and of sin. Then followed
the Come Holy Spirit, and a sermon in which doctrine was
combined wth striking images. After evening prayer, the
hearers were pressed to approach the Sacrament of Penance.
The following morning, at the crow of the rooster, while the



people dressed, the missionary prepared the altar. A barrel
served as the reception point for laying out the portable. One
trunk contained everything. On the interior of the lid, on gold
paper strewn with stars, were affixed the Crucifix and two
candle-holders. A plank which, by means of hinges, folded in
three pieces, formed the table of the altar. It rested on the
trunk, which contained ornaments, chalice, cruets.?l Such a
manner, learned among the Quebecois of Gatineau-Li vre,
also was congenial to the French-speaking foresters of the
Green Bay region of Wisconsin. It is certainly a factor in the
success that Msgr. Vilatte obtained when he opened his
mission of Bon Pasteur (Good Shepherd) in Little Sturgeon
(Gardner), to the north of Green Bay.

On July 26, 1885, a month after having held his first
religious service, the cabin obtained from the French
Canadians Louis and Melanie Robillard,22 had become fitoo
small to accommodate the people who attended church
services. 0?2 According to the testimony of S.J. French, who
went there, it was a log cabin much like those one might find
in the lumber camps of Quebec in that period. And its
equipment shared a certain affinity with the rustic setting in
which Father Trinquier carried on his pastoral work. fPlain
wood planks placed on a temporary structure served as
benches. The altar, made in the same manner, rested upon a
platform a few inches higheré On the side, a lectern, in the
same artisan style, rounded out the furnishingsé &2 This
does not complete the parallel. Msgr. Vilatte transfered to his
mission the community-based model used in Gatineau-Li vre
by the missionaries and their collaborators.22

In 1886, when the mission had a permanent church and
rectory at Gardner, a few miles further on, he took
collaborators with him. J&r! me Pelletier was the first one. He
joined the mission at Little Sturgeon on 7 December 1885,
with his family.2% The collaborators were formed into a
confraternity that became, on July 1, 1888, the Society of



the Precious Blood (S.P.B.). And it is with the help of that
religious community, made up of priests and experienced
teachers,2Z that he undertook his work in three counties of
Wisconsin (Brown, Door and Kewaunee), as also in the
Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec. The activity of
the S.P.B.,28 dedicated to pastoral work and to the education
of the young, recalls that of Fathers Reboul and Trinquier.

Msgr. Vilatte wanted to remain a parish teacher and
catechist, and he joined the community of the F.C.C. in
Namur, Belgium, on May 3, 1877.22 But fiafter a year stay,
he wrote in his autobiography, | felt clearly that my vocation
was for the priesthoodé | had successfully conducted divine
service on Sunday when the priest was absento. (Father
Trinquier visited the mission only once a month as he stayed
parish priest in Masson-Angers till 1876.) He left the novitiate
to take up a family inheritance following the death of his
father and returned to Canada.

Al presented myself to Roman Catholic Archbishop Fabre of
Montreal, who advised me to enter the seminary of Saint-
Laurent where | studied for three years.0 One of his
professors, £lie Vanier, said that he was a charming young
man, of good judgement, generous, pious, respectful, and
surrounded with friends. His conduct was good and he
accomplished all his tasks with regularity. Drawn to Canada
with the love of adventure, he searched for a challenge to
undertake when he left the college.22 He found himself
working the ground prepared by the reformer Chiniquy.



Le college de Saint-Lavrent vers 1874 Annwaire du Collége de Si-Lawremt (1874)

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF REFORMER PRI EST
CHARLES CHINIQUY

Father Chiniquy, as we have seen, converted from the
Church of Rome to the Church of Christ. He had been 25
years in the ministry before this transformation took place,
having been ordained priest in 1833 at the age of 24.
Afterward incardinated in the Diocese of Quebec, under the
direction of Msgr. Signay, he became Vicar at Riviere-Boyer
(1833) and at Saint-Roch de Quebec (1834), and took the
incumbency of Beauport in 1838. There he founded the
Temperance Society, which according to Bishop Signay, was
to lead him and his followers outside the Roman Catholic
Church.

In spite of the opposition of the latter, he became rector of
the Parish of Kamouraska (1842). Five years later, he was
transferred to the Diocese of Montreal as a temperance
preacher. From there he passed to the Diocese of Chicago,
where he founded the French-Canadian Parish of St. Anne,



[llinois, in 1852.

COMMUNITY CHURCH (C.0O.R.)

Although he won the appreciation of Msgr. Louis-Olivier
van der Veld, who had him come to Illinois for his pastoral
leadership, he encountered the opposition of his successors,
Bishops O&Regan and Smith, who did not grasp his Biblical
focus, and accused him of directing his parish like a national
French Canadian church, collegially with the faithful.2 The
Bible was read and the Mass celebrated in French at St.
Anne. The protection of the interests of the French language
and nationality in America was one of the principal aims of
Father Chiniquy in founding that colony. The American
episcopate, in order to establish its authority among Catholic
immigrants, obliged them to use English in the parishes and
in the schools. This gave rise to strong resistance among
French Canadians, as well as a desire for self-determination,
as shown in the televised series Les tisserands du pouvoir
presented in 1989 on Radio Canada (CBC). But only the souls
at St. Anne asserted their self-determination to the end. The
others, in Connecticut, New Hampshire, New York and Rhode
Island,32 gave up when the threat of excommunication was
brandished against them.

After having excommunicated him for bad doctrine, the
bishop of Chicago attempted to relieve Fr. Chiniquy of his
curacy.32 But he, during the Eucharist on 11 April 1858,
addressed his parishioners as follows: Dearly beloved, our
great God, who has given me the light of His salvation, may
give you the same grace todayé You know that the Son of
God saved you by dying for you on the Crossé The light of
salvation has shined before your eyes, you have accepted it,
and you do not walk except by its lighté Let those who would
follow Jesus Christ and keep me to preach you His Gospel,
rise now.32 All rose, and proclaimed themselves Catholics of
Christ, rather than Catholics of Rome, whence arose the



name Christ Catholic or Christian Catholic, which they gave
to their community church.32

There was a certain continuity between this homily of April
1858 and the one delivered in 1839 when the Temperance
Society was founded. One finds the same personal
engagement with Christ within an organization of which He is
the Head. What is different in 1858 is that the Christian
community of St. Anne is autonomous: its functioning
depends upon its members. With the postdenominational
ecumenism that the parish adopted later, it possessed all the
characteristics that the preamble to the Constitution of the
|.C.C.C. recognizes in a community church: free and
autonomous on a local level, resulting from an alliance
between themselves and with God, made voluntarily, self-
managed and in relation with other Christian churches.

ECUMENISM

Father Chiniquy expressed the vision of the
postdenominational ecumenism of the Christian Catholic
Church and its desire to establish relations with other
Christian communities in the following terms. They are taken
from a sermon that he delivered in July, 1859 to the
assembly of the Christian Council of Philadelphia:

After having accepted Christ Jesus as our only Savior, and
the Gospel as our sole rule of faith, we have broken with
Rome and call ourselves Christian Catholics. You counsel
me to attach myself to one of your religious denominations.
That saddens me, for | would like to unite myself with all of
them; to embrace all and clasp them to my heart. Beloved in
Jesus Christ, if | join one denomination the others will be
strangers to me. Is the door that Christ opens to us too
narrow to allow to pass through it all those who love Him and
believe in the efficacy of his blood shed for our salvation?
Why, dear brothers, are you not united? When will we see
the day when Episcopalians, Presbyterians,
Congregationalists, Lutherans, Baptistsé will forget their



differences at the foot of the Cross of Jesus our Savior? Then
the world, by an irresistible power, will acknowledge the
Lamb whose blood purifies from sin.28

Father Chiniquy realized his ecumenical ideal in the Soci®&®
Missionnaire Canadienne-Fran-aise (S.M.C.F.), which he
joined in Montreal in 1875.

The ¢ French Works e

In 1839, the pastors and faithful of several churches got
together in an interdenominational project called the fiFrench
Workso because it aimed at evangelizing the French-
Canadians. Its mandate was assumed by the S.M.C.F. until
1880, and afterward by the Board of French Evangelization of
the Presbyterian Church of Canada. The Works employed
pastors, instructors and colporteurs whose native language
was French. It desired to establish and maintain schools and
places of worship, and to distribute bibles.Z

The most urgent need in this evangelization venture was
the education of children. For that reason, in each mission,
one part of the church or pastor® house served as a
classroom during the week. The creation of these small
schools led to the setting up of such learning institutions as
the Institut ®& ang®lique de Pointe-aux-Trembles and the
Institut m®@ hodiste fran-ais de Montreal.

In 1864, under the influence of Dr. Donald H. MacVicar
(1831-1902), a Presbyterian theologian, who was a member
of the board of directors, the S.M.C.F. extended its activity to
foreign missions. It was at that point that the bases were laid
for an Anglo-French Faculty of Theology, whose mandate was
assumed at McGill University by the Presbyterian College.
There the formation of clergy for the French-speaking non-
Roman churches and missions of North America was
undertaken.

On the resignation, for reasons of age, of the Secretary-
Treasurer James Court in 1880, the S.M.C.F. envisaged
putting an end to its operations. Dr. MacVicar, principal of



the Presbyterian College, engaged his church to continue the
work, without interruption. The property at Pointe-aux-
Trembles was transferred to the Commission for French
Evangelization of the Presbyterian Church of Canada on June
9. Father Chiniquy, who was preaching in Montreal, invited
by the Commission, became the directing sprit of the Works.

After his discourse in Philadelphia, fihe pondered in his
thought the same hopes entertained by the founders of the
S.M.C.F.5%8 And when the Presbyterians offered him their
hand after his appeal to unity of July, 1859, fihe spoke with
his peopleé (and) they decided to affiliate (with them).o32

This was done 15 April 1860, but without subscribing to
the Westminster Confession. To the moderator of the
Presbytery of Chicago, who demanded that subscription,
Father Chiniquy replied that he wanted to collaborate with
fall who love and serve the Lord.o You will permit us to
believe, he said, that our adorable Savior has in His thought
the diverse denominations when He says: fil am the true vine
and you are the branches, and my Father is the keeper of the
vineyard.o Meditating upon these words of Jesus, | have
never observed such a sole vine, where there is not a single
branch that resembles its neighbor. | see, near to me, a
great branch that resembles the Episcopal Church, and
another, smaller, that very much resembles a
Congregationalist Church, worthy of our admiration. A little
further along, | see another beautiful branch, with vigorous
growth: our Methodist brothers (and sisters) with their
enthusiasm, and another nearby that | admired greatly, with
its inclination to the sun & it looked like one seeking out
humility, like our Baptist brothers (and sisters). And at last,
another, the last but not the least: our dear Presbyterians, to
whom we wish to unite.42

Wanting to respect that ecumenical conviction, the
moderator accepted that the Bible be substituted for the
Westminster Confession, as he and his people had



suggested. This is the context within which the reformer was
exercising his ministry when Msgr. Vilatte converted to the
Gospel of Grace under his influence in the Summer of 1880. |
learned, he wrote in his autobiography, that a famous French
(Canadian) priest, Father Chiniquy, announced in Montreal a
series of sermons against Roman errors. | attended several
of themé After some time | felt | could not remain in the
college (of Saint Laurent) longer and | visited a French
protestant minister in Montreal (Reverend Louis N. Beaudry).
He urged me to join a private class in theology which he was
setting up, where | met a French minister who was a
professor at McGill University (Reverend Daniel Coussirat).
He became interested in me, introduced me to the President
(of the Presbyterian College, Dr. Donald MacVicar) who urged
me to continue there my theological studies, which | did (in
1881), remaining there two years.2L

THEMES OF THE PREACHING OF FR. CHINIQUY AND HIS
COLLABORATORS

Professor Richard Lougheed, of the Facult®de th®ologie
®ang®lique in Montreal, has set out, in his 1999 Th.D. thesis
on Father Chiniquy,22 the themes of the preaching of the
reformer and of the missionaries who cooperated with him in
the proclamation of the Gospel of Grace. Inasmuch as they
help us understand the ministry of Msgr. Vilatte between
1881 and 1884, we have summarized those themes in the
following table.



CONVERSION

GOSPEL IN
ACTION

IMPORTANCE OF |

THE BIBLE

CROSS- |

. CENTEREDNESS |

Need to change
one's life, to be
born again.

Personal
experience of
salvation in Jesus
Christ which
changes one’s life,

Espousing causes

such as

= temperance,

+ observance of
the Lord’s Day,

s right of local
churches to
determine their
affairs.

No fortune telling
or games of
chance.

The Bible deserves
a particular
respect. It is the
ultimate authority.
Consequently the
Pope as infaillible
spokesperson for
God is
unacceptable, and
obedience
requested by
religious authorities
must be based on
Scripture.

The expiatory
sacrifice of Christ
on the Cross is of
extreme
importance. Other
mediators are to be
rejected. We are
not saved by good
works, or through
objects of piety,
devotional
practices (rosary),
or mortification
practices (cincture
of penance....).

What Father Chiniquy denounced as Roman errors he
summarized by the term ecclesiasticism, which emphasizes
the church system in salvation instead of fiChrist, our Lord,
accepted as Savior and Mediator.43

The denunciation was continued by Msgr. Vilatte and by his
successor, Msgr. Casimir F. Durand (1879-1957), in his
essay, The Old Catholic Church, written in 1928.4%4 A native of
Drime in France, he had been a missionary in Western
Canada (Manitoba) with the Roman Order of Canons Regular
(of St. Augustine) of the Immaculate Conception (C.R.1.C.)
before he joined the church under Msgr. Vilatte. He married
Anna Mansip, also a native of Drt me, France, and had with
her twin sons: Ren®and Paul, born October 24, 1917.4% One
finds, appended, a declaration bearing their signatures, made
on 20 April 1997, for the opening of the S®@rie Mgr Casimir F.
Durand in the C.C.R.C.C. holdings at the Archives Nationales
du Qu®bec in Gatineau. Msgr. Durand founded a parish in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1923. Before that he had been
priest in charge of St. David Chapel and Bishop Vilatte®
assistant in Chicago, as well as missionary priest in Windsor,
Ontario, and Principal of A.C.C. Theological Department.



