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The History of Delwiche Parish . .... 

A N A..COOTJNT of the first mi.ssionary 
field of Abbot B. H. Pennings, O. 

Prnem., should be of interest to ull mem­
bcra of the Archcoi1frati:;rnity of St: J o- .:· ·, 
seph, of which ho h11s be'en the Dircctor for 
ao mnny yenrs. 

This plncc waA cnlled Dclwiche by the 
firsL settlcrs becausc Mass was said in the 
carly dnys in the house of William Del­
wicbe on~tbe rond hnlfway bctwecn the 
preseut churcb und the bay shore. Luter 
un n post-offico wns establisht?d in the 
home of Francois Evrard next to the 
church. This wns cullcd Na.mur, o.n nppro­
priate nume bccuuse mnny or most of the 
pioncers cume froro ihe ncig11borhood of 
Naurnr, Bc1gium. Tb-.;n rccently some of 
the lcarncd town or school bon.rd officers 
g-nvc lhc namo of Fo.irland first to the pub­
lic school :1 ·short distnnco from the church; 
lhcn it wns nd.opted by, the c.hcesc foctory 
opposite ilie sc110ol; finnlly signa werc put 
11p nlong the highwny announcing to the 
world tbut the lrnlf dozen houscs nre notb­
ing lcss tho.n the village of ' ' Fnirland ',. 
The nnme ~'.Union" _is nlso npp1ied to this 
pbce because it is in the township of that 
name. The mailma.n t.odny, howcver, 
Jocsn 't,_lmow nny of thesc no.mes. If your 
lettcr is not nddressed to Brussels P . O., 
hc won 't lmow whcro to find you. 

Ilow a grent pnrt of the Door County 
pcni.nsuln ho.ppcncd to be settlèd by Bel­
gians is describcd by Mr. Hjnlmor Hoiand 
in ilis history uud nccd not be rcpeatcd 
herc. The first oncs en.me to Delwiche in 
185G. My neighbor, Mr. J. B. Evrarcl, tolè 
me thut he mnde lho trin ueross the Atlan­
tic in n sniling vessel, · lenùed n.t Quebcc, 
sniled up · the St. Lawrence River ucross 
Lnlrn Ontario to Toron to, went by rail to 
Collin?'\'nod and ngnin by bont througb 
G oor~ou ~ny lo Î.JUko Huron, r.Jalrn 1vliclli­
gnn, A.nd_..finally to Green Bay. He spent 
somc t:me with friends nnd relatives ut 
Pt·emiers Belges (Robinaonville) and took 
up rus home in the wildernesa of the town 
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of Union toi.vnrd the end of July of thnt 
ycnr. 

Soon t>..ftcr the o.rriva.1 of the first Bcl­
giuris, Holy Mass wns offored by Father 
D ncms of Bnv Scttlement in the home of 
\:Villiam Delwicbc. Services wcre hcld there 
from time to timc until n churcb wns built. 
The records of the congregation a$ far as 
,tlley were kept were in tho bands of the 
trustees s.nd f ew of th cm have be en pre­
scrved. There still exista an old neéount 
book begun in 1880 and Mntinued 11ntil 
1895. Tt givcs the names of the co?itributors 
nnd the amount lhey donatcd town.rd -the 
church. The first recorded baptism is dat­
cd J anuary 19, 1885 i the first mnrriuge, 
Octobel" 19, 1871 ; the fîrst intennent, Jan- . 
unry 17, 1885 . . 

·- Chtffch B1lildings 
About the year 18û0 t'urcc ncres of land 

wcre d01foted to the dioccse by Alexander 
Evrarà and a chn.rch eclifice dedicated i,o 
St. Mary of the Snow wàs erec'led thereon. 
It was built of logs nnd measured about 25 
by 40 feet nt the most, ns I have been told 

· by Mr. E1·nest Baudhuin and other old­
timers who worshipped in the building. 
This church was iü ns~ 1_intil 1875. 

The years immr:d.Üï.tely f cJ1owing the 
great firc of 1871 m1rnt ~;û\7e bec~1 1 fones of 
prospcrity, · for in 187 4 a total of $1,368, 
un unusual enm for th ose times, wns con­
tributed by the mcmbers of lhe pnrish, and 
most of this moncy wa.s spent in the build­
ing of the new church. Is wns an unpro­
tcntious frnroc building, but Jarge enough 
to ac~ommodn.tc about ono huntlred fnm­
ilies. Later the parish lest a number of 
fomilies when the church of St. Francis 
wus built in the town of Brussels. 