Msgr. Durand in his CRIC habit, Msgr. Durand with spouse Anna and twin sons
Manitoba, end of 19" century Paul and René. Photograph taken in 1926

|MPORTANT SYMPATHIZER OF REFORMER CHINIQUY

L.J. AmM®d®e Papineau (1819-1903), the eldest son and
heir of Louis-Joseph Papineau,4® the Lord of Petite-Nation
Seigniory, supported Father Chiniquy in denouncing
ecclesiasticism. On January 1, 1894, he wrote in a letter to
him that he wanted to publicly adhere to his reform,%Z which
he did nine days later at £glise Saint-Jean in Montreal. Here
Is an account of the ceremony, written by Rieul P. Duclos:

On 10 January 1894, at £glise Saint-Jean, after his
reception, where he submitted his affirmative responses to
four questions (if he believed in God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, that the holy Word gave instruction to salvation,
that Christ is our sole Savior and that we have in Him our
justification, if he repented of his sins and engaged to live in
temperance, justice and piety) he went up to the platform,



gave thanks to God for the beautiful day and affirmed that in
taking this step, he had consulted nothing but his conscience.
At the age of 18 years, having taken the path of exile, he had
seen priests refuse the consolations of the Church to all those
who had taken part in the Revolution (of 1837). They had
done more to destroy the noble ambitions of the Patriots
than all the English bayonets. Received by an American
Presbyterian family, he had accepted that the Word of God is
the perfect expression of His will, and at age 25, he had
ceased to practice the Roman Riteé Also, he mentioned that
in a recent council the Church had ceded its supremacy to
the Pope, who had become a sort of spiritual Czar.28

The Papineau Manor and Chapel at Montebello are among
the places in Quebec where the influence of Father Chiniquy
has been felt. On 26 July 1894, L.J. AmM®d®e assembled, for a
picnic on the seigniorial grounds, a thousand friends and
sympathizers of the Quebec reformer, to whom the latter
gave a much appreciated allocution. Among the ministers
who spoke was Reverend Joseph L. Morin, Father Chiniquy&
son-in-law.

MISSIONARY IN CANADA AND IN THE U.S.A.

Msgr. Vilatte first obtained a missionary mandate when he
left the Coll ge de Saint-Laurent in 1880. It included bible
colportage and teaching,%2 and was conferred on him by the
Reverend Louis N. Beaudry, 1833-1892, of the Methodist
Church in Montreal. He was a Franco-American, born in
Vermont. He served as military chaplain during the Civil War
(1863-1865) and came to Canada, where he founded the
Institut M@®hodiste Fran-ais de Montr®al. He ended his days
as pastor of a French Methodist Episcopal Church in
Chicago.2Y

Following this, Bishop Vilatte went to teach at the Institut
fran-ais de Pointe-aux-Trembles, Montreal East, at the

invitation of its director, Jules Bourgoin.2L From there he



went to McGill University, in October 1881, to study for the
ministry in the French Theology Department of the
Presbyterian College.22 He carried out a course of study with
Professor Daniel Coussirat22 in Holy Scripture and homiletics,
apologetics, sacred rhetoric and Church history.

Among his colleagues were Joseph L. Morin (future
husband of Fr. Chiniquy® daughter Rebecca), A.P. Blouin, C.
and V. Groulx, R. Laprise, Zotique Lefebvre (future husband
of Fr. Chiniquy® adopted daughter Mina), H.O. Loiselle, J.
Martel, J.C. Martin, Manass® Parent,2% G.A. Pelletier, Samuel
Rondeau and Pacifique Saint-Germain.

At the end of his first year in the program, in March 1882,
Reverend Thomas Ct t®2 proposed that he go serve in the
French Congregationalist Church in Fall River, Massachusetts.
In the 3 August 1882 edition of the Montreal church paper
LAuUrore, Reverend C!t®wrote:

Mr. Ren® Vilatte has worked here for several months, and
is highly esteemed. Our young missionary of Fall River has
demonstrated a courage, an energy and a piety worthy of
praise. He has labored in the midst of many difficulties and
privations. Without a committee in charge, without salary, he
did not think ever of the long-term future, recalling that ffor
each day his pain suffices.0 Many families, under his
influence, have accepted the Gospel of grace. | have seen
tears flow down the cheeks of these newly converted.

We also read in LAAurore, about the conversions he made,
in Fall River, of members of the Carpentier family, of Delia
Lord, of Israxl Garand,2® and of J. Vernet.2L Also that the
faithful had given him a magnificent set of clothes and other
articles of value, for his dedication after the opening of the
mission.28

In the 19 October 1882 edition, one reads further: NRen®
Vilatte, who has passed some months at Fall River amidst the
French Canadians, returned to Montreal at the end of last
month, with the aim of continuing his studies at the



Presbyterian College. He was replaced by L. Lafond.o

At the end of his second year, in March 1883, he again
went to serve the French Congregationalist Church, this time
in New York,22 on the invitation of Reverend Grandli@ard
who had great need of a missionary who could also function
as teacher. The church offered its services at 9 University
Place.

In the fall of 1883, Msgr. Vilatte went to study under
Father Chiniquy in lllinois and joined the Church of St. Anne.
He was received as official communicant and sent as a
missionary to Wisconsin, where more than one thousand
French-Canadian families associated with the Church of St.
Anne®? had emigrated i and also to Kansas and Oregon.
Father Chiniquy, he said in his autobiography, wrote to the
people in Green Bay (é) and asked whether they desired me
to begin work as a missionary among them. Their reply was a
request to come. | therefore took leave of Father Chiniquy
and went in March 1884 to that city, to begin my labours.8L
There, he ministered at £glise du Calvaire,2 under a
Presbyterian license issued on April 9. His ministerial
credentials were recorded in Brown County Circuit Court 21
July, by Clerk Edmund Poland. He became known for his
talents as a preacher and organizer. His renown spread to
the French-speaking colonists in the neighboring Counties of
Door and Kewaunee.



Father Chiniquy, first row, holding umbrella, with French Canadian missionaries



Msgr. Vilatte listed by Fr. Chiniquy among the Ministers
who came out of St. Anne Church and Seminary
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| |
COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION OF RELIGION
AMONG THE BELGIANS AND THE FRENCH-
CANADIANS IN WISCONSIN
1885-1892

Msgr. Vilatte found, in Wisconsin, nothing but factions of
different forms of belief. Among the Belgians and French
Canadians there were not only Presbyterians, but also
Spiritualists, Roman Catholics and a number of Independent
Catholics. The latter had founded, in Kewaunee County, a
C.0.R. movement, centered in Desert (St. Hubert Church),
resembling that of St. Anne, lllinois. It functioned like a
Petite £glise, having no clergy to comment on Scripture and
administer the Sacraments. This is what Msgr. Vilatte learnt
from Guillaume Barrette, a nephew of Belgian Petite £glise
elder CI®@ment Barrette, who visited him in Green Bay and
asked him to minister to his people in Kewaunee County.
Guillaume® uncle was the leader of the Petite £glise portion
of the Belgians who immigrated to Wisconsin in 1856.82

With Green Bay Church members £tienne C!t® (French
Canadian),®* and Vital Delaruelle (Belgian), Msgr. Vilatte
visited the various families, urging them to unite and form
one community church, and ignore for the present their
differences of doctrine. fill felt | could preach nothing but the
simple Gospel; that neither Roman Catholicism nor
Protestantism could satisfy the needs of these people, but a
Christian Catholic church without any other qualificationé A
purified church which would present the Gospel to the people
as did the Primitive Church, and exercise authority according
to the spirit of free America. | conducted service twice every



Sunday and saw my first few listeners increase to a
congregation that filled the chapel, which was enlarged only
to be filled again.o®

Father Chiniquy went to Winsconsin in the month of
October for an evangelization crusade®® and consecrated the
enlarged Green Bay Church (£glise du Calvaire). Msgr. Vilatte
told him of the fichurch without qualification / community
churcho approach he was using with his people, among whom
Belgians became predominant.8Z They were for the most part
fdevout Catholics, accustomed to a rural life, and close to the
Church and the clergy. But the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Green Bay, spending no funds on missionary activities, had
the clergy visit them only from time to time. These
immigrants needed help. They knew nothing of their adopted
country; did not speak its language; were ill upon their
arrival and penniless. They felt themselves abandoned by
their church of origin.o Their condition was moving when
someone died. To bury the person in holy ground, it was
necessary to transport the remains some twenty miles to a
missionary station situated near Brussels. The priests sent to
them were often poor specimens of their kind. Some refused
to bury the dead when the families could not defray the
funeral expenses. Among them were found drunkards and
troublemakers. But the official story of the Roman Catholic
Church in that region (Milwaukee, 1900) makes no mention
of such things. And yet, one may well read in the journals of
the day things like: the priest has fled to Canada with the
choir director, carrying with him the church®& cash; pay
attention to the priests: do not let your wifes or daughters
approach them .88

Father Chiniquy had himself known a similar situation upon
arriving in lllinois in the middle of the century. Al was told,0
he wrote, ficoncerning the immorality and degradation of the
clergy in Illinois, things that surpass whatever | may have
imagined before. | felt myself seized by such a horror at the



stories that my first impulse was to distance myself quietly
and to return to Canada the very same day. But after
reflection, it seemed to me that these abominations
constituted a law for me to consecrate myself to the well-
being and salvation of such precious souls that the enemy
would have won, if they had been left without protection. 82
It was to assure that sort of protection that the C.O.R.
movement had been started in Desert, and Father Chiniquy
could not but approve. All in all, there were many similarities
with what he had encountered in Illinois. That Community
Church was another branch of the one vine, Jesus Christ, and
was entitled to his missionary solicitude and that of his
disciple Vilatte.

A PARTICULAR SITUATION

Nonetheless, in practice there were a number of problems
to solve. Within Bishop Vilatte® missionary environment, one
separated oneself from Rome in order to ndeclare onself an
Evangelical Protestant, make common cause with the
Reformation or with modern Protestantism.o’2 But the
members of the Church in Kewaunee, for example, attended
Mass as a central aspect of worship; celebrated all the
sacraments administered in their church of origin, and had
kept their devotional practices.

One sees readily that the pastoral situation that confronted
Msgr. Vilatte had unique characteristics. He was establishing
a church that practiced self-determination, the way it was
practiced in the C.O.R. movement. But it was done in the
style of the period. Community churches were to have their
first organizational structure, as a movement, in 1923. In the
meantime, one had to draw upon efforts with an inter-
denominational outlook, domestic and foreign, like the
S.M.C.F. It was possible to do good work and to earn one®
living in spreading the good news of the Bible, and in



education, or in the pastorate. But once a person arrived
there T and this was the case for Msgr. Vilatte in 1884 i one
became part of an ecclesiastical system. And that
constraining aspect did not fail to manifest itself in the
dialogue with Monsieur Barrette and the others.

The people did not want Evangelical Protestantism fipur et
dur.o Father Chiniquy understood this and referred his
disciple to Father Hyacinthe Loyson, then in charge of the
Gallican Church in Paris. He considered him to be on the
same Christian ecumenical ground as he and his work of
reform was within Catholicism.ZL Father Chiniquy, he wrote in
his autobiography (op. cit.), suggested that | write to the
famous P re Hyacinthe of Paris who, as a reformer and fellow
Gallican, would both sympathize and direct my ways.

Under the circumstances, this was the best option, even
though the orthodox of his movement, like Rieul P. Duclos,
deplored it. He denounced the orientation toward a
Catholicism inspired by Hyacinthe Loyson in France, a
timorous soul, resting in mid-path like D°llinger in Germany
and his Old Catholics who had not realized that the true
remedy is a radical reform: the revision of the human and
defective formulae in religious teaching, catechisms, sacred
history, dogmatic treatises, in order to put them in accord

with a teaching purely scriptural.2



GUILLAUME BARRETTE, 1829-1916%2

First Vice-President of the Diocesan
Council

Served as Supervisor, town of Ahnappe, and Chairman,

1829

1856

1862

1888

1890

Board of Supervisors, towns of Lincoln & Red River,
Kewaunee County, Wisconsin

Born on February 18 in Melain, Belgium, son of Fran-ois & Marie-
Josephte, n®e Guillaume.

Came to America via Quebec (Canada) with wife Eug®nie n®e Gosin
(1839-1889) and family. Settled on a farm in Red River (Kewaunee
County), Wisconsin.

Erected store, cheese factory and dwelling. Purchased a pier and a mill
on the bay shore (sold to his son William in 1895).

Elected church trustee on June 6. Appointed Vice-President of the
Diocesan Council. St. Mary& church was built in front of his store, on
the other side of the street.

One of the incorporators of the diocese on February 13. Same year,
post office established in his store, across from the church, with him
as postmaster. Named Duval Post-Office for Joseph Duval, a leading




1893

1816

lumber manufacturer who obtained the appointment for him. Mr.
Duval came to the area from Nicolet (Quebec), Canada.

Co-author of the book Ecclesiastical Relations between Old
Catholics of America and Foreign Churches.

Passed away on June 4. Buried in the parish cemetery.




GALLICAN, OLD CATHOLIC AND
EPI SCOPALIAN ASSISTANCE

On the recommendation of Father Loyson, Msgr. Vilatte
was ordained priest in Berne, 7 June 1885, by Msgr. Edward
Herzog. He had previously done a theological retraining at
Nashota House Seminary in Wisconsin and at the Christian
(Old) Catholic Faculty of Theology at the University of
Berne.l4

Father Loyson and Msgr. Herzog standing
Seated: Msgr. Josef Reinkens of Germany and a bishop
of the Church of England



Christlatholische Eirche Bovw. Bem 7 Juwe 1843

Transilstion From Latin

1. the undersigned, do hereby testify that I have
today, in the Church of the Holy Apostles Peter and
Paul, at Berne. the Priests Charles Hale, from
Baltimore, and Charles RHigy. of this church in
Berne, assisting, conferred upon the Rev. Deacon

René Vilatte
who has been presented and recomsended by the Right
Reverend John Hobart Brown, Bishop of the see of
Fond du Lac, 5tate of Wisconsin, in the United
States of America.
the order of the Priesthood

according to the Western Rite of the Catholic
Church.

Berne, the 7™ day of June 1885

In addition, like Father Loyson and the Gallican Church, who
had Bishops of the Anglican Communion as Episcopal
Visitors, including the Right Reverend Cleveland Coxe of
Western New York,”2 Msgr. Vilatte benefited from the support
and protection of Episcopalian Bishop John H. Brown of the
Diocese of Fond du Lac. He was recognized for his sanctity
and his generosity, and was concerned for the spiritual needs

of those newly arrived from Canada (Quebec) and Europe.f8



Bishop J.H. Brown Bishop A.C. Coxe

Everything augured well when he came back from Berne. He
undertook a tour of the French-speaking areas to the north of
Green Bay.

FRENCH CANADIAN FAMILIES AT THE
ORIGIN OF THE CHURCH IN WISCONSI N

The Robillards of Little Sturgeon, as we have seen, placed
at Msgr. Vilatte® disposal a little log cabin. It is there on 26
July, that he celebrated the first Mass of the Mission du Bon
Pasteur (Good Shepherd Mission).ZL Other French-Canadians
joined and helped him, including J&r! me Pelletier and family,
and Mrs. Robillard® brother S®@raphin Laviolette and family.

LAVIOLETTE FAMILY
S®@raphin Laviolette and his wife £I®ore Robitaille were at
St. Anne, lllinois, with Father Chiniquy, who baptized their

son Fran-ois on August 8, 1854.78 His parents were Joseph



Laviolette and Marie-Josette Roy from Petite-Nation, a
municipality founded in 184572 in the seignory of the same
name.8Y It followed the Ottawa river from Grenville to
Lochaber (Thurso) near Plaisance, Quebec, as shown in the
following map.8%

Locheber

The names of Joseph and Marie-Josette Laviolette (n®e Roy)
appear on the following certificate, written for the baptism of
Seraphin® sister Melanie, on December 9, 1835. 82
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On the 9th day of December 1835 I, the undersigned priest, have baptized Mélanie, two
months old, of the lawful marriage of Joseph Laviolette, farmer, and Marie-Josette Roy.
‘T'he godparents were Joseph Laviolette and Mélanie Paiement.

J.M. McDonald

S®raphin and his family emigrated to Wisconsin and settled |
at Little Sturgeon (township of Gardner), Door County, in
1860. This family3 has been a pillar of the church in

Wisconsin, especially Seraphin® son David and his wife
H® ne (Langevin), buried in the parish cemetery.



SERAPHIN LAVIOLETTE'S FAMILY IN CHURCH RECORDS
AT ST. ANNE IL AND AT GARDNER WI
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Family of David and H® ne (Langevin) Laviolette8

ROBILLARD FAMILY
Present in Illinois and in Wisconsin, the Robillards were
related by marriage to the Laviolettes. Melanie, Seraphin®
sister and David Laviolette® aunt, was married to Louis
Robillard who had influence and drew many to the C.C.C.
wrote Fred Katzer, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Green
Bay.82 He had a large circle of friends (and was) very
sociable.8% He was the son of Augustin and Marguerite
(Laviolette) Robillard, also from Petite-Nation. He was related
to Anselme Robillard,8Z a founding member of St. Anne
Church, Illinois, who in 1859 was among those who signed
the C.C.C. founding document.88



Louis Robillard Mélanie Robillard nee Laviolette

i
Daughters Mélanie (Mrs. Antoine Jenquinne), Lucie (Mrs. Waid Gigot)
and Henriette (Mrs. Salomon Taillet)

™ e

w

.

Son Francois-Xavier (Frank), wife Adolphine (Montquin)
and their children and grandchildren



Children and grand children of Frank and Adolphine
(Montquin) Robillard

| Names Marriage (M) | Spouses
Arthur M 1905.09.16 Bischno, Agnes

B 1882.09.16 Gardner Children: Eleonor, Frank,

£ 1973.01.01 Edna, Elmer and Sydney.

William (Emnil}) M 1909.07.12 Challe, Marie

B 1888.05.10 Children: Glennie, Gilbert, B 1890.08.22

D 1963.08.01 Wilmer and Bernice. D 1979.07.21
Nelson (Marcisse) M 1917.06.04 Haase, Anna

B 1892.05.21 One son : Herbert B 1897

D 1965.02.12 D 1985.01.08

Edouard (Eddie)
B 1885.05.16
D 1964.01.20

M 1909.01.26
Children : Byron, Therese,
Helpise, Donna and Belle

Pelletier, Esther
(1-Baptiste ** / L Dalebroux
B 1887 D 1973

Alfred (Fred)

Berceau, Mamie

Children: Archie and Gloria.

B 1889.01.11 One son: Le Roy

D 1964.01.18

Agnes Children: Mouthuy, Leo (1)
B 1896.01.09 Rose Mary, Tom, Reginald

D 1978.01.01 and Maurice Konshack, Jack (2)
Laura, 1897-1977 M 1916.04.19 Nikolai, William

Exzena, 1900-1932

M 1920.06.29
Children: Marjorie, Gail,
Ruby, Shirley

Braun, William

Emily, 1894-7

Children:

Dolores, Ronald and Perry.

We are grateful to Mrs. Glennie DeBroux, n® Robillard (b.
1910), her daughter Janice (now deceased) and son-in-law

Ritter, Arthur

Charles Enigl of Green Bay, who provided valued information

and photographs. She was baptized, confirmed and married

in Precious Blood Church, Gardner.29



Glennie (2"), he r.l gher anice (3™)
and sister nice (1)

L
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Baptism of Glennie Robillard



Robillard Settlement and First Mission Centre

We read in the book Mgr Vilatte, fondateur de I&Eglise
vieille-catholique en Am@®rique by J. Parisot,2L that Msgr.
Vilatte started his missionary work in Gardner township and
that he lived with a farmer® family. We know from
correspondence and from the census of the area that the
farmer was Louis Robillard and was occupying lot no. 36.
Later, he provided a log farm house to the missionary that
became the first chapel and rectory. The religious services of
the parish of the Precious Blood were held there until the
opening of the permanent church nearby (on lot no. 38), on
September 16, 1886. S.J. French visited the chapel and
wrote in the Living Church that it was a small house facing
the bay, a log cabin clapboarded over the logs, with a cross
arising from the centre of the ridge-poleé 22

That log house may still be standing on our home farm,
wrote Louisdgreat-great-grandson Reginald Robillard.22 One
of the houses that he built was used for years as a sheep
barn. Sometime later he built another house even larger. It
too still stands and is now used as a machine shed. Then,
either he or his son Frank (Fran-ois-Xavier) built the farm
house that my son Jodi lives in, which was made of cut
boards instead of logs. This house is where Nelson lived
before selling it to his son Herbert,22 who was my dad. That
house is where | grew up and also probably where Louis and
Melanie lived their last years.
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Robillard stone and memorial plaque in Precious Blood Cemetery, Gardner

PELLETIER FAMILY
Another French-Canadian family of interest is that of
J&rt me Pelletier, born in Sorel (Mont®®gie), Quebec. He
immigrated to the U.S. in 1851.22 Eight years later, on
October 4, he married Esther Giguere from Saint Robert
(Richelieu Co.), Quebec. He was then a voyageur or fur



trader.

The couple settled in Rockland, Ontanagon County,
Michigan, where their children Jean-Baptiste (1861-1947),
Marie-Louise (1863-1891), Agnes (1865) and Joseph (1867)
were born. Another child, Jos®phine, was born in 1868, in
Mattoon, Coles County, Illinois. In 1868, the family moved to
Gardner, Door County, where their children Louis (1870) and
Emma (1873) were born. According to the census of 1880,
Jerome was a farmer. He also carried mail from Sturgeon
Bay to Green Bay, which he did by foot.28

On December 12, 1885, J&*me joined the church at
Gardner with his children. Msgr. Vilatte presided at the
funerals of his daughter Josephine on August 22, 1887 as per
following inscription in the records of the parish.
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J&rt me was a widower when he joined the church and
became a collaborator of Msgr. Vilatte. His wife Esther had
died on 31 December 1875, seven years after they settled in
Wisconsin. He never remarried and brought up his children
with the help of his eldest son Jean-Baptiste with whom he
lived till he passed away on March 3, 1907.




Jérome Pelletier Jean-Baptiste Pelletier

The Reverend Jean-Baptiste Gauthier officiated at J&r! me®
burial as per the following inscription in the parish records.
Inscription for the burial of Jéréme Pelletier
March 5 1907 Graech + S50

Mr. Jerome Pelletier died at Gardner,

2 7
Door County, WI, on 3 March 1907. o '/-‘-’J'-'f-r-f erf//,, Aose i e, e

Internment took place from our church _"tf‘";‘” B “:f/"; s o i ;_ri;.,.f/ woskd 150
and cemetery of the Precious Blood, e :/" /f.""‘" 7 =, S R
Gardner, on the 5" of March, He was 76 / e ;‘(5&‘ j; !;" Fopealosy
years old. - //?;//r- o e gl
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Descendents of J&1me and Esther (Gigu re) Pelletier
J&rt me& son Jean-Baptiste married (1881) Louise
Dalebroux (1861-1938), with whom he had five children:
Marie Ghislaine (1882-1907), £douard (1884-1909), Esther
(1887-1973), Henri (1890-1976) and Arthur (1899-1902).
Esther was baptised at Precious Blood Church by Msgr.
Vilatte on June 26, 1887. She married £douard Robillard, the



son of Fran-ois-Xavier (Frank) and Adolphine n® Montquin.
They had their first child Byron baptised at Precious Blood
Church on May 9, 19009.
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Inscription of the baptism of Esther Pelletier  Esther Pelletier and husband Edouard
in Precious Blood Church register Robillard on their wedding day.

The Rev. Jean-Baptiste Gauthier, who succeeded Msqgr.
Vilatte at Gardner, baptised two of J&r* me& grandsons:
Constantin, son of Agnes and Auguste Jenquinne (Jenkins),
born in 1893, and William, son of Marie-Louise and Mark
Schuyler, born in 1895.

Other French Canadian Families Whose Names Are
Found in Precious Blood Church Registers
(Listed in alphabetical order)

CDTE
On September 27, 1886 Msgr. Vilatte baptised at Gardner
Fran-ois C't®, child of Joseph and Reina from Red River
(Duval) in Kewaunee County. They were neighbours of
Alphonse and Ferdinande (Darte) Vincent, originally from
Cglise du Calvaire in Green Bay (and buried from there in



1912 & 1906), who brought them to the church. Their son
£lie had been baptized the preceding year, on July 26 (first
recorded in Wisconsin church registers). Joseph and Reina
were followed by another Ctt® family, that of Michel
(Magloire) and Mary Anne n®e Pierce from Little Sturgeon in
Door County. Their infant girl Mary Anne was baptised in the
Church of the Precious Blood on June 12, 1890. Michel, born
in Canada (1841), was the son of Narcisse (Nelson) and £lise
ClHt®.

D£RY
Casimir and Marie (Cantin) D@®ry settled in Door County
from Canada in 1869. In Precious Blood Church their
grandson On®sime was baptised on August 25, 1898
(parents: Charles Richard & Alice) and their son Henri was
married to C®line Sacotte on April 18, 1906.

LANGEVIN

H® ne Langevin, daughter of Joseph and Adeline (Brunet),
and wife of church pillar David Laviolette, was the first one to
join the church in that family. She influenced her sister
Georgiana to join with her husband Robert Degodt. Also her
brother Frank and his wife Antoinette C®sar. David and
Marie-Jeanne, twin children of Georgiana and Robert, were
baptised in Precious Blood Church on May 23, 1895. Also
baptised two months later: Th®dore £douard, son of Frank
and Antoinette. They were married 16 June 1892 and lived in
Luxemburg, Kewaunee County.

LANGLAIS
Joseph (Jean-Baptiste) and Marie (Vanasse) Langlais, from
Little Sturgeon, Door County, were among the French
Canadians brought early into the church by the Vincents.
Their sons £douard (wife Lisette) and Paul (wife £loise) had
their children Marguerite and Georges baptised by Msqgr.



Vilatte, one on October 4, 1885, the other on April 18, 1886.

THIBEAULT

Odile Thibeault joined the church with her husband
Je&r®mie Laviolette, the son of S®raphin and Marie n®e
Lapierre. On October 17, 1886, Msgr. Vilatte baptised their
daughter £lise at Gardner. Under her influence, her sister
Victorine also joined with her husband Jules Delsart. On 25
September 1891 a baby boy was baptised in Precious Blood
Church, and on October 17, 1893, another one by the name
of Albert Jacques.

Most of these French Canadians were descendents of
traders and voyageurs of the eighteenth century who had
established themselves in the old settlement near Little
Sturgeon Bay. Some, like Joseph J.B. Langlais, had ancestors
listed on Menominee Mixed-Blood Tribal rolls. With his
assistance, Msgr. Vilatte was able to reach out to the
Menonimee Indians and in August 1885 he baptized one of
their elders, Simon Maringouin, aged 85. He also buried him
when he died on May 9, 1886.
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Burial of Menominee Elder Simon Maringouin

(First burial recorded in Wisconsin church registers)



CONSTRUCTION AND DEDICATION OF A
MISSION CHURCH

On October 4, 1885 a cemetery was donated to the
mission in Gardner township, Brussels sector, three miles
south of Little Sturgeon, and three weeks later, a chapel was
opened there. Later, on 23 January 1886, a campaign to
raise funds was launched for the purpose of building a
permanent church. Bishop Vilatte toured Chicago, New York,
Boston2’ and Baltimore. By March 22, the sum of money
received rose to $4,500.00. On a piece of land purchased
from Henriette Robillard® father-in-law Antoine Taillet
(Tahlier) on November 25, 1885, the work of construction
was begun: the rectory first, finished 20 May 1886, and then
the church, which was opened for worship on 16 September,
under the name Pr@cieux-Sang de J®sus (Precious Blood of
Jesus). It was dedicated by the Rt. Rev. John H. Brown the
following 20 September. The following account appeared in
the Northern Wisconsin historical review Voyageur.28 The
ceremonies were quite elaborate. Bishop Brown arrived from
Fond du Lac on the steamer Welcome and was taken by
carriage to the residence of Father Vilatte. The bishop was
accompanied by the Rev. Canon Smith, rector of the
cathedral at Fond du Lac and the Rev. Williams of Appleton.
Immediately on their arrival flags were hoisted on the top of
the church and the parish house, and the firing of guns
announced the event to the distant villagers. Early on
Sunday, two more priests arrived, Rev. Sweetland of
Jackenport, and Rev. Ernest De Beaumont of Sturgeon Bay.
Divine service commenced at half past nine. A long and
iImposing procession emerged from the parish house led by a
robed and surpliced choir and altar boys with banners and
cross, followed by clergy dressed in their clerical vestments,



the bishop with mitre and staff bringing up the rear of the
procession. With the church bells ringing, they marched
through the crowd of people gathered from all directions. As
the procession entered the church, the organ played a sacred
chant, the clergy walked up the sanctuary, and the service
commenced. After a hymn and opening prayer, the bishop
descended from his elevated seat and, surrounded by the
clergy, began the holy rite of confirmation. Twenty-two
candidates of different ages were conducted two by two to
the bishop® feet to receive holy confirmation. The Rev.
Father Vilatte celebrated mass in French and Bishop Brown
gave a sermon in English. At precisely noon, the services
concluded and the procession returned to the parish house in
precisely the same order as it had emerged two and a half
hours before.