The <>.hnrch was witbout a 'steeple unti1 
the ycar 1890. In thnt year by public sub­
scliption n sum of $206.65 was rnised for 
the pul'chase of n new bell, &1\d a steeple> 
wos erected over the front entrnnce of tl.e 
church. 
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to say Mass in the t.own of Union, soon af­
tcr the first sctt lcra came, in th~ house. of 
Guillame Dclwich; afterwurds other Cro­
sier Fathers came occasionally from Bay 
Scttlemcnt to cnre for the needs of the 
faithiu!. In the nccounts of the year 1875 
the name of!. <Ji'Mher Crudt occurs and in 
the lat.ter pa:rt-t,, oî the same yenr tbas·e of 
Futher Del.asse ::rn<l Stail. In 1877 Futhers 
Stail and Lucia. nppear; Îll 1878 Falher Le 
Page and Pelegrin, the latter in Novembe-i;. 
In the baptismal records the nnmcs of the 
following priests are found: Fuibcr Stc­
vcnaer in 1885, Fathers H.ocagel und Mar­
tin in 1886, Father C. Rogers in 1886, Fu­
thcrs Bruns und .T ouau.x in.1888, Fa th cr L. 
Darchc_in 1889, Fnthcr Vanicr in 1890, and 
Father N. E. Strigle iu 1893, and Fathcr 

( Continued) 
DIRE destroyed the church with the 

.. !.' school nnncx in 1892. 'l'hc exact date of 
this catastrophe ia not in the present re­
cords. However, foc firslborn bn.by oî Mrs. 
Edµ1ond Parinse died OIJ.· February 6,,1892, 
nncl .w~s buried on Sunday, .February 9. 
Shc-thinks th:it the funcral of her chiid was 
the· last service held in the churcb. Mr. 
Louis Leroy cl ai ms tbat the Y car-Mass of -~ 
Chnrlce Gc-roncln.le, '>Vbo die<l Fcbruury 16, 
J.891, was said in the pries!'. 's bouse tbe dny 
nftcr.tbc !ire whcn the niins of the church 
were still smoking. The fire must there­
fore hu:ve occurred about Fcbruary :.l 5, 
J 802. By or<ler of the Sistcrs some scbool 
dlildren hnd stnried a fire in the slovc of 
the churcl1, nnd some ncgligence on their 
part mnst hn.vc cm1scd the conflagr_ution. 

Stcps wcrc takcn at once to rebuild. The 
farmcrs lrnulcd logs to the mill at Brus, 
sels, wherc they werc suwed into pillars, 
raftcrs and rougb bonrds, and n. squn-dro~ 
of sleighs went ucross Green Bay to Ocon­
to for the dresscd 1umber needcd. 

Fut.ber Vanicr wbo was the pastor at 
the time drew plnns for a larger church. 
The formera donated their services for the 
work of excavation and of bnildi~g the 
stonc foundaiion. Mr. Ferdinand Lemense 
n<isistod by his two sons crccled the frame 
wor_k, so that on Dccembcr 311 1892, u.t the 
funo-ral of J oscphine Andre, :wife of Al­
fred Gorondnlo, the rec11st bell cou1d be 
tollcd for the firat iimo und the funern1 
services hcld in the new church. The build­
!ng, lrnwever, wns noL plastcrcd, and dur­
rng the cold weather ·M nss wns again said 
in the district scbool, which had becn used 
whi.lc the church was bcing built. The plaa­
tering was done in the summer of 1893. 
'Wbcn Futher Pennings came in Novcmber 
of tbnt ycnr, 110 found the scaffold still 
HlmHling {\round tho siunplc, ùut olherwiso 
tbo work wns complotcd. The account of 
building operntions on this new church 
has nppnrently beon loal 

The Pastors 
· Fathor F. E. Dnoms wns the first priest 
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Vanier again in 1893. . _ 

In the y.aur 1892 the Rev. ~lphonsc Bro~ 
cns was sccretary to ibe ·Mos t Rev. l~isbop 
Sebastian Messmer. His . brother Lambert 
Broens was a Norbertine Father in the Ab­
bey of Berne, Hecswijk, Ho11and. As secrc-­
tary to the Bishop, Father Brocns was well 
acquainted with the conditions in the Bel- · 
brian Settlerncnt. French speaking priests · 
were needed tlierc, and they wcrc very few 
at that tirne. Hcnce the frequent changes 
and vacancics in the Belgian parisbes. 
Moreover, a scbismatic prie.st, Rcne Vil­
uttc, 'vho ~ater assumed the titlo ·af b1shop, 
wns mnking-.1ffcthrc propagunda among the 
llclgia.ns. I:Je1·,,bu:fü a clmrch nt Gurdcncr 
nnd one :in ·Mar~hund, and bis prcscncc 
among the Belginns _was the more dangcr­
ous becausc he \\.'as a cunning, energctic, 
and fluent F'rcnchman. Fathcr Brocns sug­
gcsted as a solution of the troub]esomc 
conditions that French speaking pricst; 
fr.om Berne be r equested by the Bishop. -
Bishop Messmer lnid the plnn bcfore bis 
consultors, Fnther Brocns wrote about this 
matter to bis brother in Hee::iwijk, nnd the 
result was thnt the jus patronatus of the 
Belginn po.rishea in Door and Kewaunee 
Oountîes was ceded to the N orbertine Fa­
there oÎ Reeswijk. 