Precious Blood Church and Rectory, Gardner

Father Vilatte, assisted by Father August M¢ller, had laid the
foundation stone of the church on June 7, 1886. The
document placed under the corner stone was in French and
German and read in part: We the undersigned dedicate
this church to be a holy temple of God, praying that as
often as the gospel is preached in the sanctuary of it
living waters of eternal salvation may flow into the
hearts of the people.



LEADERSHIP THAT FACILITATES

One sees there the character of the man: his capacity to
make things happen.22 This trait is obvious in the following
events. In 1886, he gave a Thanksgiving party for the
children that included lunch, games, plays and singing. The
day ended with vespers in the church at four o&lock. As
many as 85 children participated. Other years Thanksgiving
was observed with a mass followed by a banquet and musical
entertainment in Neville® hall, which the young ladies of the
congregation had decorated with banners and evergreens.
Sometimes as many as 150 people attended.
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Also in April 1887, at Sturgeon Bay, he was provided with
a horse and buggy. He came to a village of predominantly
German Catholics whom Roman bishop Messmer of Green
Bay had roused against him. But this did not prevent him
from suggesting to the businessmen of the community the
iIdea of establishing the administrative center of his church in
their town. Not only did they agree with him T because it was
to give the community national and international stature i
but they were also willing to provide him with a site where he
could build a seminary, a cathedral and an episcopal
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residence.

To the second bishop of Fond du Lac, Charles Grafton, who
attempted to put himself across his path,19 a priest wrote:
You may perhaps be able to rid yourself of the
embarrassment of Father Vilatte, here, at Precious Blood in
Gardner, now that he is departed for Duval. However, know
that in the village, the larger part of the population is with
him, and has decided to build a church. Bishop Grafton, who
succeeded Msgr. Brown, was the complete opposite of him.
Authoritarian and a centralizing force, he imposed himself on
the francophones and requested that property titles of
churches be transferred to the Incorporated Synod of the
Episcopal of the Diocese of Fond du Lac. Not wanting to be
subordinated to him, people assembled in synod, as we will
see, and elected their own bishop, in the person of Msgr.
Vilatte. This resulted in a conflict in which the Swiss church
and other churches of the Old Catholic movement in Europe
sided with Bishop Grafton.19l

Msgr. Vilatte was a man of stature physically and in other
ways. Among his foes, none could prove him to be dishonest;
or that he had ever appropriated funds to which he had no
right. When he built a church, if he lacked any funds, he
would sell his personal possessions (gold watch, etc.) so that
the work should be completed.o In such manner he has
erected, in Wisconsin, after Pr@cieux Sang, Gardner, the
churches of Sainte Marie in Duval (1888), Saint Joseph in
Walhain (1893) and Saint Louis de France in Green Bay
(1895). He also provided ministry to French-speaking
Menominee Indians as of August 1885 when he baptised 85-
year-old elder Simon Maringouin.

He is a practical and far-sighted man said H.S. Hughes Jr.,
traveling agent for the Wisconsin Central Railroad. | have
formed the highest opinion of him during our relations. He is
a thoroughly cultured gentleman, earnest and practical in his
plans.192 He is an excellent French orator, a man of attractive



manners, wrote R.C. Green Bay Bishop S.G. Messmer to U.S.
Apostolic Delegate Francis Satolli in May 1894. The Church
Scholiast (September 1887) said of him: he is a model
priest and pastor, a man full of energy and dignity, of science
and good management. All those who came into contact with
him where impressed with his gentleness. Here follows the
words of Episcopal priest Parker Curtis who visited him in
Duval in 1891:

He received us with warm welcome and hospitality. His
hospitality has always been a real thing. In the afternoon and
during the evening, formal receptions were held to meet the
bishop (C.C. Grafton). | should never forget the
embarrassment of Fr. Vilatte, who stood by the bishop& side.
Maria Hay, a blind woman who was principal singer in the
choir, put her arms around his neck and kissed him on the
cheeks. It was the spontaneous expression of the deep
affection she felt for her parish priest, and one saw that
affection manifested in many waysé He was about 37 years
old, calm, tall, strongly built, handsome, clean looking, full of
enthusiasm, spirited, with restless energy. There is no
sacrifice he would not have made in carrying out his work. He
was idealized by his people.183

He was moved by a spirit of pure dedication,124 and he
knew how to communicate it to many collaborators, including
former R.C. priests Ernest De Beaumonti®® and Erastus
Proth,19% whom he recruited to assist him in Sturgeon Bay
and in Gardner.

OLD CATHOLIC COLLEGE

Installed temporarily in a school, Father De Beaumont set
up a chapel and taught a class. A call for bids to build a
college or seminary was made. The Businessmen&
Association agreed to provide the needed acreage. The site
was chosen by Father Villatte at the head of Garland (now



Jefferson) Street. It consisted of three and a half acres on
both sides of Garland Street. The plans for the building,
prepared by a Chicago firm, were placed on display in the
office window of County Clerk Charles A. Masse. They showed
a two-story, eighty-foot-long building that would cost
$20,000 and be located atop the steep elevation on the east
side of Garland.1%Z The Sturgeon Bay Lumber Company
submitted the lowest bid and won the contract. An tract
called Appeal for the Construction of an OIld Catholic
College was published1®® and Msgr. Vilatte took off on an
eastern fundraising journey, having put Father Proth in
charge of the ministry at Gardner. His appearance in
Baltimore (Maryland) was enthusiastically reported in
November 1887.192 By February 1888, he was described as
having passed through Philadelphia, New York, Providence
and other eastern cities.110

While the fundraising was underway, word came that the
company was in bankrupcy and could not go forward with the
construction. On returning to Gardner in the Spring of 1888,
Msgr. Vilatte made known in a letter to the businessmen of
Sturgeon Bay, his decision not to establish the seminary in
their town. He gave as his reason the hostile attitude of the
inhabitants toward Father de Beaumont and the fact that he
and the seminarists and he had been persecuted. But the
real reason was otherwise: someone had barred the way.
Bishop Brown was ill; he would die within the month. And the
party that appeared likely to rise to the governance of the
Diocese of Fond du Lac was organized to put a check to his
projects of development.11l |n 1892, a city administration,
largely composed of the same men for whom the property
was being held in trust, decided to acquire it for park
purposes. In 1916, the nOId Catholic College Siteo was given
an official name i Garland Park. It was Sturgeon Bay®& first
park site.112



SYNOD IN STE. MARIE CHURCH, DUVAL

Upon the death of Bishop Brown, 2 May 1888, the church
had more than seven hundred faithful in Wisconsin. Some
235 at Duval, 240 at Gardner and 40 at Menominee. The rest
formed a diaspora constituted of the following towns and
villages: Green Bay (5 families), la Grande Baie (22),
Marinette (5), Robinsonville (4), Stevenson (5) and Valin
(25).113 As the church did not want to be subordinated to
Brown® successor, Grafton, whose authoritarian approach
was not compatible with the ecclesial democracy practiced in
the C.O0.R. movement, the idea of having their own bishop
began to circulate in the church and a diocesan board was
established on June 6, 1888.

Beside the need to administer the sacrament of
Confirmation (done only by a bishop in the C.C.R.C.C.) and
the desire that this be done in French, it was necessary to
have power to ordain priests in order to assure not only the
development and the extension of the pastorate, but also its
very survival. An assembly of clergy and lay delegates of the
churches and of the diaspora was called in synod to study the
situation and to take action. It was held at the Church of Ste.
Marie in Duval, County of Kewaunee, 16 November 1889.



Bishop Elect Vilatte, 1890

At the close of deliberations, it was decided to elect a bishop
in the person of Father Vilatte,114 in whom were recognized
the apostolic charisms of foundation, of teaching, and of
governance (leadership) of the church. He then undertook to
have the assembly define clearly the role they would have
him play and to guarantee that definition in a declaration of
the faith commonly held by the church. This resulted in the
Sketch of the Belief, published by the Ordinariate following
its incorporation 13 February 1890.115 Text on page 96.



Parish Church of Duval, Kewaunee County, WI

Dyckesville) was taken on June 6, 1888 and announced in
the Kewaunee Enterprise on July 6. Church trustee
Guillaume Barrette provided the land in front of his cheese
factory, on the southwest corner of County Highway A.

Construction started in the month of August. First the
church building (a Gothic frame construction), then the
rectory to the south of the church on the corner. An existing
Mixed-Blood burial ground to the south of the rectory was
acquired and blessed as parish cemetery.
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The church was dedicated to Ste. Marie. Its consecration
took place in 1890, following its incorporation on March 25.
The chalice used for the Mass was a gift from a prominent
Eastern family.




DECLARATION OF FAITH AND ORDER
(DUVAL DECLARATION) LS

Article 1. The Church

After the Ascension of Christ, there took place the
Pentecost, from which originated the Christian community of
Jerusalem, which engendered the universal Church.

We know, by the Acts of the Apostles, that election was, in
the primitive Church, the method of entering the church
ministry. Matthias was elected by the vote of his brethren
and having been approved by the Holy Spirit, became a
member of the Apostolic College (Acts 1, 23-26). Equally, for
the ordination of the first deacons, the Apostles convoked an
assembly of the believers and proposed to them to elect
seven persons to that office. These persons were then
presented to the Apostles who ordained them by imposition
of hands (Acts 6, 3-6).

The Gospels teach us that the Apostles had the same
power and the same authority. It was not to Peter alone that
Jesus gave the power to bind and to loose, but to all the
Apostles. The same, when he said: iGo, teach all nations:
sins will be forgiven to those whom you remit and retained
by those to whom you retain themo, he did not address Peter
to the exclusion of others (Mt 28,18; Jn 20,23; Mt 16,18-19).
We do not put in doubt that Jesus said to Peter: fithou art
Peter and upon this rock, | will build my Church.6 However,
Peter was, on that occasion, the oracle of the Holy Spirit and
spokesperson of the Apostolic College. Therefore, the
promise to build up the Church had begun to be fulfilled at
Pentecost, and the seal and power of the Holy Spirit were
seen equally upon all, just as have been given to all the
power to bind and loose. The Holy Spirit teaches us, in the
Epistle to the Ephesians (2, 20) that Peter is but one of the
cornerstones of the Church. The prophets and the Apostles
are the foundation, but it is Christ Jesus who sustains the



edifice.

Article 2. Holy Scripture

Holy Scripture is received as the inspired Word of God.
This precious revelation is interpreted by the Church in the
continuity of tradition, under the light of the Holy Spirit.

Article 3. The Creeds

We retain the Symbol of the Apostles, as also the creeds of
Nicea-Constantinople and of Saint Athanasius, which sum up
the teaching of Scripture and the Church.

Article 4. The Councils

We accept the general councils which are accepted by the
Christian churches, that of Nicea (325: against Arianism),
Constantinople (381: against Apolinarians and Macedonians),
Ephesus (431: against Nestorianism), Chalcedon (451:
against Monophysites), Constantinople (553: against
Nestorianism and Monophysites), Constantinople (680:
against Monothelites), and of Nicea (787: against
Iconoclasts). We accept equally the decisions of the Council
of Trent which make explicit the doctrine concerning the
seven sacraments.

Article 5. The Sacraments

We believe that the sacraments are the means employed
by the Holy Spirit to give us grace. And this, in virtue of the
words spoken and the rites accomplished in the faith and
with good disposition.

BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION

We see Baptism as the sacrament established by Chist to
purify us in the sense of John 3,5 and to make us members
of the Church. Confirmation in the Holy Spirit completes the
rite of our initiation into the Church.

PENANCE



We believe that it has pleased Christ to give to His church
the authority to accord pardon to those who have
transgressed the Law of the Gospel after their baptism.
Validly ordained ministers have the power to absolve in the
name and by the merits of Jesus Christ.

HOLY EUCHARIST

We Dbelieve in the true and real presence of the Lord in the
Holy Eucharist. Conforming to the Word of God and the
practices of the ancient Church, the sacrament is celebrated
In the vernacular, and communion is given in both species, of
bread and of wine (John 6,53).

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

This sacrament is given for the healing of the soul and
body. The Epistle of James (5,14-15) is explicit as to its
efficacy and administration.

HOLY ORDERS
This sacrament confers the power to carry out the
ministerial functions. The bishop is the ordinary minister.

MARRIAGE

Marriage is the sacrament that sanctifies the legitimate
union of a Christian man and a Christian woman. fiThe two
become one flesh.o (Ephesians 5,32).

Article 6. The Church and her Head

The Church is a society in which believers are united by
the profession of one and the same faith. That society has
Christ for its Head and Source of sanctity.

Article 7. The Episcopate

Episcopacy is as necessary to the life of the Church as
respiration for the life of humans. Instruments of unity and
guardians of the tradition, the bishops assure that the Church
has but one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and



Father of all. (Ephesians 6,5).

Article 8. Images and Statues

Images and statues are sacred things representing Christ
and the saints. One may use them for piety, according to the
rules of the Universal Church and the teaching of Scripture
concerning justification and salvation.

Article 9. The Cult of the Saints

There is only one mediator between God and man: Jesus,
the Christ, our Lord (1 Timothy 2,5). If one invokes the
saints, it is so that they may assist us by their prayers, as
Scripture and tradition teach.

Article 10. The Unity of the Church

We consider Scripture and the general councils of the
Universal Church as the fountain of our common Christian
faith. From that fountain flows the grace which is able to
erase our divisions and to restore the unity of the Church.

SOURCES OF INFLUENCE OF THE DUVAL
DECLARATION

The Duval Declaration had its sources in the theological
thought of Msgr. Vilatte, as well as in Chiniquyism, by which
the convenanting of 1889 relied on that of 1858-1859, and in
the base religious experience i the Catholic religion 7 to
which the French-speaking colonists in Wisconsin adhered.

Theological Thought of Msgr. Vilatte

The theology of Msgr. Vilatte is summarized by Msgr. C.F.
Durand, his successor in the leadership of the C.C.R.C.C. and
of the A.C.C., in his essay The OIld Catholic Church. Msqgr.
Durand based his essay on two of Bishop Vilatte® writings he

found interesting and worthy of admiration:1X What Was



Catholic Once Must Be Forever (WWCO) and We
maintain the faith revealed once for all (WMTF).

Vision

Msgr. Vilatte proclaimed a modern renewal of the old
Catholicism,12 made under the inspiration of Christ, our sole
Head. He saw the Church united as in the time of the
undivided Christianity of East and West.112

Mission

He did not wish to found a new religion, but rather to live
in the Church revealed in the New Testament and the
writings of the first centuries.222 The Church built upon
Christ, the rock that does not fail.121

Protest

He held as erroneous the dogmas of doctrinal infallibility
and of universal jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome. He did
not accept that making these errors dogmas by the Pope and
the majority of the Vatican Council (1870) sufficed to make
them truths of faith.

Objectives

He looked for a reform of theology to counteract
falsifications.122 He wanted also to reform ecclesiastical
structures and to re-establish Christian unity.

Reform of Theology

He distinguished dogma and theology. He understood
dogma in the sense of the words of Christ, reported in
Scripture, and theology as the interpretation of His teachings
(to facilitate their acceptance and to put them into practical
use). The distinction between the two is based on the
criterion of catholicity of Saint Vincent of Lerins: that is
Catholic which had been believed everywhere, always, and



by all. Msgr. Durand adds that the Christian churches could
not err if they have always believed in the doctrine taught by
the Apostles. As for theological interpretations of the
doctrine, they depend on reason, on science, and on history
and the diverse knowledge of which humanity is possessed.
As well, faith and liberty are reconciled: faith does not
depend on the caprices of schools, but on the historical and
objective witness of the Church and the liberty of critique or
reason peculiar to the traditions and religious interests of
each particular church.123

Faith is the deposit of all the precepts confided by Christ to
His disciples. It is a deposit that belongs to no one in any
exclusive fashion, but one which each church must conserve
without omission or addition. Theology, as far as it goes,
pertains to reason, to history, to critiqgue, and obeys
established rules, as is the case in all the sciences. The fruits
of faith are not to discover new dogmas, nor to complete the

revelation transmitted once and for all to the saints.124

Reform of Ecclesiastical Structures

To return the Church to what Christ wanted it to be: this
was the task. He has established a hierarchy to help the
believers to attain the goal, not to dominate them. If anyone
would be the first, he ought to serve his brothers and sisters.

The primary responsibilities of pastors are to awaken the
conscience of believers and to facilitate their illumination;
and to carry themselves as if they were another Christ.125
The mission of the Church is essentially religious and
spiritual. Christ has not given it worldly or temporal
authority. To the Apostles and disciples that He had chosen,
He left strict rules to the end that they should be examples to
the assembly. The first bishops were overseers, not
masters.12% The primitive Church was gathered under one
head and lord: the Christ. The pastors and other believers
formed a single body and a single soul. If a dispute arose, it



was the local church that restored peace.

Gradually, comments Msgr. Durand, the ties of
brotherhood and of charity were formed among the diverse
local churches, and synods appeared even before one spoke
of general councils. One sees that it is necessary to relegate
to its original significance not only the role of the episcopacy,
but also that of synod and council. We work to explicate
them in the sense that they had in Scripture and ancient
tradition, when we speak of the concepts of pastor, bishop,
synod, council, ecclesiastical authority and infallibility. The
Church is monarchical in her constitution but it is so because
of Christ the King, its sole monarch. In practice, the Church
Is a simple human society that became, with time, a
universal republic. The See of Rome has eventually acquired
a certain primacy because the city had become the capital of
the Roman Empire. But it is a primacy of honor, not of
jurisdiction. Christ did not select one of His disciples to set
him up above the others. When He told Peter to feed his
sheep and his flock, that was to set in relief within his
episcopal function, a function of which he had shown himself
unworthy in denying his Lord. When he repented, he
deserved to be re-installed, and he was. But it is an error to
transform that reinstallation into an exaltation above the
others. Such was the spirit in which Msgr. Vilatte wanted to
restore the conception of the Church and bring about a
necessary ecclesiastical reform.

Re-establishment of Christian Unity

From the very beginning of his pastoral ministry, Msgr.
Vilatte worked to re-establish Christian unity. We know his
efforts with Father Chiniquy whose desire he shared to
embrace all Christians as brothers and sisters, according to
the law of the Gospel. He encouraged a return to the spiritual
union of the Primitive Church: the bonds of peace capable of
producing a veritable Christian brotherhood throughout the
world.



He distinguished the essentials upon which the churches
should build their unity, such as the same faith professed in
East and West,12Z and others, secondary, such as preserving
the autonomy and distinct character of each and all. When all
will love each other and work together for the social well-
being, spiritually united to Christ, under the bond of love
(Luke 14,23),128 God reigning in their consciences, then
union on disputed points will be achieved.

In sum, Msgr. Vilatte saw the Church recreating its unity
under the power of Divine Love. That vision realizes itself
through respect for conscience,122 in building the Church in
Christ and upon the truth given once and for all to the saints.
In professing, in the East and in the West, the faith of the
Church which Christ has founded and which the Apostles
proclaimed; not by introducing a vortex of innovations (such
as the dogma of doctrinal infallibility and of universal
jurisdiction of the Bishop of Rome) as the West had done
while the East held to the Catholicity of the undivided
Church.130

CHINIQUYISM

Article 1 of the Declaration, concerning the Church, took
up the principle of democratic functioning put into action at
St. Anne, lllinois, within the French-Canadian C.O.R.
movement, as well as the corollary concept of election as the
means of entry into the ministry. Matthias was elected by the
vote of his brethren, and for the ordination of the first
deacons, the Apostles convoked the assembly of the
believers and proposed that they elect seven persons to that
office.

Article 6 extends the first. It defines the Church in the
terms used by Father Chiniquy: as a society of persons
entered into alliance of faith between them and with God.
And its head and its source of sanctity is Christ. The second
part of Article 1, on the equality of Peter with the other



Apostles and upon the interpretation to be given of Matthew
16, 18-19 (Peter being on that occasion the oracle of the
Holy Spirit), likewise transmits the thinking of the reformer
Chiniquy. As also Article 10 as regards ecumenism.

Finally, Articles 8 and 9, on devotional practices, are taken
in the sense of the positions adopted at St. Anne, lllinois, in
1858: the use of images and statues should not contradict
scriptural teaching on justification and salvation. The blood of
the Lamb immolated on Calvary, wrote Father Chiniquy, was
alone sufficient to take away the sins of the world and to

purify our souls.131

FORMER RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

The influence of Roman Catholicism superimposed itself on
the Chiniquist on the subject of the Church. This is manifest
in Article 1, where are mentioned the Apostolic College, to
which Matthias was integrated, and ordination by imposition
of hands in apostolic succession. Also of Catholic inspiration
are: the Bible interpreted in the continuity of tradition, in the
light of the Fathers of the Church (Article 2); the faith
defined in the Symbol of the Apostles and the Creed of
Nicea-onstantinople (Article 3), the seven sacrements
understood in the sense of the Council of Trent (Article 5), as
well as the historic episcopate, seen as necessary to the life
of the Church (Article 7).



Old Catholic Position of Msgr. Vilattel32

Vicar General Joseph Marx of the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Green Bay, WI, wrote that Bishop Vilatte

e Rejected the doctrine of infallibility and authority of the
Pope and exalted that of the Ecumenical Councils.

e Denied the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

e Used vernacular French instead of Latin in the liturgy of
the Mass and the administration of the sacraments.

e Denied the necessity of auricular confession. Used the
Old Catholic form of general confession and absolution.

e |n the Creed he denied that the Holy Ghost proceeds
from the Father and the Son.

e Defined the Mass as a memorial of the Last Supper (and
of the sacrifice offered once for all on the Cross) in
which Jesus Christ exists under the forms of bread and
wine.

e Administered Holy Communion under both forms
claiming it was unbiblical to do otherwise.

e Advocated marriage of the clergy, observance of the
second commandment of God: no idols, Blessed Virgin

Mary and saints honored, not adored nor prayed to.133




DIFFICULTIES CAUSED BY THE SECOND
EPI SCOPALIAN BISHOP OF FOND DU LAC

What came out of the Duval Synod did not please Bishop
Grafton, and as a consequence he declared war. As he
claimed jurisdiction over the church, he did not attack the
church trustees, nor the members of the parishes and
missions, but the person of their bishop-elect. His strategy
was to create a cognitive dissonance and to have Msgr.
Vilatte discredited, first of all by the Old Catholic Church in
Europe, to which a certain number of Belgians were
sympathetic, and also by the Roman and Anglican
Churches.134

The idea was that, once rejected by important
denominations, he would be abandoned by his clergy and
faithful. We must give credit to Bishop Grafton® strategy, for
it found supporters. The first to support it was Swiss Bishop
Herzog. An admirer of the Anglican Communion, above all
the Province of the United States 0 the Protestant Episcopal
Church of the U.S.A.132 i he was hoping to establish
intercommunion with it, and had a dispute on the subject
with his grand vicar, Dr. Eugene Michaud, who favoured a
rapprochement with the Orthodox.138 In a letter, a copy of
which is preserved in the church archives, he promised to
assist Bishop Grafton in his fight with Msgr. Vilatte and to ally
to this effort his colleague Josef Reinkens of Germany and
the episcopate of the Netherlands.13Z The church trustees,
who had counted upon asking the episcopal conference of the
European Old Catholic Church Union to consecrate their
elected bishop,128 undertook to find an alternative.
Meanwhile, they placed themselves under the protection of
the Russian Orthodox bishop Vladimir (Sokolovsky), then
Ordinary in America. On 9 May 1891, he published the
following declaration: By the grace of God and the authority



given by apostolic succession, We, Vladimir, bishop of the
Orthodox Catholic Church, make known to the clergy of the
several denominations that the Reverend J. Ren® Vilatte,
superior of the Old Catholics at Duval, Wisconsin, is an
orthodox catholic under the protection of our Church, and no
one, be it bishop or clergy, has any right to interdict or
suspend him from the exercise of his ecclesiastical functions,
except the Synod of the Russian Church; and that all action
contrary to this declaration is null and invalid, according to
the liberty of conscience and the laws of the country.

Dr. Eugene Michaud Rt Rev. Vladimir Sokolowsky
Dean of the Christian Catholic Faculty of Russian Orthodox Bishop in America
Theology at Berne, 1876-1917 {Aleutian Islands and Alaska)

The second to align himself with the strategy of Bishop
Grafton was Father Jean-Baptiste Gauthier. He did so not out
of a spirit of malice, but for fear of having to live in indigence
If he separated from the Episcopalian jurisdiction. He was in
poor health, being afflicted by renal problems needing
medical attention. If you are sick, my dear Father, who is
going to pay the fees of the physician? asked the Bishop.
Certainly not your faithful, who are themselves without
funds. And even less your so-called synod, whose churches
and missions would not have been established without the



assistance provided by my predecessor Brown. He succeeded
in winning him to his side, and that was a hard blow for

Msgr. Vilatte, said Stanley Greene, because Father Gauthier
was a friend of long standing.122 He had influence over the
people, who attributed to him spiritual gifts, and they aligned
with him under Bishop Grafton. This permitted the latter to
extend his hand over the churches: to Gardner first, and later
Duval.

It was simple to bring Gardner under rule, where the deed
had been made to the Diocese of Fond du Lac. But at Duval,
the church was for the exclusive use of the Christian
Catholics.142 Msgr. Vilatte would not have been deprived of
Duval by the Episcopalians had he had the money to go to
court, because he would certainly have won his case.ot4!

In spite of these difficulties, which would have defeated
many, Msgr. Vilatte remained at the helm of the church. In
1890 he incorporated and led the Ordinariate with the
assistance of Brother Bernard E. Harding, whom he had
admitted to the Society of the Precious Blood the preceding
year. This clergyman, known in religion as Augustine de
Angelis, was to found the Benedictine Priory of St. Dunstan
on March 17, 1908 with five S.P.B. religious.
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Born in Bristol, England, in 1856, Brother Harding took the
St. Benedict habit at St. Gregory® Abbey, Shawnee,
Oklahoma (then called Sacred Heart) on March 6, 1879 and
made professed vows on March 25. 1880. According to the
abbey® annalist, he was a man of some degree of formal
education. One of the best letters from the monastery to the
New York Freeman Journal came from his hand.142 He left
the Benedictines 2 November 1880 and for the next decade,
worked under the aegis of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate
(O.M.1.), teaching in Colombo, Sri Lanka (Ceylon). He resided
at St. Bernard® Seminary, a school connected with the
O.M.I. He was to play a key role in the consecration of Msgr.
Vilatte. Having worked in Colombo as a missionary, he made
Msgr. Vilatte aware, along with the church trustees, of the
existence in that region of an autonomous church similar to
theirs: the Independent Catholic Church of Ceylon, Goa and
India. The church was directed, at Colombo, by Msgr.
Antonio F. X. Alvares, with whom Msgr. Vilatte was to
discover he had many things in common. Let us say a few
words concerning this bishop.

ASSISTANCE OF MSGR. ANTONI O F.X.
ALVARES OF SRI LANKA



Msgr. Antonio Alvares

Msgr. Alvares was born to a wealthy family in the region of
Salcete in Goa, 29 April 1836. He was fourteen when a liberal
government came to power that suppressed the religious
orders and promulgated the separation of the Church and
State in Portugal. In reaction to these measures, Pope
Gregory XVI replaced ecclesiastical constitutions by apostolic
vicariates under the control of Propaganda Fidei. The Church
of the Portuguese colony of Goa and Sri Lanka (Ceylon) was
placed under the jurisdiction of the Bombay Vicariate in
India.

A movement of opposition to that fiVaticanizationo of the
Church of the Portuguese colony 6 the Pardoado & was
founded and Father Alvares gave it his support after his
priestly ordination at Bombay in 1862. He campaigned with
the pen, editing in 1877 the newspaper A Cruz, that Msgr.
Antonio S. Valente, R.C. Bishop of Colombo, would ban five
years later. He launched other reviews and newspapers, of
which O Progresso de Goa did little but accentuate the
differences with his bishop. There ensued an Independent
Catholic Church, of which he became bishop under the name
of Mar Julius. The metropolitan Mar Paul Athanasius of the



Malankara Syriac Orthodox Church in India (Malabar Coast)
laid hands on him in 1889, with the accord of Patriarch
Ignatius Peter |1l of Antioch. The synthesis of his theological
ideas is found in his book, A supremacia universal na
Egreja de Christo, published in 1898.

From 1895, Msgr. Alvares suffered much at the hands of
civil and religious authorities. He was arrested, condemned
for sedition, imprisoned, declared schismatical and
excommunicated by Rome. He took the road to exile many
times and in his later years was in a state of great poverty,
having to take up a collection from door to door to assure his
subsistence and that of the needy he was looking after.

He died 23 September 1923, at the Misericordia Hospital in
Colombo, where he had been admitted as a poor person, at
87 years of age. He laid in state in city hall and was buried in
the St. Ines Cemetery in Goa. Catholicos Basileus Mar
Thomas Matthew discovered his burying place and went to
pray at his grave in 1967, during a visit to Goa. At his
request, the remains of Msgr. Alvares were transported to
Rebandar to be laid to rest in the Church of St. Mary in 1982.
He is venerated as a saint by the Malankara Syriac Orthodox
Church.

CONSECRATION OF MSGR. VILATTE

Church secretary Father Harding and trustees Barrette,
Debecker and Marchand made contact with Msgr. Alvares.
They laid their situation before him and asked him to
consecrate their bishop-elect. Favorable to their request, he
verified the prospective consecration with Patriarch Ignatius
Peter Il and sent a positive response from Bombay 10 May
1891: We, from the bottom of our heart (€), rejoice to see a
large number of true Christians making heroic efforts in the
same direction as ourselves in the New Worldé If the
necessary arrangements could be made (é) we should confer



the Episcopate on such a worthy Minister of Godé We also
(have) the Latin Rite and our belief is that of the Apostles
and the Primitive Church, sine additione negue omissione,
with the creeds of the Antiochean Churché Church trustee
Barrette took up a collection and brought in $225. Msgr.
Vilatte took the ship to Colombo from New York, 15 July
1891. Receiving the news, Bishop Grafton lost no time
intervening. And understanding that Msgr. Vilatte had not yet
arrived at his destination, sent a telegram to Msgr. Alavares
and the Syriac Orthodox authorities, attempting to becloud
the issue.

Nearly a year elapsed, wrote Msgr. Alvares, since the
application of the Christian Catholics of America to
consecrate Msgr. Vilatte, and the sanction of the Holy See of
Antioch thereon. The pros and cons were fully investigated in
Ceylon, Malabar, and Antioch, and it was after mature
deliberation that the sanction for consecration was granted.
Msgr. Vilatte, who did not expect such a crucial test, reached
Ceylon before the investigation was over, and he had thus to
wait for over nine months on the island. The ceremony took
place on the 29th of May 1892, and we declare to have
imposed hands on Msgr. J. Ren® Vilatte, with the assistance
of the Bishops of Niranam and of Kottayam in Malabar, Mar
Paul Athanasius and Mar George Gregorius, and to have
canonically, licitly, and validly consecrated him bishop in our
cathedral in Colombo. The consecration took place in the
presence of a distinguished audience, including the United
States Consul William Morey and Dr. P.M. Lisboa Pinto, who
acted as witnesses.143

The whole process is described in the archives of the
C.C.R.C.C., starting with 29 December 1891, when Patriarch
Ignatius Peter issued, in Mardin, Turkey, the Bull authorizing
the consecration of Msgr. Vilatte, with the rank of Archbishop
Metropolitan, under the name of Mar Timotheus.



H.H. Ignatius Peter III Patriarchal Bull for the consecration

The following details are given. On March 25, 1892, the
Patriarchal Bull was received by Mar Dionysios, Metropolitan
of Malabar, India. On May 25, it was brought to Colombo by
Msgr. Alvares, who was accompanied by Mar George
Gregorius, Metropolitan of Niranam, and Mar Paul
Athanasius, Metropolitan of Kottayam. From 26 to 28 May,
Mar Gregorius and Mar Athanasius performed on Msgr.
Vilatte the preparatory ceremonies, in accordance with the
usage of the Syriac Orthodox Church. On May 29, in Our
Lady Church, Colombo, Mar Gregorius and Mar Athanasius
preluded to the consecration with prayers and blessings, to
which deacons responded chanting in Syriac language. Msgr.
Alvares, the chief consecrator, presided the rite of
consecration according to the Roman Pontifical. Msgr. Vilatte
made a profession of faith to Msgr. Alvares and responded to
his interrogations. Then Dr. Lisboa Pinto, a high-ranking
officer of the church in Ceylon, read the Bull of the Patriarch
authorizing the consecration. During the Mass, concelebrated
by Msgr. Alvares, Mar Gregorius and Mar Athanasius, Msgr.
Vilatte® hands and head were anointed, followed by
iImposition of hands, simultaneously, by the three



consecrating bishops. At the offertory, bread, wine and
candles were presented by the new bishop to Msgr. Alvares,
the chief consecrator, as indicated in the Roman Pontifical. At
communion, Msgr. Vilatte was given the episcopal emblems
(miter, crossé ), solemnly enthroned, and led in procession in
the church by Mar Gregorius and Mar Athanasius, while the
Te Deum was being sung. Then he was brought to the pulpit,
where he performed the triple blessing on the assembly.
According to the account published in May 1892, in The
Independent Catholic (Colombo), the church was
decorated with flowers and ferns, perfumed with oriental
incense, and illuminated by beeswax candles. The American
diplomatic corps was present, led by Consul William Morey.
On 30 May, he made an agreement that describes the
rapport he was to have with the Patriarchate of Antioch. More
specifically, he promised that the Confession of Faith read at
his consecration was to be the foundation and rule of his
conduct.142 On Pentecost Day, June 5, he received the
pallium, and three days later, he departed for America.



Bishop Vilatte’s Original Certificate of Consecration in Syriac'*®
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Photograph taken after the consecration. 1* row, from left to right: Msgr. Vilatte, Mar
Ivanios, Bishop of Kadanad, Mar Dyonisios, Metropolitan of Malabar, Mar Athanasius,
Bishop of Kottayam, Mar Gregorius (St. Gregory of Parumala), Bishop of Niranam,
Msgr. Antonio F.X. Alvares. 2™ row: Seminarians and faculty from Kottayam.

In his Short History of the Syrian Orthodox Church in
| ndia published in Arabic in 1973, Patriarch Mar Ignatius
Jacob Il confirmed that Latin priest Ren® Vilatte joined the
church. And following orders by H.H. Patriarch Peter,
Metropolitans Mar Athanasius Paulose and Mar Gregorius
Givargese traveled to Ceylon to investigate him, and along
with Metropolitan Alvares, consecrated him Metropolitan for a
new Archdiocese in America.

ONE OF THE CONSECRATORS NOW A SAINT

A few words concerning Mar Gregorius, co-consecrator of
Msgr. Vilatte. He was a holy monk, canonized by the
Malankara Syriac Orthodox Church in 1947, and known as St.
Gregory of Parumala, from the name of the island where he
dwelt in Kerala, India. He was held as a prophet in the style
of Elijah and John the Baptist. He was born in 1848, in the
Chathuruthy family in Mulanthuruthy, Kerala. He had three
brothers and two sisters. His mother died when he was a



child, and he was entrusted to the care of the monk
Geevarghese of Chathuruthy, who brought him up.

St. Gregory of Parumala
He was ordained deacon in 1859, and then priest in 1865, by
Joseph Mar Dionysius, who received him as monk in 1872.
Patriarch Ignatius Peter IlIl consecrated him at Paravoor,
Kerala, on 10 December 1876, as metropolitan of Niranam,
India. One of the accomplishments of St. Gregory was the
establishment in Parumala of a seminary that he directed as
superior, living in prayer and fasting, eating frugally and
assuring the biblical and doctrinal formation of the priests of
his diocese. He died on 2 November 1902. Thousands of
persons are said to have received favors and blessings by his
intercession. His tomb, set in the metropolitan church of
Niranam, is frequently visited by a large number of pilgrims.
St. Gregory was prelate commander of the Order of the
Crown of Thorns in India.14Z



Ceylon Journey made by St. Gregory of
Parumala

Another account of Bishop VilatteG
consecration

http://www.parumalachurch.com/html/ceylon/ceylon.htm

St. Gregory was able to establish branches of the
Malankara Church not only outside Kerala, but also outside
India. In 1889 he elevated Rev. Fr. Alvares as a Ramban and
later participated in his elevation as H.G. Mar Julius Alvares
Metropolitan. The church decided to elevate one of the new
members of the church who had embraced our church from
another faith in U.S.A. as a Metropolitan. For this purpose St.
Gregory went to Colombo with H.G. Mar Athanasios
Metropolitané Mar Julius Alvares Metropolitan was with them.
They reached Tuticorin via Alappuzha and Trivandrum, and
from there they reached Colombo. On the way they
encountered many obstacles, accidents and even attacks
from the Roman Catholics, but God Almighty protected them
and saved them. Great leaders among our new members
there like Dr. Pinto gave leadership for the reception of the
Metropolitans and they all reached St. Mary® Church of Mar
Alvares Metropolitan.

On Thursday (28 May 1892) the Ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ was celebrated. On that day Rev. Fr. Vilatte was
elevated as a Ramban and on 17th he was elevated as a
Metropolitan. He was elevated as Mar Vilatte Timotheos
Metropolitan of the U.S.

The consul of America in Colombo (William Morey)
received our Metropolitans with great reverence and respect,
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and willingly shared the expenses of the consecration, and he
did what he could to make the proceedings beautiful and
successful. The Latin Christians from Sri Lanka who had
embraced the Orthodox faith had given a reception to all the
Metropolitans and honoured them with many gifts. The
Metropolitans thanked them for their good words and deeds.

Coming back from Ceylon, they enjoyed a reception at
Trivandrum under the auspices of our parish there. At the
initiative of Mar Timotheos Metropolitan both the senior
Metropolitans received an honour from the government of
U.S.A. viz. iCommander of the Order of the Crown of
Thorns.0 This honour and the establishment of a branch
overseas were a piece of good fortune for the Malankara
church.




William Morey, 1837-1908

Knight Commander Chev. commandeur
Order of the Crown Ordre de la Couronne
of Thorns d’Epines

Witness at the E—E;R Témoin lors de la

consecration of Msgr. consécration de Mgr

Vilatte in Colombo as Vilatte a Colombo

per the following comme |'atteste sa

signature signature ci-aprés
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EPISCOPATE AND LATER YEARS
1892-1929

Inside view of Ste Marie
Church

Back in Wisconsin, Msgr. Vilatte inaugurated his episcopal
ministry at Duval on August 5, 1892. A brilliant procession
escorted him to the Church of Sainte Marie where he gave his
first pontifical blessing to his diocesans.148 On August 24, he
held a service in Green Bay, in a building near the East River,
where twenty families placed themselves under his
jurisdiction. It was the beginning of a mission that was to
become Saint Louis Church. People of that locality wished me
to come said Msgr. Vilatte to the reporter of the Daily State
Gazette and | complied with their request. Services will be
held near the East River regularly.142 On Sunday last (Sept.
11) reported the same paper, he sang his third Mass in
Green Bay since his return. A lot has been secured, and very



soon a temporary chapel will be built as the present place of
worship is too small to hold the congregation.2%

The following week, he ordained Brother B.E. Harding
priest for the Green Bay Mission and went to Montreal. He
visited Father Chiniquy who was staying with his daughter
Rebecca and her husband, the Reverend Joseph L. Morin, at
65 Hutchison Street. He also went to visit his former teachers
at the Coll " ge de Saint Laurent.131

In October, he conceived a diocesan journal that was
launched the first Sunday of Advent under the name The Old
Catholic. It contained an appeal to return to the Ancient
Faith and Practice. We call upon you, he wrote, to submit to
the dogmas and decisions of the Holy Spirit Who in older
times spoke to our fathers in diverse tongues, and today
speaks by the Holy Bible and the Sacred Tradition which is in
harmony with the Eternal Word and the seven holy God-
inspired Ecumenical Councils. He ended by saying: The
principles underlying these words form the basis upon which
(our church) is built upon. The text began with the words: In
the Christian faith, nothing new can be created, nothing
invented or imagined. The true religion of Christ came forth
perfect from God and no one may lawfully either add or take
away one iota from it.

On March 23, 1893 he admitted £tienne C1t® formerly of
£glise du Calvaire (Green Bay) to the S.P.B.. He was
ordained the following year for ministry at the Menonimee
Mission and in 1895 went on to found Montreal Parish. Also in
the Spring, he admitted into the clergy former Belgian R.C.
priest Florent de Menlenane for ministry in Duval and in
Walhain.132

ORDER OF THE CROWN OF THORNS
(O.C.T.)
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On May 30, 1893, he became Grand Master (G.M.) of the
O.C.T. That order was established in America 1 June 1891,
under the patronage of Patriarch Ignatius Peter I1l, by Rev.
Gaston J. Fercken. It was inspired by the Ordre du Genest133
founded in 1239 by Saint Louis, King of France to assure his
personal safetyl®% and the protection of the precious treasure
preserved in the Sainte Chapelle in Paris: the Crown of
Thorns of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The goals of the O.C.T. are to become noble and wise in
the sense Saint Paul lays down (Col 2 & 3, Eph 2 & 4, Rm 6-
7); to advance personal growth on a social and spiritual
level; to form a standard against evil and suffering, and to
reward persons who believe in God made flesh, Jesus Christ,
and who appreciate the privilege of having the Christian
faith, promote its doctrine and combat error in all its forms.
Also, to reward piety, humility, and philanthropy, wherever
they are found.1%%

The Order is made up of Sir and Lady knightsl26 and
commanders. It offers the possibility of becoming S.P.B.



religious under its aegis to members who wish to submit
themselves to a rulel®Z and to certain vows, to develop the
bond of peace and to guard the temple.128 A ring, worn by
the religious of the Order, was specially designed for the
O.C.T., as was a seal with the inscription knighthood of the
crown of thorns and an insignial®® suspended from a ribbon
worn around the neck. The seal of the Grand Master shows
the ribbon and the insignia attached to the arms of the
church, as stipulated in the following Declaration made in
Portland, Oregon, by Past G.M. the Reverend Fercken: I, the
undersigned, first Grand Master of the Chivalrous and
Religious Order of the Crown of Thorns in America
(established June 1, 1891), have transferred my charge and
functions of G.M. to His Eminence J. Ren® Vilatte of the Old
Catholics in America and to his successors in the episcopate
(C.C.R.C.C.), with full powers to confer the grades of the
Order and to make such modifications in them as he may
deem fit for the well-being, honor and perpetuity of the
Order. Given at Portland, Oregon, June 1, 1893.160



Gaston J. Fercken, 1855-1930
Grand Master of the O.C.T., 1891-1893

Born 10 June 1855 in Aleppo, the son of the Dutch Consul
in Syria, William E. Fercken and Sophie Hortence (Blanche)
n®e Fautrier.18L Educated in Beirut, Lebanon, Smyrna,
Turkey, Geneva, Switzerland, and Middleton, CT. Ordained a
priest on June 8, 1884 by Rt Rev Abraham N. Littlejohn,
Episcopal Bishop of Long Island, N.Y. (1868-1901). In 1885
he married Celina (Phebe) Roberdeau Shober, from
Salisbury, North Carolina. She was the daughter of
congressman Francis Shober. From 1884 to 1892, he was
rector of Emmanuel Church, 320 Great River Rd., Islip, NY.
Around that time, he came into contact with Msgr. Vilatte
through the Rt Rev. Arthur C. Coxe (+1896), Episcopal
Bishop of Western New York. In 1891, the Syriac Patriarch
gave him the authority to re-establish the O.C.T. and he took
office as G.M. on June 1. By his mandate Msgr. Vilatte



invested as Knight Commander, in Colombo, Sri Lanka, on
May 30, 1892 Syriac Archbishops Mor Julius Alvares
(Colombo), Mor Athanasius Kadavil (Kottayam), Mor
Gregorius Geevarghese (Niranam) and U.S. Consul William
Morey. Expenses for the ceremony were paid for by the
American Consulate at Colombo. From 1892 to 1893, he was
rector of St. Stephen® Church 1432 SW 13th Avenue,
Portland, Oregon. In 1893, he resigned his parish work and
his position as G.M. of O.C.T. to administer an orphanage
and work in evangelism in Smyrna, Turkey.X82 On May 30,
for entirely personal reasons (he) transferred (his) charge of
Grand Master of the Order to His Grace J. Rene Vilatteé,
whose wisdom, influence, and social position will shed a
greater lustre upon an Order still young, but destined to rival
those of a glorious pasté 163

Rev. Fercken wrote the following books: Among the
Ruins of the Apocalyptic Cities, Posson® Seed Ed.,
Portland, OR, 1895, Twelve Letters to My Son,
Philadelphia 1903 (letters dealing with biblical questions),
Even Thine Altars, or Prayer and Bible Prayers,
Philadelphia 1904 (prayers for different occasions) and The
Divine Philosophy, Philadelphia 1905 (letters on theological
and philosophical questions). He died in Switzerland on
March 15, 1930.




STRUCTURE AND SYMBOLISM OF THE O.C.T.

The Order is directed by a supreme council formed of
grand commanders and grand knights. Each grand
commander represents one of the seven churches of the
Book of Revelations, to which Christ addresses an invitation
to grow spiritually, according to his method i kenosisl84 i
symbolized by the Crown of Thorns. That spiritual growth
contributes to the formation of the Mystical Body, the Perfect
Temple of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.182

Church Message

Ephesus Do not abandon your first love (Ap 2,4).

Laodicea Poverty and indecision of the wealthy (Ap 3, 17-18).
Pergamum Do not be compromised, nor corrupted (Ap 2, 14-15).

Philadelphia When | am weak, then | am strong (Ap 3,8).

Sardis Actions conforming to reputation (Ap 3).
Smyrna Conquer fear (Ap 2, 10).
Thyatira Know how to balance tolerance and false teachings (Ap 2, 20).

The Grand Master presides over the Supreme Council. His
task is to see to the good functioning of the Order; to
supervise the work of the grand tenures; and to animate the
spiritual growth of the members.18% He is helped by a Grand
Lieutenant of Chancellery, by a Grand Lieutenant of Protocol,
by a Grand Steward, by a Grand Prior, by a Grand Treasurer
and by other grand officers. A Grand Sergeant-at-Arms
guards the entrance to the temple. One finds, with variations
in titles and roles, the same structure and the same
symbolism at the national and local levels. The basic unit is
the commandery. In countries where there are at least three



commanderies, they are pulled together into a Grand

National Commandery.
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Insignia of the Order.

Painting of St. Louis, King of France, holding the Crown of Thorns,
by Le Sueur (1617-1655).



Painting of the Holy Trinity seen at the back of §t. Louis Church, Green Bay,
that served as O.C.T. Temple, 1895-1898.



CEREMONY OF INVESTITURE
ORDER OF THE CROWN OF THORNS
Gatineau, Quebec
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Opening Procession 01.06.24
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With H. Eminence T. Aphrem Aboodi, Representative
of the Patriarch of Antioch
in Canada (Syriac) in attendance 00.01.13

CHURCH WORSHI P, ORDINATIONS,
I NAUGURATIONS OF MINISTRIES AND
CHURCHES, PUBLICATIONS

In April 1893, the diocesan journal reported that Msgr.
Vilatte fihad introduced at Sainte Marie, Duval, at Easter, a
Gallican practice called Pain B@ni (Blessed Bread). It consists
in blessing and distributing bread to the people during the
Mass.0 One can also read that for Holy Thursday, he
celebrated a High Pontifical Mass and consecrated the holy
oils. As well, he administered the sacrament of Confirmation
at Easter.187 Other accounts of his ministry at Duval have
been given in the diocesan journal, including this one for the



Christmas season 1896: The Christmas season commenced
at Duval with solemn Vespers at 11:00 P.M. sung by His
Grace the Archbishop, who also officiated at the midnight
Pontifical High Mass. Mass was again said at 8:00 A.M. and
High Mass was sung at 10:00 A.M. on Christmas morning in
the Archbishop® private chapelé 188 Father Florent de
Menlenane became incumbent of Sainte Marie in 1893.
Father Theodore de Latte, a Belgian priest in Roman orders,
resided in Duval in 1896 and joined in the pastoral team with
Father de Menlenane and Deacon Nicolas Pleiming, admitted
to the S.P.B. 1 July, and ordained 24 December. £douard
Bovard was also ordained in 1896, for ministry at Duval. He
came from Switzerland.152

On the first Sunday of Advent 1893, Msgr. Vilatte
published an encyclical addressed to all bishops of the
apostolic successiont’? and he inaugurated at Walhain, the
Parish Church of St. Joseph. He celebrated there a High
Pontifical Mass on the Sunday after Christmas, in 1896, and
Father Basil (G. Reader) was there ordained priest and
installed as rector.1”L Here is an account of his ministry: The
season of Advent was duly observed by the Rector and
congregation i the extra week-day Masses and Vespers
being well-attended in spite of bad roads and biting winds.
The church was beautifully decorated for Christmas and
much praise is due to those who gave of their substance and
time to make it so. Over the Altar an arch and cross of
evergreens was erected amongst which an innumerable
number of candles gave a brilliant light and effect. In fact,
the Altar was ablaze with countless tapers and crimson
lamps. An ideal representation of the Manger was built in
which was the Holy Child 7 this also was surrounded with
many lights. From the roof of the church hung festoons of
evergreen and banners. The walls were decorated with
wreaths and between each window was placed a Christmas
tree amongst the branches of which many lights glittered.



The services were as follows i First Vespers at 11:30 P.M.
Solemn Mass and Holy Communion, midnight. Low Mass and
Holy Communion at 8:00 A.M. Solemn Mass at 10:00 A.M.
Solemn Vespers at 3:00 P.M.

During the singing of Adeste Fideles at the Solemn Masses
and Vespers a procession was formed to the Manger, the
Officiant incensing it as usual. At the Midnight Mass the
church was full to excess and there were large congregations
at all the services. The number of communicants was very
pleasing at both the 12:00 A.M. and 8:00 A.M. masses. This
Is the first year that Walhain has a resident Priest and if a
visitor may judge the people have shown their great
appreciation of this fact. Our beloved Archbishop attended by
Brother Nicolas (Pleiming) arrived at the Presbytery Saturday
evening and on Sunday morning Pontifical Mass was sung at
10:00 A.M. and Solemn Vespers at 3:00 P.M. i when again
we had a full church.122

Also in 1893, he published a pamphlet which shows that
the See of Antioch had St. Peter as first bishop, and argues
that the Apostle never had been in Rome based on the
Gospels.13

In 1895 the Church of St. Louis, King of France, was open
for worship on Irwin Street in Green Bay with Father Bernard
Harding as rector. Father Edward R. Donkin became his
assistant the following year. Msgr. Vilatte used for his
ordination (26 Oct.) the abbreviated official English edition of
the Mass that had been translated from French on January
9.174 The same year, on June 16, he ordained Dr. Henry S.
Hartley, M.D. priest at ainte-Marie, Duval, for a ministry at
Trinidad, British West Indies.122



Dr. Hartley

Here is an account of the ministry at St. Louis Church
when Father Harding was rector: The holy time of Christmas
was kept in a very joyful manner at St. Louis church. On
Christmas evening Vespers were sung at 5:30 P.M. (and) at
midnight High Mass. This day was kept as a Holy Day and not
as a Holiday. Mass was again said at 8:00 A.M. High Mass at
10:00 A.M. and Vespers at 7:30 P.M. The children had a
special service in the afternoon at 3:30 P.M. On the three
days following Mass was said at 8:00 A.M. and High Mass at
10:00 A.M. There was no Mass on the feast of the
Circumcision as the Rector was obliged upon urgent business
to go to Duval, but he returned in time to sing Vespers at
7:30 P.M. We also have an account of the episcopal visitation
Msgr. Vilatte made to the church January 9-11, 1897. On
Saturday evening, January 9, Archbishop Vilatte arrived at
St. Louis, Green Bay, where he was met by the rector and
the officers of the church. The Rev. Fr. Bernard (Harding)
welcomed His Grace in the name of the people and read an
address to him. The Archbishop suitably replied. On Sunday,
he pontificated at High Mass, confirmed a number of children,
also giving them their first communion. He preached an
eloquent sermon, in English and in French. He again
officiated at Vespers, returning to Duval on Monday, the 11th



of January.178



Parish Church of Green Bay, Brown County WI

=+

A parcel consisting of 3 lots (15, 16 & 17, Block 120,
Astor), and located at Cass and Irwin streets, was bought
from Mr. Jean-Fran-ois Francart on February 23, 1894.

A frame church was built on it by the Green Bay Planing
Mills Company. It was dedicated to St. Louis de France.
Previous names of the Green Bay Mission Chapel were Notre
Dame des Anges (St. Mary of the Angels) and Saint
Sacrement (Blessed Sacrament). A small, plain altar topped
by a cupola and a cross over the tabernacle served as the
center of attraction. The sanctuary curved in a semi-circular
fashion towards the rear, where the priest vested for Mass
behind the altar in a cave-like addition which served as a
sacristy. Directly from the rear, or from the west, was the
entrance to the sacristy. From ten to fifteen pews on each
side of the only aisle in the church filled the nave. A choir loft
was in the balcony in the rear, where a reed pump organ
furnished the music for Mass and other services. Three plain
windows on the north and south sides, one in the choir left,
and two in the rear of the ground level of the church
permitted light to enter into the building by day. A pulpit




stood on a three stump-like platform.
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The bell, ordered from McShane Bell Foundry in Baltimore,
was there in time for the consecration in 1895. It weighed
500 pounds and swung from east to west. It had a cross
engraved on it with the following French and English words
inscribed: € la gloire de Dieu / For the glory of God.




The Rev. Donkin was a Knight of the O.C.T. and a Doctor
Christianissimus (D.Chr.) having been admitted in June 1896.
Part of his ministry in Green Bay was to assist Father Harding
in his role as Grand Prior of the O.C.T. and Superior of its
S.P.B. religious. Father Donkin also functioned as Bishop®
secretary during that period. In the month of August 1897,
he went to Buffalo to take charge of St. Mary& Church. The
parish counted 750 familles at the time of its incorporation
on 27 January 1898. Msgr. Vilatte made an Episcopal
Visitation there on 28 March. On that Sunday and the two
following, he administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to
325 children and 16 adults. The church and the rectory were
located on Canal Street.1t

In the Summer of 1897, Father Harding was allowed to live
under the Rule of St. Benedict with his S.P.B. religious,
including Sr. Mary (Ashmun), Sr. Anne (Schoen) and Bro.
Basil (George Reader). He took the name Brother William and
worked at establishing a monastery in Emery, near Phillips in
Price County. We have bought 100 acres of land upon which
will be built a monastery and an orphan asylum, Msgr. Vilatte
told a reporter for The Milwaukee Journal on August 31,
1897.178 The monastery project was to materialize only in
1910, in the founding of Vilatteville, an I nstitution of the
Society of the Precious Blood1Z2 directed in Mexico by
former Benedictine monk Gildas Taylor. In the meantime,
Brother William wrote the book The Genesis of Old
Catholicism in America (1898) in which we read that the
need of Catholic reform pleaded to the skies and in answer to
the cry God raised up his servant Joseph Rene Vilatte, a new
Joshua, destined from on high to lead lovers of truth (&) into
the promised land of Gospel truth and Catholic Orthodoxy;
away from the idols to Jesus Christ, the only Head of the
Church, the true Shepherd and Bishop of all elect souls (1
Peter 2,25). Also that Father Hyacinthe (Loyson), the world-
famed orator and pioneer preacher of Old Catholicism in



Switzerland and in France, took the greatest interest in Msqgr.
Vilatte. Finally, that the need of a bishop became so pressing
that a Synod, representing all the actual Old Catholic families
met at Duval, and in due and canonical form elected P re
Vilatte their future bishop, entreating him to obtain an
indisputable episcopal consecration as soon as possible.

POLISH AMERI CAN MINISTRY

In 1893, Polish Roman Catholic priest Dominic H.
Kolasinskit8? of Detroit, Michigan, placed himself and his
parish under Msgr. Vilatte® jurisdiction. This happened in the
weeks following the World Parliament of Religions held in
Chicago from the 11th to the 18th of September. Msqgr.
Vilatte had a stand there and distributed literature on the
church, to make it known outside Wisconsin. On December
24, he dedicated the impressive church built by Father
Kolasinski for his large congregation of 4,000 members.181

The following account of the dedication ceremony is found
in Lawrence D. Orton® book Polish Detroit and the
Kolasinski Affair.182 At twenty minutes after ten, (Fr.)
Kolasinski emerged from the school residence, followed by
several priests. Then there appeared (Msgr. Vilatte) fin all
the splendor of a bishop& vestments. On the front of his
mitre of cloth and gold was an embroidered crucifixé He was
a man of large stature, with rather florid face, coarse
features and bold, brown eyeso. With (Fr.) Kolasinski close by
his side, the archbishop made the sign of blessingé The
attention was firmly fixed on the archbishop as he made his
way around the churché Then the officiating party entered
the church. After a few minutes, the main doors were thrown
open and a crush of humanity pressed in. (Msgr.) Vilatte read
a brief speech in English (with a heavy French accent)é Then
the archbishop and the priests changed their vestments and
a high mass was celebrated. The sermon was delivered by



Kolasinski® recently acquired assistant, the aged Fr. Ignacy
Barscz, who exhorted the people fito stand by their pastor.o
He likened the new church to a fiship in a stormo. The people
were passengers, the priest their captain who would bring
them safe into harboré The church was a scene of activities
all that day. Vespers were held in the afternoon and a
Christmas Eve mass was celebrated at midnight. On the
morrow Kolasinski& parishioners would celebrate Christmas
in their own church for the first time in nine years.

In the Summer of 1894, another Polish priest, Anton F.
Kolaszewski (1852-1910) of Cleveland, Ohio, asked to join
the church with his parishioners. We Poles, he wrote on July
18, have organized an independent church here in Cleveland
and we are in the process of organizing other autonomous
churches throughout the country, in the cities where Poles
are locatedé We ask you humbly to receive us, our
congregation of Cleveland, and others established elsewhere,
under your jurisdiction, and to come here to consecrate our
new church and cemetery.
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SPEECH OF MSGR. VILATTE

AT THE DEDICATION OF FR.
KOLASINSKI®& CHURCH IN DETROIT
1893.12.24

Reported in The Detroiter Abendpost, 1894.01.03

Today is the first time we see each other face to face, and
so it is only right that | tell you who and what | am.

You, dear Polish people, are well known to me. | know
your religious zeal, your fidelity, your steadfastness, your
self-sacrificing devotion, all your Christian virtues which you
show in the service of God, and your faithful steadfast
devotion to your faithful Pastor. | am a bishop, a Frenchman
by birth, a naturalized American and, from the bottom of my
heart, a friend of the oppressed, and the sworn enemy of
every form of oppression. And that is exactly why | am your
friend and well-wisher.

On May 29, 1892, | was consecrated for America in
Ceylon, in the cathedral there, by the Portuguese Archbishop
Alvares, with two Syrian bishops as co-consecrators, namely
the Most Rev. Bishops Mar Gregorius of Niranam, and Mar
Athanasius of Kottayam. Thousands of Christians turned out
for the celebration, and among them was also the United
States Consul. He certified the consecration document with
his signature and the official seal of our glorious Republic.

| praise God, my dear friends, for the significant and
momentous words by which | was consecrated, and which
gave me the authorization to come to you to dedicate your
splendid church, making it a House of God, and to lead you
on the way to our heavenly homeland. | praise God that



those words fiReceive the Holy Spiritdo were spoken over me
by a Latin Archbishop and two Syrian bishops. We have every
reason to rejoice over that Syrian episcopal succession which
connects us directly with the See of St. Peter, who was the
first Bishop of Antioch.

Those two pious bishops, upon the express bidding of the
present successor of the holy Apostle Peter, the Patriarch of
Antioch, took part in my episcopal consecration, and imposed
hands on my head. These two bishops, to this very day, use
the same language that the Lord of the Church, our loving
Savior, used in speaking with his disciples, and which the
Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Joseph used while on this earthé




The request was favourably received and on 19 August,
Msgr. Vilatte conducted the dedicatory ceremonies. The
following account appeared in the Cleveland Plain Dealer
on August 20, 1894.
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Church Celebration in Cleveland

The ceremonies of dedication occupied the entire day and
attracted great attention among the Polish populationé The
program began at 9 o&lock in the morning, when the
handsome little church recently built by Rev. A.S.
Kolaszewski® congregation on Fremont Street was formally
dedicatedé Rt. Rev. Archbishop J.R. Vilatte of Green Bay, WI,
radiant in his archiepiscopal robes of purple and gold, with
cincture and alb and stole, carrying the crosier, symbolical of
his high office, finally appeared, followed by his private
secretary (B.E. Harding) and the Revs. W. Deleski of Chicago,
De Rustroph of Cleveland, Czernowski and Kaminski of
Detroit, and Kolaszewski of this city, all arrayed in full
ecclesiastical robesé After a short service in the church,
when the interior of the building was formally blessed, the
procession appeared at the church door. Immediately the
huge crowd that filled the street and surrounded the building
became silent and motionless while the archbishop gave



them his blessing and then, with solemn tread, took up the
march about the building. The choir followed, chantingé
When the ceremony was finally completed, the doors were
again opened and the procession filed into the church,
followed by a crowd that soon filled every niche and corner
from altar to choir. The celebration of high mass then began
and was participated with much zeal. Father Deleski of
Chicago was the gospeller and Father Czernowski the
epistler. A choir of 50 boys and girls sang the responses.

Archbishop Vilatte preached the sermon. His text was
fiWhat mean these stones?0 Tall and commanding in
appearance, his strong mobile face full of suppressed power
and strength, the archbishop presented a commanding
appearance, and his French accent i for he is a Parisian by
birth and education 7 lent an additional charm to his not
unmusical voice. He told the members of the new
congregation that he had come to them as an ambassador of
Jesus Christ (é) to establish an American Catholic church
according to the laws of the United States. His words were
listened to with marked attention and then Father
Kolaszewski translated the address into Polish. The mass was
concluded and the congregation was dismissed until
afternoon.

The weather that had remained clear all the morning
became dark and threatening as the hour of the afternoon
ceremonies approachedé In time the rain came down in
torrents, and Father Kolaszewski was inclined to postpone
further ceremonies until Monday. The people were not to be
denied a full day® ceremonial, however, and the procession
started for the cemetery, three miles away, down Marcelline
avenue.

Cleveland Synod and American (National)
Catholic Church



Msgr. Vilatte presided the following day over a convention
where he declared the church to be a national American
synod, composed of different nationalities (French, Polesé).
A general convention met at Cleveland on August 20, wrote
the Zion® Watch Tower and Herald of Christés Presence
in September 1894, at which were delegates from
congregations of Polish Catholic secessionists in fourteen
cities of the U.S. 7 those of Baltimore, Cleveland, Detroit, St.
Louis and Buffalo being the largest. The latter was reported
by its delegates as 8000 strongé It was decided that the
name (of the national body) should be The American Catholic
Churché Archbishop Vilatte in a speech said: We are met
together to exclaim, dreat is the truth, and it shall prevail.6
We are met to proclaim all over the land, Beware of
despotism, if you love liberty.6The American Catholic Church

will be composed of different nationalities.
All Saints Church, 9 Lubeck Street, Chicago

Holy Trinity, Freeland, PA, and Holy Mother of the Rosary,
Buffalo, NY, were the first churches organized under the
American National structure. Their priests in charge, Stefan
Kaminski and Anton Klawiter, helped Father Anton Kozlowski
establish All Saints Church in Chicago.83 They were present
at the dedication on November 10 and assisted Fr. Kozlowski
in the ceremony, with Cleveland priest Kolaszewski. The
following account of the celebration appeared in the Chicago
Tribune, on November 11, 1895. The new All Saints Polish



Church on Lubeck Street, near North Hoyne Avenue, was
dedicated yesterday afternooné The dedication ceremonies
were performed by Father Kozlowski, assisted by Father
Klawiter of Buffalo, N.Y., Father A.F. Kolaszewski of
Cleveland, Ohio, Father Kaminski of Freeland, PA, and Father
Francis Noonan of Chicago. All these, with the exception of
Father Noonan, are pastors of independent churches.
Preceding the dedication there was a parade of military and
civic Polish societies. After the addresses, which were
delivered from the steps in front of the church, the priestly
party made its way solemnly into the church and the
ceremony of dedication was performed. The blessing upon
the new edifice was invoked by Father Noonan. The new
church cost $35,000, including the ground upon which it
stands. The parish now contains 1,750 families.

Other churches were established in Chicago
(Transfiguration, with Rev. F. Kanski and Rev. T. Jakimowicz,
both ordained by Msgr. Vilatte, 1903 and 1904); in Chicopee,
MA (Holy Mother, with Rev. Kasimierz Grzybowski, ordained
by Msgr. Vilatte in 1896); in Baltimore, MD (Holy Mother of
Unceasing Help, with Rev. Valentine Gawrichowski, ordained
by Msgr. Vilatte in 1896); in Passaic, N.J. (St. Peter & St.
Paul, 1902).



Baltimore Church Passaic Church

Also in Central Falls, RI, was established the Church of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help, dedicated by Msgr. Vilatte on May 18,
1919. Rev. Rene L. Zawistowski, rector. The Pawtucket,
R.l. daily newspaper published the following account on May
19, 19109.

CENTRAL FALLS: DEDICATION

More than 3000 Witness Laying of Corner Stone. New
Polish Church in High Street Scene Ceremony.
Archbishop Vilatte of Chicago in Charge of Exercises

Over 3000 people witnessed the laying of the corner stone
of the Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Old Catholic,
yesterday morning. People of all nationalities and of all
creeds saw the solemn procession, led by the Polish Guard of
Fall River, escort Archbishop Vilatte of Chicago to the new
church, High and Clay streets, where the rites were
performed. The procession formed shortly after 10:30 o&lock
and was composed of the Polish band of this city, the Polish
Guards of Fall River and about 80 young girls of the parish,
dressed in white and carrying various kinds of flowers. After



marching in solemn procession around the new edifice
Archbishop Vilatte placed in the cornerstone the certificate of
the dedication of the church, signed by him, by the rector of
the church, Rev. R.L. Zawistowski, and by the trustees.

Coins and papers were likewise placed in the block after
which the cornerstone was sealed and moved into position as
part of the church. Both sides of High street were lined with
those who arrived early to witness the ceremony. The Polish
band, which rendered national airs and anthems, the acolytes
and the rows of girls dressed in white, all lent an air of
solemnity in keeping with the occasion.

Corner Stone Laid

After the corner stone had been scaled in the presence of
the archbishop and the clergy of the parish and the visiting
priests, as proof of the dedication of the church, the
procession marched once more around the edifice, after
which the inside of the church and the altar were blessed by
Archbishop Vilatte. A solemn high pontifical mass was then
celebrated at which the archbishop was celebrant, Rev.
Robert Barton of Holy Trinity Church of Fall River, deacon,
and Rev. M. Zvelonis of Fall River, subdeacon. Rev. Francis



Kanski of Chicago acted as aide to the archbishop, and Rev.
Edward Gentios of Boston and Rev. Fr. Zawistowski assisted
at the mass. Following the mass the pastor spoke to the
people and congratulated them upon their achievement. He
told of the funding of the church Jan. 22, 1918, and stated
that it was through the hearty support of the people that it
was possible to erect the new edifice of which they were all
so proud. Fr. Zawistowski pointed out that every member of
the parish should take a decided interest in the erection of
the building as it was the result of the combined effort of all
the parishioners, who by their contributions and work had
assisted the clergy in the task.

Archbishop Speaker

The congregation was then addressed by Archbishop
Vilatte, who said in part: fiThis church is built on Jesus Christ;
it is built on the rock that never fails. | felicitate you on your
wonderful accomplishment and | trust that you will all remain
faithful to the Church. Put your trust in God, be honest,
good, frank Christian Catholicsé Preach the doctrine of
peace, not of war. We have had war and it is over. Now go
forth and preach the doctrine of peace, the Word of God.o
Archbishop Vilatte also urged the people of Polish nationality
to send their children to school and to see to it that they
were taught to read and write, and to speak the English
language. iTeach your children to know this great, glorious
country of America that they may become worthy citizenso,
concluded the archbishop, who then conferred his blessing
upon the assembly.

Well Equipped
The Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, which has been
undergoing construction for several months past, was built
by Thomas Walczak and was designed by Simeon C. Bizier.
At the present time it consists of a basement and a first floor,
but it is proposed to build a second story, which will be the



church proper, within a short time. The basement is to
contain two large classrooms, which will accommodate all of
the members of the parish. It is proposed to open the rooms
around the first of June, when the children will be transferred
from the special rooms in the Broad Street grammar school
which they now occupy. The basement is thoroughly
equipped with coat rooms and ante-rooms and it is expected
that everything will be in place in readiness for occupancy in
about two weeks. Architect Bizier has prepared the drawings
for the full building and the total cost of erection will probably
be around $100,000, as the present work will total in the
vicinity of $50,000.

Cemetery Blessed and Candidates Confirmed

Shortly after 2 o&@lock in the afternoon 50 automobiles
laden with parishioners visited the Polish cemetery at
Seekonk. The same staff officiated at the blessing of the
cemetery under the direction of the archbishop. Fr.
Zawistowski delivered an appropriate sermon, following
which the return to the church was made where confirmation
was tendered a large class of candidates by Archbishop
Vilatte.

Evening Celebration

The wind-up of the celebration took place at Pulaski Hall in
the evening, when speeches were delivered in English, Polish,
Lithuanian and French. Addresses were delivered by
Archbishop Vilatte and Fr. Zawistowski and by all the visiting
clergymen. Over 250 children of the parochial school sang
national and Polish anthems, following which the day®
programme was concluded.

MSGR. STEFAN KAMINSKI, SUFFRAGAN

BISHOP
AND RIVAL BISHOP CONSECRATED IN SWITZERLAND



After successive annual conferences of the priests and
delegates from the parishes, we can read in the New
Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, a
proposal to elect a Polish suffragan bishop was approved, and
in 1897 Father Kaminski (then rector of Holy Mother of the
Rosary, Buffalo)184 was chosen. Father Anton Kozlowski of
Chicago, the disappointed candidate, unwilling to acquiesce
in the result, called in that city a second convention of his
partisans, which elected him as rival bishop. But when he
sought confirmation, Vilatte was consistently compelled to
refuse him recognition. Failing after repeated attempts to
secure the promise of consecration, Kozlowski left America
for Europe, and was consecrated rival bishop by Herzog of
Berné 185 Father Kaminski was consecrated as suffragan
bishop for those priests and parishes which accepted the
(A.C.C.) principles.288 Here is an account of the consecration
published in The Catholic Truth: Sunday, 21 March 1898,
Father Stefan Kaminski was consecrated bishop coadjutor for
the Polish constituency. He was escorted to the church (Holy
Mother of the Rosary, Buffalo) amidst banners and to the
sound of music.

The procession formed near the rectory and circled down
Broadway Street, with a stop at Monroe Street. There the
parade met with the consecrator, Msgr. Vilatte, and the
bishop-elect. They arrived in a beautiful carriage, drawn by
four white horses. Taking their place with Msgr. Vilatte and
Bishop-elect Kaminski were Fathers Gavyhoski and Rodziski,
assistants at the church. Following in the other carriages
were the members of the various committees of the church
as well as the visitors.
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